CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
December 2013
Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!
Dear Camino Grove Families,
In this time of Thanksgiving and Holiday Season, I wanted to start this letter by
expressing my deepest thanks for the many blessings the families of Camino Grove consistently
bestow upon the staff and students. This is a wonderful community and I am humbled by the
outpouring of love you have for our students, staff, and school. Thank you for your faithful
partnership.
Many wonderful things have been happening around here at Camino Grove since
our last Caminotes. Here is just a glimpse.
Common Core is being implemented
64 Chromebooks have been purchased and are now being used in the classrooms
1 school garden has been purchased and is on its way.
60 (approx) students have joined the Friday lunch choir.
1 Art Docent program is up and running (and is AMAZING!)
1 winter program is in progress
653 student led conferences completed
1st trimester completed
6 K-2 Reading Nights have taken place district wide
and
Several amazing events planned by PTA (Trunk or Treat, Book Fair, Restaurant Nights...)
As we move forward with the Common Core, I have included an excerpt from an
article written by Reading Rockets. This article helps parents better understand how
to help children meet the writing standards. A link for the full article has been
provided for further information.
How Parents Can Support the Common Core Writing Standards
By: Reading Rockets
Help your child see the different types of writing you do in your adult life. Talk about the writing
you do for work and the more casual writing you do to friends. Then have fun encouraging your
child to write their own opinion pieces — ask them to write a review of last night's dinner or the
last family movie you watched.
Help your child feel good about receiving feedback. Constructive suggestions can help make a
child's writing clearer and the writing process more enjoyable. Then, discover ways to share
your child's writing with a larger audience — email or mail stories and poems, have your child
contribute to the family blog, and keep an eye out for writing contests designed just for kids.
For the full article please visit: http://www.readingrockets.org/article/59261/

Thank you again for all that you do to help make Camino Grove such a special place. I hope to
see you all around campus and wish you a Happy Holiday Season!
Sincerely,
Danae Popovich
Principal

In This Issue
Principal’s Message

Pg. 1

PTA President’s Message

Pg. 2

PTA News

Pg. 3

School News

Pg. 10

December & January
Calendar of Events
• Dec 11 – Family Fun Night:
Santa’s Fun Zone
• Dec 16 – PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30a.m.
• Dec 19 – Winter Program
• Dec 20 – Winter Class Parties
• Dec 23 ~ Jan 3 - Winter Break
• Jan 9 – Restaurant Night at
Panda Express in Monrovia
• Jan 13 – PTA Meeting at 9:00a.m.
• Jan 20 – NO SCHOOL
M.L. King Jr. Holiday
• Jan 27 – PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30a.m.

Message from our PTA President, Jennifer Vargo

Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,
Fall has been a whirlwind of activity for Camino Grove and PTA!
We had a wonderful Red Ribbon Week, where the kids learned about bullying and
drug awareness. Many classrooms participated in the poster contest and pictures
of the entries are viewable on the PTA website (pta.cg.ausd.net).
PTA also ran the very popular Mrs. Nelson’s Book Fair during Student Led
Conference week. Students enjoyed browsing the aisles for their favorite authors,
and also had the opportunity to find some new books and series to pique their
interest. Many families donated books to their teachers and classrooms. Thank
you to all that donated and also to those that were generous with their time by
working at the book fair!
Trunk-or-Treat was a terrific night as well. We had almost 20 cars decorated by
parents, families, and teachers giving out candy to hundreds of children in
costume. Kids also enjoyed the many craft opportunities in the MPR. Thank you to
all that volunteered on this night too!
We also wrapped a very successful Direct Donation drive. While we did not reach
our goal of $16,000, we were still truly wowed by the generosity of our Camino
Grove community. The families of over 40% of the students participated and the
total donation amount during the drive was $12,966. A huge thank you from us to
all that donated, in all amounts! Your donations are what make all of our activities
possible.
In addition to all of these major programs, PTA was also busy behind the scenes.
PTA volunteers helped staff the Picture Day, Make-Up Picture Day, and Vision
Screening Day. PTA volunteers also donated food and treats for teacher lunches
during each day of the Student Led Conference Week, which were VERY
APPRECIATED by the teachers and staff.
Our restaurant night at Rubio’s was fun and profitable, bringing in a little over
$200. Mark your calendars for our next PTA restaurant night on January 9, 2014 at
Panda Express in Monrovia. Look for the flyer on the PTA website or coming home
in early January.

