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If you are a sophomore, junior, or senior, you have
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If you are a freshman, you’ve probably heard of the
group of kids that take time out of your gym class
sophomore year to talk about sex. A little awkward,
huh?
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But that’s exactly the goal of Teen PEP-- to put these
seemingly awkward subjects out for discussion. Teen
PEP stands for Teen Prevention Education Program.
It is a group of 20 seniors who are educated in varying issues regarding sex in order to educate sophomores about everything from abstinence to drunk
flirting.
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NHS at CHS

Lucy Tian, vice president Courtney Greener, secretary
Eleni Angelakis, tutor chair Nancy McKeon, and service
chair Elyse Nardozza help keep the club running
By: Julia Drake
smoothly. Since inductees are expected to continue doing community service after they have been accepted,
The National Honors Society (NHS) is a nation-wide chairs alert the members to new service opportunities.
organization that recognizes outstanding high school
students. It is more than just an honor role because it In the beginning of January, the 2016 induction cerealso looks to recognize students with character who are mony will take place and the night will consist of a key
also leaders and give back to their community through note speaker selected by the officers, speeches from
service. NHS has been inducting students since it was each NHS officer, and the induction of all new junior
created in 1921, and it is estimated that close to one and senior members.
million students are part of NHS throughout the 50
states.
“Work hard in school and in service to your community
because scholarship, leadership, and character are built
Juniors and seniors are invited to apply based on their over time,” Ms. Claps recommends. “And because the
cumulated high school GPA. Admission criteria also organization looks at a student’s cumulative GPA, every
takes into account students’ leadership, character, and class in every grade counts.”
community service. They must show a commitment to
their community through their service work and leaderIt is a tremendous honor to be accepted into NHS and
ship experience. Applications begin at the start of junlower classmen should strive to be accepted. Congratuior year and students must have a minimum of 10 hours
lations to all of the 2016 inductees, and if you have any
of community service when applying.
questions you can contact the club advisors and officers
mentioned above.
At CHS, English teachers Ms. Johanna Claps and Ms.
Selena Carrigan are co-Advisors for the club. President

Teen PEP ...Continued from page 1
What makes this program so special is that seniors
talk to sophomores about these issues. Instead of a
health teacher lecturing students about why abstinence is the only 100% effective birth control method and why using both a condom and a form of hormonal birth control is your best bet, sophomores are
learning this information through skits and small
groups from seniors that are accessible and relatable.
Teen PEP Educator Laura Zoog agrees with this, saying, “It’s really influential coming from students rather than teachers because it brings the students to
a more personal level where they are more likely to
absorb the information.”
Teen PEP will be holding their annual Family Night
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on January 5, 2017 at 6pm in the CHS cafeteria. This
event is a night filled with skits and activities about
communication between teens and their parents
about sex and other touchy subjects.
While this workshop is geared towards parents and
their teenage kids, anyone in the community is welcome to join the Teen PEP educators and learn about
why talking about sex can be so uncomfortable and
how to make the conversation a little less awkward.
“People should come to family night to support
Teen PEP and learn something new,” said Teen PEP
educator Celine Harris.
Being able to talk to a trusted adult, friend, or mentor about these issues is an important skill to have.
If you want to learn more, you should join Teen PEP
on January 5th!
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The Other AAA
By: Marissa Liu
Over the past several centuries, the US
has promoted diversity and the integration of different cultures in American
society. Demographically, AsianAmericans make up just over five percent of the US population, but their cultures are sometimes dismissed and overlooked.
Schools typically respect and celebrate
well-known holidays, such as Diwali and
the Lunar New Year, however, few students actually understand the meaning
behind these celebrations and the significance to their respective cultures. In
hopes to “promote knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of Asian cul-

