March 2018

John W. Garvy
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Save the Date
March 1 – History Fair
March 6- PBIS Out of Dress:
Tie Dye Day
March 7- PPLC @8am
March 8- Dino’s PTA
Fundraiser
March 9- Progress Reports
Issued
March 13 – LSC Meeting
@5:30pm; PTA @6:30pm
March 14- K-2 Animal Show
March 15- Spring Pictures;
Drama Play @7pm
March 16 – Irish Dancers
@1pm
March 20- Drama Play;
Principal Tea @6pm
March 21- Kinder Children
Museum Field Trip; 3rd grade
field trip; LSC Forum
@5:30pm
March 23- Green-4-Jeans;
Connect 4 Tournament
March 26-30th- Spring Break
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As we “march” along this school year, the Garvy Bulldogs continue to
celebrate school spirit by participating in the Connect Four Championship
at the end of the month. The PTA is sponsoring a school-wide competition
on March 23rd! Make sure to sign up for the fun event!
This month we will administer the PARCC Assessment (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) to students in grades
3-8 beginning the week of March 5th. The PARCC test measures student
performance in the areas of English Language Arts and Mathematics.
Results from the assessment will be sent home in the fall and are used by
our staff as we focus our work on planning and delivery of instruction and
how to support students in their learning. The attached schedule was
developed to complete the testing within four school days, with testing
sessions scheduled in the morning and afternoon. Students in grades 3
and 4 will take a paper/pencil version of the test and the students in
grades 5 through 8 have a computerized assessment. To prepare for
testing, be sure your child gets a good night's rest and arrives to school on
time. We are confident that the students are well prepared for this
assessment and will KNOCK IT OUT OF THE PARCC!
The Girls and Boys basketball seasons have come to an end and I’d like
to give a special shout out to all of the coaches, Mrs. Hehn, Ms.
Cavanaugh, Ms. Patton and Mr. Camacho, as well as the other coaches
from the Chicago Park District, and Mrs. Colon for her behind the scenes
submission of student information, rosters, and school liaison.
The LSC will meet this month on March 13th at 5:30 in the library and the
PTA will meet at 6:30 right after in the multi-purpose room. This year, the
Local School Council will hold their bi-annual election on Report Card
Pick-Up Day in April and there will be an LSC Forum on Wednesday,
March 21st in the multi-purpose room for parents and community
members to introduce themselves. Parents are encouraged to attend all
school meetings to hear information about school initiatives, school
funding and how our PTA is supporting school programs with the most
important fundraiser of the year, The Bulldog Bash on April 20th.

Follow us
@JWGarvyBulldogs
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ATTENTION 8th Grade Students and Parents

Please support our
ongoing fundraiser
with the Amazon
Smile program.
Simply link your
Amazon account to JW
Garvy Adopt-aClassroom NFP group,
and 0.5% of every
purchase you make on
Amazon.com will be
donated back to
Garvy’s AAC.

High School notifications will be available online March 30, 2018. If you applied with paper
applications, you will receive an e-mail stating how to retrieve your information online.
If you have any questions, PLEASE CALL 773-553-2060, or e-mail Karen Hannsberry at
khannsberry@cps.edu.
3. The deadline to accept or decline high school offers is April 13, 2018. More information on
HOW to accept and decline to follow.
4. To find out about Principal’s Discretion, please contact the Office of Access and Enrollment.
2018 GIRLS ON THE RUN AND HEART & SOLE!
First of all, I want to give a special thanks to the wonderful VOLUNTEER Coaches who dedicate
their time every year to Garvy students! Without these wonderful people, we would not be
able to have a program AND we wouldn’t be the LARGEST team in the City of Chicago!!!
THANK YOU TO:
Elissa Sarkiss, Theresa Hehn, Rebecca Cavanaugh, Mary Patton, Ana Lopez, Clarissa Grego,
Juliane Pearson
We start the Season the week of March 5th and will be sending notification home prior to
March 5th indicating which days and times your participants will have their practices.

To all
3rd through 8th grade
students…
Knock it out of the
PARCC!!
Testing begins on
March 5th!
Good luck, eat a healthy
breakfast, and breathe!!

Pre-order your 20172018 yearbook today!
It's been a great school
year so far and we've
been capturing fun
memories for the
yearbook. Don't miss out
on all the events that are
happening at Garvy. Preorder your yearbook today
at ybpay.lifetouch.com
using our school's
Yearbook ID Code
10190218.

Thank you for your continued support and interest! Thank you and please feel free to contact
me!!

History Fair 2018
Thank you to all of the parents who came to view and support the hard work of the 3rd, 5th,
and 7th graders. Congratulations to all of the participants and finalists of our 2018 Garvy
History Fair. All of the following winners met the scoring requirements and will be advancing
to the citywide Junior History fair at Lane Tech on Saturday, April 7th to represent Garvy!
Congrats and Good Luck!
Exhibit Category:
Documentary Category:
1st Place: Brandon Tu
Graci Komperda and Jen Tinh
2nd Place: Milana Popovic
3rd Place: Kirsten Nicholson
4th Place: Jessica Mucollari

Library Help
Need homework help? Try the local
neighborhood libraries.
o Mondays- Edgebrook Branch- 4:007:00pm
o Tuesdays- Jefferson Park Branch- 4:007:00pm
o Wednesdays- Oriole Park Branch- 4:007:00pm
o Thursdays- Roden Branch- 4:00-7:00pm
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Bulldog Bash
Mark your calendars for Garvy’s annual
fundraiser! This year’s auction will take
place on Friday, April 20, 2018. All of you
can help make this event a success by
participating in some way. Please know
that all of the help, no matter how big or
how small, is greatly appreciated! Are you
able to donate your time to help with the
auction?
Hope to see you there!
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Assistant’s Announcements

