Massena Central School Board of Education Update
April 6, 2018

School Budget 2018-19
With the state budget released on 3/30, we have spent the week in a final analysis before
preparing a complete recommendation to the BOE for our District 2018-19 budget. As reported
in the BOE Update last weekend, the District did very well for state funding next year.
Specifically, Massena realized an increase of $1,030,446 in Foundation Aid which amounted to
$705,584 over the Governor's proposal of $324,862.
Below are some of the key facts about the overall state budget and its particular impact on
Massena. We will discuss further at the Board meeting on 4/16.
 The State Budget provides $26.7 billion in aid to education which is an $859 million or
3.4% increase over aid in 2017-18.
 Foundation Aid increased by $619 million or 3.7%. Massena realized an increase of
$1,030,446 which amounted to $705,584 over the Governor's proposal of $324,862 in
Foundation Aid.
 Our Community Schools aid will remain at the previous level of $227,000.
 Though there was considerable discussion of school safety, no additional funding was
placed in the state budget for programs such as School Resource Officers.
 Full funding was provided for expense based aids such as BOCES, Building, Special
Education and Transportation at an increase of $240 million or 3%. Expense based aids
for Massena increased by $259,374 or 3.47%. The caps on aid proposed by the
Governor were rejected by the legislature.
 The proposed MCS budget will increase by $1,801,879 or 3.4% to $54,442,854 from
$52,640,975 in 2017-18. These numbers are subject to change slightly as we finalize the
budget prior to 4/16.
The budget also provides $50 million in increases for competitive grants for education, the same
total proposed in the Governor's Executive Budget but allocated a bit differently, and $81 million
in additional funding for charter schools. The overall increase in education funding is said to
total $995 million.
The budget does reject the proposed shift of $70 million in summer special education costs from
the state to school districts, but districts will receive reimbursement later in the school year.
Unfortunately, the approved budget modifies and expands upon Governor Cuomo’s proposal to
require 15 school districts to gain approval for the methodology they use to allocate funds among
their schools. Under that proposal, districts failing to get approval by the State Education
Department and Division of the Budget would have been denied any increase in state aid.
Massena is one of the 15 districts with such reporting requirements as it has four or more
schools.

The approved budget will eventually apply a new budget reporting requirement upon all districts.
The State Education Department and Division of the Budget will develop a form that districts
will be required to use to report how they will allocate funding among schools.
Then SED and DOB will evaluate whether the form has been completed properly; if they deem
that a district has failed to do so completely and in the format required, it would lose any aid
increase. There will be opportunities to submit corrections and avoid a penalty.
Unlike the Governor’s proposal, however, this process would eventually be applied to all school
districts, phased-in over a three-year period, beginning in 2018-19 for districts which have four
or more schools and receive at least 50 percent of their total revenues from the state, then all
other districts with four or more schools commencing in 2019-20, and finally all remaining
districts in 2020-21.
Massena CSD In The News
Monday, April 2, 2018
“Assemblywoman: Some St. Lawrence County schools getting Foundation Aid hikes” – North
Country Now
Assemblywoman Addie Jenne comments on Foundation Aid increases for various school
districts in St. Lawrence County, including the Massena District.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/assemblywoman-some-st-lawrence-county-schoolsgetting-foundation-aid-hikes-0231282
Tuesday, April 3, 2018
“School board candidates have April 16 deadline to file petitions” – Bob Beckstead, CourierObserver
The number of school board vacancies to be filled in North Country school districts, including
Massena, are reported.
Link:
http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/school-board-candidates-have-april-16-deadline-to-file-petitions20180403
Tuesday, April 3, 2018
“Massena, Canton jazz bands, individuals recognized at Oneida Jazz Festival” – Bob
Beckstead, Courier-Observer
Five Massena High School students were recognized for their performances, as well as the High
School Jazz Ensemble.
Link:

http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-canton-jazz-bands-individuals-recognized-at-oneidajazz-festival-20180403
High School
News & Notes
Gateways

Each year Gateways is held at SUNY Canton and
is an opportunity for 12th grade students to talk to
business owners from across the region. They also
have to opportunity to practice interviewing with
business owners, teachers, and college personnel.
In the picture to the left, EJ Miller and Matt
Derouchie are prepared with their resume to
interview at Gateways. Student need to participate
in 3 interviews for a grade as part of English IV.
At the top left, Carrie Thomas’s IB English class is
preparing to leave and to the right Kevin Beaudoin
and Carl Searles are dressed professionally for the
day.

