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BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Unit Overview
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Introduction to Journalism I
Target Course/Grade Level: Journalism I/ 9-10-11-12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will become familiar with the diverse offerings of Journalism I and will gain an
information base from which they can understand the many aspects of Journalism. The Journalism I
introduction includes vocabulary overview, newspaper writing, and an overview of the units in the
course.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts
Social Studies Standards
Technology Standards
Visual and Performing Arts Standards
21st century themes: The unit will integrate the 21st Century Life and Career Strand 9.1 Strand A-D.
These strands include: Critical thinking and problem solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration,
teamwork and leadership, and cross cultural understanding and interpersonal communication. All
students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed
to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
Careers: Vision
•

•
•

Uses effective communication, communication technology, and collaboration skills to interact
with cultural sensitivity in diverse communities and to work in cross-cultural teams in the
multinational workplace.
Demonstrates creative and entrepreneurial thinking by recognizing and acting on promising
opportunities while accepting responsibility for possible risks.
Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in the area of
writing in response to changing societal and economic conditions.

Technology: Vision
•
•

•
•

Apply information-literacy skills to access, manage, and communicate information using a range
of emerging technological tools.
Think critically and creatively to solve problems, synthesize and create new knowledge, and
make informed decisions that affect individuals, the world community, and the environment.
Gain enhanced understanding of global interdependencies as well as multiple cultural
perspectives, differing points of view, and diverse values.
Employ a systemic approach to understand the design process, the designed world, and the
interrelationship and impact of technologies.

2

Learning Targets
Content Standards
Number
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

RI.9-10.8
RI.11-12.8

RI.9-10.10
RI.11-12.10

W.9-10.1

W.11-12.1

Language Arts Literacy Common Core Standards
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question
or solve a problem.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Range of Reading & Level of Text Complexity
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
WRITING – Text Types & Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
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•

W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
• Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
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•

W.9-10.3

W.11-12.3

W.9-10.4
W.11-12.4
W.9-10.5
W.11-12.5
W.9-10.6

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation
and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
WRITING – Production & Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other

5

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
W.11-12.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
WRITING – Range of Writing

W.9-10.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes
SPEAKING & LISTENING – Comprehension & Collaboration

W.11-12.10

SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

SL.9-10.2

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible;
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats
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SL.11-12.2

SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

L.9-10.1

L.11-12.1

L.9-10.2

L.11-12.2

L.9-10.3

L.11-12.3

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.
LANGUAGE – Conventions of Standard English
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Use parallel structure.
• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over
time, and is sometimes contested.
• Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g.,
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American
Usage) as needed.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
• Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
• Spell correctly.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Observe hyphenation conventions.
• Spell correctly.
LANGUAGE – Knowledge of Language
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the
discipline and writing type.
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
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Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex
texts when reading.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
•

L.9-10.4

L.11-12.4

L.9-10.5

L.11-12.5

L.9-10.6

L.11-12.6
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level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
NJCCCS Technology and 21st Century Skills
9.1.12.A.1
9.1.12.B.1
9.1.12.E.1
9.1.12.E.5
9.1.12.F.2
9.1.12.F.5
9.4.12.A.8

Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning
experiences.
Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of
the data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple perspectives.
Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural,
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets.
Compare laws governing the unethical use of media in different countries.
Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom
and during structured learning experiences.
Formulate an opinion regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue based on
research.
Use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents.

9.4.12.A.15

Use oral and written communication skills in creating, expressing, and interpreting
information and ideas, including technical terminology and information related to this
cluster.
9.4.12.C.(2).1 Demonstrate writing processes used for a range of journalism media to build a base of
skills for careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).2 Demonstrate writing processes used for broadcast media to build a base of skills for
careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how technical support can be used to
enhance broadcast productions.
9.4.12.C.(2).5 Examine and summarize ethical and legal issues related to the pathway to build
awareness of responsible conduct of employees in this industry.
9.4.12.C.(2).7 Demonstrate the ability to plan and deliver a broadcast production to exhibit readiness
for completing key functions in the field.
Unit Essential Questions
Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
• What is Journalism I?
• What is essential vocabulary for
• Accuracy is the most important aspect of journalism.
Journalism I?
• Time management and deadlines are an important
• What does it mean to write for a
aspect of newspaper writing.
newspaper?
• Correct English is essential to good newspaper writing.
• What is a journalist?
Unit Objectives
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
Students will be able to…
• The concept of writing the news.
• Demonstrate their understanding of the aspects of
writing for the newspaper.
• How to gather news.
• The role of the newspaper in society.
• Identify elements that will comprise the course of
• The careers available in journalism.
Journalism I.

