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Sherwin
Wins
Teacher
of the
Year
By: Nat
Valenza
On January 12,
2017, HVCHS announced that Mr.
David Sherwin
would be the winner of the annual CHS’s Governor’s
Educator of the Year award. Yes, he has at long last
brought the reign of Mr. Parkinson to an end.
Mr. Sherwin graduated from The College of New
Jersey and has, since then, accrued a lengthy and
impressive résumé, which may alone give a hint as
to why he was chosen for this accolade.
Continued on page 4

Achieving
200 Wins
By: Sophia Stivala

Jeffrey Losch, the coach of
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team, has made quite
an achievement recently.
He has been able to
achieve 200 wins as a
coach!
Continued on page 5
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Everybody in the Pool
By: Sarah Voorhees
With the help of volunteer coach Ms. Carlyn Hubert and seasoned coaches Mrs. Julie Stanley and Mr. Vincent Illuminate,
the Hopewell Valley girls swim team kicked off their season
with zeal and a healthy dose of optimism.
As of January 17th, the team’s record is 6-7. Both the members of the team and the team’s three coaches are excited
about the season’s start.
“I think it's going really well, both in terms of the team dynamic and the work ethic present,” said senior Alexandra Raskin,
captain of the girls swim team. “I think everything came together well this year and I’m very happy with where we are,”
she continued.

Hubert explained.
The girls swim team has experienced several close wins and
losses this season. But Coach Stanley explained that the final
score is not the team’s primary focus. “Win or lose, the team
enjoys celebrating their personal bests and personal improvement. Many of the close meets we lost were meets in which
swimmers had their best times and showed great improvement,” she said.
Coach Illuminate affirmed the team’s resilience, saying, “The
team responds well to both winning and losing, they never get
too high off of a big win or too low off of a close loss.”
The addition of assistant coach Carlyn Hubert seemed to further encourage the team’s family-like dynamic.
Hubert said, “Coach Illuminate has been welcoming, helpful
and friendly, and Coach Stanley has been an excellent mentor.
It has been a pleasure getting to know them, as well as the
swimmers.”

Both team members and coaches agree that what makes this
year’s team so special is the outstanding sense of camaraderie “Carlyn Hubert was a great addition to our program, as she
and friendship.
was a swimmer for TCNJ. She brought some new ideas and
great energy to the team at practices and meets. I don’t think
“The team is very close and supportive of one another this
we would have been as successful without her help this year,”
year, even more so than in past seasons. I love seeing this. I'm said Coach Illuminate.
very proud of all of them,” Coach Stanley said.
Raskin explained that the team couldn’t have made such proRaskin commented on the team dynamic with equal enthusigress this season without the help of its three “incredible
asm, saying, “Everybody has jelled really well this year. It's a
coaches.”
very friendly and warm dynamic, but we're not cautious with
each other either. We know our limits. It's good. It's close. It's The swim team’s season is quickly drawing to a close. This
family-like. It's everything I could ask for.”
weekend the team will take part in the Mercer County Tournament, which will mark the official end to their successful sea“Despite the abundance of individual competition, swimming son.
is ultimately a team sport,” said Coach Hubert.
As the swim team wraps up its season, seniors like Raskin are
beginning to reflect on their time as Bulldogs.
“I am most proud of the progress they have made in goal
setting, getting each other motivated and coming together as a
collective unit, in both successes and struggles. I've worked
“It hasn't totally hit me, really, that I'm almost done with this
with several teams of varying ages and levels of competitiveteam and the season. I am very proud of this team and I love
ness, and this is a special group of young adults who have
the people on it and I’m sad that this door is closing. I'm
grown to become, as many refer to it, their ‘swim family,’”
thrilled, though, at the idea of having this year’s juniors in
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Samantha Barnes: Journey to
Twelve Varsity Letters

Also, she’s had numerous injuries over the years. She’s broken her
wrist, the same collarbone twice, and recently tore her ACL.

By: Skyler Rossi

The worst injury she encountered was last year at the end of the soccer
season when she broke her collarbone for the second time. The recovery was painful and getting back into the game was so challenging that
she almost quit.