Trumpet donation
Andrew Gardner, Massena Alumni donated a King 601
Trumpet to the Music Department. We are very grateful
for this donation

Reality Check

WHATEVER YOU CALL THEM, DON’T CALL THEM SAFE.
Vaporizers. Cloud pens. E-hookahs. E-cigarettes. Vaping devices go by many names. What you
call them doesn’t matter. What matters is they can fill your lungs with carcinogens, and they’re
illegal if you’re under 18. This was the message brought to a panel of concerned administrators,
counselors, and nurse and town officials by the Seaway Valley Prevention Council. This
organization works in conjunction with the Department of Health and the Center for Disease
Control to spread the message that e-cigarettes and vape pens are not safe. Representatives from
the council came back to present to the high school staff and will be here on April 19th to present
in all Global I. On April 9th all Econ and PIG classes will listen to their presentation and work on
ways to get the word out to politicians to work harder at legislation to end the advertisement of
these products directed at young children. We feel strongly about getting this message out to our
students since many of them are using these devices with the idea that they are save.

St Lawrence Co. Board of Elections
Taylor Dubois

Officials from the bi-partisan St. Lawrence County Board of Elections office helped Massena
Central school students register to vote on Monday March 26th. In addition to having the
opportunity to register students participated in a mock election. Students were provided with a
paper ballot to complete. On the front of the ballot students were able to vote for their favorite
ice cream, season of the year, search engine and their favorite day of the week.
In the ice cream contest, there were 7 choices that made the ballot. For those students who didn’t
see their favorite ice cream listed they chose to use the write in option. It is rumored that mint
chocolate chip had a strong showing in the write-in effort!
In the contest for favorite search engine, a common question that students had was in regards to
why Google appeared as a choice for the blue party and the pink party. New York State is one of
the few states in which more than one political party can endorse a candidate. Also known as,
Fusion voting, the total number of votes for google on the blue party line and the pink party line
are added together.
On the other side of the ballot students were asked “Are you going to vote in the next
Presidential Election?” 84 % of the seniors who participated in the event responded indicated
that they would. Based on data provided by the SLC Board of elections office there are
approximately 8,000 residents of the county between the ages of 18 and 21. Only 1,710 of those
young people are registered. In the last election, only 212 of them turned out to vote. One of the
students calculated the rate of participation and found that only 2.6% of his peers 18-21 actually
participated in the last election.
Board of Elections staff reviewed the safeguards in place to protect the integrity of our elections
in New York State. A hand recount can be conducted with the paper ballots and the voting
machines aren’t connected to the internet and therefore can’t be hacked into. In the State of NY
elections are conducted by democratic and republican party officials who do everything on a bipartisan basis. This acts as a further safeguard to the integrity of our elections in our state. It is

important to note that elections are conducted at state level of government, and not all of the
states in our union have these safeguards in place.

On Wednesday March 28th,
representatives from the United
Steelworkers discussed the role of Labor
in the North Country and around the
US. A second presentation was given by
the organization, Women of
Steel. Representatives talked about the
role of women in the industry and the
continued struggle to get equal wages

Roger Breisch Presentation
This presentation was sponsored by the United
Way and Hospice. Students in grades 9-12
listened as Mr. Breisch spoke of his
experiences in changing the lives of others. I
spoke with students the following day and
several teachers got feedback from there
students. Across all grade levels, the students
found three messages that resonated with them,
there is hope for those who struggle with
suicide, the mind tricks us into believing that
we are different than how others perceive us,
and those who work on the suicide hotlines
don’t save lives, they help people save their
own.

March Staff Development

This presentation was made possible by a donation given to us from the St Lawrence Co Youth
Bureau. Rebecca Gardner from CASDA, a professional development program of the U of
Albany, provided the workshop, which was well received by the high school staff. It has sparked
a lot of interest in future staff development and programs for students.
Upcoming Events
April 9 – Facilities Review - Student Affairs
April 11 – Consolidation Study Committee – 6:30 in Room 314
April 20-27 Spring Break no classes

JW Junior High School
News & Notes

March 2018 Students of the Month
This month 2 students were selected as students of the month. These students were selected and
agreed upon by the entire JW Leary staff through a rigorous nomination and review
process. Students who are selected must demonstrate the following criteria:
Scholarship: Scholarship is demonstrated by a student's willingness to learn.
Leadership: Leaders take the initiative to be involved in the school community as well as the
local community.
Character: Character is doing one’s best to make the right choices.
The winners for March 2018 are:

