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International Day left audience full
ByShivan Ramsamooj ‘08
The 28th Annual International Day,
which celebrated the different cultural
backgrounds of the Molloy student
body by featuring 14 entertainment acts
and an all-dessert buffet menu, attracted
about 500 guests to the cafeteria and
gym on Sunday April 20.
The crowd of students, friends, family
and faculty watched a two-hour
program featuring performances by the
Pipe & Drum Band, the Asian, Eastern
European, French, Indian and Spanish
Clubs, Irish Step Dancers, the Boys
Step Team, and individual
instrumentalists.
“The audience loved the

performances,” said Ms. Kathy
Loughran, who organized the event.
Indian Club President Melissa
Bhikham said the performances were,
“definitely great and entertaining.”
She said her club’s members, who
began practicing in late January, were
content with their performance and
received positive reactions from peers,
family, and teachers.
For the first time, International Day
featured only desserts to eat rather than
a full menu but it went over well as
performers and helpers were also able
to eat along with the guests rather than
spending all their time serving food.
In addition, no food was left over at

Daphne Liu and Christian Ventura perform for the Asian Club.

Juniors Manuel Cordero and Claudia Goncalves do the merengue
on stage in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photos by Benedict Joson)
the end of the day as had been the case
in past years when some food was
thrown out.
For that reason, Ms. Loughran said
next year’s International Day will also
be an all-dessert menu.
However, Bhikham said, “People
missed sampling actual dishes from
different places.”
Even though this year’s International
Day attracted fewer guests than last year
due to the fact that it occurred on the
same day as the Pope’s visit to New

York, it turned a profit of $2,200
compared to last year’s total of $650.
Ms. Loughran gave special thanks for
their work at International Day to
Principal Bro. Roy George, Mrs. Anne
Lonergan and her husband, the Molloy
Maintenance Staff and several students:
Masters of Ceremonies Travis Kessel
and Louis Lamia, Student Council
members Frank Gentile, Megan
Moravek, Andre Amorim, Benedict
Joson, Derek Sokolowski, and Richa
Juthani.

Karaoke is star of split Spirit Week
try Karaoke just as an experiment,”she with members of all four grades filling
the entire gym.
said.
“It brought us closer together,” said
Spirit Week began on Friday April
18 with the International Day dress Ms. Loughran.
Flag was scheduled to be played by
rehearsal in the Jack Curran Gym that
frosh and sophomores on April 22 and
was open to all students.
“Mostly seniors, friends, some club by the juniors and seniors on April 23
moderators and Drama Club members but due to the limited number of frosh
and sophs the April 22 game was
came to watch,” said Ms. Loughran.
Molloy held its memorial mass for cancelled.
The second game, however, was a
senior Kaitlyn Grogan on Monday April
success
with many juniors and seniors
21.
The mass, placed in the midst of playing.
Spirit Week, was very well attended Continued on page 6

By Alyssa Rochat ’08
The new Karaoke Contest in the
Theater was the hit of Student Council’s
third annual Spirit Week from April 1824, the first year that it has had to be
split over a two-week period due to
scheduling conflicts involving the Jack
Curran Gym.
The contest, which drew a full house,
was held on from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on
April 24 but could only last two hours
due to the fact that the Academic
Awards Ceremony was being held that
night.
“It was really a lot of fun and
surprisingly well attended,” said senior

Jennie Romero. “I wish we could have
stayed longer.”
The event was such a success that
students are, “requesting another one
before the end of the school year,” said
Moderator Ms. Kathy Loughran.
Karaoke was the idea of National
Honor Society member Beth
Terranova.
Student Council President Megan
Moravek, a junior, said, “Originally, the
Student Council was going to work in
conjunction with NHS to sponsor an
open-mic night.
“Unfortunately, the idea fell through Stanners play Flag in the gym while Sabrina Jailall and Rabeena
but the Student Council thought we’d Khan,above, display their national pride. ( Photos by Ben Joson)

School spirit: Does it exist at Molloy?
Molloy’s Student Council received
conflicting reveiws for the 2008 Spirit
Week, its third annual attempt to arouse
“school spirit” by organizing schoolwide events designed to brings students
together to have fun and celebrate being
Stanners.
Judging by the number of students
participating, the after-school events of
Karaoke and Flag, International Day,
and the two dress down days during
Spirit Week certainly were appreciated
by many Stanners.

‘Spirit Week was Student
Council’s attempt to
draw spirit out of a
normally drab group of
Stanners.’
“I was floored by the turnout for
karaoke, especially the amount of
seniors that attended,” said Student
Council Moderator Ms. Kathy
Loughran. “The events really brought
in a good mix of different cliques.”
But the frosh-sohomore Flag game

had to be cancelled due to lack of
interest, so there is still work to be done
in arousing more school spirit at Molloy.
Sophomore Eric von Tresckow said,
“The dress down days were good but
I didn’t feel any more spirited about
school than I normally do.”
While planning Spirit Week, the
Student Council kept in mind its
definition of school spirit.
“School spirit is an emotional state
showing strong decidation towards
anything Molloy related, such as clubs,
teams, or school events,” said Ms.
Loughran.
She said Spirit Week was the Student
Council’s attempt to draw this type of
spirit out of a normally drab group of
Stanners and make them “give back”
some energy into the school
environment.
Ms. Loughran said that several of the
Spirit Week events were received very
differently by various members of the
student body, making it appear that
Spirit Week’s success was debatable.
Compared to other schools, Ms.
Loughran said that Molloy students
were only about “average” in their ability