ture”, junior Anais Hou has decided to sponsor a group of orphaned children
create the Asian-American Association living in poverty through the OneSky
(AAA).
Foundation. Often, abandoned children
live a life of neglect, and suffer from
physical and emotional wounds, such as
The word “Asian” is often associated malnutrition, dysentery, a general lack of
with being “Chinese”, but it encompases interest and low levels of energy. Money
the entirety of, well, Asia. The purpose of raised by the AAA will be given to these
the AAA is to provide the history and children for a chance at a better educaorigin of holidays and traditions from tion and childhood.
each country, including major countries
such as Japan, Korea, India, Vietnam, the
Philippines, and many more.
“OneSky displays an impressive dedication to support these underprivileged
children,” Hou says. “It means a lot to
Some holidays that will be covered in- me that we can help them reach their
clude the Mid-Autumn Festival (China), highest potential by offering them the
Chuseok or the Harvest Festival (Korea), crucial opportunities that they lack. It
and Diwali (India). Students will also be may seem like a small thing, but these
able to analyze the similarities and differ- donations mean life for another, and that
ences between the different languages makes all the difference.”
and writing formats.
Another goal of the AAA is to be able to

In this year’s county competition, the students will act out the
Shea Simmons v. Delaney Barnes and Cameron Winchell,
where the plaintiff Shea Simmons is accusing Delaney Barnes
of defamation. Simmons expected to receive a scholarship after
winning her Mock Trial competition, but Barnes accused her
of cheating. The scholarship foundation revoked Simmons’s
scholarship upon reading Barnes’ blog about the alleged cheating. After the roles are assigned, students will be scored based
on the presentation of their case and their responses to the
questions asked.

Mock Trial members

The Lawyers Take the Stage
By: Marissa Liu

“It’s our first time competing, and I’ve heard that schools in
the county are pretty good, so we don’t have super high expectations,” says co-President Sophia Lo, “This year, it’s more
about learning how the competition works so we can improve
in the future.”
To better prepare for this competition, the members of Mock
Trial have been working together with attorney William Rudnik, who has been helping them with opening statements, direct-examination questions, and cross-examination questions.
There is much anticipation for the upcoming competition and
students are excited to finally be able to compete.

As the holidays draw to a close, the students in Mock Trial are
hard at work, preparing for their upcoming county competition. Mock Trial is one of the newest clubs added to the
school’s ever-growing list of student activities and organizations.
It gives students the opportunity to learn more about law and
the process of a trial. Members act out a case based on a real “I’m definitely excited to compete in January, especially since
one, roleplaying as a witness in the case or a lawyer for the we’ll be in an actual courtroom,” Lo says, “It’s not an experiplaintiff or defendant.
ence high school students get often, and I really hope we do
well in the competition.”
The Bulldog Reporter
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HOSA members preparing for a completion.

HOSA to Compete at
Regionals

Although this will be Hopewell’s first time competing at
New Jersey’s region competition, Flemming is confident in
the student's abilities.

He said, “I think that we have a very smart group of students attending. Most of them are aspiring physicians and
have top-notch academic backgrounds. They’re very comThe next generation of doctors and healthcare professionals mitted to succeeding and I have no doubt that we’ll have
is here. On January 21st 18 members of HOSA (Health success in our first competition.”
Occupation Students of America) Future Health Professional will be competing in their first regional competition.
Junior Brandon Li also had great things to say about HOSA and their competition, “It's a great club for exposure to
Hopewell’s HOSA Club was started by senior Will Flem- future careers in the healthcare and science fields. We're all
ming this year, and throughout the year, the club has been excited to compete and have a good time.”
learning about basic medical knowledge. Guest speakers
from various healthcare professions have also been invited
The top five individuals or teams at regionals then advance
to give presentations. Now, members of the club will apply
to the state competition, which will take place in March.
their knowledge at the regional competition.
Then, the state winners move on to the national competition, which will take place in Orlando, Florida.
The regional competition will take place at the Burlington
County Technical School of Westampton. Ranging from
Other than competing, HOSA plans to begin CPR and first
dental assisting to a medical spelling, the events at the reaid training to learn how to recognize and deal with lifegional competition cover a wide variety of skills. Some
threatening situations. By taking a five-hour course, memstudents may also take tests in pathophysiology or pharmabers of HOSA will receive CPR and first aid certification.
cology while other events involve hands-on activities, for
example, an event where EMT skills (such as backboarding
and CPR) are tested. Students can compete individually or Meetings are in Room 301 on Mondays during lunch. If
you have any questions, email williamflemin teams.
ming@hvrsd.org. Hope to see you there!