Tyler Smutz

Evan Converse

Augustus Gordon

(Picture Unavailable)

Career Day at JW Leary
Over 50 community members from various professionals came to JW Leary on March 28th to be
part of our Career Day. This event, which happens every other year, is aimed at figuring out
what careers our students are interested in and bringing in presenters to speak about those
careers. We were fortunate to have such amazing support from our community. Our students
enjoyed the day and go a get a glimpse of what their futures could look like. A sincere thank you
goes out to all of our presenters for taking the time to be here. The support for our school
community is amazing. Also, special thanks needs to go to Keri Zaza, Van Alexander, Christine
Sweet and Erin McLear for all of their hard work organizing this event.

Massena Police Department Presents about Internet Safety
Lieutenant Olson from the Massena Police Department recently came to our school to talk about
Internet Safety. Several of our classes attended his talk where he was spoke about safety in the
digital age and what students can do to protect themselves online. Our students live in a time
when they have immediate access to anyone at any time and with this comes the opportunity to
make bad decisions. Talks like these are aimed at helping students be more aware of the risks
that exist in the world of the internet and social media. Thank you to Mrs. Smith, our Library
Media Specialist, for arranging this talk.

Acceleration Applications are coming home with Report Cards
3rd Quarter report cards will be coming out early next week. Included with these report cards
will be applications for our 7th graders to accelerate in Math and/or Science in Grade 8. If your
students are eligible (averages of 90 or higher in each subject) you will receive the application.
These applications are due back to the office by May 4th. Please call with any questions or
concerns.
A message to Parents about the upcoming NYS Assessments:
Dear Parents and Families of the JW Leary Junior High School,
Spring is here and it is time to administer the New York State Grade 7-8 ELA and Math
assessments. This test will be given on April 11th and 12th. Much has changed within the last
two years and we wanted to take a moment to share with you the changes at the state and district
levels.
·
Both the ELA and Math assessments in grades 7-8 have been made shorter than in past
years. For this year the test has been reduced from 3 days to 2
·
The grades 7 and 8 ELA and Math exams are untimed. This allows students a greater
opportunity to demonstrate what they know by allowing them to work at their own pace. As long
as students are productively working they will be given as much time as they need to finish.
·

The NYS testing program has no bearing whatsoever on teacher evaluations.

·
These assessments are one of the elements we look at to help us make decisions about the
type of supports individual students may need.
·
We also use this information to improve our program by looking at how our students
perform on specific topics
As you can see, NYS has worked diligently to respond to questions and concerns that arose from
both parents and educators during testing over the last several years. Locally, it is our hope that
now we can utilize these updated assessments for what they were always truly intended for: a

way for our schools to evaluate our programs, highlight our strengths, and identify how we can
improve. These assessments are a tool for the school and nothing more. They do not dictate
who your student is or who they will become. These tests do not measure character, nor do they
measure artistic or musical ability. They will not show if your student is the next great internet
billionaire nor will they tell us about your child’s skill in the garage. They simply provide us a
window into the health of our instructional program. Your support in having your child take the
test is essential to the continued success of our school community. Please remind them to try
hard and do their best next week.
Please direct any questions you have about this letter to our office. We will be happy to answer
any concerns that you may have.

Important Upcoming Dates
4/11 and 4/12 NYS ELA Testing
4/17

JH Instrumental Concert,

4/23-27

Spring Break

5/1 and 5/2

NYS Math Testing

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Mindfulness

Mary Ann Post, a veteran teacher at Salmon River Central School, recently shared some
“mindfulness” strategies with small groups of Jefferson teachers. She has had extensive training
and experience in the field of teaching students to regulate themselves, becoming present, and
increasing their focus in the classroom. She graciously shared her experience with our staff through
40 minute mini-presentations and provided hands-on techniques that could immediately be used
in the classrooms.
Battle of The Books
Grade 4
Kellogg’s Fabulous Reading Leaders
Mrs. Kellogg's 4th grade students are excitedly preparing for the Battle of the Books annual
competition. In this photo students were taking a break from designing their team poster. The team
has been reading from the 2018 book list and discussing the characters, plot development and
theme of each book during our weekly meetings. On April 16th the students will battle to see
which team moves to the next level. They LOVE ️ to Read!

