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Happy retirement
Mr. John Sorg and Mrs. Cathy Batuello, two Bishop Luers High School teachers who have made their historical mark and
impact on Bishop Luers High School, announced their retirements in May. Mr. Sorg began teaching at Bishop Luers in 1963. He
was one of the first five lay teachers hired at Bishop Luers High School. He taught health and was a physical education teacher
for many years. He also served as the athletic director at Bishop Luers. He has had a remarkable career teaching multiple
generations of Bishop Luers students. He has also been involved in the community as a referee. Mrs. Batuello taught mathematics at Bishop Luers for 39 years. She was also part of the school liturgical choir. Many Bishop Luers staff and teachers, who
had Mr. Sorg and Mrs. Batuello as a teacher, are shown in the bottom photo. Visit bishopluers.org for stories on these veteran
teachers.

In memorium From the Principal’s Desk ...
Bishop Luers High School Alumni
Michael Bubb - 1966
Sam Hall - 1967
Matthew Nyman - 1995
Roger Reuille - 1966
Friend of Bishop Luers
John Gaughan
Mark Girgash
Father Richard Hire
Cheryl Mowan
Marilyn Niemoeller
Central Catholic High School
Elizabeth M. “Betty” Reuille

In memory of
John Gaughan
John Gaughan, a man
who had an eight-year
career at Bishop Luers
High School, was known
as an outstanding teacher
and coach and interim
principal and role model.
He was one of the first lay
teachers hired at Bishop Luers High
School. He died on March 16 at his Fort
Wayne home. In 2013 John Gaughan
was named a Bishop Luers Honorary
Alumnus. After serving as principal of
Bishop Dwenger for 15 years, he served
for 16 years as an administrator in the
diocesan Catholic Schools Office. He
was awarded the Sagamore of the
Wabash in 1994 and the inducted into
the Indiana High School Hall of Fame in
2010. The John F. Gaughan Scholarship
was established as an endowment in
2014.
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Dear Parent(s) and Friends,
At the end of each school year, I spend time with the Bishop Luers seniors. I
spent the day in religion classes getting feedback from our experts -- the students
who have been here the longest. They provided some great insight and ideas
for school improvement. It is always a joy to spend a day with the students.
It is hard to believe we are almost finished with the school year. It has been a
very busy, but productive year ...
• We started the year with construction in full swing. The new chapel was
completed with the installation of the final four paintings and the addition of a St.
Joseph statue.
• Our new media center has become a hub of activity. Classes are making
great use of the classroom space, students are studying and enjoying the constant
addition of new books to read, and the conference room has been booked with
teachers collaborating in their content areas.
• We were able to grow in our use of CANVAS and have refined e-learning
practices. We now have other schools coming to us for help with e-learning.
• Our athletes had a great year and made us proud.
• Our Academic Super Bowl teams competed well with English placing in the top
three at state.
• We expanded our special education department to better serve the needs of
our students.
• We started the year with a nice increase in enrollment and a full freshman
class.
• We completed over 1,800 hours of community service on our Sodalitas service
day.
• We celebrated with six of our students who were confirmed this year.
• We have strong committees that made great progress in RTI (Response to
Intervention) for struggling learners, technology integration and school policies.
• AP English for juniors was added to the curriculum for next year, as was
Personal Finance, Honors French II, and Literature and Film.
• Our Engineering Roots class grew this year, as did our Digital Design Classes
and Applied Music classes that were added to the curriculum.
As we prepare for next year, we have great things planned that will help our
students grow in their faith, their knowledge and skills and in their relationships with
others.
We are grateful for your prayers, financial support and talent as we move ahead
to an exciting future at Bishop Luers High School. We request your continued
support.
May the Peace of Christ be with each of you,
Tiffany Albertson
Principal, Bishop Luers High School

From the Office of Mission Advancement
Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of Bishop Luers High School,
It’s hard to believe we’ve finished the 2016-2017 school year. We wish our 2017
graduates the best as they pursue their education, join the military or become part
of the workforce. That is the mission of preparing the students of Bishop Luers High
School for life -- to instill in each student dignity, integrity, respect and responsibility. Nurtured by Catholic truths, each student is able to face challenges in his or
her own life spiritually, academically and socially while serving God and others in
a global and changing society. Your support of this mission through your financial
contributions, volunteer work, participation in our events and your prayers for our
success are appreciated. Thank you to all who have donated to this year’s Annual
Fund. There is still time to make a donation either online at www.bishopluers.org or
by mailing your donation to Bishop Luers High School, 333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort
Wayne, IN 46816. If you would like to become more involved at Bishop Luers High
School, contact Kathy Skelly, Melissa Hire or Tess Steffen at 260-456-1261, Ext.
3142. May you have a blessed and joy-filled summer with your family and friends.
Sincerely,
Kathy Skelly
Director of Advancement
Melissa Hire, ’84, Tess Steffen, ’79, Tim Johnson, ’84, Christine Fabina

Calling all seniors from the Class of 2017 ...
The Alumni Board of Bishop Luers High School invites the Class of 2017 to attend

“A Knight of Farewell and Fun”

Tuesday, Aug. 1 • Bishop Luers High School Courtyard
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Corn Hole Tournament begins at 7 p.m.

Golden Knights, Class of 1967

50

1967-2017

The Knight of Farewell is an opportunity for seniors to say good-bye to classmates, exchange emails and new addresses,
and make plans to return for Homecoming on Sept. 22, 2017. Free food and lemonade will be provided. To RSVP or if you have
questions, contact the Alumni Office at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3040 or email Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org

YEARS

Members of the Class of 1967 assemble at the University of Saint Francis
Robert Goldstine Performing Arts Center before Bishop Luers commencement activities on May 26. They assembled after the ceremony at Bishop
Luers in the media center and received their 50th anniversary pins.

