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GEOSCIENCE COURSE

One year lab science course

Five Credits
Five Class Periods per Week

Grading
Grades are on a total point system
Tests 100 points
Quizzes 20 points
Labs 20-30 points
Homework 5-10 points
Projects 50-100 points
Class Participation 10% of total points

Grading Structure: Benchmark for mastery of course content as set by the MRHS Board of
Education is 65%. Content mastery for students with IEPs may be less than the 65% minimum
for regular education students.
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SCIENCE STANDARDS

Standard 5.1 (Science Practices)

All students will understand that science is both of body of knowledge and an evidence-based, model-
building enterprise that continually extends, refines, and revise knowledge. The four Science Practices
strands encompass the knowledge and reasoning skills that students must acquire to be proficient in
science.

Understand Scientific Explanations

Generate Scientific Evidence through Active Investigations
Reflect on Scientific Knowledge

Participate Productively in Science
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Standard 5.2 (Physical Science)
Physical Science Principles, including fundamental ideas about matter, energy, and motion, are powerful
conceptual tools for making sense of phenomena in physical, living, and Earth systems science.

Properties of Matter

Changes of Matter

Forms of Energy

Energy Transfer and Conservation
Forces and Motion
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Standard 5.3 (Life Science)

All students will understand that science principles are powerful conceptual tools for making sense of
the complexity, diversity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. Order in natural systems arises in
accordance with rules that govern the physical world, and the order of natural systems can be modeled
and predicted through the use of mathematics.

Organization and Development
Matter and Energy Transformations
Interdependence

Heredity and Reproduction
Evolution and Diversity
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Standard 5.4 (Earth Systems Science)
Earth operates as a set of complex, dynamic, and interconnected systems and is a part of the all-
encompassing system of the universe.

Objects in the Universe
History of Earth

Properties of Earth Materials
Tectonics

Energy in Earth Systems
Climate and Weather
Biogeochemical Cycles
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New Jersey Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards:

Standard 1:
All Students will Develop Career Planning and Workplace Readiness Skills.

Standard 2:
All Students Will Use Information, Technology, and Other Tools.

Standard 3:
All Students Will Use Critical Thinking, Decision Making and Problem-Solving Skills.

Standard 4:
All Students Will Demonstrate Self-Management Skills.

Standard 5:
All Students Will Apply Safety Principles.






