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Changes bring convenience to the cafeteria and stadium
By: Dominique Church, News Editor
While eating in the cafeteria
and attending football games, students
should have noticed a few new additions.
An a-la-carte line which was
dubbed ‗The Express Way‘ was put in
place to offer the students more choices
in their lunches.
It is also there to relieve some
of the pressure on the two existing
lines. At the end of last year there were
568 students; presently around 605 students are served in the cafeteria, and
next year‘s numbers could rise close to
650 students.
―It really gives us three lines
now. [We are] trying to get [the students] fed
quicker,‖ principal Jeff Butts said.
A-la-carte lines are not official
lunch lines and do not offer a full meal to the
students. Kari Frederick, Food Service Director, decided what food would be served in
the ―Express Way.‖ She made these decisions based on the regulations by Child Nutrition, USDA and TDA. Since the line doesn‘t offer a full meal, the state does not provide any funding for the cost of food, so it
must survive off its own profit.
―We can offer more choices at the
snack bar because we can offer a-la-carte
items,‖ Butts said. ―If you go through the
line [you have to get certain items] because
that‘s what the state requires. With the a-lacarte it doesn‘t have to take place like that.‖
Students have been enjoying their
new food since the first day of school. ―I like
the fact that we now have three lunch lines
instead of two; it‘s a lot speedier. And I like
that they serve different foods. I had mozzarella sticks and I was in heaven,‖ sophomore
Rachel McGehee said.

The Bottom Line—
District Budget
Photo Essay:
Friday Spirit, pg 8

Students stand in line to purchase their food from the new “Express Way.” Photo by: Michelle Newell

―I like the food but it is [a little
pricey],‖ junior Courtney Klapp said.
Overall feedback has been ―very
positive,‖ Frederick said.
Other additions can be found at the
football stadium. Last year, turf was laid on
the football field and additional stands were
installed.
The additions this year were funded
through existing bond money and a private
donation.
The visitor‘s concession stand,
which is the white building on the east side
with the red awnings, was put in over the
summer. At the front of this building there is
a window where game tickets may be purchased and at the back is a small concession
stand where the visitors can purchase their
food. The athletic boosters run the concession stand.
After years of long lines at the sole
concession booth, the extra booth was put in
to be more convenient to the guests at the
stadium so that they do not have to

walk over to the home side to buy their food.
―It‘s to separate the crowd,‖ Butts said.
The second addition, a small wall
reading ‗Play Like A Champion,‘ located at
the entrance of the football field, was paid
for by a private donation.
The wall stands out to students as
soon as they walk into the stadium. ―It inspires student athletes to play their heart out
before every game,‖ sophomore Drew Davis
said.
The district was previously granted
a 21 million dollar bond to be paid back over
a thirty-five year time period.
This bond financed the visitor‘s
concession stand. The a-la-carte did not
come from the bond money or the school
budget. The cafeteria has a separate budget
than the rest of the school, and this budget
funded the additions.
The district hopes that the new additions to the school will add convenience and
benefits for the students and community.

Last year the district had a budget deficit of
750,000 dollars. It has changed drastically since
then; there is now a 320,000 dollars surplus.
One reason there is such a surplus is because
AISD recently acquired 500,000 dollars from an oil
and gas lease on their land.
Students can help the district by coming to
school every day. The school gets money for every
day a student shows up to school and for every new
student.

In other news…
Children at Risk, a Houston nonprofit group, ranked Texas public schools
on up to 14 measures. The group ranked 902 high schools, 1,676 middle schools, and
3,333 elementary schools. The group 14 measures for high schools. For each group
of schools, Children at Risk calculated a total score that reflects all measures, which
determined the school's rank.
Argyle High School was ranked 12th in the North Texas area.
Source: Texas Education Agency
On October 9th, AISD will receive the 2009 Lone Star Cup.
The presentation will be made at half time of the football game against Prosper. This
honor, which represents the highest number of UIL points in the state in AAA, includes points earned by academic UIL team, athletics, and fine arts (band).

Fall sports in action
Jenna Johnson, junior, pulls ahead in her cross country run.
Fall sports are well under way, including football, boys and
girls cross country, volleyball, and fall tennis.

2 Opinion

The Talon

Teaching or Preaching?

Student Sound Off

Does the new Bible class stepped over the
boundary between church and state?

What is your favorite
class/who is your
favorite teacher?