On May 26, members of the Class of 1967
gathered to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the date they walked across the stage to
receive their diplomas from Bishop Luers High
School. The classmates, who wore golden
sashes, were recognized during the Class of
2017’s graduation ceremony at the University
of Saint Francis Robert Goldstine Performing Art Center, and were presented with the
Golden Knight lapel pin during a reception in
the Bishop Luers media center following the
graduation ceremony.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2017
Vanessa Schweiterman, valedicatorian
Vanessa Schweiterman is the valedictorian of the Bishop Luers Class of 2017.
The Roanoke resident and member of St.
Joseph Parish, Roanoke, is the daughter
of Michelle Schweiterman and Steve
Schweiterman.
Vanessa’s plans are to attend Indiana
University where she will major in biology
and study medicine.
Activities at Bishop Luers included journalism, World
Culture Club, Future Business Leaders of America, student
council and National Honor Society, as well as working as a
waitress at The Country Post.
In a feature in Today’s Catholic, newspaper of the diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Vanessa said, “My high school
experience allowed me to put my faith into action by offering
so many opportunities for service, both in school and in the
community.”
Hobbies and interests include reading, watching sports
and movies, writing, swimming, “hanging out with friends,”
shopping, laser tag and fishkeeping. She said attending a
Catholic high school allowed her to grow not only academically, but also allowed her to practice and strengthen her relationship with Christ.

Abby Nicole Ulman, salutatorian
Abby Nicole Ulman is the salutatorian
of the Bishop Luers Class of 2017. The Fort
Wayne resident is the daughter of Anne and
Dennis Ulman.
Abby’s plans are to attend Purdue University and double major in biomedical engineering and political science.
At Bishop Luers, Abby was part of National
Honors Society and Future Business Leaders
of America where she served as treasurer of both organizations, and played soccer and tennis, was in Key Club, World
Culture Club and Academic Super Bowl.
Outside of school, she was a Mass server, extraordinary
minister of the Eucharist and proclaimer of the Word at her
parish, St. Joseph-Hessen Cassel, Fort Wayne.
In an interview with Today’s Catholic newspaper, Abby
said of her Bishop Luers experience, “The values that are
reinforced in every classroom promote self-confidence,
compassion and respect within each student.” She added
that Catholic schools
also help to
“emphasize leadThe future paths for the
ership in students
Class of 2017
in many ways.”

The Top 10 List

Bishop Luers High School has announced the Top 10 students of the Class of
2017. The students, their previous schools and current parishes are listed in alphabetical order:
• Rachel Baehl from St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School and St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Wayne
• Nicholas Braun of St. Therese School and Most Precious Blood Parish, Fort
Wayne
• Kennedy Brough of St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School and member of
St. Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne
• Luke Fisher of St. John the Baptist School and Parish, New Haven
• Christine Gallagher of St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School and St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Wayne
• Emily Harrigan of St. Charles Borromeo School and Parish, Fort Wayne
• Sally McNamara of St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School and St. Mary,
Mother of God, Fort Wayne
• Leah Morken of St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School and St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish, Fort Wayne
• Vanessa Schwieterman of Crestview Middle School, Huntington, and St.
Joseph Parish, Roanoke
• Abby Ulman of St. Joseph-Hessen Cassel School and Parish, Fort Wayne.
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Ancilla College
Ball State University
Belmont University
Bluffton University
Butler University
Charles Stewart Mott
Community College
Davenport University
DePauw University
Earlham College
Eastern Connecticut State University
Holy Cross College
Huntington University
Indiana State University
Indiana Tech
Indiana University
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis
Ivy Tech
Local 166 Union trade school
Marian University
Miami University of Ohio
Military
National Guard
Purdue University
Queens University of Charlotte
Trine University
University of Alabama
University of Cincinnati
University of Dayton
University of Findlay
University of Indianapolis
University of Northwestern Ohio
University of Saint Francis
United States Coast Guard
Villanova University
Wabash College
Western Kentucky University
Wilberforce University
Xavier University

Bishop Luers Scholars
Nicholas Braun
Luke Fisher
Christine Gallagher
Sally McNamara
Vanessa Schwieterman
Abby Ulman

The Class of 2017 Legacy Cord graduates

2017 Class
Meritorious Awards
Allen County Non-Public School
Distinguished Student Award:
• Sophie Gernhardt
• Jacob Schmitz
DAR Good Citizenship Award:
• Aspen Hill
National Merit Award:
• Gage Malott
Knights of Renaissance Award:
• Eileen Bond
• Sophie Gernhardt
• Naudia Thompson
• Willow Zwick

The Bishop Luers High School Class of 2017 honors students whose parents were
graduates of Bishop Luers. Known as legacy students, this year 22 students enjoyed
this recognition. As the class of 2017 walked across the stage at the University
of Saint Francis Robert Goldstine Performing Arts Center on May 26, they wore a
red, black and white cord that identified them as legacy students. Thank you Bishop
Luers alumni for making Bishop Luers’ education a part of your children’s legacy.
That inclusion of Bishop Luers into the alumni’s legacy solidifies the credibility of the
mission and values of the school. That investment in Bishop Luers is a clear indicator
of the high level of respect, commitment and love present throughout the Bishop
Luers family.

Franciscan Spirit Award:
• Tayiona Ramirez
Ideal Student Award:
• Luke Fisher
Father Solanus Casey Society
Christian Leadership Awards
• Olivia Koob
• Jacob Schmitz
President’s Volunteer
Service Award
• Blane Cook
Commencement ceremonies for the Class
of 2017 started a new tradition at the
University of Saint Francis Robert
Goldstine Performing Arts Center in Fort
Wayne. Retiring teachers Cathy Batuello
and John Sorg were honored by Principal
Tiffany Albertson. Valedictorian Vanessa
Schwieterman delivers her speech. Earlier
in the day Mass was celebrated at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades.
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ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES
Classes of ‘63 and ‘87

Joann (Brinker)-Mannelly, ‘87,
daughter of Joe and Rita (Maldeney)
Brinker, ‘63, works at UnitedHealthcare’s
headquarters in Minnesota and was
promoted to Vice President of Reporting
and Analytics. Her team of analysts,
consultants, programmers and project
managers support health plan leadership across the nation. Two years prior,
she was selected from high employee
survey results as one of 100 vital signs
all-star managers across UnitedHealth
Group companies worldwide. When not
working, she and husband Joe travel as
often as possible and actively volunteer
in their community.

children are hospitalized; there was not
temporary housing for the caregivers of
adult patients. Alfaro saw this as a need
for the Fort Wayne area, with its two
large hospitals, and because insurance
companies rarely pay temporary
housing costs in these situations.
“I saw this as a sign of what I could
do to honor my father’s memory,” Alfaro
said. “It’s a fishes and loaves story.”
Alfaro wanted to provide “comfort and
solace to those in need, because we
are to do unto others as we would want
done for us.” For more information call
260-444-8576 or email amy@paulsplace.org.

