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The Essence of
Homecoming

Well we made it. That’s one month down… how many more to go?
Nine? Pfft, no sweat.
Hey, if you start getting a case of those early-school-year blues, just
look at all the fun stuff we’ve got coming up. Our first pep rally of
the year, Homecoming, Halloween, and then it’s November! And
let’s face it, we have like, what, three whole days of school in November? It’ll be winter before you know it (hopefully you’re into
snow).

By: Veena Prakriya

Time is going to fly for all of us at CHS this year. Whether you’re
a senior like me, fighting your way through deadline after deadline
in the impending college application process; or a junior, taking the
most intense classes of your school career thus far; or a sophomore
or a freshman, still in the process of becoming fully accustomed to
high school life, this school year, and these words you’re reading
right now, will be gone in the blink of an eye. (But there’ll be another issue next month, so don’t worry!)
While it might go fast, this year will stand out in our hearts for
time to come. So, no matter who you are or what grade you’re in,
let’s make this year memorable before it's gone.
Once a year, as the air grows colder, Hopewell participates in the time-honored tradition of Homecoming. We
join together once more, welcoming our friends and family
back to Hopewell, commemorating the event with a football
game.
Homecoming is more than a game though; to
Ms. Rarich, coach of the girls’ field hockey team, Homecoming means “bringing home the bacon”. But whether
Hopewell wins or not, this game’s success isn’t measured
with points: it’s measured with an amazing feeling of
warmth and camaraderie felt by every Bulldog.
As Senior Isha Prahdan points out, “Homecoming is a
time that brings our school together in unity and pride.”
For the week leading up to the festive Homecoming game,
the school is drawn together. Central High students and
faculty prepare for the Homecoming game with a week of
spirit.
That’s what Mr. Coldwell, football coach at CHS, loves
about Homecoming: “The whole school comes together to
share in spirit,” he says.
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Bulldogs Back on Track
By: Austin Roskos

The Hopewell Valley Central High School football team has regained its footing after a tough initial loss at the beginning of the season. Although we lost to Burlington Township on September 11th
with a score of 10-7, we defeated Hightstown 41 to 19 on September 18th.
The Dawgs are led by captains Senior Jeff Wiley, Senior Joey Immordino and Senior Chris DeClerico. Wiley plays tight end, defensive end and quarterback, Immordino is a tailback and cornerback, and Declerico plays on the offensive line and as middle linebacker.
DeClerico said, "the team is coming together well and should have another successful season
ahead.”
The team is led by head coach David Caldwell, and
assistant coaches Clarence Bailey, Darvin Henderson,
Rob Radice, EJ Nemeth, Amir Siddiqu and Anthony
Ammirata.
Despite the fact that many talented players from last
season have since graduated, the Hopewell Bulldogs
could still have a strong playoff run and win a state
title.
The Bulldogs will play away against Lawrence on
the 26th, with kickoff at 2 PM. The following weekend, the Dawgs will host Notre dame on October 2nd
for homecoming. The game will be tough, but
Hopewell is confident they can emerge with the win,
just as they did during last year’s Homecoming.
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Homecoming: Continued from page 1
There’s something for everyone to love at this
celebration of spirit.
Senior Jake Schaeffer, of the marching band,
loves “to play awesome music for so many people... you get the real college football feel,” and
Bulldogs everywhere agree.
Senior Cecily Mills says, “you get this great
sense of community, from the fans, to the team,
to the cheerleaders, to the band… it’s a whole lot
of fun.”
Every year, Homecoming transports the Bulldog
family to a place of excitement. Each club or
team, no matter how different, contributes vastly
to the splendor of the night. From great food and
activities, to talking with friends, there are endless possibilities for the night of Homecoming.

memorable fun, but a huge fundraiser for
Hopewell Valley as well.
Even for those who can’t quite comprehend football -- and especially for those who wonder why
the game has to last longer than half-an-hour -there are countless exciting opportunities.
Every year the sheer ecstasy of the crowd is
palpable; Ryan Finnegan (Grade 10) sums it up
simply: “I love getting pumped in the dog pound.”
You might not exude the idea of school spirit,
you might even be opposed to the idea of staying
on campus for longer than the state-mandated
seven hours, but amazing work goes into the annual Homecoming game. Our student council
works hard to crown a homecoming court and to
put together a breathtaking Homecoming parade.

Clubs set up booths for snacks and knick-knacks
during the game, and even sell their goods in the
stands, making Homecoming not only a night of

FBLA is Serving up Some Sweet Treats
By: Teddy Ruger
Many clubs are selling goodies at the Homecoming game to satisfy your sweet tooth, and
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is
no exception. The club will be selling brownies
and other treats at their booth.