February was an extremely busy month here at Garvy; the end of 2nd quarter, Screenagers film event, family
game night, McTeacher’s Night, multiple assemblies and field trips and even a snow day. The busy days make
the school year fly by. I cannot believe that it is time for me to start planning my spring garden and switching
out my closet for lighter, brighter wear. Goodbye Winter- Hello Spring!!!
I have a few announcements to share this month:
1. Garvy’s Monthly Newsletter is going completely digital! That’s right! All digital! In honor of Earth Day,
our precious universe and resources, the monthly newsletter will only be available via the Garvy
website and Ms. Chron’s Weekly Events email starting in April. As our Garvy family grows, it is time to
limit the amount of paper we use. The PTA Post and school calendar will continue to be printed on
paper for your convenience.
2. On March 5th, we begin the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC). Our third and fourth graders take PARCC in written form and our fifth through eighth graders
take the exam on the computer. Remember to get a good night’s rest, eat a decent breakfast and
mentally prepare for the assessment. This test gauges what students have learned within the past
year, noting whether the student is at, above, or below grade level. Please make sure your child is at
school on time! Testing begins by 8:45 A.M. daily.
3. The annual My Voice, My School survey has begun for the 2017-2018 school year. This year the
survey will be taken by all staff members, parents, and students in grades 4th-8th. The 4th and 5th
graders are being included this year as a statewide pilot. The parents will be asked to participate in this
important survey in April.
“In winter, I plot and plan. In spring, I move.” ~Henry Rollins

Student Spotlight
We want to extend a huge CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who participated in the Band for Today
Solo Contest! These students prepared an entire piece, performed for a judge, and received a rating based on their
performance. We are very proud of our Garvy Bulldogs!
Lauren Chavez - Gold Medal
Yasmine Marhoum - Gold Medal
Zuleikha Arellano - Silver Medal
Dania Santana - Silver Medal

John Allison - Silver Medal
Sean Payne - Silver Medal
Annalie Giang - Silver Medal
Gabe Nearbin - Trophy

Garvy Attendance All-Stars!!!
Homerooms with the highest attendance
this month

93.8%
GARVY’S
FEBRUARY
ATTENDANCE
RATE

Primary: Homeroom 110, Ms. Khou
Intermediate: Homeroom 206, Mrs. Shehab
Upper: Homeroom 222, Mrs. McCain
Congratulations to homeroom 206! They had the
highest overall attendance, 97.46% for the month of
February. This homeroom will receive an extra recess
with Mrs. Bester.

Please help bring this percentage above
96% by avoiding unnecessary absences.
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Congratulations
The Goldento Bulldog
the Golden

winners for the month of February
were:

Bulldog Winners!!!

Primary Grades: Room 104, Ms. Podumis
Room 108, Ms. Mora
September 18, 2017

Middle Grades: Room 202, Ms. Huber
Primary: Room 101
Upper
Grades: Room 221, Ms. Morales
Intermediate: Room 202

Please don’t forget to create
an account on the Garvy
School website! You can get
alerts on assignments and
other important
announcements!

Upper: Room 128

The Top Dog Award is a statue of a Golden Bulldog that lower, intermediate and upper grade
homerooms win as a result of earning “links.” These links are given by other teachers or staff in
the school who see an exemplary class. Links can be given to a class for respecting the
September 29, 2017
announcements, walking respectfully down a hallway or actively participating in a lesson.
Every two weeks a classroom has the chance of winning this honor! Ask your child if their class
has won this award yet this year!

March 6th: PBIS Fun Dress Up Day:
Tie Dye Day (shirts, pants, socks, hats)

Battle of the Books Trip
On Sunday, February 25, members from the 7-8th grade Battle of the Books
Club (BOB), attended a performance at the Illinois Holocaust Museum and
Education Center (IHMEC). The students are currently reading We Will Not Be
Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement that Defied Adolf
Hitler, by Russell Freedman, from their book club list which tied into the
performance. It is the 75th anniversary of the execution of The White Rose
group that coordinated efforts for civil rights and opposition to the Nazi
policies.
In partnership with the Skokie Public Library, local teens in 6-9th grade
performed an original theater production, We Are the White Rose: Teen
Voices of Resistance, about the experiences of real teens who risked their
lives to protect human rights. Each monologue included many different
decades, such as, Pullman Labor Violations, Women’s Voting Rights, African
American Civil Rights, War in Bosnia, Persepolis, etc., to highlight teen voices
and their impact to protect human rights. Today, we are hearing many teen
voices in the recent Florida high school tragedy who are using their voices to
make change for the positive and make that impact to protect humanity.
Students that were able to attend included Mark E., Michael E, Reed E,
Francis G, Matthew L, FaithMarie Z, Mrs. Akers, and Mrs. Evans, coach. If you
see them in the hallway, asked them about their experience. It may enlighten
you, as they were.
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PAWS: Practice Respect—Achieve—Willing to Work—Safe and Secure

John
W. Schools
GaRVYJ
Chicago
Public

Attention-Correction
In last month’s newsletter, we
congratulated the winners of the Spelling
Bee. Unfortunately, we made a small
mistake. The winner for the 3rd-5th grade
was Julia Berg. Congratulations Julia! We
apologize for the previous error.

My Voice, My School
All 4th—8th grade students will be asked to
participate in the My Voice, My School
Survey. This is a survey conducted by
Chicago Public Schools and the University of
Chicago Consortium on Chicago School
Research. The survey asks students about
their experiences at school. Parents are
invited to take the survey at Report Card
Pick-Up on April 18, 2018. Please participate
in the survey to have your voice be heard!