Classes of ‘66 and ‘99 Classes of ‘03 and ‘04
Bishop Luers High School graduate
Katie Castle, ’99, graduated from Ball
State University with a bachelor of arts
in magazine journalism and a BA in
journalism graphics. In August of 2014,
Katie Castle began a 16-month accelerated bachelor of science in Nursing
program at Marian University. Castle
recently passed her state nursing board
exam and accepted a position at Indiana
University Health-University Hospital
in the Organ Transplant Intensive Care
Unit. This is one of the Top 10 organ
transplant programs in the country.
Castle resides in Fishers, Indiana.

Theodore Nathan Scheiber was born
Nov. 6, 2016 to his delighted Bishop
Luers alumni parents Jenna (Dwire), ‘03,
and Mathew, ’04, Scheiber.

Class of ‘92

Amy Alfaro, 92, is the founder, CEO
and Executive Director of Paul’s Place,
Support for Families, Inc. This non-profit
agency provides lodging and services
to patients, families and their loved ones
who are receiving medical treatment
far from their home communities. It
also provides general resources to the
caregivers.
Most of the temporary housing
available for the caregivers of hospital
patients is designed for families whose
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Class of ‘11

Class of ‘04

Dan Barnum, ’04, and his wife
Bridget welcomed their baby daughter
Addison Ann on Feb 2, 2017.

Kelsey and Nick Spoltman, 04, were
married Saturday, May 6, 2017 at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church,
Fort Wayne.
Cappy Castle ‘66, Tom Castle, Katie
Castle ‘99

Lauren Pike, ‘04, married Jordan
Sweet, ‘04, Oct. 22, 2016 at Ss. Peter
and Paul Catholic Church in Huntington.

Class of ‘09
Chris Fowerbaugh, ’09, will enter Icon
Collective Music Production School in
Burbank, California, this summer. This
school has a prestigious reputation in
the music industry and accepts a limited
number of students.

Class of ‘10
Tori and Andy
Litchfield, ’10,
welcomed their
baby Charlotte.

Michael Ryan, ‘11, Petty Officer
Second Class, is currently deployed
as a Saberhawk of Helicopter Maritime
Strike Squadron 77 aboard the Navy
Aircraft Carrier USS Ronald Reagan.
The aircraft carrier recently departed
its home port in Yokosuka Naval Base
in Japan and is completing operations
near the Korean peninsula. Michael has
been serving in the United States Navy
as an aircrewman/rescue swimmer
since his graduation from Bishop Luers
High School.

Class of ‘14
Abby Jones, ’14, is the youngest
member of the CoForce Crew at IUPUI.
Jones is a freshman at IUPUI majoring
in visual communication design. Jones
works with the marketing and communication team to create innovative projects
for their clients.

Class of ‘15

Kirsten Comment, ’15,
completed the “Flying
Pig” marathon May 7,
2017. This race is held
in Cincinnati and she
completed the race in
4:10. Comment is a
junior at Xavier University.

Class of ‘16
Josie Burton, ’16, and Brady Bubb,
’16, spent their spring break serving
others. Both Bishop Luers alumni attend
Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.
They applied for the spring break
service project. Burton is one of four
Earlham students that earned start-up
capital and office space for Methane
Hub business venture to develop an
alternative energy solution that can
lessen the effects of indoor air pollution
in Haiti. She envisioned the idea for the
venture after a service trip to Haiti while
she was a student at Bishop Luers.
Methane Hub offers a business opportunity for Haitian entrepreneurs to earn
money by selling compressed biogas
produced from human and animal
waste that is created by going through a
digester, a large tank that is part of the
biogas system. Biogas is a replacement
cooking fuel for charcoal that eliminates
indoor smoke. The customers will have
access to the tools necessary to cook
with biogas in their homes via a leasing
system based in the community.

Gratitude for a successful
‘Knight At the Castle’ LuersKnight 2017
This year’s LuersKnight was held
Friday, April 28, with the theme “A
Knight At the Castle.” A letter of thanks
follows:
LuersKnight is our
largest fundraiser and
generates funds that
are channeled directly
to academic programs
and general operations.
In addition, LuersKnight
provides tuition assistance
and helps offset tuition for
every student enrolled.
While the end goal of LuersKnight is
financially motivated, the event serves
another purpose: that of fellowship.
We came together to enjoy a good
meal, incredible entertainment, and the
great company of people focused on a
common goal. The fellowship was also
evident throughout the planning and
execution of this grand event. It brings
together parents, students, faculty, staff,
alumni and friends of the school who
donate countless hours throughout the
year to make this evening a reality. It is
most definitely the Bishop Luers family
in action!
Our thanks go out to all the very
special people who make LuersKnight
such a wonderful evening. We are
blessed with an amazing group of adult
and student volunteers who come
together and share their energy, talents,
and time. Thank you so much!
Thank you also to the many generous
donors, corporate sponsors and
program advertisers. It is because of
your magnificent support and belief in
our mission that we are able to continue
the tradition of LuersKnight.

Methane Hub participants (from left to
right holding the check) are Josie Burton,
Lan Phan, Zoya Abbas, and Ruthvin
Gardiner.
Riccardo Crosta,
‘16, is playing
for the Italian
U-19 national
team. Riccardo is
playing the sport
he loves at a high
level in Italy and
helping popularize
American football in
his home country.

