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WUHSD Students Celebrate through Song at Choral Festival

T

he choirs of Whittier Union’s five comprehensive high schools celebrated through
song during the district’s annual Choral
Festival, performing music
ranging from uplifting classical works to festive favorites.
With Whittier College’s
Memorial Chapel as their
setting, choral groups from
California, La Serna, Pioneer,
Santa Fe and Whittier high
schools each had the opportunity to perform three
pieces and then receive a critique from award-winning
composer and conductor
Christian Grases, the adjudicator for this year’s event.
The annual concert is a
unique opportunity for the
choirs and their directors to
come together to listen and

learn from each other, as well as from a wellrespected adjudicator, noted Whittier Union
Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson. But mostly

it is a chance to share a beautiful morning of
music, she said.
“I encourage you to share your voices, share
your music,” Thorstenson said
to students. “It brings a joy that
can’t be replicated in any other
way – give the gift of music to
your families.”
In his critiques, Grases, who
is an assistant professor of choral
music at the University of Southern California and conductor of
the USC Thornton Concert Choir,
encouraged the students to project their voices and to truly think
about the message in the music as
well as the notes in order to communicate with their audience.
“This is the perfect event for
students to grow,” Grases said
after the concert. “It is the perfect
continued on page 8

Santa Fe High Achieves Golden Bell Award for On-Campus Mental Health Services

S

anta Fe High School recently received a
Golden Bell Award from the California
School Boards Association for its oncampus social-emotional support services to
students.
Established in 2006, Santa Fe High’s Serenity Program provides direct mental health
services on campus to support students expe-

riencing emotional and social barriers that are
affecting their academic achievement. These
mental health services include, but are not
limited to, individual and group counseling.
“For nearly six years now, the Serenity
Center at Santa Fe High has been filling an
indispensible need for our students and their
families,” said Santa Fe High School Princi-

pal Kevin Jamero. “Together with the school’s
teaching and administrative personnel, this innovative program has assisted more than 1,200
students, giving them the ability to succeed not
only in academics but also in their behavioral,
psychological and emotional lives.”
These social-emotional support services
continued on page 8
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Superintendent’s Message

Sandra Thorstenson
Superintendent

A

s we begin the New Year I would like to express my gratitude to our Whittier Union
parents and the communities we serve for
their continued support of our ongoing efforts to
improve the well-being and ability to achieve for
every one of our students. Your support of our educational community has played a significant role
in the success of our students. They have demonstrated remarkable achievement levels at every
school in multiple indicators for more than 10 years.
As you know, Whittier Union has made a commitment to our community to modernize each
of our campuses in order to provide outstanding

school facilities for all of our students. We appreciate that our community has twice voted with
overwhelming endorsement to support this effort
through facilities bonds, which provide the funds
for these necessary projects.
Unfortunately, the recession has had a negative impact on assessed valuation of property and
therefore on bond valuations, creating an $18
million gap in the facilities funding available to
improve and maintain our high schools.
As you will read in this newsletter, this decrease
has required us to make a difficult decision to increase bond rates over the next nine years. This
decision will mean that the average homeowner
in our District annually will pay $25.56 more in
property taxes during that time. This option was
the most cost effective to our community.
This was not an easy decision and it was only
reached after several months of very careful study.
Ultimately it was evident that this change was necessary in order to fulfill our commitment to the
community to keep our schools strong.
The New Year will also bring significant changes
in the way our schools are funded, which will involve valued input from our parents and community members. Instead of allocating funds for
programs and services that the state determines
are priorities, the new Local Control Funding Formula gives local school boards control over how
to use funds.
This new funding formula calls for each public

Whittier Union to
Hold LCAP Meetings

T

he new Local Control Funding Formula gives local school boards
control over how to use state funds.
Whittier Union is seeking input from parents and interested community members
on its Local Control Accountability Plan
(LCAP) that will guide the expenditure of
these funds.
The District is hosting four district parent/community meetings to discuss the
LCAP. All meetings will be held at 6 p.m.
in the Board of Trustees meeting room,
9401 S. Painter Avenue, Whittier, CA 90605.
For information, visit: www.wuhsd.org or
call (562) 698-8121.