For most high-performing high school athletes, two or three varsity
letters is the norm. But not for junior Samantha Barnes. After four more “It took me a while to break through. I was in shape, but mentally I was
successful seasons, she will have earned twelve varsity letters by gradu- stuck. It wasn’t until I put myself in the right mindset and stopped
ation.
blaming myself for mistakes that I broke through and got past this injury,” Barnes said.
In order for a HV student to
earn a varsity letter, they
Each injury comes with it’s own set of challenges, and she handles each
must meet a certain number a little differently. “No matter how much pain these two sports give me,
of requirements set by the
in the end I’ve come out the other side a better athlete and person beHopewell athletics office.
cause of it,” Barnes said.
Among these, athletes
“must be in good athletic
Through both the successes and the setbacks of her seasons, Barnes still
and academic standing,
complete the season and be prevails as a strong player. Barnes’ coaches and teammates have nothing but positive things to say about her.
eligible academically,”
“show marked improvement during the season and
from the previous season,” Her soccer coach, Mr. John McGinley said, “Sam is a fantastic teammate. She works hard, is positive, and truly enjoys the success of her
and “attend all practices,
teammates. Sam is a role model in her work, and in her positive relagames, meets or matches
tions with her teammates.”
unless excused by the
coach, parent, or doctor.”
On top of that, soccer play- “[She is] very reliable and dependable,” agreed her track coach, Mr.
ers must “play in at least
Aaron Oldfield.
half of the Varsity halves of
the season schedule” and
track runners “must partici- Her teammate and senior Hannah Marino commented, “Sam is not only
intelligent on the field, but off the field she is as well. She is a great
pate in half of the meets
Samantha Barnes cheering on her teammates.
friend and always wants and expects [the] best from people.”
and achieve minimum qualification standards in their specific event.”
Barnes plays soccer during the fall and runs track during the winter and
spring seasons. She keeps a jammed packed schedule to achieve all of
this. After school, she practices or competes, often having club soccer
after that. On the weekends, she has soccer games and track meets that
last most of the day. On top of this, she’s a National Honor Society
member, which requires her to keep a GPA higher than the varsity letter requirement and complete community service hours.
As you can imagine, Barnes’ life is defined by these sports. “For me,
these sports are a part of me. They represent hard work, resilience, and
success. With soccer, I get a family of girls on the team who love and
support each other and with track a positive community of people striving for success,” she said.

With the support of these people and the confidence she has built up
throughout the years, Barnes will be running towards twelve varsity
letters with full force.
“Earning twelve letters would be an incredible experience and honor as
not many people can accomplish it. The letters would just go to show
how much support I have had along the way from my family, teammates, and coaches who have pushed me to perform the best I can,”
Barnes said.

However, having your life consumed by competitive sports is not all
winning goals and first place finishes. As a successful athlete, Barnes
carries the responsibility of living up to the expectations of the people
around her.
“You never want to disappoint, but it’s inevitable. I’ve run countless
bad races and played countless bad games. It’s just part of the process,”
Barnes said.
Luckily, her family doesn’t put any more pressure on her. “My parents
understand that I make mistakes and that I know when I’ve made them.
They help me relieve some of that pressure my being understanding
and supportive no matter what,” she said
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Sherwin...Continued from page 1

learning, and by interacting with
school and community leaders.”

ture and writing to chip apart and
then explore those neglected or

Mr. Sherwin has taught in so many
different places, under so many

With GPS, Mr. Sherwin hopes to

uncharted seas of the human experience.”

different conditions. He has taught
in Oregon, South Carolina, North

empower students to take on
greater problems than just those in He gave a similar response when

Carolina (Charlotte), and even with Hopewell, challenging students to
an American International School
become citizens of the world and

talking about what goals he has for
his students. Although he has edu-

in Venezuela. He’s also taught in
several places in New Jersey including the Quaker, Friends

pursue greater responsibility to
issues that impact us all. In an interview, Mr. Sherwin summed up

cational goals, in the end he hopes
that they will realize that education
is only one piece of the puzzle, but

School, the Princeton Review. He
even taught an SAT prep. class.

his mission with this class, as he
explained, “My time spent travel-

there is so much more to life than
just that. In his words, “I would

More recently, he has been teaching at Hopewell for about a decade.

ing, teaching, and living abroad has love for my students to understand
taught me the power of maintaining that doing and achieving are only
an open mind and seeking a broad- part of the equation and that suc-

Mr. Sherwin hasn’t always taught

er perspective, but just living in
the 21st Century compels me to

cess doesn't necessarily translate
into fulfillment. The latter asks

English either. He has taught social believe that we must pay attention
and take action.”
studies and science at the middle

that we listen, appreciate, slow
down, and connect.”

school level and also an environmental outdoor education class.

It is educators like Mr. Sherwin

It’s evident that over anything else,

who push us to remember why we
are in school to learn in the first
place. To a very generic question

Mr. Sherwin hopes to drive his
students to achieve something
greater in life than personal grati-

as to why he decided to become a
teacher, Mr. Sherwin gave a very

fication and wealth. He aims to impress that everyone needs to work

inspiring response. He said that
teaching literature does not just
develop skills for the world, it de-

towards something greater than
ourselves. This is something that
people seem to forget all too often.

velops empathy and gives us, as
humans, the ability to understand

From everyone here at the Bulldog

Of course, a résumé does not fully
represent a person.
At Hopewell, beyond teaching
English, Mr. Sherwin has taken on
the initiative of teaching a newer
class, Global Public Service. Mr.
Sherwin worked alongside other
educators to create a course with
the goal to, “challenge students to
grapple with difficult but important
issues by reading and thinking
critically, by engaging in service
Page 4

what is important in life. He went
on to say, “I saw teaching English
as an opportunity to be in a com-

