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AM 50th Anniversary at St. Patrick’s

Stanners Stephen Bradley, Kathleen McCague and Dana Giuntini were on the altar at St.Patrick’s Cathedral for Molloy’s 50th Anniversary
Mass on April 9. (Photo by Mr. Tom Harrison)
By Christina Damore ’09
With the help of police escorts and a
special subway train, Stanners traveled
into Manhattan to attend Molloy’s 50th
Year Anniversary Celebration Mass on
April 9 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.
Molloy students, faculty and staff filed
down into the Van Wyck Subway
Station at 9:30 a.m. to board a private
express subway train, which did not
stop until it arrived at the Fifth Ave. and
53rd St. subway station in midtown
Manhattan.
The special “Stanner Express”
subway train was paid for with a
$4,000 donation from Molloy alumni.
Stanners then walked two blocks
south from the subway station to St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, where they were
greeted by the music of Molloy’s Pipes
and Drums Band.
The General Superintendent of the
Metropolitan Transit Authority Robert
Hannigan wrote Principal Bro. Roy
George a letter after the event saying it
was, “an honor and a pleasure to work
with a very cooperative student body.”
Bro. Roy agreed with those

accolades, saying that Molloy’s
students, “made him proud.”
He said that the overall success of
the event went well beyond his
expectations.
Members of the Pipe and Drums
Band, the National Honor Society, who
served as ushers, the FroshSophomore and Junior-Senior
Choruses, and the Liturgy Committee
had left school earlier than the rest of
the student body to travel to the
Cathedral in five school buses in order
set up for the mass.
All but 17 Molloy students signed up
to attend the mass. Those who stayed
behind at school watched movies in
the theater with Mr. John Mecca.
The Mass was said by Molloy alum
Fr. Frank Shannon and lasted until
about 11:30 a.m.
Senior Lais Santos, who was the first
student to speak from the altar,
welcomed everyone to the Cathedral.
Junior Kisha Laurent delivered the
First Reading and junior Christina
Damore read the Responsorial Psalm.
Senior Thomas Boggiano recited the
Prayer of the Faithful.

Gift Bearers were James Bello,
Kirklyn Escondo, Geoffrey Laurel,
Julienne Martin, and Sebastian Velez.
The Candle Bearers were Justin
Bonilla, Melissa Hurtado, Benedict
Joson, and Christa Ciuffo.
The Altar Servers were Stephen
Bradley, Joseph Dagandan, Dana
Giuntini, Kathleen McCague, and
Jonathan Rodriguez.
However, Molloy’s Eucharistic
Ministers, Alexis Burgos, Faith Conlon,
Zachery Gitto, Heather Laurenzano,
Andrew Pignataro, weren’t able to
distribute Holy Communion because
enough priest were there to do the job.
Bro. Roy said, “The main purpose of
the mass was to gather together to
celebrate and give thanks as a whole
for the school’s past, present, and
future.”
Most students were very impressed
with how well the Mass went and
credited the success to those involved
behind the scenes.
Plans for the celebration were set
into motion last May and Bro. Roy said
it was, “relatively easy thanks to the
Alumni Development Office.”
Bro. Roy gave a lot of credit as well
to MTA officials and the New York
Police Dept. for all the help they offered
in getting Stanners to the Cathedral.
Brother Roy felt it was appropriate
to have the 50th Anniversary
celebratory mass at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral because the roots of
Archbishop Molloy are planted on the
Upper East Side of Manhattan where
the school began as St. Ann’s Academy.
After the Mass was over, students
who had parential permission were
dismissed from the steps of the
Cathedral and left to their own devices
to explore the city. Others students
took the subway back to their home

stop with faculty supervisors or took a
bus back to school.
Most students who stayed in the city
went out to eat with friends, went
shopping, visited museums, or hung out
in Central Park.
The Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls
Basketball teams, for example, had an
outing at the Hard Rock Cafe in Times
Square.
Bro. Roy encouraged Stanners to
take this opportunity to do things in
Manhattan after the mass.
“It’s a once in a lifetime experience,”
he said.
Excitement about the mass had been
building throughout the halls of Stanner
High, especially among students who
were given permission to be dismissed
in the city rather than having to return
Please turn to page 3

Kisha Laurent, above delivered
the first reading at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. Mary Kate Schwerdt,
Casey Schneller, Gaby Scalzo,
Dylan Pleva, and Julie O’Lansen
enjoyed the ride on “The Stanner
Express.” (Photos by Mr. Tom
Harrison)

Cafeteria needs to make less change
When the cafeteria was renovated for
the start of the 2006-07 school year, it
came with a new company to run it, a
new layout, and many much needed
amenities.
However, this year a slight problem
has sprung up, as an increase in the
price of certain items has resulted in
Stanners ending up with a fistful of coins.
While a five percent increase in overall
cafeteria prices is nothing for students
to complain about, the problem is that
the new pricing scheme, which has
resulted in a bottle of water costing
$1.05, is incredibly tedious because
leaves Stanners with 95 cents worth of
loose change.
Junior Lauren Virone said, “I never
use the change that I get from the
cafeteria because it is always some
weird amount.”
Loose change is a particular
annoyance for guys because their
wallets don’t have a place for change;
so boys either put the change in a place
where it tends to be forgotten or lost or
put it in their pockets and walk around
school sounding like they robbed a
gumball machine.
One look under the cafeteria tables
after lunch or down the hallways after
school shows how much loose change
Stanners lose every day.
The price change that draws the most
complaints is that of bottled water,
which was raised five cents from last
year’s price of $1.
It is understandable that CulinArt, the
company which runs the cafeteria,
needs to raise prices each year to

continue to make money but tacking on
an extra nickel to bottled water is
ridiculous.
CulinArt could raise their prices in a
way that wouldn’t negatively affect
students.
CulinArt could remove the five-cent
increase from bottled water and
increase another item by five cents to
make buying both items more
convenient for customers.

A rumor has been drifting around
Molloy recently which has caused an
enthusiastic reaction in every Stanner
who has heard it.
Since the retirement of Assistant
Principal for Students Mr. James
Lembo, speculation has arisen that his
replacement, Mr. Ken Auer, would
change some of the rules in the Student
Handbook for the 2008-09 school
year.
Sadly, Mr. Auer said these rumors are
untrue and no rule changes are planned.