The LCAP meeting dates are:
n Thursday, January 23
n Thursday, February 13
n Thursday, March 20
n Wednesday, April 9

continued on page 8

WUHSD Adjusts Measure W Finance Plan

I

n order to address recessionary impacts to
WUHSD facilities bond values since 2008,
beginning in 2014, the average homeowner
in Whittier and Santa Fe Springs will see a
property tax increase of, on average, $25.56 annually for nine years.
The action will allow the District to continue
its Measure W campus improvement projects at the lowest cost to local taxpayers, said
WUHSD Associate Superintendent of Business
Services Paul Muschetto.
WUHSD is responsible for managing its
facilities bonds, ensuring taxpayers are paying the lowest, most prudent tax rates that will
most efficiently maintain our community’s
high schools, Muschetto said. But in order to
meet this obligation, the District has had to
make the adjustment, he said.
“The recent economic downturn drastically
impacted bond valuations, creating an $18
million gap in the facilities funding available to
improve and maintain our local high schools,”
Muschetto said. “For this reason, bond rates
over the next nine years will be increased by,
on average, $25.56. These funds will directly
improve the campuses of La Serna, California,
Whittier, Santa Fe and Pioneer high schools.”
The decision to increase bond rates was not

made lightly, said WUHSD Superintendent
Sandra Thorstenson.
“We are all sensitive to the economic realities
of homeowners within our District, so this was
a very hard decision,” Thorstenson said. “But
we are making this change because we feel it’s
in the best interest of our students, schools and
community to keep our commitment to complete the modernization of our campuses so that
we can provide the positive, safe learning environments that our students need and deserve.”
Measure W is a $75 million general obligation bond that was approved by 72 percent of
Whittier Union High School District voters on
Nov. 4, 2008 for the purpose of improving campus facilities. After the passage of Measure W,
the District accessed approximately $38 million
of the authorization. The District has leveraged
both Measure W and previous bond Measure C
(a $98 million authorization approved by voters
on March 2, 1999) to win competitive funding
available through state and federal programs.
Once complete, the WUHSD school modernization program will deliver more than $337 million in benefits for local high school students.
The decision to refinance Measure W was
made following a process that included three
public study sessions held in the fall. A special
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meeting was also held on Dec. 9 with the Citizen’s Oversight Committee and a wide representation of parent leaders from each school in
order to inform them of this change and provide for a question and answer session.
The District explored numerous financing
scenarios which evaluated the use of Capital
Appreciation Bonds (“CABs”) and their repayment cost relative to the use of Current Interest Bonds (“CIBs”) and their impact to tax rates,
District officials said.
CABs are deferred interest bonds that do
not pay any interest until their maturity date.
Bonds can also be issued as CIBs, which pay
ongoing interest payments on a semiannual
basis. CABs are typically cheaper in real time,
with lower up-front payments, but they may
have higher interest rates and can cost the
community more to finance. CIBs typically
have a slightly higher up-front cost, but are
typically less costly to finance over time.
“The District reviewed and considered the
impact to taxpayers today vs. taxpayers tomorrow,” said Muschetto. “Given the new landscape for bonds and the high cost of CABs, the
District determined that the most responsible
and lowest cost financing option was to proceed utilizing only the lower-cost CIBs.”

Early College Academy Students Gain College Credit, Experience

P

ioneer student Briana Torres says joining
the Rio Hondo Early College Academy at
Pioneer was the best decision she made during her high school career.
“The Early College Academy has helped me
evolve into the person I want to become,” said
Torres, a senior. “I am really grateful for the
program because I feel I have a great head start
on my future.”
Torres said she plans to major in journalism at a
four-year university. She will be the first in her family to attend college and said gaining college experience while at Pioneer has given her the confidence
to pursue her dream. She said she is applying to 15
colleges and universities, including the University of
Southern California and Barnard College.
Torres is one of 54 Pioneer students now in the
Academy. By the time she and her 27 fellow senior Academy classmates graduate, they will have
completed six college-level courses.
“With the third semester of the Academy completed, the first Academy students are realizing
the fruits of their efforts,” said Pioneer Counselor
Yolanda Martinez, who oversees the Academy.
“They have adapted to a college-level workload,
discovered their potential within a college-level
classroom and gained practical life skills.”
It’s not easy balancing a college class with their
regular high school course load and extracurricular activities, but students say it is worth the effort.
“It has taught us how to structure our day,
organize, plan, prioritize,” said Amanda Torres,
a senior. “It really prepares you for college life.”
Last semester, junior students in the academy
met every Tuesday and Thursday after school for
“Public Speaking 101” – a course taught by Rio
Hondo Professor Mary Kay Woudenberg at Pioneer. Woudenberg says this is not your parents’
speech class as she incorporates new technology

