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ACADEMIC DECATHLON
The Mariners once again took top honors in this year's Southern
California Private Schools Academic Decathlon, despite being
moved up to Division 3. With strong performances from all team
members, the Mariners captured the Division 3 gold medal, the
team gold medal for the Division 3 superquiz, and 3rd overall (out
of 31 private/Catholic school teams) in the team superquiz
competition. Overall, the Mariners placed 4th out of 30 school
teams and received 44 individual and team medals!
Congratulations to moderator Mr. Jeremy Nelson and the AcaDeca
team: Kara Yasui, Leila Ehsan, and Ryan Klippel in the Honors
Division; Deepu Varughese, Anna Brewer, and Adrian Santiago in
the Scholastic Division; and Cassidy Carmen, Alejandro Rivas,
and Robin Callejas in the Varsity Division

On Campus
From the Principal
Dear Alumni, Family, and Friends,
When I was initially approached about the idea of having nineteen of our students travel to Mississippi for spring break
this past school year, I asked a lot of questions. With so many things that could go wrong, I had some doubt as to
whether such an idea could prove to be meaningful (and safe!) for our students. However, as the travel date approached
for their Habitat for Humanity trip and as I learned of the endless possibilities for growth, I realized how important it
was for this group of students and chaperones to participate in this journey, and to be able to reflect on this experience
for the rest of their lives. All nineteen students and their chaperones returned safely after a week in Mississippi and full
of stories; some of new friendships, some funny stories, but most of the devastation still plaguing much of the area they served.
As members of the St. Monica Catholic High School community, all of our students are called to work with and for others, and to do so
compassionately. With all students required to participate in the school’s Christian Service program, it may be hard to imagine very
many students going above and beyond 100 hours of commitment. Yet, opportunities like this year’s Habitat for Humanity trip, the
football team’s participation in Meals on Wheels, and all of our students’ involvement with Jam 4 Japan, among others, provide
opportunities for our community to go beyond this requirement.
They allow our community to participate in providing assistance to
Performing Arts
those in need and an educational experience for our students that
will be cherished beyond their years at St. Monica.
The SMCHS Performing Arts Department produced two
diverse productions this year; a fall performance of The Diary
We recognize that each year we make a commitment as educators to
of Anne Frank and the spring musical The Wizard of Oz. In
provide an educational experience that goes beyond the walls of our
preparation for The Diary of Anne Frank, the story of one of
classrooms. I am very proud of the service our students committed to
the Holocaust’s most renowned victims, the St. Monica
and completed this past year and look forward to sharing future service
student actors and technical crew were visited by Jonathan
projects and trip with you in future issues of the Ancient Mariner.
Freund from the Jewish Federation who spoke about the
Go Mariners!
Holocaust and his family's experience. The students also
Alex Chacon
visited the Museum of Tolerance, hearing a Holocaust
Principal
survivor’s personal story. The Wizard of Oz, based on the
L. Frank Baum classic, used special effects to tell the story of
Dorothy Gale’s travels from a Kansas farm to the Land of Oz!
The show’s set went from black and white into a world of color as Dorothy entered Oz. Other special effects included the use of
“snow” in the poppy scene, the witch’s broom turning into a fireball, and the use of a live dog as Toto. The Wizard of Oz joined the
two school communities together by including members of St. Monica Catholic Elementary School in the performance.
This year’s fall production is
To Kill a Mockingbird. As
preparation for this
production, there will be
studies across the curriculum.
Please see the calendar
section of the Ancient
Mariner for dates and
performance times.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Thank You Coach Rod . . .
All-CIF Honors
After 26 years at the helm, Larry Rodriguez ’70
has retired as head softball coach. In his 26 years as
coach, Coach Rod built a solid and successful
program for the Lady Mariners. He has coached
numerous players who have gone on to play
Division 1 and Division 2 college softball. Among
his accolades are two league championships, 20 CIF
Playoff appearances and numerous 1st and 2nd team
CIF players, along with four MVP’s of the league.
Coach Rod, however, was not only a coach; he was
also a mentor and a friend. He has taught young
ladies the basics of the game and has more
importantly taught them real life lessons that they
still carry on till this day. Coach Rod took student
athletes who possessed the work ethic and drive
and helped make them successful players. He
taught his team to show up, be in the moment, pay
attention to details and be accountable to each
other. As an SMCHS alumnus, teacher, and coach
we thank Larry Rodriguez for his years of
dedication to Mariner athletics.

Cory LaGuardia ’11 and Troy Whiteto ’12 both received All-CIF honors
after outstanding seasons.
As a senior guard on the basketball team,
LaGuardia took over as all-time leading Lady
Mariner scorer. She finished the season
with1,341 career points, eclipsing a record set by
Alex Pegnato ‘07 in 2007 of 1,158 points. The
scoring title was just the latest in a long list of
accomplishments for the sharp-shooting guard.
In her four years on varsity, LaGuardia was
named three times to the all-league team. She
also starred on the school’s volleyball team,
earning all-league honors in 2009.
Troy Whiteto ’12 is a senior and will once again
be given the role as one of the leaders on the
team. His great performance last year landed
him first team All-CIF honors. A highlight of
the season was his buzzer beating basket against
St. Joseph High School in game two of the CIF
playoffs. Troy has received attention from some
Division 1 schools and because of that has
worked over the summer in preparation for his
last season at St. Monica. The SMCHS
coaching staff is confident that he will continue
to work as hard as he can and are expecting big
things out of him as he takes on the challenges of this season.

. . . Welcome Coach Guerra
Coach Rod with former players Stephanie Baghay ’11 and
Patty Olmedo ‘11

Amber Angel ‘06 who continued playing softball
at the collegiate level shared, “When they say high
school years are the best years of your life, it’s true.
And it’s special people like Mr. Rod who make
these years so memorable. Whether it’s in the
classroom or on the field, Mr. Rod, you stressed
that hard work always pays off. You also taught me
how to compete to reach goals. But most of all,
you stressed family - and to me, you are family and
I can’t thank you enough for all you have done for
me. Without you, I wouldn’t have had the
experience that remains in my heart forever. Mr.
Rod you are an amazing person, teacher, coach and
friend without you I would not be the person and
player I am today. Thank you and I love you.”
While Coach Rod will still be involved in the
program, longtime assistant coach, Joey Carrillo,
will take over as varsity coach. Coach Rod
continues as an SMCHS history teacher.

St. Monica Catholic High School

SMCHS is pleased to welcome Adam Guerra as the new Head Football
Coach. Coach Guerra is a
graduate of USC, and has coached
Loyola High School football for
the last seven years and was on the
staff for two CIF championships.
Guerra has coach over 25 players
who are playing college football,
including starters for UCLA,
Washington, and University of
Nevada. Guerra took the helm at
St. Monica in January of this year.
Coach Guerra
“Our goal is to build a program that is competitive and successful year in and
year out. High School football is one of the greatest opportunities in a young
man’s life, and we need to put them in the best position to make the most of it.
This year we have a great senior class that should lead us to a second
consecutive league championship and a play-off run.”
In addition to coaching, Guerra is teaching 11th grade english, history, and is
serving as an Admissions Officer.
The Mariners posted an 8-3 record last season, winning the Santa Fe League.
They lost 9-6 in the first round of the CIF Football Playoffs. The football
schedule can be found on the school website’s athletic page.
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2011-12 Campus Ministry team
at the opening mass of the year

On Campus
Go Navy!

Campus Ministry
On Friday, February 4th,
SMCHS senior, Sam Holguin
‘11, confirmed that he would
be playing for the United
States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland. Sam
signed his letter of intent on
the SMCHS campus while his
parents, SMCHS
administration and SMCHS
coaching staff stood by in
support.

Sam Holguin at the signing with his family, president
Thom Gasper, and principal Alex Chacon

Sam was named to the AllCIF Southern Section team,
as selected by the Football Coaches Association. Sam was a Mariner wide
receiver who had 37 receptions for 722 yards and five touchdowns, and
rushed for 178 yards and two touchdowns last fall. Additionally the 6’3”,
190-pound senior played in two games as quarterback, completing 24 of 42
passes for 304 yards and one touchdown. As a defensive back, he had 13 solo
tackles; three interceptions and two fumble recoveries. In addition to football,
Sam also played basketball all four years and volleyball for one year for the
Mariners.
During his 4 years at St. Monica Catholic High School, Sam Holguin
excelled not only on the playing field, but also in the classroom. He was an
excellent student, and a part of the school’s student leadership team serving as
student Commissioner of Athletics during his senior year.