We are honored to be a part of this
event. Thank you all!
Julie Crouch and Christine Fabina
LuersKnight Co-Chairs 2017

Thank you to our 2017
LuersKnight Sponsors
Connolly’s Do It Best
D.O. McComb and Sons
Hall’s Restaurants
Indiana Physical Therapy
Katz, Sapper, and Miller
Michael Kinder & Sons
Midwest Pipe and Steel
Orthopedics Northeast /
Dr. John Pritchard
Our Sunday Visitor
St. Joseph Hospital
Summit Consultants

Religious Vocation Gallery additions
The Religious Vocation Gallery honors Bishop Luers High School graduates
who have entered religious life. We apologize for omitting the following religious
graduates at the unveiling in January.
Sister Julie Marie Oxley, Sister of Saint Francis of Perpetual Adoration, ’76. She
is working at the Mother House in Mishawaka, Indiana.
Father John Stein, Order of Franciscans Minor, ’75. He is ministering at Holy
Family Parish in Galveston, Texas.
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The Artwork of the Chape

Adam and Eve Before
the Fall

This work depicts the original
innocence of Adam and Eve prior to the
fall.
The artwork in the Chapel of Saint
Francis of Assisi was commissioned by
artist James Langley, who paints from
his studio in Savannah, Georgia. The
chapel’s artwork is one-of-a-kind.

Campaign
Prayer
Faith in Our Future
Father of all gifts, we come
before you in prayer, which is both of
thanksgiving and of humble petition.
We ask that you hear us. Dear God,
without Your grace and providence,
our lives would cease to be. Thank
You, Father, for over a half a century
of student and faculty success at
Bishop Luers High School. Father
God, these years have been great
because of Your grace. Now in
humble prayer, we ask for Your
continued grace as we launch a
campaign to raise funds for our high
school. We pray that Bishop Luers
will always shine brightly with the
radiance of Your love, that it will
always be a sign of hope. Help us,
O God, to be generous, and help
us build, expand, and sanctify this
place, where Your love is taught and
received. Please make this campaign
a success. With true thankfulness,
we ask you, Father, for this divine
assistance through Jesus, your Son
and our Lord. Amen.
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Saint Francis

This work depicts St. Francis with the stigmata, the wounds of
Christ.

The Annunciation

In Luke’s Gospel, the Angel Gabriel appears to Mary asking her
to be the mother of God’s Son. She responds, “Behold I am the
handmaid of the Lord.” Her response should be ours.

San Damiano crucifix

The San Damiano cross is the one St. Francis was praying before
when he received the commission from the Lord to rebuild the
Church.
The purpose of an icon cross was to teach the meaning of the
event depicted and strengthen the faith of the people. The San
Damiano Cross depicts people and events surrounding the Paschal
Mystery.
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
These antique Stations of the Cross once adorned a Benedictine
monstery in England

First Station
Jesus Condemned
to Death

Second Station
Jesus Carries
His Cross

Third Station
Our Lord Falls
the First Time

Fourth Station
Jesus Meets
His Mother

Chapel of Saint Franc

Eleventh Station
Jesus Nailed to
the Cross

Twelfth Station
Jesus Dies on
the Cross

Pews -- Class of 1966
Server chairs, holy water stoops
-- Ss. Peter and Paul
Consecration bells -- Most Precious Blood
Celebrant chair -- St. Joseph - Hessen Cassel
Two votive racks -- St. Patrick, Arcola
Missal stand -- St. Peter
Altar Crucifix -- Rose Renninger Memorials
Perpetual lamp, credence table
- St. Mary, Mother of God
Server chairs -- Rosie Scranton

el of Saint Francis of Assisi

The Resurrection

The Risen Lord appears to Mary Magdalene. In John, Chapter
20, we learn that going to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, Mary
Magdalene discovers the empty tomb. A man who Mary thought
was a gardener, asks her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for?” She asks the “gardener” if he knew where
Jesus’ body was taken. Jesus then calls Mary by her name. She
was the first to see the Risen Lord. She reaches for Jesus, who
responds: “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended
to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” She then
announces the Risen Lord to the Apostles.

St. Clare

Wedding of St.
Francis and Lady
Poverty
Saint Francis referred to poverty as
“Lady Poverty.” The artwork depicts St.
Francis using the imagery of a suitor’s
pursuit of the woman with whom Francis
will spend the rest of his life in marriage.
That spouse is “Lady Poverty.” St.
Francis reaches to accept the hand of
Lady Poverty.

St. Clare, a contemporary of Saint Francis, founded the Poor
Clares, the monastic religious order for women in the Franciscan
tradition.
All are invited to visit the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi. Father Andrew Budzinski, pastor of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne, celebrates Wednesday morning Masses in the chapel at 7 a.m. during the school
year. The chapel will be used for class Masses, alumni Masses, Reconciliation, Adoration and private prayer.

Fifth Station
Simon the Cyrenean
Helps Jesus Carry
His Cross

Sixth Station
Veronica Wipes the
Face of Jesus

Seventh Station
The Second
Fall of Jesus

Eighth Station
Jesus Consoles the
Women of Jerusalem

Ninth Station
Third Fall of Jesus

Tenth Station
Jesus Stripped of
His Garments

cis of Assisi recognition
Candlesticks -- St. Louis - Besancon
Stations of the Cross:
St. Therese Parish
4th -- Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
5th -- St Joseph, Fort Wayne
7th -- St. Joseph, Bluffton
11th -- Alumni diocesan priests, Fathers Sullivan,
Freiburger, Delaney, Gregerson,
Norton and Steinacker
12th -- St. John the Baptist, New Haven
14th -- William Hicks Memorial

A chapel for future
generations
Thirteenth Station
Jesus Taken Down
from the Cross