Pioneer High School juniors have completed their first full semester in the new Rio Hondo Early College Academy.

into the course and teaches students to be aware
of the image they project not only in the classroom but also in social media.
“The world is operating at a whole different
level and I am teaching them to be aware of how
they present themselves in every aspect of their
lives,” Woudenberg said. “I’ve seen them mature
and I am excited about that.”
The Early College Academy, a free program for
Pioneer students, kicked off in 2012. The two-year
program provides students with the opportunity
to receive 18 college credits that are transferrable
to a community college, four-year California State
University or University of California program.
Students take one college-level course a semester at no cost. Pioneer High covers the cost of
books, while Rio Hondo College pays for the college instructors. Tutors for study sessions are paid
for by LEARN’s PREP Program.

The Whole Child Partners with Whittier High
School to Provide On-Campus Support

W

hittier High School is now providing oncampus mental health services through
a partnership with The Whole Child, a
local non-profit organization whose mission is to
restore children’s emotional health.
The Whole Child’s Dana Slay and Brenda Pulido are both Associate Clinical Social Workers
and are on campus every day working closely with
school counselors to provide services to students
who need emotional support. Students meet in
an area dubbed “The Gallery,” where there are
plans to fill the space with student artwork.
Slay and Pulido also are working to familiarize
students, parents and teachers with the services
they provide, which include group and individual
therapy. These services are provided at no cost
to students and their families through Medi-Cal.
“We are educating students and parents that
being a teenager is difficult in and of itself and
when there are other stressors going on such as
loss, divorce, trauma, depression, anxiety, anger,
we can provide emotional support,” Slay said.

“Because we are here at school, it makes it
convenient for students so we have a much better
turnout and we are consistently seeing students
each week,” she said.

The partnership is made possible through a
grant from the Los Angeles County Department
of Mental Health Services.
Whittier High School students and parents interested in more information should contact the
school counseling office at (562) 698-8121, ext. 2030   
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Students begin taking courses the summer
before their junior year, starting with the introductory course “Counseling 101: College and
Life Success.”
Pioneer sophomores wishing to apply to the
Early College Academy for 2014–15 must have
a 2.5 GPA or higher; a C or higher in algebra; a
C+ or higher in English; and a good showing on
standardized tests. They must also submit a letter
of recommendation and a personal essay. Once
students are selected, parents are required to participate in an orientation

Students Bond on
ASB Night

A

ssociated Student Body members
from each of Whittier Union’s
high schools bonded over tacos,
challenging games and gifts during the
annual ASB Night held in the Sierra Gymnasium. Hosted this year by Pioneer High
School, the evening was an opportunity
for the student leaders to get to know one
another better, share ideas, build District
unity and just have fun.

The event also gave ASB students a
chance to meet the Board of Trustees
over dinner and attend a Board meeting
to learn a little bit about how the District
is governed by its elected representatives.
Students packed the Board’s meeting
room and had the opportunity to introduce themselves. It was a high-energy evening! To see an ASB Night photo gallery,
visit: www.wuhsd.org

Local Teachers Collaborate on New Common Core State Standards

M

ore than 50 Whittier-area teachers and
administrators recently gathered to collaborate on strategies to implement the
new Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in
mathematics for middle and high school students.
Designed to build students’ problem solving
skills and provide them with a deeper understanding of math, the new standards that officially go into effect in the 2014-15 school year are
much more rigorous than the previous standards,
teachers said. By working together, Whittier’s
teachers and administrators said they hope to
smooth the transition to the new requirements.
“We’re banding together to develop consistency, rigor and high expectations in order for
students to graduate ready for college and careers, which is what CCSS is designed to do,” said
Stephanie Swan, a California High School math
teacher who was one of the main presenters at the
meeting held at the Whittier Union High School
District. Swan works closely with fellow teachers as a Whittier Union Curriculum Assessment
Support Coach and is also an adjunct professor at
Biola University.
Seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade teachers
and administrators from the Whittier Union High
School District, Whittier City, East Whittier, South
Whittier, Little Lake and Los Nietos elementary
school districts met at Whittier Union for a day
of discussions. It was the second of three such inter-district meetings on the new math standards
planned this year. A similar meeting for English