2010-11 Mariner Sports Highlights
Football:

Santa Fe League champs; advanced to the 1st round of CIF playoffs

Boys’ Volleyball:

Camino Real League champs; advanced to the 1st round of CIF playoffs

Girls Volleyball:

2nd in Camino Real League; advanced to the 1st round of CIF playoffs

Boys Basketball:

2nd in Camino Real League; advanced to the 3rd round of CIF playoffs

Girls Basketball:

2nd in Camino Real League; advanced to the 1st round of CIF playoffs

Softball:

2nd in Camino Real League; advanced to the 1st round of CIF playoffs

St. Monica Catholic High School
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The 2011-12
Campus
Ministry team
began the
school year “on
fire”! After an
on-campus
planning retreat
in the weeks
before school, the Campus Ministers joined the ASB
officers and other school leaders in welcoming the
incoming freshmen on Freshman Orientation Day.
The students and their parents then celebrated the
Eucharist at an evening mass, “Trust in the Lord and
He Will Provide”. While the freshmen and their
families were enjoying dinner, the Campus
Ministers filled the freshman lockers with a candy
bag and welcome note and prayer.
On Monday, August 29th, St. Monica Catholic High
School and Elementary School gathered on the turf
for a prayer service in honor of the feast of our
patroness, St. Monica. At the end of the service,
SMCHS students took a short walk to St. Monica’s
Grotto on Lincoln Boulevard. Students brought a
small reflection stone with them to place in a planter
in front of the statue of St. Monica as a symbol of
their prayers for her intercession. Two days later,
the SMCHS community celebrated their opening
Mass, “One Family Full of Light, Each Body
Shining Bright”. The tradition of class candles was
resurrected with representatives of each class
bringing the candles to the altar.
The Campus Ministers also led the school in an
observance of 9/11. Each student made a memorial
heart which was turned into an American flag,
displayed in the main hallway of the East Wing.
Class retreats have begun, giving St. Monica
students the opportunity to take time out of their
busy lives for reflection and renewal.
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Class of 2011
The Seventy-third annual commencement of St. Monica Catholic High School occurred this spring with members of the Class of 2011
joining the ranks of Mariner alumni.
The Class of ’11, numbering 137, was an active class in all areas of their high school lives and are well-poised to begin their new
experiences beyond St. Monica. The graduates celebrated their Baccalaureate Mass and Awards Assembly on Sunday, May 22nd with
commencement taking place at Loyola Marymount on Thursday, May 26th.

Congratulations to all members of the Class of 2011

2011 POSTSECONDARY ADMISSIONS OFFERS University of California: Berkeley • Davis • Irvine • Los Angeles • Merced • Riverside • San Diego • Santa
Barbara • Santa Cruz California State Universities: Channel Islands • Dominguez Hills • Eastbay • Fresno • Fullerton • Hayward • Humboldt • Long Beach
• Los Angeles • Maritime • Northridge • Pomona • Sacramento • San Diego • San Francisco • San Jose • San Luis Obispo • Sonoma Private In-State
Colleges & Universities: California Lutheran University • Chapman University • Loyola Marymount University • Marymount College • Mt St. Mary’s College
• Notre Dame de Namur University • Pepperdine University • St. Mary’s College • Santa Clara University • University of La Verne • University of the Pacific
• University of Redlands • University of San Diego • University of San Francisco • University of Southern California • Whittier College Out of State Colleges
& Universities: Arizona State University • Bates College • Chaminade University • City College of New York • Colorado State University • Drexel University
• Eastern Washington University • Edinboro University • Elmhurst College • Florida Southern University • Fordham University • George Washington University
• Georgetown University • Gettysburg College • Hampton University • Hawaii Pacific University • Holy Cross University • Howard University • Illinois Tech •
John Carrol University • Kent University – UK • LaSalle University • Loyola University New Orleans • Marquette University • Merrimack College • Millikin
University • New Mexico State University • New York University • Northern Arizona University • Northeastern University • Oberlin College • Oregon State
University • Pace University • Penn State University • Portland State University • Portland University • Regis University • Ripon College • St. John’s University
• St. Joseph’s University • Spelman College • Stevens Institute • Stevenson University • Syracuse University • The King's College (NYC) • University of
Arizona • University of Colorado, Boulder • University of Dayton • University of Hawaii at Hilo • University of Hawaii at Manoa • University of Miami • University
of Mississippi • University of Nevada Las Vegas • University of Nevada Reno • University of New Mexico • University of Notre Dame • University of Oregon
• University of Pennsylvania • University of Portland • University of South Florida • University of Washington • US Naval Academy • Utah State University •
Valparaiso University • Villanova University • Whitworth University • Willamette University • Xavier University Trade/Specialty Schools: Art Institute of
California • California College of Art • Columbus College of Art • Maryland Institute of Art • Otis College of Art and Design • Savannah College of Art and
Design • School of Art Institute of Chicago Junior/Community Colleges: Cerritos College • Cypress College • El Camino College • Feather River University
• Los Angeles City College • Pierce College • Santa Monica College

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Following are the individual awards given at
the Baccalaureate awards ceremony. The
graduate’s elementary school is listed in
parentheses followed by their college
destination as reported to St. Monica
Catholic High School

Class of 2011
St. Monica Awards

President’s Award

Archdiocesan Christian Service

SMCHS Academic and
Department Awards
Fine and Performing Arts Plaque
Gianna Copeland (St. Monica)
California State University Northridge
Salutatorian

Cory LaGuardia (St. Anastasia) UCLA
Principal’s Award

Sara Gbadamosi (St. Monica)
University of Notre Dame
Jessica Rose Garcia (St. Joan of Arc)
St. John’s University
Conneally Award
Sam Holguin (New West Charter)
United States Naval Academy

Anthony Palmieri (St. Monica)
Santa Monica College
Scholar Athlete
Sean Bowe (St. Paul the Apostle)
University of California Santa Barbara
Cory LaGuardia (St. Anastasia) UCLA

Leila Ehsan (Curtis Stephen Switzer)
University of Pennsylvania
Liberal Arts Plaque
Leila Ehsan (Curtis Stephen Switzer)
University of Pennsylvania

Valedictorian

Shaina Hernandez (St. Augustine)
California State University Northridge

Science and Mathematics Plaque

Heart of Ministry

George Chassiakos
(Westchester Lutheran) UCLA

Luis Castillo (Visitation)
California State University Northridge

Fine Arts Certificate
Jungyun Yang (West LA Baptist)
Art Institute of Chicago

Christi Grewohl (Lincoln Middle School)
Santa Monica College

English Certificate

Mariner of the Year

Stephanie Sorady
(Lincoln Middle School)
St. John’s University

Christopher Meyer
(Lincoln Middle School)
Marquette University
Kenny Michelson Performing Arts
Gianna Copeland (St. Monica)
California State University Northridge

St. Monica Catholic High School

Kara Yasui
(Westchester Lutheran Middle School)
UCLA
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Daughters of the American Revolution
Anna Brewer (St. Monica)
University of California San Diego
Kiwanis Club Alice Carriere Scholarship
Cory LaGuardia (St. Anastasia) UCLA
Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship
Tamura Davis (West LA Baptist)
Loyola Marymount University
Sister Cheryl Milner Alumni
Sara Gbadamosi (St. Monica)
University of Notre Dame

Ryan Dawson (St. Monica) Georgetown
Foreign Language Certificate French

Nosotros La Familia Scholarship

Crystal Sandoval (New West Charter)
UCLA
Mathematics Certificate
Ryan Trihernawan (Foreign Transfer)
UCLA

Sara Gbadamosi *# (St. Monica)
University of Notre Dame
Kristen Gonzalez *# (St. Monica)
Loyola Marymount University
Coryann LaGuardia +*# (St. Anastasia)
UCLA
Katherine Littlejohn *#
(Emerson Middle School)
Santa Clara University
Georgette Perry +
(John Adams Middle School)
Spelman College

