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Application BubbleTesting Resources

The Compass Guide to 

College Admission 

Testing:

ÅAvailable for free download

ü compassprep.com/guide



Individual Support

Ways we can help:

ÅCopy of this PowerPoint

ÅE-book version of Guide

ÅMonthly email newsletter

ÅProctored practice tests

ÅEvaluation by Director

ÅIn-home tutoring

Ways to reach us:

ÅFill out follow-up card

ÅCall 310-550-0300

ÅEmail 

info@compassprep.com

ÅVisit compassprep.com

ÅFacebook and Twitter



3 Common Timelines for 

Testing and Test Prep

EARLY TRADITIONAL DEFERRED

Maximum use of summer 

before 11th grade

May be seeking National

Merit recognition

Aiming to finish all

testing by end of 

junior year

Prep in summer before

11th grade is modest

PSAT relevant only as

a benchmark

Testing peaks in late

spring of junior year

Little focus on testing

through fall of

11th grade

Begins prep and

testing in spring of

11th grade

Typically peaks in

fall of 12th grade











ñCompetition for college admission has created an 

unprecedented time of intense worry.ò

Getting into college has never been so competitive.

ñStandards have shot up. Parents who got into top notch colleges 

with average grades and good overall qualifications cannot 

understand why their kids canôt.ò

New York Times, 

ñHigh School Seniorsô Agonyò

Anxiety Reaching New Heights?

Written in 1957



Application BubbleApplication Overload

The greatest number of colleges to which a single 

student applied in 2014 wasé

86
Source: Naviance



See pages 4-5 of Compass Guide

SAT or ACT

Required

å1,450

Subject Tests å35

ACT in lieu of

Subject Tests å12Test Optional/Flexible å50

Test Requirements



ACT, SAT, or Both?



Rise of the ACT

SAT takers up 15% since 2005

ACT takers up 62% since 2005
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Rise of the ACT at Compass
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Three Choices for 2017

ñOld SATòñNew SATòACT

Discontinued as of

January 2016

Accelerated timeline

is problematic

for most students

Recommended only

when confirmed by PSAT

and practice test scores

Practice tests limited

and in ñbetaò form

Preliminary scales are

speculative, so accurate

comparisons are difficult

March scores delayed 

Until late spring 2016

Deep reserve of practice

tests available

Prep materials and

offerings are

well-established

All test dates available

with prompt reporting

of scores



Two Choices for Class of 2018

ñOld SATòñNew SATòACT

Discontinued as of

January 2016

Several ñliveò tests will

be available, growing

bank of practice tests

Scaling will be finalized,

concordance to ACT

will still be ñsyntheticò

All test dates available

with prompt reporting

of scores

Deep reserve of practice

tests available

Prep materials and

offerings still more

established than SAT,

but gap narrowing

All test dates available

with prompt reporting

of scores



Comparing Test Structure



Vertical Alignment

See page 17 of Compass Guide



PSAT Score Interpretation



PSAT Score Interpretation



Concordance and 

Comparison

ACT Composite

Old SAT

CR+M+W

New SAT

EBRW+M
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Focus

P/SAT vs ACT Comparison



Math Focus: 
Old SAT vs. New SAT vs. ACT

Pre-Algebra
Old

SAT

New

SAT ACT

Number Properties

Venn Diagrams

Imaginary Numbers

Sequences

Geometry
Old

SAT

New

SAT ACT

Similar Triangles

Perimeter

Visualization

Trigonometry

Algebra
Old

SAT

New

SAT ACT

Inequalities

Quadratics

Zeros

Variation

Data Analysis
Old

SAT

New

SAT ACT

Two-way Tables

Scatterplots

Data Graphics

Sampling

See pages 30-31 of Compass Guide



Old SAT Math ïñAptitudeò

17. Four distinct lines lie in a plane, and exactly two of them are parallel.  
Which of the following could be the number of points where at least two of the 
lines intersect?

I. Three
II. Four

III. Five

(A) I only
(B) III only
(C) I and III only
(D) I, II, and III 
(E) It cannot be determined from the information given.



New SAT Math ïñAlignmentò

If                        , what is the value of 3x + 2y?

Clue: focus on what the question asks for, 

NOT on solving for x and y.

Answer: 24

3x + 2y = 24

Heart of Algebra
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ACT Math ïñAchievementò

Which of the following is an equation of a circle with its center 

at (3, 4) and tangent to the x-axis in the standard (x, y) 

coordinate plane?

A. (x - 3)2 + (y - 4)2 = 16

B. (x - 4)2 + (y - 3)2 = 16

C. (x - 4)2 + (y - 3)2 = 9

D. (x - 3)2 + (y - 4)2 = 9

E. (x + 4)2 + (y + 3)2 = 16

(3,4)

(x - h)2 + (y - k)2 = r2

Center: (h,k)

4