By Josh McSwain, Opinions editor
For the first time, the school is offering a Bible The students are happy about the class and enjoy it.
class as an elective. The question then presented itself: Podborski added the class was an interesting elective.
―is a public school turning into Sunday school?‖
The Bible is legitimate historical material, just
like 1776 (the book by David McCullogh) or any other
The state has required that schools offer the
historical novel or textbook. So teaching the Bible as
class but has not made the class essential to graduate.
merely history doesn‘t break the first amendment of the
This is a good move to keeping objectivity in a public
constitution, which prevents congress from the estabschool and shows respect to those of other religions.
lishment of religion.
Mr. Butts added that if the staff was available,
So don‘t be afraid of the class if you‘re not
the school would offer classes about the Qur‘an or other particularly religious, and don‘t be disappointed if you
religious texts. The bible class is an official elective, a
think it is an extension of church. It is an interesting
state credit. The state has provided textbooks for the
class, but not the first step in turning AHS into Argyle
class, and students do not bring Bibles to school.
Christian School.
The class is taught from a completely historical
perspective by Coach Chancelor and is not a 50 minute
sermon during the day. Junior Mark Podborski, a stuEditorial:
dent taking the class this semester, said the class mate8
rial is not built on the premise of converting students;
Out of
instead it focuses on the impact the Bible has had on
America.
So far there have been no complaints about the
class, and for a first year course it has gone smoothly.

―Mrs. Chumbley because she‘s fun and spontaneous.‖
Waylon Young, senior

―I like all classes and teachers equally.
I can‘t give a favorite‖
Sam Mayfield, junior

―Theater because I like to act.‖
Brooke McDaniel, sophomore

8
Staff Vote

―Mrs. Romero because she is not afraid
to offend people and
has random outbursts‖
Lisa Bird, junior

No activity required to have fun

―Coach Peevehouse because
he‘s the funniest man alive.‖

What effect has removing activity period
had on the school?

-Zach Rodgers, sophomore

By Josh McSwain, Opinions editor

For the last three years, removing activity period would have
been as refreshing as lemonade on a
summer day for me. Now that I am a
senior and finally get to sip out of
this glass, I wondered ―why now?‖
Mr. Butts said that the
school has grown to over 600 students and because of that fact the
cafeteria cannot hold the whole student body anymore. But the next
question came to mind, ―why did
they have to cram us in the cafeteria
like sardines in the first place?‖
Mr. Butts gave two main
reasons for that. The first was so that
students could have a place to socialize (by yelling at the top of their
lungs at the student two feet from
themselves) and for TAKS reviews,
class meetings, or tutorials. However, this idea wasn‘t shared by
teachers.
Mrs. Romero and Mrs.
Chumbley were both fervent in their
dislike of activity period. Romero
expressed that 15 minutes was not
enough time to get anything productive done, and that in her eyes the
period was nothing more than babysitting. She added that the day goes
by faster without it, and that she
spent most of her time yelling at kids
to get out of the hallway. Though
she differed with Chumbley in her
thought that the cafeteria could not
hold all the students, the overall
opinion of the two was similar. Both
thought it was a waste of time and

would hate if it was put back in next
year.
But what do the students
think?
Senior Aaron McLaughlin
shared the majority of the negative
sentiment. He said the cafeteria was
too loud and too crowded, and rarely
found activity period useful. He
added that some days he‘d go to Mrs.
Kass‘ room and play computer
games from time to time. Both he
and the teachers said they had complained to someone about activity,
whether it was to teachers, administrators, or Mr. Butts himself.
However, not every opinion
was negative.
Junior Paige Wolfe thought
it was convenient if she needed to
visit a teacher to get help on an assignment or make up a test. She
added that she would not care if it
was reinserted next year. But even
among her optimism, she conceded
that the cafeteria was crowded and
loud.
The bottom line is the cafeteria was too loud to work on homework in, too difficult to carry on a
conversation in, and even if you did
go see a teacher for tutorials, you
were lucky to get help because so
many students came in for help during that small window of time. Plus,
not having a lull in the middle of the
day and not having to figure out how
to burn 15 minutes in the middle of
the day has been a relief.

Cartoon by David Johnson
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One for One
Company offers purchasing power to benefit the greater good
By: Meredith Wooley, Feature Editor
When walking is the primary mode of transportation,
going barefoot isn‘t always the best choice. But what if you
have no choice? The leading cause of disease in developing
countries is soil-transmitted parasites, which enter the skin
through open wounds or cuts. Children are at risk, and the solution is simple: shoes.
TOMS Shoes is an organization that strives to conquer
the shoe shortage. The company was founded on the principle
that with every pair of shoes you purchase, TOMS will give a
pair of new shoes to a child in need. One for one.
―It‘s something that nobody really thinks about,‖ senior
Alex Robinson said. ―Everyone always thinks about food and
clothes.‖

