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Student Activities
FBLA State Leadership
Conference
By: Catherine Zhang
After weeks of preparation and anticipation, members of the Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA) club will finally have a chance to see their
hard work pay off this month. Over 60 members of
Hopewell‟s FBLA chapter will be attending the annual State Leadership Conference (SLC) from
March 15th-17th at Harrah‟s in Atlantic City.
At the state conference, over 3,000 students from
New Jersey will be competing in a variety of events,
ranging from written tests to presentations, to creating videos and websites. The events, both individual
and team, cover all kinds of business topics, such as
Business Ethics and Management Decision Making.

ous years include Leveraging Technology for Business
Success, Dress for Success, and Networking: A Web
CONNECTion.
Club president and junior Vicki Xie is competing
in the Future Business Leader event, for which she
will give a presentation at the SLC. When asked
about her expectations for the state conference this
year, she said, “I‟m really excited because the state
conference is always a great experience. We have so
many people attending this year, which is great, and
we‟re really looking forward to hopefully making it
to Anaheim!”
Awards will be given to students who place in the
top five of their event, and the top four in each
event will advance to the National Leadership Conference in Anaheim, California, this summer. Last
year, Hopewell sent a record 16 students to compete at the national level, and the club hopes to
have another successful year at the SLC.

FBLA treasurer and junior Sophia Lo attended
both the state and national conferences last year.
Concerning her experiences at the SLC, she said,
Good luck to all competitors!
“It‟s an amazing experience. There's a lot of energy
from all the students there, and it's so much fun to
meet other FBLA members and compete with some
really talented students. Attending the conferences
has definitely been one of the highlights of my time
in FBLA.”
In addition to competing in competitive events at
the SLC, members of FBLA will also have the opportunity to attend workshops to continue developing their business and leadership skills.
Guest speakers are brought in to give presentations
and advice to students about different areas of business-related expertise. Some workshops from previ-
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CHS‟s FBLA Club at the state competition in Atlantic City
last year.
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Sensational First Weekend of
Damn Yankees
By: Madeline Taska Carleton
The work of CHS teachers and students
both on-stage and back-stage paid off this
weekend, bringing audiences to their feet
with two outstanding performances of “Damn
Yankees.” Everyone involved in the production is thrilled.

”Tech week is a disaster. A fun disaster, but
we’re always left exhausted afterwards,”
says sophomore Hannah Lewis, one of the
student Assistant Stage Managers.
Needless to say, all of the hours of work
were well worth the effort. The two shows
this weekend were exhilarating for cast,
crew, and audience members alike.

Senior Laura Zoog shared that “the cast
“I’m very proud of all the actors, musicians, has put so much effort into putting on this
and crew members,” said Mr. White, musical show, and all of that work definitely shows.”
director of the show and conductor of the pit
Furthermore, the “Damn Yankees” cast
orchestra.
strives to support one another. The cast’s
This winter’s production, “Damn Yankees”, compassion is best shown in their so-called
“Compliment Book”. It’s a notebook with
follows the story of a die-hard Washington
each page entitled with the name of a differSenators baseball fan who goes to crazy
lengths for his team (even striking up a deal ent cast-member, crew-member or director.
Throughout rehearsals, cast/crew members
with the Devil!).
fill it with compliments, well-wishes, and
other kind sentiments about each person.
The cast has come a long way since auditions back in November. At one rehearsal in Only on opening night are you allowed to
read your own page.
January, it took over two hours to run
through Act I alone.
Junior actor Thomas McLaughin explains,“We
started the tradition my freshman
Mrs. Cook, CHS dance teacher and the
show’s choreographer, shared some wisdom year... It’s a way of bonding, and it’s a great
on rough rehearsals: “There are days when feeling to read about amazing qualities you
rehearsal can seem like a struggle, but it’s a didn’t realize you had. It’s all about spreadgood reality check to keep us working hard.” ing love.”
Their success this
weekend certainly took
a lot of work. Rehearsals have been going
since December. In the
heat of “tech week”
(the week preceding
opening night, when all
technical elements are
added and finalized),
rehearsals were up to eight hours long.
The Bulldog Reporter

Be sure to show your support for this production by coming to see their second and
final weekend of performances! Shows will
take place at 7:30 PM in the PAC on Friday
March 10th and Saturday March 11th. You
can purchase tickets at
https://www.showtix4u.com/ or at the door
on the night of the show.
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PhilMUN
By: Catherine Zhang

tional opportunities for girls in the
Commission on the Status of Women.