Reporter, Congratulations Mr.
Sherwin on a job well done!

munity of learners who use litera-
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Heaters in 200 Hall Most Likely to
Remain Cold This Winter
By: Skyler Rossi
During the winter months, the hallways of CHS tend to mimic the
weather outside. Seeing students dressed in ski-coats and teachers
with small space heaters in the back of their rooms is not out of the
ordinary.
For the past couple of years, CHS has had problems with the heating
systems. These systems are quite old and don’t work smoothly 100%
of the time. This, combined with the fact that there is constantly air
from outside being let into the building during passing times and
lunch, make for a very cold building.
“Heating a school is very much like heating a house with all of the
windows open,” said director of facilities Mr. Thomas Quinn.“In a
school we have to bring in fresh outside air when the building is occupied so heating that cold air on a very cold day is difficult.”
One of the biggest victims of the broken heaters is the 200 hallway,
especially the English half. Teachers in this hallway have been dealing with faulty heat for several years.
“The heat (or lack there of) in my 200 hall classroom has been mostly
inconsistent and often unavailable for years. Although it rarely gets
to such an uncomfortable point that classes must be relocated, the
temperature is frequently unpleasant,” said English teacher Dr.
Christopher Roebuck.
The units in the 200 hall are hot water unit ventilators. They work by
passing a combination of air from outside with air from inside
through hot water that flows through pipes, which in turn creates hot
air.
The problem is that there isn’t enough water running through the
pipes to heat the cold air. This explains the cold air coming out of the

radiators in many of the English rooms.
The administration and maintenance have been working diligently to
solve and deal with the problem.
“The VPs and I have been monitoring the classrooms closely, and
moving classes to alternate locations when it feels too cold in the
room. We have also been working with our custodial crew to try to
fix any situation that arises as quickly as possible,” said Principal
Tana Smith.
English teacher Mr. Andrew Paull confirmed this, saying, “My union
representatives have been very proactive about checking in with me
about the state of my classroom. Likewise, the building administrators and custodial staff have been very responsive to the concerns of
myself and the other classroom teachers whose rooms are most affected by the heating situation.”
And while the situation is frustrating, the teachers in the 200 hall
seem to be managing with the frigid temperatures.
“When it is very cold, we get relocated, which can affect my lesson
planning. To be honest, in teaching there are so many various disruptions, an experienced teacher learns how to go with the flow. It is an
annoyance; however, we all manage to get our work done,” said English teacher Ms. Elizabeth Dykty.
The recently passed referendum should address the heating problem

successfully. Over $8 million of the approved project is dedicated to
heat and air conditioning units in the schools across the district. One
of the main improvements in the high school will be the installation
of heat recovery units that will heat the cold air first before it travels
through the hot water.
However, the referendum isn’t set to start progress until the spring,
s0 it looks like CHS will have at least one more cold winter.
“I can tell you I am as frustrated with the lack of heat as the students
and teachers are and we will not be satisfied until we get everything
resolved,” said Mr. Quinn.

Losch… Continued from page 1

that he wanted to become a teacher.

“It feels a little strange, when I really
think about being a part of 200 wins,”
the Losch said. He thinks that he has
been very lucky to have lots of good players as well as assistant coaches throughout the years.

“My love of basketball combined with
teaching made becoming a basketball
coach a natural process,” he concluded.

Mr. Losch started coaching at Hopewell
Valley Central High School by beginning
with the Freshmen Boys Basketball
team. He started during the 1999-2000
season and continued to coach this team
for three years. Next, he went to the JV
Boys basketball team for three years as
well. Currently, this is his 12th season
with the Girls Varsity team.
Mr. Losch enjoyed playing basketball in
high school, and even spent a lot of time
in college playing the popular winter
game. It allowed him to be able to meet
great people, stay active, and have fun in
the process. He first coached a first
grade baseball team when he was 16
years old. Mr. Losch enjoyed working
with the kids. This led him to realize
The Bulldog Reporter

Although he might have spent many
years at Hopewell coaching, he first began as a Boys Varsity Assistant for two
years as well as a Girls 7th Grade coach
at Montgomery.
He thinks that this year’s girl basketball
team is a really nice group of girls who
are fun to work with. He likes
how there is a nice mix of younger
and experienced girls. They are
always learning and trying to
improve.

One thing that he learned from coaching
at HV though was that when he originally began coaching, he would try to do too
much as a coach. He has learned that it
is best to take a step back and allow the
girls on the basketball team to dictate
things more.
“We try to help put them in the best possible position to succeed, but the make
most decisions on how to get there,” he
explained.
Congratulations, Mr. Losch!

