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This issue, the journalism club has decided to change things up a bit. To go with the theme of March events,
we included a St. Patrick’s Day wordsearch and an International Women’s Day Crossword. Hopefully we will
continue to provide more puzzles in our upcoming issues. We hope you enjoy!

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY

SAINT
PATRICK
GREEN
IRISH
FOLKLORE
MARCH
RAINBOW
PARADE
CELTIC
SHAMROCK
JIG
SNAKES
POT
GOLD
LUCK
LEPRECHAUN
EMERALD
IRELAND
TRADITION
CELEBRATE
LEGEND
MISCHIEF
CLOVER
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NEXT GENERATION 2018
By Nara Finkelstein

The National Honor Society’s biggest annual project “Next Generation” was as successful as we had
hoped. This 12 hour sports tournament, which took place on Saturday, January 27th, raised a total of
$21,600 with the help of nearly 450 students, faculty, and parents. This year, the NHS raised money and
awareness for TECHO, a non-proﬁt organization who strives to combat poverty in Latin America by constructing transitional housing and implementing social inclusion programs with the help of youth volunteers. As a result of the destruction brought upon by Hurricane María, we thought it would be best to
support this organization that is giving people back the homes they lost.
Regardless of the weather not being on our side, everybody was able to have the best possible
time, even if it meant getting drenched in mud while playing ﬂag football. Fortunately, a special guest, Ariel
Miguel, came to the event and gave the participants a fun and enthusiastic salsa class! With the delicious
food from Church’s Chicken and Pollo Tropical, the altruistic spirit from all students, faculty, and parents,
and everybody's desire to have an amazing time, Next Generation Sports Edition 2018 was a humbling
experience that helped everyone acknowledge that one can have fun while helping others.
Apart from being able to help TECHO with monetary funds, and due to the incredible sponsors that
decided to collaborate with us, a group of ten National Honor Society students went to Canóvanas the
weekend before the activity to volunteer with physical help. We were split up into different groups with a
purpose of building nine houses simultaneously. Alongside volunteers from all around the world, as well as
people from the different sectors of the area who wanted to help rebuild their community, we began laying
the foundations for these nine houses. Furthermore, some groups even got to lay out the ﬂoors of their
houses, showing that they were ahead of schedule. During this building process, we were able to meet
and work with the families that were receiving these new houses. Having lots of enthusiasm and gratitude,
they worked harder than anyone, wanting to take part in the end product. Also, the owners of the house
gave us delicious home cooked meals as we took a small lunch break. I highly recommend this experience
since not only do we contribute to a big change in a person’s life, but also get to meet many people that
aspire to do the same every day.
I want to take this chance and give my sincerest thank you’s to everybody who helped the National
Honor Society in hosting such a magniﬁcent event. If it wasn’t for all the students, teachers and parents
who stayed throughout the 12 hour event, none of it would have been possible.
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Movie Reviews: Oscar Edition
By Diego Pou

I love ﬁlm because movies take you on an incredible journey where one relates to the events occurring in the
movie and the movie’s characters. A movie can educate its audience; a movie can manipulate the feelings of
its viewers or a movie can simply leave one completed taken aback by the events occurring on the screen.
What movies create can be summarized in one word, magic. The best type of movies are the ones where one
forgets that he/she is watching one. For example, this year’s Lady Bird, was a beautiful ﬁlm with acting and
dialogue that was so real that I forgot I was in a movie theatre watching a movie. As a movie fanatic, I look
forward to ﬁlm’s biggest award show of the year, the Oscars. The Oscars honor the best in ﬁlm of the year, and
this year delivered amazing ﬁlms. From Shape of Water to War for the Planet of the Apes, the Oscars make
sure to honor the ﬁlms that, like I said before, produce magic. The best picture nominees of the year ranged
from a series of events that occurred in the beach of Dunkirk during World War II to a love story between a
ﬁsh and a woman. The Oscars make sure to nominate ﬁlms who not only create magic, but relate directly to
certain issues or aspects of society in the present day. All the best picture nominees deserved their acclaim,
but if you are hesitant in deciding which ﬁlm to see, I will provide my review on each of the best picture nominees ranked from worst to best.
Movie Terms:
Original Score – The music that accompanies a movie; the background music or soundtrack of a ﬁlm.
Cinematography – the art or science of motion picture photography. The visual aspect of a ﬁlm.
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9. Phantom Thread:

Phantom Thread is directed by Paul Thomas Anderson and stars
Daniel Day Lewis, Vicky Krieps and Lesley Manville. Phantom Thread
is set in 1950s London and is about a renowned dressmaker whose
life completely turns around when he falls in love with a young girl.
Phantom Thread is a good movie with a great score and fantastic
performances. Paul Thomas Anderson’s direction is both one of the
strengths of the movie but also one of my biggest issues with it;
towards the end of the ﬁlm there are a series of events that occur
which I didn’t really like. Daniel Day Lewis gives an amazing performance and disappears behind the character. (like he always does),
and both Vicky Krieps and Lesley Manville also give outstanding
(Oscar worthy) performances. This ﬁlm is overall good especially
because of its great performances and some very riveting scenes.
However, many will ﬁnd this ﬁlm boring since not many drama heavy
events really occur. I also didn’t agree with how the relationship
between Daniel Day Lewis’ and Vicky Krieps’s relationship played
out. But I would understand if someone doesn’t like the ﬁlm since it
ﬁnds itself being boring at times and the decisions taken of how the
relationship between Lewis and Krieps was going to play out didn’t
really work for me. I did like this ﬁlm and would recommend seeing it.

8. Darkest Hour

Darkest Hour is a historic ﬁlm about Britain’s former Prime Minister,
Winston Churchill. The ﬁlm explores his early experiences as a Prime
Minister and Churchill’s rally against the Nazis, especially the difﬁculties faced in the battle of Dunkirk, during World War II. This ﬁlm is
directed by Joe Wright and starts Gary Oldman as Winston Churchill.
This ﬁlm has amazing cinematography and is overall very good. Many
may ﬁnd it slow since it is what one may call a “stereotypical drama”.
The ﬁlm revolves around Churchill’s difﬁculties as he given the role of
Prime Minister and the way he gains the conﬁdence of everyone in his
country. However, what really makes this movie stand out is the performance delivered by Gary Oldman as Winston Churchill. He completely
transforms into this historic ﬁgure and gives one of the strongest performances of the year, if not the strongest. Darkest Hour is a good
movie that brings out the best in Oldman and great cinematography
but may be boring at times for its heavy drama.

7. The Post
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The Post is directed by Stephen Spielberg and stars Meryl Streep, Tom Hanks, Allison Brie and Sarah
Paulson. The Post is a true story about the ﬁrst female publisher of a major American newspaper, The
Washington Post, and the difﬁculties she faces, along with the company’s editor and other employees,
when a massive cover up of government secrets about the Vietnam War is discovered. This ﬁlm is a slow
paced but a very interesting one, and even though it delivers great performances and an incredible story,
it falls short when competing with the other Oscar nominees. This ﬁlm is not one of Spielberg’s best and
many may have difﬁculties trying to keep up with the heavy drama since the ﬁlm takes a while to build up.
However, I really liked this movie not just because it provided a strong female lead, portrayed beautifully
by Meryl Streep, but because it tackles the issue about the limitations the press has when it comes to
publishing certain stories. The lack of freedom the press has in this movie relates directly with the difﬁculties the press is dealing with in the present with the new presidential administration. Overall I really liked
this movie as it provided good work from Spielberg, great performances from Hanks and Streep, and
reminded the audience of an important issue that could be reﬂected upon society in the present day.

6. Call Me by Your Name

Call Me by Your Name is directed by Luca Guadagnino and stars
Timothée Chalamet and Armie Hammer as the movies leads and the
cast also consists of Michael Stuhlbarg, Amira Casar and Esther Garrel.
Call Me by Your Name is a ﬁlm set in Northern Italy in 1983, where a
young man begins a relationship with his father’s assistant who is visiting for the summer. This movie revolves around a gay romance and
may seem awkward at times but ultimately delivers a beautiful and
endearing story. The whole cast delivers great performances, especially
Michael Stuhlbarg as Elio’s father and Armie Hammer as Oliver. However, the real star of the ﬁlm is Timothée Chalamet who delivers one of
the best performances of the year and deserves praise and acclaim for
his portrayal as Elio. The audience could feel what Elio goes through
and empathize with him. I wouldn’t be surprised if Chalamet gets more
roles in ﬁlm after this real and breakthrough performance. Another part
of the movie which really captivates the audience is its setting. The
small town in Northern Italy where the movie is set is beautiful and
Guadagnino captures spectacular shots of different locations and
landscapes. Call Me by Your Name is very well made and Timothée
Chalamet delivers one of the best performances of the year, and really
recommend it for its beautiful story, even though it might be too raunchy for some viewers.