On March 2nd-5th, Hopewell’s Model
MUN is a great opportunity to not only
United Nations club attended the anbecome informed about global affairs,
nual Philadelphia Model UN (PhilMUN) but also to improve public speaking,
conference, held in the Wyndham Hotel debate, and research skills. When
in the Historic District. Hundreds of
asked about the conference, junior
students from across the country, and Chris Cantwell, who represented Benin
even some international students, at-

in the UN Human Rights Council, said,

tend the conference each year to par-

“It’s always a great experience be-

ticipate in the Model UN experience.

cause we get to learn about international policy and meet new people.”

During Model UN conferences, students simulate sessions of the actual
United Nations by acting as delegates
for various countries and immersing
themselves in discussions of international policy. Delegates spend four

Of the three conferences that HopeMUN attends, the club typically performs the best at PhilMUN, with delegates winning both individual and team
delegation awards over the past few

days debating pertinent international
issues and drafting resolutions.

years.

Each PhilMUN conference centers
around a particular theme. The regional focus this year was on Africa.
HopeMUN represented the countries of
Egypt, Djibouti, and Benin, in committees ranging from the UN Development
Programme to the Department for
Peacekeeping Operations to the Food
and Agricultural Organization. Each
committee focused on one or two subtopics, such as fighting corruption in
the FIFA Council or the lack of educaPage 4
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Science Club Heads to State
Competition
By: Sophia Lo
Where can you find some
of the best and brightest
high school students running around in lab coats,
building wooden towers,
and studying the function
of the amygdala? Only at a
Science Olympiad competition! And if you are interested, the amygdala is an
almond-shaped structure
in the brain that plays a
role in processing our
emotions.
On Tuesday March 7,
Hopewell’s Science Club
will be going to Middlesex County College to
compete in the NJ State Science Olympiad
competition. This will be Hopewell’s first time
competing at the state competition in many
years.
At the regional competition in January, Hopewell was very successful and placed in the top
six for events like Anatomy and Physiology,
Astronomy, Disease Detectives, Protein Modeling, and Hovercraft. Overall, Hopewell
placed 5th out of 24 schools, which qualified
Hopewell for the state competition.
At the state competition, Hopewell will be
competing against 26 other schools from all
over New Jersey. The competition has a variety of events, like test-taking, laboratory and
experimental design, and robotics events
where materials need to be prebuilt.

so I’m doing a lot of studying by watching
Crash Course and Khan Academy videos. I’m
passionate about science, so this gives me a
chance to learn more about topics we don’t
necessarily cover in class.”
Members of Science Club are excited for their
opportunity to compete. Junior Catherine
Zhang said, “This is our first time ever competing at states, so we can’t wait to see what it’s
like and meet other teams from all across New
Jersey. It’s a great opportunity to explore our
interests in science and gain exposure to applications of concepts that we learn in our
classes.”

Although most of the competition phase is
over, it’s not too late to join Science Club. For
the rest of the year, Science Club will be performing experiments and participating in Science League. Science Club meets every other
A lot of preparation goes into these events,
Friday after school in room 408. For more inand senior Will Flemming said, “I’m competing formation, contact noammiller@hvrsd.org.
in two events, Anatomy and Physiology and
Microbe Mission. Both of those are test events,
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Sports
last year’s second singles player with a record of 18-4, will
be coming back to the courts as one of the candidates
competing for the first singles spot. However, he will be
challenged by Matthew Geiger and Will Kelleher, two freshmen that have already shown remarkable potential and will
no doubt greatly strengthen the team. Additionally, HopeAs the winter weather begins to warm, the Hopewell boys’ well’s former third singles player, senior Harrison Fu, along
tennis team is getting ready for another successful season. with former doubles player Harrison Zhang, are also reaching for a singles spot and will definitely increase the comLast year, the Bulldogs achieved an impressive record of
petition.
18-4, and they only expect to do better this season.