PTA Board Members 2013-2014
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Rep
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Sec.
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Jennifer Aston
Lisa Longo
Jean Chang
Caroline Kojian
Kristine Hannibal
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Joy Cheng
Lien Huynh
Wendy Chang
Christine Maritato
Kari Holmes
Daniel Chan
Valma Kwong

PTA MEETINGS
2014
January 13 – 9:00 am
February 10 – 6:15 pm*
March 10 – 9:00 am
April 14 – 6:15 pm*
May 12 – 9:00 am
*A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

Our next PTA meeting is on Monday, January 13 at 9am. If you are able to attend, I
hope you will consider coming. This year we are having a rotating schedule of
teacher representatives, and the teacher representative for this meeting will be Ms.
th
Simmons from 4 grade.
Coming up in the next month, we’ll be arranging for professional videography of
the Winter Program on December 19, with DVDs available for purchase through
pre-order flyers. And room parents will be coordinating Winter Class parties, most
of which will take place on December 20 (depending on teacher preference and
availability).
Lastly, please feel free to contact me at any time with questions, comments, or
concerns. I love to receive feedback on how you think things are going with PTA.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo
cgpta.president@gmail.com
Camino Grove PTA President
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PTA News
Reflections 2013 Contest Update
Thank you to all who participated in the Reflections contest this year. It was a joy to see all of your
creativity.
We are pleased to announce our first place winners for the Reflections contest. These 8 entries
went on to compete against all of the Elementary Schools in Arcadia.
•
•
•

At the primary (K-2nd grade) level:
Joseph Wong - literature
Andrea Hsu - visual arts
Emily Chien - dance choreography

•
•
•

At the intermediate (3-5th grade) level:
Olivia Wong - photography
Christine Chua - visual arts
Clinston Zeng - literature, film production and music composition

Mrs. Chia's classroom had the most participants. Their entire class will receive a pizza party.
A huge congratulations to Olivia Wong (photography) and Clinston Zeng (film production) for
winning first place in AUSD. They are now competing against all the elementary schools in First
District of PTA.
We hope to have even more entries next year when the Reflections 2014 theme is:

"The world would be a better place if..."

Subway Fundraiser
Do you want a fun and EASY way to raise money for Camino Grove?! In fact, it’s something you
probably do all the time anyway! It’s the Subway fundraiser! Keep your Subway Fundraiser
business card* in your wallet. Every time you take your family (and friends) to Subway, show them
the card, and a percentage of what you buy goes right back to Camino Grove!
It is valid only at these three Arcadia Subway Locations:
1) 733 W. Naomi Ave #G (next to Pavilions)
2) 411 E. Huntington Dr., #102 (in the Tokyo Wako shopping center)
3) 160 E. Duarte Rd., #D (in the 99 Cents Store shopping center)
The best part of this fundraiser is that it goes until the END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!
So anytime between now and the end of the June, take your friends and family out for a HEALTHY
lunch at Subway; and feel good that you are also helping out Camino Grove!
* Subway Fundraiser business cards were sent home with children the week before Thanksgiving. If
you have lost your card, we have a limited number of replacement cards available. Please email
camino.grove.pta@gmail.com to arrange to get a replacement.
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PTA News
Volunteers of the Month
Every month PTA honors one for our many, many wonderful volunteers for his or her special
recent contributions. The volunteer receives a gift card and a special parking space to use during
the month.

November 2013
October was a very busy month for PTA, so it was again very hard to choose just one person.
Therefore, for the month of November 2013, we were happy to honor not just one, but three
special volunteers:

Jill Hokanson
The first volunteer of the month is Jill Hokanson. Jill was chairperson for the book fair. She has
worked the book fair for the past two years and took on the big responsibility of running it this
year without complaint. She has put in many hours preparing and was here every single day last
week (and a few the week before and today too!), coordinating volunteers and manning the
register. She has done an outstanding job of running it flawlessly. Jill is mother to 3 adorable
girls: Hannah, a 2nd grader in Mrs. Heggem’s class, Ella, a 6th grader at Dana, and Natalie, a
freshman at AHS.

Lisa Longo
The second volunteer of the month is Lisa Longo. Lisa serves on the Executive Board as VP of
Programs. She is the chairperson in charge of running all 4 of our family fun nights this year,
including the Trunk-or-Treat event that we all enjoyed just last week. She has been amazing in
both her creativity and enthusiasm for the job. As a parent who works full-time, she has limited
free time and her commitment of that time to PTA activities is all the more appreciated. Lisa is
mother to Alaina, a 3rd grader in Ms. Chia’s class.

