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Mission
Statement
Armstrong School District
in partnership with our
families and communities
will graduate educationally
prepared, productive, morally
responsible students.

“Working Together for Academic Excellence”

Superintendent’s Message
The start of the 2012-2013 school year for the Armstrong School District has been marked with
success, and we are very proud of the way our students transitioned to their new school
buildings at Lenape Elementary and West Shamokin Jr.- Sr. High School as we have begun
to consolidate buildings. We can only thank our parents, school professionals and members
of our community for their efforts in making this a positive experience in every way for our
children!
As we continue to look to increase our academic supports for students, this year
the district will provide a targeted tutoring plan for students in Grades 3 - 11.
This program is aimed at improving a student’s skill set in the core subjects
of Reading and Mathematics, as well as Science at the secondary level.
This new initiative does not supplant the existing tutoring options available on
a voluntary basis for our secondary students, but looks to instead keep students
performing at high levels so that they may continue to advance and meet new state
performance targets.
The development of curricula is critical to academic achievement and continues once again
to be our primary focus. We have a targeted goal of making curriculum maps available online
at the end of this school year for all subjects and grade levels. This will allow greater consistency
in instruction and achievement, as well as a manner for parents to know exactly what skills they can
assist their children with during each marking period.
Besides our work with defining the scope and sequence of curriculum, we are ensuring that our
program of studies is equal to that of any school district in western Pennsylvania. By conducting an audit
of our programs with detailed comparisons to other high performance school systems, we are able to
ensure a full and broad spectrum of coursework.
As we begin our long-term planning for 2013-14, we are working to structure coursework so
that every student has at least one opportunity to have an online educational experience
prior to graduation. Our district will use a blended approach, whereby students will have
the online experience with the appropriate instructional support during a class period
so that skills in self-monitoring are developed and students can learn to maintain
independent progress. This is one example of how we intend to make students
from the Armstrong School District successful beyond graduation and valued
employees for employers! We thank our parents and community for working
cooperatively with the district to move it forward and be one of the best!
			
			

Sincerely,
Dr. Stan J. Chapp
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Formative Assessment
Monthly Sessions Help Build Better Teachers
Before teachers can help facilitate learning in the classroom, they
first have to understand how and why learning takes place. In the
Armstrong School District, a concept known as formative assessment
stands as a cornerstone of curriculum, instruction and assessment.
Although Armstrong School District has pioneered the development
of formative assessment over the past decade, there is always more
to learn and ways to improve.
Dr. Connie Moss, an Associate Professor at Duquesne University
and a renowned expert in the area of formative assessment, meets
with groups of ASD teachers in monthly professional development
sessions to help them continue to move forward. Dr. Cheryl
Soloski, Armstrong School District K-8 Curriculum Coordinator,
explains that “the teachers are given the opportunity to have more
quality time to deepen their understanding of formative assessment
through professional dialogue, lesson study and guided discussion
facilitated by Dr. Moss.”
Formative assessment partners the teacher with students to
continuously and systematically gather “compelling evidence” of
learning with the express goal of improving student achievement. It
encourages two-way communication between teachers and students
to empower each learner to shape and take ownership of the
learning process. The focus of the September formative assessment
sessions was to further define the concept and explore best practices
relating to curriculum mapping, summative assessment and daily
learning targets. Curriculum maps are electronically generated
documents that provide
a detailed analysis of
course curricula including
content, sequence and
alignment to standards.
Summative assessments
are used to determine
a student’s overall
achievement in a specific
area of learning at a
particular time. Daily
learning targets describe
for students exactly what
they are going to learn by
the end of a lesson.
“Student achievement
High School Biology teacher Pam Hobaugh
is raised one lesson at
and other ASD teacher leaders attend
monthly sessions to learn more about best a time – not one test at
a time,” says Dr. Moss.
practices for formative assessment.

“We’re looking to help
teachers find the best
ways to use their 45
minutes of lesson
time.”
The September 5th
session addressed
how effective
homework prepares
students for what will
be taught the next day.
It also explored lesson
planning, classroom
management
strategies, time
management and
open vs. traditional
classrooms. The
session also
emphasized the
importance of looking
for compelling
evidence of learning
during each lesson
by implementing
strategies that
promote critical
thinking skills. “When
students think to learn,
they learn to think,”
says Dr. Moss.

