St. Louis Catholic Preschool will provide a loving, well-organized, clearly defined environment that will develop
independence, foster decision-making, encourage initiative and promote involvement by preschoolers. Each child will
be treated and respected as an important individual with valuable input and ideas. The teacher through creative play
will facilitate growth and learning and exploration while Catholic teachings and morals will be incorporated into daily
curriculum.
“All they do is play all day. When does the learning begin?”
Playing is learning. It is through all types of play that children develop physically, intellectually, socially, emotionally
and spiritually. It is the job of the teacher to facilitate these activities and encourage growth.
Many preschool age children are still primarily involved in symbolic play or playing alone. If they are playing dolls,
there must be a doll and doll accessories present and no substitutes will do. As they develop, children move into
socio-dramatic play or playing with one or multiple peers. At this stage they are able to pretend that the stuffed
animal is a baby and a block can be used as a bottle. The shifting from solitary play to partner play marks a
considerable developmental accomplishment. This shift is more then just being interested in playing with other
children, it also shows that the child can use his/her imagination and respond to someone else’s imagination.
This is just one aspect of a child’s development that will be addressed during his/her time at St. Louis Catholic
Preschool. The following is a summary of how our philosophy will be put into action.
1. THE CHILD WILL KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT
A sense of order helps children develop a logical way of thinking about the world. They learn what they can
do by adults using positive reinforcement and consistency. (This does not mean inflexibility. Teaching
moments come up everyday.)
2. THE CHILD CAN CHOOSE
The children will learn to be responsible for their actions through taking initiative. Confidence and selfesteem are very much tied to their participation in decisions. Also, they must feel comfortable making
incorrect decisions or guesses.
3. THE CHILD IS LOVABLE
The children must feel free to learn and try new activities. The teacher is there to support, encourage and be
an interested resource. Through bible stories and Catholic centered activities we will share God’s unending
love.
4. THE CHILD CAN USE LANGUAGE TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES
Language can empower a child to communicate their needs, emotions, and concerns. The use of their words
will be encouraged at every level.
In addition to these general philosophies it is important that parents know what specific aspects of their child’s
development will be a part of the St. Louis Catholic Preschool curriculum. Literacy, math, science, social studies, arts,
spirituality, and physical development will be incorporated into the class’ daily plans. All these aspects will be
explored through creative play and guided activities.
Open communication is vital to both the parents and the teacher. We will distribute monthly newsletters to indicate
activities, themes, and special events. Any concerns or questions can be addressed through emails, phone calls and
conferences. A team approach will achieve great results. We are so excited to have the opportunity to work with all
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of these wonderful children. They are truly precious gifts from God. We will strive daily to lovingly nurture your
children and provide an excellent foundation for a lifetime of learning.
DAILY SCHEDULES
We will try to balance a structured and consistent schedule of activities with flexibility for unpredictable and
teachable moments. As events unfold naturally we will shift our focus to include them into our curriculum.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individual Greeting
Work Independently or with a Partner
Community Time
Learning Centers
Snack/Story Time
Outdoor/Gross Motor Activity
Arts and Crafts
Music/Dancing
Sharing Time/Bible Story

AGES
There will be three classes that will include a morning and afternoon session:
3 to 4 year old class two day program - Tuesday and Thursday 7:45-10:45 (same)
PreK (4-5 year olds) three day program - Monday/Wednesday/Friday 7:45-10:45 (same)
PreK (4-5 year olds) five day program - Monday through Friday 12:00-3:00 (new)
Our intention is to provide a two-year program. We encourage children to start the Tuesday/Thursday program with
the intent of starting kindergarten in two years. All children must be potty trained. Pull-Ups or training pants are not
considered potty trained.
Pick Up and Drop Off
AM MORNING
We open our doors at 7:45 am. We will offer two ways in which to drop off the
children. 1.) We ask that parents enter at Catherine Street and proceed around
the driveway, stopping at the ramp in the front of school. A teacher will come
out and get the child from the vehicle. 2.) Park in the church parking lot across
the street from the preschool, go to the cross walk and drop off the child at the
door.