go to school. If they don‘t receive an education, they don‘t have
an opportunity to realize their potential.‖
Blake Mycoskie, the founder of TOMS Shoes, developed the idea for TOMS after he visited Argentina in 2006 and
had noticed the hundreds of children without shoes in the poorer
villages. When he returned from Argentina, he sold his online
driver education company to self-finance the shoes company.
―[Mycoskie] is an entrepreneur, but he didn‘t go into
this for the money,‖ senior Luke Laird said. ―He did it to benefit
others. He has a good motive, not just to make money. We need
people like that.‖
The word about TOMS has been spread through commercials, ads, and even the community. ―My church did a big
promotional thing for the shoes, and it really made me want to
wear TOMS and help the world,‖ Robinson said. Mycoskie emphasizes that his company's goal is to not only give shoes, but to
also educate others on the importance of shoes.
―I‘ve only noticed a couple TOMS, but I didn‘t know
what they were about,‖ English teacher Jan Marx said. ―But I
would buy a pair if they do what they say they will; they‘re
cute!‖ TOMS are sold at more than 500 stores nationwide, including Nordstrom and Whole Foods.
The company‘s name, TOMS, is derived from the word
―tomorrow‖ and evolved from the initial concept, ―Shoes for
Tomorrow Project.‖ Shoes are the most basic solution to all the
health risks that come with bare feet. According to the TOMS
Shoes website, ―Of the planet‘s six billion people, four billion
live in conditions inconceivable to many. Let‘s take a step toStudents wear many different styles of TOMS shoes.
wards a better tomorrow.‖
Photo by Michelle Newell
TOMS Shoes partners with Friends of TOMS, a nonprofit organization that creates and coordinates avenues for furTo help protect them from painful injuries and horrific ther involvement in the TOMS One for One movement, which
infections, TOMS has given over 140,000 pairs of shoes to chil- also include volunteer opportunities for Shoe Drop Tours.
dren in need. TOMS plans to give over 300,000 pairs of shoes to
―I think it would be a good experience to see what
children in need around the world in 2009.
we‘re actually doing for the kids,‖ Laird said. ―We would be
According to the TOMS Shoes official website, ―Many able to appreciate what we have and not take anything for
children can‘t attend school barefoot because shoes are a regranted.‖
quired part of their uniform. If they don‘t have shoes, they don‘t

Starting Something Green
School products raise awareness about
living an eco-friendly lifestyle

>> Buzz

Marching Band
Reigning Texas 3A State
Marching Champions
Plano Drumline Competition
— September 26
Birdville Marching Contest
— October 3
Classic Marching Festival on the Lake
— October 10
UIL Region Marching Contest
— October 21
Magazine Sales Fundraiser
— September 14 – Sept.30
Band Night at Chili’s in Roanoke
— October 21

Xtreme Dance Team
Dancers will participate in various
pep-rallies, and will be at all home
football games to encourage crowd
involvement.
At the National Dance Alliance Summer camp, AHS dancers received a
superior ribbon for technical
excellence , and two excellent ribbons for choreography and performance. Sally Smith and Victoria
Whitaker were named ―ALL AMERICAN
DANCERS‖ and will have the
opportunity to perform in various
venues throughout the year with the
NDA.

UIL Academic Team
Governor Rick Perry Hosted Argyle’s UIL state champion team at
the state capital in Austin. Students
Representing included 2009 graduates Megan Kasse, Kristin Gill, Tyler
Kass, and current students Catherine
Clark, and Sam Forrer. Students also
attended the Student Activity Conference held at the University o
North Texas on September 19th.

AHS Spotlight Players

By: Michelle Newell, Life and Arts Editor
Wastefulness is being tossed in the garbage and recycling is the new trend. A popular way students are choosing to be
eco-friendly is through the selection of the school supplies they
purchase.
―We should all do your part because we only have one
earth,‖ freshman Trey Torno said.
Various recycled supplies are being circulated throughout nearby stores. Supplies such as recycled pencils, pens, paper,
folders, binders, notebooks, rulers, pencil bags, index cards,
backpacks, and even scissors can all be found in stores similar to
Target or Office Depot. The only problem is that because these
items aren‘t advertised as often as others, the majority of students
are unaware they even exist.
―Stores should have recycled sections so shoppers know
what‘s all there and so you can purchase it together,‖ parent
Susan Newell said.
Students are also supporting environmentally conscious
decisions by substituting items that are harmful to our ecosystem for ―greener‖ products. Teenagers have begun to use Rubbermaid containers for food instead of plastic disposable bags
while lunch boxes have become more popular rather than using
paper sacks.
―Using a lunchbox saves a lot of paper,‖
Torno said.
Little changes really do have an effect on our environment. According to reusablebags.com, ―Each child who brings a
brown-bag lunch to school everyday will generate 67 pounds of
waste by the end of the school year – that‘s 18,760 pounds of
lunch waste for an average-sized school.‖ If students started
bringing a lunchbox, it would limit the waste that ends up sitting
in landfills.

The

The primary conflict with purchasing recycled school
material is the expense. Most reused supplies are priced a fraction
higher than regular stock which is an important matter when students are deciding whether to go green or not.
―I‘d rather pay the cost in money rather than pay the
price for depleting our earth‘s resources,‖ Wooley said.
Beginning an eco-friendly style of life is absolutely necessary and students are starting today. Students have the power to
purchase more recycled goods,
which create positive changes
in the environment.
Caroline Jenkins grabs her
fashionable and eco-friendly
lunch bag on her way
to lunch.

