The Presidential Pen...
Call Committee Update
Your Call Committee is composed of Chairman
Bill Dahlgren, Vice Chair John Jaacks, Bill Reichert, Bob Galvan,
Terry Balog, Nancy Jackson and Bert Whitfield.
The Committee has conducted Skype interviews with two
potential candidates for the position of Minister of Christ
Lutheran Church and School. On completion of the interviews
each was invited to visit us to become better acquainted.
Pastor Randy Miller accepted and the second candidate declined.
Pastor Miller's home is in Waterford, Michigan. He is the Senior
Pastor of Cross of Christ Church, Bloomfield Hill, Michigan.
He has been pastor there since September, 2012.
He is a graduate of Concordia College, Ann Arbor, Michigan
and has a Masters of Divinity degree from Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis. Pastor Randy is married and has two high school age
children. His wife is a Lutheran School teacher.
During his visit this past weekend the Call Committee showed him
our campus, the community and schools. We introduced him to
the congregation, the school teachers and school principal.
Christ Lutheran Church and School has been without a minister
for nearly 18 months. Our Vacancy Pastors have provided us with
outstanding sermons and bible studies.
However, we are in need of a church pastor who can address our
everyday spiritual needs. Pastor Miller has shown a strong interest
in our church and school. His focus is on increasing church
membership and developing a close relationship with our school.
Our Bylaws require us to notify the congregation two weeks
prior to a Voter's Meeting. We have complied with this beginning
on Sunday March 25.
The Call committee believes that Pastor is qualified and
recommends him for the position. We will ask the Congregation
to vote on issuing a call to him on April 8.

John Jaacks, President

The Principal ’s Desk
March was a busy month for us. We ran.
We danced. We worked in unity to create a night
to remember for our fathers and daughters and ran to improve the
Wi-Fi and play structure. I’m talking, of course, about our Annual
Jog-a-Thon and the Father Daughter Dance. Two very big events
led by our Parent Teacher League last month. Things run
smoothly around here when we work together using the gifts and
talents God has given each of us. I want to thank the members of
the PTL and every parent volunteer who helped in big and small
ways to create these two events. See pictures throughout the
Messenger and additional information about these two events
from our PTL President.

Dennis Jacobson, Principal

Church Calendar
Holiday Office Hours:

Christ Lutheran
Church & School

Closed:
Open:

Hours: Monday–Friday
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Closed:

www.christrpv.com
310.831.0848

Pastor

Office Staff

Vacant

Principal (x1120)
Dennis Jacobson, principal@clschool.org

Office Manager (x1121)
Philomena Howard, philo@clschool.org

Secretary (x1100)
Michelle Fett, office@clschool.org

Admissions & Marketing (x1123)
Samantha Fulton, sfulton@clschool.org

Bookkeeper (x1122)
Renee Barrientos, rbarrientos@clschool.org

Children’s Ministry (x1103)
Jamie Hallet, jhallet@clschool.org

Music Director (x1104)
Christopher Saraga,
30topher01-1969@clschool.org

Church Council

President (310.377.4857)
John Jaacks, jax8@cox.net

Vice President (310.377.8577)
Bill Dahlgren, apache1223@aol.com

Secretary (310.503.5496)
Karen Klebingat, karenk8000@aol.com

Treasurer (310.833.4139)
Bob Galvan, bobgalvan@cox.net

Trustee Chair (310.547.3516)
Terry Balog, terry@frogenv.com

Mites Are Mighty!
Your mites (loose change) can be
part of a mighty mission outreach
across the world! The Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League
(the women’s auxiliary of the LCMS)
has promoted this project for many
years. It’s as simple as getting your
individual Mite Box (found in our
narthex), putting your daily loose
change into the Mite Box,
and periodically placing your full
Mite Box in the offering plate.
Our Mite Box offerings are sent
to the national LWML. These monies,
donated by many thousands of
individuals, are used to support
a variety of mission projects
throughout the world. Each of us
can make a difference as we join
together. Mites are Mighty!!!

Monday, April 2nd.
Tuesday ‐ Thursday,
April 3rd‐5th
8:00 a.m. ‐ 12:00 p.m.
Friday, April 6th

Sunday

April 08, 2018

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship—Easter 2
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/School

Regular Oﬃce Hours Resume
Monday, April 9th
8:00 a.m. ‐ 3:30 p.m.