Class will end at 10:45 am. We ask that parents line up their cars again in the driveway. The teacher will then bring
the child out to the vehicle. By handling the arrival and dismissal this way enables us to keep our children much safer.
Cars and children moving at the same time can be very dangerous.
PM AFTERNOON
Doors open at 12:00 pm. Drop off and pick-up procedures are the same as the morning session. Classes end at 3:00
pm.
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SNACKS AND NUTRITION
The school will provide all snacks. This is a wonderful opportunity to incorporate the following areas of learning:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Math…Measuring, counting
Science…What will happen if…
Fine Motor Skills…Mixing, peeling, arranging
Following simple to more complex directions
Behavior and manners
Social Skills…Encouraging conversations

You should feel assured the school will provide nutritious, fun and child made snacks. We will encourage the children
to participate in the preparation, distribution and clean up during snack. Please let us know in advance of any and all
food allergies. St. Louis Catholic Preschool is a peanut and tree nut free zone.
TREATS
Birthdays will be celebrated during the school day. We love to celebrate birthdays, but due to allergy issues we
discourage any food-oriented snacks. Instead your child might enjoy giving the class a book, CD, puzzle or game. They
will have an opportunity to show the item and we will be certain to use it enthusiastically.
VOLUNTEERING
Volunteer Policy
A policy was instituted by the Archdiocese of Indianapolis on July 1, 2003 to ensure a safe environment for children.
The policy requires a Background Check to be completed every five years for any volunteer who works with or
around children as well as an on line course called Safe & Sacred. For example, if you volunteer for a PTO committee,
field trip, Religious Education, Preschool, Vacation Bible Camp, you should complete these forms. It is not necessary if
you volunteer solely to be a Bingo worker (weekly or Super Sunday); Festival worker or other parish related activity
that does not involve working with children. Both things must be completed 2 weeks prior to volunteering.
The completed Background Check forms will be sent to an independent third party in Indianapolis. NO FINANCIAL
INFORMATION WILL BE OBTAINED. We will receive an acknowledgement that the form has been processed. If there
is a situation where a volunteer has a criminal history, the results will be sent directly to the pastor. All information
will be kept confidential.
The Safe & Sacred on line course must be completed by going to: safe&sacred-archindy.org Register and follow
directions. NOTE: The school and/or parish will not be allowed to accept your act of volunteerism unless you have
completed both the background check and the safe & sacred course. A background check must be updated every 5
years.
PARTIES
Throughout the year we will be having parties. Parent volunteers will be needed for the occasion. Sign up sheets for
the parties will be available. We strongly encourage one parent or child representative to participate in at least one
holiday party.
MANAGING ILLNESS
It is obvious that we will try and do everything we can to stop the spread of germs. We will be teaching the children
techniques to make them aware of how they can help.
HEALTH GUIDELINES
AT SCHOOL
You will be called and asked to pick up your child for the following ailments:
•
•
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Chicken Pox: If your child breaks out with chicken pox. Your child may return to school 24 hours after lesions
are crusted over and he/she is fever free.
Diarrhea: If your child does not have a medical condition that causes this.
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Fever: If your child has a temperature >100 degrees. Your child must be fever free for 24 hours before
returning to school.
Lice: If your child is found to have lice or nits (eggs). Your child can return to school after he/she has been
treated with lice killing shampoo, nits are combed out and you find no lice or nits. Upon returning to school,
your child should report to the main office to be checked.
Pink Eye/ Conjunctivitis: If your child has exudates (pus) coming from the eye and the eye is matted.
Rashes: If your child has a rash that cannot be identified. You will need to take your child for a medical
diagnosis. Your child may return to school only with a written medical diagnosis of a non-contagious rash or
when the rash is gone.
Strep Throat: If your child has a sore throat and tonsils are red and swollen with exudates (pus). Your child
may return to school after being on ANTIBIOTICS for 24 hours.
Vomiting: If your child vomits.
Ticks: If your child has a tick it will be removed at school and a note will be sent home. You will not have to
take your child home in this situation.