teachers was held earlier
in the fall and a second is
scheduled for the spring.
Whittier’s public school
districts have been meeting regularly since the
1990s to develop a coherent and consistent curriculum for kindergarten - to
12th-grade levels, so the
structures were in place for
coming together to implement CCSS, said Carlye
Olsen, Whittier Union’s
Director of Staff Development, Assessment and Accountability.
“We want this to continue to be a partnership Pioneer High School teacher Lisa Ceja guides her ninth grade algebra students
and collaborate as we go through a Common Core activity.
through this transition toStandards,” Thorstenson said. “I know our comgether in order to support both the students and
munity’s students will greatly benefit from our
the teachers,” Olsen said.
meeting of the minds.”
Such inter-district teamwork to implement
Local school districts have had to work hard
Common Core is rare, but essential to ensure the
to develop a commonality in curriculum, instrucbest possible outcomes for all K-12 students, said
tional strategies and assessments and that has
Whittier Union High School District Superintenturned out to be advantageous for Whittier’s student Sandra Thorstenson.
dents, said Phillip Perez, Superintendent of the
“We are very fortunate to have the solid reLittle Lake City School District. He said the ongolationships in place among our local school dising inter-district sharing of Common Core stratetricts in order to accomplish this high level of
gies will help ensure that middle school students
implementation of the new Common Core State
leave eighth grade prepared for high school math.
“I’ve worked in two different unified school
districts and I think because we are not unified
here in Whittier we devote great effort to provide
continuity in instruction,” Perez said. “As a result,
attention to student needs, student perforI think we’re as strong, if not stronger, than a unimance and use of resources.
fied school district.”
“It is wonderful to be recognized as an
At a meeting earlier in the fall, math teachAdvanced Level Instructor for such an outers concentrated on the changing standards for
standing program,” Miller said. “The Cisco
eighth-grade math, Algebra 1 and Geometry
classes in order to better prepare students for
advanced mathematics later in their high school
years. In November, instructors delved into understanding the standards of mathematical practices
that will help them teach students how to find multiple approaches to problems, instead of just trying
to find a shortcut to an answer, Olsen said.
“We want students to be able to use these
math practices to think like mathematicians and
get involved in the process of mathematics, applying their problem-solving skills to real-world
situations, which is one of the objectives of the
new standards,” Olsen said.
In the classroom, Pioneer High School math
teacher Lisa Ceja said students are finding the
new Common Core state standards for Algebra I
challenging, but more engaging as students work
together in small groups to solve problems.
Dave Miller holds his award from the Cisco
“Our Common Core assignments go beyond
Corporation.
mere calculations, requiring students to think
critically, extrapolate, estimate, use all of the
Corporation has networking academies in
math practices they are learning and work to165 countries – to be recognized in the top
gether in order to solve the real-world problems
25 percent globally is indeed an honor and
that are presented to them,” Ceja said. “That’s
a privilege.”
a big part of making sure they really know what
they’re doing.”

Business Academy Teacher Receives Global Award

D

ave Miller, a Santa Fe High School
business teacher and Director of its
Business Academy, has received an
award for being an Advanced Level Instructor
from the Cisco Corporation for his impressive accomplishment and the exceptional
contributions he’s made to the education of
his Business Academy students in the Cisco
Networking Certification Program.
Miller recently was honored with the
global recognition, which was developed to
formally acknowledge outstanding accomplishments and contributions of instructors
and academies around the world. Miller uses
Cisco’s global education program to augment
his teaching skills and engage and support
students’ learning. Students learn to design,
build, maintain and support real world networks through the program, Miller said.
The Cisco Networking Academy Recognition Program utilizes a globally consistent set
of guidelines, processes and tools to recognize
the outstanding performance, contributions
and milestones of instructors, academies and
partners.
This award recognizes Miller’s achievements as one of the top 25 percent of instructors globally in participation in online
instructor communities, number of professional development opportunities completed,
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La Serna’s Football Team Wins CIF Championship

L

a Serna’s football team won the CIF-SS
Southeast Division championship in a thrilling final game clinched by a final touchdown that gave the Lancers a 41-38 victory over
Norwalk in double overtime.