By: Sophia Lo
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Approaching Winter
Musical “Damn
Yankees”
By: Madeline Carleton

Donovan Kazakoff) to save his favorite feat them? Opening night is Friday,
baseball team and win the pennant.
March 3rd followed by another performance on Saturday, March 4th. The
cast’s second and final weekend of
Joe faces challenges, however, as he performances will be Friday and Saturencounters more problems than he day, March 10th and 11th. All shows
foresaw when he made the deal: long- will start at 7:30 PM in the PAC.
ing for his wife, Meg (senior Laura
Zoog), relentless questions from reporter Gloria Thorpe (sophomore Be sure to come out and support your
Caroline Herbert), and the devious classmates and all of their hard work,
plans of Mr. Applegate/the devil and whether it’s on stage or behind the
his seductress, Lola (junior TaylorRae scenes! Tickets can be purchased in
Carter). (See the full cast list at advance at
http://hvdrama.blogspot.com/2016/12/ https://www.showtix4u.com/ or at
damn-yankees-cast-list.html .)
the door on the night of the show.

Staff and students involved in CHS’s
winter theatre production “Damn Yankees” are already hard at work. “Damn
Yankees” is a musical comedy set in
the 1950’s, following the story of the
middle-aged, die-hard Washington
Senators fan Joe Boyd (senior Malcolm Bornmann). He strikes up a bargain with the devil (senior Isaac
Will Joe and the Senators win the penPokryska) and transforms into the
nant, or will those damn Yankees dedashing young hitter Joe Hardy (junior

Concentrated Study
Spotlight: Samkit Siyal

get me wrong—but I’m more interested in how the show
works.”

With this in mind, Siyal decided to begin a concentrated
study in directing. Siyal explained that with the help of Ms.
Katherine Rochon, Hopewell’s performing arts teacher, he is
By: Sarah Voorhees
“learning techniques and ways to direct as well as working on
For senior Samkit Siyal, the view from stage just wasn’t the shows we put on in school.”
enough.
“I’ve loved theatre
since eighth grade.
There’s
something
gratifying about performing in front of a
crowd. You get to
watch them react in
real-time. You get to
hear them laugh at
jokes
you’ve
been
laughing at for six
weeks,” he said.

Directing, he told me, is like a puzzle. There are a million
moving pieces that need to mesh harmoniously in order to
produce the final product.
“You have to make sure everyone is in the right place at the
right time, doing the right things. And then at some point it
just comes together,” he said.
Siyal hopes to study directing in college. “Working on our
school’s production of “Noises Off” earlier this year solidified
my dream,” he said. “The whole play is a giant, 1000-piece
puzzle, and it took six weeks to solve it. Helping to direct that
show was one of the best experiences of my life.”

But the thrill of performing in front of a
When asked about the concentrated study program here at
live audience wasn’t
Hopewell, Siyal encouraged anyone with a specific interest to
the only thing that
begin a concentrated study.
drew him to the stage.
“It’s a great way for students to explore something they’re
“I wanted to do some- passionate about, even if the school doesn’t offer it yet,” Siyal
thing more than per- said.
form,” Siyal said. “I
love
performing—don’t
Senior Samkit Siysl is studying directing.
The Bulldog Reporter
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After spending two years working as a spotlight
and light board operator, he realized that he
wanted to pursue his new found passion as a
profession. He approached his mentor, Ms. Winfrey, about the option of studying lighting and
design in a more hands on and complicated approach. He wanted the chance to tackle designs
and special effects that wouldn’t normally be
found in a high school level production.

Max Clark is studying stage lighting.

Concentrated Study Spotlight:
Max Clark
By: Lizzy Peters
Senior Max Clark never thought that shadowing
his friend in the PAC during his sophomore year
would land him in the spot he finds himself in
today. He works as the Head Light Supervisor of
the Performing Arts Center here at the high
school. He really never imagined that what
would call him into the PAC would be a light
board and not a limelight.
“Watching the communication and the way the
technology all blended together to form a perfect performance.” is what Clark called his realization of why he wanted to join the PAC crew.
He mentioned that his original intention wasn’t
to be a light operator, but actually a sound technician. But after a few weeks of working, he realized that he had a hearing disability that limited
his abilities. Fearing that he would lose his spot
on the tech team, he was pushed by former PAC
coordinator Ms. Yvonne Winfrey to try lighting