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor:
The Stanner article on International Day in the April 2008 issue indicated
that “Molloy is no longer in charge of the cafeteria’s kitchen,” and therefore
the International Day committee was “not allowed to use the kitchen.”
I would like to clear up a misconception regarding the use of the Molloy
kitchen facility. For insurance and safety reasons, the kitchen is off limits to
Molloy students and faculty during the school day when Culinart is working
there to provide food service for the Molloy community. However, on
weekends and other days when school is not in session and Culinart is not
working here, the kitchen is not off limits to us.
As a part of the school, the kitchen belongs to the Marist Brothers, who can
make decisions on its use.
Sister Elizabeth Bickar
Assistant Principal
Dear Editor:
I was one of the Alumni who spoke to you on Career Day. A week earlier,
I was sitting in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on April 9 during the 50th Anniversary
mass reflecting on what would be the best thing to say to you. I chose to hold
nothing back and speak with an open heart.
All my life other people, especially my parents, had their expectations of me
and I tried to live up to them because I didn’t want to lose their love. I was
very insecure, but learned to find love, courage and strength inside myself.
You can, too, and live a richer more fulfilled life.
I’m 35 years old now and I still don’t know what I want to do with the rest
of my life. And that’s OK because what I do is not who I am.
Here are some books that have helped me in my journey; perhaps they’ll
help you as well:
“Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die,” “The Luck
Factor,” “The Power of Your Subconscious Mind,” and “A General Theory
of Love.”
Non Scholae Sed Vitae
Tom Abraham
Class of 1991

Wanted: Letters to the Editor
The Stanner welcomes all letters to the editor from students, faculty,
alumni and staff that respond to any of the articles published in previous
issues.
Send your letters to The Stanner via email at: thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves all rights to edit all letters to conform to space
capacity and paper policy. Thank you for your involvement and we look
forward to your input

Junior Katrinne Mariano shows her Molloy school spirit.
to show school spirit because,
“students here are self-absorbed in their
individual clubs rather than in school
wide activities.”
Senior Sean Harmon agreed that
Stanners lack a sense of school spirit,
which he defined as, “enjoying your time
here and participating in activities
throughout the school year. Molloy
tends to have students that are
extremely individually focused and are
grade oriented.”
The fact that this year’s Spirit Week
started on a Friday and ended on the
following Thursday didn’t help much
either.
“[The school Administration] doesn’t
really promote any school spirit,”
Harmon said. “Most people weren’t
even aware that it was Spirit Week
when it started.”

Ms. Loughran said, “Spirit Week
arouses whatever school spirit that
already exists here.”
People are inevitably a product of
their environment and Molloy teaches
its students to conduct themselves in the
most dignified manner possible at all
times.
The Administration should do more
to instill school spirit in Stanners by
allowing them to show it throughout the
school year, rather than just condensing
that effort into a week’s time.
Although the events conducted during
Spirit Week are enjoyable, it’s too
idealistic of the Student Council to
expect any sort of true school spirit to
be shown during that one week from
such a regimented group of adolescents
that is the Molloy student body.

— Angela Barbieri ’08

Corrections:

The Stanner aims for the highest level
of accuracy in its stories. If you noticed
an error or have a concern about a
story, please send an email to
Moderator Mr. Charley McKenna at:
thestanner@molloyhs.org.
Please note the following corrections

made in The Stanner Vol. 51, No. 8:
Frosh Judy Li should have been
included as one of the students who has
made Principal’s List for three
consecutive marking periods.
Joanna Pellegrino’s name was
misspelled in the Career Day story.
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Junior Prom
goes to Vegas
By Elyssa Noblesala ’08
With over 180 students in attendance, the 2008 Junior Prom, sponsored by
the Student Activities Committee on Saturday May 10 in the Jack Curran Gym,
was one of the largest in the last five years, said SAC Moderator Mr. Ken Auer.
This year’s prom, which lasted from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m., had a Las Vegas theme
complete with decorations and a buffet style dinner.
Tickets cost $60 per person.
Juniors show off their fashion sense at their prom in the Jack Curan
SAC’s Junior Prom Committee considered several different possible themes
Gym on May 10. (Photos by Bro. Roy George)
for the event, such a “A Night in Paris,” but the final vote resulted in Las Vegas
winning out.
SAC members bought the decorations the week of May 5 and worked after
school on May 9 decorating the gym.
Many juniors were pleased that a large number of tickets were sold, junior
Lizzie Abikaram said, with the expectation that more people would lead to more
fun.
Girls prepared by buying their prom dresses and shoes and accessories and
boys by renting their tuxes.
The biggest decision of all, however, was with whom to go to the prom — a
date or a large group of friends.
“I’m going with a group of friends because I think it will be more fun and less
stressful than having a date,” said Abikaram.
She said she was confident that the junior class had enough spirit and energy to
make the prom not only one of the largest in years, but also the most fun.

History-making third Junior Retreat
By Fred Tobias ‘08
Juniors went on their third retreat on
April 18 at the Marist Retreat House in
Esopus, N.Y., making it the first time in
Molloy history that a third Junior
Retreat was held within a single school
year.
Eighty-four juniors went on this
retreat with about 26 making repeat
visits from previous retreats.
“The Junior Retreats act as a great
segue to the Senior Encounters,” said
Campus Ministry Director Mr. Michael
Germano. “It is more communal and

more spiritual [than the Frosh and
Sophomore Retreats].”
The weekend of April 18 was initially
scheduled to be a Senior Encounter but
it was canceled because too few seniors
signed up and replaced by a Junior
Retreat that had a taste of the
Encounter experience.
Mr. Germano said that due to the
number of repeat attendees to this
retreat, “We had to totally change the
format of this one. Things were a little
more lax, but on the other hand, the
groups were just as deep spiritually.”

Mr. Germano commended the
contributions made by his Class of 2008
Campus Ministry crew to the most
recent Junior Retreat, adding that this
was the best year of Esopus retreats
because of their efforts.
“The perfect weather [last month]
added to the wonderful mood and
experience,” Mr. Germano said.
Junior Justin Gratta, who is a Frosh/
Sophomore Retreat Leader himself,
made his first Junior Retreat last month
and said that it was a great weekend
away from the stress of everyday life.