9

4. Dunkirk (Tied)

Dunkirk is directed by Christopher Nolan and stars Fionn Whitehead, Barry Keoghan, Mark Rylance, Tom Hardy and Harry Styles. This
ﬁlm is based on a true story about the battle that occurred in the beaches of Dunkirk, France, in WWII, and the evacuation that took place with
the English and the French while surrounded by the German Nazi Army.
This ﬁlm is riveting and breathtaking from beginning to end and could
be considered a giant exposition scene. The scenes that occur in this
ﬁlm feel so real, and even though there is barely any dialogue and the
audience doesn’t know much about the characters, this ﬁlm is never
boring. Nolan presents one of his best directed ﬁlms and one of the
best directed movies of the year. Dunkirk is a technical masterpiece.
The score, composed by Hans Zimmer leaps of the screen and the
amazing cinematography by Hoyte Van Hoytema does as well. This is
one of the best movies I have ever seen in my life as Nolan (one of the
best directors working in the ﬁlm industry today) helms this movie
masterfully with beautiful technical work especially in the score and the
cinematography, and overall provides an authentic event that takes a
physiological toll on its viewer and leaves the audience on the edge of
their seat the whole time.

4. Get Out (Tied)

Get Out is written and directed by Jordan Peele and stars Daniel
Kaluuya, Allison Williams and LiRel Howery. Get Out is about young
African-American man who takes a trip with his white girlfriend to a
secluded estate in the woods in order to meet her parents. This movie
is one of the best horror ﬁlms composed in the modern era and serves
as a satire as well as a comedy at times. Daniel Kaluuya gives a breakout
performance is this movie as does LilRel Howery and the rest of the
performances are also very solid as well. Jordan Peele’s voice could
really be heard through the screen and he provides a very original ﬁlm
because of its central story. This ﬁlm is not only an over the top horror
ﬁlm but it pokes fun at the awkwardness an African-American goes
through when he or she is the only black person around. As movie
progresses the plot and tension builds to provide a very satisfying arc
for the plot. This movie delivers a one of a kind directorial debut from
Jordan Peele with a breakout performance from Jordan Peele and an
interesting horror ﬁlm that serves as a satire and a comedy at the same
time.

1. The Shape of Water (Tied)

The Shape of Water is directed by Guillermo Del Toro and the actors: Sally Hawkins, Doug Jones, Octavia10
Spencer, Richard Jenkins, Michael Stuhlbarg and Michael Shannon. This movie is about a mute, isolated
woman who works as a cleaning lady in a high security government facility. In this facility she ﬁnds a mysterious, scaled creature, whom they are experimenting on, and a series of events take place as she grows a
love for the creature. The Shape of Water was an overall great movie. It’s a del Toro ﬁlm meaning its stands
out from the rest of the pack. The performances are amazing especially the supporting work from both
Richard Jenkins and Octavia Spencer. And I just want to say Sally Hawkins’ performance was so real and
one of the best parts of the movie. Her character was mute but you could really connect with her and
understand her through her face expressions and body movement. The cinematography is beautiful. Every
shot in this ﬁlm is visually pleasing to look at, especially because of the way Del Toro mixes the colors in the
screen. The production design in this ﬁlm is also spectacular as all the scenes look very real, it almost feels
as if I was watching an old ﬁlm with modern technology. The score by Alexander Desplat was also spectacular as the music stood out for me on every scene. The movie is not predictable at all and took some interesting turns (especially towards the ending) which I really loved. There was more violence than expected but
Del Toro handles everything in the movie with care. Through this ﬁlm, he shows off how good of a director
he is. Shape of water was a great ﬁlm but you must go into the movie with the mindset that it is strange and
you might be slightly disturbed at times. This was one of my favorite ﬁlms of the year and would really
recommend it.

1. Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri (Tied)

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri is directed and written by
Martin McDonagh and stars Frances McDormand, Woody Harrelson and Sam
Rockwell. This movie is set in a small rural town and revolves around a mother
who challenges the town’s authorities, after they have failed to ﬁnd the culprit
who raped and murdered her daughter, puts up three billboards asking the
chief of police why they haven’t done their job. This movie is one of the best of
the year and brings to life a heartbreaking story that explores dark themes with
surprising humor at times. Frances McDormand gives an outstanding performance and portrays one of the strongest female leads ever brought to screen.
Woody Harrelson impersonates the chief of police wonderfully and through his
performance the audience can understand and care for him. Sam Rockwell gives
one of the best supporting work in ﬁlm seen in years as his character arc in the
movie drives the audience through a roller coaster of emotions. The ﬁlm is not
only one of the best of the year because of the outstanding performances, but
also the writing in this ﬁlm is one of the best I have seen in a movie. The screenplay provides a completely unpredictable story, it provides dialogue that is not
censored and completely crude but real and provides shifts town easily from
heartbreaking to humorous. Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri provides
top of the line work from its whole cast, especially Frances McDormand and Sam
Rockwell, with a marvelous screenplay and a heartbreaking story that goes hand
in hand with the Time’s Up movement occurring in Hollywood now.