Melodrama ―Peril on the High Seas
or Let’s Get Together and
Do Launch‖
— October 2, 7 pm
Admission: $5 AHS Auditorium
Troupe 6015
Thespian Society Meeting
— October 6, 3:45 p.m.
Room 614

Creative Writing Club
Meetings are held Tuesday mornings
at 7:30, but sometimes will meet
during lunch.
Members will publish a book
of their work this year.
This summer members blogged stories they are working on for constructive criticism.

Student Council
Homecoming - Planning spirit week,
half time court presentation, dance,
parade, bonfire.
— October 22-24
Student Council is selling Homecoming tickets on October 1-22 and cost
$35 for two, or $20 each.

Bowling Club
EJ Espinoza is making a difference in our
environment by using a lunchbox and a sandwich container.
Photo by Michelle Newell

Parent meeting
— September 29, 7:00 p.m.
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Fall Movie Preview
New Moon

Nov. 20th — PG-13

After a disastrous birthday party, Edward (Robert Pattinson) and his vampire family are forced to leave Bella (Kristen
Stewart) for ―her own good‖. Bella spends months emotionlessly doing everyday things such as school and dealing
with home life. With the help of a childhood friend, Jacob Black (Taylor Lautner) who has supernatural powers of his
own, Bella gets back into her old self, . Suddenly, Alice (Ashley Greene), Edward‘s sister, returns to ask Bella to help
Edward. In a race against the clock, Bella travels halfway across the world to save Edward from a coven of super
powerful vampires.
Fame

What Movie Do You
Want to See
This Fall?

Sept. 25th—PG

Based on the 1980 musical, Fame follows young musical theatre talent through their journey in the New York High
School for Performing Arts. Students receive training for their talents and strive to get jobs while also getting a high
school education and dealing with regular high school drama. Cast includes: Naturi Naughton, Kay Panabaker, and
Kelsey Grammer
Where the Wild Things Are

Oct. 16th—PG

From the beloved childhood story by Maurice Sendaks, ―Where the Wild Things Are‖ follows Max (Max Records) as
he gets sent to his room by his mom (Catherine Keener) after she reprimands him. In this magical land, he can dream
up anything: a whole new world to be exact, with Wild Things.
The Princess and the Frog

Nov. 25th—-PG

The Princess and the Frog, a classic Disney tale, features Princess Tiana, (Anika Noni Rose) who finds a prince
(Bruno Campos) in the form of a frog. And as the tale goes, the princess must kiss the frog. Voices include Oprah
Winfrey.
Old Dogs

Nov. 25th — PG

Charlie (John Travolta) and Dan (Robin Williams) are two bachelors with no family. That is, until Dan‘s ex-wife
comes and turns their lives upside down by making them take care of his two kids and their dog.
The Lovely Bones

Dec. 11th—NR

Susie Salmon (Saoirse Ronan), a young girl who has been murdered, watches over her family and her killer from
Heaven, where she must decide if vengeance or her family healing is more important.
(Rachel Weisz, Mark Wahlberg) Based on the book by Alice Sebold.
Sherlock Holmes

Dec. 25th— PG-13

Loosely based on the novels, Detective Sherlock Holmes (Robert Downey Jr.) and his partner Watson
(Jude Law) are in a battle of muscle and wit with a nemesis whose plot is a threat to all of England.

Avatar

Dec. 18th—PG-13

Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) is a former Marine who was wounded in battle on Earth. Jake is selected
to participate in the Avatar program which will enable him to walk again. In turn, he must go to the
planet Pandora and encroach on the Navi, tall, primitive blue humanoids that live there peacefully
unless attacked.

Page by Cat Clark

Eavesdropping

Facebook connections:
Users find benefits of site when used with caution
By David Johnson, Sport Editor

“We’re like the marines: the few,
the proud, the chancelors.”
-Coach Chancelor, AP World History
“Not only are you dumb but
you only have one hand.”
-Troy Hirshhorn, 11, Dual English
“I just realized that leprechauns are just
pilgrims wearing green.”
-Tanner Ashton, 10
“I’m a hip-hop diva.”
-Mrs. Johnson, Band
“I love the sound this paper makes.”
Caroline Jenkins, 11, Dual English
“I’m terrible at math.”
-Coach Beene, Economics
“My mom picks out my clothes.”
-Jack Licata, 10

With over 300 million active users, Facebook has become a daily staple in the lives of people all around the
world. Many choose to use the site for staying in touch
with old friends, staying updated with current ones, and
keep others updated on themselves. If you‘re 50% of
high school age teen in the U.S. (or 86% of college students), you know all this, because you have one, too.
But it‘s not just teens and twenty-something‘s
using Facebook- the largest and fastest-growing demographic in the social networking pool is adults 35 and
older. In fact, this past summer, the number of 35+ age
users doubled in just 60 days, and now rests at over
50% of the total number of Facebook users.
Jennifer Fischer, who teaches sophomore English, says she, among other teachers, uses her Facebook
daily. She said she originally created her site for getting
in touch with old classmates for her 20 year high school
reunion, but now keeps in touch with all her friends
through it.
―I think you have to be careful, don‘t just accept
anyone as your friend, and I think a lot of people do that
just to see how many friends they can get,‖ Fischer said.