Time For the Boys Tennis Team
to Dust Off Their Racquets
By: Marissa Liu

As with every year, the varsity team needs to come back
from the loss of several key players, including their previous first singles player Patrick Blake. With a record of 15-6,
Blake led the team through several victories, standing his
ground against strong teams such as WWP North and
Robbinsville. The team also lost Brady Zimmerman, former
first doubles partner of returning junior Harrison Zhang.

Other returning players include the team’s former second
doubles players, senior Shraiy Gupta and junior Avaneesh
Kolluri, who only lost two matches the entire season last
year.

With one of the best tennis teams in the state, Hopewell
has been named champions of their division year after
year. This season should be no different. Nevertheless,
this year’s boys’ tennis team will definitely pose a signifiDespite these losses, Coach David Burchall is still left with cant threat to other renowned schools, and the players ana talented group of young blood. Sophomore Rahul Paloni, ticipate placing in the annual Mercer County Tournament.
One-Track Mind… Continued from page 1

able place in a few of the relays, but I don‟t think any of us could
have predicted winning the team championship.”

Coach Johnson reflected on the team‟s overall performance with
pride, saying, “I would say we performed really well. Compared to
With graduation closing in faster each day, seniors like Kohn are
last year, they seemed to run more confidently… Last year everyone
starting to reflect on their time as Bulldogs. Luckily, Kohn remains
wasn‟t putting together such great performances so early in the
entirely optimistic. He further exemplified the team‟s camaraderie,
season.”
saying, “I am very sad to leave the team behind, but I know that
they will continue to do great things without me next year.”
Coach Johnson attributes much of the team‟s success to the
friendly team dynamic. He said, “They really are a tight group and
want to see one another do well.” He stressed the importance of Mr. Johnson is also looking to the future. He said that while he is
very pleased with the Bulldogs‟ performance at the championship,
having a supportive atmosphere in team sports.
he and the team are looking forward to “bigger things” coming
Senior Brendan Kohn explained the team dynamic similarly, sayinto the spring season.
ing, “I think that this year, more than ever, we are a close-knit
team. Typically, there is a natural divide between the sprinters,
the distance runners, and the throwers just because we all compete in different events and we don‟t train together, but this year
we are definitely closer as one whole team.”
This year‟s track team members have their eyes on the prize.
Coach Johnson explained that their fierce desire for success has
driven them to work even harder. He said, “The team this year is
so much more confident and competitive and hungry for success.”
Kohn said, “We were definitely confident in our training and we
knew if we all competed to the best of our ability that we would be
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The Boys‟ Winter Track Team Celebrating Their Win
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National
Is That a Box, Mr. Stork?

amount of babies born in New Jersey each year.

By Skyler Rossi

The boxes come filled with essentials, like diapers and onesies, and the
actual box, paired with the provided mattress, is used as a bed. Everything a new mother would need is included.

New parents often feel like everything they do with their infant is
wrong. They constantly worry if the baby is eating right, if the baby is
too warm or too cold, or if the baby is exposed to any viruses. One
state has made it easier for new parents to ease their minds. Back in
The US Department of Health and Human Services suggests that baJanuary, New Jersey became the first state in the US to give new parbies should sleep on a firm mattress with no blankets, pillows, or crib
ents baby boxes. And more important than making it easier for the
bumpers. Also, babies should be put down without a blanket.
parents, these sturdy, cardboard boxes will help to lower infant mortality rates for the state.
The CDC calculates that there are about 3,500 deaths from Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and other sleep-related deaths in the
While we just might be starting to hear about these boxes, they have
United States each year. Also, approximately 93% of the cases of Sudbeen around for around for over 80 years in Finland. Finland has the
den Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) in New Jersey are sparked by
world’s lowest infant mortality rate at about 1.3 deaths per 1,000 basleeping environments.
bies born.
The Baby Box Co., the company that manufactures the boxes, transformed their baby-shower gifts into a a Finland-inspired program by
partnering with New Jersey's Child Fatality and Near Fatality Review
Board. The company plans to make 105,000 boxes-- the average