9

BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments
• Do now activities
• Class discussion
• Worksheets with varied exercises
• Writing submissions
• Extended written responses
• Chapter test from text book
• PowerPoint quizzes
• Journalistic terms
Summative Assessment
• Test on PowerPoint and videos
• Writing portfolio
• Tests on chapters in text
• Tests on journalistic terms
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
• Preferential seating
• Timelines and check points
• Modify tests and quizzes
• Preferential seating
• Alternative/Formative assessment (projects)
• Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
• Differentiated topics/instructions/lengths based on students’ abilities
• Appropriate scaffolding provided as necessary
• Additional enrichment texts/resources/assignments provided as needed based on student ability
• Effective teacher questioning; ranging from fact recall to higher order critical thinking questions
• Guided practice in combination with independent exploration
• Heterogeneous students grouping
• Movement from teacher-directed learning to student-directed learning
• Supplemental materials
• Teacher led and student led conferences
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
• Chalk board/white board
• Computer
• Curriculum Map
• LCD/Overhead projector
• DVD/VCR
• CD Player
• Writing for the Mass Media (Allyn & Bacon)
• Exploring Journalism and Mass Media (Cengage Pub.)
• Journalism Matters (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
• Films: Shattered Glass, Live from Bagdad, All the President’s Men, Freedom Writers, Good Night, Good
Luck, Bowling for Columbine and others at the instructor’s discretion
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• Teacher created worksheets and materials
• Worksheets to accompany unit topics
• PowerPoint and clips with background information for writing
• Clips from http://www.youtube.com
• Teacher created activities and worksheets related to writing.
Teacher Notes:
• Each student will be required to maintain a portfolio which will be used as a final summative
evaluation.
• The following foundational skills should be developed continuously throughout the year:
Reading:
• Make use of schema
• Reread for clarification
• Seeking meaning of unknown vocabulary
• Make connections: text to text, text to self, text to world
Writing:
• Use written and oral English appropriate for various purposes and audiences.
• Create and develop texts that include the following text features:
• Development: the topic, theme, stand/perspective, argument is fully developed
• Organization: the test exhibits a discernible progressions of ideas
• Style: the writer demonstrates a quality of imagination, individuality, and a distinctive voice
• Word choice: the words are precise and vivid
• Create and develop texts.
• Sentence formation: sentences are complete and varied in length and structure
Conventions: appropriate grammar, mechanics, spelling and usage enhance the meaning and readability
of the text.
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BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I
Unit Overview
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Writing the News
Target Course/Grade Level: Journalism I/ 9-10-11-12
Unit Summary
The “Writing the News” unit will focus on the areas of developing the skills for writing articles in the
school newspaper. Students will gain an understanding of writing the news story, editing the news story,
journalistic style, and in depth reporting.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts
Social Studies Standards
Technology Standards
Visual and Performing Arts Standards
21st century themes: The unit will integrate the 21st Century Life and Career Strand 9.1 Strand A-D.
These strands include: Critical thinking and problem solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration,
teamwork and leadership, and cross cultural understanding and interpersonal communication. All
students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed
to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
Careers: Vision
•
•

•
•
•
•

Applies critical thinking and problem-solving skills to make reasoned decisions at home, in the
workplace, and in the global community.
Uses effective communication, communication technology, and collaboration skills to interact
with cultural sensitivity in diverse communities and to work in cross-cultural teams in the
multinational workplace.
Is financially literate and financially responsible at home and in the broader community.
Demonstrates creative and entrepreneurial thinking by recognizing and acting on promising
opportunities while accepting responsibility for possible risks.
Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in response to
changing societal and economic conditions.
Produces community, business, and political leaders who demonstrate core ethical values,
including the values of democracy and free enterprise, during interactions with the global
community.

Technology: Vision
•

Apply information-literacy skills to access, manage, and communicate information using a range
of emerging technological tools.

•

Think critically and creatively to solve problems, synthesize and create new knowledge, and
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•
•

make informed decisions that affect individuals, the world community, and the environment.
Gain enhanced understanding of global interdependencies as well as multiple cultural
perspectives, differing points of view, and diverse values.
Employ a systemic approach to understand the design process, the designed world, and the
interrelationship and impact of technologies.