After discussing his options with his family and
mentor, he was given the option of a concentrated study in which he would not only learn higher levels of design, but would also be responsible for teaching and running his own tech team.
Now almost halfway through his concentrated
study, he still finds himself learning new and
exciting techniques that he wouldn’t have been
able to find anywhere else.
“I’m reading, learning, teaching and doing things
I would have never even dreamed of.” He believes that learning and then teaching techniques not only helps him further his skill, but
encourages his pupils to work even harder to
advance their skills.
When asked about his experience with his concentrated study, he believes that “it offered me
the chance to learns skills that not only look
amazing on my college application, but gives me
experience that can help me pursue my dream
of becoming a master electrician.”

The complexity is what he lives for, and even
craves. Without his concentrated study, he believes he wouldn’t have become half the technician that he is today. He hopes that others will
see the concentrated study as an extension of
their learning and will utilize it in order to ex“It was the best decision of my life,” he remem- plore their passions in depth, just as he is doing.
bered “I was so much more comfortable with
that technology, and I could actually understand
it.”
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Second Annual Poetry Out
Loud Competition to Be
Held in January
By: Sophia Stivala
When walking around the school, you might have
found the Poetry Out Loud posters throughout the
school. This year is the second Poetry Out Loud
competition at Hopewell Valley Central High School.
This time around though, the club decided that they
would hold a preliminary round in December, then a
final round in January to determine the school’s winner.

Malone likes poetry recitation because students can
put their own personal touches on it. People can also
interpret their poem in their own way.
“It’s really exciting to have Poetry Out Loud become
a thing because we started it from scratch. It’s amazing to see students actually show up and perform,”
Malone said.
Claire was the one who first discovered Poetry Out
Loud. She wanted to perform poetry herself, but she
did not have a platform to use. She first got interested into this through slam poetry online.

Last year’s school winner, senior Skyler Rossi,
moved on to the regionals competition. “It was exciting and completely nerve wracking at the same time
The preliminary round was held on December 15th. because I knew that the competition was just going
There, students went into a room and recited their to get harder,” she said.
poem in front of the judge, sophomore honors teacher and Poetry Out Loud advisor Ms. Kathryn Henderson. This was just an informal type of audition.
The students had to perform three poems at Rutgers. The judges then decided who would move on to
Poetry Out Loud is a nationally held competition the states competition.
throughout all of the states and even the Virgin Islands. First, performers goes through the school Rossi got interested in poetry in her English class.
competition. Next, it would be to regionals, then Most people might just groan when poetry is the next
states, and then finally to nationals, which will be unit. Instead, Rossi was excited for the unit. She beheld in Washington D.C.
lieves that reading poetry is very personal, even if it
is a fictional person’s beliefs.
“It’s a way for students to celebrate the written and
the spoken words, as well as apply academic skills in Senior Tommy Vite also enjoys Poetry Out Loud. “It
a new, meaningful way,” said Ms. Henderson.
allows you express a lot of feelings in a short amount
of time. It allows the audience to see what I’m trying
to portray.”
Ms. Henderson is the teacher coordinator who set
the competition up, but she wasn’t the person to
push for this to be held at our school. She was origi- He remembers when he was in third grade and his
nally the teacher coordinator at Lawrence High class did a unit on poetry. He’s enjoyed poetry ever
School, so she already had some experience with this since.
before coming to Hopewell Valley.
“I think that Poetry Out Loud is really great because
Ms. Henderson loves how impactful poetry is, espe- it gets a lot of people who are not necessarily intercially as a radical form of art. “Poetry can be intense- ested in poetry to perform it in front of others,” he
ly individual, but it can also be a communal experi- said.
ence.
The school-wide competition is taking place on
The students who introduced this program to our Thursday, January 12th, at 7 pm. It is free, so if you
school are seniors Claire King and Sydney Malone.
are interested, make sure to come to support your
fellow classmates.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Skating into the HV
Hockey Season
By: Skyler Rossi

Daly, who was the team’s leading goal scorer. Also,
many of the current team members are younger players. This has made Coach Radice join the team with a
perspective focused on overall teamwork rather than
individual players’ skill.