Fourteenth Station
Jesus Laid in the
Sepulchre

Bishop Luers welcomes donations
for the Stations of the Cross and the
chapel’s liturgical items. If you would
like to make a donation, please contact
Kathy Skelly at kskelly@bishopluers.org
or call 260-456-1261, Ext. 3142.
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Alumni spotlights
Gift of music keeps on giving for Bishop Luers graduates
The Bishop Luers High School Show
Choir is in the blood of Bishop Luers
High School graduates Kristopher
Andorfer (2010), Adam Hanke (2011),
Joey Lamping (2015) and Michael
Hickey (2016). They are joined by grads
John Hickey (2016) and Rory Rodriguez
(2006) in giving back to a program that
helped shape their careers and love of
music.
Kris Andorfer said, “The show choir
program provides endless opportunities
for student growth beyond the world
of music. Our students learn the skills
necessary for successful life after high
school and they become better citizens
through the teamwork and challenges of
show choir.”
“Giving back to the program is vital
for our success,” Kris said, who just
finished his fifth year as the assistant
director. “Our school is filled with
talented students who must have a
chance to participate in these types of
life-changing programs.”
Giving back is important to Adam
Hanke as well. He had been in show
choir as a student for two years. For the
past six years, he has been an assistant
director. “I love the opportunity I have
to give back at Bishop Luers, as well as
the opportunity to work with the students
and their parents,” said Adam. “Bishop
Luers has given so much to me in the
10 years that I have been there, both as

a student or an assistant. These have
been some of my most formative years
and Bishop Luers has shaped me into
who I am today, I give back because I
hope to continue to shape students and
Bishop Luers is a great place to do it.”
Joey Lamping, a drummer, shared
that one of his favorite memories of the
Bishop Luers Show Choir was being
the No. 1 show choir in the country for a
week when he was in the choir. He said
that his participation since graduation
“gives me the opportunity to do what I
love, which is music.”
John and Michael Hickey, both from
the Class of 2016. For Michael, he holds
to the ideal of Father Bill Sullivan (1964)
who often says, “Once a Knight, always
a Knight.”
“This is one of the reasons I give
back to the Bishop Luers Show Choir,”
Michael said. “The show choir is a family
and when something needs done or
helped with, family steps up to help.”
A big piece of the Faith in Our Future
Capital Campaitn at Bishop Luers
High School is to add a performing
arts assembly hall. This phase of the
capital campaign will benefit the Bishop
Luers Performing Arts Department. The
assembly hall will be an addition to the

cafeteria.
“Supporting the Luers Performance
Hall is one way you can give back to
ensure the success of the Performing
Arts department and to your lifelong
family; the Bishop Luers Knights.” Encouraged Michael.
“We are also one of the most wellknown choirs in the country and our
annual invitational is known as the first
and longest running show choir invitational in the world,” said Adam Hanke.
“It would be phenomenal to give these
students their own space to do their
work as well as show the rest of the
world that we value what the program
does for our students and our school.”
Kris Andorfer concluded, “Supporting the Bishop Luers Performing Arts
Department will be one of the most
appreciated things you could ever do.
We are dedicated to providing the best
education in music and arts, social and
emotional development, and respect
and responsibility to all of our students.
One thing that is lacking in our school
is a modern and appropriate space for
our continually growing programs. The
future is bright for our programs, and
with a new space the possibilities are
endless.”
Visit www.bishopluerscampaign.org
to learn more about the Faith in Our
Future Capital Campaign and to make a
pledge.

Bruce Keller, financial security teacher and Red Cross volunteer
Bruce Keller (1966) makes the best
of his free time – teaching financial
security and volunteering with the
American Red Cross.
Bruce, who retired from local government work in Bolingbrook, Illinois,
in 2010, is now an instructor of Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
program. “I had done a lot of work in
Illinois as an instructor, and I enjoyed
it,” Bruce said. “The method that Dave
Ramsey uses to help people of all ages
to find a way to be debt-free and have
a plan into retirement was unbelievably
simple.”
Bruce explained, “Growing up on the
south side of Fort Wayne, I had parents
that worked very hard so we could have
a nice house, enough food, decent
transportation and could pay the bills on
time. I figured that I would have a similar
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lifestyle. Boy, was
I wrong!”
It wasn’t until
four years ago that
Bruce stumbled
onto Financial
Peace University. “That is when
I decided, if I
could teach this
system of financial
behavior change
to others I could change their lives
forever,” he said. “That is my passion. I
practice what I teach, and my wife and I
have financial peace.”
This retiree also has been active for
five years with the American Red Cross.
After he retired, he attended a senior fair
at the Allen County Public Library and
signed up as a Red Cross volunteer.
He quickly found himself working as
a volunteer coordinator -- a job to
interview new volunteers and get them

trained. A year later, another opportunity
opened as the Government Operations
Liaison for Allen County.
“I quickly found myself representing the Red Cross throughout city and
county governments and agencies,”
Bruce said. “If that wasn’t enough, I
soon found myself supervising liaisons
in 11 counties in northern Indiana. My
job is to make sure the Red Cross is
represented in all 11 counties to help
alleviate suffering caused by both
natural and man-made disasters.”
“Once you have provided shelter,
food and clothing to someone who just
lost everything they own in a house fire
and they tell you ‘thank you’ and ‘God
bless you,’ and you tell them you’re
glad they got out alive, you feel blessed
that you could help them,” Bruce noted.
“Then you get the opportunity to put
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
Continued on Page 11

Keller, from Page 10
detectors in a home that had none.
As you enter the house there are five
little children running around. While
you install several smoke alarms in the
house, through the generosity of the
Red Cross and local fire departments,
you think about how you may have just
saved the lives of those little children.
They can grow up just like anyone else
and enjoy life.”
He credits this as part of his Catholic
upbringing. “This is my way of spreading
God’s Word by my actions,” he said.
Bishop Luers High School played a
part in that Catholic upbringing. “I think
Luers taught me to grow up and be a
different person,” he said. “I had some
outstanding teachers while I was at
Luers. While my parents had tried to
teach me about honesty and obedience,
the teachers at Luers provided me with
a spiritual purpose and determination to
go out and learn as much as could.”
He added that three years of service
in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam
War helped him with discipline and
maturity.
Fifty years since graduating from
Bishop Luers, Bruce remains a strong
supporter and involved alumnus. “I don’t
really know why but as we get older
we seem to want to hold on to some
of the past,” Bruce said. “I believe all
Luers alumni owe the school something.
Whether it be an annual financial gift,
volunteering and giving their time,
attending school fundraising events or
just a simple letter from an alumnus to
say thanks to Luers.”
“It is very rewarding to come back
and see the positive changes the school
provides,” he added. “Over time things
change. I want to be able to be a part of
that change in some way.”
Bruce concluded, “I find it very
rewarding to meet and talk with both the
young and those older than me at social
gatherings.”

