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Religious Education Congress 2015

Spring time is officially here and so is the business of our schedule. In this issue of The Caperone we share with
you our recent trip to the LA Religious Education Congress. Bro. Jerry begins this issue with a reflection on the
Congress’ theme, “See” and bringing the universality of the Church into this one Conference. Bro. David, with his
senses heighted by the springtime of creation, shares the way God is encountered through the workshops, liturgies,
and one another. Bro. Hank reflects with hearing the stirring of God’s command, “Be not afraid” and how this
conference spoke to him to deepen his faith in God and himself. Bro. Cody shares the diversity of the Church he
experienced at the Congress and how he embraces her with their shared struggles, recognizing we are all in
relation. Finally, our Bro. Nicholas recounts the ecumenical workshops he attended, the impact of the diverse
Masses he attended and concludes in his love of writing and using it as his prayer. We hope you enjoy this issue of
The Caperone! The novices and formators will be on a silent retreat this coming week. Please pray for all of us and
be assured of our prayers of gratitude for your presence in our lives this year. On behalf of all my brothers here at
San Lorenzo we would like to wish you a grace-filled Holy Week and a most joyous Easter.
Till next time, Bro. Jordan

Novitiate Events
March 22-27

Santa Cruz Retreat
March 30-April 1:

Holy Week Set Up
Bro. Bob Herrick
April 2-5:

Triduum, San Lorenzo
April 13-15:

St. Bonaventure
Bro. Regis Armstrong
April 20-22:

Scripture Part I
Bro. Jerry Johnson
April 27-29:

Christology
Bro. Bob McCreary
April 28-29:

Day of Recollection
Bro. Mark Schenk

From the Formator’s
The theme for the 2015 Religious Education Congress was “See.” This theme reflects the experience of the man
born blind in the 9th chapter of John’s Gospel, which was the Gospel reading for the 4th Sunday of Advent – Year A
Scrutinies. To “see” in John’s Gospel is more than physical sight, it is about being open to the light of Christ to see
beneath the surface; to understand and experience at deeper levels. One of our goals in attending the Congress is
that we all may learn to “see” the Church, the diverse people of God and the other friars at deeper levels. Christ is
the one who gives us sight.
Each year at the novitiate, we find ourselves surrounded by friars and people from different socio-economic
backgrounds, cultures, and familial ways of doing things. Often times, assumptions are made about someone’s
motivations based upon what is seen on a surface level. Only after prayer and the hard work of sensitivity and
dialog do we begin the process of truly learning to “see” another and how they express their love for God through
their culture, background, or gender. The Religious Education Congress is an opportunity to experience this process
with close to 40,000 Catholic CCD teachers, church musicians, young adult and youth leaders, religious, priests, and
other ministers in the church who gather for workshops and prayer to “see” how to serve the Church more skillfully
and lovingly in their ministries in local parishes and schools.
On a typical Sunday in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles there are Masses in over 40 languages. The complexity of
human and spiritual needs are enormous and the Congress helps educate the participants to respond to those
needs with the depth and sensitivity that Christ requires. So in this time of Lent, may we not be presumptuous to
claim to see as the Pharisees did, but instead remain open to Christ who truly helps us to learn how to “See.”
-Bro. Jerry Johnson
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Being from an island, I can say that,
at times, the island was the only thing
in the world. For me, I had no idea what
was going on off island. I was indifferent
in my isolation. The isolation really
narrowed my world and if I ever had a
problem in ministry or life, it became
the weight of the world. Although I
have been working in the Church for a
relatively short amount of time (before
the Order) I have experienced many
issues and sometimes I felt the issues
were only mine. There are days when I
felt like I was carrying such a load by
myself. However, I learnt that I am not
alone, but carrying this load with many,
many others.
The Congress was a reminder to me
that our Church is a universal church,
which means that some of the
problems I was facing are universal.
However that also mean to me that we
are all carrying the load. At the
Congress I saw that there were many
people out there, much more qualified
than I, trying to fix the issues we were
all facing, together.
You had religious sisters, brothers,
priests, married couples, laity, and
bishops all in the same room. Seeing
them together was a beautiful sight. To
see the countless booths with different
ministries, Orders, and offices (including
our own Capuchin booth but no
favoritism here) only helped boost my
excitement for our Church’s diversity. It
was in knowing that each of them are
trying in some way to address the
needs of our world today.
Our main source and motivation is
Our Lord and I saw this in the long (and
I mean way-out-the-door long) line for
confessions and the chapel. It is Our
Lord who is our strength and zeal. We
do it all for Him and by Him. And we
know that to them that love God, all
things work together unto good, to such
as, according to his purpose, are called
to be saints. Romans 8:28
-Bro. Cody

