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חנוכה שמח
DECEMBER 19
Jr. High 4:30 dismissal

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 14-18
Chanukah Vacation

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 19
School Resumes

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 20 & 26
Pre-School Parent Teacher
Conferences 7:00-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 24
PTA Ladies Paint Night
7:00 p.m. at Oakwood
(see attached flier)

4:39

When confronted with significant challenge, human nature may draw us towards despair. It is
o en hard to imagine the evolu on of a nega ve development into a posi ve situa on.
However, more o en than not, unbeknownst to man, hope is germina ng from within the
despair.
Parshas Miketz provides the first ray of hope since Yosef HaTzadik was sold to the Egyp ans and
subsequently incarcerated for a crime he did not commit. Upon receiving word that Yosef, the
Jewish youth, was blessed with the unique capability to interpret dreams, Pharaoh summoned
him. The pasuk tells us: vayeritzuhu min habor, And they rushed him from the dungeon – in
order to bring him before Pharaoh, (41:14). Why was it necessary to rush?
Radak suggests that royal e que e dictates the immediate execu on of his majesty’s
request. Sforno, however, comments that a Divine salva on is consistently delivered with haste,
as the Navi, Hoshea writes: ki krovah yeshuasi lavoh, For My salva on is near to come, (Hoshea
56:1). In fact, when Bnei Yisroel departed Egypt, their redemp on was delivered in such haste
that when Hakodosh Boruch Hu suddenly revealed Himself the dough had no me to
rise. Sforno further quotes the pasuk in Malachi, u’pisom yavo, And He will suddenly come,
(Malachi 3:1).
Yosef’s noble behavior prior to his incarcera on was rewarded measure for measure as he
emerged from slavery to monarchy. His mouth that refused to be unfaithful was rewarded when
Pharoah stated “by your mouth shall all people be sustained.” His body that refused to sin was
rewarded by Pharoah dressing it in fine linen garments. His neck that refused to bend in sin
merited a royal gold chain placed upon it. Yosef’s legs that refused to walk in the path of
transgression would now rest upon the King’s chariot, and his mind that had no inten on of
transgression was hailed by Pharoah as “wise” (Midrash Rabbah, Miketz 90:3).
Yosef’s sudden release and ul mate rise to power is indica ve of klal Yisrael’s future
des ny. Just as Yosef’s salva on was has ly facilitated, so too, with the advent of Moshiach, at a
moment’s no ce, our people will be delivered from exile to redemp on, to the Promised Land:
Eretz Yisrael.
The miracles of Chanukah also occurred quickly and unexpectedly. As we celebrate the fes val of
Chanukah, this mely message serves as a fountain of inspira on. Each individual and each
family confronted by any measure of challenge can hope and pray for a brighter future.
The Vilna Gaon comments that the twenty‐fi h word in the Torah is ohr, light. Indeed, on the
25th day of Kislev, over 2100 years ago, the Macabees kindled the menorah; they ignited the
eternal flame of the Torah, oblitera ng the darkness of the Hellenists – forever. A spark from the
light of that me con nues to maintain a presence in our hearts – even today.
May the flame of the menorah inspire us to reach ever greater heights; may this Chanukah bring
a brighter future for all; and may we soon merit the advent of Moshiach speedily in our mes.
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a freilechan Chanukah!

Jr. High School
Our division is looking forward to celebra ng Chanukah both in school and out of school. A spirited Chanukah mesiba is
planned for today (Wednesday) which will feature a special seudah, music and dance enhanced with musical
accompaniment by Rabbi Shmuel Yaakov Mann and Rabbi Nakdimen.
Rabbi Lichtenstein’s seventh grade class completed a comprehensive chazarah and celebrated with a swim and pizza
party at Yavne last Sunday. Rabbi Sturman’s eighth grade is gearing up for a grand bechina on all that they have learned
thus far this year. We wish them much hatzlacha!
Thank you to all the parents who a ended the recent parent/teacher conferences. Your partnership is certainly
appreciated and we hope to con nue deriving nachas from our talmidim!