Junior Alex Isacc, who was making
his second Junior Retreat of the year,
said, “At first I went as a means of
escape but to my surprise, it was a
deeper experience than I thought it
would be. The one significant thing I
received from this retreat was a
realization that God has an
unconditional love and that
reconciliation with God is important.”
Both Isacc and Gratta said the retreat
was definitely worth attending and that
they returned from Esopus with lasting
memories and newfound friendships.

Eight Stanners win a lottery to see Pope in Yonkers
By Kathryn Ornellas ’08
Eight Stanners were among the
25,000 teenagers and seminarians from
all over the Tri-State area who saw
Pope Benedict XVI on April 19 at St.
Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y.
Seniors Martyna Buczek and Natalia
Dudek, sophomores Camille Dwyer,
Vinesh Raghoo and Christina Toscano,
frosh Derek Sokolowski, Ericka Cruz
and Derek Netto were chosen to attend
by Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Michael Germano.
Mr. Germano said he put out a call
for students who wanted to go and then
chose by lottery 10 students to be
Molloy’s contingent to the event.
Two students were unable to go at
the last minute so only eight Stanners
went with Religion teacher Mr. Donald
Mooney.
“I felt so lucky when I was chosen,”
said Dudek,” since only 10 Stanners
got the chance to go.”
Stanners left for the event at 9 a.m.
along with students from The Mary

Louis Academy and Cathedral Prep
and some local parishioners and then
traveled by bus to Yonkers Raceway
where a shuttle tranported them to the
seminary.
Security was tight as State Troopers,
Secret Service agents, and police

armed with machine guns all stood guard
for the Pope.
Food was provided to attendees at
10 a.m. but it eventually ran out around
noon.
A concert, with Molloy graduate and
Channel 5 TV personality Dick

Holding their tickets to see the Pope are Natalia Dudek, Martyna
Buczek, Ericka Cruz, Camille Dwyer, Christina Toscano, Derek
Sokolowski, Vinesh Raghoo, and Derek Netto.

Brennan serving as Master of
Ceremonies, started at noon and
featured Kelly Clarkson, Toby Mac,
and St. Patrick’s Teen Choir, among
others.
The Pope arrived at 5 p.m. at the St.
Joseph’s Seminary chapel where he
talked to handicapped children and their
parents about the sacrifices they have
made for their kids.
He then rode the Popemobile to the
stage where he made his speech to the
crowd.
“People waited a long time and were
hungry but they still ran with their
cameras to get a glimpse [of the Pope],”
Mr. Mooney said. “It was exciting.”
Dudek said, “It was awesome to see
so many teenagers my age that are
proud of their religion.”
The Pope spoke to the crowd about
the value of leading a spiritual life, noting
that people from all different walks of
life can be saint-like.
“It was very spiritual and a once in a
lifetime experience,” said Buczek.

Fernandes is a
contest winner
By Stephanie Wagner ’08
Senior Diane Fernandes won the first
runner-up award among Queens
County high school students for her selfportrait painting at the Fifth Annual
Congressional District Art Contest at
the Nassau County Museum of Art on
May 3.
Her winning painting will be sent to
Washington, D.C. and will hang in the
Capitol building for a year.
“I was surprised,” said Fernandes,
“because 52 very talented students from
both Queens and Nassau entered the
contest.”
Fernandes, who described her
painting as depicting two veiled images
of herself, said it was inspired by the
book “Sold” by Patricia McCormick.
“One has an expression of despair
while the other portrays hope,” she said.
“These were my feelings towards the
sex slave trade of young girls occuring
in India that McCormick writes about
in her book.”
When Fernandes was a junior, she
was awarded a Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition in last year’s

Congressional Art Competition.
This year, she finished first in the
“Mathematics Is Art All Around You”
contest on Sonia Kovalevsky Day at
St. John’s Univeristy.
“Painting is a way to achieve
awareness in a big world,” said
Fernandes, who has done many
illustrations for The Stanner editorial
page this year.
Fernandez will attend F.I.T. in the fall,
majoring in illustration with the hope of
becoming a children’s book illustrator.
“By receiving this award,” she said,
“I am able to measure my
improvements and skills. It is a way of
measuring my growth as an artist.”
Another student from Mrs. Terri
Burke’s senior Art class who won an
award at the contest was senior Stacey
DeRosier, who received honorable
mention for her painting of her brother.
“I was extremely pleased that two of
my students were recognized by the
awards committee,” said Mrs. Burke.
“Both Diane and Stacey are highly
creative, innovative and dedicated art
students.”

Senior Diane Fernandes poses next to her award winning self
portrait painting. (Photo by Stanner staff)
This isn’t the first time Molloy Art Stanners have received at least
students have won such a high honor at honorable mention and in 2004, former
the Congressional contest.
Stanner art student Brian Colgan was
Every year for the past six years awarded the first runner-up prize.

Step Teams triumph
By Dan Qamar ’08
Molloy’s Boys and Girls Step Teams
ended their seasons on a high note with
the boys winning the Operation Pride
Step Show and the girls placing second
at the CHSAA Championships.
The boys defeated 11 other teams to
win the competition sponsored by
Freeport High School on April 19 at
Nassau Community College.
Moderator Mrs. Anne Lonergan
expected the boys to win and they did
so by turning in their best peformance
of the year, she said.
The boys, however, did not share
Mrs. Lonergan’s confidence, according
to senior captain Christian Ventura.
The team though it might place second
or third, especially after having their

confidence shaken from previously
finishing second at DeWitt Clinton High
School in a competition they thought
they should have won.
So when the final scores were being
announced at Nassau Community
College and the team didn’t hear its
name called for third or second place,
team members were distraught at not
having placed among the top three.
That feeling quickly turned to elation
upon hearing Molloy’s name called for
the first place prize.
The Girls Step Team placed second
in the CHSAA Championships on April
26 at Christ the King High School.
The girls would have placed first but
a rule misinterpretation made them
prepare a five-minute routine when it