Learning Targets

Content Standards
Number
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

RI.9-10.8
RI.11-12.8

RI.9-10.10
RI.11-12.10

W.9-10.1

Language Arts Literacy Common Core Standards
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story
in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Range of Reading & Level of Text Complexity
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
WRITING – Text Types & Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
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W.11-12.1

W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
• Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
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•

W.9-10.3

W.11-12.3

W.9-10.4
W.11-12.4
W.9-10.5

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation
and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g.,
a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
WRITING – Production & Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
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W.11-12.5
W.9-10.6
W.11-12.6

W.9-10.10
W.11-12.10

SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
WRITING – Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes
SPEAKING & LISTENING – Comprehension & Collaboration
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
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SL.9-10.2
SL.11-12.2

SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

L.9-10.1

L.11-12.1

L.9-10.2

L.11-12.2

L.9-10.3

evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
LANGUAGE – Conventions of Standard English
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
• Use parallel structure.
• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
• Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over
time, and is sometimes contested.
• Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g.,
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American
Usage) as needed.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
• Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
• Spell correctly.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Observe hyphenation conventions.
• Spell correctly.
LANGUAGE – Knowledge of Language
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the
discipline and writing type.
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L.11-12.3

L.9-10.4

L.11-12.4

L.9-10.5

L.11-12.5

L.9-10.6

L.11-12.6

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex
texts when reading.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its
standard usage.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their
role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
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level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
NJCCCS Technology and 21st Century Skills
9.1.12.A.1
9.1.12.B.1
9.1.12.E.1
9.1.12.E.5
9.1.12.F.2
9.1.12.F.5
9.4.12.A.8

Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning
experiences.
Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of the
data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple perspectives.
Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, gender,
and age diversity, using various digital media outlets.
Compare laws governing the unethical use of media in different countries.
Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom and during
structured learning experiences.
Formulate an opinion regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue based on
research.
Use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents.

9.4.12.A.15

Use oral and written communication skills in creating, expressing, and interpreting
information and ideas, including technical terminology and information related to this
cluster.
9.4.12.C.(2).1 Demonstrate writing processes used for a range of journalism media to build a base of
skills for careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).2 Demonstrate writing processes used for broadcast media to build a base of skills for
careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how technical support can be used to
enhance broadcast productions.
9.4.12.C.(2).5 Examine and summarize ethical and legal issues related to the pathway to build
awareness of responsible conduct of employees in this industry.
9.4.12.C.(2).7 Demonstrate the ability to plan and deliver a broadcast production to exhibit readiness
for completing key functions in the field.
Unit Essential Questions
Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
• What is a news story?
• What are the elements contained in a • Research is necessary to acquire news that is accurate.
good news story?
• Accuracy is the most important element of any news
• What are the criteria for writing a
story.
news story?
• Deadlines are one of the most important aspects of
• What does editing a news story
news production.
mean?
• A good understanding of language and ability to use
• How do you edit a news story?
words is essential to a successful reporter.
• How do you use quotations in the
news story?
• What is journalistic style?
• What is in depth reporting?
Unit Objectives
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
Students will be able to…
• Vocabulary related to news reporting. • Define vocabulary related to journalism.
• How to write the news story.
• Recognize the elements of writing a news story.
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•
•
•

How to edit the news story.
Journalistic style.
The characteristics of in depth
reporting.

•
•

Recognize the elements of editing a news story.
Understand journalistic style.

BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments
• Do now activities
• Class discussion
• Worksheets with varied exercises
• Collection of news planning sheets
• Advertising word list memorization
• Quizzes
Summative Assessment
• Writing portfolio
• Tests on chapters in the text and notes.
• Journalistic terms evaluation
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
• Preferential seating
• Timelines and check points
• Modify tests and quizzes
• Preferential seating
• Alternative/Formative assessment (projects)
• Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
• Differentiated topics/instructions/lengths based on students’ abilities
• Appropriate scaffolding provided as necessary
• Additional enrichment texts/resources/assignments provided as needed based on student ability
• Effective teacher questioning; ranging from fact recall to higher order critical thinking questions
• Guided practice in combination with independent exploration
• Heterogeneous students grouping
• Movement from teacher-directed learning to student-directed learning
• Supplemental materials
• Teacher led and student led conferences
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
• Chalk board/white board
• Computer
• Curriculum Map
• LCD/Overhead projector
• DVD/VCR
• CD Player
• Writing for the Mass Media (Allyn & Bacon)
• Exploring Journalism and Mass Media (Cengage Pub.)