Yet some of the rules, such as the one
that bans wearing jean jackets to
school, seem outdated to many
students and aren’t being strictly
enforced.
Mr. Auer said some dress code rules,
such as the no jean jacket rule, were
meant to promote a professional
atmosphere in Molloy.
Other students object to the rule that
bans wearing boots to school.
Mr. Auer said students aren’t allowed
to wear boots in the school for safety

Photo by Benedict Joson
It would make things much more
practical, for example, to add five more
cents to the $4.95 special meal and
charge $5 to compensate for reducing
the price of bottled water to $1.
Because there are more bottles of
water sold than meal specials, a five
cent increase could be applied to as
many items as necessary to balance the
loss of five cents from the bottled water.
Junior Regine Marquez said, “I’d be

open to that because it would make the
[cashier] lines go faster without really
affecting anyone.”
The long lines that plague the cafeteria
would move faster if more prices were
rounded to the nearest dollar.
Too many students waste too much
time of their brief, 30-minute lunch
periods waiting on line.
If the cashiers had less change to deal
with, the lines would move faster.
CulinArt was asked if it would be
open to the idea of rounding food prices
up and down to make life easier for its
customers and it said that its pricing
works well because most people buy
multiple items so excessive change isn’t
a problem for most students.
The company also said that if
Stanenrs wanted lines to go faster, more
Stanners should use the meal card
system.
Yet for students who bring their own
lunch, using the meal card system isn’t
worth the trouble, especially when they
have to put a minimum of $100 on the
card if they buy one.
CulinArt also claimed that its bottled
water price is a better deal than the
“street price” of bottled water, which
CulinArt claimed is $1.25-$1.50.
This is simply untrue.
Any Stanner who walks across the
street to a local store knows the price
for the same sized bottle of water as
CulinArt sells is $1.
CulinArt should do more to serve its
customers and fixing its price structure
would be a good way to start.

—James Hartigan ’09

Handbook must update rules

reasons but that on snowy or rainy days, Stanners don’t run with whatever
students are allowed to wear boots to freedom they’re given by trying to wear
school but then must exchange them for boots every day.
dress shoes in the cafeteria. Most Yet not having the rules clearly stated
students, however, are unaware of that in the Student Handbook leads to
exception to the rule and the wording confusion and arbitrary enforcement.
of the rule in the Student Handbook
Changing some of the outmoded
doesn’t indicate that there is an dress code rules and making the
exception to the no boots rule.
exception to any rule clear in the
Some of the ever-watchful TA’s don’t Student Handbook would be more
seem to know that there is an exception than welcome.
to the no boot rule, as they insist that
Molloy students can be trusted with
students change their footwear in the a little more freedom and it would create
parking lot before coming into school. a positive change in Stanners’ school
Mr. Auer said that the exception to spirit and overall happiness.
the no boots rule was purposely left out
—Jennifer Mongiat ‘10
The Stanner aims for the highest level of the Student Handbook to make sure
of accuracy in its stories. If you noticed
an error or have a concern about a
story, please send an email to
Moderator Mr. Charley McKenna at:
Volume 51, Number 8
thestanner@molloyhs.org.
Please note the following corrections Editor-in-Chief:
Melanie Dostis
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In the Molloy Blood Drive story, the Layout Editor:
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incorrect. The correct number is four.
Technical Supervisor:
Mr. Tom Harrison
The name of “Guys & Dolls” cast Stanner Moderator:
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Corrections:
Wanted:
Letters to the
Editor
The Stanner welcomes all letters to
the editor from students, faculty, alumni
and staff that respond to any of the
articles published in previous issues.
Send your letters to The Stanner via
email at: thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves all rights to
edit all letters to conform to space
capacity and paper policy. Thank you
for your involvement and we look
forward to your input.
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New lab, classrooms set for next year
the loss of the Computer Lab in order
to have a better Chemistry Lab.
“I had chemistry last year and nothing
about the lab restricted me from
learning and performing experiments,”
said junior Anthony Chan.
Junior Anthony Cagliano objected to
the school, “taking away the Computer
Lab. What’s wrong with the Chem
Lab? One of our school’s selling points
is that we have a Computer Lab.”
However, junior Nicholas Chan was
more optimistic about the change.
“No one can predict what results will
be brought about by such a shift,” he
said. “Yet I have great faith and
confidence in the school departments
and their chairmen, who must have given
this revolutionary idea their utmost
thought. They have made the best
choices for the school in the past and
will continue to do so in the future.”
Molloy’s administration decided that Sophomores will experiment in the Chem Lab for the last time in Room
it was better to get rid of the Computer 329. Next year the lab moves to Room 340. (Photo by Ben Joson)
Lab rather than to go through the long cannot be done,” Mr. Sherry said.
the Chem Lab into two new classrooms
and expensive process of refurbishing
The computers in Room 340 will be is not finished over the summer, it is
it.
replaced by a class-size worth of unlikely that they will be put into use
“Economics dictates what can and updated laptop computers that can be until the 2009-2010 school year.
moved on carts from one classroom to Other changes in the building Stanners
can expect to see when they return in
another for use by students.
This will prevent students from having September include:
to spend valuable class time walking * A new wireless Internet connection
from their classrooms to the Computer throughout the building will allow
students to use laptop computers in
Lab.
The computers in Room 342 will every classroom.
* Smartboards will be installed in
remain in place to be used for the ninth
grade Computer Applications course. every classroom and every teacher will
The old Chemistry Lab in Room 329 receive his or her own laptop.
These upgrades are expected to cost
will not be dismantled until the new lab
is completely operational so as not to more than $300,000.
Nicholas Chan praised the fact that
hinder sophomore and senior lab work.
When the old lab is dismantled, it will Molloy students will be able to access
be divided in half and become Rooms the internet wherever they are in school
329 and 331. These two new via a wireless network connection next
classrooms will allow more flexibility in year.
“Acess to this technology which we
scheduling classes and perhaps reduce
congestion in the hallways during the embrace so dearly will ultimately
Next year, the Computer Lab in Room 340 will no longer be a place change of classes.
encourage and make more efficient the
where Stanners can hang out after school. (Photo by Allie Reisch)
However, if the process of converting process of academic research,” he said.
By Jonathan Mangar ‘09
The Chemistry Lab has been in
Room 329 since Molloy opened in
1957 so the science dept. faculty and
administration think it’s time for a muchneeded change.
“In order to continue to offer college
level science courses, it’s necessary to
have a lab that can handle the intense
level of training for our students,” said
Molloy President Mr. John Sherry.
The location of the new lab will be in
Room 340, currently the home of the
“sign-out” Computer Lab where many
Stanners gather to do schoolwork and
surf the Internet after classes.
Students who want to work on a
computer after school or during a free
period next year will have to do so in
the Library, where 25 new laptop
computers will be installed to provide
a place for students to do what was
previously done in the Computer Lab.
However, unlike the Computer Lab,
the rules of silence in the Library will
prevail after school for students working
on those computers.
Some Stanners are not pleased with