FBLA also has a history of strong community
values. Each year, the Hopewell chapter of the
organization raises money for March of
Dimes, a charity that helps families pay for the
expenses of premature babies and prevents
infant mortalities nationwide.

In case you are too engrossed in the game
to wander over to the tables, there is a handy
solution: the members of the club will also be
selling their treats throughout the stands.
What could be better than buying a brownie
while watching football, without having to
leave the comfort of your place on the bleachers?
The funds from the brownie sales are going
toward the club’s trip to the New Jersey State
Leadership Conference. During this
conference, FBLA members will participate in
business-themed competitive events with the
possibility of going to a national competition.
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FBLA meets on Thursdays in Room 306 and
is always looking for new members. If interested, swing by for a meeting, or sign up to sell
brownies!
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Homecoming Floats Built for Success
By: Skyler Rossi

Every Homecoming, sparkling streamers and costumed characters of a particular theme are spotted riding on top of moving platforms headed toward the high school, and this tradition is continuing in 2015.
This year, the theme is “decades.” Each grade level will be presenting floats from the past and the future
with matching choreography for the judges and the amusement of fellow students.
The building process is well underway for each grade level. As Friday October 2nd approaches, more is
being done in preparation.

Junior Class President Madison Parker explained how the float preparation works. “Each grade is responsible for finding a flatbed, a truck, and a driver for their float. We also have organized rehearsals for the
choreography. We go to a site in Hopewell to build, and have worked with many experienced adults to
make sure that we are doing everything to the best that we can. A day or two before Homecoming we will
have a test drive of the float. Finally, on Homecoming, we will get ready and have a final dress rehearsal
together.”
Senior Class President Sam Martorana said that before building, “the senior class held several meetings
going out to different stores like Party City and Michael's to get inspiration and little ideas for our float. We
took pictures of the things we liked and different props that could be used in the dance.”
Both presidents agree that student help has been the most important factor.
“Each year it is extremely important to get members of our class to participate. It has always been a
struggle trying to find people to help participate because there was always the pressure of messing up and
embarrassing yourself in front of others,” Martorana said. “I am extremely proud of all the members of the
class that stepped up and wanted to help out.”
Looking back on last year’s Homecoming, the class of 2015 won for the theme of music genres. Following them was the class of 2018, the class of 2016, and in last was the class of 2017. The two losing classes
(now seniors and juniors) hope to win higher titles this year.
“We have already done things a lot differently. By planning earlier and having more volunteers, we are
hopefully on our way to success,” said Parker.
Being the last year that the class of 2016 will perform in the Homecoming parade, they want to make it
memorable.
“Every year, the seniors do something extravagant with their float,” Martorana said. “We are trying to
bring this same masterful building and dancing this year to our float.”
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Marching Black and
Gold Returns to
Homecoming
By: Sophia Lo & Helen Sun
Continuing its annual tradition, the Hopewell
Valley Marching Black and Gold will perform
their halftime show during the Homecoming
football game, this year titled “Heroes and Villains.” While the music does not feature any
songs from the soundtracks of iconic superhero
films like “Batman” or “The Avengers,” it does
showcase a contrast of themes with darker,
more malevolent tones evocative of the comics
that inspired such movies.

The first section of the show can be described as grandiose, with rich brass offset by
vibrant scales from the pit section and percussion interludes, later transitioning into a lighter,
more woodwind-driven section, and ultimately
ending with the triumphant themes of good’s
victory over the forces of evil. Throughout the
show, both the hero and the villain are represented through the marching band’s formations
on the field.
The Marching Black and Gold will offer a first
glimpse of their show during the pep rally on
Friday, October 2nd. As is custom, they will
also lead the parade down Dublin Road,
marching ahead of the Homecoming floats toward the school. During the game, the band
will play in the stands in support of the football
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team, and, during halftime, they will perform
their show on Ackerson Field.
The Homecoming game, along with celebrating our school’s proud athletic tradition, also
presents an opportunity for the band to showcase their talent and hard work as they perform
during the halftime show in front of hundreds of
students. Members of the band are elated for
the chance to perform for this audience.
Sophomore Lily Nong commented, “This year
started out a little bit rocky, but I’m really happy
with the show that we have so far, and I can’t
wait to share it with Hopewell.”
Mr. David Schwartzer, the director of the
marching band, notes, “It’s been really nice
over the last few years to see during halftime
that a lot of people in the stands are paying