20

• Journalism Matters (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
• Films: Shattered Glass, Live from Bagdad, All the President’s Men, Freedom Writers, Good Night, Good
Luck, Bowling for Columbine and others at the instructor’s discretion
• Teacher created worksheets and materials
• Worksheets to accompany unit topics
• PowerPoint and clips with background information for writing
• Clips from http://www.youtube.com
Teacher Notes:
• Each student will be required to maintain a portfolio which will be used as a summative evaluation.
• The following foundational skills should be developed continuously throughout the year:
Reading:
• Make use of schema
• Reread for clarification
• Seeking meaning of unknown vocabulary
• Make connections: text to text, text to self, text to world
Writing:
• Use written and oral English appropriate for various purposes and audiences.
• Create and develop texts that include text features.
• Organization: the test exhibits a discernible progressions of ideas
• Style: the writer demonstrates a quality of imagination, individuality, and a distinctive voice
• Word choice: the words are precise and vivid
• Create and develop texts that include language conventions:
• Sentence formation: sentences are complete and varied in length and structure
Conventions: appropriate grammar, mechanics, spelling and usage enhance the meaning and readability
of the text.
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BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I
Unit Overview
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Beyond Page One
Target Course/Grade Level: Journalism I/ 9-10-11-12
Unit Summary
This unit investigates the newspaper beyond page one. Students will learn how to identify a subject for
writing feature articles. They will understand the recursive writing process. Students will be able to
refine their stories. Students will be taught the art of writing the editorial, the column, sports writing,
and the specifics for writing for the school newspaper. Students will also practice writing headlines for
newspaper articles.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts
Social Studies Standards
Technology Standards
Visual and Performing Arts Standards
21st century themes: The unit will integrate the 21st Century Life and Career Strand 9.1 Strand A-D.
These strands include: Critical thinking and problem solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration,
teamwork and leadership, and cross cultural understanding and interpersonal communication. All
students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed
to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
Careers: Vision
•
•

•
•
•
•

Applies critical thinking and problem-solving skills to make reasoned decisions at home, in the
workplace, and in the global community.
Uses effective communication, communication technology, and collaboration skills to interact
with cultural sensitivity in diverse communities and to work in cross-cultural teams in the
multinational workplace.
Is financially literate and financially responsible at home and in the broader community.
Demonstrates creative and entrepreneurial thinking by recognizing and acting on promising
opportunities while accepting responsibility for possible risks.
Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in response to
changing societal and economic conditions.
Produces community, business, and political leaders who demonstrate core ethical values,
including the values of democracy and free enterprise, during interactions with the global
community.

Technology: Vision
•

Apply information-literacy skills to access, manage, and communicate information using a range
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•
•
•
•

of emerging technological tools.
Think critically and creatively to solve problems, synthesize and create new knowledge, and
make informed decisions that affect individuals, the world community, and the environment.
Gain enhanced understanding of global interdependencies as well as multiple cultural
perspectives, differing points of view, and diverse values.
Employ a systemic approach to understand the design process, the designed world, and the
interrelationship and impact of technologies.
Model digital citizenship.
Learning Targets

Content Standards
Number
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

RI.9-10.8
RI.11-12.8

RI.9-10.10
RI.11-12.10

W.9-10.1

Language Arts Literacy Common Core Standards
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question
or solve a problem.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Range of Reading & Level of Text Complexity
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
WRITING – Text Types & Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
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W.11-12.1

W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
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W.9-10.3

W.11-12.3

W.9-10.4
W.11-12.4

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
• Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation
and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
WRITING – Production & Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
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W.9-10.5
W.11-12.5
W.9-10.6
W.11-12.6

W.9-10.10

W.11-12.10
SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
WRITING – Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes
SPEAKING & LISTENING – Comprehension & Collaboration
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
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SL.9-10.2
SL.11-12.2

SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

L.9-10.1

L.11-12.1

L.9-10.2

L.11-12.2

L.9-10.3

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible;
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.
LANGUAGE – Conventions of Standard English
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Use parallel structure.
• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over
time, and is sometimes contested.
• Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g.,
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American
Usage) as needed.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
• Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
• Spell correctly.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Observe hyphenation conventions.
• Spell correctly.
LANGUAGE – Knowledge of Language
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
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L.11-12.3