Special Academic
Achievements

Crystal Sandoval # (New West Charter)
UCLA

Karah Alexander *+
(Westchester Lutheran)
University of San Francisco

Performing Arts Music Certificate

Sean Bowe # (St. Paul the Apostle)
University of California Santa Barbara

Ana Arias (St. Gerard)
Santa Monica College

Rebecca Bracken *# (St. Monica)
University of California Santa Barbara

Performing Arts Acting Certificate

Anna Brewer *# (St. Monica)
University of California San Diego

Cheyne Crothers (St. Anastastia)
El Camino College

Leila Ehsan *# (Curtis Stephen Switzer)
University of Pennsylvania

Marc Morales (St. Gerard)
California State University Northridge

Everardo Uribe (Visitation) UC Irvine
Foreigh Language Certificate Spanish

Ryan Dawson *# (St. Monica)
Georgetown

Nicole Sarradet +*# (St. Monica)
Loyola University New Orleans
Harold Simpson + (Westchester Lutheran)
Arizona State University
Arshdeep Singh + (St. Joan of Arc)
University of California Riverside
Ryan Trihernawan *# (Foreign Transfer)
UCLA
Everardo Uribe * (Visitation) UC Irvine

Religious Studies Certificate

Francesco Catullo #
(Westchester Lutheran)
University of San Diego

Kara Yasui *#
(Westchester Lutheran Middle School)
UCLA

Crystal Sandoval (New West Charter)
UCLA

Richard Chagoury + (Notre Dame)
Loyola Marymount University

+ National Honor Society

Science Certificate

George Chassiakos *#
(Westchester Lutheran) UCLA

Kara Yasui
(Westchester Lutheran Middle School)
UCLA

* California Scholarship
Federation Lifetime Member
# High School Career 4.0 GPA

Social Studies
Leila Ehsan (Curtis Stephen Switzer)
University of Pennsylvania

Additional Awards
Class of 1959 Scholarship
Kristen Gonzalez (St. Monica)
Loyola Marymount University
The Michael Courtright Scholarship
Zakiya Moore
(Richard Henry Dana Middle School)
Hampton University
High School Career 4.0 GPA

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Meal to Mentor a Mariner - Thom Gasper, president,
Suzanne Verge ’81, Crystal LeBouf Baker ’00,
Msgr. Torgerson, Lionel Castillo ’81, Mark Verge ’85,
Naola Miller Vershay ’72, Blake Mayer ’03, and
Diane Mayer ’73, Director of Alumni Relations

From the Office of Advancement
From the Alumni Office
During the past few months you have received communication from St. Monica regarding our Capital Campaign
which will result in significant improvements to our school. For those who have already given, and for those who will
give in the future, we extend a sincere thank you for all that your contribution will do to secure St. Monica’s future.
As you can see by the articles on this page, there are many different ways to give to St. Monica. This winter our alumni
served as presenters and table hosts at the first Meal to Mentor a Mariner (see article and photos below). The call was
sent out this summer for alumni to serve dinner and mingle with our newest Mariner families during the Freshman
Welcome Dinner in August and we appreciate that Adrianna Amador ‘89, Mitch Caban ‘77, Lionel Castillo ’81, Dan
Cragin ‘77, Cathy Graenicher ‘75, Rosanna Renteria ‘88, and Linda Walker ’77 answered our call. A huge thank
you to George Holguin ’61 who is electronically scanning all of our graduation pictures. These photos will be added to the website class
pages and will be displayed throughout the school. Nominating someone for the SMCHS Halls of Fame is a wonderful way to share
knowledge with us about stars in our Mariner family. The deadline for the 2012 Hall of Fame event is February 1, 2012. We’d love to have
you join us at our next Alumni Association meeting on November 16th here at the school.
So, thank you to those who give – to any part of our school community. Your time, treasure, and talent are truly appreciated!
Diane Mayer ’73
Director of Alumni Relations

Meal to Mentor a Mariner
The first Meal to Mentor a Mariner took place on January 25, 2011. The dinner,
first suggested by alumnus, Lionel Castillo ’81, connects senior students with
alumni who share a similar interest – a college, major, career, or inspirational life
path.
The evening began with an Interview Skills Workshop, put on by SMCHS
President, Thom Gasper and Director of Student Activities, Blake Mayer ’03.
Students had the opportunity to see a mock interview and discuss the behaviors
that should be displayed when applying for an internship, job, or college.
“Finding the Right Mentor” was the topic for Mark Verge ’85. Verge, a business
owner and entrepreneur, talked to the students about the value of having a mentor
in different stages of life.

Mike Mayer ’73, Branch Manager of the USC Credit
Union, shared information regarding establishing and
keeping good credit with his group

In addition to the above, the following alumni joined the event as table hosts:
Crystal LeBouf Baker ’00, Michael Mayer ’73, Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson,
Suzanne Verge ’81, and Naola Miller Vershay ’72. Each of these people shared
unique experiences based on a variety of careers, among them, education,
finance, vocations, and medicine. The evening ended with a presentation by
Lionel Castillo, CPA, on “Establishing Good Credit”. Throughout the evening,
the students had the opportunity to ask questions, hear first-hand experiences, and
see the different paths of St. Monica alumni and friends.
The next Meal to Mentor a Mariner will be held on February 7, 2012. Please email
the Alumni Office if you are interested in sharing your story with our students.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Lionel Castillo ’81, CPA, Castillo Accountancy
Corporation, met with senior class students interested in
business and finance
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2012 HALL OF FAME
NOMINATIONS
DUE ON
FEBRUARY 1, 2012

Fall 2011

THE THIRD BIENNIAL MARINER HALL OF FAME DINNER AND INDUCTION WILL TAKE
PLACE IN FALL OF 2012. Nominations for both the Distinguished Hall of Fame and the
Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame are due to the Alumni Office by February 1, 2012. Don’t
wait until then to nominate a worthy Mariner! All of the details are on the school website
under Hall of Fame. Applications can also be acquired by calling the Alumni Office. If
you know of someone who you feel is worthy of this honor, fill out a form now. Those in
attendance at our previous two dinners have all agreed that this event is a night to
remember!

Corrections

Help Wanted
We will be forming a committee of alumni, parents, teachers and
students to plan for St. Monica Catholic High School’s 75th
anniversary celebration which will run from Fall 2012 to June
2013. Please contact the Alumni Office if you are interested in
serving on this committee. The date of our next meeting is
December 5th at 6:30 pm in the west wing boardroom.

We’re looking for . . .
• Compass yearbooks
from the 40’s, 50’s,
60’s, and 70’s.
• a St. Monica’s 1960
era Letterman
sweater or school
leather jacket, size
L/XLG.

The photo on page 17 of the Winter 2011 Ancient Mariner was
incorrectly identified as Fran Gowen Curry ’44. The picture is
actually of parishioner Fran Bulling Curry who graduated from
our elementary school. We apologize for the confusion.

2011 Alumni Association Meetings
Join us for the 2011-12 Alumni Association Meetings:
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 at 6:30 pm
All meetings will take place in the advancement boardroom in
the high school west wing (from parking lot, first room directly
north of the auditorium).

Ancient Mariner

coming soon...

A MAGAZINE FOR ALUMNI, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Volume XXVIII Issue 2

Fall 2011

The Ancient Mariner is published two times a year by the Advancement Office.
Pastor
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson

St. Monica Catholic High School Mission Statement

Principal
Alex Chacon

St. Monica Catholic High School is a coeducational, parish
high school that provides a college preparatory curriculum for
students of diverse abilities, cultures, and faiths. Guided by
gospel values, we affirm and respect the dignity of each
member of our school community. We provide a faith-based
education that values academic achievement and Christian
service. Our school family cultivates strength of character,
intellectual curiosity, and love of God and others. In
collaboration with parents and the parish community, our
mission is to graduate students who are inspired by faith,
intellectually enriched, and integrated as individuals.

St. Monica Catholic High School

President
Thom Gasper

Director of Alumni Relations
Diane Mayer ’73
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1302

Advancement Officer
Tara Miller
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1303

We welcome submissions of articles, photos, news releases, birth &
wedding announcements and other updates. Please send items to the
school address, attn: Alumni Office or by e-mail to Diane Mayer at
alumni@stmonicahs.net
NEXT DEADLINE: The deadline for submitting items for the next
newsletter is January 10, 2012. The next issue of the Ancient Mariner
is scheduled for Spring 2012.
The Ancient Mariner is sent bulk mail at a 3rd class rate. Delivery can
be expected within 10-15 business days from mailing. Therefore, the
delivery range to different parts of the state and country is variable.
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SMCHS students renovate a building damaged by
Katrina as part of Habitat for Humanity

Service at St. Monica
ervice is a major part of each St. Monica student’s life.
Each St. Monica student has a graduation requirement of
completing 100 hours of approved service; freshmen
working primarily within a church; sophomores working with the
youth; juniors working with the elderly and the infirmed; and
seniors working with the poor or homeless. Last year alone our
students completed a combined minimum of 13,000 service hours
within this program. Additionally, each recognized club and
athletic team is required to participate in some type of service
project. The stories in this article share some of this service
accomplishments and stories about SMCHS students who offer
time above and beyond these requirements.

