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A Message from our Superintendent

			

What Goes On All Summer at PCLS?

I

t’s certainly quieter here in the summer, but that doesn’t mean that
a superintendent can relax. For a superintendent, school is a twelvemonth a year experience.

You could say that the three R’s for our summer are Review, Revise, and Regroup. Regardless
of how successful our school year has been, there is always room for improvement. During
the summer I can review our curriculum and other school programs and policies with my
administrative staff. We take the time to review—look at how things have operated during
the past year and identify any areas that should be changed. We then revise—deciding how to
make the changes that will have a positive result. Finally, we regroup by planning how to make
these revisions and assigning specific responsibilities to individuals in order to accomplish the
goals we have set.

Notes from PCLS Treasurer,
Sherri Samac…

P

ainesville City Local Schools will spend over $34
million dollars from the general fund. The pie
chart below represents the estimated amount of
expenditures for the 2015-2016 school year.

One of the other activities in the summer that takes the most time and energy is hiring.
Teachers often make life-changing decisions after the school year is over. A fully-staffed
faculty invariably becomes one with openings each summer—and those openings are often in
the hard-to-fill category. At PCLS, we are extremely selective with our faculty, and often need
to see candidates several times before we make a hiring decision.
Teaching and Learning is another area that we focus on in the summer. Did you ever wonder
where a teacher’s lesson plan comes from and how different classes across the grade in school
and throughout the district manage to cover the same topics? While each teacher presents a
lesson in his or her unique way, the overall outline for the curriculum has to be approved by
the administration. In our district we examine curriculum areas from kindergarten through
high school to see what is working well, and what can be improved, replaced, expanded, or
eliminated. This is a time when we can brainstorm and consider trying something new in a unit
of study. We encourage our teachers to get involved in curriculum writing projects in which
they work as a team to develop a specific unit of study for a subject and grade.
The financial issues in operating a school district also get a close look during the summer.
We take this time to carefully examine how the funds we had budgeted were spent during the
year and confirm that we have planned the new budget accordingly. Once all classes are over
for the summer we have all the information we need to completely finalize the budget for the
coming year.
One thing is certain; the summer goes by all too quickly for superintendents as well as for
students. I don’t mind though. I always love the first day of school and seeing students arrive
ready to learn a whole new spectrum of information. Education has to be the most exciting
career path there is. Each student holds endless possibilities for the future, and it is a privilege
to be a part of it.
Your Partner in Education,

John T. Shepard, Superintendent

Chestnut’s First Science Fair

Latino Harvey Grads Return
To Harvey To Speak To
Juniors And Seniors

A

group of
six Latino
Harvey
graduates returned
to Harvey High
School to speak
to Latino juniors
and seniors about
college and to share
their college experience. The Harvey grads are: Andrea
Lopez ’11, University of Akron majored in Sociology,
Criminology and Law Enforcement and Spanish and minored
in Pre Law. Alejandra Moreno ’12, Miami University
majored in Spanish, Psychology and Latin American
Studies. Oscar Preza ’10, junior at Kent State University
majoring in Construction Management and minoring in
Accounting. Carlos Reynoso ‘11, Kent State University
majored in Visual Communication Design and minoring
in Advertising. Maria Rodriguez, ‘14, currently a junior at
Kent State University majoring in Managerial Marketing
and minoring in Organizational Communications. Huzziel
Soto ‘11, Kent State University majored in Accounting and
double minored in International Business and Marketing.
They had open discussion and questions with different
topics including: struggles during their freshman year in
college, financial aid and scholarships, family and parental
support, studying abroad, cultural differences, stepping
outside their comfort zone and peer encouragement.
The focus of this event was to encourage Latino students
at Harvey High School to attend college and also, to relate
to someone with a similar cultural background that has had
the same struggles all High School students have during
their junior and senior years, when thinking about attending
college.
Many thanks to Mr. Eloy Pacheco, Ms. Janice Thompson
and Mrs. Maria Fischer for coordinating and assisting with
this event.