“We are basing our success off of our level of grit,
As the temperature drops and the snow flurries start
hard work, selflessness and our ability to play togethto come, the HV ice hockey players start skating
er as one unit. Our success will only go as far as these
again. Led by a new coach, Jeffrey Radice, the hockey
attributes take us,” he said.
team hits the ice quickly in their 2016-2017 season.
Last year, the team was able to make it to state
This year, the hockey
playoffs, losing eight games. The team hopes to reteam hasn’t had the
peat this again this year, but hopefully making it past
most successful kick
the first rounds of playoffs.
off to their season.
They’ve lost four of Senior and goalie Brian McKenna is confident that
their eight games and this will be the case. “ I expect us to defeat divisional
tied one. Their current rivals, finish with a winning record and make the state
record is 4-4-1. Re- playoffs,” he said.
gardless of these loss- As long as the hockey team works together, a suces, the team is confi- cessful season is not far out of reach.
dent that they will be
“I believe this team is destined for great things. I
able to make suffiknow we can achieve our goals if we outwork teams
cient strides as the
and play selfless hockey as one unit,” said Coach
season progresses.
Radice.
Coach Radice, especially, has hope for his
Defensive player Vann Adrian-Hage
team. “So far this season we have been put to the test by playing some
tough opponents. I think this will make us a stronger
team in the long run. Our mental toughness will improve as the season moves along,” he said.
This hope is seen in the players as well, specifically
junior defensive player, Vann Adrian-Hage. “We
might not be as skilled or as deep as last year’s team,
but we as a team are still confident that we can continue to win as we did in previous years,” he said.
At the end of last season, the team lost some significant players to graduation. One of these was Gilford
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Goalie Brian McKenna
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Varsity Girls’ Basketball Team Returns to
the Courts
By: Marissa Liu

“This year’s team has a few experienced players but
many who only saw a small amount or no playing
time last year,” said Coach Jeffrey Losch. “But we are
still learning as a group and should get better
throughout the year.”

Playing in the Colonial Valley Conference Patriot Division, Hopewell will have to face a number of considerable teams, including Ewing (22-5), last year’s PaWinter marks the reappearance of Hopewell’s girls
triot Division champions and one of last year’s Mercer
basketball team. With last year’s outstanding record
County finalists. Although a newcomer to the division,
of 19-8, the Bulldogs return with a strong line of start- Steinert is also expected to be a formidable opponent
ers, despite the considerable losses to senior gradua- for the Bulldogs. Undaunted, Losch anticipates to detion.
feat Steinert and “give Ewing a test for the division
championship.”
Among the girls most likely to start is senior captain
Kirsten Long, an exceptional guard skilled at scoring “I expect us to win more games than we lose and be a
from the 3-point line. Joining her will be senior cap- much better team in February than we were in Detain Sabrina Schrader, senior Kelly Quinlan, juniors
cember,” Losch contends, “Our main goal is to just
Sarah Ouslander, Kira Atkinson, and Bailey Coughlin, keep getting better.”
along with sophomores Katee Kemether and Meggy
Wiley.
hurdles. Distance events range from 200 meters to 2
miles. There are three main groups of students: sprinters, throwers, and distance.
Practices include workouts to improve strength, agility,
and endurance; different strengths and skills are needed
for each event. Long-distance runners strive to improve
their endurance by going on longer runs.

The track team running in their meet on Tuesday, December 20th.

Winter Track Season
Takes Off
By: Sophia Lo

Coach Oldfield has high hopes for this year’s winter
track team, saying, “We continue to work hard every
single day and get close to our maximum ability. If we
do that, we'll be a very successful program.”
Winter track allows students to stay in shape and become more involved with the school while also meeting
new people. Many students enjoy the team aspect of
track.