The Boys Step Team triumphantly poses after winning the Operation
Pride Step Show at Nassau Community College April 19.

should have only been three minutes.
Molloy came closest to earning a
perfect score than any other team in the
competition but after being penalized
for having a routine that was too long,
the girls were dropped to second place.
This was the highest finish for any
Molloy girls team in the history of the
CHSAA competition.
The girls team will lose five seniors
— captain Malika Langaigne, Amanda
Carrasquillo, Janice Isidro, Ndome
Essoka and Sheina Theodore — but
Langaigne predicted that next year’s
squad will be even better.
Langaigne hopes next year’s team
remembers the advice she gave them
before every competition: “Do your
best because tomorrow you will want
to be happy with the performance
you’re doing today.”
The boys did not compete at Christ
the King because this year there were
not enough CHSAA boys teams to hold
a competition.
Mrs. Lonergan said she is looking into
having Molloy run its own championship
caliber competition next year but said
it will be tough to do considering all the
spring events already taking place at
Molloy.
Ventura hopes next year’s boys team
will remember: “Hard work beats talent
when talent doesn’t work hard.”
Both the Boys and Girls Step Teams
ended their year with a performance
May 16 at the school dance show.

‘Best prepared’
teams go to UN
By Jessica Stauffer ’08
Molloy attended the annual Model
UN Conference on May 15-17 at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel and the UN
Headquarters Building in Manhattan
in the hope of doing well in the
competition but also with the goal of
meeting people from foreign countries
and experiencing the differences
between cultures, said Moderator
Mr. Bill Flemen.
Veterans of last year’s conference,
sophomores Abrue Hussain, Sylwia
Smusz, Javed Yunus, Camille Dwyer,
juniors Marissa Castoro, Kaitlyn
Motley, Bryan Lange and Charles
Paszkowski have been most helpful
to the new participants in the club, Mr.
Flemen said.
Molloy sent two teams to the
conference to represent the countries
of Eritria and the Netherlands.
Each team member had an area of
expertise, such as the nation’s stance
on terrorism, based on the research
done about the country being
represented.
“All the students are doing a good
job,” said Mr. Flemen, who added
this year’s teams are the “best
prepared” of any teams he’s coached
in the past four years.
Stanners will be judged based on
their preparation, research, knowledge
of the countries they represent, and
how convincing they are in making
proposals in committee.

Club: reduce, reuse, recycle
By Irene Tung ’08
Molloy’s Environmental Awareness
Club at its first ever used book sale on
April 17 and 22 in the cafeteria raised
over $130, which will be used to
support its recycling efforts.
The club sold hardcovers for $2 and
paperbacks for $1 and books ranged
from encyclopedias and dictionaries to
books for younger children.
The most popular genres of books at
the sale were fantasy novels and books
used in school, such as the novel “Iron
and Silk” by Mark Salzman.
Club Moderator Mr. Chris
Dougherty, who was surprised by how
much money was raised, said it was
used to fund the club’s Second Annual
Electronics Recycling Event on
Saturday May 10 in the school’s
parking lot from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.
The club recycled used, broken, or
obsolete computers, TV’s, DVD’s,

used book sale next year, hoping to
VCR’s, printers, modems, routers, games and all other electronics.
Thanks to the success of its first attract even more students to the event.
monitors, clocks, cell phones, batteries,
Club President Samantha Diliberti, a
pagers/beepers, wires, cables, video effort, the club plans to hold another
senior, urged students not to throw
away unwanted school books but
instead to donate them to the club so
Stanners could save money by buying
used books for school next year.
About 10 students volunteered to
work at the sale and 25 to 30 students
and faculty members donated books.
Diliberti hopes more students support
the club’s used book sale next year.
The next club-sponsored event will
be “Operation Clean Sweep” on
Monday June 16, the last day of classes
for juniors, sophomores and frosh.
At this annual event, the club recycles
notebooks, paper, locker shelves,
sneakers, clothing, and many more items
that would otherwise be thrown away
by Stanners cleaning out their lockers.
Alex Gobright and Adriana Rannazzisi sell used books for the Environmental Awareness Club. (Photo by Ben Joson)

Let’s go to the hop
By Joe Wick
The Second Annual Senior-Faculty
Basketball Game and Dance was held
May 16 in the Jack Curran Gym to raise
money for Myanmar cyclone victims
and for the summer trips to Lourdes
and Peru by Stanner volunteers.
For the first time, perfomances by
The Dance Team and Club were added
to the event. They performed before
the game, during halftime and after the
final whistle.
Event organizer Mr. Chris Dougherty
and Dance Moderator Ms. Liz
Murdocca agreed to move the dance
show from May 17 to May 16 to
increase the size of the crowd.
Immediately following the basketball
game and dance performances, a “Sock
Hop” began with a D.J. providing the

music for about two hours.
Tickets were $3 in advance and $4
at the door and Mr. Dougherty hoped
to draw 400 to 500 people.
Mr. Dougherty was the captain of the
Molloy Faculty/Staff team which faced
off against a team of captain Andrew
Pignataro and 19 other seniors.
The Faculty had defeated the Class
of 2008 in both softball and football this
year but in past years the faculty lost
the basketball game after winning in the
two other sports.
Mr. Dougherty blamed the faculty’s
abysmal performance at the free throw
line, where it shot under 50%, for last
year’s loss.
Senior Christian “Ace” Ventura is
hoping to see some playing time in the
game so he can show the faculty that

“youth wins over knowledge.”
Ventura thinks it will be a close game
but as long as he gets a chance to
“break the teachers’ ankles” with his
quick moves to the basketball, he will
be satisfied.
Mr. Dougerty predicted a six-point
victory for the faculty but senior Jaclyn
Spezzano, coach of the senior team,
was determined to make him eat his
words.
Referees for the game were Mr. Jim
Sheldon and senior Thomas Boggiano.
Mr. Dougherty said he and former
Molloy Alumni Office staffer Mr. Jorge
DeJesus had been trying to combine the
annual basketball game with a dance
for years until finally last year, four years
after Mr. DeJesus left Molloy, it
happened.