IT’S ALL ABOUT LEARNING

WHAT’S INSIDE?   

DISTRICT At-A-Glance
Academic Programs

Family Resource Center

•
		
		
		
		
		

Painesville City Local Schools is an urban school district that
serves roughly 3,900 students enrolled in pre-kindergarten 		
through 12th grade from the City of Painesville. Our district 		
operates three elementary schools, one middle school and one
high school with just under 430 employees making us the
largest employer in Painesville City limits.

•
		
		
		
		
		

•
		
		
		
		
		
		

Harvey High School has classes available, which include college
• Families can contact Amber Torres at 440-392-5548 to schedule
or honors level, Advanced Placement (AP), career technical
		 appointments.
education, art, music and a variety of elective options. Beginning
• Amber is bilingual and available to help families of all cultures
in the 2016 school year, we are expanding pathways beginning in 		 and origins.
7th grade at Heritage Middle School. Providing more opportunities
and student choice will ultimately help us better attain our goal of
meeting and exceeding the instructional needs of all learners.

• More than 75% of faculty at PCLS has a Master’s degree and plus.

• All PCLS Elementary Schools have full related arts course
		 offerings weekly for Physical Education, Music, Art, and Library.

The district Family Resource Center has been created to provide
solutions and interventions to improve social, economic, behavioral
and mental well being of our families. The purpose of the center is
to provide a central and convenient point of contact for ALL
Painesville City School families to access multiple services to
minimize barriers to student academic success.

• The center is located at Elm Street Elementary

Summer Programs

• The Arts throughout PCLS received numerous awards and
		 recognition.

From May 31 through August 5, the Nutrition Services Department
for Painesville City Local Schools is participating in a USDA Mobile
Summer Food Service Program. This mobile food truck, also known
as “The Lunch Box,” will be providing lunches to all children ages
18 and under at no cost.

• FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) was recognized Gold
		 Seal Chapter of Merit for the third year in a row.

Meals will be provided Monday through Friday at the sites and times
as follows:

• Our Red Raider Marching Band has tripled in size over the past
		 three years.

ALICE Training
All staff by the start of the 2016-2017 will be trained in School Safety
Training; this training ranges from minor incidents to an active 		
shooter. The PCLS district works collaborative with the local
law enforcement.

Fiscal Responsibility
•
		
		
		
		
		
		

While keeping students safe and providing a high quality education
is a top priority, maintaining fiscal responsibility by being good
stewards of our tax-payer dollars is equally important. Painesville
City Schools has now earned consecutive perfect audits from the
Ohio Auditor’s Office, which states our exemplary financial
reporting serves as the standard for clean, accountable government,
representing the highest level of service to Ohioans.

•
•
•
•
•

Heritage Middle School
Chestnut Elementary (back lot)
State Street Park		
Maple Elementary		
Elm Street Elementary (back lot)

11:00 - 11:15 AM
11:30 - 11:45 AM
12:15 - 12:30 PM
12:45 - 1:00 PM
1:15 - 1:30 PM

The PCLS Curriculum Department is sponsoring a new summer
book swap program, also known as “The PCLS Book Box” which
will follow The Lunch Box each Tuesday and Thursday to all locations
stated above. All students and parents may take home books to enjoy
and swap back for more.
The Morley Library is partnering with The Book Box so students
can earn incentives for their summer program. Our own PCLS teachers
will be driving The Book Box to connect with all students and 		
families within our community.

Red Raider Roundtable
Beginning in the spring of 2014, the Painesville City School Board
invited parents and all residents of Painesville City to be a part of
the continuing initiative intended to provide opportunities for open
discussion about our schools and the education process.
The purpose of these meetings includes:

		 • Creating an atmosphere of openness and dialog with
			the community.