L.9-10.4

L.11-12.4

L.9-10.5

L.11-12.5

when reading or listening.
• Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the
discipline and writing type.
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex
texts when reading.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
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their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
NJCCCS Technology and 21st Century Skills
9.1.12.A.1
Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning
experiences.
9.1.12.B.1
Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of
the data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple perspectives.
9.1.12.E.1
Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural,
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets.
9.1.12.E.5
Compare laws governing the unethical use of media in different countries.
9.1.12.F.2
Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom
and during structured learning experiences.
9.1.12.F.5
Formulate an opinion regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue based on
research.
9.4.12.A.8
Use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents.
9.4.12.A.15
Use oral and written communication skills in creating, expressing, and interpreting
information and ideas, including technical terminology and information related to this
cluster.
9.4.12.C.(2).1 Demonstrate writing processes used for a range of journalism media to build a base of
skills for careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).2 Demonstrate writing processes used for broadcast media to build a base of skills for
careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how technical support can be used to
enhance broadcast productions.
9.4.12.C.(2).5 Examine and summarize ethical and legal issues related to the pathway to build
awareness of responsible conduct of employees in this industry.
9.4.12.C.(2).7 Demonstrate the ability to plan and deliver a broadcast production to exhibit readiness
for completing key functions in the field.
Unit Essential Questions
Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
• What is a feature article?
• Accuracy is the most important element of the news
• What is an editorial?
story.
• What is a column?
• A good understanding of writing and words is important
• What is sports writing?
to a journalist.
• How do you write for the school
• Deadlines are important to the professional journalist.
newspaper?
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Unit Objectives
Students will know…
• The elements of writing feature news
stories.
• The elements of refining feature news
stories.
• The elements of writing editorials.
• The elements of column writing.
• The elements of sports writing.
• How to write of the school newspaper.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
• Identify major elements of feature article and produce
feature articles.
• Identify the major elements of an editorial and produce
editorials.
• Identify the major elements of column writing and
produce a column.
• Identify the major elements of sports writing and
produce sports articles.
• Write for the school newspaper.
BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments
• Do now activities
• Writing assignments
• Journals
• Cooperative groups
• Worksheets with varied exercises
• Class discussions
• News research
Summative Assessments
• Writing portfolio
• Test on text chapters
• Journalistic terms evaluations
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
• Extended time as needed
• Timelines and check points
• Modify tests and quizzes
• Preferential seating
• Alternative/Formative assessment (projects)
• Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
• Differentiated topics/instructions/lengths based on students’ abilities
• Appropriate scaffolding provided as necessary
• Additional enrichment texts/resources/assignments provided as needed based on student ability
• Effective teacher questioning; ranging from fact recall to higher order critical thinking questions
• Guided practice in combination with independent exploration
• Heterogeneous students grouping
• Movement from teacher-directed learning to student-directed learning
• Supplemental materials
• Teacher led and student led conferences
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
• Chalk board/white board
• Computer
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curriculum Map
LCD/Overhead projector
DVD/VCR
CD Player
Writing for the Mass Media (Allyn & Bacon)
Exploring Journalism and Mass Media (Cengage Pub.)
Journalism Matters (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
Films: Shattered Glass, Live from Bagdad, All the President’s Men, Freedom Writers, Good Night, Good
Luck, Bowling for Columbine and others at the instructor’s discretion
• Teacher created worksheets and materials
• Worksheets to accompany unit topics
• PowerPoint and clips with background information for writing
• Clips from http://www.youtube.com
Teacher Notes:
• Infuse various literary terminologies throughout this unit.
• Start a writing script writing section in the final portfolio for each student.
• The following foundational skills should be developed continuously throughout the year:
Reading:
• Make use of schema
• Reread for clarification
• Seeking meaning of unknown vocabulary
• Make and revise predictions
• Draw conclusions
• Make connections: text to text, text to self, text to world
Writing:
• Use written and oral English appropriate for various purposes and audiences.
• Create and develop texts that include the following text features:
• Development: the topic, theme, stand/perspective, argument or character is fully developed
• Organization: the test exhibits a discernible progressions of ideas
• Style: the writer demonstrates a quality of imagination, individuality, and a distinctive voice
• Word choice: the words are precise and vivid
• Create and develop texts that include the following language conventions:
• Sentence formation: sentences are complete and varied in length and structure
• Conventions: appropriate grammar, mechanics, spelling and usage enhance the meaning and
readability of the text.
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BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Unit Overview
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Gathering the News
Target Course/Grade Level: Journalism I/ 9-10-11-12
Unit Summary
In this unit students will enhance their skills base in the area of locating the sources for gathering news
and reporting these stories. Students will understand the practice of interviewing sources and the
elements contained in a good interview.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts
Social Studies Standards
Technology Standards
Visual and Performing Arts Standards
21st century themes: The unit will integrate the 21st Century Life and Career Strand 9.1 Strand A-D.
These strands include: Critical thinking and problem solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration,
teamwork and leadership, and cross cultural understanding and interpersonal communication. All
students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed
to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
Careers: Vision
•
•

•
•
•
•

Applies critical thinking and problem-solving skills to make reasoned decisions at home, in the
workplace, and in the global community.
Uses effective communication, communication technology, and collaboration skills to interact
with cultural sensitivity in diverse communities and to work in cross-cultural teams in the
multinational workplace.
Is financially literate and financially responsible at home and in the broader community.
Demonstrates creative and entrepreneurial thinking by recognizing and acting on promising
opportunities while accepting responsibility for possible risks.
Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in response to
changing societal and economic conditions.
Produces community, business, and political leaders who demonstrate core ethical values,
including the values of democracy and free enterprise, during interactions with the global
community.

