From the Principal’s Desk
Hello! And welcome to the spring 2018 edition of the
DPHS Principal’s Newsletter. While we will continue to
use ParentSquare for more specific updates, we use this
newsletter to share information on upcoming school
events, programs, and campus improvement initiatives.

Campus Safety (previously sent via ParentSquare)
In light of recent national and local events, I wanted to
take some time to talk about school safety--particularly
at our school. As principal (and a DPHS parent), I know
that it is vital that parents, students, and staff have the
utmost confidence that Dos Pueblos High School is a
safe, secure, and orderly campus.
We recently conducted a joint PTSA/ELAC meeting on
the topic of safety where Dean of Students Nate
Mendoza, Assistant Principal Mary Ziegler, and School
Resource Officer George Hedricks presented on topics
ranging from drugs and alcohol to social media. I am
also inviting you to a follow-up conversation on school
safety with me to take place on Monday, March 19 at
7pm in the DPHS library. The purpose of this meeting
will be to have have a conversation/dialogue with the
principal on issues of school safety/security.
I do want to recognize that our community has
experienced a great deal of trauma. From the Thomas
Fire and Montecito mudslides, to events during the
September Microburst, to a recent tragic accident that
resulted in the death of a DPHS student, this has been
the most challenging year in my twenty-year career in
education. Throughout each event, our teachers,
classified staff, administrators, and counselors have
been there to comfort and support our students--and
I’m so proud of their commitment to be there for
students during these crises.

And while we are proud of the work we have done over
the past few years to address campus safety, we know
there is more work to be done in three specific areas: 1)
training and preparation of our school community to
respond to emergencies, 2) enhanced technology and
safety equipment and resources, and 3) education and
training for staff, students, and parents to proactively
address issues, and to improve students wellness and
mental health.
We are also actively (and expediently) making
improvements to our safety equipment, planning, and
training. Here is an overview of our protocols currently
in place and planned steps for 2018-19:
Education/Training/Protocols for Staff and Students
● Scheduled monthly drills and/or safety protocol
reviews that include drills for earthquake, fire,
and lockdown/shelter in place.
● Under the direction of School Resource Officer
Deputy George Hedricks and Dean of Students
Nate Mendoza, we conduct continuous ongoing
trainings and meetings with our four Campus
Security Assistants to proactively address issues.
● Require all visitors to DPHS to check in at the
main office and receive a visitor’s pass.
● Education for students on how to report issues
and the importance of “See Something, Say
Something.”
● Implementation of the “StopIt!” anonymous
incident reporting tool that is now available on
our website. This allows any student or parent
to share concerning information with DPHS
administration. DPHS administrators monitor
the reports and follow up accordingly.
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●
●

●

Continued high visibility of admin and campus
security across campus.
Any school threat, no matter how small, would
elicit a response from our school’s “Incident
Response Team.” This allows for a team of staff
members to be immediately assembled to work
together through any potential school safety
issues.
Any school threat will elicit staff and/or law
enforcement to immediately conduct a “threat
assessment protocol” to determine the level of
threat we are dealing with.

Programs/Resources for Students/Parents
● You can find a copy of the DPHS School Safety
Plan ( as well as additional District resources
and information on student safety) here: link.
● In 2017-18 for the first time, DPHS had
dedicated mental health professionals available
to our students through counselor referral.
● Annual Joint PTSA/ELAC meeting dedicated to
safety.
● “Check in and Connect” Program -- connecting
students in need of mentoring with a dedicated
DPHS staff member for regular, weekly,
informal check-ins and mentoring.
● This year, DPHS, in partnership with the CHP,
is participating in the “Every 15 Minutes”
Anti-Drinking and Driving Awareness Program.
Next Steps
● Installation of a modernized bell and public
address system that will significantly enhance
two-way school communication and allow
school administration to customize specific
voice and sound emergency messages. (summer
of 2018)

●
●

●

Installation of outdoor security cameras
throughout the campus. (spring/summer 2018).
Implementation of a Digital Citizenship
curriculum that all students will complete. The
Common Sense Digital Citizenship Curriculum
will address such topics as student’s online
persona, privacy, oversharing of information,
digital footprints, and cyberbullying.
Working with Community Partners such as Just
Communities, the Anti-Defamation League,
Wellness Connection Club, Aha!, and Family
Service Agency to provide mental health
resources for students and families.

We know that parents may have other suggestions and
ideas of what DPHS can do to improve campus safety. I
invite you to contact me or one of our school
administrators if you have questions, concerns, or
suggestions.
In other news, we have much to celebrate and be proud
of in the realms of academics, athletics, and
co-curricular activities. Thank you
for all your support of our
outstanding students.
Go Chargers!

Bill Woodard
Principal, Dos Pueblos HS
Every Fifteen Minutes Program
DP hosted the Every 15 Minutes program on March 6th
and 7th. This was a two-day program focusing on high
school juniors and seniors, which challenged them to
think about drinking, driving, the responsibility of
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making mature decisions, and the impact their decisions
have on family, friends and their community.

