Homewood
All children will learn. All children will be served.

School District 153
Fall Trimester

VERY
SPECIAL
MENTIONS
Congratulations to the nine
students who were selected to
participate in the Illinois Music
Educators Association District 1
Festival at Lincoln Way Central
on Nov. 4th. Students are
invited to participate through
an audition process.

L to R: Kaitlyn Bolton-Shannon,
band; Sophia Hinich, orchestra;
Logan Rotkovich, orchestra;
Amelia Schlismann, choir;
Korey Mulling, choir; Dylan
Barnas, choir; Alex Bertucci,
choir

Continuing the Tradition of Educational Excellence:
Strategic Planning Underway
Excellent schools are important
assets to our families,
community and local
businesses. However, School
District #153 is at a key point
in its development. That’s why
we are embarking on a
Strategic Planning process. It is
a method for determining and
executing plans for future
growth and change. Driven by
the vision of staff and
community members, Strategic
Planning results in a common
purpose, a common sense of
direction, priorities for change
and a blueprint for action.
The first phase of the process
was a community survey in
October to gather input from a
wide variety of stakeholders.
Over 400 parents, staff and
community members completed
the survey! (right)

L to R: Ellie Wojcikowski,
choir; Isabella Jackson, choir
Churchill School 5th-grader
Micaiah Abramczyk was
honored at the Illinois Art
Education Association Student
Art Show Award Ceremony in
St. Charles, IL. On Dec. 2. Her
work was one of only 45
pieces selected for this blindjuried show from over 600 K12 student works submitted
statewide.

In the second phase, a
strategic planning committee of
about 50 parents, staff,
administrators and other
community members met over
two days in November to
develop goals in these six
areas:







finance
facilities
curriculum/assessment/
outcomes
social and emotional
wellbeing
human resources
community/public relations

The final strategic plan will be
released in the Spring.

Who responded?
70% parents/guardians
21% staff
9% community

Instruction is rigorous and engaging?
81% Agree
9% Disagree
10% Can't Say

54% have lived in the school district
11 or more years;
18% have lived in the school district
7-10 years
11% have lived in the school district
4-6 years;
10% have lived in the school district
1-3 years;
6% have lived in the school district
less than one year
72% have school-age children

District 153 offers well-rounded
education?
88% Agree
5% Disagree
7% Can't Say

Good education program for tax
dollars?
85% Agree
5% Disagree
10% Can't Say

Child feels safe at school?
78% Agree
3% Disagree
19% Can't Say

What's most important to
respondents?
1.
Mandated programs like
math, English, science
2.
Programs not legally required
like fine arts, foreign
language
3.
Reasonable class sizes
4.
Extracurricular activities
5.
Technology in the classroom
6.
Facilities/Maintenance/
Repairs
Buildings well-maintained?
87% Agree
10% Disagree
3% Can't Say
Child's academic needs met?
76% Agree
9% Disagree
15% Can't Say

Child's social and emotional needs
met?
69% Agree
9% Disagree
23% Can't Say

Strong parent and community
participation?
80% Agree
8% Disagree
12% Can't Say
Good communication between school
district and community?
81% Agree
6% Disagree
13% Can't Say
Greatest strengths of the school
district?
1.
Quality staff
2.
Quality curriculum
3.
Variety of programs and
services
4.
Extra-curricular activities
5.
Parent interest/involvement
Satisfied with child's education?
78% Agree
5% Disagree
17% Can't Say
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2016-2017
Tom Dockweiler
Award Winners
The Board of Education has
presented four students with the
2016-17 "Tom Dockweiler Award"
which honors students who showed
great academic improvement
during the previous school year
through hard work, persistence and
a positive attitude. The award is
presented yearly to one student at
each school and is named in honor
of Thomas Dockweiler, a former
school board member who retired
from the board in 2007 after 21
years of service.

SmartLabs Add to District’s Educational Buffet
The first thing you notice when you
enter James Hart School’s SmartLab is
the noise. It’s noisier here than in a
regular classroom.
The lab is a beehive of activity with
pairs of students gathered around
computer monitors, or building structures
with K’nex parts, or hooking up an air
compressor for a pneumatics
experiment, or sprawled out on the
floor making adjustments to a
homemade robot.
According to James Hart’s STEM Lab
Facilitator Katie Nigro, the babel is
part of the lab’s magic.
“In addition to putting some pretty
serious math and science concepts to
good use here, these kids also are
learning about teamwork,
collaboration, and problem-solving,”
said Nigro. “All the talking means they
are sharing ideas with one another,
working out problems.”

Alexis DeLeon, James Hart School

Caylum Ganshirt, Churchill School

Genesis Kimbrough, Willow School

As it enters its second year, the James
Hart SmartLab is part of the school’s
“specials” rotation. In addition to turns
in music, art, health, and industrial arts,
every one of the school’s over 700
students will spend 12 weeks in the
SmartLab. Six weeks are spent
exploring STEM topics such as robotics,
circuitry, alternative and renewable
energy, mechanics and structures.
Another six weeks are devoted to the
Creative Media Arts where students
delve into stop motion animation,
graphic design, Photoshop, 3-D
drafting, and video game design.

Top, 3rd-graders Mason Robinson, Luca Cipolla, Aubree Scheutzow,
Legacy Williams, Donovan Kwasniak, and Cole Gleason conduct an
experiment about temperature in the Churchill SmartLab.