The Stanner is
B-Q’s best paper
Molloy’s student newspaper, The
Stanner, won 11 awards, including
the first place for General
Excellence, at The Tablet’s 2008
High School Press Awards May 15.
Editors Melanie Dostis, Stephanie
Almache, Raymond Ferreira, and
Allie Reisch accepted the awards in
a contest between Catholic school
papers in Brooklyn and Queens.
Stanners won four top prizes:
Kisha Laurent was Best Columnist;
David Kane wrote the Best SchoolRelated Editorial; Kristen Lasak
wrote the Best Sports Story; and
Sarah Conlon and Camille Dwyer
wrote the Best News story.
Dan Girdusky, Carolina Ortiz,
Maya Suarez, Megan Moravek,
Emily Balkin, Emily Tansey, Carol
Leong, and Melissa Bhikham also
won awards.

Asian Club plans spring trips
By Sagar Jajoo ’08
The Asian Club is organizing two trips
by subway in late May to a Filipino
restaurant in Woodside and to the
Brooklyn Museum in order to expose
club members to both Asian food and
art, said senior Kirklyn Escondo,
president of the club.
Mr. Matt Kilkelly, the club moderator
who will accompany the students on the
trip, said the club will dine at Renee’s
Restaurant on one day and then go to
the museum to see the work of
contemporary Japanese artist Takashi
Murakami on another.
Although there are about 30
members in the Asian Club, Mr. Kilkelly
said he expected 15-20 members to
attend this event.
Escondo said, “Although no other
[school] club is involved, anyone is

welcome to come with us.”
Mr. Kilkelly said he was “very
pleased” with the way the Asian Club’s
various activities went this year,
especially its members’ dance
performance at International Day on
April 20.
The club has been involved in many
other activities as well.
Escondo said members have gone,
“to an authentic Chinese restaurant and
explored Chinatown in the city.”
The club also has thrown parties for
Chinese New Year and for Valentine’s
Day and some club members went
together to see the movie “Hero”
starring Jet Li.
“The ethnic clubs in Molloy are really
important because they give Stanners
the opportunity to learn about other
cultures,” Mr. Kilkelly said.
Katie Johnson,center, leads the fan dance. (Photo by Ben Joson)

Are You Smarter Chaotic year for
Than a Stanner? Investment Club
By Claudia Goncalves ’09 &
Dana Giuntini ’09
As the TV show “Are You Smarter
Than a Fifth Grader?” has shown,
many adults forget much of what they
were taught in elementary school.
But does that memory loss extend
to high school as well?
In an experiment called, “Are You
Smarter Than a Stanner?,” six Molloy
teachers were each asked one
question about information outside
their area of teaching expertise to see
if they have retained the knowledge
they obtained as high school students.
The results were not good.
Only two came up with the correct
answers. The names of the teachers
who got questions wrong are not
mentioned to save them from
embarassment.
An English teacher was asked this
biology question:
Where does photosynthesis
occur in a plant?
a) stem
b) roots
c) leaf
d) petals
Teacher chose: A
Correct answer: C
A foreign language teacher was
asked a literature question:
What is the real name of
playwright Tennessee Williams?
a) Henry James
b) Thomas Lanier
c) Jerome Lanier
d) Robert Lanier
Teacher chose: D
Correct answer: B

A math teacher was asked a social
studies question:
Who was the first Chief Justice
of the United States?
a) John Jay
b) John Marshall
c) John Adams
d) John Smith
Teacher chose: C
Correct answer: A
Social studies teacher Mr. Chris
DeSarno was asked a chemistry
question:
What does column 18 of the
periodic table contain?
a) non-metals
b) metalloids
c) noble gases
d) metals
Mr. DeSarno chose: C
Correct answer: C
A language teacher was asked a
social studies question:
How long is one term for a U.S.
Representative in Congress?
a) two years
b) three years
c) four years
d) five years
Teacher chose: D
Correct answer: A
English teacher Ms. Mary Pat
Gannon was asked a math question:
Which triangle has just two
equal sides?
a) scalene
b) isosceles
c) equilateral
d) right
Ms. Gannon chose: B
Correct answer: B

Karaoke star of Spirit Week
Continued from page 1
The Dress Down Days were held on
April 22-23.
Even with a mostly successful Spirit
Week, Moravek said, “I’d still like to
have bigger turnouts and more
enthusiasm for activities like these.
There’s more to Molloy than the

academics. We can and need to have
fun as well.”
For next year’s Spirit Week,
Moravek reminded Stanners that, “The
Student Council always welcomes
suggestions and ideas from the student
body. Give us your ideas for a better
Spirit Week in 2009.”

Sophomores Emily Jagroop, Danielle Reddy, and Stephen Finn
wear their national colors for Spirit Week. (Photo by Benedict Joson)

Katie Shea ’08
Nine teams from Archbishop
Molloy’s Investment Club are still
awaiting the results from the annual
Stock Market Game which ended on
May 2 to see how they did during a
very tough year to pick money-making
stocks.
For six years, the Investment Club
has played the game in which
contestants from various high school
in the New York City area compile
stock portfolios and then trade stocks
in an attempt to end up with the best
investment results at the end of the
game.
Teams start out with $100,000 in
play money to invest and try to
increase their stakes through various
investment strategies.
The club plays the game to become
more aware of how interconnected
the global economy has become by
buying and selling stocks, said
Moderator Ms. Mary Pat Gannon.
Three teams of five students each
competed in a one-semester long
game against other parochial and
private schools in the high school
division.
Another six teams from Molloy took
part in the year-long game.