Yeshiva Ketana
Chanukah is definitely in the air and the classrooms of the Yeshiva
Ketana. Many classes are making art projects and menoros and fun‐
filled class Chanukah par es are being planned. There is a “build a
crea ve menorah contest” that many boys are par cipa ng in as well.
Our first grade talmidim have been very busy as well. Rabbi Eiserman’s
class made yummy Chanukah cookies this week to take home and
enjoy. They completed their first perek of Chumash and learned the last
pasuk with Rabbi Dessler.
Mrs. Burnstein’s talmidim
made a breakfast siyum on
comple ng their first perek of Chumash. The class also recently took a special
trip to Unger’s when they completed learning six or seven parshios of
Shnayim Mikreh and their Morah organized a scavenger hunt which clue by
clue took them to Unger’s where they received special nosh bags from Mrs.
Malka Rosenberg in honor of their learning. May they con nue to shteig and
learn and make many more siyumim.
Rabbi Klein’s fi h grade talmidim have been busy making their Klei HaMishkan project
in class. This crea ve project is done in conjunc on with learning Parshas Terumah
which describes all of the Klei Hamishkan . We hope to display the finished projects
soon.
Mazel tov to Yitzchok Mann who celebrated his upsherin last week with both sets of
grandparents. Mazel tov to his parents and may the en re Mann and Elbogen family
derive much nachas from Yitzchok!
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Chanukah is being celebrated in so many different ways! Beautiful projects are going
home that show our students creativity as well as their hilchos Chanukah expertise.
We enjoyed a fun and meaningful Chanukah Chagigah themed “L’Hodos U’Lhallel”.
The girls heard a story about miracles from long ago, and Hadassah Gruen spoke to
us about her appreciation to Hashem after her accident. After all of the tefillos that
we davened for Hadassah, it is so inspiring to
have her speak to our whole student body
about her renewed appreciation for her working body and for her family!
We were honored to have Mrs. Shalva Klein, accompanied by Mrs. Ruchie Koval
on piano, lead our students in a Chanukah sing-along and kumzitz at our
chagigah. We had so much fun singing old Chanukah songs and learning new
ones! Then we enjoyed a donut decorating activity.
We will miss everyone over vacation, and can’t wait to see you back! We will
enjoy the last few days of Chanukah together with more special activities!

After learning about Pidyon Peter Chamor, Mrs. Greenwalds’ 10th grade Bekius class was lucky enough to have the
privilege of Rabbi Lebovics come speak to them about his own experience. He explained to the class in great detail
how he himself feverishly acquired a firstborn donkey, and how he had the chance to take part in this great
mitzvah. We are so appreciative to Rabbi Lebovics for enlightening us on this mitzvah, and taking the time to share
his fascinating story with us.
With convention now over, Yavne students have transitioned back to their regular schedule and we are proud of our
students! In the meantime, many letters and emails have come in expressing appreciation to Yavne staff and
students for an incredible convention!
Thank you to the many teachers who hosted Chanukah get-togethers in school or at their homes!

Thank you to our PTA and to Mrs. Shayna Kessler for coordinating this year’s Chanukah raffle… even if you have not
purchased tickets yet, you can still do so on Tuesday morning to still have a chance to win a great prize! The drawing
will start at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday.
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Classroom Close-Up: Mrs. Leclerc’s 6th Grade Boys
Today, Mrs. Leclerc's 6th-grade boys wrote creative
stories employing new knowledge from this week's
lessons based on Common Core standards concerning
points-of-view, different types of conflict, and settings.
Students were randomly assigned a point of view (1st
person, 2nd person, 3rd person), a conflict (man vs. self,
man vs. nature, etc.), and a setting, and got to work on
writing their own stories. The finishing products are
funny, creative, and many students plan on continuing
their tales independently.
"We picked numbers and letters to decide what to write
about. I did man vs. supernatural, 1st person, and the
setting of a school lunchroom and a nurses' office. It was
very fun."- Yonah Wolf
"In the 6th grade, Mrs. Leclerc's homeroom studied point
of view and had to do a fun story assignment. Each
student got to pick two numbers and one letter, and then
they had a sheet of paper. Each number and letter stood
for settings, points of view, and conflicts. We had lots of
fun." - Yosi Langsner
We are promoting development of core English skills and
curriculum in student centered ways. The more engaged
students are, the more “fun” they will have with learning.
Number Talks
How often do you hear a teacher say, “Girls, I do not hear
you talking.” Math class of 2017 looks and sounds much
different from what many parents remember. The picture
shows a group of four 2nd grade girls in Mrs Kaplan’s
math class ‘debating’ and explaining math reasoning.
Each girl has a toolbox of ways to look at and solve math
problems. Instead of using the memorized algorithm,
students are required to have a foundational

|

understanding of
number concepts
and
mental
strategies to solve
math
problems.
Thank you to Mrs.
Nancy Soclof, our
talented
and
dedicated
math
coach and to Mrs.
Kaplan who has
taken the reigns
and are leading a class of math leaders!
Recess P.L.A.Y Awards
We would like to acknowledge our latest two Recess
PLAY award recipients, Rena Zuckerman in 6th grade and
Malka Silver in 1st grade. We look forward to continuing
to encourage healthy play spring term with new
initiatives and twists to keep it exciting and fun!
Growth Mindset Acknowledgements for November
The Gemara in Megillah (6b) quotes the famous phrase
of “If someone tells you that they worked hard and did
not succeed, do not believe them…” because when one
works hard, learning, growth, and cognitive development
all take place. Our brains are muscles and the more we
use them, the stronger they will become.
November
is
the
first
Growth
Mindset
Acknowledgements for the school year. Our staff has
been developing and supporting the importance of
“Working Hard” and the following students (listed on the
next page) are being recognized for progress in this area.
We will be adding other Growth Mindset categories as
the school year continues.
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GIRLS
1st Grade Girls: Chaya Meisels, Esti Klahr 2nd Grade Girls: Raizy Garfinkel, Bracha Kielski 3rd Grade Girls: Ahuva
Neuman 4th Grade Girls: Nechama Marcovich, Chani Sturman 5th Grade Girls: Yehudis Mann 6th Grade Girls:
Rochel Clements, Rivkah Clements
BOYS
1st Grade Boys: Shalom Bulley, Meir Zelig Kutoff, Yaakov Perl, Aharon Finegold, Sruli Rudner 2nd Grade Boys: Zevy
Joseph, Dovid Blech, Gavriel Goldman, Boaz Smith, Yehuda Berner, Efrayim Finegold, Meir Schwartz 3rd Grade Boys:
Mendele Friedman, Azi Keller, Noam Mikhli, Yitzy Silver, Benjamin Solowitch, Yishai Wolf
4th Grade Boys: Tuvia
Borochovitz, Chanania Weiss, Elazar Finegold, Avraham Post 5th Grade Boys: Daniel Firestone, Coby Klarfeld, Yehuda
Kohn, Reuven Scheinerman, Shmuel Davidovich, Yeruchum Sokol, Sachi Neuman 6th Grade Boys: Zelig Silverberg,
Avrumy Matitia, Yehuda Aryeh Yuspeh