S

Habitat for
Humanity
While many typically
view Easter break as a
time for much needed
vacation, nineteen St.
Monica Catholic High
School students used
that time to help build
houses on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast through Habitat for Humanity. The
Mariners spent five days working with people from across the
country to rebuild areas still suffering from the devastation of
hurricane Katrina.

run small businesses out of their homes. Although a lot of the
areas destroyed by Katrina have been rebuilt, the countless empty
lots and damaged buildings were a constant reminder of the
continued need for support for the residents. One student
reflected, “I came to the realization today that we are not just
helping rebuild a house, we are helping rebuild communities.”
The days were busy ones for the Mariners. Painting, staining,
grouting, nailing, landscaping, and mastering table saws were all
part of an average day. The group was lucky to avoid some of
the devastating weather that plagued much of the south that week.
In addition to their busy work days, the students had opportunities
to explore New Orleans and the Mississippi coastal towns of
Biloxi, Gulfport, Ocean Springs and Pascagoula. Students had
many great conversations with residents and business owners
about their experiences with Katrina. Throughout the trip, locals
stopped and thanked the group for volunteering their time to help
them rebuild. The group was so impressed with the residents’
hospitality and the pride they have in their communities.
After their work week was over, the students had the opportunity
to visit Loyola University and Tulane University in New Orleans,
explore the French Quarter, and attend Mass at the Cathedral of
St. Louis, the oldest active cathedral in the United States. The
participants are already talking about taking a Habitat trip next
year – destination to be determined!

The students and faculty chaperones set off on their trip on Easter
Sunday. On Monday, a tour of New Orleans included a
description of the floodwall collapse; viewing of the new
floodgates and pumps; and a visit to St. Bernard Parish in the
Lower 9th Ward where about 200 new green, sustainable homes
are being built through the “Make it Right” program. The
students went through an orientation program in Biloxi before
heading off to their camp at Biloxi Christian Church, where they
lived in community with Habitat volunteers from New Hampshire
and Pennsylvania. Because of the large size of the St. Monica
group, the Mariners were divided into smaller groups and able to
work on several projects each day, including two single family
homes and a village of cottages designed to house families that

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Join Hands for Japan
Students and outside performers jammed during the SMCHS lunch period on March
22nd in an effort to raise money for relief efforts following Japan’s 9.0 magnitude
earthquake and tsunami. The event, “Jam 4 Japan”, featured songs and dances
performed by St. Monica students, including the Rainbow Riders singing “Peace of
Christ” in Japanese. Yukai Daiko, a Japanese taiko drumming group based at UCLA,
volunteered to perform as well.
Members of the Asian Pacific, Animation, and Creative Expression clubs encouraged
the students, faculty and staff to donate generously to this effort. Three Japanese
Donovan Gomez performs a reenactment of the viral
students, winners of the Akashi-hai High School Students’ English Speech Contest, and
video "Double Rainbow" set to strummed guitar chords
their chaperone looked on in appreciation. While not living directly in the tsunami area,
these students did experience effects of the earthquake and tsunami. As the performers took the stage, students sold Thai iced tea,
snacks, and passed around baskets for donations. Bracelets and origami hearts were given to the attendees. Campus Ministry also led
efforts to raise money through the sale of Wetzel's Pretzels and a Denim Day fundraiser, all of which resulted in a $2000.00 donation to
the American Red Cross Japanese Relief Fund.

Partnering with St. John’s Hospital and Health Center

Students tour the John Wayne Cancer Institute

SMCHS students blood donors during a recent blood drive

Students at St. Monica Catholic High School teamed up with St. John’s Hospital and Health Center in Santa Monica on a number of
projects this year. St. Monica students participate in a blood drive twice a year. For the past two years, ASB has put on this event in
conjunction with St. John’s. The past four blood drives have resulted in 147 units of blood collected from St. Monica students and faculty.
SMCHS and St. John’s have a great partnership going and are looking forward to saving many more lives as they approach 200 units.
The Campus Ministry Club and the Lady Mariner Tennis Team raised $800.00 for breast cancer research. Students and faculty alike
paid for the opportunity to wear jeans to school supporting the John Wayne Cancer Institute at St. John’s Hospital. The students
personally delivered their money to the center and were given a tour of the research lab. They also had an opportunity to speak with the
doctors about their great work in the field of cancer research.

Supporting Homeboy Industries
Nosotros, the Hispanic heritage club on campus, participated in
the Homeboy Industries 5K in support of this organization.
Nosotros has selected Homeboy Industries as the outside
organization that they support each year, contributing in the area
of $1000 every year. Pictured left with Homeboy Industries
director and founder, Fr. Greg Boyle, are Nosotros moderator
Rita Diamant and members of Nosotros.
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SMCHS Eagle Scouts train St. Monica Catholic
Elementary Cub Scouts on how to raise the flag

Service at St. Monica
Volunteering at Junior Blind of America
The members of the Lady Mariner Basketball Team spent a day volunteering
with Junior Blind of America. Lisa Engler ’13 shared, “These young people
might never be able to have what I have, like sight and the ability to function
individually in society. While observing everyone around me, I realized that
they persevere everyday to get through their own obstacles. They never give up
even though everyday provides them with tremendous challenges. I learned
that no matter what life gives me, I have to try to make the best of it and
persevere.” The Lady Mariners were honored to have some of their Junior
Blind friends root them on at a Mariner basketball game.

Members of the Lady Mariner Basketball Team volunteer at
The Junior Blind of America

Black History Month Luncheon
SMCHS’ Black Cultural Society (BCS) sponsored a Black History Month program and luncheon on February 11th. Students from I
Have a Dream Foundation, St. Bernadette, and Transfiguration School were guests. The day included group activities and discussions
regarding important events and people in American Black History. It also included music from a variety of genres, traditional soul food,
and a step performance by members of Kappa Alpha Psi and Delta Sigma Theta, who also talked to the students about the importance of
a college education.
BCS has worked with I Have a Dream Foundation for the last three years, has visited their program and has collected funds to help with
programming. An on-campus event last year, a stay-in-school workshop, included visits to SMCHS classrooms, presentations, games
and a haunted hallway. SMCHS students hosted a high school application workshop for them in the fall and tutored at their schools
every Monday afternoon.

BCS Black History Month Program and Luncheon
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Football Team Delivers Meals on Wheels
The St. Monica Football team volunteered with the Meals on Wheels program. The team members met at the Meals on Wheels location,
picked up meals and delivered them to the less fortunate elderly of the community. These young men brought a vibrant young element to
the program and interacted with the seniors they came in contact with. The members of the football team were so helpful that the Meals on
Wheels program invited them to participate in their annual "Leaders in the Community" event. This was an invite only event where the
"leaders in the community",
including the mayor of Santa Monica,
City Council members, police, fire
and other key leaders, were invited to
join and deliver meals.

Members of the SMCHS football team and
football coach, Officer Joe Cortez, volunteer
their time delivering food through Meals on
Wheels

Scouts Receive Top Honors
At a time when young people can be perceived to be more concerned with their social status than with
the social issues concerning the world, national, and local communities, SMCHS students assert
themselves as compassionate, motivated leaders through the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of America.
Five young men have earned the title of Eagle Scout this year alone. Two recent SMCHS graduates,
Tanner Peach and Harold Simpson, are the newest to join the elite group of scouts who have
completed the steps necessary to become Eagle Scouts. The process is not easy and includes a
comprehensive community service project which they are required to conceive, and gather others to
lead in implementation. In addition to Tanner and Harold, Brian Curran, Mark Finau, Cameron
Manes, Sia Moala and John Waggoner also earned this distinguished rank. Additionally, Grace
Kollar, another recent SMCHS grad, earned the distinguished Girl Scout Gold Award. This award is
Eagle Scout Tanner Peach
offered to those who make a difference locally and globally; it represents the highest achievement in
Girl Scouts. Eagle Scouts and Gold Award recipients are pillars of their communities and work to serve those around them. This selfless
dedication to community is a tenet of the SMCHS philosophy and school-wide learning results. These young men and women are not only
model citizens; they are stellar representatives of the SMCHS community. Join us in congratulating them!