The concept was such a big hit at James Bottom, James Hart 8th-graders Claire Schneider and Kaylee Parker
Hart that a SmartLab was opened in
construct an obstacle course for a remote controlled ball.
Churchill School this year. Over the
course of the school year, every third, fourth,
have to forego participating in art or music or
and fifth-grader will spend 12 weeks in the lab sports to be involved in those STEM activities. It’s
developing foundational technology skills in
our philosophy that kids this age deserve the
mechanics and structures, robotics, circuitry,
chance to try many different things to discover
science and data acquisition, computer graphics, where their passions lie. The fact that these
and publishing and multimedia.
opportunities are built into every student’s school
year makes District 153 extraordinary,” says
“Other school districts may have STEM
Superintendent Dr. Dale Mitchell.
opportunities, but many of them limit access to
certain student populations. Or students may
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District Welcomes Holocaust Survivor/Author
On Dec. 5th and 6th, Holocaust survivor and criticallyacclaimed author Marion Blumenthal Lazan spoke at two
events: one for James Hart students and one for the
greater Homewood-Flossmoor community.

Lazan, above, during her lecture and after,
below, with new admirers at James Hart.

During Hitler’s rise to power, the Blumenthals, a Jewish
family, were trapped in Nazi Germany. For six years,
the family lived in various refugee and concentration
camps, including the notorious Bergen-Belsen. Today,
Blumenthal Lazan shares that compelling story in her
book, Four Perfect Pebbles. James Hart’s middle schoolers
all read the book prior to the author’s visit.

Those Who Excel
Congratulations to the following
members of the District 153 family
who were recognized at the 2017
Illinois State Board of Education's
"Those Who Excel" educator
recognition awards, Oct. 29 in
Normal, Illinois.
The "Those Who Excel" program
annually recognizes and honors
people who have made outstanding
contributions to public and non-public
elementary and secondary education
throughout the state.

“We are so grateful that our students had this
increasingly rare opportunity to hear a first-hand
account of this dark period in history,” said James Hart
Principal Dr. Scott McAlister. “She really brings the
written pages of our history books to life.”

Veterans Day: Schools Open, Vets Celebrated
District 153 was honored to host about a dozen local
veterans on November 10th at our Veterans Day
Program and Breakfast. The day began with a flag
raising ceremony and the playing of Taps at James Hart
School, followed by an assembly with the school's 8thgraders. Then our honored guests were treated to
breakfast in the cafeteria that included a birthday cake
to celebrate the 242nd birthday of the United States
Marine Corps.

Above, 8th-grader Bill Colton and 7th-grader
Dylan Barnas play Taps.

“We think it’s important to keep our schools open for
Veterans Day so our students can learn about and
appreciate the sacrifices our veterans have made for our
country,” said Superintendent Dr. Dale Mitchell.

Grant Funds Two More “Little Libraries”

Dale Mitchell
Superintendent, District 153
Award of Excellence, administrator
category
Megan Scislowicz
Speech Pathologist, Churchill School
Award of Merit, student support
personnel category
Elizabeth Binnendyk
6th-Grade Teacher, James Hart
Award of Excellence, early career
educator category
Rick Thiernau
Homewood Rotary Club
Award of Excellence, community
volunteer category
Alison Lincoln
5th-Grade Teacher, Churchill School
Award of Merit, classroom teacher
category
Tanya Thomas
Special Education Asst. Churchill
School
Award of Recognition, educational
support personnel category
District 153 Technology Team
Award of Recognition, team category

Wonderful new additions to report at Churchill and Willow Schools—free little libraries! District
153 staff members Maureen Daley and Nicole LaPorte secured a $750 Illinois Education
Association SCORE grant to help with the costs of building, installing and stocking the new
libraries. Check them out if you’re in the neighborhood to find a new book or leave a book for
others that you’ve already read.

Team Members: James Cassidy,
Jacob Condon, Bob Dippold, Sametta
Gardner, Tim Noe, Nicko Sims, Beth
White

H o m ewo o d S c ho o l D i st r i ct 1 53
Administration
Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
Dr. John Gibson, Business Manager
Kathy Schaeflein, Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Melanie Mandisodza, Director of Student Support Services
Beth White, Director of Technology
Kevin Keane, Director of Grounds and Maintenance

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER
18205 Aberdeen Street
Homewood, IL 60430
708.799.5661
hsd153.org

Board of Education
Ashanti Bethea
Alex Bosch, Vice President
Deb Havighorst
Greg Lawrence, Secretary
Shelly Marks, President
Jim Schmidt
Ron Zinnerman

Willow School
1804 Willow Road
708.798.3720
Melissa Lawson, Principal
Nancy Wood, Asst. Principal

Postal Patron

Churchill School
1300 West 190th Street
708.798.3424
Nikki Kerr, Principal
Mary Kay Gardiner, Asst. Principal

Hula and Books and Families: A
Perfect Combination at Willow School

Willow School students and their loved
ones enjoyed plenty of books and word
games at the school’s “Family Literacy
Luau” on Oct. 19th.
But It’s not much of a luau without the
hula, so students learned how to tell a
story through Hawaiian dance, above.
Right, 2nd-grader Kevin Weathersby reads to his
dad.
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James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Dr. Scott McAlister, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

SAVE THE DATES!