The Syrian Blitzkrieg
By Paul Frank
In mid February, Kurdish and Arab fighters announced a new
phase in their campaign for combating the Islamic State group‟s
Syrian grip of Raqa. Since their announcement, the Syrian Democratic Forces [SDF] launched a campaign to capture the city and
have already begun to reach farther and farther up the Euphrates
Valley, but are still unable to reach the city.
SDF spokeswoman Jihan Sheikh Ahmed stated, “the third phase
to liberate Raqa and its surroundings will include the targeting of
the eastern part of the province.” Ahmed has also stated that over
750 more Arab fighters have joined SDF forces after being trained
by the US-led coalitions.
Congress has dispatched 500 soldiers to train and support the
SDF campaign. For the first time since President Donald Trump‟s
inauguration, Washington has also provided the SDF with armoured utility vehicles, according to Pentagon officials.

So far, new mothers have had nothing but positive feedback. The boxes
are lightweight, durable, and are actually of good use. Based on the
feedback, the Baby Box Co. will determine if they will continue with
the program beyond 2017, and hopefully spread out to other parts
of the US.
to liberate Raqa are tanks, Dushkas [heavy machine guns], and
armoured vehicles. There has been a delay in the arrival of weapons we need, but the support will increase in the next phases, or
we hope so.”
Another problem that has presented itself is that two-thirds of the
about 30,000 alliance fighters belong to the Kurdish People‟s Protection Units, a group that Turkey considers a “terrorist” group
after they were linked to the attempted coup this past summer. In
an attempt to avoid opposition from Turkey, Congress has insisted
on delivering solely to Arab alliance fighters; however, the supplying of vehicles and weapons has still angered Turkish officials.
Further west, the city of Al-Bab (a former „hot-zone‟ for ISIL activity) has been “completely besieged by the [Assad] regime from the
south, and the Turkish forces and rebels from the east, north, and
west,” according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
(SOHR). As reported by SOHR chief Rami Abdel Rahman,
“Militants were completely cut off in Al-Bab after President Bashar
al-Assad‟s forces severed a road into the northern city.”

The complete takeover of Al-Bab serves as the another step to defeating the Syrian axis of the caliphate‟s control. With the last maHowever, SDF spokesman Talel Sello expressed some concern,
jor ISIL stronghold “completely seized,” the next step would be to
“Coalition forces have provided our Arab contingent with vehicles, but the numbers are very small and we hope they will increase reinstall the government‟s control by beginning negotiations bein the coming days.” The spokesman‟s concerns represent a grow- tween Syrian rebels and President Assad‟s fractured government.
ing problem that has presented itself to the SDF forces, or as local However, this within itself will be difficult as the Syrian military
backed by Russian airstrikes have already begun to seize districts
SDF commander Rojda Felat stated, “The weapons that we need
within the rebels‟ last major stronghold: Deraa.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Op-Ed
New Secretary of Education

tion of secretary of education is, more than anything, an opportunity to be a bully pulpit to express
the views of the President,” explains Harvard profesBy: Anna Salvatore
sor Paul Reville. Most of the power over our schools
President Trump‟s cabinet appointments have been comes from states and local school districts; howcontroversial, to say the least.
ever, despite the limitations of the position, Mrs.
DeVos will be able to affect the school system over
After all, Mr. Trump just named Scott Pruitt as head the next four years.
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Mr.
Pruitt claims that the science of climate change is
Many predict that she will expand funding for char“far from settled,” and he has sued the EPA no less ter schools. Mrs. DeVos advocates for a controversial
than thirteen times.
school voucher program, which gives federal taxpayer dollars to kids to attend religious and private
Mr. Trump then named Ben Carson as Secretary of schools. Mrs. DeVos has been critical of public
Housing and Urban Development; of course, this is schools, saying that they are a “dead end.” This
the man who admitted that he was unfit for public could affect us because federal funding may be
steered away from public schools and towards charoffice for fear of “[crippling] the presidency.”
ter schools.
Perhaps the most controversial nominee of them all
has been Betsy DeVos for Education Secretary. You
may have seen the viral videos of her confirmation
hearing, where she was unable to answer basic questions about performance standards, refused to condemn guns in schools, and appeared to be unfamiliar with the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA).
There has been widespread criticism of Mrs. DeVos,
and thousands of people have pressed their senators
to vote against her confirmation. Nevertheless, Mrs.
DeVos has become our Secretary of Education
thanks to a tiebreaking vote from Vice President
Mike Pence.