Teacher
Qualifications
As a parent of a student in the
Armstrong School District, under the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, you
have a right to know the professional
qualifications of the teachers who
instruct your child. The No Child Left
Behind Act gives you the right to ask
for the following information about each
of your child’s classroom teachers:
• Whether the State of Pennsylvania
has licensed or qualified the teacher
for the grades and subjects s/he
teaches.
• Whether the teacher is teaching
under an emergency permit or other
provisional status by which state
licensing criteria have been waived.
• The teacher’s college major, whether
the teacher has any advanced
degrees, and, if so, the subject of the
degrees.
• Whether any instructional aides or
similar paraprofessionals provide
services to your child and, if they do,
their qualifications.

Subsequent monthly
professional
development sessions, which are funded by Federal Programs and
Grants, will focus on customizing instruction and assessment toward
each individual teacher’s classroom using a research-based program
such as formative assessment. The district hopes to empower teams
of teachers at the building level to collaborate with their peers to
improve instruction and achievement district-wide.
According to Dr. Soloski, over the last several years, formative
assessment has been the focus of all professional development.
Teachers and administrators have been actively engaged in the
process of understanding the formative learning cycle and its role in
improving student achievement.
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Opening Doors
New Conference Takes Collaboration to the Next Level
As members of Armstrong School District’s Professional Development
Committee, high school teachers Linda Richardson and Mandy
Blake work to gather and evaluate teacher professional development
surveys. This process is mandated by Federal Programs Grants given
to the district. Over the years, the team recognized a recurring theme
in the teachers’ comments on the surveys, namely, the need to have
more opportunities to meet as departments – something that presents
a logistical challenge in the Armstrong School District because of
the sheer geographical size of the district and the distance between
schools in the various attendance areas.
The committee decided, however, that departmental collaboration
is such an important driver of professional development that it was
imperative to find a way to make time for a structured initiative –
which led to the introduction of a new concept called the “Opening
Doors Conference.” The inaugural “Opening Doors” session was
an in-service held on October 29th. It took place at West Shamokin
Jr.-Sr. High School and featured more than 50 separate presentations
by Armstrong School District educators and outside presenters on a
myriad of topics.
“We decided to call our conference day ‘Opening Doors,’ because
we felt that many doors needed to be opened in the education arena,
particularly those between colleagues and between the Professional
Development Committee and educators based on the survey results,”
explains Ms. Richardson, one of several district educators who took a
lead role in planning the new in-service program. “The interest, then, is
to have time to share information, ideas, strategies and best practices
to be used in the classroom. It is time set aside for collaboration.”
ASD teachers were given the unprecedented opportunity to attend up
to four “Opening Doors” sessions during the conference day that best
met their individual professional development needs. Presentation
topics ranged from how to
prepare students for Keystone
Exams to drug awareness
trends in Armstrong County and
how to create a teacher web
page. Other topics revolved
around STEM education, the
connections between preschool
and kindergarten education,
proven study habits for students,
gifted education, reading
comprehension, effective remedial
strategies and innovative ways
Linda Richardson

to infuse technology into the
classroom.
Lenape Elementary third grade
teachers Lynette Dowling and
Erika Hogan collaborated on
the development of a session
entitled “Managing an Elementary
Classroom Environment.”
Their main focus was effective
techniques and strategies for
implementing differentiated
instruction to improve student
achievement.