1. Lady Bird (Tied)

Lady Bird is directed and written by Greta Gerwig and stars Saoirse
Ronan, Laurie Metcalf, Beanie Fieldstein, Lucas Hedges and Timothée Chalamet. This beautiful ﬁlm is a coming of age story about a
teenage girl set in Sacramento, California and the bond between
mother and daughter. Lady Bird is one of my favorite movies of all
time. This ﬁlm is hilarious and a completely original and fresh
coming of age story that concentrates in the love story between
mother and daughter. The cast is spectacular all throughout yet the
standouts were Saoirse Ronan and Laurie Metcalf whose performances could be summarized in one word, wow. Saoirse Ronan
gives the best performance of her career and she feels so real that I
connected with her instantly, and Laurie Metcalf portrays the mother
character so beautifully and drastically real as well that I understood
how she felt. The screenplay also standouts with incredible dialogue
that feel completely real and provides scenes that ﬂow remarkably.
Greta Gerwig does a great job with directing and writing a ﬁlm that
avoids clichés and presenting characters in which the audience can
connect with. Greta Gerwig delivers a powerful directorial debut
where the movie feels so real that I forgot I was watching one. Lady
Bird is one of the best ﬁlms of the year with incredible writing and
direction provided by Greta Gerwig and unforgettable characters
portrayed perfectly by Saoirse Ronan, Laurie Metcalf and an
outstanding cast.

The list of Best Picture Nominees is outstanding from top to bottom as all the ﬁlms are masterfully helmed and
contain incredible performances. Film is an art that can compel its audience to think a certain way or to feel a
certain way. That is the beauty of the ﬁlm industry, movies in which the audience is intrigued by the story and
characters and can sympathize with the series of events occurring in the screen. The Oscars are so beloved
because they honor exactly that, ﬁlms that have achieved their purpose, to captivate its audience.
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Congratulations to all the
students and faculty who participated in Baldwin’s 10th annual
spring play. It was a beautiful
production and a wonderful
performance to see. Everyone
did such an amazing job and it
was a truly memorable production. A special thank you to
Maria Lila and Mrs. Olmedo for
making this show possible. Great
job to everyone who was a part
of it.
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NJHS: CAP

National Junior Honor Society will be selling CAP merchandise until April 17 as well as during Family
Day on the 10th of March. Please show your support and buy one of the many cute items they have.
This year NJHS will be selling:
-T-shirts (child-adult sizes)
-Fans
-Shopping Bags
-Mouse pads
-Pens (with highlighters and styluses--they’re super cool)
-Colour changing cups
-Waterproof Phone Bag
-Earphones (these are super cute)
CAP merchandise will be available for purchase in Room 10 and there will be a booth on Family Day.

15

All Mixed
By Adam Benrubi

Love is what I devour in my life
Love isn’t given to those with hate
Love can be a helping hand but even a knife
Love can see a ﬁsh and engages the bait
Hope is in all who believe
Hope is what eagers the want
Hope is an angle for all the eye to see
Hope is universal from Jersey to Vermont
Fear is what frights the all
Fear can take you nowhere
Fear is a devil so immense and tall
Fear commences to hurts and starts to scare
All mixed into one remind me of you
I love you so much yet you have no clue
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Fear the
Dispatcher
By Adam Benrubi

I despise people that wanna kill
Dispatching the school isn’t necessary for the
human race
Was it off of drugs or were they mentally ill
You think hurting them can put them in their
place
They say around 17 died that day
Seeing bodies on the ﬂoor and for some their
friend
Kids waking up and now their bodies lay
“Family is where life begins and love never
ends”
I saw videos that astonished the eye
He’s a monster who swallows the weak
I saw a tainted scar of a gun and a guy
He boils them down till there at their feet
It’s a lesson for those with conception
Talk to someone and learn this lesson
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Love

By Adam Benrubi
To be is not to be
Yet to love is to be
And for love you shall see
To be is the key
To be the loved one
Is the love that will run
Catch it as it passes and love shall be won
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Untitled
By Adam Benrubi

I wrote your name in the sand
As it was a work of art
I saw your reﬂection in the water as it was a
beginning to a new start
I look up in the sky
Wishing one more time I can feel your heart

Untitled
By Adam Benrubi

Being loved is a dream of mine
Meeting you it was worth my time
If you do a wrong I’ll be by your side
I hate when you hide
I hate when you cry
But whenever I’m with you just know you’ll be
ﬁne
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I would like to take this oppourtunity to remind the middle and upper
school students of the National School Walkout taking place on
March 14th. This event is a great oppourtunity for everyone to speak
their minds as well as to honour the 17 victims of the Parkland shooting. I encourage all students to make posters and signs to bring with
you on the day of the event. We look forward to seeing what’s on
your mind.
What has Parkland sparked in you?