She specifically pointed out that she does not accept
any students as friends, and that, while different social
networking sites can be enjoyable, users really need to
be careful in their online interactions.
One big issue, subject to much controversy
since Facebook‘s inception over five years ago, is child
and teen safety. According to the UK Telegraph, a 15year-old girl committed suicide by jumping off a bridge
after bullying and pressure on Facebook by peers. A
British cleric, Archbishop Vincent Nichols, believes
that social networking sites are ―leading teenagers to
build ‗transient relationships‘ which leave them unable
to cope when their social networks collapse.‖
Because suicide is the number two leading
cause of teenage deaths, and the percentage is rising
every year, many experts are led to believe that sites
like Facebook only contribute to growing suicide rates.
Whether or not this is true is anyone‘s guess.
*Quotes and statistics source www.telegraph.co.uk and
www.facebook.com
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The Art of Imitation
Murals reflect students’ inspiration

What’s your
favorite mural?

By: Michelle Newell, Life and Arts Editor
Through the splashes of color and the tunnels of
creativity, the murals in the 300 hallway catch the wandering
eyes.
Students that are currently taking art (drawing or
painting) levels two or three are offered a chance to paint
their own mural on select walls of the school for a final exam
grade.
―I wanted to give them a sense of pride,‖ art teacher
Tanya Kosla said.
Students receive a list of the various artists and
styles of paintings and are instructed to pick one that they
would enjoy painting. If a student has an alternative artist
they would like to paint from, they must turn in extra work
such as biographies and photographs of that artist‘s work.

Kosla gives her art students a chance to explore the
many different ways artists create their work, and also give
them the opportunity to discover new artists. She also has
plans for what will happen when the 300 hallway is full of
the countless, unique paintings.
―I‘m thinking of moving up to the ceiling tiles in
the 300 hall,‖ Kosla said.
Kosla also hopes to fill up any extra space that the
school will allow students to paint on. Having enough painters isn‘t a problem, however, because there are plenty of
students who are interested in painting a mural.

35%

―Since I am in photography, it would be a nice
chance to explore different areas of art,‖ senior Lauren Kislingbury said.

30%

―I just looked online for some cool pictures,‖ senior
Just as Kosla hoped for, students who have painted
Molly Hennesy said, ―and I really liked the colors and origia
mural
for
the school have walked away with a sense of
nality of mine.‖
pride.
After the students have determined what painting
they would like to imitate, they begin the process of painting
the mural. First, they enlarge the painting they chose on the
wall space they were given, and then expose it with an overhead projector.

15%

Next, they trace it with pencil, and once they have
completed that step, they paint it using the different techniques the artist used. After completing the painting, they
repeat this process but this time with a portrait of the artist.

10%

―The hardest part was tracing and mixing the colors,‖ senior Shannon Portz said. ―The best part was being
able to paint with my friends.‖
Students agree that the murals in the 300 hallway
add character to our school and compliment our art department.
―The paintings let everyone know that they‘re very
talented and dedicated,‖ senior Sydney Sanders said.

10%
Several styles of artwork from different artists fill the hallway.
Photo by Michelle Newell

New students transition with ease

The Talon Staff

By: Buckley Wallace, Staff Writer
The halls are a little more
crowded this year because of an unusually large number of new students.
According to counselor Margo Bigbee,
there is a total of 49 new students. The
freshman class added 21 students,
sophomores 12, juniors 12, and four
seniors.

making new friends didn‘t take long.
gum, but having to get up earlier for
―It was easy coming to a new school,‖ the 8 a.m. school start is definitely the
Stephens said. ―I just came into it with hardest,‖ Shanahan said.
a positive attitude and tried to find
Stephens and Shanahan both
friends with my interests.‖
agree that the teachers are their favorite
Since most schools differ in
part about the school. ―All of the
the way that they are run and with the teachers are really nice,‖ said Stephens.
rules that govern the student body,
―The teachers are great at making you
Coming to a new school and
there are usually some things to which feel like you belong, and the other stuhaving to make new friends is never an new students have to become accusdents have been very friendly and weleasy task. But some new students have tomed. ―Marcus had four blocked peri- coming too.‖
ods per day, so coming here and havadjusted with ease.
Both new students had advice
ing seven periods in one day was a big
For junior Cole Stephens,
for
others
who are at the school for the
change,‖ Stephens said. ―Also I have
coming from Marcus High School,
first
year.
―Talk to as many people as
to wake up earlier since the school day
you
can,‖
Shanahan
said. While
starts at 8 a.m.
Stephens
advises,
―Just
be yourself and
unlike my other
school where we don‘t be scared to meet new people.‖
started at 8:40
Look around in class and see
a.m.‖
if there are any new students and take
the time to make introductions and get
Anto know them. From the experience of
other new student, freshman Stephens and Shanahan it is clear that
students go out of their way to make
Delaney
new friends and help make the transiShanahan,
tion for new students an easy one.
agrees with
Stephens that
getting up earlier has been the
biggest adjustThe hallways are more crowded this year than ever before.
ment. ―I really
Photo by Michelle Newell
like the fact that
we can chew