Jennifer Shiuan
The third volunteer of the month is Jennifer Shiuan. Jen serves on the Executive Board as VP of
Legislation and was also the chairperson for Red Ribbon Week. Jen spent many hours
coordinating the logistics for the week – sourcing all of the promotional material like the
wristbands and ribbons, running the poster contest, and coordinating volunteers to tie the
ribbons all around the school. This behind-the-scenes work was all completed thanks to Jen and
her phenomenal attention to detail in both planning and execution. Jen is also a working parent,
and we are very appreciative of her gift of time. Jen is mother to 2nd grader, Jacob, in Mrs. Yee’s
class and Jamie, a 4-year-old at Sunrise Preschool and future Camino Grove Roadrunner!

Jill Hokanson
Camino Grove Elementary School

Lisa Longo
December 2013
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PTA News
Volunteers of the Month (continued)
October 2013
Macy Zeng
The volunteer of the month for October 2013 is Macy Zeng. Macy Zeng has been working tirelessly
behind the scenes since the summer to relaunch our school’s PTA-driven Art Docent program. She
has spent dozens, if not hundreds, of hours searching the school for existing materials, ordering all
the new supplies, prepping the new art room and working very hard to get many, many volunteers
on board to serve as our program “teachers” and “aides”. Macy has also served many years as a
room parent at Camino Grove for both of her kids. She is mother to 4th grader Clinston in Mr.
Rhee’s class and 6th grader Shyanne now at Dana Middle School.

Macy Zeng

September 2013
We forgot to publish the September honorees in the first newsletter so they are included here as
well. With all of the volunteer activity going on at the start of the school year, it was hard to
choose just one person. Therefore, for the month of September 2013, we were happy to honor not
just one, but three special volunteers:

Kristine Hannibal
The first volunteer of the month is Kristine Hannibal. Kristine is a member of the PTA Executive
Board, serving in the role of Membership Chair. She has been working tirelessly to sign families up
with PTA memberships. Before the summer even began, she crafted and stapled the membership
letters that were stuffed into your Roadrunner Day packets. Since returning to school, she has run
and worked at all of the membership drive events, including both Roadrunner Days and Back-toSchool day and night events. Behind the scenes, she continues to work on membership daily,
whether or be counting money, tracking membership information, sending reminder letters, or
planning the ice cream parties for the classes with the earliest participation. Kristine is mother to
Matthew, a 5th grader in Mr. Weber’s class.

Kristine Hannibal
Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Volunteers of the Month (continued)
September 2013 (continued)
Audrey Her
The second volunteer of the month is Audrey Her. As PTA’s Hospitality Chair, Audrey coordinates
our PTA meeting snack schedule and other PTA hospitality needs. She arranged PTA’s Back-toSchool lunch for the teachers and prepared all of the yummy treats for our PTA Meet-and-Greet on
the first day of school. She also donated the snacks for our first PTA meeting tonight. She helped
with the Roadrunner Day process, stuffing envelopes before we let out for summer and working at
Make-Up day upon returning to school. Audrey is also PTA’s designated Phone Blast Mandarin
translator, a job which will support our ongoing efforts to include more members of our
community in PTA events. Audrey is mother to Natalie, a 1st grader in Mrs. Daniels’ class, and
Nicholas, a 6th grader at Dana Middle School.

Jen Aston
The third volunteer of the month is Jen Aston. As PTA’s current EVP and last year’s President, she is
our go-to person for anything and everything. She has been extremely supportive and has done so
much to help set me and PTA up for success this year. It’s hard to know where to start when
outlining her contributions, but here are just a few: Roadrunner Day prep (before and after
summer), constantly and consistently looping me in on issues, sharing best practices in running
PTA smoothly, and running the Welcome Back Family Dinner night we will be having on Thursday.
Jen also did a stellar job of widening the lines of communication from PTA last year (through
phone blasts, translations, emails) and thinking of long term strategies to increase PTA volunteer
participation. Jen is mother is Douglas, a 3rd grader in Mrs. Rozelle’s class; Thomas, a 1st grader in
Mrs. Mollenkopf’s class; and George a newly potty-trained 2 year old and future Camino Grove
Roadrunner. ☺
Thank you Jill, Lisa, Jen S., Macy, Kristine, Audrey, and Jen A. for all that you do for Camino Grove
PTA! We are so lucky to have you in our community!
Jennifer Vargo
Camino Grove PTA President

Audrey Her

Camino Grove Elementary School

Jen Aston
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PTA News
Want to help the Art Docent program but
don’t have time? You can help too!