Lynette Dowling

“The conference provides access to professional development support
where we can share our perspectives and teaching strategies among
our peers and also learn from their input to improve ourselves,” says
Ms. Dowling.
“In the classroom, we tailor our teaching to the needs of all students
– and the idea behind the conference is that we should do the same
things for the professional development of teachers,” says Ms. Hogan.
“Teachers know what their weaknesses are and what they need to
learn in order to improve.”
The Professional Education Committee assesses the educational
and staff development needs of the school, professional educators,
students and community during the strategic planning process. A
comprehensive online needs assessment survey, administered to
all professional staff in Winter 2012, reflects the strategic planning
educational and organizational goals related to: Academic Standards;
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment; Research-Based
Instructional Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement; High
Quality Instruction for All Students; Management; Interpretation; and
Use of Data to Plan for Effective Lessons.
The needs assessment survey also addresses strategic planning
and goals for effective teaching for students who are below proficient
or below grade level, limited English proficient, or students who may
have academic needs that require varied instructional strategies to
help them learn: Management; Organization and Communication;
Technology; No Child Left Behind (NCLB); IDEA (Chapter 14); Chapter
16 (Gifted Education); and English Language Learners (ELLs).
The survey encourages professional staff to provide input that is used
to improve staff development opportunities.

4
Common Core Standards & Keystone Exams
ASD Realigns Curriculum, Instruction & Assessments
The technical and academic skills required
to achieve success in today’s world are
constantly changing, which means that K-12
education standards must change right
along with them. Recently, Pennsylvania
adopted new guidelines for public education
known as the Common Core Standards
(CCS), which establishes a consistent,
clear framework to prepare students for
postsecondary education and success in the
workplace. The Common Core Curriculum
is more rigorous in terms of content and
requires students to develop a deeper skill
level in all areas of education.

Similarly, the Common Core
Reading standards require students
to understand and interpret
more complex texts and use that
knowledge to compare and contrast
the texts. It is a more researchcentered approach that calls for
increasingly sophisticated levels of
comprehension, interpretation and
application. CCS for Reading also
will facilitate a curricular shift toward
informational or non-fiction texts,
and a strong emphasis on writing,
especially in technical formats.

“In the past, the Standards were more
broad-based and touched upon a wide
range of different concepts,” explains Dr.
Shauna Braun-Zukowski, Coordinator
of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment &
Accountability in the Armstrong School
District. “Now, we teach in greater depth on
fewer concepts.” Dr. Braun-Zukowski says
that higher-order skills such as reasoning,
problem-solving, and critical thinking are
more valued in CCS. In math, for example,
there will be more emphasis on application
rather than recall. “The test may ask what is
the second step toward solving a problem,
rather than what is the solution. Common
Core focuses more on the logic you use to
find the answers.”

The 2012-13 school year represents Education consultant Jill Stine from The Common
Core Institute oversaw the Armstrong School District’s
a transition period for CCS in
Pennsylvania, and Armstrong School Common Core Academy in September.
District has embarked on a number
of targeted professional development
initiatives including the Common Core
Another significant change for 2012Academy.
13 is the statewide implementation of
Keystone Exams. Keystone Exams are
The Common Core Academy, which
based on CCS and are one component of
consisted of two separate sessions in latePennsylvania’s new system of high school
September, provided principals and building graduation requirements. These end-ofchairpersons with a wealth of information
course assessments are designed to assess
about CCS and helped educators integrate
proficiency in the subject areas of Algebra I,
the new standards into the district’s
Literature and Biology.
curriculum maps. These maps provide a
blueprint for the necessary content and
They will serve as the basis for “No Child
sequence of instruction for every grade level Left Behind” accountability in determining
and subject.
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Beginning
in 2017, all students must pass the Keystone
District administrators, including Dr. Cheryl
Exams in order to receive a high school
Soloski, see the integration of CCS into the diploma.
district’s existing curriculum as a relatively
seamless process. Dr. Soloski adds that
To help students prepare for the Keystone
Department Chairs and grade level and
Exams, Armstrong School District offers
content area teams are diligently working to Pennsylvania Classroom Diagnostic
incorporate the common core standards into Tools - a set of online resources designed
the District’s curriculum.
to provide diagnostic information that guides
instruction. The Classroom Diagnostic Tools
Armstrong School District conducted Parent are aligned to CCS and identify both the
Workshops on the subject of Common
academic strengths, and areas of need, for
Core Standards. The October 9th sessions
every student on an individualized basis.
featured presenter Jeremy Gaborin of the
Unlike the PSSA, students can take the
ARIN Intermediate Unit.
Keystone Exams more than once during the

