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Principal’s Update
We are all very excited about the recent approval of the Mead Levy and Bond
last Tuesday. This support will allow our district to create three outstanding
middle schools that offer creative and challenging academic programs for 6th, 7th and 8th
graders district-wide. Although it will take some time to plan and implement, this is an
improvement that will serve all of our middle school students well for years to come. The
Northwood staff wants to say a huge “Thank you” to the Mead
Community for this vote of support.
Last Wednesday, February 7, Six hundred grandparents and
grandchildren found each other at 9:10 in our new commons.
Everyone enjoyed our jazz band, had some treats and
students showed off our new school. It was great fun to
have so many grandparents show up and make our third
annual Grandparents Day such a success.
Tuesday morning, I announced to my staff that I will be retiring at
the end of June. I will be finishing my 42nd year in education, with the last 19 as
Northwood’s Principal. I have enjoyed my job, and I have especially enjoyed the staff, parents
and students that I have had the honor of working with. These positive experiences often resurface during Costco shopping trips that can seem more like family reunions. The district will
initiate an open hiring process to identify the next Northwood Principal, and I know that he or
she will quickly appreciate this incredible community. I have been proud to live in the Mead
School District, and I look forward to continuing to be an advocate for our kids.
Thank you for your awesome support.
Contact me @ dave.stenersen@mead354.org.
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WIAA Star Student of the Month:
Congratulations to Tommy Lloyd who was selected as the Star Student of the Month for
December. Tommy was nominated by his cross country coach, Mr. Salzman, for his
leadership and sportsmanship during the season. Tommy was presented with the award
on Grandparent’s Day and was able to share the moment with his parents, grandparents,
and aunt. This awesome honor is only bestowed on 2 students a month for all of
Washington State. Thanks for representing Northwood, Tommy!

We Are Student Athletes!
Now is a great time to check in and see how the second semester is going for your student (check
their grades too). I appreciate your support as you encourage your child to take time to study,
complete homework, and read in their downtime. These small habits will help lead them toward
success in the classroom.
Academic policy: Athletes with 2 or more F’s will be put on academic probation for a
week and will only be allowed to participate in practices. If they still have 2 or more F’s
after the first week then they will be put on academic suspension for at least a week. This
means they will not be allowed to participate in games or practices unless their grades
have improved by the following grade check. Coaches can hold their players to a higher
standard.
8th Grade Basketball Information
8th grade basketball games begin on Feb. 28 and go through Mar. 28. Please check out the
“Athletic Events” on our webpage or the athletic calendar to get updates on game times,
locations, and the teams that are involved. Coaches will also send home a team calendar, so be
sure to ask for one from your athlete if you have not seen it yet.
Spring Sports – Track & Baseball
It doesn’t feel like spring right now, however, 7th & 8th grade track and 8th grade baseball both
start in April. Don’t hesitate to register ahead of time. Please refer to the online registration link
on the Northwood website. You’ll need to provide an updated physical and be sure to pay all
ASB and sports participation fees. Fees include: ASB - $15.00 and Participation - $30.00

Staff Spot Light
The very awesome Blake Brower and Isaac Knight conducted a secret
interrogation of Mrs. Layton, the sixth grade social studies teacher. Blake Brower first
came into the room and was quickly greeted by Mrs. Layton. After Blake came in, Isaac
entered soon after.
Mrs. Layton soon shared with us that she went into teaching simply
because she “fell in love with the classroom” and it made her feel like she
was truly “making a difference”. She actually “never intended to become a
teacher.” “My mom was a teacher and the kids treated her really rudely.”
In fact, she went to college to become an engineer.
Then, she told us a little about her teaching career such as what
she does to prepare in the summer for the next class.
“To prepare for teaching after a long summer, I like to read several
lengthy books.”
We also asked what she is always trying to improve on.
“One thing that I’m always improving on is making sure that each
student has access to content. You see, every student has a unique learning style, and
it’s my job as a teacher to utilize that learning style. If you ask a fish to climb a tree,
you’ll never know what it’s truly capable of.”
After a while we asked her if she had a favorite tradition at Northwood.
“One of my favorite traditions is the Friday true story.”
“I also enjoy the Fund Run, it’s good to see a bunch of students raising money
like that.”
Time was running out and we were getting antsy to return to our classes so we
decided to cut it short. We thanked her for her time and walked out the door.
Interview by: Isaac Knight and Blake Brower
[2017-2018 Yearbook Students]
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Summer School
June 18th through July 19th
Monday through Thursday
8-10 am – English or Math
10 – 12 noon – Math or English
7th and 8th Grade students can replace lost credits for a
Math and English class and continue to gain skill
development over the summer! 8th grade students can
earn credits toward High School (.5 for each class).
English and Algebra enrichment are offered. Busing is
provided at various bus stop locations. More specifics
and a registration brochure will be coming out soon.
Please contact the Northwood Counseling Center for
more information @ (509) 465-7527

The 6th grade recently hosted an ancient Egyptian
museum. Family, friends from Farwell, and multiple
Northwood classes joined us to celebrate this ancient
culture. Students had an opportunity to share what they had
learned during a six week unit investigating the social
structure, government, religion, technology, and culture of
ancient Egypt.
Looking Ahead
2/27 – Incoming Freshman Night @
MHS – 5:30 pm
3/16 – No School – Snow Make Up Day
3/29 – Wash DC/New York Parent
Meeting – 6 pm – Northwood Library
4/2-4/6 – Spring Break
4/6 – End of 3rd Quarter
4/9 – 6th Grade Softball Starts
4/9 – 6th Grade Football Starts
4/10 – 7th/8th Grade Track Starts
4/10 – 8th Grade Baseball Starts
4/11 – 8th Grade Job Shadow

Attendance Line
(509) 465-7580
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