David Johnson
Sports Editor

Dominique Church
News Editor

Josh McSwain
Opinions Editor

Meredith Wooley
Feature Editor

Buckley Wallace
Staff Writer

Cat Clark
Staff Writer

Kyle Henkel
Staff Photographer

Michelle Newell
Life and Arts Editor/Photographer
Mrs. Fenter
Adviser

The Talon

6 Features

Students and staff find unique summer destinations
By: Buckley Wallace, Staff Writer
Every summer some students and staff use
their time off to take an interesting, unique or exotic
vacation. The destination could be anywhere in the
world, as far away as Paris, France or as close to home
as Paris, Texas.
Junior, Emiliana Lopez, went to Istanbul,
Turkey and Cairo, Egypt during her summer.
―Istanbul, even though Muslim is the main
religion, was very open and culturally diverse,‖ Lopez
said. ―Everybody was very nice and friendly. However, the sales people hovered around you pretty bad.‖
―While in Istanbul, we got to visit the Blue
Mosk and the Aya Sofia,‖ Lopez said. ―There wasn‘t
as much to do. When we went out it was mainly to go
to restaurants.‖
While in Cairo, Lopez and her family visited
many interesting sites. ―We got to go on a cruise
through the Nile River; we got to see the pyramids and
the Museum of Cairo, and visited the older part of the
city of Cairo.‖
In Cairo, Lopez found the pyramids to be the
most fascinating attraction. ―The fact that people built
those so long ago and they are still standing is really
incredible. But, the sales people are 1000 times worse
than Istanbul, and really invaded your personal space,‖
Lopez said.
Lopez added, ―These are just a couple of
places that my brother and I knew we had to visit
sometime because of how fascinating all of the wonders that they have are.‖
Senior Josh McSwain traveled to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for about five days during his summer
vacation with his family. ―This was a very fun place to

go except that it was extremely humid,‖ McSwain said.
For McSwain, this was also a place where he
was able to discover new experiences. ―There were
some very cool places to visit including a zipline tour,
where we rode a really long zipline, seeing many different things,‖ McSwain said. ―However, no one was
ever on time. Simple things like buses were always
late.‖
Vacations provide memorable moments, both
positive and negative. ―I was stung by a jellyfish,‖
McSwain said with a laugh. ―That was what I liked
the least about the trip!‖
But there were some fun moments at the
beach. ―One of the things that I would recommend is
going to the beach to see the life size sand
sculptures of people and mermaids,‖
McSwain said.
For French teacher Robbie Sanders traveling to Okinawa, Japan this summer gave her an opportunity to spend time
with her family. She and her husband
lived in Okinawa for nine years, from
1987-1992 and then again from 19951999, while her husband was a pilot for
the U.S. Marine Corps. Sanders‘ daughter
was also born in Okinawa.
―My husband was going back
there this summer for work with the Canadian Aerospace Corporation and I figured
that my daughter and I should go with
him,‖ Sanders said.
The long flight to Okinawa took
more than 16 hours, but was well worth

the trip. ―The beaches there are absolutely gorgeous
with crystal clear waters. It is like all the good things
about Hawaii, without the crowds,‖ Sanders said.
The culture of the tiny island also provided
many interesting discoveries for Sanders and her family. ―This area used to be their own country and they
have their own dialects and unique languages. There
was also sight seeing where you could explore ruins of
ancient castles,‖ said Sanders.
Sanders gave advice that‘s appropriate for any
traveler and any destination. ―Don‘t go with a closed
mind. If you do this, you will miss out on all of the
opportunities to learn new things.‖

On his trip to Puerto Vallarta, Josh McSwain gets an up-close and personal
experience with a large snake.

FYI: New Graduation
Requirements

Freshman Q&A

Course

Recommended
Plan

Distinguished
Achievement
Program

Physical
Education

One Credit

One and a half
credits

Everyone remembers their freshman year. Current and former freshmen share their experiences.