Sunday

April 15, 2018

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship—Easter 3
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/School

Sunday

April 22, 2018

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship—Easter 4
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/School

Sunday

April 29, 2018

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship—Easter 5
Fellowship Time
Bible Study/School

April Birthdays
April 8th
Jauncie Whitfield
April 9th
Bobby Schulz, Jr.
April 13th
Jamie Hallet
April 15th
Joann Ferrin
April 16th
William O’Brien
April 21st
Caleb Balog
April 27th
Jasmin Perez

Board of Education, Chair
(310.377.8577)
Audrey Dahlgren, drdahlg@aol.com
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S t. John
By: Chief Elder
Bill Dahlgren
I have always looked upon
any writings by John as very
special. He was with our Lord
during our Lord’s entire ministry on earth.
He was a first cousin of our Lord and took
care of our Lord’s mother Mary after his
ascension. John is the only apostle who
had the courage to stay with Christ at the
foot of the cross.
St. John the Apostle was the son of
Zebedee, and the brother of St. James
the Great. One tradition gives his mother’s
name as Salome. They originally were
fishermen and fished with their father in
the Lake of Genesareth. He was first a
disciple of John the Baptist and later one
of the twelve apostles of Jesus.
St. John had a prominent position in the
apostolic body. St. Peter, St. James and
St. John were the only witnesses of the
raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:37),
of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1)
and of the Agony in Gethsemane
(Matthew 26:37). Only he and Peter were
sent into the city to make the preparation
for the final Passover meal (the Last
Supper) (Luke 22:8). At the meat itself,
his place was next to Jesus on whose chest
he leaned (John 13:23-25). According to
the general interpretation, John was also
that “other disciple” who with Peter
followed Jesus after the arrest into the
place of the high-priest (John 18:15).
John alone remained near Jesus at the
foot of the cross on Calvary with Jesus’
mother Mary, and the pious women and
took Mary into his care as the last legacy
of Jesus (John 19:25-27).
After the Resurrection, John and Peter
were the first of the apostles to run
towards the tomb and John was the first
to believe that Jesus had truly risen
(John 20:2-10). The author of the Gospel
of John was accustomed to indicate the
apostle in writing, identifying him as:
“the disciple whom Jesus loved”.
After Jesus’ Ascension and the descent
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, John,
together with Peter, took a prominent
part in the founding and guidance of the
church. He is with Peter at the healing of
the lame man in the Temple (Acts 3:1).

With Peter he is also thrown into prison
(Acts 4:3). He is also with Peter visiting
the newly converted in Samaria
(Acts 8:14).
There is no positive information
concerning the duration of this activity
in Judea. Apparently, John in common
with the other apostles remained some
twelve years in this first field of labor,
until the persecution of Herod Agrippa I
led to the scattering of the Apostles
through the various provinces of the
Roman Empire (cf. Acts 12:1-17). It does
not appear improbable that John then
went for the first time into Asia Minor
and exercised his apostolic office in
various provinces there. In any case a
messianic community was already in
existence at Ephesus before Paul’s first
labors there (cf. “the brethren”,
Acts 18:27, in addition to Priscilla
and Aquila), and it is easy to connect a
sojourn of John in these provinces with
the fact that the “Holy Spirit did not
permit” Paul on his second missionary
journey to proclaim the Gospel in Asia,
Mysia and Bithynia (Acts 16:6 sq.).
Such a sojourn by John in Asia in this first
period was neither long nor uninterrupted.
He returned with the other disciples to
Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council
(about A.D. 51). Paul, in opposing his
enemies in Galatia. names John explicitly
along with Peter and James the Just as a
“pillar of the Church” and refers to the
recognition that his Apostolic preaching
of a gospel free from the Law of Moses
received from these three, the most
prominent men of the messianic
community at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9).
Of the other New Testament writings,
it is only from the three Letters of John
and the Book of Revelation that anything
further is learned about John. Both the
Letters and Revelation presuppose that
John belonged to the multitude of
personal eyewitnesses of the life and work
of Jesus (cf. especially 1 John 1:1-5; 4:14),
that he had lived for a long time in Asia
Minor, was thoroughly acquainted with
the conditions existing in the various
messianic communities there, and that he
had a position of authority recognized by
all messianic communities as leader of this
part of the church. Moreover, Revelation
says that its author was on the island of
Patmos “for the word of God and for the
testimony of Jesus”, when he was honored
with the vision contained in Revelation
(Revelation 1:9).

Saint John is traditionally held to be the
author of all five Johanine books of the
New Testament, including the Gospel of
John. However, almost all modern critical
scholars place the writing of the final
edition of John at some time in the late
first or early second century.
Both Roman Catholic and Orthodox
tradition state that St. John and the
Virgin Mary moved to Ephesus,
where they eventually died (though there
is an alternative tradition that holds Mary’s
death to be in Jerusalem, where her tomb
is). Many Evangelical and other scholars
question this, especially due to the
advanced age which Mary would have
reached by this time. Some believe,
however, that there is support for the idea
that John did go to Ephesus and from
there wrote the three epistles traditionally
attributed to him. John was allegedly
banished by the Roman authorities to
the Greek island of Patmos, where some
believe that he wrote the Book of
Revelation. According to Tertullian
(in The Prescription of Heretics) John
was banished (presumably to Patmos) after
being plunged into boiling oil in Rome and
suffering nothing from it. It is said that the
entire colosseum were converted to
Christianity upon witnessing this miracle.
Christians largely believe this to be the
fulfillment of Christ's word’s in John 21:23
and Matthew 16:28, concerning John
being kept alive until seeing the coming
of Christ's kingdom. Indeed, in the Book
of Revelation John records seeing Christ’s
kingdom coming, revealed through a series
of visions received by him on the Island
of Patmos.
Some believe John’s tomb is located at
Selçuk, a small town in the vicinity of
Ephesus. I have seen this tomb. Close by
it is also a tomb that is said to be the virgin
Mary’s. Catholics do not acknowledge this.
When John was old he trained Polycarp,
later Bishop of Smyrna. This was
important because Polycarp was able to
carry John's message to another age.
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Fellowship Update