Although they might not be outside, the winter track
Junior Annalise Wulf said, “I have really enjoyed winter
team isn’t going to let anything stop them from running
track! The people are great and the coaches are fun, and
and competing. Before leaving for winter break, the boys
it overall makes a great team. I am excited for the seaand girls winter track teams began their season.
son ahead for the team and to hopefully improve as an
individual.”
Coached by Mr. Aaron Oldfield and Mr. Nicholas Johnson, the track team practices every day after school and The team’s first meet was on December 20th and they
on Saturdays. Students have a wide array of events to
have many more to come. If you get the chance, go out
compete in, like high jump, pole vault, long jump, and
and support Hopewell’s Winter Track team!
The Bulldog Reporter
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plan for the future?

These are primarily for the engineering
To start with the obvious, gone are the program which uses them for various prodesktop computers and in their place are jects.
open spaces with desks meant to do group The media center’s database has been
projects and gather with friends.
updated with new resources for students
Mr. Guise says that he wants to create a such as JSTOR.
more “open concept” to have a better
flow through the library. He looks to make
the library into a more inviting place
where students can gather to work or to
talk. He plans to open up the space even
more by moving bookshelves of large,
cumbersome books to the sides of the
room and move the circulation desk to the
center of the room.

With all this technological advancement,
there may be some who will ask the question: What’s going to happen to the
books? The short answer is nothing at all.
The checkout rate for books is up 10%
since last year.

You may have noticed that there are new
printers to print directly from your
Chromebooks, but there’s a new type of
We all know, with newly appointed media printer in the media center as well.
center specialist Mr. Eric Guise, some big
changes have been happening in the me- A new grant for the school’s PLTW prodia center to make it more technologically gram (Project Lead the Way) has allowed
advanced and user friendly. But what are HVCHS to purchase 3D printers, one of
those changes and what does Mr. Guise which is stationed in the media center.

Some of the changes to the media center
will happen slowly, and others you will see
happen very soon, but the key thing is that
students are using the media center much
more now than last year. Even if change is
slow, it is at least changing just like the
world around it.

3D printer in the media center

Media Center Takes
Steps Toward the
Future

In fact, Mr. Guise says that he is purchasing more books. The goal of this new media center is not to get rid of paper reThe old encyclopedias which once inhab- sources, but instead to make the media
ited many of those bookshelves have been center more welcoming and useful for all
donated to an education project in Africa. students.

By: Nat Valenza

As their final days of high school and
adult supervision rapidly approach,
Hopewell Valley seniors enjoy a last
taste of elitism before the dreaded
By: Anais Hou
post-graduation demotion to plebeian
status. The teacher-free space allows
It’s the place freshmen know not to
intrude, and it’s the place where soph- seniors to simply relax, chill, and bask
in their incurable senioritis. It doesn’t
omores dream of being able to hang
out. It’s the place juniors can only cast stop with the chill vibes, though.
wishful looks towards as they walk
This year, the senior lounge is known
past the media center. In this room,
for its lively environment, but many
seniors yell out their battle cries as
don’t seem to mind.
they call dibs for their turn to play
Super Smash Bros. This is the ultiWhen asked about his thoughts, senmate symbol of high school status.
ior Ogugua Obidike said, “The senior
This is the senior lounge.
lounge is great. It gets a bit rowdy,

Hopewell Senior Lounge
a Space to Enjoy
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but we have a good time.”
The senior lounge has its quiet moments as well. With the pressure of
college application deadlines, seniors
are hard at work. Between study halls
and senior option, many seniors opt to
spend the period studying or doing
homework.
From loud rounds of Super Smash
Bros to casual hangouts, this multipurpose “sanctum” is a space for class
solidarity as seniors enjoy the final
months of their high school career.
This shows how the senior lounge is a
major part of the senior students’ last
year at the high school.
The Bulldog Reporter

Ignorance Is Not
Bliss
By: Julia Drake

of the world, is extremely safe and secure.
We don’t live in constant terror of a bomb
destroying our home and killing our family or in fear of starvation and targeted
violence.

Asking most teenagers today if they regularly watch the news or read the newspaper would be answered with laughter and
a response of, “Are you serious?”

In Syria, CNN reports that child suicide
rates, the youngest starting at twelve, are
on the rise because children can’t handle
the mental and physical toll of war.

our bikes and tie our shoes, Syrian children are killing themselves and being
killed in bombings and shootings. According to the Washington Post, the
death toll of civilians in Syria is around
470,000 and 50,000 of those people are
children.
While the war in Syria can’t be fixed by
teenagers watching the news more often,
knowledge can be inspiring. Being ignorant to what people and teenagers in different parts of the world are experiencing
everyday is turning our backs on brothers
and sisters that desperately need our
help.