Central Catholic High School
Class of 1967 - 50th Reunion Saturday, Sept.
16, 2017, Grand Wayne Reception Center
For more information email: Carol Davenport
Lepper at carollepper@yahoo.com, Kathy Murphy
Brockway at kzb@frontier.com, or Nancy Romary
Dunfee at rndunfee@yahoo.com.
Class of 1972 - 45th Reunion Saturday, Sept.
23, 2017
5 p.m.: Mass at MacDougal Chapel, Reunion at
Deer Park Irish Pub
Sunday, Sept. 24, 2017 10 a.m.: Brunch at The
Venice
Questions: Contact Barb Charais at bcharais@
gmail.com

Class Reunions for 2017
Is 2017 a reunion year? Check out your class reunion plans!
Class of 1962- 55 years -- Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017.
Reunion to be held at Bishop Luers. Details to come.
Contact Mary Jane Millikan, 260- 449-6182,
mmjmillikan@comcast.net
Class of 1967 - 50 years -- Saturday, Sept. 30, 2017
Reunion to be held at Bishop Luers.
Contact Ann Heiny Long, 260-341-7719,
along1025@gmail.com
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers HS Class of 1967
Class of 1972 - 45 years -- Friday, Oct. 13, 2017.
Contact Susyn GiaQuinta, 260-414-8086,
sgiaquinta3@gmail.com
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers Class of 1977
Class of 1977- 40 years -- Friday, Aug. 18, 2017; Tincaps Game
Saturday, Aug. 19, 2017: Luers Golf Outing
Mass and Reunion to be held at Bishop Luers in Media
Center.
For all the latest updates go to the Facebook link below:
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers Class of 1977
Contacts: Pat Sullivan, 260-969-3950,
Pat.Sullivan@Hylant.com
Patti McKee Ottinger, 260-672-2551, patjoe3@msn.com
Kate Gigli, 260-403-4053, kate@katesoldit.com
Class of 1982 - 35 years -- Friday, Aug. 25, through Sunday, Aug. 27, 2017.
		
Contact Carrie Ann Fisher-Jordan, 317-989-9809.
			carrieannjordan@gmail.com
			
Facebook search by:
			
BLHS ‘82 : OUR 35th REUNION / AUGUST 25, 26, 27 ~ 2017
Class of 1987 - 30 years -- Saturday, Aug. 19, 2017. TinCaps at Parkview Field.
Contact Janeann Perkins, 260-433-1686,
Janeann.perkins@outlook.com
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers Class of 1987
Class of 1992 - 25 years -- Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017. Parkview Field Tuthill 400 Club.
Contact Molly Malloy, mollyhenry@hotmail.com and
Beth Hull Meyer, ehull74@yahoo.com
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers High School: Class of 1992
Class of 1997 - 20 years -- Saturday, July 29, 2017. Pint n Slice. 816 S. Calhoun,
Fort Wayne.
Contact Jaime Wilsey- Heckman, 260-494-5483
jmwilsey2@gmail.com
Class of 2002- 15 years -Class of 2007 - 10 years -- Saturday, Sept. 16, 2017.
Contact Adam Bouthot, adambouthot@gmail.com
Class of 2012 - 5 years -- Saturday, July 22, 2017.
Reunion to be held at Columbia Street West. Time TBD.
Contact Morgen Figel, 260-415-0543, morgfigel@gmail.com
Facebook search by: Bishop Luers High School Class of 2012
2018 class reunion years are encouraged to contact Tess Steffen at
tsteffen@bishopluers.org or Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org.

KNIGHT NEWS JUNE 2017 Page 11

Be sure to join the

Bishop Luers High School
community for

Homecoming
Sept. 22, 2017

4:30 p.m.
Mass in the Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi
Distinguished Knight Awards
5:30 p.m.
Chicken Dinner (catered by Hall’s)
7 p.m.
Bishop Luers vs. Northrop
Distinguished Knight Nominations • 2017
Nominations are now being accepted for the
Distinguished Knight Awards. We honor both an
Outstanding Alumnus(a) and a Honorary Alumnus(a)
at the end of the Mass at Homecoming on Sept. 22,
2017 at Bishop Luers High School. Please download
the Distinguished Knight nomination form from the
website, bishopluers.org.

Distinguished Knight Award: Nomination 2017 form
Name of person being nominated:
Graduating Class
Address
City
Email address:
Phone number:

State

Zip Code

Honorary Alumnus Award

Outstanding Alumnus Award
Reason for the nomination:

Nominator’s Name:
Phone:
Email address

Address:

Please mail nomination to: Distinguished Knight Award Nomination,
BLHS Alumni Office, 333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46816
Deadline for nominations is Friday, Sept. 8, 2017
For more information, contact Melissa Hire at 260-456-1261, Ext. 3040

BISHOP LUERS MAGAZINE Page 12

2016-2017
Annual Fund
Donations
by Class Year
Year		
1962
1963		
1964		
1965		
1966		
1967		
1968		
1969		
1970		
1971		
1972		
1973		
1974		
1975		
1976		
1977		
1978		
1979		
1980		
1981		
1982		
1983		
1984		
1985		
1986		
1987		
1988		
1989		
1990		
1991		
1992		
1993		
1994		
1995		
1996		
1998		
1999		
2000		
2002		
2003		
2004		
2006		
2008		
2009		
2010		
2012		
2016		

#
14
14
11
12
13
16
17
14
11
11
16
15
13
11
17
13
15
12
7
9
11
5
9
2
3
6
1
2
2
2
6
3
6
3
1
2
3
3
1
3
2
1
3
6
1
2
1

Amount
$875
$3,300
$1,530
$1,255
$1,415
$3,000
$1,563
$1,825
$6,795
$4,325
$1,235
$1,470
$900
$1,625
$11,803
$1,375
$4,770
$5,380
$640
$2,095
$1,970
$475
$765
$1,200
$200
$1,910
$100
$300
$1,350
$175
$625
$400
$365
$320
$50
$175
$300
$225
$100
$425
$150
$50
$150
$600
$25
$75
$50

On behalf of Bishop Luers,
Thank you!