One thing that Mr. Losch enjoys
about coaching is that he enjoys
working with kids to help them
reach their potential, both as individuals and as a group. Although
it might not be easy at times, he
believes that it is very rewarding
to watch them achieve their goals.
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Ski Season Picks Up for CHS Skiers
By Skyler Rossi
CHS has a club that fits just about
every interest and passion. While
some students prefer to spend their
time solving math problems or raising
money for charities, others like to
take a more recreational route. CHS
offers ski club for students who enjoy
skiing or snowboarding.

advanced academic classes, organized
sports and other organized activities.
For this reason I think it's extra important to have some clubs for students that serve one purpose: having
fun!” said Mr. Johnson.

ski club is getting to ski with my
friends and also meeting a lot of new
people that I wouldn’t have without
being a part of ski club,” she said.

It’s a great experience for the adult
chaperones as well. Chaperone and
The club has become so popular that math teacher Mr. John Zalot noted,
For obvious reasons, the club is in its they can’t accept everyone. Students “The camaraderie is great. The stufill out permission slips, and then, 90 dents and adults share in this great
busiest time during the months of
sport. It starts with the bus ride there
January and February. Students who students are randomly selected in a
lottery-style
drawing
every
October.
and continues until we get back to the
are members spend their Friday nights
school at 11 pm.”
out on the slopes. Buses leave CHS at
3 PM, arrive at the mountain at 5
PM, then return to the school at 11
Whether you are a freshman and nevPM. This gives students a solid four
er have skied before or a senior with a
hours to ski or snowboard.
lifetime of experience, the club is an
all around great experience for everyone.
In the past, the club has traveled to
Camelback Mountain in PA, but this
year they have been going to Blue
“Students should join ski club if they
Mountain, also in PA. While these
want to have a good time with their
are both nice resorts, the main reason
friends while getting outside during
for going to these mountains are bethe cold winter months when most
cause they are some of the few that
other people are just inside watching
are a reasonable driving distance from “We started this policy a few years
ago in an attempt to give everyone a TV,” said Mr. Johnson.
the high school.
completely equal chance at being in
the club,” said Mr. Johnson.
Make sure you grab a permission slip
Club adviser and science teacher Mr.
next October if this sounds like a club
Nicholas Johnson created this club
The high levels of interest just go to for you!
nine years ago. He has been skiing
since he was a kid, and he wanted to show that students have a blast on
these trips. At least that’s what senior
create a club that was purely recreaand four year participant Grace
tional.
Chaiko thinks. “My favorite part of
“Everyone is so busy these days with
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Celebrating the Spoken
Word: Poetry Out Loud

English Supervisor Ms. Sara Graja, English teacher
Ms. Theresa Solomon and Art teacher Mr. Robert
O’Boyle. English teacher Ms. Rebecca Lewark was
the prompter, whose job is to feed lines to the comBy: Julia Drake
petitors if they get stuck. The hostess for the night
On January 12th, in the CHS media center, HVCHS was Poetry Out Loud advisor Ms. Katherine Henderson.
students from all different grades competed in the
Poetry Out Loud competition. Poetry Out Loud is a
competition that celebrates the spoken word by hav- Although many CHS students who competed in the
ing students recite poems of their choosing and
Poetry Out Loud competition delivered their poems
show their interpretation of what the poem means
beautifully, sophomore Lucy Glover won first place
to them.
and therefore will be moving on to regional competition. Runner’s up were senior Tommy Vite and
sophomore Madeline Carleton.
The competition is organized so that every partici-

pant recites two poems of their choosing. They stand
in a line leading up to the stage and only recite one
poem at a time. Then they repeat the order to perform their second poem. In between performances,
judges critique their individual performances.

“I like competing because I like sharing poetry with
others. Beyond the competition aspect, Poetry Out
Loud is a celebration of the spoken word, something
I admire and am totally fascinated by. Poetry Out
Loud gives me the opportunity to share poetry with
others and hopefully make them feel the feelings
that the poet was trying to produce,” says senior
and past winner Skyler Rossi.

The night was filled with musical performances as
well. The band Earthworms on Fire made up of
CHS students, Dylan Markulec, Jillian Ashcraft,
Kanon Shambora and Claire King provided fun, and
Congrats to all who participated in this year’s Poetupbeat musical entertainment during judging sesry Out Loud competition and good luck to Lucy
sions.
Glover as she advances further in the competition!
The judging panel included, Principal Tana Smith,

Independent Study Spotlight: Ben Marshall
By: Sophia Lo
It’s that time of the year- seniors are
beginning to choose their colleges and
majors. Because he wanted to earn
college credit while learning more
about his intended major, senior Ben
Marshall chose to study AP Computer
Science with the help of his advisor,
Ms. Morgan.
Since Marshall is hoping for college
credit, he is currently preparing for
the AP Computer Science exam in
May. The AP exam covers a wide
range of topics, like designing and analyzing solutions to problems, using
The Bulldog Reporter

algorithms and data structures, and
learning Java. To prepare for this exam, Marshall has been working
through a computer science textbook,
and he plans to start using an AP review book soon.
As a future computer science major,
studying computer science has helped
Marshall immensely. He’s been able to
program a video game and worked on
a project to program eye-tracking software, which lets someone use a computer by moving their eyes. His studies have also improved his programming abilities for the school’s robotics
team.

have completed an independent study
create and present a final project to
several of their teachers. Although
Marshall isn’t quite sure of what his
final project will be yet, he plans to
center the project around language
processing or image processing.
Marshall believes that one of the best
aspects of the independent study program is the freedom that it gives the
students. He said, "I like that the program is as self-guided as you want it to
be. Your advisor can provide help if
you need it, but if you have a good
plan and keep a log of what you’re
doing, you can also be very independent.”