“This has been an extraordinarily
volatile year [to pick stocks] because
of the subprime fiasco which affected
many different aspects of the market,”
said Ms. Gannon of the banking crisis
which pushed the economy to the
brink of recession.
However, Ms. Gannon said that the
keys to success in the game are
always the same regardless of the
economic climate.
“Research, research, research,” she
said, “dollar cost average buying, and
discipline.”
Senior Daniel Girdusky was
pleased with his team’s performance
this year as it made a profit of
$12,000.
Although stocks such as Yingli Green
Energy Holding Company Ltd.,
Compass Mineral Internatioanl Inc.,
and LDK Solar Company Ltd. and
turned out to be good picks for his
team, other stocks such as Unisys
Corporation didn’t work out so well
because the market was so chaotic
this year, said Girdusky, who enjoyed
playing the game.
“Staying current on economics
helped me to better understand many
global events and their impact on us,”
he said.

Lit mag comes ‘Out of
the Box’ in living color
By Catherine Tanzil ’08
“Out of the Box,” Molloy’s literary
magazine which publishes students’
prose, poetry and artwork, published
its annual issue last month and for the
first time featured color cover art rather
than the previous black and white.
The magazine was put together by
Editors Melissa Chien, a senior, and
Diana Arnoczy, a junior, and their two
layout assistants, frosh Kanad Ghosh
and Jay Songco.
Moderator Mr. Matt Kilkelly said the
magazine is “one of the best in years.”
The magazine featured essays, short
stories, poetry, song lyrics, screenplay
excerpts, artwork and photography.
Some of Mr. Kilkelly’s favorites
were: senior Steve Bornt’s short story
“It’s Amazing How Much Scrap Metal
Can Come from a Few Cans of Beer;”
Arnoczy’s poem “Dizzy;” and junior
Claudia Goncalves’ poem “His Heart
is Like a Hurricane” and accompanying
artwork by junior Manuel Cordero,
who also did the cover art.
Entries for this year’s issue were
submitted and reviewed from
September to December by the editors
and moderator.
“We look for originality and
creativity,” said Chien.

Instead of rejecting entries, those
writers whose submissions needed
work were told to rewrite and resubmit,
Chien said.
Mr. Kilkelly was so pleased with the
quality of this year’s magazine that he
wants to put out two issues next year if
the school will give him the budget to
do so.
Those who wish to submit an entry
for the next issue can do so by emailing
it to “AMlitmag@bust.com” or by
giving it directly to one of the editors or
to Mr. Kilkelly.

Slow start overcome by 3-game winning streak
Continued from pg 8
The slow start was not what the team
expected when the season started.
Senior rightfielder Robert Hines said,
“Our expectations were really high
going into the season. Now we’re
finally starting to live up to them.”
Hines believes the team’s slow start
at the plate was caused by the team
having to switch from metal bats to
wooden bats this year due to a change
in CHSAA rules.

Most players, however, have made
the adjustment to the new bats.
Junior leftfielder Anthony Infante is
among the league batting leaders, hitting
nearly .600.
As for the playoffs, Bro. James said,
“Anything can happen. Once we’re in
the playoffs, if we can continue to play
as well as we are now, we can beat
anyone.”
Hines said the key to Molloy doing
well in the playoffs is for the pitchers

10th B-Q win for AM Golf

Sophomore J.D. Lynch helped the Varsity A Team win its 10 straight title.
By Harry Wong ’08
Coach Mr. Bill Niklaus had to deploy
almost an entirely new lineup for the
Varsity A Golf Team this season due to
the vacancies left by five graduating
seniors from the Class of 2007.
But Molloy still managed to win its
tenth consecutive Brooklyn-Queens
regular season title.
The Stanners went 11-1 in the regular
season with a lineup of junors Pat
Collins, Andrew Christ, Cody
Demarco, sophomore J.D. Lynch and
frosh Steve Bradley.
Mr. Niklaus said re-building the team
from scatch was the type of “new start
that I haven’t had to do in many years.”

Collins, as the team’s No. 1 player
and only returning starter, consistently
shot in the 30’s for nine holes in dual
matches throughout the season.
“As a coach,” said Mr. Niklaus, “you
always have to remember that
everything goes in cycles. And if you
accept that, the program runs
smoothly.”
The team was very confident going
into the playoffs that it could compete
for the city title.
“I feel that our golf team has improved
a whole lot over the course of the
season,” said Collins, “ and if we play
our best, we can beat anyone that we
play.”

and fielders “to throw strikes and catch
the ball.”
Hines said he will contribute by doing
what he does best.
“Playing small ball,” he said. “Get on
with a single, swipe a bag, or bunt to
move the runner over. I try to use my
attributes to the best of my ability and

hopefully, I can continue to contribute
to the team.”
Last season the team was eliminated
from the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens
playoffs in the semifinals.
So this year, Molloy hopes to exceed
last year’s accomplishments and win the
championship.

Girls relay team
sets school record
By Kathleen Madden ‘08 and Sean
Kittle ‘08
Four members of the Girls Varsity
Track Team sparkled at the 114th
Annual Penn Relay Carnival on April
24 at the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia, setting a Molloy school
record of 50.89 seconds in the 4x100meter relay.
Junior Monica Martinez and seniors
Alexandra Jean-Joseph, Arianna
Dussie, and Jessica Conter’s recordsetting time was only good enough to
finish third in their heat and they did not
advance to the next round of the
competition.
The relay team posted the 84th best
time out of the 257 teams who
competed in the race.
“It was very exciting to set a school
record and a great way to end senior
year,” said Conter. “Our time did not
come as a surprise because we had
been training hard all year.”
When Conter received the baton to
run the final leg of the relay, Molloy
trailed the rest of the field.
“I started out last and all I was
thinking about was passing the other
girls at the end and breaking our
[record] time,” Conter said. “As soon
as we went back to the stands, coach
[Mr. Austin Power] told us we had

broken our own record and he was
very proud.”
Mr. Power said he was not surprised
the team set a school record because
they have been running much better this
spring than previous years.
The Boys Varsity also had some good
performances at the Penn Relays as
senior Jarenn Stewart finished 10th in
the long jump with a leap of 22-feet2.5 inches.
The boys 4 x 100 meter relay team
of seniors Matt Flynn and Leroy
Herbert, junior Daniel Waters and
sophomore Sean Collins all ran
personal bests to finish second in its heat
with a time of 45.17 seconds, which
placed them 153rd out of 258 teams.
“All we really hope for [at the meet]
is to have the athletes enjoy themselves
and enjoy running,” said Mr. Jeff
Gallagher, the boys sprint coach.
Conter said one of her favorite things
about competing at the world’s largest
annual track meet was the energy
generated by the thousands of people
on the track and in the stands of
Franklin Field.
Said Flynn, “The actual event was
overwhelming. There were so many
people watching, which made it a lot of
fun.”