It was an incredibly close championship contest between the Lancers and top-seeded Norwalk, but the Lancers never gave up and fought
for the title they had been so close to earning in
past seasons.
“We’re so proud of our team and their accomplishment,” said La Serna Principal Ann Fitzgerald. “Their perseverance truly paid off and now
they can enjoy being champions.”

Lost Boy of Sudan’ and Author Judy Bernstein
Speak to La Serna High Students

B

ringing to life the atrocities of the civil
war that he experienced as a boy in
Sudan, Africa, and later chronicled in a
book, Alephonsion Deng and co-author Judy
Bernstein spoke to more than 250 La Serna
High School students and their parents during a special visit.
La Serna’s AP Human Geography students
recently read the book that Deng, his brother
and cousin wrote with Bernstein titled, “They
Poured Fire on Us from the Sky: The True Story
of Three Lost Boys of Sudan,” published in
2005. Students and many of their parents were
so touched by it that parent Melissa Robertson
decided to contact Bernstein to arrange for the
visit. Teacher Lisa McCollum and parents then
raised the donations to make the talk possible.
During the civil war of the 1980s in Sudan,
2.5 million people were killed and 5 million
were displaced by the turmoil, forcing them
to flee their homeland and become refugees.
More than 20,000 were young boys like Deng,
who was only 7 years old when he ran to escape the government-armed Murahiliin who
attacked villages in order to lay claim to the oil
beneath the lands.
In his talk, Deng recounted his harrowing

thrilled that her students had the chance to
hear about the civil war in Sudan from someone who experienced it and was grateful to
parents for supporting the visit.
“The students were so engaged in everything Alepho had to say and I think it was
amazing for them to actually meet an individual from one of their books,” McCollum said.
“Both Alepho and Judy emphasized the importance of being aware of global events and I feel
that is what we do in our AP Human Geography
class every day. What a great affirmation!”

three-year journey through several refugee
camps until he, his brother and cousin finally
made it to a refugee camp in Kenya, where
United Nations workers registered them for
a relocation program that eventually brought
them all to live in San Diego. He said he had to
quickly learn about modern amenities such as
toilets, television and telephones, and to adjust
to many cultural differences.
Students and parents
said they were moved by
the presentation.
“The book was brought
to life in a way no other
book has ever been before
for me,” said Robertson’s
daughter, Markie Wagner,
a freshman. “Alephonsion
was so genuine, charismatic and such a great
storyteller that I felt transported back in time and
place to his life and experiences. He made the unimaginable journey of the
lost boys imaginable.”
Alephonsion Deng signs copies of his book, “They Poured Fire on Us from the
McCollum said she was Sky: The True Story of Three Lost Boys of Sudan,” for La Serna High students.
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Students Benefitting from Modernized Science Classrooms

A

t Santa Fe High School, students and teachers are benefitting from four newly modernized general science classrooms in
building Y. The remodeled science classrooms
include new lab tables and sinks, furniture and
plentiful storage space.
Work on the second phase of Santa Fe’s modernization of its athletic fields continues and includes
updating the varsity and junior varsity baseball and
softball fields and installing new backstops, bullpens, dugouts, batting cages and fencing.
Plans are also underway to enlarge the patio
area near building B and construct new shade
structures. There are also plans to remodel the
school cafeteria, with construction to begin later
this year. A temporary kitchen will serve students
during construction.
At California High School, work continues on
the remodeling of the entrance to Cal High’s main
gymnasium. The new entrance will feature ramps
for better access for the disabled, new benches,
planters and lighting.
The District will begin working on a new culinary arts academy classroom in building A in
2014. The project will include remodeling the existing facility with a new kitchen that will include
new appliances, cabinetry, tile floor and more.
La Serna High School’s gymnasium is slated
to have a new air conditioning system installed
in 2014. The gym will also be getting new bleach-

Santa Fe High School students and teachers are enjoying modernized science classrooms.