The Stanner wins 2 Newsday prizes
Senior Daniel Girdusky and frosh
Carolina Ortiz and Maya Suarez
were three members of The Stanner
staff to receive Newsday School
Journalism Awards in the Long
Island newspaper’s 2008 School
Journalism Contest.
Girdusky won second place in the
High School New Writing
Competition for his story “Change
in Thanksgiving Tradition Ticks Off

Alums” in the December 2007 issue.
Ortiz and Suarez won third place in
the High School Feature Writing
Competition for their story “Stanners
Stake Out Turf in Cafe” in the
November 2007 issue.
This was the first year that The
Stanner entered the Newsday contest
which is open to all public and private
school student newspapers in Queens,
Nassau and Suffolk Counties.

Stanners enjoy subway ride
to St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Continued from page 1
to school after the mass.
Junior Shannon Lavelle said a few
days before the mass, “I might actually
do my hair that day. It’s that big of a
deal.”
Junior Christie Ruggierie hoped that

because of the special train and police
escort, there’s was a possibility for local
news coverage.
“If they’re giving us our own train and
shutting down streets of Manhattan just
for us, we’re bound to be on TV,” she
said.

Three winners in Video Game Tournament
The sophomore team of Michael
Smith and Michael Camacchio and
frosh John Peniera were the winners
of the first Molloy Video Game
Tournament sponsored by the
Science Fiction and Fantasy Club on
April 9.
Smith and Camacchio won the
Xbox 360 game “Call of Duty 4.”
Peniera won the Wii game “Super
Smash Brothers’ Brawl” and junior

Matt Leonen finished second.
Eighty-two students paid $3 each
to compete in the tournament.
The tournament, which offered cash
prizes and served pizza to all
competitors, raised money to support
Molloy volunteers who will work at
Lourdes in France and Peru this
summer.
“Next year we hope to do another
one,” said Mr. Chris Dougherty.

Students prepare to board “The Stanner Express” under the watchful
eye of the law. (Photo by Mr. Tom Harrison)

‘Guys & Dolls’ leaves ‘em laughing
By David Kane ’10
The Stanner Players’ 30-member cast
performed their spring musical “Guys
and Dolls” in the Jack Curran Gym from
April 10 through April 13 drawing
audiences totally more than 600
people.
Juniors Claudia Goncalves and Cailin
Chang, who both played starring roles,
thought the audiences were great and
loved all of the performances.
“The audience would laugh at things
that weren’t even funny!” said
Goncalves.
From this reviewer’s perspective, the
Stanners Players put on a very good
show. The entire cast was quite comical,
and a few stood out as great singers.
While the Sunday matinee
performance started out a little rough,
as the show progressed, it began to feel

Junior Cailin Chang
(Photo by Emily Balkan)

more seamless and the chemistry
between cast members was excellent.
“Guys and Dolls” is set in 1930’s
New York where the characters are the
gamblers, performers and street people
who inhabited Times Square are during
the Great Depression.
While the story revolves around
undercover gambling schemes, at its
heart it’s a love story whose theme is
trusting that love will get you through
the day.
The musical was directed by Mr.
Kevin Schwab, with Mr. Richard
Louis-Pierre as Musical Director, Erin
Brady as Stage Manager and Joann
Syrek as the Assistant Director and
Spotlight Operator.
The lead roles were all played by
juniors: Connor Hubbard as Sky
Masterson, Goncalves as Sgt. Sarah
Brown, Jose Luis Rodriguez as Nathan
Detroit, and Chang as Miss Adelaide.
Hubbard, who played the lead in the
Stanner Players’ 2007 musical, “Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat,” once again earned a
starring role with his great singing ability.
“Connor Hubbard came out of last
year’s musical as a young, fresh-faced
Joseph and had to develop very
different traits to play the suave Sky

Masterson,” said Mr. Schwab. “That
transformation was fun to watch.”
Chang, who’s acted in four Molloy
productions, was also challenged by the
role of showgirl Adelaide, Nathan
Detroit’s financee of 14 years.
“She had to take on a character very
different from herself,” Mr. Schwab
said, “but that’s what acting is all
about!”
Mr. Schwab said senior Ryan
Mayorga, making his Molloy stage
debut, and junior Niccolo Pizzaro, who
played Benny Southstreet and Nicely
Nicely Johnson respectively, were
among the standout performers as well.
Casting for “Guys & Dolls” started in
January, and from there, the cast met
three times a week to rehearse from
3:30 to 6 p.m.
As the show’s opening night grew
nearer, rehearsals often ran until 7 p.m.
until the last week of rehearsals, the
notorious “Hell Week,” when most
practices ran until 10 p.m.
“That’s the price you pay to put on a
good show,” said Mr. Schwab. “It’s not
called ‘Hell Week’ for no reason!”
For the second year in a row The
Stanner Players’ spring musical was
presented in the Jack Curran Gym,
whose stage is scheduled to undergo

renovations as part of Molloy’s capital
improvement plan.
While Chang felt that using the gym
made scheduling difficult due to it being
“an all-purpose gym,” Goncalves said
using it made things easier.
Unlike the Molloy Theater’s stage,
the gym stage had, “both a backstage
and an under stage,” said Goncalves.
All cast members interviewed said the
Friday and Saturday night
performances were their best. Chang
said the cast got better after every
performance because, “you learn from
your mistakes.”
Goncalves said she enjoyed playing
her role as the cynical Salvation Army
Sgt. Sarah Brown, who ends up falling
in love with Sky Masterson in the end.
Next year, in addition to producing
two more shows, Mr. Schwab said he
hoped to be able to hold more
consistent meetings of the Molloy
Drama Club on Fridays in the theatre
where interested students could work
on their acting skills.
This reviewer would recommend any
student interested in acting to audition
for next year’s shows and, for those
less theatrically inclined, to at least go
see a performance.
It’ll definitely be worth it!