Collins MVP, Martinez stars for soph track teams
Sean Collins was named the MVP of
the Sophomore CHSAA Intersectional
Track and Field Championships on
May 10 at Ichan Stadium on Randall’s
Island for winning two events, setting
one meet record, and leading Molloy
to a third place finish behind St.
Anthony’s and Chaminade.
Collins broke an 11-year-old meet
record in winning the 400-Meter
Intermediate Hurdles in a time of 57.5
seconds.
Collins also won the 100-Meter High
Hurdles in a time of 15.5 seconds.
Sophomore triple jumper Matt
Catera was the other gold medalist for
Molloy, winning the event with a leap
of 40-feet-7.25. He also won a bronze
medal in the long jump.
The Frosh Boys Track and Field
Team didn’t fare as well in its City
Championship Meet, as only Matt
Lambert won a medal by finishing
second in the long jump with a leap of
17-feet-1.25.

Sophomore Andrea Martinez and
Here are Molloy’s results from each
frosh Sabrina Spataro each won gold
meet:
and silver medals at the CHSAA Frosh
and Sophomore Girls Intersectional
Sophomore City Championships
110-Meter High Hurdles: 1. Sean Collins, Track and Field Championships on
15.50; 6. Joseph Pinckney, 17.30.
April 27 at Icahn Stadium on Randall’s
400-Meter Intermediate Hurdles: 1. Sean
Island.
Collins, 57.17.
Spataro won the long jump with a leap
3,000-Meter Steeplechase: 5. Eric
Johnson, 12:09.62; Ernie D’Ambrose, of 15-feet-9.5 and took second in the
12:22.46.
high jump by clearing 4-feet-4 to lead
Long Jump: 3. Matt Catera, 19-1.5; 4. Molloy to a fourth place finish in the
Kevin Ginter, 18-4.75.
frosh city championships.
Triple Jump: 1. Matt Catera, 40-7.25; 6.
Kellenberg, St. John the Baptist,
Peter Kramer, 36-7.5.
Javelin: 2. Angelo Lees, 140-4; 6. John Sacred Heart finished ahead of the
Moore, 110-10.
Stanners.
Sophomore Martinez scored all but
Frosh City Championships
one of ninth-place Molloy’s points in
100-Meter Run: 4. Chris Zappel, 12.17.
the sophomore city championships by
400-Meter Intermediate Hurdles: 6.
winning the javelin with a throw of 93Denis O’Connor, 71.73.
2,000-Meter Steeplechase: 6. Patrick 3 and finishing second in the shot put
with a toss of 31-5.25.
Cooney, 7:33.95.
3,200-Meter Run: 5. Brian Woods,
Hurdler Danielle Reddy was the only
11:35.85.
other Stanner to score in the sophomore
High Jump: 4. James Mercer, 4-10.
meet by finishing fifth.
Long Jump: 2. Matt Lambert, 17-1.25.
Molloy’s results in the meets:

Frosh City Championships
Team Scores: 1. Kellenberg 41; 2. St. John
the Baptist 39, 3. Sacred Heart 33, 4. Molloy
25; 5. St. John Villa 18.
100-meter Hurdles: 3. Christa Ciuffo, 20.4;
5. Malvina Kluser 21.9.
400-meter Hurdles: 4. Daniella Antolos,
81.1.
3,000-meter Run: 5. Ilsen Hernandez,
14:35.7.
Javelin: 2. Lianna Cucchi, 73-2.
Shot Put: 3. Stefanie Vendome, 20-3.5; 5.
Cathy Terranova, 20-3.5.
High Jump: 2. Sabrina Spataro, 4-4.
Long Jump: 1. Sabrina Spataro, 15-9.5.
Triple Jump: 3. Lisa Giovanazzo, 30-7.

Sophomore City Championships
Team Scores: 1. St. Joseph Hill 42, 2. St.
John Villa 34; 3. St. Anthony 33.5; 4.
Kellenberg 25; 5. St. John the Baptist 23; 6.
Notre Dame 13; 7. Catherine McAuley 12;
8. Sacred Heart 12; 9. Molloy 11; 10. Holy
Trinity and St. Francis Prep 10.
100-meter Hurdles: 5. Danielle Reddy,
19.0.
Javelin: 1. Andrea Martinez 93-3.
Shot Put: 2. Andrea Martinez 31-5.25.

Molloy Varsity Softball gets ‘A’ in team chemistry
By Joanna Pellegrino ’08
The Molloy Varsity Softball Team
finished the regular season in second
place in the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens
Division with a 12-3 league record
thanks to good team chemistry and

good fundamental techniques, said
Coach Mrs. Maureen Rosenbaum.
Leftfielder Katie Shea, a senior, led
the team in RBI followed by junior Sheri
Florio and senior Tiffany Ott.
Junior Anniela Vaccaro, a utility

Junior pitcher Julie Keyes helped Molloy to a 12-3 league record.