Knights of the Kingdom

Super achieving Academic Bowl

The Bishop Luers Academic Super
Bowl English team took the state’s
runner-up post in Class-C competition at Purdue University on May
6. The Super Bowl English team is
comprised of senior Sophie Gernhardt,
juniors Grace Georgi and Margaret
Cicchiello, sophomore Rachel Notter,
and freshman Mary Cicchiello.

My Vision, My Community

Rennaissance star visits

France and following IU Honors curriculum to complete five courses with IU
instructors. Part of the honors pledge
that they will take is to speak exclusively
in French during the time that they are in
France, and to continue their studies by
taking French V or AP French next year
in school.
French students selected for this
program are Grace Georgi, Dylan
Hutson, Camille King, Nicole Leon-Duran, Molly Puitz, Emma Quinn, Sara
Quinn and Jackie Savieo. So far, all
French applicants have been accepted
in the IU Honors program.

Alison Rinehart de Castro (1993),
a Knight of the Rennaissance, visited
Bishop Luers in May and spoke to Performing Arts and history students. Alison
is a morning talk show host in Chicago
and successful business woman.
She encouraged students to achieve
success, to look at failures as setbacks
and opportunity to learn and grow.

Sodalitas Service Day

Bail Ambassador recipients

The Bishop Luers Leadership Board
had a unique opportunity this year to
help shape the future of a Fort Wayne
neighborhood. The project titled My
Community, My Vision, which was established by the Indiana Housing Career
Development, combines the efforts
of the Leadership Board with a Ball
State University graduate student. The
research is meant to help curb the “brain
drain” of young people from Fort Wayne
and Indiana. The Leadership Board has
been part of a brainstorm project to revitalize the Quimby Village, Broadway and
Indian Village regions of Fort Wayne.

Japanese guests

Camille King, left, and Mitchell Gigli,
right, are the recipients of the Bishop
Luers High School Philip G. Bail, Sr.
and Katherine D. Bail Ambassdors
Scholarship. Awarded to juniors to be
used in their senior year, the scholarship
recipients must possess exuberant,
inclusive personalities, outstanding
moral character, have demonstrated
leadership in extracurricular activities
at Bishop Luers and in the greater Fort
Wayne community and best exemplify
demonstrated excellence in academic
performance, intellectual curiosity and
academic inquisitiveness.

Students to study in France

Bishop Luers welcomed 23 students
and their two English teachers
guests from Fushiki High School
in Japan from March 10-15.

Indiana University offers a nationally renowned study abroad program
for high school juniors throughout the
state of Indiana. Eight Bishop Luers
French juniors/seniors will be pursuing
their goal of enhancing their fluency in
French by living with a host family in

Bishop Luers students and staff used
Holy Thursday as the Sodalitas Day
providing over 1,800 of community
service. That included 600 students at
30 locations throughout the Fort Wayne
area. Above, students work in the
community garden at St. Henry Church.

March to Victory videos
Thirty-one individuals, athletes, or
school organizations representing the
Bishop Luers High School community
encouraged pledges to March to Victory
video campaign on Facebook and the
Bishop Luers website as part of the
Faith in Our Future Capital Campaign.
Some contributors included Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades, Jaylen Smith,
Thomas Hammock and the Bishop
Luers Show Choir.

Best wishes ...

Bishop Luers High School sends its
best wishes to the following teachers
and staff who will be leaving: Mandy
Allen, Amy Henry, Stephanie Hamilton,
Rosetta Bultemeier, Wendy Teders,
Jahrae Hampton, Philip Didier, Laura
Sturm and Jenny Andorfer.
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Bishop Luers sports
Bishop Luers golf team is SAC
runner up

Bishop Luers students sign
with University of Saint Francis

The Bishop Luers Mens’ Golf Team
has achieved runner-up status ranking
in the SAC.
Martin Harold placed first and
Carston Fritz took third on the prestigious first team ALL-SAC.
Martin Harold and Will Pape qualified
for the boys golf regional June 8 at
Stonehenge in Warsaw.

Walker and Brooks sign
to continue athletic careers

Luers High School students Marisa
Wigent, left at the table, and Rose
Hoskins, right at the table, sign with the
University of Saint Francis on May 4.
Wigent will do track and cross-country
at the University of Saint Francis in Fort
Wayne. Hoskins will play soccer at the
University of Saint Francis.

Basketball players participate
in classic game at USF
Family and friends gathered May 19
with Ra’Shaun Walker, who signed to
play basketball at Charles Stewart Mott
Community College, and Jordan Brooks,
who signed to play football with Bluffton
University.

Four student-athletes sign
letters of intent

Four Bishop Luers High School
seniors signed their intent to continue
their athletic career at three Indiana
institutions on May 12 in the school
cafeteria. They include the following:
from left, Mikhail McCowin, who signed
to continue playing baseball at the University of Saint Francis; Blane Cook who
signed to continue his athletic career
playing baseball at DePauw University;
Dustin Notter, who signed to continue
his athletic career playing baseball at
Wabash College; and Joseph Deiser,
who signed to continue his career in
cross-country and track at Wabash
College.
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Luers High School basketball players
and Coach J.J. Foster, Sr., participated
in the Nancy Rehm Border Wars Classic
game held April 30 at the University of
Saint Francis in Fort Wayne.
Students J.J. Foster Jr., Ray Walker
and Anton Berry joined Coach Foster in
the game.
The Fort Wayne Journal Gazette
reported, “Anton Berry of Bishop Luers
added 14 points, three rebounds and
two steals and often was the best player
on the floor, even though he was the
only one going to play college football.”
Berry will play football at Marian University but has an invitation to join the
basketball team his sophomore year.

Hansen moves to bowling
regionals
Skye Hansen placed fifth in the girls’
division at the High School Bowling
Sectionals on Jan. 21 and earned a spot
in regional competition.

Wrestlers advance to semi-state,
achieve Academic All-State
Teams status

Bishop Luers High School wrestlers
Mitch Gigli, left, and Chandler Woenker,
right, shown with Coach Rodney Bolden
took regional honors on Feb. 4 and
advanced to semi-state competition.
Bishop Luers wrestlers Mitch Gigli,
Eric Reust, Luke Fisher and Gage
Malott received academic-all state
honors.
In addition, Bishop Luers High School
wrestlers were named to the Academic
All-State Teams. They include the
following: junior Mitch Gigli, 1st Team
All State; junior, Eric Reust, honorable
mention; senior Luke Fisher, 1st Team
All State; and senior Gage Malott,
honorable mention.