International Day is sweetened up
By Liz Fabro ’10
International Day is going to be a lot
sweeter this year!
The 2008 International Day on
Sunday April, 20 from 2 to 4 p.m. wase
slightly different from previous years in
that only desserts were served instead
of the full course meals of appetizers,
entrees, and desserts from nations
around the world as in the past.
Ms. Kathy Loughran, moderator of
the Student Council and organizer of
this year’s International Day, said that
since Molloy is no longer in charge of
the cafeteria’s kitchen, the International
Day committee can not use it as it had
in the past.
Therefore, it would be impossible to
keep the food warm if Molloy tried to
continue its tradition of serving full
course meals.
“There will be no other food this year
due to legal reasons with CulinArt,” said
Ms. Loughran. “We are not allowed to
use the kitchen.”
This change in menu was not good
news, said Student Council Vice
President Andre Amorim.
“People already don’t like that only
desserts are being given out,” said
Amorim, a junor.
But Student Council President
Megan Moravek didn’t think it will ruin
the enjoyment of International Day.
“The only real loss is the Italian
food,” said Moravak, a junior.
Serving only desserts also meant that
the cost of the tickets will be lower, only
$5 in advance with a Molloy student

ID and $7 at the door.
The deserts were served in the
cafeteria while performances go on in
the Jack Curran Gym.
Because only desserts were served,
there was more emphasis on the
performances by Molloy’s Ethnic Clubs
as guests watched the clubs perform,
then ate during intermission before
returning to the gym for the rest of the
day’s events.
Mrs. Dorothy DeNoto’s Indian Club,
Mrs. Maria Hernandez’s Spanish Club,
Mr. Matt Kilkelly’s Asian Club, Mrs.
Anne Lonergan’s Step Teams, Mr. Ed
Cameron’s Pipes and Drums Band, and
Irish step dancers were on stage along
with two students playing individual
instruments.
Moravek, who has been working for
International Day for the past three
years, said that the Student Council’s
goal for International Day is to boost
Stanners’ morale and to get more
people involved in Stanner activities.
Ms. Loughran hoped the new format
would be a success and fun for all.
The following was the lineup of
performers for International Day:
Masters of Ceremonies: Travis Kessel
and Louis Lamia
Pipe & Drums: Marissa Castoro,
Anthony Chan, Andrew Christ, Joe Dionisi,
Brittany Dombrowski, Brendan Erskine,
Daniel Erskine, Rosie Garland, Brian
Gribbon, Sean Hickey, Travis Kessel, Elise
Lontos, Brian Logar, Kevin Logar, Victoria
Lowe, Kathleen Madden, Adam Maldonado,
John Maldonado, Sean Towey, Zullay
Yepes.
Tinikling (Filipino Stick Dance): John D.

Acevedo, Ed Bautista, James Bello, Alexis
Burgos, Theresa Cervantes, Mark A.
Enriquez, Andrea Ilagan, Karkrick Mariano,
Elyssa Noblesala, Stephanie Payawal,
Herwyn Silva, Valerie Villanueva.
Chinese Fandance: Meliza Acoba, Jasmine
Cervantes, Catherine Esmilla, Kristine
Garcia, Katherine Johnson, Katrine Mariano,
Regine Marquez.
Asian-American Modern Dance: Justine
Bello, John Cruz, Daphne Liu, Karlrick
Mariano, Elyssa Noblesala, Christian
Ventura.
Indian Dance Medley: Amanda Angad,
Samantha Bhalak, Melissa Bhikham,
Melissa Buchan, Melissa Budhoo, Fareeda
Bullert, Prescilla Dhuman, Nabeela Hanif,
Naaila Hassan, Sabrina Jailall, Rabeena
Khan, Kamelia Kilawan, Malika Langaigne,
Rachana Parekh, Priyanka Shaam, Maya
Shah, Alyssa Shahzaman, Cynthia Singh,
Vimla Warslie.
Bachata: Joseph Becerra, Manuel
Cordero, Yamile Martinez, Lisbeth Reyes,
Priscella Rivas, Ricardo Rivera, Jose L.
Rodrigues, Natalie Sarmiento, Christopher
Shepard, Ruth Villagra.
Merengue: Joseph Becerra, Aylson

Cadena, Yohanny Caraballo, Juliana Caro,
Ivan Collado, Manuel Cordero, Melanie
Duran, Daniel Galabya, Claudia Goncalves,
Melissa Pavas, Ricardo Rivera, Jose L.
Rodriguez, Christopher Shepard, Ruth
Villagra.
Salsa: Joseph Becerra, Daniel Galabya,
Yamile Martinez, Priscella Rivas, Ricardo
Rivera, Jose L. Rodriguez, Natalie Sarmiento,
Jennifer Villamar.
Irish Step Dance: Erica Doyle, Jillian
Gorgan, Kristen Lasak, Alana McCoy.
Boys Step Team: Andrew Castillo, Vordon
Encarnacion, Pierre Neptune, Muller PierreLouis, Neil Santiago, Gavin Spence, Herwyn
Silva, Christian Ventura, Kris Wilson.
Girls Step Team: Meliza Acoba, Nicole
Ambrose, Alexandra Brown, Amanda
Carrasquillo, Cailin Chang, Ndome Essoka,
Stefanie Fernandez, Janice Isidro, Malika
Langaigne, Claire Mahon, Aliyah
Muhammad, Sheina Theodore, Valerie
Villanueva, Jasmine Williams, Brandi
Wilson.
Step Club: Eric Doncean, Justin Leong,
Mavrick James, Donald Singh, Eric Vispo.
The Tablas: Saahil Trivedi.
Indian Guitar: Rocco Astore.