attention to what’s happening on the field, being respectful of our performance and acknowledging it when we’re doing well. That’s fun to
see.”
In addition to the momentous occasion that is
the Homecoming game, our school’s marching
band will also be performing the national
anthem at the yearly Hopewell Harvest
Festival, which is on Saturday, September 26th
at Hopewell Elementary School. Furthermore,
our school will be hosting its first marching
band competition on Saturday, October 17th
from 4-8 PM. Eleven other bands from schools
in the area will attend the competition, and all
community members are encouraged to come
out and support the marching band.
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Across
1. The theme of this year's floats.
3. Head coach of the football team.
5. What the cheerleaders and football team will be
handing out to honor Carlos Miguel del Castillo.
6. School that Hopewell will be playing against on
October 2nd.
8. I believe that we will _!
9. The week leading up to homecoming.
11. Center of the bleachers.
12. We bleed ___.
Down
2. The location of homecoming.
4. Theme of Marching Black and Gold's show.
7. The school mascot.
10. Organizations that will set up booths.

Cheerleaders to Honor
One Who Has Been Lost,
But Not Forgotten
By: Alexa Gross

accident in August. In recognition of this tragic event,
they will give out customized pins on October 2nd at
Homecoming.
During his years at CHS, Carlos played competitive
basketball and was one of the school’s star football
players. All donations made to Carlos will go to
S.M.A.C. (Student Movement Against Cancer) where
he was a founder and board member.

The CHS cheerleaders are ready for Homecoming.
First, they’ll be walking in the Homecoming parade,
Carlos is a bulldog and he will never be forgotten.
which starts on Dublin Road and ends at the bus loop He’s a part of the school, and more importantly, a
by the high school. Each grade's float will then com- part of our hearts.
pete in a competition, and will be judged by the administration.
After the parade, the CHS cheerleaders will be at
the football game against Notre Dame, cheering on
our Bulldogs. It’s likely that many alumni will come
out to the festivities, and booths will be set up for the
occasion. At one of the booths the cheerleaders will
be selling sweatshirts, and they’re planning for an
exciting night.
On a more somber note, our Hopewell Valley
cheerleaders and football players also plan to honor
a young New Jersey resident and former student of
Hopewell Valley Central High School, Carlos Miguel
del Castillo (class of 2011), who was killed in a car
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The Homecoming Tradition: Not for the Faint of Heart
By: Reinah Bauer
Homecoming is on the horizon at
Hopewell Valley, an autumn tradition over
a century old and central to American
schools across the country. Aside from its
most obvious significance as a spirited kicking-off of the season, the tradition’s origins
hint at an even larger aspect of the country’s culture, and reveals a little about why
so much of American society connects
with high school pep.

meaning of our homecoming tradition, as
a male-dominated event primarily celebrating the football team’s mightiness, is
not often scrutinized by its observers. The
game knits community together, it rallies
pride, and it fosters joy, but it also reveals a
more basic part of American history which
has survived into the modern world.

From the players’ head-to-toe armor, to
the game’s frequent injuries, football
How did Homecom- mirrors war just about as aggressively as a
ing as a tradition
sport can. The American fixation with physicome to be? When
cal victory is pinnacled in the game, and
Athletic Director of
by extension, in homecoming. The celebrathe University of Mis- tions certainly extend beyond football, but
souri Chester Brewer the game is without a doubt the heart of
(pictured to the left) the tradition.
called upon the
team and alumni in
Since 1911, we have been a culture
1911 to break in the which cheers at the rowdy game. We are
new location of the a culture which prizes success and dominaschool’s football field, thousands of stution. Some primal instinct rears inside of us
dents responded by attending the festiviAmericans at the sight of a clash in our faties and football match against rival Univer- vor. As prideful people, we can’t look
sity of Kansas’s team. Since then, the tradi- away. We rally together around strength
tion of homecoming has spread as a
and tenacity.
‘welcome back’ to students and as a rally
for school pride, often including a parade,
Rowdy, yes, but this football game is just
a dance, and an extended hand to the
a common idea of American fun at its
surrounding community. Football had only most basic level. Just so long as it’s only in
started to become popular in schools in
the late 19 and early 20 centuries, and
homecoming helped to solidify this trend,
securing its place as a core of American
culture.
th

th

Though the nitty gritty of homecoming
celebrations often differ between schools,
it is very uncommon to see one lacking an
ultra-hyped football game. This football
game is just American fun at the most
basic level, a display of each school’s
bravery and bravado. Still, the underlying
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