Syrian director for Save the Children,
Sonia Khush states, "The pressure of living under these conditions for years on
end without respite is too much to bear,
especially for children. There are more
than 250,000 children living under siege
in Syria and while they are resilient, we
Whether it means donating to charities
see the signs of trauma and distress every that provide relief in Syria or spreading
day."
awareness, small acts can make a huge
difference and save a life.
Hopewell Valley, compared to other parts
At ages when we were learning to ride
In today’s world where teens (myself included) practically live on their phones
snapping, tweeting, and posting the day
away, it is ironic how little most of us
know about the world. Although information about the conflicts in the Middle
East are at our fingertips, teenagers often
choose to be ignorant and unaware.

Mosul: A Step Towards
the End
By: Paul Frank
About two weeks ago, the Islamic State lost
its once strong chokehold on Mosul. The
ongoing Iraqi military offense, mixed with
U.S. led coalition airstrikes, has the militant group both outnumbered and outgunned. Driving out the remaining deadenders will not be easy, and it could take
months, but eventually, Iraqi forces will
regain complete control of the nation's second-largest country.
When this occurs, it will be a victory for the
Iraqis and a kick in the head to America's
anti-Islamic State strategy. However, while
the seizing of Mosul is a great victory in the
War on Terror, it is hardly a death blow to
the Islamic State, or even its end in Iraq for
that matter.
Insurgencies have proven to be very effective at merging themselves within civilian
life. While the fall of Mosul does show a
decline in the capacity of military operations in the Islamic State's Iraqi wing, it
doesn't need the capacity of military operations to carry out what remains the keenest
threat to the U.S. and European countries:

The Bulldog Reporter

the Islamic State's inspiration for lone wolf
attacks.

skirts of Mosul. The United Nations predicts that as many as a million Iraqis have
been forced out of their homes because of
"So it's definitely not over...If anything, it's
the Iraqi offensive. Since the Iraqis’ attempt
going to be more difficult," a Canadian genat retaking the city began, the U.N. has
eral who oversees training of Iraqi security
been scrambling to provide short-term sheltold the Pentagon.
ter and humanitarian assistance, but the
With that in mind, it will be necessary of
exodus will be seen as a perfect cover by
Donald Trump to commit the U.S. to a coun- Islamic State militants trying to escape to
ter-insurgency presence in Mosul long after other nations.
Iraqi forces have declared victory in the
It's not far-fetched to believe some militants
major city. That presence should strictly be
may travel to Turkey and, potentially, Eulimited to intelligence-gathering to siphon
rope. A comprehensive vetting process
out any signals of Islamic State resurgence
needs to be established because as Islamic
and supply Iraqi police forces for executing
State fighters establish sleeper cells, an
order within the decimated city. We've alopen borders policy is obsolete.
ready seen what happened when the U.S.
pulled out of Iraq early.
Which sets up the problem of radicalization.
Now while it is true that Islamic State fightSending troops will take time and the Iraqis
er will get run out of Mosul, the groups still
shouldn't wait to forge a plan for Mosul's
hold sway with the unknown number of
governance as that needs to be done now.
followers they have around the world. ReThis government would need to feature a
gardless of where they travel, they will conprominent role for Sunnis, the more Orthotinue to be living threats of future terror
dox branch of Islam that focuses primarily
attacks.
on the word of Prophet Mohammad. By having a role for Sunnis, the Iraqis would need While the rest of us can celebrate what
to have Iran-supported Shiite militias,
looks likely to happen in Mosul, we'll be
which have an infamous history of treating devoting heavy resources to the Islamic
all Sunnis as one vague enemy.
State’s eradication long after Mosul's retaken.
Other problems loom over the fall of Mosul:
Legions of refugees have formed on the out-
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

