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Items Needed for Early 5õs and Kindergarten registration:  

Childõs Legal Birth Certificate 

Childõs current immunization 

Proof of vision test 

Parentõs drivers license or MI I.D. with current address 

1 Proof of residency (example: lease/mortgage statement, utility bill, 

cable bill, property tax receipt) Proof must have parentõs name listed. 

Items Needed for Child Development Center registration:  

Childõs Legal Birth Certificate 

Childõs current immunization 

Health Appraisal  

Proof of Income  

2 Proof of residency (example: lease/mortgage statement, utility bill, 

cable bill, property tax receipt) Proof must have parentõs name listed. 



 

Swartz Creek Families and Community Members, 

It has been quite a busy winter around here at SCCS, but we are thankful for the amazing support and partnership that we experience with our parents and  

residents.  As we look forward to an exciting spring full of activities, I wanted to keep you apprised of some happenings around SCCS. 

Appointment of School Board Trustee Tony Jones 

In honor of Black History Month in February, SCCS had its own historic moment by the school board appointing the districtsô first African-American Board Member.  Mr. Jones interviewed 

for the position along with several other candidates back in February.  While we had excellent candidates for the position, Mr. Jones was selected receiving a first or second place vote 

from each board member.   

Mr. Jones has over 19 years of experience in leadership with ZF Automotive Group (formerly TRW).  He currently is a Senior Program Manager in charge of large-scale 

budgets and oversight of complex projects.  Additionally, Mr. Jones is married and resides in the district with his wife and daughter who attends Swartz Creek Middle 

School.  Mr. Jones holds a business degree from Cleary University, and also serves as a deacon at his local church.  Mr. Jones stated, ñI firmly believe in a servant lead-

ership style that fosters effective and positive change. It is an honor to join the board and support eh continued efforts of overseeing school district policies, ensuring 

responsible fiscal stewardship, and educational best practices.ò  

Mr. Jones has been appointed to finish the remainder of Mrs. Lorraine Ahearneôs term.  We certainly will miss having Mrs. Ahearne on our board as she has been a 

strong advocate for our children and school district.  We wish Mrs. Ahearne all the best and we thank her for her excellent public service.  We are also very fortunate to have strong lead-

ership offered from Mr. Jones and we welcome him to our board.  We are excited to continue to work on the excellence our parents and students deserve as a district. 

SCHS Awarded the AP Honor Roll Distinction by College Board 

We are pleased and excited to announce that Swartz Creek High School has been awarded the high honor of AP Honor Roll School for the second year in a row.  This award is given to 

schools who have the rare ability to increase student performance on AP Exams (3 or higher) while also expanding the number of students enrolled in AP courses.  This is an exciting 

opportunity for our schools and shows the excellent work our teachers and high school team does to prepare students for these rigorous college-level tests.  The Michigan Department of 

Education listed SCHS as one of 21 school districts in the entire state of Michigan to receive such a high honor and distinction.  Congratulations SCHS staff and students who made this 

great honor possible! 

Community Podcast 

Recently, I had the opportunity to travel to Aus Gres Michigan to participate in a podcast radio show between their city manager and superintendent.  Fortunately, I was able to make the 

trip with Swartz Creek City Manager, Adam Zettel, and the SCCS Assistant Superintendent, Rodney Hetherton.  Adam and I have an excellent working relationship, and it is important for 

our city and school leadership to be serving the community together to make Swartz Creek the best place to raise children.   

The purpose for this trip was to determine if we could do something similar here.  After discussion and working out some logistics, Adam and I are excited to announce that we will be 

launching our community Podcasts in the month of April.  You will hear more information about this coming out soon, and we hope to create another avenue of positive communication for 

our parents and community members. 

Threats in Schools 

Unfortunately, many of you are aware of the horrible school-shooting tragedy in Florida that claimed the lives of many high school children.  Recently, I have been interviewed by several 

news media outlets and have sent a communication to all parents in our district.  Here is a copy of my letter to parents in case you missed it: 

SCHS and SCMS Parents and Guardians, 

The past couple weeks, schools all over the United States of America have received a record number of threats - some of them bomb threats, some of them gun threats, and some of 

them general violence threats.  Genesee County is not immune to this as all schools in the county have been receiving threats at an extremely high rate.  Flushing, Davison, Swartz 

Creek, Linden, Fenton, and every other district in our county has been experiencing new threats since the horrible tragedy in Florida.  The good news is that these threats have proven to 

be unsubstantiated and our students are not being harmed.  The bad news is that these new threats are often fabrications that are born out of social media and suddenly become a  

legitimate community scare. 

As the SCCS superintendent, I am here to try and offer some support, and also ask for your help.  Let me start by offering that support and providing a bit of perspective: 

We will be diligent and overly-cautious whenever we get a threat because we cannot afford to ignore any threat to our student safety.  An incredible amount of energy and time is devoted 

to each of these that pull talented educators away from other important student-centered tasks.  We will always put student safety at the top of our priority list. 

We will treat every threat made by a student seriously and therefore we will be pressing charges and turning these cases over to the prosecutor.  We will not tolerate ANY threats to the 

safety and well-being of our children and staff.  If a threat is made, that person will find themselves in the court system - plain and simple. 