Students witnessed a simulated drunk driving collision
that was responded to by local law enforcement and
emergency responders. On the following day, students
participated in an assembly to memorialize the students
that were involved with the program along with student
and parent speakers, and special guest Matt Dies from
the Vow4Mal foundation. A video of the events that led
to the simulated collision was created by our DPNews
and Media students and is accessible on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKya9w4UpyE. Our
students and staff did a phenomenal job shedding light
on this important issue. Great job DP!
Campus Improvements!
I wanted to celebrate a couple of impressive campus
improvement projects. First, a shout out to Rip Chou
and the DPHS Tennis parents and coaches for
fundraising and installing a new tennis shed, shade
canopies, bleachers, and trees that have given our tennis
courts an overdue makeover.

Speaking of makeovers, sophomore Tristan Crandall
selected DPHS for his Eagle Scout Project--raising
funds and then renovating the DPHS Monument area
with new irrigation, mulch, trees, and shrubs.
Impressive work Tristan!

DPHS Newsletter Page 3

newspapers at the newsies expense, the young group
has no choice but to take action against the publishing
giant. With a broad and bright cast and crew on his side,
critically acclaimed director, Clark Sayre, brings the
Disney Pilot to life.
Honored as one of only five schools in the country to
pilot this Disney production, Dos Pueblos’ Newsies is
proud to announce this production includes
gender-blind casting as well. Lead by 2017 Santa
Barbara Teen Star, Nolan Montgomery (as Jack Kelly)
this sensational cast of over 70 students brings the
classic musical to life with outstanding music,
breathtaking sets and costumes, and stunning
choreography. It’s a show you won’t want to miss.
DP Theater Company Presents Newsies!

WHEN
● Friday, April 6th at 7:00 PM
● Saturday, April 7th at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
● Friday, April 13th at 7:00 PM
● Saturday, April 14th at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
● Friday, April 20th at 7:00 PM
● Saturday, April 21st at 2:00 and 7:00 PM

Dos Pueblos Theatre Company presents Disney’s
Newsies The Musical - the Tony Award winning
Broadway phenomenon. Based on the historic Newsboy
strike of 1899, Newsies tells the story of Jack Kelly, a
defiant newspaper boy with dreams of moving west.
When Pulitzer and Hearst increase the cost of

TICKETS
Tickets on sale now. $15 for adults $10 for students,
children, and seniors (65+) Tickets available at the box
office open at Dos Pueblos Monday – Friday 3pm-5pm
(Cash, check, and all major credit cards accepted)
Tickets are also available at the door the night of the
show, starting at 6:30 Or by phone: 805.968.2541 x4670.
Or online www.dptheatrecompany.org
Classroom Furniture Pilot
Superintendent Cary Matsuoka has helped support
three pilot classrooms this year that are testing out new,
more flexible student furniture products. Gone are the
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days that students in class after class, sat in rows facing
a teacher lecturing. In 2018, students and teachers need
furniture that provides flexible groupings, the ability to
move quickly and efficiently between different tasks,
and is a lot more comfortable.
For our pilot, English teacher Katie Dwyer’s classroom
(Q-05) is equipped with “Node Chairs” which provide
quick and efficient grouping options for students (and
have their own cup holders!). English teacher Cate
Nelson (H-32) and Science Teacher Megan O’Carroll
have rolling, stackable tables and chairs that also
provide for greater flexibility and collaboration.
Students and teachers have been overwhelmingly
positive in their reviews. We expect more sets to be
rolled out in 2018-19.

Vocal Jazz Choir Selected for Monterey Jazz Festival report from advisor Courtney Anderson
Our trip to Monterey was definitely one for the books.
As our first competition of the year, having it be the
most prestigious was a little nerve-wracking, to say the
least. Being selected as one of only eight high school
vocal jazz ensembles in the nation was more amazing
than we could have ever imagined. ” Our preparation
was intense, with rehearsals twice a week after school
and weekend retreats, but necessary and exhilarating.
We were so excited to perform, see the competition,
and soak in the wonder that is a jazz festival. The choir
stayed focused, positive, and gave a fantastic
performance. We are all anxious to get back to work to
get even better before our next festival.
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Astronaut Terry Virts visits DPEA

DP Econ Challenge Team Advances to Southern
California Final
The Econ Challenge Team from Dos Pueblos High
School emerged as one of the top five teams in
Southern California in an online competition. This
result qualifies the team to compete in the Southern
California State Final of the National Economics
Challenge on April 5, 2018 at the Federal Reserve Bank
in Los Angeles. The winner of this competition will
advance to the National Semi-Finals. The competition
consisted
of
questions
on
microeconomics,
macroeconomics, and international trade. Students took
individual tests, and their scores were combined. The
team members are: Maya Reese, James Roney, Aiden
Strong, Chad Williams.