Archdiocesan Christian Service Award
Congratulations to Sara Gbadamosi ’11 and Jessica Rose Garcia ’11 who were the recipients of the 2010-2011 Archdiocesan
Christian Service Award. They were recognized, along with seniors from around the Archdiocese, at a Mass and awards ceremony
presided over by Archbishop Jose Gomez on March 15th at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. In addition to their required
Christian service hours, Sara and Jessica have each volunteered over 500 hours in the local community.
Sara has taught CCD every Sunday at St. Monica Church for four years, has served as an usher and Eucharistic Minister on a regular
basis, sings in the school and church choirs, volunteered serving the homeless on weekends through the Knights of Columbus, has done
service through her involvement in the Girl Scouts, and was a member of
the SMCHS Campus Ministry team as well as several campus service clubs.
Jessica’s work included regularly going above and beyond as a school
ambassador, serving the homeless and the elderly, singing in the school and
church choirs, helping with confirmation classes the last four years,
extensive involvement with the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer the last six
years, regular participation in beach cleanups, and donating countless hours
to working with an organization that coordinates clown visits to hospitals
and care facilities for sick children.
A special thanks to Sara and Jessica for their great love and charity.
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SMCHS students travel to Costa Rica

Travel
ravel is nothing new to the Mariner family. In looking through Compass yearbooks and Mariner newspapers, you can see a
history of travel by St. Monica students. There have been trips made to the nation’s capitol; educational trips to Mexico to learn
about the culture in our neighboring country; travel to Cape Kennedy in the 1970’s to see the Apollo XVII liftoff; a pilgrimage to
Italy in 2000 by the Rainbow Riders to sing for Pope John Paul II. Today’s Mariners are definitely keeping up the travel tradition.

T

During the past year, some significant trips have been made by St. Monica students. In spring of last year, Japanese teacher Ms.
Kyoko Ito, principal Thom Gasper, and teacher Siobhan O’Neill accompanied twenty Mariners to Japan during Easter break. Biology
teacher, Mr. Bill Wengeler, took eleven students on an eco-adventure to Costa Rica. This year, a bit more locally, he also took a class
to Joshua Tree to enhance their studies in Honors Biology. During Easter Break 2011, Madame Tatiana Semnani and faculty member
Rita Diamant traveled to France with eleven students.
We asked a traveler from each of these trips to share something about their incredible experience.

Costa Rica 2010 – by Crystal Sandoval ‘11
A canopy of leafy
sky scrapers and
late night card
games with new
friends next to an aquatic orchestra of rain; these are some of the
things that I experienced during my trip to Costa Rica. Visiting
Costa Rica was an intriguing educational experience in which I
was able to learn more about my passions in sciences including
biology, zoology, and ecology as well as applying first hand my
studies in Spanish.

COSTA RICA

I was a part of twelve disciples of science and adventure with
biology teacher Mr. Wengeler, two other teachers,
and our pleasant guides Walter and Josue.
Equipped with mighty binoculars and field guides,
we fully immersed into learning through
experience. Some notable activities included
taking part in a bat experiment, hiking in
rainforests to see the natural geography, testing
water to see the affect of humans and the
environment in Tirimbina, and experiencing chilly
mornings, chirped with the sounds of bird
watching. Toasty evenings carried the sound of
glass-clinking croaks of various neon colored
frogs.

the summit of the hill we hiked. We could see the rainforest
below us, a cerulean lake in the distance, and a volcano with a
mane of clouds surrounding its top, Volcano Arenal, which
rumbled as rocks and boulders tumbled down the sides. My
favorite experience was being in a sanctuary of exotic butterflies,
and my favorite sapphire gem of the skies taunted me from
above, a Blue Morpho Butterfly.
But there is so much more! I tasted sugar cane; I ate a fruit called
a Guanabana in Spanish; I made empanadas and plantain chips, I
got to see an Emerald Basilisk (not something out of Harry
Potter, it’s actually a big green lizard); I faced the river in epic
white water rafting, and slid on ropes while
zip lining through the canopies. The Costa
Rica trip was an experience I will treasure
for the rest of my life, and I conclude in
saying, “Pura Vida” - Good Life!

After a bus ride and hike, the group experienced
another ecosystem where aged lava rocks pile to
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COSTA RICA

Japan 2010 – by Meztli España ‘11
The first time I set
foot on an
airplane was on
April 2, 2010.
Twenty of my classmates and I, Ms. Ito, Mr. Gasper, and Ms.
O’Neill boarded a plane for an eleven hour ride to Japan. During
this week, we became culturally enriched and made memories
that will last a lifetime.
When we first arrived, we walked together to a restaurant a few
blocks away. The first night, many of my peers chose to take a train
to Akihabara, an area in Japan known for selling the latest electronic
goods. The next day, we traveled by train and subway to reach our
destinations. The trains went so fast and turned so quickly. During
those three days in Tokyo, we visited temples, the Japanese National
Museum, a college campus, and attended an Easter mass at St. Ignatius
Church.
Eventually it came time to leave the electric city of Tokyo and journey
to a more rural area. We left Tokyo in the morning and traveled by bus
to the incredible Mt. Fuji. Because it had rained the day before, we
were lucky and got to see snow! I had a snowball fight with one of my
friends and then we went into a cozy little shop where we were greeted
hospitably and offered a cup of complementary green tea. Later that
night, we arrived in Atami where we got dressed in yukatas, Japanese
robes, and enjoyed a traditional Japanese meal on tatami mats. The next
day, my friend and I walked down the street to enjoy the peaceful waves
of the beach and watch the sun rise. The waters looked so welcoming
that I was tempted to jump in and swim! A few hours later, we were all
on a Shinkansen, a Japanese Bullet Train, headed for the former capital
of Japan, Kyoto. We visited a temple that was filled with a thousand
golden statues of the Buddha. It left me speechless.
On our last day in this captivating land, the group walked to Nijo Castle
and then we were free to spend the day as we wished. My friends and I
spent our free time spending the remainder of our money shopping for
souvenirs. Though I would miss Japan and the beautiful cherry
blossoms on every block, I missed my home more. Of course, once we
boarded the plane back to the United States, we all wished we were still
in Japan!
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Joshua Tree at sunset,
taken by biology teacher, Mr. Bill Wengeler

Travel
Joshua Tree

Joshua Tree 2011 – by Drake Gusman ‘13

In April, 2011, the
Honors Biology
class traveled to
beautiful Joshua
Tree National Park
to get an up close and personal experience with nature. Our first
activity was rock climbing on Joshua’s natural landscape as
Joshua Tree actually is the 2nd best rock climbing site in all of
the United States.
The next day we went to a class to learn about the plants that can
be found in the park, and how researchers determine the age of
various species of trees – in particular,
those that do not exhibit growth rings. We
learned how to take important
measurements of these plants and how to
accurately record the data. After the
classroom experience we had the
opportunity to go out into the park and
conduct field research, employing the
techniques we had just learned in the
classroom. These activities contributed to
an on-going dendrochronology study,
conducted by the Park Service. This multiyear project is aimed at determining the