Technology: Vision
•
•

Apply information-literacy skills to access, manage, and communicate information using a range
of emerging technological tools.
Think critically and creatively to solve problems, synthesize and create new knowledge, and
make informed decisions that affect individuals, the world community, and the environment.
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•
•

Gain enhanced understanding of global interdependencies as well as multiple cultural
perspectives, differing points of view, and diverse values.
Employ a systemic approach to understand the design process, the designed world, and the
interrelationship and impact of technologies.
Learning Targets

Content Standards
Number
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

RI.9-10.8
RI.11-12.8

RI.9-10.10
RI.11-12.10

W.9-10.1

W.11-12.1

Language Arts Literacy Common Core Standards
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question
or solve a problem.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Range of Reading & Level of Text Complexity
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
WRITING – Text Types & Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
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W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
• Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
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•

W.9-10.3

W.11-12.3

W.9-10.4
W.11-12.4
W.9-10.5

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation
and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
WRITING – Production & Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
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W.11-12.5
W.9-10.6
W.11-12.6

W.9-10.10
W.11-12.10
SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
WRITING – Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes
SPEAKING & LISTENING – Comprehension & Collaboration
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
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SL.9-10.2
SL.11-12.2

SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

L.9-10.1

L.11-12.1

L.9-10.2

L.11-12.2

L.9-10.3

evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible;
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.
LANGUAGE – Conventions of Standard English
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Use parallel structure.
• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over
time, and is sometimes contested.
• Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g.,
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American
Usage) as needed.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
• Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
• Spell correctly.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Observe hyphenation conventions.
• Spell correctly.
LANGUAGE – Knowledge of Language
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the
discipline and writing type.
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L.11-12.3

L.9-10.4

L.11-12.4

L.9-10.5

L.11-12.5

L.9-10.6

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex
texts when reading.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
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a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
NJCCCS Technology and 21st Century Skills
9.1.12.A.1
Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning
experiences.
9.1.12.B.1
Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of
the data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple perspectives.
9.1.12.E.1
Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural,
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets.
9.1.12.E.5
Compare laws governing the unethical use of media in different countries.
9.1.12.F.2
Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom
and during structured learning experiences.
9.1.12.F.5
Formulate an opinion regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue based on
research.
9.4.12.A.8
Use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents.
9.4.12.A.15
Use oral and written communication skills in creating, expressing, and interpreting
information and ideas, including technical terminology and information related to this
cluster.
9.4.12.C.(2).1 Demonstrate writing processes used for a range of journalism media to build a base of
skills for careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).2 Demonstrate writing processes used for broadcast media to build a base of skills for
careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how technical support can be used to
enhance broadcast productions.
9.4.12.C.(2).5 Examine and summarize ethical and legal issues related to the pathway to build
awareness of responsible conduct of employees in this industry.
9.4.12.C.(2).7 Demonstrate the ability to plan and deliver a broadcast production to exhibit readiness
for completing key functions in the field.
Unit Essential Questions
Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
• What are news sources?
• Good students have superior reading and study skills.
• Where are news sources located?
• A good journalist has superior writing skills
• What are human sources?
• Journalism a wide variety of career opportunities.
• What are the elements of
interviewing?
• Accuracy is the most important aspect of writing and
editing a news story.
• How do you conduct an interview that
gets the information you need for
your story?
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Unit Objectives
Students will know…
• The basic sources used in collecting
information for a news story.
• The elements involved in gathering
the news.
• The elements of conducting a good
news story.

Formative Assessments
• Class discussions
• Modeling
• Practice selections
• Cooperative groups

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
• Collect news that is appropriate for publication in an
article.
• Conduct interview both individually and in groups.

BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Evidence of Learning
• Quizzes
• Checking/collecting notes
• Worksheets

Summative Assessments
• Writing portfolio
• Chapter tests
• Journalistic terms evaluation
• News article submission
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
• Extended time as needed
• Timelines and check points
• Modify tests and quizzes
• Preferential seating
• Alternative/Formative assessment (projects)
• Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
• Differentiated topics/instructions/lengths based on students’ abilities
• Appropriate scaffolding provided as necessary
• Additional enrichment texts/resources/assignments provided as needed based on student ability
• Effective teacher questioning; ranging from fact recall to higher order critical thinking questions
• Guided practice in combination with independent exploration
• Heterogeneous students grouping
• Movement from teacher-directed learning to student-directed learning
• Supplemental materials
• Teacher led and student led conferences
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
• Chalk board/white board
• Computer
• Curriculum Map
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LCD/Overhead projector
DVD/VCR
CD Player
Writing for the Mass Media (Allyn & Bacon)
Exploring Journalism and Mass Media (Cengage Pub.)
Journalism Matters (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
Films: Shattered Glass, Live from Bagdad, All the President’s Men, Freedom Writers, Good Night, Good
Luck, Bowling for Columbine and others at the instructor’s discretion
Teacher created worksheets and materials
Worksheets to accompany unit topics
PowerPoint and clips with background information for writing
Clips from http://www.youtube.com