What an exciting, extremely short week we had in preschool!
Chanukah finally arrived! The children have been learning about this yom tov for a month,
heard the story of the nissim of Chanukah, learned how to light the menorah and the brachos to
make, sang many songs, baked cookies, and pretended to be latkes jumping and hopping in the
frying pan. And, finally, they brought home all the wonderful projects that they made to share
with their families.
The four year olds had their annual Chanukah Chagiga
with songs about the Maccabim, dreidels, candles, and
even a song in more than one language. Many proud parents attended this gala
event and shepped nachas from their children as they went from booth to booth
enjoying one on one time with their child. Everyone was so excited to make a
beautiful project, decorate cookies, assemble puzzles, play games, and make cereal
necklaces. But, the best part was that our children and parents enjoyed all of this
together.
Morah Shoshana and Morah Shanie’s children had a dreidel hunt in their classroom.
Lights were shut and the children used flashlights to find the 8 hidden dreidels which
were hiding all over their room. What fun they had when each dreidel was discovered.
Please reserve the date. Mrs. Aliza Feldman will be giving an informative presentation to our preschool parents on children’s
development and possible red flags. It will be held on Monday, January 15, from 8-9:30 in the auditorium and we urge our
parents to attend.
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School Closings
In the event of inclement weather, our school closings will be communicated via the school hotline at 216.321.5838
ext. 167; on the WTAM 1100 website of school closings, and, most convenient, is the Remind text alerts. For those
who have not yet signed up, please see the attached flier for detailed instructions.

Condolences to
Mr. Jeffrey, Ms. Ellie and Mr. Yudi Silber on the passing of their father, Mr. Irv Silber, ז‘‘ל.

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Mazel tov!


Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe Freedman on the birth of twin grandsons to Rabbi and Mrs.
Betzalel Freedman.



Dr. & Mrs. Howard Goldman on the birth of a grandson to Josh and Chaya Goldman.
Mazel tov to Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Goldman and Mr. & Mrs. Yale Miller.



Dr. & Mrs. Shmuel Goldstein on the bar mitzvah of Yehuda.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Gizelle Goldstein and Mr. & Mrs. Morton Kriger.



Mr. & Mrs. Motty Scheinerman on the birth of a granddaughter to Yossi and Sora Faiga Scheinerman.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Ellie Scheinerman, Rabbi & Mrs. Ephraim Nisenbaum and Mr. & Mrs. Yaakov
Nisenbaum.



Rabbi & Mrs. Akiva Udman on the birth of a son.
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Sign up for important text updates from
The Hebrew Academy. Follow the instructions
below to join the “class” you want to follow.

Text the message below to 81010. You will receive a
short text asking for you to confirm your enrollment.
Hebrew Academy Families

@hac613

To:

Beachwood Bus

@bchwd

81010

Cleveland Hts. Bus

@chbus

Early Childhood

@ec1860

Message:

Girls Elementary

@ge613

@hac 613

Oakwood Campus

@yhs613

Taylor Road Campus

@taylor613

Univ. Hts. Bus

@uhbus

Wickliffe Bus

@wickbus

Yavne High School

@yavne

Yeshiva Ketana (boys)

@yk613

There is no need to reenroll if you joined last year.

Please call 216.321.5838 ext. 122 for more information.

If you don’t have a smartphone, you can still get text notifications. Text the message @hac613 to the
number 81010. If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @hac613 to (216) 672-5429.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/hac613 on a desktop computer to sign up for email
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HEBREW ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND PTA PRESENTS A

Ladies paint night

SERVING SOUPS SALADS
PASTRIES COFFEE

GUEST SPEAKER
RUCHI KOVAL

7PM | SUNDAY
DEC. 24, 2017
$10

CO-FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR OF THE JFX, PARENTING
COACH, INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER, AND AUTHOR

OAKWOOD CAMPUS | 1516 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD.