At the end of the year, students who
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Independent Study
Spotlight: Anna Antal
By: Sophia Lo
Most students in high school dread math, and once
finished with calculus, we’re more than ready to take
a break from solving equations, finding area, and
solving for x. But for others, math is a way to explain
the world around us. This year, junior Anna Antal is
studying math analysis independently, a subject that
involves both calculus and topology, with the help of
her advisor, math teacher Ms. Theresa Thorwart.

Antal especially enjoys this aspect, saying, “You are
never left to wonder why something works the way it
does, because every step to reach that theorem is
proven. What interests me about math is that there
is an insane amount of information out there, and it
is always growing.”
Proving theorems is no doubt a difficult task, and
the thought process is unlike a typical math class.
From working on proofs, Antal has developed problem-solving skills and perseverance.
For Antal, the independent study program allows
her to pursue a subject she’s passionate about while
taking pressure off of grades. She mentioned, “What
I really appreciate about the concentrated study program is the freedom that if offers. I have the opportunity to study something that I am really interested
in without the constant pressure of quizzes or tests
or getting a good grade. It allows me to focus on
what really matters: the learning itself.”

Like in a usual math class, Antal works from the
textbook, Principles of Mathematical Analysis by
Walter Rudin. By using calculus and topology (the
study of geometric spaces that remain the same under changing conditions, like stretching or bending),
math analysis covers topics including fields, comOf course, the independent study program takes
pact sets, metric spaces, and sequences and series.
dedication and a lot of effort, but for those who are
Math analysis also involves proving mathematical
interested in a subject the school might not offer,
theorems, like the Mean Value Theorem.
this is a wonderful opportunity!
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HVCHS Marching for Equality
By: Julia Drake
On Saturday, January 21, 2017, people all across the globe gathered together in a movement that will go down as one of the largest protests in history.
The Women’s March on Washington was a peaceful protest organized by
women and activists who wanted to create a protest to encourage their
motto that “women’s rights are humans rights.” However, the march was
not only to promote women’s rights, but also immigration reform, LGBTQ
rights, racial inequities, workers' issues, and environmental issues.

ive atmosphere as we were surrounded by so many likeminded people. I
was inspired by the fact that people travelled from all over the place to
participate. We met a woman who told us that she had been so moved by
the march that she hopped on a plane from Germany the night before and
was heading back once the march ended!”
Her sister, senior Natalie Kinnamon was also empowered by the march.
“The atmosphere was peaceful and powerful. Men women and children of
different backgrounds, ethnicities, sexual orientation and religions marched
together as one. It was incredible to be a part of the huge number of people
marching for freedom and equality,” she said.

Junior Shannon Gribbins marched in Trenton with her mom. She said,
The main march was the Women’s March in Washington D.C., in which
“There were so many people of every age with signs and inspiring shirts. I
over 597,000 people from all over the world participated, wielding signs, t- wanted to march for equality and it was definitely cool to be a part of
shirts and hats advertising the causes they were marching for. They first
something so much bigger than myself.”
listened to speeches from celebrities and activists on each different topic
from 11:00 to 1:00; then they marched through the heart of the city.
Like the Kinnamons, senior Ruth Wyckoff also marched on Washington.
“Everyone was so upbeat and friendly, and I was inspired by the communiSister marches full of both men and women popped up all over the globe,
ty of people there. It felt like I knew everyone even though I was surroundincluding a march in LA which was predicted to have around 80,000 peoed by strangers. There were moments when hundreds of people were singple but ended up having over 750,000 in attendance and 250,000 people
ing and chanting together. It was really beautiful. It felt good to know that
marched in New York City. Marches were held in Philadelphia, Trenton,
people who maybe were afraid on their own were brave together. The
Boston, Denver, Seattle, Chicago, London, Portland and hundreds of other march was empowering because it showed that there is strong support
cities in the US and around the world as well, most with over 100,000 peo- system for people of all backgrounds, races, genders and identities who are
ple in attendance.
willing to share their voices,” she said.
Among these marchers were some HVCHS students and faculty that shared Her brother, senior Ben Wyckoff, joined her. He said, “Everyone was
their experiences at these different marches on Saturday.
accepting of each other and it was a really uplifting experience knowing
that there were a lot of people who share our feeling on equality for all. My
Senior Naomi Kinnamon marched in Washington with her mom and sister. favorite part of the experience was seeing all the people that were there.
She said, “It was probably the biggest and most amazing thing I have ever We were in the middle of the people and we literally couldn’t see the edge
taken part in. Whether it was for black equality or women’s rights, people of the crowd.”
marched together and chanted together. It was a very positive and support-