Dr. Shauna Braun-Zukowski
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school year. Armstrong School District has a
tutoring program planned for later this fall to
help students brush up on their skills for the
Keystone Exams. The district will use the
web-based Study Island resource – which
was purchased through an Accountability
Block Grant – to provide remedial support for
students.
New STEM Courses for 2012-13
In its continuing efforts to promote the value
of Science, Technology, Engineering & Math
(STEM) education, Armstrong School District
introduced two new STEM-centered courses
this year in each of its high school buildings.
The new STEM Robotics course is offered
through the Computer Science Department
and is available to students in grades 1112. It is designed to reinforce 21st Century
skill-sets involving critical thinking and
problem solving, while also teaching time
management, resource allocation, teamwork
and communications. The course provides
“minds-on, hands-on” learning opportunities
through practical experience. STEM
Robotics integrates LEGO MINDSTORM
NXT robotics building systems with Robot
C, an industry-standard programming

language developed by Carnegie Mellon
University. Students have the opportunity to
build and program robots to solve real-world
problems and challenge each other in class
competitions.
Advanced Math for STEM
Careers is a college
prep class available to
juniors and seniors that
emphasizes the practical
application of Algebra,
Geometry and Statistics
principles as they relate to
STEM careers.
The new AP Statistics is a
college-level course that teaches students
to communicate methods, results, and
interpretations using the vocabulary of
statistics. All students who take AP Statistics
are required to take the AP exam at its
conclusion, which can qualify them to earn
college credits for the course.
Also new at the high school level for 2012-13
is Study Skills, a grade 9-12 course that
promotes the development of organizational
skills relating to academics. Students work
on test-taking strategies to
improve their performance.
There are also course
components relating to study
habits, note-taking, reading
strategies, memorization and
retention techniques, goalsetting, vocabulary building,
spelling and time management.

Ford City HS seniors Quinn Opalka (l) and Jacob
Scoccimerra (r) in Patrick Mulroy’s STEM Robotics course.

Juniors who did not achieve
proficiency on the PSSA are
automatically placed into
the Study Skills course, but
it is also offered as an open
elective. Beginning next year,
it will be strictly an elective
course.

Introducing O.W.L.
Armstrong School District also debuted
a new study skills initiative for students
in grades 5-8 this year. The O.W.L.
binder (Organized While Learning)
is a comprehensive, systematic
organizational tool that was
developed to help students
become more successful in
how they prepare themselves
for learning. O.W.L. is not a
separate class, but rather a
collection of organizational,
notetaking, reading and
motivational strategies to
help students be successful
in school. The binder system
contains learning and assignment logs and
even tips on ways to organize a locker.
Patti Burford, a developmental reading
specialist at West Shamokin, was one of the
district educators who worked to develop the
innovative concept last year. “The majority
of our students have organizational problems
– and it affects their academic performance,”
says Ms. Burford. “We see it in 7th-graders
especially, when they move from an
elementary setting to having class periods.”
Ms. Burford says that one of the best
aspects of O.W.L. is that it makes it easier
for parents to keep tabs on their child’s dayto-day school activities. “O.W.L. really opens
the door for parent participation. Now, they
know what to look for and what questions to
ask.” She also says that some of the older
students at West Shamokin have requested
O.W.L. materials because they recognize its
value.
All Armstrong School District students
in grades 5-8 participate in O.W.L. The
program was custom designed by a
committee of ASD educators, adapting
elements from similar programs that they
researched.
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News & Notes
Internet Safety

The Armstrong School District is pleased to announce that it acquired the comprehensive i-Safe K-12
curriculum. A Safe Schools grant funded the purchase of the materials. According to KHS computer
science teacher Carol Lorigan, the district has access to the complete i-Safe curriculum, which covers
a wide range of areas including cyber-bullying prevention, social networking etiquette, Internet security,
identity protection and other topics relating to Internet safety.
“Today’s students have grown up in a cyber-world,” says Ms. Lorigan. “Whether you see that as bad or
good, that’s the world they live in and they need to learn that there are dangers associated with that and dire
consequences for mistakes they could make.” The i-Safe curriculum provides dynamic, interactive, up-to-date Internet safety education in
the classroom, online and in the community. These prevention-oriented lessons and programs employ peer-to-peer communication and
cooperative learning activities to help students retain this valuable information. The Outreach component facilitates the extension of students’
newly acquired i-Safe knowledge beyond the classrooms and potentially educates the entire community on the need to be safe online.
Ms. Lorigan says the curriculum empowers older students to serve as Internet Safety mentors for their younger peers and allows teachers to
earn their certification through on-line training.