Front Row: Andrea Thibault, Mrs. Kellogg
Back Row: Cloey Gollinger, David LaDue, Hannah Worthley, Sophia Nason
Character Education
March Focus Theme: Self-Discipline

Front Row: Michael LaPrade, Tayven McDonald, Ryan Holcomb, Alonzo Newkirk
Back Row: Kadance Chicoine, Briallen Harper-Moulton, Kaniehtentha Thomas, Devon
Hebert
Throughout the month of March teachers and staff at Jefferson have been recognizing students that
demonstrate “self-discipline.” Self-discipline in controlling your emotions, your words, your
actions and the things that you want. Giving your best in all situations. Pictured above are the
students selected from each grade-level that best exhibited the character education theme.
Henry’s Hudson News

Mrs. Paula Henry’s fourth grade classroom recently completed their study of New York State
explorers. The culminating project required the students to work cooperatively in groups to create
and present a “newscast” to the other fourth grade classrooms. Working in teams of three, the
students presented interviews of Henry Hudson, Giovanni Da Verrazano, Jacques Cartier, and
Samuel de Champlain. The newscast identified each explorer’s country of origin, routes traveled,
and goods that were traded. The students wrote their own scripts and then presented it to the
audience.
Paying Attention To Attendance

TESA Conference
Teacher Education Students Association
On March 24 Jefferson fifth grade teacher, Brenna Snyder and Principal, Duane Richards, were
invited guests to the annual TESA Conference held at SUNY Potsdam. The conference coincided
with a college open house.
During the morning networking fair, our district was provided with a table to display materials that
highlight our district. This fair provided an opportunity for administrators to interact with
education students/aspiring teachers in small groups. The conference attendees were a mix of
undergraduate and graduate education majors, including all teacher candidates currently student
teaching.
This networking fair consisted of 3 30-minute sessions. We were given an opportunity to discuss
our perspectives on education, what we would look for in an ideal applicant, posed mock-interview
questions. It was an excellent opportunity to get-to-know the education students and share insight.

New York State ELA and Math Assessments
The New York State grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and math assessments will be
administered to our students starting Tuesday, April 10. I am so extremely proud of our school’s
participation rate last year and thank you very much for your support. Approximately 95% of our
Jefferson students in grade 3-6 completed these exams. It is for this reason that we were able to
modify our instruction this year with feedback to continue to meet each student’s needs.
In response to parent and educator concerns, New York State has also made a number of changes
to the assessments last year and this year. These include:
·
·
·
·
·
·

The test sessions have been reduced from three to two days.
Each session will be shorter with substantially fewer questions than in the past.
The test are untimed. This means that students will have as much time as they need.
The test questions were written and reviewed by teachers.
75% of the questions will be released following the assessment.
There will be approximately 3 weeks between the ELA exam and the Math exam
This year we will also begin allowing students to take the computer based assessments at grade 6
in ELA.
The ELA assessment will be administered on two consecutive days in April.
Grades 3, 4, and 5 will continue to take paper and pencil assessments on April 11 and 12.
Grade 6 will take the assessment on a computer or Chromebook, April 10 and 11.
The Math assessment will be administered on two consecutive days in May.
Math will be administered to grades 3-6 as paper and pencil assessments on May 1 and 2.
Our teachers, staff and administrators do everything we can to make students feel comfortable
taking assessments. Like any assessment, we ask our students to simply do their best.
Like last year, NYSED will release 75% of the assessment questions and instructional reports for
educators in early June. This release will give teachers, schools and the District the opportunity to
analyze our results, implement instructional plans to support individual students, evaluate our
instructional programs and make changes that will help us progress as a district. Thank you for
your continued support. If you have any questions, please contact me.
Calendar Items:
April 10-12

New York State ELA Assessment

April 13

Friends of Jefferson Carnival

April 18

Jefferson Sixth Grade Photos

April 19

Jefferson Coconut Challenge

April 20

No School-Emergency day give-back

April 23-27

Spring Break-No School

6:00pm

1:15pm

Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
March Madness Attendance Competition
For the month of March students in grades PreK-6 competed in a March madness attendance
competition. Mrs. Burkhalter created a large bulletin board that displayed the brackets and the
winners for each week. The winning grade level, grade 6, played the staff in a game of
basketball (missing from the staff photo: Patti Blais and Heather Chontosh). Many staff
members contacted local college basketball teams and our high school sports teams for donations
to raffle off to students who had perfect or good attendance. Below you will see a picture of our
bulletin board display, the students who won a prize in the raffle and the final basketball game.
It sure was a fun filled month and we are proud of the increase of students who had perfect or
good attendance.