The Hindquarter Wishes You a
Happy Non-Denominational
Cold Season
By: Bobbie Armstrong
Dear Reader,
We at the Hindquarter take great pride in producing content that
does not aim to offend or alienate any of its loyal readers. That's
why we would like to wish you a very happy non-denominational
cold season. Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah (is that
how you spell it?), Kwanzaa, or National Chocolate Covered Anything Day, we want to ensure that everyone feels included.
Maybe you are choosing not to believe in New Year's, and to you,
this past year was 1985. We see you and we respect you. Your
beliefs are valid to us, and your feelings are important. May we

Student Exiled After Handing Out
Oatmeal Raisin Holiday Cookies
By: Ruth Wyckoff
Belinda Davis, a Hopewell Valley freshmen, was
shunned by her classmates and friends Tuesday
after attempting to distribute oatmeal raisin cookies in place of traditional chocolate chip or sugar
cookies. An anonymous source informs us that in
her first period band class, Davis allegedly pulled
out a box of cookies. “They looked just like normal
cookies,” commented the source, “usually those
gross cookies look all bumpy and strange, but these
were smooth. I thought they were pure. I thought I
was safe.”

wish you many blessings and good fortune in 1986.
Maybe you don't believe in seasons. Why do we call it a holiday
season? Why is Winter a season? We see you and we respect you.
To you, we hope that these several cold weather months find you
in good health and good spirits.
Lastly, you may not believe in holidays at all. Or even days, for
that matter. Once again, we respect your perfectly reasonable
beliefs. Therefore, we would like to wish you a happy unlabeled
period of time.
We hope that we will have the privilege of continuing to fill your
trashcan each month. Again, we would like to wish all of our readers a happy Chocolate Covered Anything Day, several cold weather months, unlabeled period of time, 1986.
Sincerely,
The Hindquarter

The same story happened in all six of her classes
and at her lunch table. Teachers, students, bus
drivers, everybody has had the nasty surprise of
expecting a chocolate chip and tasting a bitter,
pruned raisin. “Why would anyone do that to another person? I have been her friend since first
grade, but I don’t think I know her anymore,” said
freshmen Tom Becker, “What kind of monster does
this? I trusted her!”
When asked for a statement, Davis said, “I only
wanted to give my friends a healthier alternative. I
never meant to do any harm.”

But the protesters are not ready to forgive and forget just yet. They have been seen marching around
the school day and night, through snow and rain.
They were wrong. Upon biting, the students in first
They hold signs that read things like, “Not My
period band realized their fatal error and spit the
Cookie,” and “Holidays Aren’t Meant to Be
contaminated treats into the trash. By the time
Healthy.”
they had recovered, it was too late. Davis had already left for her next class.

Every Senior Receives a Senior
Superlative

added for Least Likely to
Succeed and Most Likely to
Live a Meaningless, Bitter,
and Ultimately Unfulfilling
Life.

By: Theo Evans

“I think it’s important to recIn a push for inclusivity, the ognize all different kinds of
people,” said Margo Jefferyearbook club decided this
son, head of the yearbook
year to award a superlative
to every Hopewell senior. As club and winner of the Most
Likely to Really Mess Up Our
a result, the number of superlative categories increased Yearbooks superlative.
dramatically.
To ensure that all seniors reIn addition to Best Smile, superlatives were added for
Best Frown and Blankest Expression. In addition to Best
Friends, superlatives were
added for Worst Enemies
and Least Likely to Actually
Know Each Other’s Names.
In addition to Most Likely to
Succeed, superlatives were

ceived a superlative, the
Yearbook Club organized a
complicated voting procedure. All seniors were locked
in the cafeteria for nine
hours as they voted for superlative after superlative,
forbidden from leaving until
every senior had received
one. Among the most im-

pressive superlatives were
Best Reddish Brown Hair on
a Person With Green Eyes,
Most Likely to Walk on
Broadway, and Most Likely
to Receive This Superlative.
The yearbook club was worried by one student who
seemed to be receiving no
superlatives but eventually
came to a solution.
“It feels great to be recognized,” said Edward Slater,
voted Most Likely to be
Named Edward Slater.
The superlatives have certainly grown more inclusive,
but Slater thinks there’s still
work to be done. “In future
years, I hope the senior superlatives can be expanded
to other grades as well.”
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Like what you see? If you
want to contribute to next
month’s supplement, come
to 217 during Bulldog
Reporter meetings!

