March 2018

Mountainside News
In partnership with parents and the community,
we will teach our students to become responsible citizens
through high standards of instruction and character education.

Hare’s Message
I would like to begin my message this
week by thanking the Mead
Community for your support in the
passing of our Levy and Bond this past
month. Our district is growing at a
very quick pace and the passing of the
Bond will allow the district to make
changes that will attempt to keep up
with that growth. While there are still
many details to be ironed out with the
addition of a 3rd middle school and all
middle schools going to a 6th-8th
model, I am excited about the
conversations and possibilities that
arise with these changes! Thank you
once again for your support of the
Mead Schools...you are awesome!
On another note, I am coming to you
parents asking for help! I am not
exactly sure how to properly ask for
this help, but here is my attempt. Our
students live in a world that is
different than the one you and I grew
up in. They have instant access to
information with the touch of a
button or screen. While the positives
that come with this instant access are
numerous, we are all aware that with
it comes some drawbacks. This instant
access also means that students have
access to their peers at all times.
Mountainside is no different than any
other school in the United States in the
fact that students are not always
making the best choices with their
internet and social media usage. All
too often, students will engage in
hateful talk, vicious attacks, and
inappropriate language that does
nothing but deteriorate relationships

and cause problems with other students that did not exist before. We have found
that many of the discipline issues that we face on a daily basis truly started
online the night before and has now fallen on our doorstep the next day. In
addition, many students come to school half asleep and when questioned, they
admit they were online most of the evening rather than sleeping. Instead of
coming to school ready to learn, many students are dealing with the negativity
of the night before or trying their hardest to keep their eyes open.
I think we can all agree that our children’s safety is our number one priority, but
in order to ensure this safety, we must work together. So here is my humble
request so that together we can keep our kids safe and give them the opportunity
to come to school to learn and grows as individuals:
1.

2.
3.

4.

Talk with your student about their social media presence. Are they
presenting themselves appropriately? Are they engaging in positive
conversations or are the conversations usually negative in tone?
Know your student’s IDs and Passwords and regularly monitor their
accounts.
Encourage your student that if something is not right, please tell
someone! “See something, say something!” Threats, harassment, and
bullying are not jokes and need to be dealt with accordingly.
In the Freeman SD, their superintendent is asking students to shut their
devices off at 8pm. He says it has dramatically decreased the number of
issues reported that began online and students are coming to school
ready to learn! I would encourage you to discuss this as a family and
possibly create a plan for “unplugged” times in your home.

Thank you so much for taking the time to consider ways that we can work
together to help our students reach their fullest potential! Have a great March!
Gregg Hare, Principal
#WeAreMountainside

Athletics Update
8th Grade basketball is in full swing. We
currently have over 70 boys and 40 girls
participating on the hardwood! You can
find the boys’ schedule here and the
girls’ schedule here. Come on out and
support the Mountain Lions!
Track and Field (7th and 8th) and
Baseball (8th) begin right after Spring
Break. Make sure your student-athlete
is signed up and ready to go!

Buy Your Yearbook Now
It is not too late to get a yearbook. They
are only $25 and can be purchased in
the business office. See Ms. Lisa.

An Excellent Evening it Was
On Tuesday, February 27th, Mountainside honored our students that earned a 3.5 GPA
or above for the first semester at our annual Evening of Excellence. Over 420 students
achieved this mark and were treated to a night of speeches, certificates, t-shirts, and
cookies. Our guest speaker, Chris Sloan, talked to students about the importance of
serving others and putting the focus on the good in the world. He challenged students to
take the #BeforeMeMMS challenge. Students are challenged to highlight the good in
others by posting something positive on their social media account. When they post
they should include the hashtag #BeforeMeMMS so that we can follow the traction. No
social media? That’s okay! Students can grab an old fashioned paper and pencil in the
office and write a little note showing someone how much they are appreciated. Please
encourage your student to think about others and highlight the good in this world!
Thank you to all the families and friends that attended our Evening of Excellence. It was
a packed house full of joy and encouragement. Mountainside is so happy to partner
with you for the benefit of all our students! You should feel proud of your student’s
accomplishments as we all know this requires a lot of hard work and attention from a
lot of different people. Job Well Done!

Thank You Mead Voters!
Are you following us?
We really want you to!

Facebook: @MountainsideMS
Twitter: @MountainsideMS
Web: mountainsidems.mead354.org

Don’t Forget:
Spring Break-No School
April 2nd-6th
A Look At This Month
Monday, February 26th-Friday, March 2nd………...…...…..Book Fair in the Library
Monday, March 12th-Friday, March 16th……………………………………..…College Week
Monday, March 12th-Friday, March 16th……………………Classified Employee Week
Wednesday, March 14th……………….……Orchestra Concert @ Mt. Spokane HS 7pm
Thursday, March 15th…………………………….…Choir Concert @ Mt. Spokane HS 7pm
Friday, March 16th…………………………………..….…….....No School (Snow Makeup Day)
Wednesday, March 21st…………………………….….Band Concert @ Mountainside 7pm
Friday, March 30th……………………………………………………………...End of Third Quarter