Languages Other
Than English

Two Credits

Three Credits

Q and A:

Health Education

None

One-half credit

Technology

One credit

One credit

Courses

(Local requirement)

Palermo’s
Bartonville Town Center
2652 FM 407 E
940-455-2868

Interviews by Kyle Henkel

Sara Williams:
Q: What does the word freshman mean to you?
A: ―A new experience, a chance to try something new and get a start on your life. This is where everything starts to count. It‘s a bit frightening but it also means fun and excitement!‖
Jason Egan:
Q: Is high school what you expected?
A: ―Yes. I thought some or at least most of the classes I‘m taking would be difficult and have
more homework.‖
Taylor Barnett, English Teacher and Volleyball coach:
Q: What was your experience, when you were a teenager, from transitioning from jr. high to
high school?

www.palermositaliancafe.com

Your favorite Italian
restaurant wishes you
all a great school year!

Come enjoy the best of
Italy and receive 10%
off of your entire check.
Expires December 1st

A: ―Back when I was a freshman, our jr. high was separate from our high school so switching
to a different school was terrifying for me. Lunchtime worried me because I only knew 1/3 of the people
there. I went to Marcus so we had wings, like English wing and Math Wing and so on, and I remember
my first day of school that I got so lost that I sat in the hallway and cried.‖
Greg Mouser, Science Teacher and Football coach:
Q: What was your experience, when you were a teenager, from transitioning from jr. high to
high school?
A: ―I went to a 5A district and high school was 10th thru 12th and 9th stayed in the junior high. When I
went from my freshman to my sophomore year it was a huge change. I went from a school the size of
your middle school to a school with almost 2000 students and it was difficult for a couple of weeks try-

ing to find where everything was and to meet new people because not all of the students at the junior
high I went to went to the same high school.‖
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Senior Eagles lead football team
By: David Johnson, Sports Editor
Head Coach Todd Rodgers has been coaching
football at the high school and college levels for over two
decades. He has been on staff at multiple state-winning
programs, and coached at the University of Texas at Austin. When this man tells you something about his football
team, you had better believe it. When asked what stands
out the most about this year‘s team, he gives
one, single, irrevocable answer- the quality of
senior leadership.
The Eagles have started off the season 4-0, with over half of the roster in their
final high school season. Coach Rodgers has
watched the now senior class grow and mature since middle school. The senior class is
―a tight knit group… [and] has always been
that way‖ Rodgers said.
He continued that the group had
been building since kindergarten, with Justin
Bruton, Lance Sutton, Jake Sizelove, and
Brandyn Hinnrichs all attending Argyle for
their entire education, but the group has always been ―very inclusive rather than exclu-

sive‖ he said. This has allowed incoming athletes to truly
be a part of the Eagle family through the years.
Rodgers explained that the seniors have taken
up the duties and responsibility of leading the team. He
remarked that they are a cohesive unit, and as a whole,
their ability to bring unity to a team in the heat of battle

is what really makes a difference.
Senior Brandyn Hinnrichs agreed that the class
of 2010 was ―…definitely a far cry from seasons past.‖
It‘s not just coaches noticing something special
about this year‘s squad; the players know it, too. And
with district play right around the corner, everyone is
doing what they can to stay healthy and go in with a full
arsenal of players.
The coaches are using the first half of the season, which doesn‘t affect a team‘s chances of earning a
playoff berth, ―to get experience across the board, and
make sure all our players understand the offensive and
defensive concepts,‖ Rodgers said.
In the end, with each week bringing a more important game on an increasingly bigger stage, players and
coaches still make sure not to get ahead of themselves
mentally, ―You‘ve got to focus one week at a time, that‘s
just the way it is.‖ You don‘t look past anybody… (or
you‘ll) let them slip‖ Rodgers stated. And with multiple
tough opponents coming up, the Eagles can‘t afford to
look ahead if they want to stay undefeated.

Scores, Stats & Schedules Student trainers share role
Football

Volleyball

4-0

19-9

in Eagle’s success

CC

By: Meredith Wooley, Feature Editor

Boys7th @ Marcus (Denton)

W @ Iowa Park 28-21

Sep. 25th @ Celina

W vs Burkburnett 35-14

Sep. 29th vs. Whitesboro

W @ Vernon 41-12

Oct. 2nd vs. Gainesville

W @ Decatur 30-6

Oct. 6th @ Sanger

Sep. 25th vs. Bridgeport

Oct. 9th vs. Prosper

Oct. 9th vs. Prosper

Oct. 13th vs. Celina

Oct. 16th @ Whitesboro

Oct. 16th vs. Whitesboro

Oct. 23rd vs. Sanger*

Oct. 20th @ Gainesville

Sep. 26th @ Marcus

*Homecoming

Oct. 23rd vs. Sanger

Oct. 3rd @ Celina

Oct. 27th @ Prosper

Oct. 8th @ Grand Prairie

4th @ Fossil Ridge
4th @ Northwest (UNT)
Girls20th @ Marcus (Denton)
4th @ Fossil Ridge
4th @ Northwest (UNT)