Bishop Luers hockey players
part of Bishop Dwenger team
The Bishop Dwenger hockey team,
which includes two Bishop Luers
students, beat Adams/Marian, 7-4, on
March 11, in the Class 2-A state championship game at the Ice Box in South
Bend. The Bishop Luers team members
are Nicklas Allen and Michael Zaremba.

Keep us informed
If you have moved or changed any
important information, contact Melissa
Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org. If you
have a story, recent marriage, baby,
promotion, graduation, or involved
community service, contact Tess
Steffen at tsteffen@bishopluers.org or
call 260-456-1261, Ext. 3039.

Always
searching
for your
next favorite
book? A
team of
likeminded
teachers and staff at Bishop Luers
would like to help in your quest
for great reads. We are excited to
announce the creation of the Bishop
Luers Alumni & Friends Book Club.
This club will meet in the Luers
Media Center every other month, on
the second Tuesday of each month.
We will make each meeting available
on line though a web cast. No matter
how far away you are, you can participate each time we meet.
Bishop Luers

Alumni & Friends

Book Club

Faith
in Our
Future,
Phase II

The book we have
chosen to kick off the series
is “Salt to the Sea” by Ruta
Sepetys. This is a historical
fiction about a small group
of refugees on a desperate
trek toward freedom, during
World War II.
The meeting dates
for the next 12 months follow:
Aug. 8, Oct. 10, Dec. 12, Feb. 13, April 10,
and June 12. The time is 7 p.m.
To see the list of discussion questions,
and to join us on the webcast on the book
club dates, please go to www.bishopluers.org
and click on the alumni tab, and scroll down
to “Book Club.”

We need YOUR help!

We ask that you prayerfully
consider a five-year pledge to this
effort.
Make a pledge today!
bishopluerscampaign.org

Upcoming Bishop Luers
events

Aug. 1
Knight of Farewell
Aug. 19
Alumni Golf Outing
Aug. 25
All School Mass
Sept. 22
Homecoming
Oct. 6
Walk-A-Thon
Oct. 7-8
Fall Play
Oct. 20
Sophomore Grandparents’ Day
Oct. 21
Men’s Smoker
Nov. 1
All Saints Day Mass
Nov. 12
Ladies’ Social
Nov. 16
Open House
Nov. 21
Thanksgiving Mass
Dec. 1-3
Christmas Play
Dec. 8
Immaculate Conception Mass
Dec. 13
Christmas Concert
Dec. 17
Lessons and Carols
Jan. 10
New Family Financial Aid Knight
Jan. 14
Cabaret Knight
Jan. 27
Winter Homecoming
Feb. 14
Ash Wednesday Mass
Feb. 2
Trivia Knight
March 9-10 Show Choir Invitational
March 21 All School Mass
March 23 Euchre Knight
April 11
All School Mass
April 20
LuersKnight Preview
April 21
LuersKnight
April 27-29 Spring Musical
May 12
Run With the Knights
May 20
Spring Concert
May 25
Baccalaureate, Graduation

Bishop Luers “Run with the Knights 10K & 5K Run/Walk
Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success!
Shirt sponsors:
Anonymous, Coney Island, Dennis L. Rorick, Life Financial,
North East Chiropractic Center, Parkview Heart Institute, Steel Dynamics and Subway.

Event sponsors:
Gordon Food Services, Meijer, Road ID, Trophy Center Plus,
Yoder Rahrig Dentistry
Save the date: 2018 Run with the Knights 10K & 5K Run/Walk
will be Saturday, May 12, 2018
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Bishop Luers High School
333 E. Paulding Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46816
Please
260.456.1261
www.bishopluers.org

Join Us!

August 19, 2017
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Cost: $75 per person, $60/under 21

Includes: Green fees, golf cart, range balls, six drink tickets and food!
Tee sponsorship $150/ tee
Pin/Flag sponsorship $250/ flag
Proceeds benefit Bishop Luers scholarships and tuition assistance

To register online, visit our website at www.bishopluers.org. Click on “Donate to Bishop Luers”
and at the gift/registration drop down tab, choose “golf outing”.
To download additional registration forms, visit www.bishopluers.org, go to Alumni, and scroll to golf outing.
Please mail registration form to: Bishop Luers Alumni Dept., 333 E. Paulding Rd, Fort Wayne, IN 46816.
Deadline to Register: Wednesday,IndianaTech.edu/ApplyNow
August 16, 2017.

IndianaTech.edu/Visit

THE SUPER
$40.00
You are TICKET
invited to join
us!
INCLUDES • Option to purchase custom fit golf club at an 80 percent discount
• Entry into the longest drive, longest putt
and closest to the pin contests •2 Mulligans • A drive hit for you by a BLHS golf team member.

Bishop Luers High School

2017 Annual Golf Outing

For more information please call the Alumni Office 260-456-1261, Ext 3040 or email Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org.
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Bishop Luers
Red and Black pages
refer to “Alumni” and scroll to “golf outing”
260-456-1261, Ext. 3040 for more information

2017 ANNUAL GOLF OUTING Registration
Reservations: $75/person - $60/under 21
PLAYER’S NAME ____________________________________________ADDRESS _______________________________
CITY _____________________________________ STATE ______________ ZIP CODE __________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________ PHONE _____________
ALUMNI OF BISHOP LUERS? Yes_____ (Class year __________) No _____

TEAM MEMBER NAMES:
BLHS ALUMNI
1. ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ____________________________________Class________
2. ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ____________________________________Class________
3. ________________________________________Phone_________________Email: ____________________________________Class________
Please complete the entire registration form for our records and for the team photo mailing. *If you don’t have a foursome, we are happy to pair you.*
Deadline for registration is August 16. Please mail to Bishop Luers Alumni /Golf Outing - 333 E. Paulding Rd, Fort Wayne, IN, 46816

