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donated a couple of books. Lynda is a friend of Mrs.
McAllister and planned the surprise without telling
anyone. The students (and Ms. Tibbitts) were thrilled,
but Mrs. McAllister missed the whole thing because
she was absent. She was excited for the class, but sad
to miss all the fun. We would like to thank Lynda
Mullaly Hunt for taking the time to visit with us. It was
a special day!

Upcoming Events
Gorham Elementary Musical – The Snow Queen - May 7 & May 8
A big group of Gorham Elementary students have been working on a musical
called the Snow Queen. They will be performing in the Great Falls Gym @
6:00! Come join us for a terrific show!

Chorus Concert at Great Falls!
Wednesday, May 20 – 6:00 PM
Come see the Chorus perform. They’ve been working hard and it will be a
great show!

Next Parent Connection Meeting

May 20, 7-8 PM

These meetings are always a great way to meet other parents and get
involved with Great Falls. Meetings are held in the Great Falls School
Library.

Save the Date!
Parent Step Up Evening
Tuesday, May 26th from 6-7pm
Great Falls Gym
Join the administrators and staff at Great Falls Elementary School to get a sneak
peek into your child’s next grade. A teacher representative from each grade level
will be presenting information and answering questions.

Dear Great Falls Families,
Will we jinx anything to wish you a Happy Spring? The weather this year has been
in such a fragile state! We hope that you enjoyed your April spring break and were
able to fit in some fun family time. It is an important time of year for all of us to
take a breath and recharge, getting ready for the final push of the school year.
The overall quality of work at Great Falls is directly influenced by the growth of our
teachers. The commitment of the Great Falls teaching staff is without
question. We know that your child’s growth is enhanced when our teachers have
the tools and resources that they need in order to do their work in a high quality
fashion. We pay attention to this at Great Falls.
Do you know what a PLT is? PLT’s - Professional Learning Teams - have been a
key factor in maintaining and increasing our teachers’ skills, access to resources,
and practices. Our teachers meet with their Professional Learning Teams - PLT’s each week, primarily in grade level groupings. They look at achievement data and
student work products, and then set team goals intended to improve overall
student performance in that area. These teams conduct research and share
instructional practices, assessments, and resources with each other, all focused
on that goal. Teams discuss challenges and successes. Perhaps the most
rewarding and valuable aspect of these regular PLT meetings is the sense of team
and camaraderie felt by the teachers. Working together helps to make a seemingly
impossible job not only possible, but excellent.
As the weather turns nicer each day (well, here’s hoping!) we thank you for helping
us by keeping your child focused, rested, and ready for school. The year is far
from over where teaching and learning are concerned!
Enjoy the spring, and, as always, thank you for your partnership.
Sincerely,
Jane Esty
and
Becky Fortier

Great Falls Elementary School Lines
from the Learning Lab

Help Your Child Combat Summer Brain Drain!
Play Games: Traditional games keeps young mind sharp and are a lot
of fun! Card games such as Blink, Crazy 8s and Go Fish~ Board games
like chess and checkers~ Car games such as Buzz, I Spy and 20
Questions are all fun and easy to play.

Don’t spend the
summer stuck in
reverse,
especially when
it comes to math
and reading
skills!
Did you know
children can lose
up to three
months of
learning over
summer
vacation?
It can be
difficult for kids
to stay
motivated in
math and
reading, so it’s
important to
keep them
engaged in fun
learning
activities.

Take a Summer Reading Challenge: Make reading a competitive
event. Most children respond well when they set goals and earn
rewards. Reading as few as five books will ensure growth in
reading skills!
Baxter Memorial Summer Reading challenge begins Wednesday June
17 with a fun event from 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Barnes & Noble Summer Reading and TD Bank Summer Reading
programs can also be a great incentive for young readers!
Learn with Technology:
http://wonderopolis.org/ www.ixl.com
www.mathcats.com/
www.funbrain.com/ http://bedtimemath.org
www.xtramath.org www.figurethis.org/index.html
www.coolmath.com/ www.storynory.com/ pbskids.org/games/
Enjoy Real Life Experiences Together:
• Have your child help compute the change they will receive when
shopping, or plan a road trip completely, including predicting how many
miles they will travel.
• Talk often with your child and point out reading materials wherever
possible: Read menus, magazines and newspapers, signs, brochures,
maps, guidebooks, smart phones, ipads, etc.
Connecting learning to our everyday lives, helps our children
realize the importance of math and reading skills.

News From the Nurse
Health Updates

This is just a friendly reminder that sunscreen and insect
repellent should only be applied to students at home before
school. They should not be sent to school with students,
and they require written permission from a doctor just like
any other over the counter medication. Thank you!

Beth Ewing, MEd, BSN, RN
Great Falls School Nurse

Mrs. Mosher's class studied weather during March and April. Here we
are with our windsocks! We took them outside to observe the invisible
wind during one of our windy March days!

First grade students just
completed their study of Maine
Animals. At the end of the unit
students visited each classroom
to learn more about how Maine
animals adapt to winter. Mrs.
Bryson shared information about
bats and hibernation, Mrs. Farley
talked about owls and animals
that stay active in the winter,
Mrs. Lesperance focused on
animals that migrate, and Mrs.
Harlow talked about skunks and
other dormant animals. We had
a lot of fun and learned a lot of
interesting facts.

A Wrinkle in Time Graphic Novel
Book Review by Lillian R from Mrs. Sedenka’s 4th Grade
If you like adventuring in time, graphic novels, and a little bit of awesome, then A
Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L’Engle and Hope Larson is your kind of book.
Charles Wallace and Meg don’t have a family. Their dad went on a mission
directed by the government of Washington DC and he hasn’t returned for several
years. Meg and Charles Wallace meet a kid named Calvin O’Keefe and they are
all on a mission to find Meg and Charles Wallace’s dad. Will they succeed?
The strength of this book is that it has a lot of detail in the pictures, and it
describes the littlest details in the pictures too. The weakness is that it has some
other languages in the book, such as Spanish and German.
The book fits into a fantastically fantasy genre. In my opinion the book was an
awesome book. It has very exciting parts and some parts are just “wow cool”, and
some parts are like “WOW that was SO shocking I thought that was never going
to happen!!”