Oct. 17th @ Lewisville
Oct. 28th @ Celina*
*District Meet

Offense

Football
Individual
Statistics

Rushing
Seiber
Hedlund
Chrestopoulos
Sutton
Passing
Hedlund
Aune

Carries
32
23
15
9

Comp
35
6

Receiving
Sutton
Sweatt
Hommell
Bruton
Brasher

Att’s
64
8

Tackles
15
21
11
13
12
15
12
9
10
6
5

Asst
17
7
11
8
9
5
8
10
2
4
1

Total
32
28
22
21
21
20
20
19
12
10
6

Yards
520
94

Receptions
12
9
6
6
3

Defense
Player
Sizelove
Johnson
Dunham
Crenshaw
Ellis
Meeks
Griffin
Cantrell
Mcleod
Curran
Thompson

Yards
260
100
91
56

TFL
2
10

PBU
2
1
1

Fum
CAUS.

Int's
4

Yards
230
125
117
78
34
Fum
Rec

2
1
1

5
1

1

TD's
4
1

TD's
2
2
1
%
54.7%
75.0%

The student trainers bear important and sometimes stressful jobs, but they
enjoy what they do. ―My favorite part of
being a trainer is watching Argyle win,‖
Senior Brenna Jeffries said. ―I love being
on the sidelines or in the dugout.‖

can‘t do it on their own,‖ junior Paige
Stawicki said. ―We also really have to pay
attention during games because you never
know when someone might get hurt.‖
There is a whole process to becoming a student trainer, and not just anyone can join. ―You have to apply in the
spring with a teacher recommendation,
permission from your parents, and an interview with me,‖ Allred said. He added that
students don‘t necessarily have to be interested in sports medicine to be considered
for a student trainer position, but they must
be able to commit time to attend workouts
and games.
―My parents met Coach McClure
[former athletic trainer] at an open house
night when I first moved here,‖ Jeffries
said. ―They forced me into being a trainer.‖
Student trainers learn valuable
characteristics and have opportunities that
other students do not. ―They learn timemanagement skills, responsibility, organization, cleanliness, and how to maintain
and care for medical equipment,‖ Allred
said. ―They will especially learn how to
tape and learn about injuries.‖ The student
trainers also get experience in dealing with
injuries just by being around them so often.
―The worst injury that I have seen
was JJ Harp‘s leg being broken,‖ Jeffries
said. ―I saw it happen and I heard the pop
from the dugout.‖

TD's
1
2
2

Even though the student trainers
From aiding injured players to
are not on the team‘s roster, they are a huge
cleaning
the training room, the student
part of the team and are still committed.
trainers
are
an essential part of the athletic
―You always have to show up for practice.
department. Without them, the sports proIt‘s really important because one person
grams would not be able to function as
efficiently.

SACKS INT.'S

―They are very
helpful, and make my
job a lot easier,‖ Allred
said.

Long
91
27
49
30
21

2
1
3
2

1
2
1
1

Ave.
8.1
4.3
6.1
6.2

They go to every practice and
every game, but they don‘t play. The student trainers operate behind the scenes to
make sure that the athletes are healthy and
the training room and training equipment is
in order. They make the job easier for the
head athletic trainer and are truly a part of
the team.
The student trainers‘ main duties
consist of filling up water and keeping the
student athletes well. ―They are in charge
of the set-up and organization of the equipment and supplies for practices and games
and they are also responsible for cleaning
and maintaining the training room,‖ athletic trainer Duane Allred said. ―They are
also responsible for the hydration of the
athletes. It‘s just a good way of calling
them water girls.‖
The student trainers attended
every two-a-day football practice in the
scorching heat and every after school practice as well. ―They constantly have water
around to keep the players hydrated,‖ football coach Marc Koke said. ―They also
have ammonia towels to keep them cold.‖

1
1

Water in hand, Marissa
Capra and Julia Vickery
are poised and ready to
help any thirsty
players.
Photo by: Cat Clark

8 Photo Essay

The Talon

Our Steps to Success
Back to school in the fall brings football season, and this
year represents another successful start, with a 4-0 record.
Many elements play a part in defining a great season,
from the pep-rally, players, band, to the fans.

To the Dance Floor! Even
though they went back to
the 80‘s, our Extreme Dance
team and Pit Crew know
how to energize a crowd
with their fantastic dancing.
Photo by: Michelle Newell

Warm Up!
Our football players take the field to warm up, ready to dominate the Decatur Eagles at their homecoming.
Photo by: Kyle Henkel

Standing, Clapping, and Cheering.
Parents and friends celebrate as the varsity high
school players score another touchdown in the
fourth quarter.
Photo by: Kyle Henkel

“Set!”
Argyle‘s 3A State Marching Champions
take the field at half-time.
Photo by: Cat Clark

Move the chains
Players and trainers move
down the sidelines after a
first down.
Photo by Cat Clark
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