Teacher Notes:
• Each student will be required to maintain a portfolio which will be used as a summative evaluation.
• The following foundational skills should be developed continuously throughout the year:
Reading:
• Make use of schema
• Reread for clarification
• Seeking meaning of unknown vocabulary
• Make connections: text to text, text to self, text to world
Writing:
• Use written and oral English appropriate for various purposes and audiences.
• Create and develop texts that include the following text features:
• Development: the topic, theme, stand/perspective, argument is fully developed
• Organization: the test exhibits a discernible progressions of ideas
• Style: the writer demonstrates a quality of imagination, individuality, and a distinctive voice
• Word choice: the words are precise and vivid
• Create and develop texts that include the following language conventions:
• Sentence formation: sentences are complete and varied in length and structure
• Conventions: appropriate grammar, mechanics, spelling and usage enhance the meaning and
readability of the text.
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BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Unit Overview
Content Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Newspaper and Community
Target Course/Grade Level: Journalism I/10,11,12
Unit Summary
This unit prepares the students to understand the relevance of the newspaper to the community.
Students will be able to understand the role that the newspaper has played and continues to play in
American society. Students will be exposed to the functions of the newspaper and the divisions that
make up the newspaper. Students will study the possible careers available in the newspaper profession
and the ethical guidelines that govern the profession. A review of the definition of news and all of the
elements involved in reporting the news will round out this unit.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts
Social Studies Standards
Technology Standards
Visual and Performing Arts Standards
21st century themes: The unit will integrate the 21st Century Life and Career Strand 9.1 Strand A-D.
These strands include: Critical thinking and problem solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration,
teamwork and leadership, and cross cultural understanding and interpersonal communication. All
students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed
to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
Careers: Vision
•
•

•
•
•
•

Applies critical thinking and problem-solving skills to make reasoned decisions at home, in the
workplace, and in the global community.
Uses effective communication, communication technology, and collaboration skills to interact
with cultural sensitivity in diverse communities and to work in cross-cultural teams in the
multinational workplace.
Is financially literate and financially responsible at home and in the broader community.
Demonstrates creative and entrepreneurial thinking by recognizing and acting on promising
opportunities while accepting responsibility for possible risks.
Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in response to
changing societal and economic conditions.
Produces community, business, and political leaders who demonstrate core ethical values,
including the values of democracy and free enterprise, during interactions with the global
community.

Technology: Vision
•

Apply information-literacy skills to access, manage, and communicate information using a range
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•
•
•

of emerging technological tools.
Think critically and creatively to solve problems, synthesize and create new knowledge, and
make informed decisions that affect individuals, the world community, and the environment.
Gain enhanced understanding of global interdependencies as well as multiple cultural
perspectives, differing points of view, and diverse values.
Employ a systemic approach to understand the design process, the designed world, and the
interrelationship and impact of technologies.
Learning Targets

Content Standards
Number
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

RI.9-10.8
RI.11-12.8

RI.9-10.10
RI.11-12.10

W.9-10.1

Language Arts Literacy Common Core Standards
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question
or solve a problem.
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.
Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – Range of Reading & Level of Text Complexity
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
WRITING – Text Types & Purposes
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
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•

W.11-12.1

W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns,
values, and possible biases.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity
of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
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•

W.9-10.3

W.11-12.3

W.9-10.4
W.11-12.4

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
• Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole.
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
• Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation
and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
WRITING – Production & Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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W.9-10.5
W.11-12.5
W.9-10.6
W.11-12.6

W.9-10.10
W.11-12.10
SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
WRITING – Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes
SPEAKING & LISTENING – Comprehension & Collaboration
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange
of ideas.
• Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making,
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
• Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic
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SL.9-10.2
SL.11-12.2

SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

L.9-10.1

L.11-12.1

L.9-10.2

L.11-12.2

L.9-10.3

or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible;
and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.
LANGUAGE – Conventions of Standard English
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Use parallel structure.
• Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over
time, and is sometimes contested.
• Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g.,
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American
Usage) as needed.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
• Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
• Spell correctly.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
• Observe hyphenation conventions.
• Spell correctly.
LANGUAGE – Knowledge of Language
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
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•