		 • Seeking opportunities for residents to play a role in the education
			 of our students.
		 • Developing ways to collaborate on complex challenges
			facing schools

		 • Providing the community with a view into the School Board
			 decision-making process.
		 • Tentative Meeting Dates for 16-17 School Year
			 • September 15, 2016, November 17, 2016,
			 January 19, 2017, April 20, 2017

IT’S ALL ABO

   

RED RAIDER PRIDE!

SCHOOL NEWS
HERITAGE

Heritage 8th Grade Basketball Team
Wins CVC Championship
Congratulations to Heritage’s 8th Grade Basketball team on winning the 2016 CVC
Tournament Championship.

PRESCHOOL

Morley Library Visits Red
Raider Preschool
The children from Red Raider Preschool visited Morley Library four times
this year but when the children were not at Morley Library, Morely Library
came to them.

The Red Raiders had a regular season of 13-3 and have a final record of 16-3.
In the tournament, the Raiders beat Kirkland 70-21 in first round, Orange 49-46 in
semi-finals and Geneva 57-44 in the championship. Both, Orange and Geneva were
undefeated!
Great job Red Raiders!

ELM

PBIS at Elm Street Elementary
At Elm, students are embraced socially, academically and culturally to build a
positive environment where students continue to flourish and grow. Through the
responsive classroom approach, teachers use positive language to reinforce, remind
and redirect. Teachers also build a sense of community in their classrooms by
incorporating morning meetings.
During morning meetings students greet each other by name, have the opportunity
to share and work together to complete an activity. At the beginning of the year,
students listed their hopes and dreams for the year and those help guide student
and building expectations. Students have multiple opportunities to be rewarded
for showing P.R.I.D.E. on a daily, weekly and monthly basis. Students can earn
P.R.I.D.E. stars when adults in the building catch them going above and beyond
building expectations.
The students show excitement when they earn P.R.I.D.E. stars or student of the
month awards. Students also have the opportunity to catch their teachers being
good!
Kim Menta, principal at Chestnut, and Cindy Urbic, principal at Elm, attended the
first annual PBIS showcase. Out of many applicants, only a few teams were chosen
to present at the showcase in Columbus. Kim and Cindy shared their journey over
the past four years to build multi-tiered, PBIS-rich schools with high poverty and
English-Limited. Proficient populations. Cindy said, “It was a great experience,
we were able to spotlight the hard work and PBIS initiatives that support our Ohio
Improvement Process”. They would like to thank the state support team for their
continued support through professional development on implementing the PBIS
structure.

High School Musical Theater Dazzle Awards

Congratulations to Miss Kim Hildack and the Thomas W. Harvey High
School Drama Department for participating at the inaugural Playhouse
Square High School Musical Theater Awards at Playhouse Square in
Cleveland this year!

Two of the awesome librarians at Morley Library, Miss Barbara and Miss
Joya, visited and conducted story time in both Preschool sessions. They were
kind enough to go completely out of their way and brought all of their books
and props over to do story times in the preschool classrooms.
The Preschool teachers and students really appreciate them for going above
and beyond for Red Raider Preschool!
Did you know Morley Library has a Summer Story Time this summer? To
learn more about the Morley Library and its services and programs, please
visit: http://www.morleylibrary.org.

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER

Family Resource Fair – Children’s Day
The Family Resource Center and its community partners celebrated Children’s
Day at the first Family Resource Fair on Thursday, April 28 at Harvey High
School. There were giveaways and fun activities for students and tables they
visited for the chance to earn door prizes,including bounce houses and family
Zumba, health screenings, and valuable information about several community
resources and events in Lake County. Each family received a passport card
to track all of the interesting resource tables they visit for the chance to earn
several door prize drawings. Light refreshments including hot dogs, chips, and
water were available. Thank you to all the community partners, volunteers,
interpreters and PCLS administration who made this event a success.