HEALTHY Armstrong Update
To combat rising obesity rates in Armstrong County, HEALTHY Armstrong applied for and received a U.S. Department of Education Carol
White Physical Education Program grant in 2010. HEALTHY Armstrong was one of 77 organizations and school districts in the United States
to be awarded a grant that year.
Since then, much has been accomplished. Armstrong School District and HEALTHY Armstrong have enjoyed a productive partnership and
have worked extraordinarily well together for the benefit of our students and community. Each ASD secondary school has received mountain
bikes to use as part of their regular Physical Education classes. Yoga has been introduced into
the PE curriculum. Heart rate monitors and pedometers funded by the grant are routinely used
in classes. Fitness centers are in the process of being established in each secondary school.
Secondary students in ASD can attend the Richard G. Snyder YMCA after school at no charge. Two
climbing walls have been installed at the YMCA. Teachers have received extensive training both onsite and at state and national conferences. The two organizations look forward to partnering on more
initiatives in the future.
The HEALTHY Armstrong collaborative lists its major partners as: Armstrong School District; ACMH Hospital; ACMH Foundation; Children’s
Community Pediatrics – Armstrong; the County of Armstrong; and UPMC Health Plan.

School Nutrition Program
Effective July 1, 2012, federal requirements went into place establishing new nutrition standards for school meals,
specifically the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program. The new nutrition standards
are based on a collection of scientific research and are consistent with Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The new
nutrition standards require the offering of more whole grains and a greater variety of fruits and vegetables to school
meals. In order to stay within the minimum and maximum ranges for grains, meats and calories, portion sizes may be
reduced from what was previously offered.
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Annual Notice of Special Education Services and Programs
Services for School-Age Students with Disabilities

The Armstrong School District provides a full continuum of
special education programs and services to meet the diverse
learning needs of students with disabilities in kindergarten
through twelfth grade including Learning Support, Emotional
Support, Life-Skills Support, Speech or Language Support,
Hearing Impaired Support, Visually Impaired Support and
Autistic Support opportunities. Students may receive related
services such as vision and hearing support, speech or
language therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy,
and transportation, for example. Special education programs
and services are provided to students who are in need of
specially designed instruction and who meet eligibility criteria
for one or more of the following disabilities as defined by
Pennsylvania State Regulations (Chapter 14): Autism, DeafBlindness, Emotional Disturbance, Hearing Impairment,
Deafness, Mental Retardation, Multiple Disabilities,
Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health Impairment, Specific
Learning Disability, Speech or Language Impairment,
Traumatic Brain Injury and Visual Impairment including
Blindness. The district also provides related services such
as transportation, physical therapy, and occupational therapy
as needed to enable the student to benefit from the special
education program. Additional information regarding special
education services and programs and parental due process
rights may be obtained by contacting your child’s school
principal or the Special Education office at (724) 763-5230.
The Special Education regulations in Pennsylvania for
school districts are found under the 22 PA Code, Chapter
14. Chapter 14 provides regulatory guidance to ensure
compliance with the federal law, the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act of 2004, and its regulations. The
Armstrong School District implements the provisions of
Chapter 14 and ensures that all students with disabilities have
available to them a free appropriate public education (FAPE)
that is designed to enable the students to participate fully
and independently in the community, including preparation
for employment or higher education. The school district also
follows procedures outlined in Chapter 14 that safeguard
the rights of students with disabilities and their parents.