St. Monica Catholic High School

most effective methods for accurately aging some of the
important tree species in the park, such as the namesake of the
park itself, the Joshua Tree. The group I was in studied a pinyon
pine, which is very common in the desert.
That afternoon we took a ranger-led, interpretive hike to Barker
Dam. On the hike we observed some old cave paintings and
listened as ranger Lorna explained how they have been
vandalized over the years by humans. We experienced outdoor
life to its fullest and saw many other fascinating wildlife species,
learning about the adaptations that both plants and animals
exhibit for dealing with life in a desert.
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The stars at night were amazing, and we even
got to view Saturn through a spotting scope!
We were actually able to see the planet’s rings
and one of its moons: Titan! Seeing nature in
the raw is something I don’t often get to do
and it was a very good thing. There were no
computers, no video games and it made me
realize the history of life without those things.
Nature is something to support, save and
preserve so we can all experience the beauty
and the feel of dirt, rocks, wildlife and what is
out there for everyone to share. There is
nothing like food, friends and fun around a
campfire! I lived it, share it, and encourage it
for all!
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France 2011 – by Megan Dawson ’12 and Stephanie Sorady ‘12
After months of planning, the
school field trip to France finally
arrived. The many meetings,
payments, and hours of packing
suddenly seemed worth it. Three magazines, two movies, and
one long line later, we were officially in Paris. The city was
beautiful, but crowded. After a quick fifteen minute rest at the
hotel, we were off to a little bistro for dinner and shopping in a local hot spot.
The food was amazing, and the sites exquisite.
The next day was just as memorable. We took a tour
of Paris, seeing the Eifel tower, the Arch de Triumph,
the Luxembourg Gardens, and Notre Dame. As if that
wasn’t enough, we spent the evening in Montmartre,
the artist district that boasts the beautiful cathedral Le
Sacre Coeur, watching the sun set over the city
skyline. The beauty and culture of Paris was
captivating. We left our hotel early Easter morning
for Versailles. The palace and surrounding houses of
nobles stood almost intimidatingly in front of us. The
inside was just as awe-inspiring, with high ceilings,
hidden corridors, and elaborately decorated rooms. A
personal favorite was the hall of mirrors, where
history seemed to be jumping out at you from every
angle.
A big part of our journey took place in the Loire
Valley, a very different site from the hustle and bustle
of Paris with its lush green leaves and blooming
flowers; it was like stepping into a Monet style
painting. The first Chateau we visited was the Chateau
de Chambord owned by Francoise I. The size of this hunting
lodge was quite impressive and draped in the renaissance
style. We continued on to tour and observe the history of
other chateaux, all equally romantic and well preserved. We
were soon able to recognize the diversity within France itself
and the different lifestyles led by its people.
When we returned to Paris, we were all fortunate to visit
the magnificent trade market of Paris—the Eiffel tower. The
trip to the top was everything most of had imagined and
more. The lights that trickled down the side made it look
like the gigantic tower punctured the sky, with stars falling
beside it. From the top you admire the ancient beauty of the
city that Parisians are so proud of. It is difficult to articulate
this raw exposure to a whole new world that we
experienced, but for us the best part was the essence of true
education, which is experience.

Next on the horizon
Students and teens from SMCHS and St. Monica and St. Augustine parishes recently returned from World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain.
Look for more about this inspiring trip in the next Ancient Mariner. Now is the time to begin thinking about next year’s student
educational field trips. SMCHS Biology teacher and national forest ranger, Mr. Bill Wengeler, is organizing a 5-day “Winter in
Yellowstone” field trip over the Martin Luther King Day weekend. Please contact him at wwengeler@stmonicahs.net for additional
information.
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Members of the Class of ’46
gather at their 65th reunion

Class Reunions
Arthur
Verge and
John
Pankratz

Reunion Updates
Class of 1946
The Class of ’46 celebrated their 65th
reunion on July 9, 2011 on the St. Monica
campus. Seventeen classmates plus guests
met for lunch and shared memories about
their days at St. Monica. A film clip, put
together in 1946 by classmate Tony Gowen,
was a highlight of the luncheon, with
everyone remembering fondly the faculty
and classmates, especially those who have
passed away. A special thank you was
given to Betty (Pat) O’Brien Miller and
her family who coordinated the event.

Irene Dolden and Betty (Pat) O’Brien
Jacqueline
Gainey and
Hildegarde
Jaeger

Jeanne Nolan Rauhauser
and her daughter Linda

Class of 1959
On Saturday, July 16, 2011, members of the Class of
’59 gathered in Cantwell Auditorium to celebrate their
70th birthdays! The evening began with over 25
classmates gathering for 5:30 mass at St. Monica.
Following mass, the classmates enjoyed a cocktail hour
– with a surprise visit from the current Joe Mariner!
Joe Cruz entertained the guests as the emcee of the
evening and a performance by The Dance Doctor made
for some lively entertainment. A slideshow of history
from 1941 to the present was put together by Toni
Garrotto DiModica and was a wonderful reflection of
the seventy years experienced by these classmates.
After the slideshow, cupcakes decorated with sparklers
and “70” were carried out for everyone to enjoy.
Classmates were encouraged to support the Class of
’59 scholarship, given to a deserving graduate each
year. The last event of the evening was a rousing
rendition of Jeopardy, with questions and answers
reflecting their school years! The evening ended with
the singing of the Alma Mater and with everyone
looking forward to the celebration of the 55th reunion
in three years! Congratulations to the reunion
committee of Carol Cooley Hile, Pat and Jean De
Mendoza, Toni Garrotto DiModica, and Fred Dear
on a great evening!!

St. Monica Catholic High School

Joe Mariner (circa
2011) visits the
reunion

William Ray

Frank and Rosemary Rangel
Anguiano
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Thirsk Falque,
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“Class Act”

Class of 1961
Having kicked off our 50th reunion weekend
Friday evening at a raucous pizza night at
Tony’s Deli, the Class of ’61 continued our
celebration Saturday morning and afternoon,
July 23rd, at Cantwell Auditorium. Greeted
by coffee, juice and pastries on arrival, over 80
classmates and 40 guests (including Brother
Aquinas, age 91) later found time between
hugs and laughs and photo taking to share a
delicious catered lunch of salmon, brisket, and
chicken. Warmed by wine and happy hearts,
we headed out – some of us for naps, some of
us to relax in smaller groups with our closest
high school friends. Sunday morning, we
gathered once more to enjoy a fabulous brunch
at the home of Claudia and Tom Mallen.
Many promises of future get togethers were
overheard throughout the entire weekend – let’s
make it happen!! Check out reunion pictures
at http://mariner1961.shutterfly.com. The
committee extends a special “thank you” to the
alumni director, Diane Mayer, for all her
support in helping us coordinate our event at
St. Monica.

Alice Mallen, Pat Mason, Maria Deneen,
Carolyn Crowe, Patty Capp, Colleen
Durant, Leslie Litsey, and Noreen Kelly
(all maiden names)

Br. Aquinas and
Joan Galvan

The hug: Colleen
Durant and Patty
Capp
John Fetta, Manuel
Galvan, Larry Elliot,
John Kingsley, Nick
Johnston, and Jim Gass

Class of 1974
The Class of 1974 celebrated their 37 year
reunion, which was really a party! Previous
tries at getting together for a real reunion had
been a challenge, with everyone’s lives going in
so many directions. So the class decided not to
wait until their 40th and have a party, bringing
together as many people as possible. Taking the
class list, they moved from 30 confirmed
contacts to 120 people found and confirmed in
two months of painstaking work.
On May 14th, the class of 1974 welcomed 90
people into the Cantwell Auditorium and for
five hours, they had an unbelievable night of
food, music, fun and that WOW factor of seeing
many for the first time in years. The general
consensus was, “WHY did we wait so long for
this?” In a casual atmosphere, they
accomplished so much together and the night
was very special and memorable for all.

Your Committee: George, Al, Bill, Kathy Henry, Karen
Carr, Tom, Mary Ann Lynch, and Mavis Schoenfelder

Class of ’74 memorabilia
Steve Beland, Don Nachtwey,
Ed Ortiz, Albert Caban,
Alex Delgadillo. Ernie
Mockary. Joe Duerr, Henry
Haddad, Allen Fortier

The Class is now on track towards locating the
remaining 50+ classmates and begin planning
their next event – 40th year reunion. The Class
encourages all other classes to do the same. It
is a lot of work but in the end, as we all grow
older, the work is worth the reward.
Donna Barry Wysocki, Jim Welker, Chris
Larkin Ortiz
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Upcoming Reunions

Upcoming 2012 Reunions

Class of 1951

Class of 1962

Plans are underway to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Class of
1951’s graduation from St. Monica! Volunteers are needed to help
with this event. For more information or to volunteer, please contact
Tom Cannon at (805) 523-0342 or tomcan01@sbcglobal.net;
Larry Hoffmann at (310) 545-8617; or Loretta Buteyn Dinardo
at (805) 241-8343.

The Class of 1962 is beginning to plan for their 50th reunion.
Please contact Carolyn Nelson Knybel at cknybel@yahoo.com
for more information or if you need to update your contact
information.

Class of 1971
As the Ancient Mariner went to print, members of the Class of
1971 celebrated their 40th reunion on October 8, 2011 in
Cantwell Auditorium. Look for a update on that event in the
next Ancient Mariner!

Class of 1981

Class of 1972
Plans are beginning for the Class of 1972’s 40th reunion in 2012.
If you are interested in being part of this event, either as a
member of the planning committee or as an attendee, contact
Irma Rodriguez Vargas with your contact information. Also,
share your thoughts about which months from May 2012 to
September 2012 are best for you as a reunion date. Irma can be
reached at St.MoClass72@gmail.com or at 310-930-6187.