ers and a new roof. A classroom in the M building
is being remodeled to provide two classrooms.
In addition, installation of LCD projectors for
La Serna’s classrooms is underway and many of
them are up and running.
Preparations continue for Pioneer High
School’s new football stadium complex that will
feature a 7,000-seat stadium and a synthetic football-soccer field and track. This is the first phase
of the project and will also include updating the
baseball and softball fields.
The District is also awaiting state approval on

designs for a remodeled cafeteria at Pioneer.
At Whittier High School, there are plans in the
works for a new heating and air conditioning system for the Vic Lopez Auditorium. The school’s
gymnasium is also scheduled to have a new heating and air conditioning system installed in addition to improved lighting and a new roof.
Modernization projects across Whittier
Union’s campuses are made possible through
funds from Bond Measure W, which voters overwhelmingly approved in 2008 for the sole purpose
of improving campus facilities.

Three Students Honored by the Board of Trustees

E

very year, the Board of Trustees recogplishments. Torres and Becerra each received
lege. Torres has a long list of activities, having
nizes students from each district high
a special certificate of recognition from the
participated in Pioneer’s Film Club, Titans for
school for their academic success. The
Board at its November meeting.
Christ, Link Crew, Leo Club
students are selected by the principal and ad“These two young ladies have met a very
and Yearbook. Outside of
ministrators from each school. The students
high level of expectations and excelled,” said
school, she has served
receive special proclamations from the Board
Principal Monica Oviedo. “I am truly impressed
as a summer tutor at
for their efforts during the Board’s
with each of them and have no doubts about
her former middle
monthly meetings. Thus far, the
their future success well beyond college.”
school, Katherine Edfollowing students have been
Torres is a stellar student with a 4.1
wards. She also found
honored:
GPA. Torres has taken 11 honors and
time to participate in
Santa Fe High School senior
Advanced Placement courses and
Whittier Community
Ada Becerra
Christian Valadez was honored
is currently enrolled in AP
Theater, performing in
by the Board for his academic
English Literature, AP
more than seven full musical productions.
achievement and leadership as
American Government,
Becerra is also a top student with a 4.2
president of the school’s Associ- Christian Valadez Calculus AB and AP EnviGPA. She has also taken 11 honors and AP
ated Student Body.
ronmental Science. She
courses and is currently enrolled in AP
Valadez is ranked third in his class and
has received numerous honEnglish Literature, AP Government and
has achieved a 4.33 GPA having taken 16 AP
ors, including Top 100 each
AP Chemistry. She received numerous
and Honor’s courses. In addition to his service
year, Honor Roll each semester
honors, including Top 100 each year, all
to the school through ASB, he is also a memand membership to the Califorsemesters of Honor Roll, and membership
ber of Future Business Leaders of America, and
nia Scholarship Federation (CSF).
in CSF.
Amanda Torres
plays saxophone in Santa Fe’s marching band.
She also earned perfect scores on
Becerra represented Pioneer as a deleAfter graduation, Valadez plans to study enboth the English and math sections of the Caligate for Girls’ State and her school involvement
gineering and has applied to M.I.T., Stanford
fornia High School Exit Exam.
includes participation in the Cross Country
and Columbia universities.
Torres is also a member of the Rio Hondo
team, Leo Club, Sign Language Club and Tita“Christian, you are an amazing young man
Early College Academy at Pioneer and has
nette Revue. She also served as a summer tutor
and we are excited to see where your talents take
completed five community college courses.
for the Escalante program. Becerra will also be
you,” Santa Fe High School Principal Kevin JamShe plans to attend a four-year university
the first in her family to attend college and is a
ero said during his presentation to the Board.
and is applying to the University of Redlands,
member of Advancement Via Individual DeterPioneer students Amanda Torres and Ada
Azusa Pacific University and Pepperdine Unimination (AVID). She is applying to UCLA, UC
Becerra were both recently honored by the
versity. She would like to major in chemistry.
Riverside and UC Irvine and plans to major in
Board of Trustees for their academic accomShe will be the first in her family to attend colmechanical engineering.
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California High School Opens New Parent Center