The Lack Of Women’s
Education Can Be
Solved

Effects Of Low Literacy Rates For
Women in India
Recent studies and common sense has found
out that illiterate women suffer way more
than literate women. India has a population
of 1.252 billion people, and the government
By: Ameya Pathak
is trying to stabilize that number. However,
Introduction
uneducated women have higher fertility and
mortality rates, along with malnutrition. It’s
“Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world,” said not only the women who suffer, but also
their children. Surveys have found that inNelson Mandela. People often take their
fant mortality is inversely related to the
education for granted because they live in
mother’s education level, which means the
countries like the United States. But they
forget that there are people out there, on the children go through the same hardships as
mothers. There is even lack of awareness in
same planet, who have far less privileges
women which leads them to not know their
than they do. Women’s literacy rates are so
own fundamental rights. The lack of educamuch lower than men’s rates in India because up until high school, the price to go to tion among women leads to poverty, and
school is very low. It’s the college prices that poverty itself is one of the main reasons that
women are illiterate. If only, as a whole socistop many women from going, because no
matter what country you’re in, a good college ety, we could help raise literacy rates for
women in countries like India.
is always more costly than a good high
school. We must help these women attain
college-level education, because after all, this The Princeton Foundation For Peace
is our planet and these are our people.
And Learning
Recently, my family has established a foun-
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dation which would support women in education and help them with fees for college
five years ago in Banaras, India. Today, we
spread word about it wherever we go. We
started with 10 girls and are now up to 55,
and we have even expanded their horizons
from India to neighboring countries like
Nepal, Thailand, and even Mauritius.
Raminder Pathak, chairwoman of this foundation, has given three motives to this foundation: education, with an emphasis on
women, health awareness, and world peace.
Future Steps
Supporting these women would be the best
way to end this cycle of misery and poverty.
Education helps anyone and everyone
around us. Not only foundations, but the
government should help with this endeavor.
After all, this is a great way to help people
and end destitution. As J.R.R. Tolkien says:
“all we have to decide is what to do with the
time that is given us.” And what better use of
time?
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What to Expect from
Trump
By: Anna Salvatore
On January 20th, 2017, Donald J. Trump was sworn
in as the 45th President of the United States. In his
inaugural speech, President Trump painted a grim
picture of America. He described “rusted-out factories scattered like tombstones across the landscape
of our nation,” a broken education system, and
rampant drugs and crime as he looked out upon
the meager crowd. “This American carnage stops
right here and stops right now,” he insisted.
Now that Mr. Trump is our President, what is he
going to accomplish? How exactly does he plan to
stop “American carnage?”

viser, President Trump has filled two important
cabinet positions with pro-Russian appointments.
Trump has made it clear that he is willing to make
deals with Russia as well. He has offered to end
sanctions imposed on Russia if their number of nuclear weapons is “substantially reduced.”
We should also expect President Trump to repeal
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). He has not
made his feelings about Obamacare a secret, saying, “The ‘Unaffordable’ Care Act will soon be history.” Hopefully, Trump has an alternative in mind
for the millions of Americans insured by Obamacare.
Finally, we should expect President Trump to act on
immigration. He wants to combat illegal immigration by constructing a “big, beautiful wall” on the
Mexican border. This wall has been the target of
much skepticism (from Americans and Mexicans
alike). One of Trump’s own cabinet nominees, John
F. Kelly, expressed his doubts, saying, “A physical
barrier in and of itself will not do the job.”

Unfortunately, there is no clear answer. President
Trump has been unpredictable throughout his career. In a 2004 interview he said, “I probably identiOthers argue that the proposal is unrealistic. For
fy more as a Democrat… It just seems that the
economy does better under the Democrats than the one thing, Mexican president Enrique Peña Nieto
refuses to pay for a border wall under any circumRepublicans.”
stances. I regret and condemn the United States’
decision to continue with the construction of a wall
He also held liberal views on abortion and
that, for years now, far from uniting us, divides
healthcare. Since then, his ideas have changed to fit us… Mexico will not pay for any wall,” said Nieto
the Republican ballot. He now considers himself
on Twitter.
‘pro-life,’ meaning that he opposes abortion, and
plans to repeal Obama’s healthcare plan. It is diffiIt is likely that President Trump will give up on
cult to predict what President Trump will do in any
building a wall and turn to other methods of immigiven day, much less over the next four years.
gration reform. He may deport undocumented immigrants, prevent Muslims from entering the counAt least initially, we should expect President Trump try, and do anything else to “get control of our borto strengthen the relationship between the United
ders.”
States and Russia. President Vladimir Putin was one
of the first world leaders to congratulate Trump’s
Very few people predicted that Donald Trump
election victory, and has many reasons to be optiwould become President of the United States. His
mistic about America’s new President.
presidency promises to be just as unpredictable.
After all, by nominating Rex Tillerson as Secretary
of State and Michael Flynn as National Security AdPage 10
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Title: The Serpent
By: Paul Frank
About two weeks ago, two American stealth bombers obliterated
a Libyan ISIS training camp. Pentagon Press Secretary Peter
Cook stated in an address, “The ISIL terrorists targeted included
individuals who fled to the remote desert camps from Sirte in
order to reorganize, and they posed a security threat to Libya, the
region, and U.S. national interests.” U.S. airstrikes have played a
crucial role in containing the rise and sustaining of the extremist
group and prevent genocide.
However, force will not be enough; instead, a new strategy of
diplomacy over military must come to fruition. The strategy must
focus on three main goals that will be crucial in the destruction of
ISIS: containing and abolishing the threat to both Middle East
and global security, ending the humanitarian crisis affecting millions of Syrian and Iraqi civilians, and rejuvenating regional integrity to these governments.
The first step in obtaining regional cooperation in the fight
against extremism would be to propose that regions commit to
common principles while also responding to the Syrian humanitarian dilemma. This will prove to be difficult, as the Sunni-Shia
divide and lack of capacity for operations that have flooded the
Iraqi and Syrian regions stagger the possibility of retaliations.