Educational
Foundation
Grant Recipients
Rebecca Bruening and Sarah Stoltz at Heritage Middle School - $2,500
Theater Tickets – Problem Based Learning Project
Sue Hoffman, Mary Ann Pariza, Diane Simcic, Janice Troha at Maple
Elementary School - $500 for Problem Based Learning with Scholastic
Newspapers
Meighan Binning at Elm Elementary School - $2,067.70 for
Kindergarten Unit Blocks
Kristin Haavisto at Elm Elementary School - $279 for Bouncy Bands

August 6 – Back To School Bash
August 17 – First Day of School
August 20 – Art In The Park
September 5 – Labor Day – No School

OUT LEARNING

Wendy Conrad at Elm Elementary School - $1980.66 for Joia Tubes
The Educational Foundation gives an average of $8,000 to teachers
each year to provide financial assistance for challenging, innovative
academic projects for students in the Painesville City Local Schools.
The Foundation distributes funds twice each year through its grant
review program. Funding for the grants comes from Educational
Foundation fundraising events.

Thomas W. Harvey High School Class of 2016

													

Congratulations and good luck to the
Thomas W. Harvey High School
Class of 2016!

The Harvey Alumni Association
Annual Dinner
The HAA held its annual dinner on May 26, 2016 to hand out
Alumni Scholarships and induct two new members to the Hall of
Fame of Distinguished Graduates.
The Class of ‘65, the Alumni Association Endowment Fund and the
Alumni Association presented $9,500.00 in scholarships for a total
of $59,100.00 since they began giving scholarships in 1991. The
scholarships were presented to:
Harvey Alumni Association $1,000.00 Scholarship - Sierra Johnson
Harvey Alumni/Duane Perkins, ‘68 $1,000.00 Scholarship - Emily
Kay Herendeen
.
Harvey Alumni/Harvey Class of 1950 $1,000.00 Scholarship Molly Marie Irish
Alumni Endowment Fund/Beckwith, ‘52 Memorial $1.000.00
Scholarship Renewal – David Flores

Alumni Endowment Fund/Beckwith, ‘52 $1,000.00 Scholarship
Renewal - Julia Herendeen Latimer
The inductees to the Hall of Fame of Distinguished Graduates were
Mary Falcone Kosinski from the Class of 1948 and Greg Forte
from the Class of 1972.
The dinner concluded with the featured speaker, David Gollust.
David Gollust graduated with the Class of 1965. He was active in
many school activities, He was:
•
•
•
		
•
		
		
		
•
		
		
		

Editor-in-Chief of the Harbinger
Member of National Honor Society
Member of Leaders’ Forum, Quill and Scroll, Key 		
Club, and Spanish Club
He received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Journalism from the Ohio State University and his 		
Master of Science degree in Broadcast Journalism
from Northwestern University.
He served as a news writer and correspondent with 		
the Voice of America in Washington D.C. for 			
40 years. He was the Senior White House 			
Correspondent during President Clinton’s administration.

Harvey Students To Participate In Programs At Different Universities This Summer

C

ongratulations to the following Harvey High School students
for being accepted to residential summer programs on college
campuses.

Professional Business Institute at Wright State University:
Brooklyn Jones
Hunter Roberts
Bonita Williams
Ohio Business Week at Ohio Dominican University
Samantha Tackett
Samantha Doeing
Olivia Dickinson
Accounting Careers Awareness Program at The Fischer
College of Business, The Ohio State University
Dart Becks
Ben Pacheco
Diana Lopez

Learning About Business at Lake Erie College
Malik Montgomery
Isaac Mendez-Gibson
Jillian Hach
Jordan Mead
Becky Rodriguez
Jeff Rupert
Catherine Wivell
Taison Tran
Juan Gutierrez
Each of these week-long programs focuses on business, accounting and
entrepreneurship with emphasis on college and career readiness. Harvey
business teacher Ms. Nell Rapport recruited students for the programs.
Program fees for Harvey students attending Ohio Business Week and
Learning About Business were paid by a grant from the Avery Dennison
Corporation.
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