JV Softball beats Prep to
take Brooklyn-Queens title
By Brian Biscotti ‘08
The Molloy JV Softball Team was
confident it could win a championship
when the playoffs began after
completing a very strong regular
season with a 21-8 overall record and
a 13-2 league mark which put the team
in second place in the CHSAA
Brooklyn-Queens regular season
standings behind St. Francis Prep.
The team was led by sophomore
captain Melissa Kump, who hit over
.300 on the year and was the team’s
top pitcher, throwing a no-hitter
against St. Agnes en route to a 10-3
won-loss record on the season.
The season was highlighted by
many big victories including a 7-6
come-from-behind victory over St.
Joseph’s By the Sea in the
championship game of the Sixth
Annual Msgr. Scanlan Tournament
during Easter Week and a 12-11
come-from-behind victory over St.
Francis Prep in the final league regular
season game.
However, the team faced some
tough losses over the course of the
season, the worst being its two league
losses to Prep, which Coach Mr. Luis

Melissa Kump

Santos found to be especially tough
due to the fact that his team played
poorly defensively in not putting forth
its best performance.
In addition to Kump, the offense
was led by frosh outfielder Patricia
Kelly, who has shown great
improvement over the course of the
season to become a clutch hitter with
a batting average over .500.
Frosh shortstop Jennifer DeMaria,
who has been a starter all season,
bunts and runs the bases exceptionally
well.
Sophomore DH Christina Polizzi
has been Molloy’s best power hitter.
Frosh pitcher Jackie Perillo posted
a 4-1 record which included a victory
in Molloy’s lone victory over Prep this
season.
Kump, whom Mr. Santos called the
team’s best pitcher and all-around
position player, said the team has what
it takes to win a title.
She said that while she is pleased
with her individual performance such
as the no-hitter, the season won’t be
truly satisfying unless the team can win
a championship.
DeMaria believed that if the team
continued to play the way it had in
the regular season, it would finish as
champions and she was right.
Molloy beat all three playoff
opponents, including first place Prep
in thechampionship round, to boost
its overall record to 26-8.
Mr. Santos, who expected the
biggest competition for the team in the
playoffs would came from Prep and
Moore Catholic of Staten Island, said
his goal was to do well in the playoffs
to prove to his players that through
their hard work and effort, they have
become a championship caliber team.

player, led the team in hitting with a .444
batting average following by Julia
Lipovac, a sophomore who plays
second base and hit .400.
Junior pitchers Janelle Boyd and
Julianne Keyes earned most of the
team’s victories.
The team’s 17-5 overall record
includes victories at a tournament in
Virginia on March 26-30.
Big league victories include one over
St. Francis Prep, to whom Molloy had
lost twice previously, and two over The
Mary Louis Academy.
The Stanners played Mary Louis
three times this season and all three
games went into extra innings.
Mrs. Rosenbaum said the victory
over Prep was especially important
because many seniors were preparing
to go the Senior Prom on April 30 and
didn’t play in the game.
Shea, whose two-run home run was
the difference in the 4-2 victory over
Prep, said that beating Prep and Mary
Louis is big because they are such
tough competitors and Queens rivals.

Mrs. Rosenbaum said the team has
gotten stronger as the season went on.
“There have been some tough losses,
especially the recent Mary Louis loss
in extra innings, but I expect us to do
well in the playoffs,” Mrs. Rosenbaum
said.
Molloy began the playoffs with a 131 rout of Bishop Ford in a quarterfinal
game shortened to five innings becuase
of the “mercy rule.”
Shea went 3-for-4 and hit a home
run, Boyd went 3-for-3, and Ott went
2-for-3 in that game.
Molloy then defeated Fontebonne
Hall 5-1 in the semifinals May 13.
Shea is sad that her career playing
softball for Molloy is almost over so
her goals are to play her hardest and
have fun in her remaining games.
She has played and lost to Prep in
the Brooklyn-Queens championship
finals every year of her Molloy career.
So advancing to the finals for a fourth
time but this time winning, “would be
awesome and a great ending to a great
year,” she said.

Baseball set for playoffs
By Vincent Illuzzi ’08
Senior starting pitchers Kasparas
Vilimas and Michael Galbo threw
back-to-back complete games against
Bishop Ford and Christ the King during
Molloy’s recent three game winning
streak which pushed the Varsity’s
CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens league
record back over .500 to 8-7.
“It’s been a struggle but we’ve finally
starting to come together as a team now
that it’s getting to be playoff time,” said
Assistant Coach Bro. James Vagan.
Bro. James said Molloy got off to a
slow start for two reasons. The team
was beating itself by making bad
defensive plays in key situations and
was suffering through a batting slump..
Robert Hines

Continued on page 7

Varsity Handball steps it up
By John Coster IV ‘08
After a sluggish start to the season,
Molloy’s Varsity Handball Team has
been able to turn things around by
winning six of eight matches to improve
their record to 8-4.
The turnaround occured because the
team has come to realize that this is the
final go-round for the seniors and they
want to go out in style.
“The team has stepped up big time,”
said Coach Mr. Vinny Leonardo. “At
the pace we are currently going, we
should finish in either second or third
place.”
Senior Christian Ventura said the
team’s 2-2 start was due to the fact
that, “We weren’t focused enough and
we lost games we should have won
because of recklessness.”
After the slow start, Mr. Leonardo
tinkered with his lineup, calling
sophomore Stephen Tanico up from
the Junior Varsity to play second
doubles.

The coach also credits Ventura and
junior Charlie Gagliardo with being
major contributors to the team’s eight
victories.
“Those two have stepped up their
game immensely with their increased
dedication being clearly visible in their
game,” said Mr. Leonardo.
The seniors realize this is their last
opportunity to win a championship for
Molloy before they depart for college
in the fall.
“For most of our Varsity players, this
is their last year and they want to go
out with a bang,” said Mr. Leonardo.
Looking ahead to the playoffs,
Ventura said, “After playing for three
years, I want to be able to use all of the
past experience to play the best I can.
I also want to se an example for the
guys who will be on the team next year.
“After getting fourth place last year,”
Ventura continued, “bringing home some
trophies this year would be a nice way
to end our last season.”