Some also anticipate that the Department of Education will become less involved in enforcing civil
rights laws. In the past, it has handled discrimination issues regarding race, gender, and sexual orientation. When a transgender boy named Gavin
Grimm filed a complaint to use the boy‟s bathroom,
the Department of Education directed schools to
allow transgender students to use the bathroom
aligning with their gender identity.
Under the direction of Mrs. DeVos, it is uncertain
whether the Department of Education will be actively involved in matters of discrimination. It is possible that she could change federal policy around
college sexual assaults and civil rights data collection.

But what does the confirmation of Betsy DeVos
mean for public high schoolers like us?

Hopewell Valley students, don‟t worry! Although
Mrs. DeVos may not be the strongest supporter of
the public school system, she is not powerful enough
The Secretary of Education is one of the least power- to do anything drastic.
ful positions in the President‟s cabinet. “The posi-
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Point-Blank Reform
By: Paul Frank
In the final weeks of his presidency, Barack Obama,
motivated by the case of Adam Lanza‟s merciless rampage of an elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut that killed twenty children and six faculty members, imposed a rule that banned people who qualify
for Social Security disability insurance due to a crippling mental illness, from getting a gun.

are not met, then that person does not have their
gun(s) taken away. But it gets worse. Even if the rule
applies to an individual, that individual can pursue an
appeal in court, and that could be easily obtained in
gun-loving regions.

The United States has witnessed to what can happen
if someone with a severe mental condition has access
to guns: 2007, Seung-Hui Cho shot 32 people dead at
Virginia Tech University; 2011, Jared Loughner shot
U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords and six other
people; 2012, James Holmes killed 12 people in a
At first the rule seemed rather harmless, as it affected Colorado theater, and then there‟s Adam Lanza.
a mere 75,000 people, a vast majority of which did not Adam Lanza endured months of hysterical crying,
stretches of lethargy and self-imposed isolation from
own a gun nor were inclined to. However, the GOPfamily and friends before he unleashed his inner deled House voted against the bill, a move that has
placed the bill‟s head on the Senate‟s chopping block. mons upon the innocent children and faculty memThis would be a huge mistake. If the conservative Sen- bers of Sandy Hook Elementary School.
ate was so inclined to kill the bill, the decision would
fall upon President Trump to decide whether to agree These mass shootings showcase the risk of allowing
or disagree to it. Due to the President‟s endorsement, individuals who suffer from mental disorders to buy
both to and from the NRA, we can easily assume
and own guns. The bill that the House voted against
which way the wind is blowing.
doesn‟t even cast a net over the issue, yet its scope is
Republican lawmakers based their case off of the argument that the rule dehumanizes people with disabilities by classifying them as dangerous. Texas Representative Pete Sessions phrased the argument best, saying,
“There are people who need help and seek help, but
that is not a criteria for taking away one‟s constitutional right.” However, the last time I checked, the
entire conservative argument against gun reform was
that “guns don‟t kill people; people kill people.”

specific and anchored by one major idea that Republicans have seemed to miss completely: If someone is
unable to work, make income, or even manage their
own life without constant assistance, then why should
they be allowed to own a gun? If a person‟s ability to
make a clear, concise judgment is in question, why
should they be allowed to own a gun?

To liberals, that‟s a logical and well-grounded reason
for people with disabling mental health issues not to
own a gun. However, conservatives respond with the
The scope of the bill is rather narrow when compared same canned answer time and time again: “guns don‟t
to previous gun legislation. The sole goal of the legisla- kill people; people kill people.”
tion is to keep guns away from people who are on record as having a disabling mental disorder.
The response that “guns don‟t kill people” and instead
“people kill people” is not sufficient if you refuse to
The standard for taking away the gun(s) is within itself step up to the plate when the solution to the latter
difficult to find, as the person has to be on Social Se- problem is presented to you; refusal of compromise
curity because their mental disorder affects their abil- does not help anyone; rather it hurts the country as a
whole.
ity to work, and they have to be unable to manage
their own living and affairs. If both these conditions