Camino Grove PTA
Dec– Jan Calendar of Events

The Camino Grove Art Docent Program can use
donations of the following items:

Dec 11 (Wed)

Wiggly craft eyes
White card stock
Paper towels
Tissue boxes
Different colored construction papers
Glue
Glue sticks
Black Sharpie markers
Colored pencils
Colored markers
Kids' scissors
Oil pastels
Different colored paints
Paint brushes
Old newspaper (to protect table surfaces)

Dec 16 (Mon)

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Items may be brought to the school front office for
donation to the PTA Art Docent program.

Dec 19 (Thu)
Dec 20 (Fri)

- Family Fun Night:
Santa’s Fun Zone
- PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30am
- Winter Program
- Winter Class Parties

Dec 23 ~ Jan 3 – NO SCHOOL
Winter Break
Jan 9 (Thu)
Jan 13 (Mon)
Jan 20 (Mon)
Jan 27 (Mon)

- Restaurant Night
At Panda Express
- PTA Meeting at 9:00am
- NO SCHOOL
M.L. King Jr. Holiday
- PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30am

Congratulations to the winners of the
Dave & Buster’s Halloween Coloring Contest!
Entries were collected at the Trunk-or-Treat
and there were a total of 22 entries.
Three Winners:
1st prize ($50 D&B Powercard)
Jasmine Arreola, Mrs. Rozelle’s Class

Where can you go to see recent
PTA announcements and
download extra copies of PTA
flyers and forms?

2nd prize ($25 D&B Powercard)
Amanda Chen, Mr. Lopez’s Class

The PTA Website!

3rd prize ($10 D&B Powercard)
Francisco Terrones, Mrs. Bengford’s Class

Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Camino Grove’s Art Docent Program
By Macy Zeng (with Jennifer Vargo)
Late last year, Camino Grove PTA began to look into resurrecting an art education program that had
been here years ago. After many hours of planning and preparation over the summer and at the
beginning of this school year, the Art Docent Program has finally begun!
In a nutshell, the Art Docent Program is systematic and progressive art education that introduces our
students to formal art terminology, famous works of art (through large-scale physical art prints),
methods and techniques of painting, and more. There is now a new art room (Room 33) that is
designated for the newly launched Art Docent Program. (Hooray!) This program is entirely run by
parent and family volunteers. It is structured so each grade has a coordinator who manages the
schedules and volunteers and each classroom has a primary art teacher and one or more art aides.
We intend to offer 3 lessons to each class this year, one in each trimester.
So far, all feedback and comments that we have received have been wonderful and very uplifiting.
The program seems to be well-received by students and even the art volunteers are enjoying
themselves getting involved in this fun and exciting art education for our children! We are still in the
process of recruiting, revising, improving and evaluating. I welcome all constructive comments and
innovative ideas to make this program a success for Camino Grove.
I would like to like to take the opportunity to thank our supportive principal, Mrs. Popovich, the
school office staff (Mrs. Joseph, Mrs. Heltsley, and Mrs. Lucero), our custodian (Mr. Hernandez), our
past and present PTA presidents (Jen Aston and Jen Vargo), all the accommodating and
understanding class teachers, and my 35 valuable and amazing art volunteers! This program would
not be possible without you all! Thanks also to all our adorable students who have shown so much
enthusiasm making our volunteers eager to come back to teach their next art session!
If you have any questions or comments regarding the Art Docent Program, or if you are interested in
volunteering, you may email Macy Zeng (Chairperson) at macy-zeng@usa.net.
Thank you to our 2013 – 2014 Art Docent Program Family Volunteers!
Angela Liang
Chatty Peel
Elizabeth Arellano
Jen Aston
Jun-Li (Wendy) Huang
Lori Small
Maryann Longo
Norma Gharib
Rofaida Ali

Camino Grove Elementary School

Angela Sun
Clarisse Whisenand
Erica Luo
Jen Vargo
Jyotsna Gudivada
Lucy Deng
Moon Jeong-Seo
Priyanka Andrew
Tina Chua

December 2013

Audrey Her
Debbie Wong
Eva Tsui
Jill Hokanson
Lien Hyunh
Lynn Shih
Nancy Cho
Randy Hsiao
Wendy Chang