Anyone interested in participating in a 30th + 1 reunion, please
contact Jacquie Torres at stmonica1981@yahoo.com or (863)
640-6750.

Class of 1982

Class of 1991

Reunion Committee Needed

As the Ancient Mariner went to print, members of the Class of
1991 celebrated their 20th reunion on October 15, 2011. Look
for a update on that event in the next Ancient Mariner!

Reunion Committee Needed

Class of 1992
Class of 2002
The 10-year reunion for the class of 2002 is almost here! Stay
tuned for more info about our Summer, 2012 reunion. Contact
Johanna Rodriguez, Athena Asklipiadis and Catie Mooney
McBreen by emailing us at 2002smchs@gmail.com if you
would like to help! Details to be announced!

Other Upcoming Reunions
Class of 1996
The Class of ’96 is planning a 15 year reunion. Contact Jennifer
Parente at parente.jennifer@gmail.com for more information.

IF ANY OTHER CLASSES ARE WORKING ON REUNIONS FOR ANY YEARS, PLEASE LET THE ALUMNI OFFICE KNOW.

Ancient Mariner Alumni Update Form
Have you moved? Do you have news to share?
Have a favorite St. Monica memory? We want
to hear from you! Please keep us posted!
Fill out the this form and mail or fax it
to us, or e-mail your information today!
The deadline for the next issue of the Ancient
Mariner magazine is January 10, 2012.
ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
Phone: 310-394-3701 x1302
Fax: 310-458-1353
E-mail: alumni@stmonicahs.net
Website: www.stmonicahs.org

St. Monica Catholic High School

Name _______________________________________________________________
First

Middle

(Maiden)

Last

Address _____________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________State_________Zip _____________
Home Phone ________________________Work Phone _______________________
E-mail ______________________________________________________________
Year Graduated _____________________
News _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Submit photos with your name and address clearly marked on the back.
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Alumni Updates
The 1940’s
Dorothy Dawson Mulvihill ’43 is now
living in Auburn, California. Dorothy
has twenty five grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. Dorothy would be
happy to hear from any members of her
graduating class. She can be reached at
Oakwood Village - 3388 Bell Rd #211,
Auburn, CA 95602. Her cell number is
916-741-7465.
Gertrude “Poppy” Seastrom ‘43 writes,
“In September 2010, Marion Taylor
Allen ‘43 from Coronado, Mary Roletti
Huston ’43 of Laguna Woods, Lola
Carpenter Hammons ’43 of Pleasant
Hill, and Poppy Popeney Seastrom ’43 of
Pasadena met in San Clemente for our
annual luncheon get-together. Dorothy
Dawson Mulvihill ’43 and Elaine Grant
Martin ’43 were unable to join us this
year.”

Fall 2011

The 1970’s

The 2000’s

Andrew Valdivia ’77 was recently
awarded the Ramsden-Sullivan Memorial
Award, IBA West’s (Insurance Brokers
&Agents of the West) most prestigious
award. Andrew is president of White
Sutton & Company in Santa Monica.

Tiffany Boe ’00 is pictured with her
husband, Costas Philipou, at their 2010
wedding in Greece.

The 1990’s
Jon Hicks ’98 sent in the following news,
“I got married on May 29 to Leslie Stone
(now Hicks), and I completed my MBA
in Organizational Leadership on
December 11, 2010.”
Jennifer Parente ’96 was married to
John Bye at St. Dunstan’s Church in
Woking, England on Saturday, November
13, 2010.

Gertrude also writes, “Walt and Poppy
Seastrom celebrated our 60th wedding
anniversary June 24, 2010. We have four
children and six grandchildren.”

Kalia Williams ’05, after playing
basketball at San Jose State for two years
and San Francisco State University for
two years, will graduate with a degree in
Women’s and Gender Studies with a
minor in Health Education from San
Francisco State University. Kalia is a
member of Sigma Alpha Lambda honor
sorority and hopes to pursue her masters
later this year.

The 1950’s
Jack O'Brien ’55 and Toni Colello ’55
were married in a church wedding with
all the trimmings. Toni wants everyone to
know that she has taken Jack's name and
is now Toni O'Brien!

The 1960’s
Roberta Matkovich Kopacz ’62 writes,
“I would love to hear from those of you
who graduated with me in the great class
of ’62.” Roberta can be contacted at
rkopaczmft@earthlink.net.

Jasmine Grace Ruiz Carreon ’04
recently earned her Master of Pulbic
Policy degree from George Mason
University in Arlington, Virginia. She
now lives in Madison, Wisconsin and is
anxiously awaiting her July 14, 2012
wedding to Peter Fill.

Erica Snow Mikulsky '98 and her
husband of four years, Nicholas,
welcomed their first child, Kendall Ann
Mikulsky, pictured below, on February 2,
2011 in Huntsville, AL. Mom and
Kendall are doing well!

The 2010’s

Brendan Boesgaard ’10, recently visited
the St. Monica campus. Brendan is
pictured in front of the school with Msgr.
Lloyd Torgerson. Brendan is currently
attending University of San Diego and is
serving in the Marine Corp Reserves.
Thom Nulty ’63 sent in this picture of several
Mariners from the class of ’63 who got together for
some fun at Casa Sanchez.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Ledis Vences ’13 finished the Los
Angeles Marathon.
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Prayers and Passings
Please keep the following members of the Mariner Community in your prayers:
PASSINGS
John “Jack” Kronenberg ’42 passed away on March 11,
2011. After graduating from both St. Monica Elementary
School and St. Monica Catholic High School, Jack served
his country during World War II. Following the war, Jack
attended Loyola Law School at night while working full time
at Douglas Aircraft Company. He married his wife Marilyn
in 1962 and they celebrated their 49th wedding anniversary
this past February. Jack practiced law as a public defender
with the County of Los Angeles for fifteen years. In 1973 he
became a magistrate judge for the U.S Court in Los Angeles
and retired in 1993 after twenty years of service. Jack is
survived by his wife Marilyn; children John, Karl, and Katy;
seven grandchildren; sister Maryann Kronenberg Oeffling
’50 and brother George Kronenberg ’45. He was preceded
in death by his parents and brothers Nick and Frank ’51.
Marie Lombardi Poyer ’42 passed away
peacefully at her home on June 13, 2011,
after a long illness. Marie was a dedicated
volunteer throughout her lifetime. Starting
as a young girl in grammar school, Marie
answered phones at the parish rectory.
While at St. Monica’s and Immaculate
Heart College, Marie volunteered with the American Red
Cross in support of wartime efforts. Over the course of
thirty years’ involvement, Marie chaired numerous parish
and school committees and events. In 1998 she was
recognized for her many years of service by the Archdiocese
of Los Angeles as a Cardinal’s Award Honoree. Marie is
survived by Jack Poyer ’42, her beloved husband of 66 years;
14 children; 35 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.
Her funeral mass was held at St. Cyril’s Church in Encino.
Joan Elizabeth Heffernan Fleming ’45 passed away on
May 5, 2011 at the VA Hospital in Long Beach, California.
She is survived by five children, two grandchildren, and
several great grandchildren. Her daughter Maureen writes,
“my mom had wonderful memories of St. Monica's.”
James Julian Dodds ’46 passed away on December 24, 2010.
Jim made his home in Cathedral City, California.

John worked most of his life for
GTE where he retired as a Vice
President. Very special to him
were his many friends from his
years growing up in Santa Monica
and attending St. Monica's
Elementary and High School. In
his senior year he was Student
Body President. He was a member
of the Varsity Basketball team
playing in the new gym. He enjoyed performing in the
musical productions that the high school was noted for in the
40's under the direction of Sister Dorothea Rose. John was
honored to be included in the first group inducted into the St.
Monica's High School Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame.
Robert Rider ’47 passed away in January, 2011. He is
survived by his wife Kathleen.
Mary Ann Espinosa Plet ‘48, passed away on November
18, 2010. Mary Ann spent most of her childhood on
Catalina Island where she enjoyed horseback riding and
being with friends. Mary Ann met and married Gene Plet
right after high school and had three daughters, Debbie,
Linda and Vicki. Born and raised in California, Mary Ann
never traveled far from her original roots. She is survived
by her husband Ron Ramsey, her three daughters and eight
grandchildren.” Mary Ann’s daughter Debbie shared that she
enjoyed reading the Ancient Mariner.
Bette Porter Dobrott ’48 passed away on
August 2, 2011 at her home in Newport
Beach. Bette was a tireless volunteer; she
also loved Broadway musicals and travel.
Bette and her husband of 59 years, Jim,
traveled extensively, exploring every
continent except Antarctica. Her passion
was her family. She is survived by her husband Jim ’48;
children James Jr., Michael, John, and Megan; and nine
grandchildren. She was predeceased by her son Danny.
Services were held at our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Barbara Parsons Cole ’49 passed away on
June 4, 2011. Barbara is survived by her
daughters, Candi, Lynda, Janine, and Lisa,
son, Stephen, and four grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by her husband of 46
years, Sylvan. A funeral mass was held at
Visitation Church in Westchester.