K

nowing that parents’ involvement in their
children’s education is vital for high academic achievement, California High School
parent volunteers and administrators have
opened a new campus Parent Center that is designed to empower mothers and fathers with the
information they need to support their students.
Tucked away in a bright and cozy office space
off of the school’s main gymnasium, the Cal
High Parent Center is a place to connect parents to the people and resources they need to
ensure their children succeed in school, said Bill
Schloss, Principal of California High School.
“This is the beginning of something very special,” Schloss. “Several studies show that students

achieve higher levels of academic success when parents are involved in their children’s education. Our
Parent Center is here to assist parents in supporting
their children by providing them with the resources,
information and contacts to make that happen.”
Parent Teacher Student Association leaders
Armida Romero, Linda Lawson, Jessica Chhem,
Margarita Chulde and Maria Serpas played a key
role in the creation and development of the center
and are volunteering their time in the new space to
help parents. Cal High teacher, coach and parent
Angelica De La Rosa is the center’s teacher advisor and Richard Rodriguez, Assistant Principal of
Business and Activities, is overseeing the project.
“The focus here will be teamwork and the key

word is connection,” said Romero, who is also a
Cal High graduate. “We are here to connect with
parents and guide them to our administration,
staff, other parents, students and community.”
Complete with computers, comfortable furniture and a wealth of information in English and
Spanish, the Parent Center and its volunteers
are ready to assist, Romero said. The center offers parents the opportunity to learn how to use
computers to check on their children’s grades and
attendance, get information on a wide variety of
school programs and help them make appointments with school counselors.
For information on California High School’s
Parent Center, call (562) 698-8121, ext. 3171.

Whittier Adult School
Student Wins State
Award

W

hittier Adult School graduate
Cindy Perez recently received a
state award from the Outreach
and Technical Assistance Network for
Adult Educators for being a “Successful
Student.” She also received a special commendation from the Whittier Union Board
of Trustees for her accomplishments.

Parent volunteers and administrators celebrate the opening of Cal High’s new Parent Center.

Santa Fe High Students Donate Blankets
Whittier Adult School graduate Cindy Perez
recently received a state award from the Outreach and Technical Assistance Network for
Adult Educators.

S

anta Fe High School students donated more
than 100 colorful, handmade fleece blankets
to PIH Health in December as part of an ongoing project to give back to the community.
Marianne Cota, manager of volunteer services
for PIH Health, was on hand to accept the blankets that will go to children at the hospital.
“These beautiful blankets mean so much to our
hospital and to the children who will be comforted
by them,” Cota told the more than 85 students,
parents, counselors, teachers, staff, administrators and community members who gathered to
make blankets. “They will be put to good use.”
Santa Fe High students have been making blankets once a month since September as part of the
school’s Gratitude Project organized by counselor
Cheryl Redgate and the counseling team. The effort has attracted hundreds of student volunteers
each time and has been funded through donations
from a growing number of local businesses and organizations, including the school’s PTA.
“We do a great job teaching our students academics at Santa Fe,” Redgate said. “We also feel it

is important for them to understand their social
responsibility in our world and that we are much
more effective when we work together as a family of people toward a common cause of reaching
out to others.”
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Overcoming many personal challenges, Perez earned 13 certificates in
Career Technical Education classes and
now has a full-time job and an apartment
of her own. The job skills she acquired at
the Whittier Adult School have provided
her with the education she needed and
the skills required for her to be successful
in today’s job market.
“Cindy Perez quickly caught my attention because of her outstanding positive
spirit and her contagious enthusiasm for
learning,” said Audrey McKenna, a Whittier Adult School teacher who nominated
Perez for the award. “She excelled in every
course she took at the Whittier Adult
School because she always put forth 100
percent effort.

Santa Fe High Achieves Golden
Bell Award for On-Campus Mental
Health Services
continued from page 1

have contributed to an increase in attendance
rates, a decrease in the need for discipline, an
increase in API scores, and a reduction in D
and F rates, which have led to more students
completing college entrance requirements,
Jamero said.
The Serenity Program is led by Angela Castellanos, a counselor and licensed clinical social worker (LCSW), who oversees all mental
health services provided at the school. Castellanos directs a team of social work interns who
come to Santa Fe as the result of partnerships
formed with local universities.
Santa Fe currently has eight interns from
universities — including the University of
Southern California, California State University, Fullerton, California State University,
Long Beach, Azusa Pacific University and
Whittier College — who provide more than
5,000 combined hours of free services to students each year.
These master- and bachelor-level social
work interns are utilized to provide individual
and group counseling, case management,
classroom presentations, parent education
sessions and other mental health services
Using research and evidence-based strategies and techniques, this unique counseling
center is able to offer a wide scope of clinical
services directly to students on campus. Additional programs include the development of a
Family Resource Fair, Family Resource Center
(physical and web-based resources), Parent
Bridges (parent education and support) and
Teacher Education, as well as consultations