Children’s Ministry

I hope everyone has been enjoying their spring thus far.
Just as the flowers are in full bloom and thankful for the
rain we had, our March Fellowship was also in full bloom.
We continued with our annual soup suppers ever week
during Lent in preparation for the coming of Easter.
March also brought one of our esteemed class family
services for grades 5th through 8th, where the children
in their own words through skits and song taught us the
importance of love through John 3:16. It is always
wonderful to have our church and school come together.
Most importantly of all, we also had the pleasure of meeting
Pastor Miller, who is considering the call to be our pastor.
The congregation had the opportunity after our March 18th
Service during the Fellowship hour to meet with Pastor
Miller and extend our warmth and gratitude as Pastor Miller
and his family prayerfully make this life changing decision
to make Christ Lutheran and California their new home.
We continue to pray during this process that the Lord may
guide us all.

Tammy Ruano
We have been learning about the power of Jesus to
heal the sick through the story of the ten lepers and
even raised Lazarus from the dead! We will learn about
how awesome Jesus really is, as we begin to talk about
the events that surround Holy Week, starting with Palm
Sunday and ending with the Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
We just celebrated Easter, with our annual Easter
Egg hunt. Many children enjoyed the Egg Hunt
and then a special Sunday School lesson during our
worship service.
If you would like to be a part of the Children’s Ministry
at Christ Lutheran please contact Tammy at
truano@clschool.org

Annette Balog

annettembalog@sbcglobal.net

“Easter is the soul’s first taste of spring.”

Richelle Goodrich, American author, novelist and poet
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Meet our CLS Chargers Coaches
Heather Quella
Coach Quella joined the Christ Lutheran family in the fall of
2017 as a school parent, our PE Coach and Spanish Teacher.
As of this month we can now add Girls Basketball Coach to the
many hats she wears! Heather shares a little of her journey with
us in the month’s Messenger.

In 1998 I joined the WNBA Sacramento Monarchs for two
seasons before marrying and settling down in San Pedro with
Darren. In 2001 I retired playing for the same coach I began
playing for in 1993 in France.
I love the Lord, and am thankful for all He has blessed me witha family, a husband, and 3 precious big boys!”

“I went to elementary school at Coast Christian School
in Redondo Beach with my twin sister Heidi.
We moved to Palos Verdes my Freshman year of High School
where I started Basketball and played in 2 state championships.
We gained full scholarships to the
University of Virginia.
After graduating, I made the 1993 US Women’s National team
and played in the world championships in Sao Paolo, Brazil,
then went overseas professionally for 8 seasons. I played in
France, Italy, Spain, Hungary, and the Euro League
Championship where we travelled all over Europe.
Then, over to Australia and Honduras.

Claire Covey
Coach Claire has been a wonderful addition to our Chargers
Sports program as our Boys Volleyball Coach. She knows
the sport very well, as she has grown up in a volleyball family.
Her grandfather played volleyball in the Senior Olympics and
her parents met while playing volleyball at San Diego State.
She had little choice, but to start playing volleyball when she
was in elementary school which eventually led to CIF finals as
team captain in high school. She is only with us for one season
as she will be heading off to college this summer to Liberty
University in Virginia. We are thankful for the time we have
with her during this season!
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From the Parent Teacher League President
Our annual Jog-A-Thon was a success! Many parents and
two grandparents were on hand to count laps, hand out
water and oranges. This year, Edson Blechner ran the
most laps—38! Followed by Joseph Barrientos and Peter
Hoff with 36 laps!

The day after the Jog A Thon, our parents wowed us with
a beautiful Father Daughter Dance in the gym. Led by
Rayola Ruiz, many parents came together to put on a
Disney themed dance. We are so fortunate to have so
many dedicated volunteers at our school!

We are thankful for all the pledge earners as well! The 2nd
grade class broke all their goals and raised the most money
out of all the classes at Christ Lutheran! Our top earner
was Aidan Toledo, also a 2nd grader! We ended up raising
$16,000!! The funds will go towards improving the Wi-Fi
at our school and the playground area.

Blessings,

Michelle Gregg
PTL President
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Jog-a-Thon
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL
28850 S. Western Avenue
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275

Daily Breeze Reader’s Choice 2017

“Favorite Private School in the South Bay”

Christ Lutheran School voted

1.310.831.0848
www.christrpv.com
office@clschool.org
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study: 10:30 a.m.

