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W HAT IS
DIFFERENTIATION?

W SD'S GATE M ISSION

Depth/complexity (and relevancy)

-

Alter the pace and style as

recognizes that each student has

necessary

Provide guidance to students?

different abilities, interests, and
Bloom's Taxonomy - All classrooms
learning styles. To meet the needs of
at Anderson implement Bloom's
our learners, Anderson teachers
Taxonomy to differentiate
provide differentiation to the

curiosity

curriculum that enriches the learning

Allow students to choose content,

experience of each student.

Use high level questioning (think
Bloom?s!)

Nurture potential of students

-

Challenge those with advanced

-

learning capabilities.
-

-

allow group brainstorming

Address the needs of gifted
-

learners across all curricular

Allow students to show creativity
and encourage perseverance

areas.
-

The staff at Anderson Elementary

-

-

-

HOW DO W E
DIFFERENTIATE?

-

Raise awareness that the

Encourage students to show what
they have learned through

utilization of differentiated

ensuring all student?s mastery of

-

teachers to meet the needs of all
learners through providing universal
access to the curriculum through
modifying content, process, and

products

instruction is a necessary tool in

Using differentiation allows

Allow students to prepare and
research alone or together

product. Teachers layer Depth of
Knowledge, Bloom?s Taxonomy and

academic standards (effective

rigorous questioning to meet the

teaching).

needs of all learners.

DEPTH AND COM PLEXITY
At Anderson, students use Depth and Complexity thinking tools to enrich learning.
When students use these eleven Depth and Complexity icons they are approaching
learning from the same point of view as an expert would. Using these tools helps to
deepen a student?s understanding of the concepts and provide opportunities for
complex thinking. For example, a doctor needs to understand the language of
biology and chemistry, the rules that govern our body systems, the ethical decisions
doctors fact, and the multiple perspectives on treatments.

CHARACTERISTICS OF
G.A.T.E. STUDENTS
-

G.A.T.E. AT ANDERSON

Rapid learner; puts
thoughts together quickly

-

Excellent memory

-

Advanced comprehension

-

Enjoys solving problems,
especially with numbers
and puzzles

-

Thinking is abstract,
complex, logical, and
insightful

-

Asks probing questions

-

Wide range of interests (or
extreme focus in one area)

-

Interest in experimenting
and doing things
differently

-

Puts idea or things
together that are not
typical

M YTHS OF
G.A.T.E. STUDENTS
-

They succeed without help.

-

They need more work.

-

They are gifted in all areas.

-

They like being alone.

-

They are more mature and

SCHOLARLY TRAITS

emotionally stable.
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