The Bulldog Reporter
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Campus
Crucial Custodial Cadre
By: Anna Salvatore
There is no doubt that the custodians and maintenance
staff are crucial to the well-being of our school. “I think
that they are probably one of the most important groups
that we have in the school community,” says Principal Tana
Smith. “Without them, the building wouldn‟t be able to
run.”
Many of their duties are not carried out in plain sight.
“There are so many things they do on a daily basis that are
behind the scenes,” explains Principal Smith. Custodians
take care of “locking the doors, unlocking the doors, and
making sure the garbage and recycling are put in the right
place.” Meanwhile, the maintenance crew deals with me-

Serving Up Some Stereotypes
By: Julia Drake and Skyler Rossi
On February 16th, CHS students rushed into the cafeteria and
crowded the lunch lines. Posted on the menu was a meal tributed
to Black History Month including items such as fried chicken,
mac and cheese and cornbread. Within minutes, pictures of the
menu were being spread on Twitter and Snapchat. Students had
mixed reactions to the menu: some thought it was offensive, others did not think it was a big deal.

chanical, electrical, and plumbing issues around the building. Both groups are indispensable in helping the school
run smoothly.
One member of the maintenance staff has been working
here for about 30 years. “The people I work with are the
best part of my job,” he said. “I enjoy coming here, and
every day is different.”
You can show your appreciation to the custodians and
maintenance staff by making their lives easier. “It‟s tough
because spills happen, and it‟s not like anybody means for a
spill to happen, but cleaning up after yourselves in the
lunchroom is a big help to them,” says Principal Smith. It
can also be as simple as saying thank you. Just because
some people work behind the scenes does not make their
job any less important or deserving of our gratitude.
“The problem was nobody knew, nobody had any idea. So when
I found out about it, it was Thursday, right around [the beginning of lunch]. Two teachers came in and told me,” said Principal Tana Smith.
After Principal Smith and Vice Principal Scott Brettell found out
about the posted menus, they went to the cafeteria and took the
five existing posters down. Also, they had Pomptonian‟s CHS
director delete the menu off of the HVRSD website. However,
despite their efforts, the menu had already been seen by students
and would still go viral.

The food in our district is served by Pomptonian Food Services, a
company that is private and separate from our administration.
“We were really upset to see it, we felt very blindsided by it, and
Each school has their own director and separate staff that makes
we would never have approved anything like that. But, at the
decisions for the building‟s lunch.
time, menus were not sent to us ahead of time, and I actually said
that going forward, if I need to approve every menu, then we‟re
The middle school had been celebrating Black History Month
going to have to do that because we can‟t have this kind of miswith informational sessions for their eighth graders. Timberlane take happen again,” said Principal Smith.
principal, Dr. Rosetta Treece, started these sessions last year. She
collaborated with the middle school director of Pomptonian for a
Later that day, Superintendent Dr. Thomas Smith sent out an
soul food day, which went together with the periodical educaemail explaining that the administration had nothing to do with
tional sessions. Last year‟s day was very successful and they were
the planning of the menu.
planning on repeating this day in the middle school again.
The director of Pomptonian Food Services at the high school
decided to copy the day and do a soul food menu here, only this
time there was no context to the menu.
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“The decision to include these items without any context or explanation, reinforces racial stereotypes and is not consistent with
our district mission and efforts to improve cultural competency
among our students and staff,” said Dr. Smith.
The Bulldog Reporter

There were many different reactions
around the building. Some students were
shocked into silence, while others said it
wasn‟t a huge deal because there were no
negative intentions. One of the most
agreed-upon reactions was that the menu
was extremely stereotypical.
One of these students was junior Andie
Heck. “I think they had good intentions
honoring Black History Month, but it
ended up coming across as enforcing racial stereotypes, so a lot of people rightfully took offense to that,” she said.

about bubbles is as safe and protected as
they may make you feel, nothing can
change the fact that the world outside
them can only be seen as less than crystal
clear,” said Tieku. “Hopewell‟s race problems didn‟t start with a lunch menu and it
will continue long after this menu debacle
blows over. Try as it may, nothing the
administration does can conceal those
facts.”