Just desserts, such as those served above in the 2007 International
Day, were served in the Molloy cafeteria at this year’s event. (Photo
by Christina Loccisano)

Stanners’ European vacations

Stanners pose outside a palace in Vienna, Austria during their trip through central Europe during Easter vacation. (Photo by Kerstin Boehn)
By Allie Reisch ‘09
During Easter vacation 53 Molloy
students in two different groups
ventured across the Atlantic Ocean to
tour Europe.
One group traveled through Great
Britian while the other group traipsed
through Central Europe.
Mr. Jim Sheldon along with Mr. Brian
Kelly, Mrs. Maureen Kelly, and Mrs.
Rose Pomerico led 24 Stanners through
Great Britain, leaving Molloy on March
19 and returning home March 27.
The group spent two nights in
Edinburgh, one night in York, one night
in the Stratford-on-Avon area, and
three nights in London. Among the many
things the group got to do and enjoy
were visiting the Globe Theater and
Tower of London, taking a guided

walking tour of London called “In the
Footsteps of Jack the Ripper,” and
seeing the musical “Chicago,” in a West
End theater.
Mr. Sheldon said, “the biggest
highlight was when we saw the Queen
and her husband, and Prince Charles
and his wife, Camilla, and the French
president and his wife in a huge
procession.”
Mr. Sheldon said another highlight
was taking some boys to take pictures
with the stone-faced, red-uniformed
soldiers standing guard outside palaces.
Mr. Sheldon said the trip went
smoothly overall except, “we lost some
luggage the first day and we almost
missed our connecting flight.”
Junior Val Sarantaro said, “The entire
trip was a lot of fun. My favorite part

of the trip was spending a week with
people you don’t normally hang out
with. When you are removed from the
Molloy setting you can learn things
about people that you never knew
before and make some new friends.”
Sarnataro said that she would highly
recommend going on a European trip
because it is such a great experience.
Sophomore Camille Dwyer also had
an amazing experience and said she was
surprised at how in London, “the tube
is so clean, fast and noiseless compared
to the New York subway.”
While Mr. Sheldon’s group was
spending time in Scotland and England,
Mrs. Kasey DiPasquale and her
husband Mr. Jian DiPasquale and Ms.
Liz Murducca and her husband Mr.
David Gise were leading a group of 29

Molloy students through Central
Europe.
The group left New York City on
March 19 and ventured through cities
such as Vienna in Austria, Munich in
Germany, Prague in the Czech Republic
and Bratislava in Slovakia before
returning home March 28.
Mrs. DiPasquale and junior
Stephanie Kotnik agreed that their
favorite part of the trip was Prague
because the city was so beautiful.
Junior Jonathan Mangar said he,
“enjoyed walking around the pedestrian
centers of each city and stopping for
souvenirs with my friends.”
He was quite surprised to find that
“the churches in Europe do not have
music. We went to church in Budapest
for Easter and we almost fell asleep.”

54 juniors top Principal’s List
Fifty-four juniors earned a place on
the Principal’s List for the third marking
period, the largest number of students
from a single class to make the List in
school history.
The junior class has dominated the
Principal’s List all year, contributing the
most members in both the first marking
period (26) and the second (32).
Twenty-one juniors have qualified for
the List for all three marking periods.
The frosh class contributed the
second most students (23) to the List,
with 10 making it for the third time.
Twenty-two sophomores made the
List, seven for the third time.
Seniors had just 11; seven for the
third time.
Frosh: Dylan Cepeda; Jennifer

DeMaria; Amanda Dhaneshwar*;
Melissa Evelyn; Gina Galizia; Kanad
Ghosh*; Amanda Gonzalez; Lance
Hipolito*; Navdep Kaur*; Sundeep
Kaur; Judy Li; David Lozada*;
Christina Lucci; Kyle Mele; Derek
Netto; Carolina Ortiz*; Steven Paciga;
Dhandevi Persand*; Mark Puglia; Mary
Rooney*; Robert Thomas*; Nader
Yamout; Karen Zhou*.
Sophomores: Paul Bakoyiannis;
Michael Carraher; Katrina Colletti*;
Camille Dwyer*; Frank Gentile; Sabina
Grech; Brianna Hines; Christopher
Hwu; Augustin Joseph*; Peter
Kramer*; Louis Lamia; Jeffy Mathew;
Brent McDonnell*; Natalie Olszewski;
Patryk Perkowski; Grace Perrotta;
Shakti Ramsamooj; Florian Santos;

Olivia Sell; Andy Singh*; Gary Ye*;
Javed Yunus.
Juniors: Reena Abraham; Melissa
Alke; Emily Balkan; Michelle Bravo;
Kaitlin Carr; Alexandra Carreno;
Marissa Castoro; Nicholas Chan*;
Jeanna Dalvano; Cody DeMarco;
Valentina DiGangi; Angela Dumlao*;
Michelle Eichorst*; Chelsea Emrit;
Jenna Goldbach; Claudia Goncalves;
Elizabeth Hardy; Naaila Hassan;
Christopher Hernandez; Meg Celine
Hernandez; Kyle Hounsell; Jade
Johnson; Christopher Kabelac;
Julianne Keyes*; Yo Han Kim*;
Christopher Kosiewska*; Stephanie
Kotnik*; Paul Kozlowski*; Kristen
Lasak*; Carol Leong*; Christina
Loccisano; Jonathan Mangar*;

Danielle Manzella; Katrinne Mariano;
Steven Masillo; Bobby Montoni;
Catherine
Morreale*; Mary
Napolitano*; Angela Nolan; Charles
Paszkowski*; Jaimie Patel*; Arthur
Peltz; Cody Piotrowski*; Peter Plaza*;
Adriana Rannazzisi*; Allison Reisch;
Lais Santos; Dorota Sawicki*;
Kimberley Seoane*; Laura Sonnylal;
Emily Tansey; Genesis Tejada; Audrey
Tung*; Daniel Waters.
Seniors: Melissa Chien; Laura
Fontanills*; Jenny Kochupurackal*;
Marcella Kocolatos*; Dorina Lleshi*;
Stephen Maniscalco*; Vanessa
Meyerhoefer; Jennifer O’Neil; Ahana
Sen*; Beth Terranova; Sebastian
Velez*.
* third time on the List