AT HOME
• Chicken Pox: Your child should be kept home until 24 hours after all lesions are crusted over and he/she is
fever free. Please call the school so proper records can be maintained at 812-932-1731.
• Diarrhea: If your child does not have a medical condition that causes this condition, you need to keep
him/her home.
• Fever: If your child has a temperature >100 degrees keep him/her home until he/she has been fever free for
24 hours.
• Lice: If your child has lice or nits, keep him/her home, treat with lice killing shampoo and comb out nits.
PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL AND REPORT IT AT 812-932-1731.
• Pink Eye/Conjunctivitis: If your child has exudates (pus) coming from the eye or the eye is matted shut he/she
should be kept home and may return to school after being on ANTIBIOTIC drops for 24 hours.
• Rashes: If your child has a rash that you cannot identify, he/she should stay home. Please consult your
doctor.
• Strep Throat: If your child has a sore throat with red and swollen tonsils with exudates (pus) he/she must
remain home. Your child may return to school after being on ANTIBIOTICS and being fever free for 24 hours.
If your child is prone to strep infection please include this information on his/her medical form.
• Vomiting: If your child vomits at home, please do not send him/her to school.
• Ticks: Remove the tick. If your child develops a rash or fever within 4 weeks of exposure contact your doctor.
OUTDOOR PLAY
We will be utilizing the St. Louis play ground throughout the year. Because of our proximity to school we will be able
to use the playground equipment. Children will not be taken outside if the temperature is very hot or very cold.
DRESS CODE
Please dress your children so they are ready to play. We will be on the ground, we will be playing outside, and we will
be creating all kinds of beautiful artwork. All these activities require clothing that the child feels comfortable wearing,
nonrestrictive, and laundry friendly. Appropriate shoes for running, climbing, and general play should also be
considered.
DISCIPLINE
Disciplinary problems will be dealt with according to the situation. Most negative behavior can be redirected. Our
behavioral expectations will be clearly stated to the children. To simplify our policy they will understand that hurting
themselves or hurting others is not acceptable. Hurting someone can be verbal or physical. (Not listening to someone
will hurt that persons feeling. Not following directions could result in hurting themselves.) We will have a “cool
down” area that will be available if a child is unable to be redirected.
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WEATHER AND CLOSINGS
St. Louis Catholic School/Preschool follows Batesville Community Schools for all weather related early delays,
dismissals, and cancellations.
2 HOUR DELAY/PLAN B
If we experience a 2 hour delay, also known as Plan B, we will still have Preschool. The doors will open at 9:45 am,
classes will start at 10 am and will end at 10:45 am. PM students will arrive at their normal time.
EARLY DISMISSAL
If AM students are dismissed early because of weather, afternoon preschool is cancelled.
In the event of winter weather possibly causing an early dismissal from school listen to WRBI, Batesville, WTRE,
Greensburg, and most major Cincinnati stations for any announcements.
ATTENDANCE
Please call or email the Preschool Director if your child will be absent at 812-932-1731 or messer@st.louisschool.org.
COMMUNICATION
Open communication is a vital part of your child's education. Parents can expect to hear from teachers and we
encourage you to communicate with teachers in any way that is convenient for you. St. Louis Preschool phone
number is 812-932-1731. My email address is messer@st.louisschool.org. The main means of group communication
will be through email and the St. Louis Preschool website. Additionally, our doors are always open for face-to-face
conferences and meetings. General classroom lessons, events and field trips will be communicated in a monthly
newsletter.

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
We will be participating in any school functions that are appropriate for the children
of preschool age. We will check out different parts of the school like the gym, art
room, cafeteria, kindergarten room and music room. We will meet students and
teachers. This will be a great way to introduce children to the “Big” school and take
away many of the initial concerns for new kindergarteners. They will absolutely be a
part of the St. Louis School experience.
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