This year, a Diversity Council has been
introduced as a way to give students a
voice. President and senior Madison
Parker agrees with Superintendent Smith
CHS is a school where the majority of the that the Black History Month menu is not
students are white and only 4% are black. a representation of our school or commuSenior Aba Tieku made the point that the nity goals as a whole.
menu just brought attention to more crucial issues.
“The debate surrounding the appropriateness of the Black History Month menu
“I have always felt so fortunate to live here reminds us of the importance of cultural
sensitivity in every aspect of our daily
in this wonderful bubble. But the thing
lives, even here at CHS. I believe we are

all more alike than different and hope
that our school continues to make strides
in improving cultural competency and
awareness,” said Parker.
Pomptonian issued an apology letter that
was released to the media about a week
after the incident.
“We truly regret the negative publicity we
caused for your community,” it read.
Black History Month officially ended in
February, but the discussion and acknowledgement of black history needs to continue every day of the year.
“I think that in the future, we as a school
community need to have a dialogue about
race in our school in order to prevent
situations like this from occurring again,”
said junior Maya Hill.

subjects. These include three classes of AP Physics 1,
and one class of AP Physics C. His interest in physics
stems from his childhood interest of building things. He
always took an interest building a treehouses or motorbikes as a kid. When the time came, he decided to attend
TCNJ and study Civil Engineering.
One of Mr. Shangle’s passions is swimming. He’s been
swimming since he was six years old, and this past summer he even competed in the 100 meter breaststroke for
the Olympic Trials.

Mr. Shangle has always known that he wanted to pursue
the science field.

Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Shangle
By: Nat Valenza
Since teaching is a somewhat never ending job, someone
must always fill in for a teacher who has to go on leave.
This month, we put the spotlight on Mr. Shangle, who is
filling in for physics teacher Ms. Mercurio, to learn a little
more about him.
Mr. Shangle teaches four classes, with only two different
The Bulldog Reporter

Swimming is even where his passion for teaching came
from after coaching a swim team during the summer. Before he knew it, he was changing his major from Civil Engineering to Physics and Secondary Education.
As a hobby, Mr. Shangle also enjoys longboarding when
he has the time.
Mr. Shangle wants to leave his students with the ability to
apply what they learned in a seemingly two dimensional
class to the world around them. He says that he hopes
that through physics, they will be able to walk away with a
greater “understanding and appreciation of the complex,
yet beautiful world we live in.”
As a side note, Mr. Shangle would like to thank everyone
for making him feel so welcome even though he just
started halfway through the year.
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Puzzle
Nancy‟s Favorite Musicians:
By: Nancy McKeon

ALT-J
CAGE THE ELEPHANT
CITY AND COLOUR
FLEETWOOD MAC
FOSTER THE PEOPLE
GORILLAZ
JACK JOHNSON
JONAS BROTHERS
LAKE STREET DIVE
MODEST MOUSE
SNARKY PUPPY
TALKING HEADS
TAME IMPALA
THE BLACK KEYS
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Music Mondays Brought to You
By Betsy Devos
By: Bobbie Armstrong
The newly confirmed Secretary of Education has already
brought sweeping reform to schools across the country,
most notably creating a playlist for Hopewell’s Music Monday.
Instead of High School Musical throwback songs, you can
now enjoy classics from Frank Sinatra, classical music that

Student Protests After Pet is Rejected as Bulldog Buddy
By: Ruth Wyckoff

all sounds the same, and Mike Pence’s EP, “If I Were
President.” Devos says this is just one of her many plans
to reform schools nationwide, stating that, “students should
have the right to listen to decent music during school. It’s a
tragedy what many of them are subjected to right now.”
She also has plans to revamp vending machines. “It’s a
shame how few flavors of Gatorade most schools offer.
Everyone should get to choose what Gatorade they drink.”
Devos plans to focus on the “big” issues, and also protect
inner city schools from “grizzlies.”

protest against Bulldog TV, and their actions have
sparked controversy.