Astronaut Terry Virts came to DPHS on February 27 to
speak to students in the Dos Pueblos Engineering
Academy. His words: “Incredible engineering program
at Dos Pueblos High School and Dos Pueblos
Engineering Academy. Congrats to Amir Abo-Shaeer
for putting together the most amazing high school
program I’ve ever seen, a 9-12 program that teaches
robotics. Machining. CAD/CAM. Manufacturing. Even
art. I was amazed and impressed by the kids and
educators.”
DP Mock Trial Captures County Championship
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On March 3, the Dos Pueblos Mock Trial team captured
the Santa Barbara County Championship defeating
archrival San Marcos in a nail-biting championship
round. It was the 8th county title for the Chargers in the
past 10 years, and propels the Chargers to the state
tournament taking place March 23-25 in Santa Ana. The
Chargers hope to capture our school’s fourth state title
which would equal the most for any team in California
history (DPHS capture the state title in 2016). Congrats
to our outstanding students and their dedicated
coaches!
DPHS AVID/PEAC Program
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is
DP's most successful program for guiding
underrepresented students into a four-year university.
We are justifiably proud of our program and have a
long track record of incredible success. So far this year,
our 51 AVID seniors have received 101 university
acceptances (with more on the way)--a remarkable
achievement!
A highlight of our students' AVID experience are
college visit field trips. This year, Mr. Schiff's AVID 11
class went on a 3-day trip to Northern California where
they toured 9 colleges and found a little time to see a
few sights! Our AVID 10 students will take their annual
tour of Southern California colleges later in the Spring.

PEAC (Program for Effective Access to College) is a
Santa Barbara Unified program that provides additional
support for AVID 9 and 10 students. Students improve
academic performance by attending evening tutorial
sessions, meeting regularly with their AVID/PEAC
counselor, participating in PEAC family outreach
events, and being mentored by our incredible college
mentors. Together with PEAC, AVID is changing
students' lives, and the lives of their families as well!
Counseling Office Information
Seniors Planning to Attend SBCC in the Fall 2018
Seniors attending SBCC in the fall have 5 Steps to
Enrollment:
1. Apply
2. Orientation
3. Assess
4. Class Planning
5. Register & Pay
Some of our seniors took a field trip to SBCC on Friday,
February 23rd for an Orientation and to take their English
and math assessment tests.
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If you have a senior who did not complete steps 2 & 3 yet,
they can do it all through SBCC Vaquero Days. Students can
go to the Vaquero Days link to register for one of the
Saturday events (space is limited and students must be on
time and have already completed their SBCC application).
9th-11th Graders Planning on Taking SBCC English, Math or
Econ in the Fall
If your student is planning on taking an SBCC English,
mathematics or economics course in the fall, passing the
SBCC English (for ENG 110) or math (for MATH 117 or 150,
or ECON 101 or 102) is required.
Assessments are taking place at the DP Cafeteria on the
following dates:
● English Assessment: Wednesday, March 21st at 9 am
● Math Assessment: Friday, May 11th at 8 am or
Friday, May 18th at 2 pm
Students will need their SBCC K# to sign up and receive a
ticket for the assessment. Sign-ups will begin 1-2 weeks before
the assessment dates with Ms. Hufschmid at the Counseling
Office counter during lunch and after school.

Summer School Information
Students have 3 options for summer school.
1. Santa
Barbara
Education
Foundation
(sbefoundation.org/summer-school/)
a. San Marcos High School
b. June 18th through July 26th (6 week and 3
week sessions, in class and online courses)
c. Register through June 1st (check their
website for classes and deadlines to apply).
2. Santa Barbara City College (www.sbcc.edu)
a. Summer Session 1: May 21st to June 29th
b. Summer Session 2: June 30th to August 10th
c. Check their website for the summer class
schedule and how to apply and register
(www.sbcc.edu/dualenrollment).

d.

3.

See your counselor to get your Dual
Enrollment Approval Form signed and turn
the form in to SBCC Admissions & Records
(ideally before April 13th).
e. Registration for summer begins on Friday,
April 20th at 8am. Counselors will be in the
library that morning for assistance.
Dos Pueblos Summer School
a. Credit recovery program for students
behind in credits.
b. Class Times: 8:00am to 12:15pm (15 min.
nutrition break)
c. Session 1: June 18th to July 6th (no school
July 4th)
d. Session 2: July 9th to July 26th
e. Sign up with your counselor in April.

2017-18 Calendar of Important Events
Here is a link to a list of important events. Link-Important
Dates 2017-18
Annual Address Verification:
Families are required to verify their address with the school
on an annual basis. DPHS will be accepting Address
Verification Forms for the 2018-2019 school year on May 1st
or after. Please bring in proof of your current address to the
Registrar's Office on or after May 1st.
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