Left to right: Counselors Belen Martinez-Lopez, Lisa Ramirez-Hollingshead, Assistant Principal of Guidance
Craig Campbell, Serenity Center Director Angela Castellanos, Cassandra Zacarias, Principal Kevin Jamero,
Rick Nakashima, Cheryl Redgate, and Assistant Principal of Curriculum Griselda Castro celebrate Santa Fe
High’s CSBA Golden Bell Award.

and partnerships with local agencies to provide additional resources to students and their
families when needed.
The Serenity Center has been well received
by the students, parents, faculty and administration at Santa Fe High, as well as its surrounding community and local agencies, Jamero said
“Referring our students to outside counseling agencies in the community for ongoing
therapy often left our counseling team without
the security of knowing that our students were
receiving the services that they required,” he
said. “Being able to provide those services on
campus allows us to assist our students with
early intervention, prevention and assistance
when they need it.”
In October of 2011 the program was highlighted at the monthly WUHSD Board of Trustees
meeting and was well received by all members.
An additional recognition was conferred by the

WUHSD Students Celebrate through Song at Choral Festival
continued from page 1

structure through which we are promoting education and understanding through music.”
Students said they enjoyed the chance to perform for each other and listen to each other in a
non-competitive setting.
“The concert makes us feel connected as a
school and as a district – not as competitors, but
as musicians,” said Aisha Hernandez, a senior at
Santa Fe High School.
Having Grases critique their work will help
them improve their performance for future concerts, they said.
“It helps to get someone else’s point of view,”
said Cece Mendes, a sophomore at Santa Fe High.
The school district’s choral directors said the
event provides the students and directors alike
with a rare opportunity.
“I think what we have in our district is unique in
that we have five music teachers here who all have
high standards for their students and who are truly
preparing students to be competitive at the college

U.S. House of Representatives in 2010.
There are plans to provide on-campus
mental health services at all of the District’s
high schools. Whittier High School recently
began providing on-campus mental health
services through a partnership with The Whole
Child, one of oldest private non-profit mental
health contractors in Los Angeles County.
“Santa Fe High School is very proud to offer
its students a rigorous and relevant education
while also providing its students with both
the academic and social-emotional support
needed for success,” Jamero said.
The CSBA Golden Bell Awards program,
now in its 34th year, promotes excellence in
education and school board governance by
recognizing outstanding programs and governance practices of school boards in school
districts and county offices of education
throughout California.

Superintendent’s Message
continued from page 2

level and to be true musicians,” said David Kwon,
Director of Santa Fe High School’s choir.
“The concert is a collaboration of students
and colleagues and I think the quality of the performances is getting better each year,” said Evan
Mooney, Pioneer High School’s choir director and
chair of the school’s visual and performing arts
department. “It’s also a privilege to have someone
like Dr. Grases, who is so well-versed in his art, to
provide his advice.”
Each of Whittier Union’s five comprehensive
high schools offers beginning, intermediate and
advanced choral and instrumental music programs and theater arts courses. Students have
multiple performance opportunities throughout
the year through musical and dramatic theater
productions, choral performances, concerts and
band performances. The choral ensembles perform in local, regional and national competitions.
For a photo gallery, visit: www.wuhsd.org

school district in the state to develop a Local
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) for the
expenditure of these funds with participation from parents and community members.
In addition to working with our existing
network of parent groups, we will host four
district parent/community meetings, where
all schools will have broad-based representation to provide input into the development
of Whittier Union’s LCAP. All parents are invited to attend. The dates for these meetings
are: Jan. 23, Feb. 13, March 20 and April 9.
The meetings will be held in the board room.
As we begin the second semester, I
would like to extend warmest wishes for
peace and joy in the New Year to all of our
Whittier Union families.
We care about each and every one of our
students and are committed to making a positive difference in their lives.

District programs, activities and practices shall be free from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.
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