When we receive a threat, we will offer a reward for the first student who helps the police  identify, locate, and apprehend a person making the threat to student safety. 

Now, I am going to ask for your help as parents.  I believe in our community and our ability to get through this.  Here are some things you could do as parents to help: 

 1.   When you see or hear rumblings that there may be a threat to student safety, contact the school immediately.  The school will be able to put the necessary  

 protocols in motion to ensure that each threat is dealt with seriously and in a timely fashion.    

A Message From Our Superintendent, Ben Mainka 



Benjamin J.A. Mainka, Superintendent  

Swartz Creek Community Schools 

bmainka@swcrk.org 

www.swartzcreek.org  
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The Elms Road Elementary Honors Choir consisted of 20 students in 3rd -5th  grades.  They 
were under the direction of Ms. Stacey Hittle with a lot of behind the scenes help from our full 

time Elms Volunteer, Mr. Jerry Brown.   

They ventured out to Saginaw to sing at the Lutz Veterans Administration Medical  
Center.  After that performance, they traveled to the GISD Elmer Knoff Center and did two  
performances for the staff and students there.  They also had the privilege of singing the  
Canadian and American National Anthems at a Flint Firebirds Hockey game.  They finished 
their 1st semester with a concert for friends and family at our Performing  

Arts Center.  

Elms Road Elementary Honors Choir  

 2.  Please do not take to social media to spread unsubstantiated rumors.  This has 
been a problem in several cases over the past week all over the county where no 
threats were actually made, but someone on social media ñfloatedò a rumor out there, 
and it became extremely substantial.  Again, please work directly with the school as 
a source instead of trying to solve the problem through social media because things 

tend to take on a whole different form when handled this way. 

 

 3.  Have a conversation with your son or daughter and let them know about the 
seriousness of these types of behaviors.  Ask them to be careful and cautious when 
choosing to post and send certain messages.  Also, tell them if they see something 
suspicious that they should report it immediately and share it with you as their par-
ents.  Help them understand that they are the biggest ally in the fight against these 

types of harmful threats, and they can help make their community a safer place. 

 

As I close, I want to remind you that these things are happening everywhere around our 
country right now.  These times are very challenging and they are hard for us to imagine 
because it was not this way when most of us went to school.  However, the same strength 
and fortitude that has brought our country together for so long will prevail in the end.  We 
must refuse to live in fear. This is exactly what the people who make these threats want - 
us to live in fear.  We need to stand together and work to fight against this type of injustice 
and we will deal harshly and promptly with anyone who threatens our children.  Please 
help us to fight these rumors and threats, and together, we will get through these difficult 

times. 

Thank you for your support and partnership as parents, 
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aa9 ǳƴǝƭ ммΥпр ŀΦƳΦ   

!ƭƭ млǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ тΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ t{!¢ мл 
ǳƴǝƭ мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  

мнǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ t!/ ŀǘ тΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 95t ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǳƴǝƭ мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

!ƭƭ фǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мнΣ нлму  

!ƭƭ ммǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ мнǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ aa9 ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ тΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ a-{¢9t  
ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aa9 ǳƴǝƭ ммΥлл ŀΦƳΦ   

!ƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ млΥрс ŀΦƳΦ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ   

 

мǎǘ IƻǳǊ млΥрс ς мнΥнс  

     ! [ǳƴŎƘ      млΥрс ς ммΥнс  όол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

     . [ǳƴŎƘ      ммΥнс ς ммΥрс  όол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ  

     / [ǳƴŎƘ      ммΥрс ς мнΥнс  όол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

нƴŘ IƻǳǊ мнΥом ς мнΥпф  όму ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

оǊŘ IƻǳǊ мнΥрп ς мΥмн  όму ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

пǘƘ IƻǳǊ мΥмтς мΥор  όму ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

рǘƘ IƻǳǊ мΥпл ς мΥру  όму ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

сǘƘ IƻǳǊ нΥло ς нΥнл  όмт ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ 

 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ нлму 

bƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ммǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ![[ о Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ aa9 ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ  

hƴƭȅ фǘƘΣ млǘƘΣ ϧ мнǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘŀȅΦ  

 

5ƛŜŎƪ !ƊŜǊǎŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ tǊƻǾŜ ŀ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 5ƛŜŎƪ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŀƊŜǊǎŎƘƻƻƭ  

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀǎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ  

ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƛƴƎΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǾƛŘŜƻ 

ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀƊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ 5ƛŜŎƪ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ 

ǇŀǊŀǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ǿŀǊǘȊ /ǊŜŜƪ IΦ{Φ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǳǇ ōŜǧŜǊ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ I{ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ {¢9a ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǇƛǉǳŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 

ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǝǾŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΦ ¢ǿƻ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ  

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ  

ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƻũŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 

ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ 

 /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǇƛƭƻǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƭƻƴƎ  

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇΦ  

!.h±9Υ   

YŀǊƛŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

9ƭŜƴŀ .Ǌŀǧƻƴ 

 

wLDI¢Υ 

hƭƛǾŜǊ DŀǊŎƛŀ 

 

!.h±9Υ 

aŀƭƛƪ {ǇƛƭƭŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ  

!ōōȅ .ƛŜƭōȅ 