Rev. Maurus Kelly, O.F.M. (Tom Kelly) ’46 passed away
on December 5, 2010 at the Santa Barbara Mission at the
age of 82. He is survived by his sister, Eileen Kelly Gisler
‘48 of Santa Maria.
Richard A. Mootz ’46 passed away on March 26, 2011.
Richard made his home in Sylmar, California.
John Casey ’47 passed away on March 3, 2011 at his home
in Granada Hills. John is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Barbara Lasher Casey '49, and five sons, Bill, John, Tom,
Michael, Patrick and their wives. He was predeceased by his
oldest son Dennis. He is also survived by his twenty
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, his sister Mary
Ellen Casey Donatoni '53, and brother, Anthony Casey '60.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Jimmy Osti ’51 passed away on March 16, 2011.
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Eugene Paul Kessler ’52 died peacefully
with his family at his side on New Year's Day,
2011. He is survived by his wife of 52 years,
Maxine; his sister Lynne Israel; children Tim,
John and Amy Bauer, as well as eight
grandchildren. After graduating from St.
Monica, Gene graduated from Loyola
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University with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering. He went on
to get his MBA from Cal State Long Beach. During his long
and varied career he was a basketball coach at St. Monica
Catholic High School, an Electrical Engineering Instructor at
Loyola University, and a highly regarded Real Estate
Appraiser for Home Savings and Loan and Los Angeles
County before opening his own appraisal firm.
Joyce Gallegos Samaniego ’55 died on August 2, 2011 after
a sudden diagnosis of cancer and a brief and courageous
battle. She is survived by her husband, Art, three children,
and seven grandchildren. Joyce was the eldest in a family of
twelve children. She is survived by her siblings Margaret
‘56, Joe ‘59, Bruno ‘60, Frances, Virginia ‘68, Lupe ‘70,
Vicky ‘73, Monica, and Lisa ’76. Her rosary was held at St.
Anne’s Outdoor Shrine and Church and the funeral mass was
at St. Monica Catholic Church.
Lucy W. McLaughlin Harrington ’56 passed away on
February 20, 2011 after a long battle with cancer. Lucy was
the beloved wife of Jim Harrington. A funeral mass was held
at Our Lady of Loretto Catholic Church in Novato, CA.
Theresa Coyle Dick ’58 passed away on July 9, 2011 after
battling cancer for three and a
half years. Born in Atlantic City,
New Jersey, she moved to
California as a young girl, into the
Pacific Palisades house that
would bring her much happiness
until the day she died. She
married at age 20, had three boys by age 26, and a fourth one
ten years later. In addition to her family, her greatest source
of joy was her circle of friends, some from elementary and
high school, and some from the neighborhood in
Westchester. Funeral services were held at Corpus Christi
Church in Pacific Palisades.
Norb Parsoneault ’60 passed away in February, 2011.
Please keep the following Mariners in your prayers whose
passings have not been previously noted in the Ancient
Mariner:
Charles Morris ‘44
Joseph Walters ‘57
Alice Colburn Erickson ‘51
Tom LaBrie ‘61
Richard Heider ‘51
Cathylee MacBan ‘61
Lee McGill ‘51
Richard Elkins ‘66
Susan Bernardin Pool ‘57
FORMER FACULTY
Sister Carletta Marie, (Elizabeth
Keeley Anderson) a vowed member of
the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus
and Mary for 77 years, died at the
Convent of the Holy Names, Los Gatos,
on April 12, 2011 at 96 years of age.
For the first twelve years of her
religious life, Sister Carletta’s ministries took her to

St. Monica Catholic High School

elementary school education, including St. Monica Catholic
Elementary School. For over twenty years, she was in
secondary education, including St. Monica Catholic High
School where she served from 1960 to 1963. A third phase
in her ministerial life led her to social work and research. In
her later years she took loving care of family members.
Mass of the Resurrection was celebrated at the Convent of
the Holy Names. Her burial was at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Hayward.
Please remember the following alumni, students, and
friends of St. Monica who have lost loved ones:
The community of St. Monica is
deeply saddened by the tragic loss
of Jean and Scott Adam. Jean
and Scott were active members of
St. Monica Catholic Community,
and were killed while doing what
they loved, which was sharing the
gift of faith. They were on a mission to distribute bibles
around the world when their work tragically ended on
February 21, 2011 as their yacht was hijacked by Somali
pirates. Jean’s sons, Drew and Brad Savage, were both
graduates of St. Monica Elementary School; Drew was also a
member of the St. Monica Catholic High School Class of ’93.
Giorgi Centeno Antinori ’06 and her husband Leo whose
one-year old daughter, Vita Antinori, passed away in
February, 2011
Henry Putnam ’13, who lost his mother, Linda Azarone, on
July 31, 2011.
The de la Pena family’s mother, Juanita de la Pena, entered
into Eternal Life on June 24, 2010. The de la Pena family
has a long tradition at St. Monica’s. Juanita and Joaquin de
la Pena were married in St. Monica’s church on October 27,
1934. They had five children, four who attended St.
Monica’s. She is survived by alumni Marguerite de la Pena
Romo ’57, Terri de la Pena ’64, and Rose Marie Flores ’67.
She was predeceased by her son Robert de la Pena ’53.
Faculty member, Rita Diamant, whose mother, Grace
Garlock, passed away suddenly on Ash Wednesday, 2011.
The family of Kathy Geletko, her husband, Joe ’52, and
children, Jane ’77, Joseph ’78, Janet ’82, and Jane ’87, who
passed away on May 5, 2011 after a long battle with cancer.
The Ricks Family, Karen Hallal Ricks ’76, Elena, Maureen,
and Jonathan ’13 whose husband and father, Timothy
Ricks, passed away on July 31, 2011.
Melissa Sanchez ’13 who lost her father, Manuel Sanchez,
this summer.
Jessica Thomas ’00 whose sister, Carrie Lynn Thomas,
died on March 27, 2011 during a tragic shooting at a bank
ATM. Carrie also leaves her parents, Gene and LaDonna
Thomas as well as her 2 year old son, Riley.
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Enjoy hearing more about SMCHS?
Check our website at www.stmonicahs.org or send your email address to us at
alumni@stmonicahs.net. Mariners with current email addresses get all of the
time-sensitive news throughout the year!

Upcoming Events
Mariner Gym Re-dedication

2011 – 2012 Alumni Association
Meetings
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Join us for the 2011-12 Alumni Association
Meetings. All meetings will take place in the new
advancement boardroom in the high school west
wing (from parking lot, first room directly north
of the auditorium).

75th Anniversary Committee
Monday, December 5, 2011
6:30 pm in the west wing boardroom.

Christmas Concert
Wednesday, December 7, 2011
7:00 pm in the Auditorium.

Open House
Saturday, December 10, 2011
1:00 – 4:00 pm on the St. Monica campus.
See all that SMCHS has to offer.

Saturday, January 7, 2012
Varsity Girls' Basketball vs Chadwick at 5:30 pm
Gym Re-dedication Ceremony at 7:00 pm
Varisty Boys' Basketball vs St. Anthony at 7:30 pm
Join us in re-dedicating the newly renovated upper
level of our Mariner gymnasium! Help us root our
varsity teams on to victory.

Hall of Fame Nominations
Deadline
Wednesday, February 1, 2012
Nominate a worthy Mariner to the Distinguished
or Athletic Hall of Fame. See the school website
or contact the Alumni Office for more
information.

Meal to Mentor a Mariner
Tuesday, February 7, 2012
See page 8 for more details.

Homecoming 2012
Projected for the weekend of
September 28-29, 2012
Make plans to join us for the Homecoming game
and our 75th Anniversary Celebration at the Hall
of Fame Induction Dinner.

Athletics
Check out all Mariner athletic events at the
SMCHS website: www.stmonicahs.org.

TWO MAGAZINES IN ONE!
FLIP FOR OUR ANNUAL REPORT
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