Band plays a ‘Titanic’ Spring Concert
By Alex Lamburini ’11
The Molloy Band’s annual Spring
Concert at 7:30 p.m. on April 17 in the
Jack Curran Gym, unlike some past
concerts, was not based around a
specific theme but instead featured a
mix of musical compositions, many of
which the band has never played before,
said Director Mr. Greg Leonardo.
Some of the new musical pieces
were from the movie “Titanic,” “Irish
Tune from County Derry,” and “The
Overture from Star Wars Episode III Revenge of the Sith.”
The Band also played as its finale
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture,” a
piece which returns to the band’s
repertoire every four years.
Mr. Leonardo chose these pieces
because he believed the band members

would enjoy playing them as well as
listening to them.
These titles were also chosen due to
the fact that Mr. Leonardo believes they
provide a good variety for education
purposes. The band practiced almost
every day at 7:15 a.m. in the weeks
leading up to the concert.
“The band has put in a lot of time,”
said Mr. Leonardo.
The Frosh-Sophomore Chorus, also
under the direction of Mr. Leonardo,
was also featured at this year’s concert,
performing songs such as “Gloria” by
Mozart, “California Dreamin’,”
“Baseball Fever,” and “All Aboard!
Santa Fe.”
Frosh and sophomore were able to
enjoy a preview of the concert during
two morning assemblies on April 16.

Sophomore Annamaria Smeraldi, center, and the Frosh-Sophomore
Chorus performed at St. Patrick’s Cathedral earlier this month before
singing in the Spring Concert. (Photo by Mr. Tom Harrison)

Chorus sings the songs of Broadway
was more fun because there was more
variety,” Alcove said.
From the musical “Oliver,” the chorus
performed “Where Is Love?” “Who
Will Buy?” “Consider Yourself” and
“Oom-pah-pah.”
“Oom-pah-pah” included four senior
incidental soloists Lily Schaumberg,
Brianne Rosa, Angela Cerbone, and
Nicole Forte.
“I liked the arrangement of the music

By Melanie Dostis ’10
If you passed by Room 305 after
school earlier this month, you probably
heard the juniors and seniors singing
Broadway show tunes around Mr. Jim
Sheehan at his piano.
Ten seconds later, you might have
found yourself humming one of those
tunes as you walked down the hallway.
Those students were the JuniorSenior Chorus and on April 17 at 7:30
p.m. in the Jack Curran Gym they
performed their annual Spring Concert
after first performing at the frosh and
sophomore assemblies on April 16.
Junior-Senior Chorus Director Mr.
Sheehan said a few days before the
show, “Rehearsals are going great.”
But due to the Presidents Week and
Easter vacations and preparations for
the 50th Anniversary Mass at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, Mr. Sheehan said
the chorus didn’t have as much time to
prepare as he would have liked.
Senior and alto soloist Evelyn Alcove
said, “We missed days due to the
vacations, so most of us came in during
free periods [to prepare].”
But because the Spring Concert gives
the chorus more freedom to perform
different types of music than the
Christmas Concert does, “this concert

“Medley,” were all performed from the
Broadway musical “Jersey Boys.”
“Medley,” created by the chorus, will
be its signature piece in the show.
Senior soprano soloist Laura
Fontanills said, “The songs from
‘Oliver’ were the hardest [to learn]
since we just started doing them this
year. For the past three years we had
done ‘Rent.’”
Soloists came after school for
practice with Mr. Sheehan but there
were fewer soloists for this concert than
for the annual Christmas concert.
From the Broadway musical “Pipin,”
Fontanills performed “Corner in the
Sky” and senior Beth Terranova
performed “Extraordinary.”
Senior soloist Caitlin Winkler
performed “As Long as He Needs Me”
from “Oliver.”
Senior Sophia Oluwole sang “Hello
Young Lovers” and Alcove sang “We
Kiss in a Shadow” both from the
Broadway show “The King and I.”
Senior Alyson Cadena sang the title
song from the Broadway show
“Anything Goes.”
Senior alto Karen Fuertez, Alcove
Mr. James Sheehan, here at St. Patrick’s Cathedral at Molloy’s 50th and Fontanills said of their rehearsals,
Anniversary Mass, put together a Broadway-themed Spring Concert “We’re awesome-tastic!”
for the Junior-Senior Chorus. (Photo by Mr. Tom Harrison)

By Tara Gildea ’09
Due to scheduling conflicts with the
Jack Curran Gym, Molloy’s third annual
Spirit Week, sponsored by Student
Council, for the first time will be split
up and last only four days.
Spirit Week, which in the past has
run Monday through Friday, had to start
on Friday April 18 and will run through
Wednesday April 23 due the the fact
that Career Day (April 15), Spring
Concert Assemblies (April 16), the
Spring Concert (April 17) and
Academic Awards Night (April 24)
prevented the Student Council from
using the gym for more than four days.

Student Council President Megan
Moravek didn’t think breaking up
Spirit Week would lead to a dwindling
amount of school spirit because
Stanners don’t have much to begin with.
“I don’t think there will be less school
spirit due to splitting up the week,” said
Moravek, a junior.
“Students here are too pedantic; they
are more concerned about getting good
grades than keeping up their school
spirit. They complain we don’t offer
enough events. But when we have them,
they don’t attend. It’s very frustrating,
she said”
Vice President Andre Amorim, a

from ‘Oliver.’ It was very do-able for
the choir,” Mr. Sheehan said.
The Chorus performed songs from
“Jersey Boys” last year and liked doing
it so much that Mr. Sheehan decided
to keep those songs in the show this
year.
“Let’s Hang On,” “Stay,” “You’re
Just Too Good to Be True,” “Working
My Way Back to You,” “O, What a
Night,” “Who Loves You?” and

Stanners split on Spirit Week
junior, agreed with Moravek about
Molloy’s lack of school spirit but hoped
students would get more involved this
year and, as a result, get a better sense
of what Molloy is all about.
Spirit Week kicked off with an
International Day Pre-Show on April
18, when Stanners got a free preview
of the entertainment to be presented at
International Day on Sunday April 20.
Spirit Week continued on Monday
April 14 with a new event, Karaoke,
which was proposed by members of
the National Honor Society.
Dress Down Days were scheduled
for April 22 and 23 and coincided with

Flag games played in the Jack Curran
Gym.
On April 22, students were allowed
to casually dress in the colors of their
ethnic heritage.
On April 23, students can casually
dress in the Molloy school colors of blue
and white.
For the duration of Spirit Week,
students will hear the morning prayer
said in five different languages during
homeroom period.
Student Council chose Spanish,
Italian and French — because these
languages are taught at Molloy — plus
Mandarin or Cantonese and Polish.