The United States should urge for the appointment of a U.N. envoy to lead global responses to humanitarian crises. Once stability is restored to regions within the Middle East, the U.N. could
establish a plan for peacekeepers in more stabilized regions that
could be based on of previously successful peacekeeping missions.
Once ISIS has been thwarted within Iraq, it is necessary that we
eliminate all possibilities of a new caliphate forming out of ISIS.
An agreement between the U.S. and Iraqi governments would be
the first key step in any long-term effort to re-establish security
and counterterrorism within Iraq. The militaristic support of the
United States in Iraq relies on the effectiveness of Sunni outreach
because if it is unsuccessful, support for ISIS could increase at a
more rapid pace while infuriating the Sunni community.
The simplest way of gaining Sunni trust would be through the
supporting of Prime Minister Abadi, a strong supporter for the
inclusion of the Sunni community. If that was proven to not to be
sufficient, the U.S. could include their Sunni partners within Saudi Arabia to design a program similar to the Sons of Iraq program.

If political efforts came up short, the U.S. should provide military
support for the Iraqi Army’s war against ISIS. The United States
and allies could also assist in the restructure of Iraqi national security facilities and help reinstate the diversity of national security forces. The cooperation of the Kurdish forces would play a key
role in putting the militants on the defensive. Meanwhile, if the
However, the United States could potentially establish a multina- Sunnis were cooperative, then the U.S. could support the Kurdish
tional intelligence cell that could target both communications and forces, Iraqi army, and Sunni tribes in the retaking of regions.
economics. Bodies such as the Turkish National Intelligence Organization have gathered extensive knowledge of the northern
The imperative of removing President Assad from power must
Syrian region. They have several contacts that have provided
give way to more immediate danger of ISIS sanctuary. The Unitknowledge on the areas under ISIS’ control. Through regional
ed States should focus on accelerating efforts to assist moderate
coalitions and American military capabilities, direct attacks on
militants and other radical groups could lead to expelling the ex- groups, as they could help slow down extremist advances. However, the arming of Syrian revolutionaries would require the coortremist group.
dination of other regional allies such as the Sunni tribes in Syria.
Due to the already existent rivalry of Syrian Sunnis and ISIS, the
The next part would be to take the fight directly to ISIS. At the
U.S. would simply have to give the tribes the means to do so efmoment, the United States is the most prominent country in the
fectively.
fight against ISIS. However, it is now time for U.S. allies to create a strategy to help the region retaliate against ISIS. This includes the enhancement of law the previously-mentioned intelli- All efforts of strengthening regional offensives against ISIS hinge
gence cell that would assist in the counterattack of Western radi- on the way in which these changes are viewed by the public.
Once a transition in power has undergone within Syria, American
calization.
diplomats could focus on peace talks within the region.
According to INTERPOL, about 12,000 militants have migrated
to Iraq and Syria, and one-quarter of them are from Western
countries. The potential danger of radicalized Europeans returning home can’t be ignored.
The Obama administration took major leaps in the process of
creating international counterterrorism mechanisms with invoking several accords such as Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter
which underlined the potential threat ISIS is to global peace and
security. The U.N. Security Council could increase countries’
arsenal for suppressing terrorism and preventing radicalization.