The ddistrict engages in identification procedures to ensure
that all students receive an appropriate educational program,
consisting of special education and related services, which are
individualized to meet the educational needs of the student,
and reasonably calculated to yield meaningful educational
benefit and student progress at no cost to the parents/
guardians and in compliance with state and federal law.
Screening and evaluation procedures emphasize intervening
early and often identify students who may have a disability
and need specially designed instruction. The Armstrong
School District utilizes the Response to Intervention and
Instruction (RtII) multi-tier model of service delivery that
ensures that all students receive high-quality instruction
and interventions with increasing intensity of services

matched to the current level of student need. At Tier I,
grade-level teams of teachers systematically review data
from all students such as grades, end of theme reading
assessments, and the results of the Dynamic Indicators
of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), 4Sight Benchmark
and Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)
test results, for example, to make educational decisions
about changes in instruction or goals. Some students
may be referred to the Tier II Child Study Team which is a
problem-solving team that uses academic and behavioral
assessments to identify why students are not mastering the
required skills at the same pace as their peers. The Child
Study Team identifies specific skills that need developed
and then select research-based, scientifically validated
interventions to address the need. At this level, targeted
instruction and additional practice time aim to accelerate
learning. Students are monitored for progress frequently
to measure their response to intervention so that instruction
and interventions may be adjusted when necessary.
Students whose needs extend beyond what may
be successfully provided for within the general
education core curriculum with supplemental
programs may be referred by the Child Study Team
for a multidisciplinary evaluation for consideration
of special education services and more intensive
interventions including specially designed instruction.
The extent of special education services and the
location for the delivery of such services are determined
by the IEP team and are based on the student’s
identified needs and abilities, chronological age and
the level of intensity of the specified intervention.
Parents who suspect their child has a disability may
request a multidisciplinary evaluation of their child at any
time through written request to the school principal or
the Office of Special Education. Services for school-age
students with disabilities include the annual development
of an Individualized Education Program (IEP) plan. The
extent of special education services (Itinerant: 20 percent
or less, Supplemental: less than 80 percent but more than
20 percent, and Full Time: more than 80 percent) and the
location for the delivery of such services are determined
by the IEP team and are based on the student’s needs.
Parents are encouraged to contribute during the evaluation
and individual planning of their child’s educational program.
There are signs of developmental delays and other
risk factors that parents can look for that could indicate
their child has a disability. More importantly, there
are also strategies and resources that can help. To
learn more about the early signs of developmental
delays and learning disabilities, please contact
the Office of Special Education at 724-763-5230.

Infant, Toddler &
Preschooler Screenings

Early warning signs of childhood problems can improve your
child’s chances for a happy future. Many conditions can be
corrected if parents recognize the early signs and seek help.
LIFESTEPS of Armstrong County (formerly Easter Seals)
offers a free screening service for all children from birth to
age 5. LIFESTEPS provides the services of a Child Check
Mobile Unit, which travels to various locations in each county
at least twice a month. The Unit is equipped to provide
infant, toddler, and preschooler screenings in vision, hearing,
speech, and developmental skills. Results of the screenings
are discussed with the parents immediately. To participate,
call LIFESTEPS at 1-800-225-2010 for more information or
to schedule a FREE appointment. The earlier you identify a
problem and get professional support, the greater the chance
your child can be helped.

Early Intervention Services
for Preschool Children

Act 212, the Early Intervention Services System Act, entitles
all preschool children with disabilities to appropriate early
intervention services. Young children who are experiencing
developmental delays or physical or mental disabilities and
their families are eligible for early intervention services. Atrisk children are eligible for screening and tracking.
The Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare is
responsible for providing services to infants and toddlers,
defined as children from birth through two years of age.
Contact Family Counseling Center of Armstrong County,
(724) 545-1234. The Pennsylvania Department of Education
is responsible for providing services to preschool children
from ages three through five. For more information, contact
1-800-272-ARIN.

Confidentiality of
Student Records

The Armstrong School District protects the confidentiality of
personally identifiable information regarding students thought
to be with a disability and protected handicapped students in
accordance with state and federal law and the school district’s
policy on school records for exceptional students. Parental
rights regarding student records are available at any school
office. For further information about services for school-age
students or preschool children with disabilities, contact the
Office of Special Education (724) 763-5230.