Ask Kisha
Junior Kisha Laurent answers
questions from Stanners about life
at Archbishop Molloy High School
Q: My friends are all atheists or agnostics and are constantly making
fun of my faith in God and the Catholic Church. Should I argue with
them to defend my faith, or just let it go?
Sophomore Erin B.
A: It is difficult to be mocked by your friends, especially when it concerns
something as sensitive as one’s religious faith. The way you respond depends
on the circumstances.
Molloy Religion Dept. Chairperson Mr. Frank Gambino’s advice is: “First,
make sure your friends are not just joking. Your friends may have questions
about your faith and may be disguising it in the form of a joke. You may end up
having a philosophical discussion with your friends if they are really interested.
But if your friends are making fun of your faith just to be mean, then what kind
of friends are they to begin with? If your friends are just joking, tell them you
don’t like it much and if they are just being crude then they are not real friends.”
Religion teacher Mr. Lou Barbara said, “If you believe in your faith, then
defend it. But do not disrespect your friends’ beliefs. Explain what you believe
and why you believe in it. It may not change your friends’ minds, but if you’re
confident in your religion, your friends will listen.”
I think your friends are just joking and don’t seem to realize they are being
disrespectful to your faith. You should warn your friends and tell them that the
jokes are going too far and if they are true friends, they will listen and stop. If
they don’t understand something about your faith, you should explain it so they
could understand you but do not argue. I don’t belive your friends are bad
people but if they still continue teasing you after you warned them, then they are
not real friends. Trust in yourself and do what you believe is right.
Q: I don’t always eat lunch because I don’t always have money to pay
for lunch. Is not eating lunch every day bad for my health?
Junior Anthony B.
A: Molloy’s school nurse Mrs. Kathy Forgione, R.N., said, “Everyone needs
to eat three to five meals a day. If you had a big breakfast and you are planning
to eat right after school, your health will not be affected if you skip lunch. But if
you are not eating lunch and skipping other meals too, that is not healthy. Your
body is like a car. A car needs fuel to run and you need nutrients to work.”
Health teacher Mr. Jim Sheldon said, “Skipping a meal is not a good idea.
But it will not hurt your health at the beginning. Skipping lunch will cause you to
over eat later. If you skip meals, your body will learn to store fat to make up for
it. So the long term effects of skipping meals are obesity issues.”
Stanners said there really is no reason not to eat something at lunch even if
you are short on cash and can’t afford to buy it.
“You should bring your lunch from home,” said Junior Travis Kessel. “I think
you should bring a snack from home like an energy bar to keep you working,
because the school day can be draining.”
Q: My parents want me to be a doctor. Truthfully, I want to be an
actress and live in the world of entertainment. What do I do? This could
really affect my plans for college.
Junior Kim. S
A: It’s very difficult picking between doing what your parents think is right for
you and doing what makes you happy.
Mr. Ted McGuinness, a guidance counselor and part-time actor, said, “Prepare
for both careers. Find out what the requirements are in college for both. You
can study drama and take pre-med classes as your backup. Work hard at both
until you make a decision about which to pursue after college. Make sure you
have no regrets and pick what will make you happy.”
Molloy’s Drama Club Director Mr. Kevin Schwab said when he went to
Molloy, “I wanted to be an actor but my parents wanted me to have a more
stable job. So I took a double major of English and Drama in college.”
Mr. Schwa, who also acts part-time, b said being a full-time actor is difficult
because, “sometimes you may audition for a role and not get it. So my major in
English helped me get jobs in journalism and as an English teacher.”
Mr. Schwab said, “You have to have a difficult conversation with your parents
by telling them that you must live your own life and do what you think will make
you happy. You and your parents should come up with a compromise solution
so you can both understand what the other desires.”
Because you are a junior and college is right around the corner, you need talk
to your parents now about wanting to become an actress, as Mr. Schwab
suggests. Your parents love you and only want what’s best for you. While it is
easy to say that you should do what will make you happy, becoming an actress
is not easy. So you should always have a plan B.
Do you have a question about Molloy for Kisha Laurent? Email it to
TheStanner@Molloyhs.org. Please include your name and grade level.

Three new occupations
added to Career Day
By Angela Cerbone ’08
Juniors and seniors learned about 28
different professions from over 40
alumni and faculty on Tuesday April 15
as part of Archbishop Molloy’s fourth
annual Career Day.
Students were able to attend short
presentations by a guest speaker about
three different career choices.
“This helps students become more
aware of the careers that interest them
and careers which do not,” said Molloy
President Mr. John Sherry. “It exposes
them to new ideas and may help them
in choosing a major in college or
influence their choice of college. The
purpose of this day is to re-focus, or in
some cases focus for the first time,
students on a career direction most
suitable to them.”
The careers represented were based
on the occupations of those alumni and
parents who were willing to sacrifice
their time by volunteering to talk to
students.
New careers represented this year
were chiropractor, government service,
and hospitality/resturant/hotel
management.
Some occupations that might interest
Stanners were not represented at
Career Day due to a lack of response
from some of the alumni professionals
in those fields to the letter sent out by
the Alumni Office seeking volunteers.
For example, no doctor attended this
year’s event.
Senior Joshua James was
disappointed that no alumni doctor
was able to attend Career Day.
“It’s a waste of a great opportunity
because it seems to me that there are a
lot of people in our school who would
enjoy talking to a doctor because they
want to get into that profession,” James
said.
Junior Raymond Ferreira said, “ It
was an unique experience but I thought
there should be careers in the arts
represented, too.”