L.11-12.3

L.9-10.4

L.11-12.4

L.9-10.5

L.11-12.5

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual
(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the
discipline and writing type.
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
• Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex
texts when reading.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its
etymology.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
• Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
• Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
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L.9-10.6

L.11-12.6

9.1.12.A.1
9.1.12.B.1
9.1.12.E.1
9.1.12.E.5
9.1.12.F.2
9.1.12.F.5
9.4.12.A.8

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
NJCCCS Technology and 21st Century Skills
Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning
experiences.
Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of
the data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple perspectives.
Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural,
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets.
Compare laws governing the unethical use of media in different countries.
Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom
and during structured learning experiences.
Formulate an opinion regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue based on
research.
Use correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit documents.

9.4.12.A.15

Use oral and written communication skills in creating, expressing, and interpreting
information and ideas, including technical terminology and information related to this
cluster.
9.4.12.C.(2).1 Demonstrate writing processes used for a range of journalism media to build a base of
skills for careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).2 Demonstrate writing processes used for broadcast media to build a base of skills for
careers in the field.
9.4.12.C.(2).3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how technical support can be used to
enhance broadcast productions.
9.4.12.C.(2).5 Examine and summarize ethical and legal issues related to the pathway to build
awareness of responsible conduct of employees in this industry.
9.4.12.C.(2).7 Demonstrate the ability to plan and deliver a broadcast production to exhibit readiness
for completing key functions in the field.
Unit Essential Questions
Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
• What is the history of the American
newspaper?
• The importance of the history of the American
newspaper to society.
• What are the function, sections,
process, and divisions of the
• Ethics and the profession of journalism.
newspaper?
• The importance of accuracy in reporting the news.
• What is the journalistic code of ethics? • The importance of deadlines to the profession of
journalism.
• What is involved in making ethical
choices as a journalist?
• What is news and news reporting?
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Unit Objectives
Students will know…
• The history of the American
Newspaper and its role in society.
• The function and sections of the
average newspaper.
• The ethical choices involved reporting
news stories.
• The careers available in the field of
journalism.
• The understanding of news and news
reporting.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
• Identify the importance of the American newspaper to
society.
• Practice the journalist’s code of ethics.
• Practice the concept of news gathering and news
reporting.
• Research the careers available in the field of journalism.

BRICK TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOURNALISM I CURRICULUM
Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments
• Class discussions
• Modeling
• Work in class on draft
• Peer review
• Writing submissions
Summative Assessments
• Writing portfolio
• Writing submissions
• Chapter tests
• Journalistic terms evaluation
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
• Extended time as needed
• Timelines and check points
• Modify tests and quizzes
• Preferential seating
• Alternative/Formative assessment (projects)
• Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
• Differentiated topics/instructions/lengths based on students’ abilities
• Appropriate scaffolding provided as necessary
• Additional enrichment texts/resources/assignments provided as needed based on student ability
• Effective teacher questioning; ranging from fact recall to higher order critical thinking questions
• Guided practice in combination with independent exploration
• Heterogeneous students grouping
• Movement from teacher-directed learning to student-directed learning
• Supplemental materials
• Teacher led and student led conferences
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Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
• Chalk board/white board
• Computer
• Curriculum Map
• LCD/Overhead projector
• DVD/VCR
• CD Player
• Writing for the Mass Media (Allyn & Bacon)
• Exploring Journalism and Mass Media (Cengage Pub.)
• Journalism Matters (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
• Films: Shattered Glass, Live from Bagdad, All the President’s Men, Freedom Writers, Good Night, Good
Luck, Bowling for Columbine and others at the instructor’s discretion
• Teacher created worksheets and materials
• Worksheets to accompany unit topics
• PowerPoint and clips with background information for writing
• Clips from http://www.youtube.com
Teacher Notes:
• Each student will be required to maintain a portfolio which will be used as a summative evaluation.
• The following foundational skills should be developed continuously throughout the year:
Reading:
• Make use of schema
• Reread for clarification
• Seeking meaning of unknown vocabulary
• Make connections: text to text, text to self, text to world
Writing: Revision of written narratives.
• Use written and oral English appropriate for various purposes and audiences.
• Create and develop texts that include the following text features:
• Development: the topic, theme, stand/perspective, argument is fully developed
• Organization: the test exhibits a discernible progressions of ideas
• Style: the writer demonstrates a quality of imagination, individuality, and a distinctive voice
• Word choice: the words are precise and vivid
• Create and develop texts that include the following language conventions:
• Sentence formation: sentences are complete and varied in length and structure
• Conventions: appropriate grammar, mechanics, spelling and usage enhance the meaning and
readability of the text.
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