Special Education
Discussion Groups

The first meeting of the 2012-2013 school year was held
in the fall. The group hopes to have additional meetings
throughout the 2012-2013 school year. Topics and dates
for the upcoming meetings are decided at each meeting.
For more information, please contact Dr. Matthew Pawk,
Coordinator of Special Education and Psychological
Services, at (724) 763-5230 or at mlp@asd.k12.pa.us.
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The Shape of Things to Come:
Design Concepts for New Secondary School
The Armstrong School District is pleased to report that design work on the new secondary facility continues to move forward.
The new school complex will be located on a 68-acre parcel of land in Manor Township near the intersection of PA Route 422
and Buffington Drive and will serve approximately
1,775 students in grades 7-12 from the Ford City
and Kittanning Area attendance areas.
Over the past several months, architects from
L.R. Kimball have been working diligently on
design concepts with the Armstrong School
District to advance the new secondary building
project. The district is pleased to be able to
share these recent architectural renderings of the
building from several different vantage points at
this time.
This aerial site view shows the building
occupying the southern end of the site. The
future athletic areas are to be located
in the front and to the sides of
the parking areas and are master
planned to accommodate a 4,500
seat football stadium with lights,
an eight-lane track, soccer field,
baseball and softball fields and
tennis courts.
Site design also provides for
student safety as all bus loading
and unloading is conducted in the
back of the building in a specific
manner. The main parking areas for
parents, students and community
will be at the northern (front) of
The new junior-senior high school campus will be constructed on a 68-acre site located
the building and be separate from
near the intersection of Route 422 and Buffington Drive. The land was donated to the
school busses.
district by the Sherry Family Trust.
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The main entrance to the new secondary school building
leads directly into a two-story concourse/event lobby that
acts as a partition between the lower level classroom
wing to the right and the 1,200-seat main gymnasium
and 1,000-seat auditorium to the left. The 4,400
sq.-ft. library serves as a centerpiece of the first floor
classroom wing and is surrounded by a central courtyard
outside.
As can be seen from the renditions of the auditorium and
library entrances, the building makes use of design that
combines a strategic placement of large volume spaces
with smaller ones and allows for a variety of facade
treatments.
Contrasting and complementary colors and textures, and
scaling and proportioning of window openings relative to
the spaces they serve provide economical architectural
interest. Attention has been given to utilizing sustainable
materials, quality detailing, durable finishes, energy
efficiency, and ease of operations and maintenance.
High clerestory windows such as that in the lobby and
other community areas will provide natural daylight
to the interior of the building and provide the same
advantages to the cafeteria looking outwards towards a
natural setting.
Special emphasis has been given to making the
interior spaces pleasant and attractive, while taking
advantage of the amazing views that will be available
to students. As an example depicted in this picture,
building occupants utilizing one stairwell will have
tremendous lines of sight towards Ford City overlooking
the surrounding highway and valleys.
Additional design photos will be located on the district
website when available. Presently, a video of the initial
site and sketches of the building provided in a Google
maps perspective may be viewed at www.asd.k12.pa.us.
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Parent
Information
Sessions

• ADHD and Autism Open Discussion –
December 14, 2012 (9:00 am)
Administration Building – Professional
Development Center. Presenters: Sheree
Shafer, CRNP, DNP and Christine Cassesse,
CRNP – Children’s Community Pediatrics.
• Parent/Teacher Conference Day –
February 15, 2013 Whiteboard Demonstration
by Technology Mentors at each building. Times
will be designated by building principal.
• Science Fair and STEM Education – March
7, 2013 (6:00-8:00 pm) West Hills Intermediate.
The use of mathematics and science in the ASD
curriculum for grades 4-12 will be showcased.

• PEP is a Physical Education Program – March 13, 2013 (6:00-7:00 pm)
Lenape Elementary School. Hosted by Devin Lorigan. Experience some of the new fitness
technology that your children are using as part of the PEP Grant!
• Title I Family Fun Night – April 25, 2013 (Begins at 6:00 pm) – St. Mary’s Parish Hall,
Kittanning. “A Time Machine” will be the theme of this invitation-only event that will feature
educational games, activities and ideas to make learning more fun for Title I students!