Senior Joanna Pellergrino suggested
that Molloy invite more parents to speak
because right now all alums with work
place experience are men.
“There were just three women
speakers and all three were from
Molloy,” she said.
Senior James Murphy suggested that
the guest speakers come more prepared
to talk about what students must do to
get a job in their field.
Students were given the opportunity
to choose which three careers they
would like to learn more about by filling
out a questionnaire during homeroom
period on April 8.
Junior Allie Reisch suggested that
students be told a little more about what
each career is about before they have
to choose which of three presentations
they would like to attend.
The most popular choices were in the
financial industry, medicine, law and
social work.
“I chose to listen to a variety of
careers for Career Day because I
wanted to figure out what type of career
suited me best,” said senior Kristel
Juntura. “Last year’s Career Day
actually helped me realize I should be
an engineer because I found out a
lawyer definitely didn’t fit me.”
Mr. Sherry hoped the timing of the
event will help both seniors, who are
deciding which college to attend, and
juniors, who are just starting the college
admission process.
Seniors Elyssa Noblesala, Katie
Johnson and Fred Tobias all suggested
that Career Day be held for
sophomores and junior but be optional
for seniors.
“It’s held too late for us,” said
Johnson. “Most of us know by now
what college we’re going to and what
we’re majoring in.”
“It’s better for sophomores and
juniors,” said Noblesala. “Getting in
early on the college game is a good
thing.”

Junior Ring Ceremony

Juniors Thomas Madden, Joseph Dagandan, Joanna Beck, Michael
Cabral, Shannon Lavelle, and Julia Karsten show off their class rings
at the reception in the cafeteria held after the Junior Ring Ceremony.
(Photo by Br. Roy George.)

A roller coaster title ride
By Kristen Lasak ‘09
The Archbishop Molloy Varsity Girls
Basketball team experienced a season
of exceptional ups and downs but
through it all the players pulled together
as a team and became the only team
besides Christ the King to have its name
on the CHSAA Class AA BrooklynQueens Championship trophy.
The team, which boasts a roster
featuring several sophomores, was
largely touted as too young to win this
year and stuggled early.
Then a coaching change resulted in
Junior Varsity Head Coach Dom
Cecala and Assistant Coach Mr. Bill
Niklaus stepping in to fill double roles
as both JV and Varsity coaches.
The team was now at a crossroad.
This was looking like a lost season.
However, someone must have
forgotten to tell the players this.
The Stanners worked hard in
practices to improve their skills. Their
preparations paid off when they
successfully ended Christ the King’s
eight-year undefeated league winning
streak with a 58-50 win in overtime —
the Royals’ first loss since Jan. 19,
2000.
By knocking off the perennial
national power, the Stanners showed

Junior Nicolette Marciniak grabs
a rebound in the state title game.

that they were a title contender.
Rather than bask in the glory of their
win, the team went right back to work
preparing for their next game. The
team was pulling together at just the right
time. They won the last two games of
the regular season, then followed with
a 56-51 win over Mary Louis in the
opening round of the playoffs.
“We really came together and played
as a team, enabling us to go on a winning
streak,” said Mr. Niklaus.
Senior co-captain Kerri White
echoed the opinion of her coach.
“We were able to play so well down
the stretch because of all our practices
and learning from our previous games,”
White said. “But the biggest reason was
we came together and played as a
team.”
Molloy was peaking at just the right
time but next up was a rematch with
the Royals for the Brooklyn-Queens
Diocesan Championship.
The Royals had won the
championship for the past 23 years,
making their team name the only one
inscribed on the trophy.
The Stanners beat Christ the King
once, could they possibly do it again?
The answer came on March 9 when
Molloy beat Christ the King 45-41 in
the title game.
The Stanners were overjoyed to be
the champions and have recognized that
their two wins over Christ the King
were no easy feat.
“It was exhilarating to beat Christ the
King for a second time,” White said.
“It was an indescribable feeling to
knock them off.”
Mr Niklaus added, “It is difficult to
beat Christ the King anytime. It was
tremendous pressure and difficult to
beat them twice. But it was fun, too.”
All good things must come to an end
and so did the Stanners’ season with a
loss to St. John the Baptist in the
CHSAA Class AA State Championship
game.
The loss was very disappointing to
the team but couldn’t dampen the

unbridled excitement of their dream
season.
White put the loss into perspective,
saying, “The loss was upsetting
because we could have gone farther,
but we can’t really be upset because
we had come so far.”
The seniors gained bragging rights for
leading the team its first Class AA
Brooklyn-Queens title.

“It definitely feels great to be the first
senior class to do this,” White said.
“Previous [Molloy]teams had the talent
to do so, which makes it an even bigger
accomplishment.
“It was a bigger accomplishment than
anything else we’ve done,” she said.
Said Mr. Niklaus, “The season was
a roller coaster ride. That was what
made it fun.”

Senior Kerri White battles St. John the Baptist for the rebound in the
State Championship game. (Photos by Ms. Kathy Loughran)

Handball team surprised at slow start
By Tom Wengler
Molloy Varsity Handball Coach Mr.
Vinny Leonardo is disappointed that the
team has begun the season with a record
of 2-2.
Mr. Leonardo was most
disappointed in the team’s loss of
Bishop Loughlin on April 9 because he
said Molloy’s squad is definitely more
talented than Loughlin and should have
been able to win the match.
The slow start is surprising because
Molloy returns five starters, all seniors,
to its lineup for this season: Christian
“Ace” Ventura, Wilson Chu, John
Dujmovic, Kevin Guevera and Chris
Franzipone.
Mr. Leonardo’s lineup has remained

stable from last year’s 13-3 team that
was eliminated in the first round of the
2007 playoffs.
The starting lineup consists of Ventura
playing first singles, Franzipone at
second singles, and Dujmovic at third
singles.
The first doubles team consists of
Ventura and Chu. Second doubles is
played by junior Charlie Gagliardo and
sophomore Stephen Tanico.
So far this season, Mr. Leonardo said
Ventura has been playing the best
handball for the team.
Although Ventura’s 2-2 record in first
singles matches that of the team, Mr.
Leonardo feels that as captain of the
team Venture has shown the most heart

and brings the most energy to his
matches.
Mr. Leonardo said that even though
Ventura lost his April 11 No. 1 singles
match to St. Raymond’s top player, it
was “the best match I have seen in about
10 years.”
Molloy’s goal for this season is to
finish among the top four teams in the
regular season standings in order to
qualify for the playoffs which begin May
21.
Once in the playoffs, the ultimate goal
will be to win the city championship.
To get there, Molloy will have to go
through St. Francis Prep, who Mr. Senior captain Christian “Ace”
Leonardo believes will his team’s Ventura has played well for Molloy
this season. (Stanner file photo)
toughest competition.