Sixth Graders Study Medieval Times
Madison sixth graders are learning about life in the Middle Ages in Darcie Fregoe's Social
Studies class. Among other topics related to the Middle Ages, students have been researching
medieval roles and occupations to learn what life was like in the various manorial levels of
society back then. Here students have fun assuming the identity of a medieval person wearing
period costumes.

Owl-standing Character Award Winners-SELF-DISCIPLINE
The students pictured below were recognized for the character trait, self-discipline. Top row
from left to right: Kaitlyn Premo, Brody Miller, Madison Henry, Madison Adkins Front row:
Virginia Wilson, Jillian Henry-Wood, Emma Clark

Upcoming Events:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

4/10-4/11- Grade 6 Computer Based NYS ELA test
4/11-4/12- Grades 3-5 NYS ELA test
4/19- Sixth grade Spring pictures
4/23-27- Spring Break
5/1-2- Grades 3-6 NYS Math test

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
New York State Champion and Nightengale Champion
Nightengale had our own member of the Massena Junior Wrestling team down to Brockport two
weekends ago. Competing at the largest youth wrestling tournament in the state, Zoee Cook (left)
placed first in the Girls division in the 39-40 pound weight class. She went 3-0 for the day with
two pins and a decision (7-2). Massena had nine other wrestlers that competed in the tournament

over the weekend.

Nightengale Entertainers
On April 3, 2018, the Nightengale Entertainers performed their annual Spring Chorus concert!
This group of over 65 5th and 6th students performed five different selections for their fellow

students during the day and a packed house in the evening. The 5th grade students performed
“Seize the Day” from Disney’s Broadway Musical Newsies with choreography by Isabel Beard
and soloists Samantha Arney, Hannah Burnham, and Leah Morgan. The entire chorus performed
three selections including “What a Wonderful World,” a cappella arrangement of “Joshua Fought
the Battle of Jericho,” and “Powerful Voices.” To close the show, the 6th grade chorus members
performed “My Shot” from the hit Broadway Musical Hamilton featuring rappers Merrik Follett
and Allie Winston as well as a trio comprised of Shelby Goeke, Olivia Miller, and Gracen
Villnave. Both performances had audiences larger than 200 people! Congratulations Nightengale
Entertainers on all of your hard work throughout the year and for creating beautiful music! You

are all rockstars!
Pirates! The Musical!

Ahoy, mateys! Join our swashbuckling band of singing pirates in Nightengale Elementary
School’s production of Pirates! The Musical on April 14, 2018 at 6:00 PM in Massena High
School’s auditorium. A stowaway has snuck aboard our pirate ship and it’s up to the colorful
bearded pirates, the no-beards, and their fearless leader, the King of the High “C’s”, to decide if
she’s meant to be a true buccaneer! You don’t want to miss this fantastic show full of singing,
dancing, and plenty of sword fights to go around! This performance is free to the public, but
donations are encouraged to help ensure future musical productions. Grab your eye patch, parrot,
and peg leg ye scalawags and set sail for Pirates! The Musical!

A visit from Dr. Scruggs Dental Office to Mrs. Todd’s classroom

Mrs. Simcox from Dr. Scruggs Dentist came to visit our JK class at Nightengale. She read a
story and showed the children some of her tools she uses to clean their teeth at the office. The
students enjoyed a goodie bag filled with items to take care of their teeth at home. Thank You
Dr. Scruggs Office!
New York State Assessments
In response to parent and educator concerns, New York State has also made a number of changes
to the assessments last year and this year. These include:






The test sessions have been reduced from three to two days.
Each session will be shorter with substantially fewer questions than in the past.
The test are untimed. This means that students will have as much time as they need.
The test questions were written and reviewed by teachers.
75% of the questions will be released following the assessment.
There will be approximately 3 weeks between the ELA exam and the Math exam

Upcoming Events
4/9—Facilities Committee Meeting—5:00 pm—HS Room 314
4/11—Facilities & Grade Reorganization Advisory Committee Meeting—5:45 pm Building
Tour; 6:30 pm meeting—HS Room 314
4/11-13—NYS Grade 3-8 ELA Exams
4/14—Nightengale Elementary Musical, “Pirates”—6:00 pm—HS Auditorium
4/16—Board of Education Meeting—6:30 pm—HS Room 314
4/17—Junior High Spring Concert—7:00 pm—HS Auditorium

4/18-- High School Band Concert—7:30 pm—HS Auditorium
4/20—Spring Break Begins