Amy Sui
Diane Nguyen
Jacqueline Kiok
Joy Cheng
Lina Myrvold
Macy Zeng
Nicole Lai
Regina Shay
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PTA News
The Art Docent Program in Pictures
Here Mrs. Daniel’s 1st Grade Class is receiving a lesson in the new Art Room! Clockwise from top left:
(1) Parent volunteer Nancy Cho shows the students an art print of work by famous abstract
expressionist Helen Frankenthaler while discussing her “soak and stain” technique for painting. (2)
The children sit on the carpet listening to the short lecture. (3) Blue Atmosphere by Helen
Frankenthaler. (4) The students have created their own versions of “soak and stain” artwork.
Through the Art Docent program, every single class will have the opportunity to receive three such
volunteer-run art lessons this year.

Camino Grove Elementary School
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School News
RED RIBBON WEEK 2013 – POSTER CONTEST
A poster contest was held during Red Ribbon Week in October to help integrate the activities into
the classrooms. The judging panel consisted of Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Popovich, Mrs. Shiuan (PTA
Red Ribbon Week Chairperson), and Mrs. Vargo (PTA President). 14 classrooms participated in
the poster contest. 2 classrooms were selected to win popsicle parties based on the following
criteria:
(1) Theme – how creative was the theme and how well did the kids stick to it in their
contributions?
(2) Presentation – how appealing was the final product?
(3) Student participation – how widely did the students in the class participate and
what was their level of contribution?

Classroom Participants
A big thank you to all the classrooms that participated!
Mrs. Pasqua (K)
Mrs. Simons (K)
Mrs. Daniels (1st)
Mrs. Fernandez/Luckey (1st)
Mrs. Scarbrough (1st)

Ms. Hang (2nd)
Ms. Chia (3rd)
Mrs. Tallon (3rd)
Ms. Brown (3rd-4th-5th)
Mr. Lopez (4th)

Mr. Rhee (4th)
Ms. Simmons (4th)
Mrs. Kim (5th)
Mrs. Shahinian (5th)

Pictures of all 14 poster participants can be viewed on the PTA website at
http://pta.cg.ausd.net.
Poster Contest Winners
Primary Grades (K-2)
1st Grade - Mrs. Daniels - Room 13
Theme: “Owl” Always Be Healthy

Camino Grove Elementary School

Intermediate Grades (3-5)
4th Grade - Ms. Simmons - Room 28
Theme: Drugs are Sour, Not Sweet!
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School News
Arcadia Educational Foundation Seeks New Trustees
The Arcadia Educational Foundation (AEF) is seeking to enlist new trustees. AEF is a non-profit
organization that was founded in 1981 to raise funds for Arcadia schools. The Foundation is administered
by parent and community member Trustees who represent the interests of each of the District’s ten public
schools.
AEF administers a comprehensive Summer School program, funds the District-wide phone blast system,
provides teacher mini-grants and transfers donor funds to AUSD, annually, for use by the District.
The primary responsibility of a Trustee is to implement the fundraising activities of the Foundation.
Trustees are expected to attend monthly board meetings which are held on the second Wednesday evening
of the month, represent the Foundation in the community and actively participate on a committee.
Committees include but are not limited to: Annual Campaign, Special Events/Projects, Endowment,
Summer School.
If you would like to be considered for a Trustee position or would like further information, please contact
the Board Secretary, Brenda Stimpson, on 626 483 0951 or at brenda.stimpson@gmail.com. Arcadia
Educational Foundation meetings are open to the public and attending one would be a good way to assess
whether, or not, a trustee role would be for you. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
month, at 7:30 p.m., in the District offices board room on Campus Drive.

AUSD is getting social with Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! You can follow along
at https://www.facebook.com/ArcadiaUnified, https://twitter.com/ArcadiaUnified, http://instagram.com/arca
diaunified. News items and info about all the schools and our great programs are being posted at these sites
for the convenience of the Arcadia community.
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School News
Important Medication Information from the Health Office
Any medication taken by students during the school day must be kept in the health office and
administered only by authorized office personnel. Medication must be brought to the office
with a signed Physician’s Recommendation for Medication form (available in the office),
which states the name of the medication, amount to be given, and the time it is to be
administered. The medication remains in the office and the child must come to the office at
the designated time(s). This includes all prescriptions, inhalers, aspirin, cough syrup and over
the counter medications, both oral and topical, etc. Please do not send any medications to
school with your child to take on his/her own. These must all be kept in the office for the
safety of all of our students.
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