One student brought his pet rat into the TV studio
and yelled “Is he not „cute‟ enough for you? Are you
Elizabeth Grove, a sophomore at Hopewell Valley
scared of his differences?” Another friend of Grover‟s
Central High School, has been protesting her school‟s leaked hateful text messages sent by Bulldog TV exTV studio for the past two weeks after the channel
ecutives, which insulted untraditional pets, onto the
rejected her dog as a candidate for “Bulldog Buddy.” school‟s social media. These messages have caused
outrage, and the senders are now under investigation
The dog, Sophie, is a five year old Bedlington Terrier. by the Vice Principal‟s office.
She is well behaved and can even perform tricks,
which is why Grove was disappointed to receive an
Possibly the most radical form of protest against the
email saying “We are sorry to inform you that your
Bulldog TV station has been the formation of a new
pet is simply not cute enough to be featured on the
network, called “All Pets TV.” All Pets TV has started
Morning Show. On Friday mornings, our students
need something to cheer them up, and we worry that their own YouTube page, where every week they
Sophie might sadden them.”
celebrate pets who don‟t meet the ideal beauty standard. Some critics have labeled the new program
“I don‟t understand,” Grove told the Hindquarter. “Is
“fake news,” and refused to acknowledge the legitishe too old for them? There needs to be more roles
for middle-aged dogs in the media. This is unaccept- macy of facts or evidence to the contrary. The question remains as to whether less attractive animals will
able.” She and some fellow students have reacted in
ever find justice.

Hopewell to Implement Land
Shark Attack Drill
By: Bobbie Armstrong
In addition to frequent fire drills and lockdowns, Hopewell
Township plans to introduce a new land shark attack drill
into its schools.
“We really feel that this new drill is instrumental to the
safety of our students,” says district administrator Kathy
Rainer. “Essentially, this drill will give our staff and students the tools they need to safely survive a possible land
shark attack.”

drill, they will gather in the parking lot according to room
number. Then, they will each take one small, dead fish
from the bucket provided for each staff member, and they
will proceed to climb into one of the many large fish tanks
scattered throughout the lot. They will then throw their
dead fish over the side of the tank to throw off the land
shark with the scent of rotting cod. It’s really very simple.”
The new drill has faced some criticism from parents, calling it “excessive” and “unnecessary.” The school has defended its plans, and does intend on halting any scheduled
land shark drills.
“Land sharks, especially in New Jersey, pose a serious
threat to the safety of our students,” said Rainer. “I just
wish the parents in our community could understand that.”

Rob Connor, a security guard for Hopewell schools, says
that the drill itself is quite simple and easy to execute prop- As of now, the first land shark attack drill is scheduled for
early May, but may occur sooner, as the school has alerly. “At the sound of the whale call bell, staff and students
ready received complaints that there is a dead fish smell
will exit the building in an orderly fashion. Much like a fire
coming from the cafeteria.

Senior Buys Twelve Pairs of Identi- her purchase, says that seniors buying mass quantities of
sweat pants are a common occurrence this time of year.
cal Sweat Pants
“From January through June, sweatpants are always on
back-order. We can’t seem to stock the shelves fast
enough before they all disappear.”

By Bobbie Armstrong
Hopewell senior Michelle Price has reportedly purchased
twelve pairs of identical sweatpants, all during the same
shopping spree.
“I was actually looking at prom dresses originally,” says
Price. “But then I saw a great sale on sweatpants and
completely gave up looking at dresses. Who cares about
prom when you can buy a lifetime supply of gray, unflattering sweatpants?”
Tim Smith, the manager of the H&M where Price made

Price says that she is satisfied with her purchase, as
before, her wardrobe lacked gray sweatpants. “I had black
sweatpants, I had blue sweatpants, I had leggings covered
in sweat, but I didn’t have enough pairs of grey leggings.
My quality of life is much better now that I do.”
Price has reportedly resumed shopping for Prom, but is
considering investing in a pair of custom made sweatpants
for the occasion.

The Bulldog Hindquarter
Contributing Writers:
Bobbie Armstrong
Ruth Wyckoff

Layout:
Sophia Stivala

Like what you see? If you
want to contribute to next
month’s supplement, come
to 217 during Bulldog
Reporter meetings!