The Bulldog Reporter

ISIS has managed to spread its venomous touch of merciless brutality, and while our airstrikes have managed to merely delay
their advance, it hasn’t stopped them. The policies of both the
former and current administrations seem to be satisfied by blocking the serpent’s path. Now is the time for the U.S. to project
strength to the world and demonstrate that we are willing to go
one step farther than anyone else; the time has come to cut off the
serpent’s head.
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Great Snacks for Eating Your
Feelings This Valentine’s Day
By: Bobbie Armstrong
A few large pizzas...
Since you’ll be totally alone this Valentine’s Day, go all out!
Ever wonder what a buffalo chicken, bacon, pepperoni,
ham, and pineapple pizza tastes like? Now is your chance
to find out! Order a few giant pizzas and eat them alone in
bed while watching Jeopardy reruns. Just make sure you
use a couple different voices on the phone when ordering
the pizzas, otherwise the delivery guy will know what a
complete loser you are.

teddy bear the same friend gave you, because her boyfriend just gave her way too many gifts. This snack goes
great some late night Fox news. Might as well get yourself
as angry and riled up as possible while you’re at it.
Roses...
Sure, roses can be pretty expensive, but if you buy the
cheap gas station ones your wallet shouldn’t suffer too
much. Your stomach however will, who knew thorns don’t
go down well. To ease the pain of thorns and Valentine’s
Day, wash the roses down with a glass of your favorite Capri Sun and animal crackers, to remember your childhood,
when Valentine’s Day was not such a painful experience.
In the end…

The Starbucks gift card you bought for yourself...

Remember that you are not alone. Millions people hate
Valentine’s
Day as much as you do. Unfortunately, your
Don’t actually bother going to Starbucks. Just eat the plasless
single
friends
are the ones who will post on social metic gift card that you purchased for yourself. Plastic condia,
so
your
Facebook
adventures will only make you feel
tains lots of good nutritional value, and either way, it’s betworse.
Instead,
stare
at
a blank wall for a few hours and
ter than the crap you would have spend it on at Starbucks.
wait for midnight, when the pain will subside.
Chocolates your friend gave you because her boyfriend
gave her so much...
These chocolates go great with the the stuffing from the

Student is Not Tired
By: Theo Evans
In a surprising turn of events, sophomore Patricia Walker
reported not feeling tired Tuesday afternoon.
According to Walker, “I slept well and woke up energized
and ready to start the day.”
This is the first recorded instance in over thirty years of a
Hopewell student not being tired. The last time was in
1984, when then-junior Mark Moore woke up from a five
month coma. Across New Jersey, there are an estimated
ten cases of high school student non-tiredness a year.

“I’m excited to hear about Patricia,” said Hopewell administrator Dan Robinson. “This is a promising indication that it
may be time to start the school day earlier.”
On Tuesday evening, Walker was inducted into the
Awake-Student Hall of Fame with a ceremony lasting until
11:30 PM.
Walker’s friends report that she seemed groggy Wednesday morning.

Public Service Spotlight: Junior Kind of Pushes in Chair
Before Leaving Media Center
By: Bobbie Armstrong

we were moved and inspired by Bries’ willingness to
serve the community, and put others above himself.
“He risked being a few seconds late to class in order to
help others, and that’s something that should be
acknowledged more often,” said Bries’ English teacher,
Ms. Wolfram. “In my decade of teaching at this school, I
have never seen a student so willing to kind of help others than Ryan.”

In an entirely selfless act, junior Ryan Bries kind of
pushed in his chair before leaving the Media Center.
Bries says he apologizes for not pushing in the chair
Concerning his heroism and public service, Bries told
entirely or throwing out his lunch, and will try and do betthe Hindquarter that he “didn’t realize” cameras were on ter next time, since he now knows there are cameras in
him. “If I had known, I would have thrown out the rest of the Media Center. What a hero!
my lunch before leaving,” Bries says. At the Hindquarter,

Inspiring! Student Still Maintaining C+ Average While
Binge Watching Friends
By Bobbie Armstrong

to come over and help her binge watch. “I’m just really blessed,”
she says.
However, it wasn’t always this easy. Kent’s teachers did not
take the news of her checking out of life as well, and she was
met with resistance. “They just didn’t seem to understand that
there is more to my life than just school. Watching a season of
‘Friends’ every night is also an important part of who I am. They
just needed to come to terms and accept that,” she says.

Hopewell sophomore Abby Kent says that she was worried her
stellar academic record was in danger when she began binging Kent says that she is in a good place in her life at the moment.
“Friends.” “I was trying to do too much,” Kent told the Hindquar- “I come home from school, watch ‘Friends’ until 2 am, and then
ter. “I wanted to have straight A’s and still binge watch ‘Friends.’ I get up for school a few hours later. It’s a really good schedule,
and I have a strong support system that makes it all possible,”
But eventually I realized what was really important.”
Kent says.
Kent says that her parents were very supportive in her decision
Kent sees herself as a Rachel, and says that she remembers a
to stop putting any effort into her school work. “For a while I
thought I could do both, but do you know how hard it is to watch math test that went particularly well, when she realized she real‘Friends,’ eat ice cream out of the carton, and do Algebra?” said ly could have it all. “The one where I got a D and not an F made
me realize just how blessed I was to be able to follow my
Kent.
dreams at such an early age,” Kent says.
Kent’s friends were also extremely supportive, and even offered
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Like what you see? If you
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month’s supplement, come
to 217 during Bulldog
Reporter meetings!