Encountering the
Universal Church

Unifying and Edifying
The Religious Education Congress in Anaheim
California was a massive Catholic event. I equated it
to a Catholic Comic-Con. The Congress began on
Friday March 13 ending on Sunday March 15, only
three days, I was only there two days. Congress
consisted of educational seminars and liturgical
services. I attended a couple Ecumenical seminars,
which were focused on Catholic relations with
Judaism and Islam. I also attended seminars on
spiritual writing and one about how to get young
Catholics interested in the Mass. The Congress was
one of the most unifying and edifying experiences as
a Novice.
The Congress was unifying in many ways, but
mostly because it brought different people together. The chance to explore other ideas and other cultures was very
powerful because it showed a glimpse of a world of understanding and harmony. The two Eucharistic liturgies I
attended were the Black Culture Mass and the Tongan Mass. Before the Congress, I had never attended either of
these kinds of liturgies before. I was very impressed with the participation of the people and the styles of these
liturgies. I was moved by the heartfelt enthusiasm of the participants and the celebrants. I am not trying to say that
these liturgies are more preferable to me than the standard Masses, but I do think the enthusiasm was the key.
The Congress was edifying because I left each gathering with a sense of belonging. I felt built up because it just
made me realize how many good people there are out there in the world. One of my favorite hobbies and spiritual
practices is writing. After going to three different sessions on writing I was validated by hundreds of people in my
thinking; that writing can be a form of prayer. Overall, I enjoyed the L.A. Religious Education Congress.
-Br. Nicholas Martinez
I felt the message for me this weekend at the LA congress was, “Do not be
afraid, the Lord is with you.” If I give my all and am honest with myself at every
corner of my life then what more is asked of me? Discerning a religious vocation
requires patience and perseverance in and with God. He only reveals during His
time and not mine. My need to control the life I think is best for me can be
surrendered into God’s loving embrace. This congress has helped me to see that.
The grace of the Holy Spirit empowered me to let go of my own will and allow Him
to guide me in the ordinary parts of my day. For example, prior to the congress, I
wondered if I would have a friar to attend the workshops with. Having 40,000
people at the congress can seem overwhelming! I thought, “How is this all going to
work out?” The first day I was nervous and intimidated by the vast number of
people. A feeling of abandonment was present within me. I consequently tried to
control the situation and it seemed to make it more chaotic. I learned from this
chaos and I was able to let go and be at peace. Throughout the workshops, I heard
the messages of, “Do not be afraid, I am with you always,” “embrace the droughts
and darknesses of life; for they are the avenues of growth,” “though you may
stumble and fall, the Lord calls us back up, encouraging us to keep on the road to
salvation,” and “we are sinners; we need a Savior.” Not only was I hearing these
messages, but song was incorporated into some of these, and it filled my soul with
love, joy, and peace. Within myself and those around me, I felt a strong presence of
the Holy Spirit. I was free, not afraid. Praise God!
-Bro. Hank

Do Not Be Afraid

The Senses We’ve Been Given
I sit under the shade of an olive tree at San Lorenzo looking out
on a meadow mixed with patterns of yellow and lime colored
grasses. The lack of rain has the deep greens of the past month
transitioning back into the familiar golden landscape we
encountered on our arrival here last July. As the sun bakes the
grasses I sense a sweet aroma brought over by the warm afternoon
breeze. I hear a honeybee curiously buzzing around my foot looking
for pollen anywhere it can find it. Many of the spring wildflowers
have held on through the drying weather, but some are beginning to
fade and lose the fullness of their color filled bloom. So it is here in
this ever transitioning and thriving ecosystem we get to encounter
this year as novices.
With our senses heightened from the activity of Spring we
departed for Los Angeles last Thursday to attend the 2015 Religious
Education Congress. Fr. Bobby Barbato proclaimed to us in his send
off homily that day “The Lord will speak, we ask Him to give us ears
that we may listen!” I took his words to heart as I entered into this
new experience of our Catholic Church. Though not new to many
(the Congress has been held here every year since 1967), being
among 40,000 other faithful from all around the world engaging in
worship, liturgy, education, creative discussion, and fellowship was
something quite unique in my experience.
The Lord spoke in many ways as I opened my eyes, ears, voice,
and heart to His presence. I heard a troupe of Vietnamese
drummers fill Anaheim Arena with the pounding of their traditional
drums that shook us out of our seats and onto our feet. We sang
the theme of this year’s Congress to “See through the eyes of
love…God is here; God is all around.” Worshiping in unison among
the sounds, stage lights, cultural choreography, and digital imagery
projections was a heart lifting experience.
I listened to many of the speakers talk about the dynamics of our
life in Christ and the ongoing formation we are all called to live. Amy
Florian of Corgenius, an educational service for grieving support,
spoke about the healing power of forgiveness and acted out a
moving interpretation of being the Prodigal Son’s mother. Fr.
Matthew Malone, editor of America Magazine, spoke about the
new evangelization at the intersection of faith and technology. He
used Mary Magdalene’s “heart on fire” run from the tomb to the
upper room as the evangelization we have always been called to.
These are two messages among many I heard which inspired me
and are propelling me forward.
At the final event we attended on Saturday evening, I once more
got to taste our Risen Lord. Fr. Richard Rohr consecrated and
proclaimed “You are what you eat…You are the Body of Christ!” His
powerful homily preceded this with a call for us to “Adore the
perfect, and love the imperfect.” At this, I sensed the Serenity of
God, as I simply opened up and “listened with the ears he gave me.”
-Bro. David Domanski

After Congress Cookout
with the family
of Br. Matt Tully

Encore performance
from last year novices
Bros. Lance and Victor

Enjoying our time at Mass and the St.
Lawrence Parish Festival where half of
us stayed in Watts

…back at the ranch, learning ‘balance’ and ‘discernment’ of
vines from Fr. Frank!

