Discover what?s been
happening at CCMS? an
accepting, compassionate,
and safe learning
community.

Looking Ahead

November, 2017

CCMS Choir Performance Showcase Video

Christmas Parade: Dec 2nd
Christmas Break: Dec 22nd - Jan 5th
Start of 3rd Quarter: Jan 9th

PTO Fundraiser Begins
PTO has kicked off their 2017-2018 Fundraiser. We are
selling World's Finest Chocolate and this year our goal
is $20,000. We have sent home permission slips with
office and the deadline to have the money in is

CCMS Students Reach Accelerated Reader
Million Word Club and One-Half Million Word
Club

December 6, 2017. If you have any questions, please

Chan, Ellen N. 1,707,838

your child. Additional slips can be picked up in the

call Wendy O'Shea at719-276-5740. We appreciate your
support!!

Wallace-Arrieta, Charles 1,163,460
Willox, Leopoldo 1,087,255

CCMS Yearbooks Available

Carriger, Caryn 738,441

Yearbooks on sale now! You can order online at

Salberg, Abigail 645,738

https://yearbookforever.com/# or send/bring a check to

Buchanan, Emily 535,340

CCMS! It will make a great gift!!! Please make checks

Valdez, Hilary 524,963

payable to CCMS for $30.00 and note yearbook in the

Winford, Brianna 507,520

memo! Thanks!

Carlson, Sharron 500,660

I am a Falcon, I strive to show success, take ownership for my behavior, have a positive attitude
and give respect to all. When I do my best, CCMS will soar.

Principal's Letter
November 2017
Dear Falcon Families,
Welcome back from the extended Thanksgiving break. We are so excited to get back to school
and finish the first semester on a positive and productive note. In addition to the many topics
that students are covering in their various classes, the school year is getting pretty busy.
Students are currently supporting our PTO fundraiser by selling chocolate bars to help provide
continued financial support for educational field trips, SOAR trips, and rewards and incentives that promote a
healthy learning culture at our school. Also, students are in the midst of winter sports and are preparing for the start
of the school play. To make things even busier, students are gearing up for the Christmas Parade which will take
place December 2nd at 6 pm on Main Street. To say it lightly, kids are appropriately busy and are growing into
well-rounded individuals partly due to their experiences in class, on the court, on the stage, and elsewhere around
our campus.
Regarding this month?s election decision to support our school board?s desire to reconstruct a new facility on our
current grounds, we are excited as a staff to contribute to the planning for a state of the art instructional facility that
will serve our community?s children for decades to come. More information regarding the acceptance of the BEST
grant application and timeline for construction will come first from our district?s administration building, and will
then be communicated out again through the schools that are being impacted by the process.
Did you know that the average graduate from a four-year university earns about 1 million dollars more than their
high school graduate counterparts over the course of a lifetime? Many of you may have heard something about our
new Early Bird Academy. Early Bird Academy has the primary goal of identifying, supporting, and preparing
students for completion of a four-year college degree following high school. This program is modeled and inspired
by a program that I once facilitated in another school district. The program is modeled partly on another broader
program called AVID. Our program, like AVID, is designed to provide a unique opportunity to students who are
most likely to be the first in their family to graduate from a four-year university with a Bachelor?s Degree or higher.
The Early Bird program is also designed to support the ?kids in the middle?; typically students who perform well,
but don?t receive any other unique supports or opportunities. The Early Bird Academy will provide current college
students as tutors once a week to our Early Birders. Students accepted into the program will also experience field
trip and guest speaker/presenter opportunities that are unique to them and support our mission to prepare students for
successful completion of a Bachelor?s degree or higher. Also, students and their families will be invited to at least
two family fun nights paid for through the Early Bird Academy. We see this as a fun and exciting opportunity for
students and families that are interested in their students?academic and career progress beyond high school. If you
have received an invitation to apply, know that you are a select group and this opportunity was not extended to
everybody. We strongly encourage you to return your application for consideration to the program.
In closing, thank you all for your direct and indirect support of our school, its students and staff, and our programs.
We acknowledge that we are more successful when we work together on behalf of our children and their
development. See you soon.
Regards,
Tim Renn, Principal of Canon City Middle School

From the Dean

Hello Falcon families and welcome back to another school year here at CCMS.
Fall sports season came to an end at the start of October, and we are happy to report some great
success in all sports offered. Cross Country traveled to Elizabeth to compete in the final league
track meet. As a team, we finished well and had three place winners in the girls and boys races,
keep up the excellent work runners.
Falcon Football ended the season on the 7th of October with a rematch of the first game of the season against
Harrison. Our boys got to compete against the Harrison Hawks under the lights at Citizens stadium a wonderful
treat and something that will give them a taste of the next few years as they play together as Tigers. CCMS came up
just a bit short against a great Harrison team to finish 2nd in the league, congratulations boys on an impressive
season.
Falcon Lady Volleyball had a fantastic season finishing with a perfect 11-0 record to head into the playoffs. Our
Falcons were the #1 seed in the playoffs, and we got the opportunity to host the playoffs all the way through. CCMS
did fall just one game short of the championship and lost to an excellent CMJH team in the semi-finals but the girls
played a great season, and we are so proud of you.
CCMS Boys Basketball has started and is almost half over at this point; our boys are playing hard and learning a
great deal under the guidance of Coach Anthony Grabau. CCMS Boys Basketball will wrap up the season on the
4th of December with the final regular season game. If we earn a playoff berth, we will be traveling on the 6th of
December in a game that is TBD.
CCMS Girls Basketball will begin practice on the 11th of December, and our first game will be the 10th of January.
We are excited about another great girls season and another run into the playoffs like last year, go Lady Falcons.
We took our first SOAR trip to the Pumpkin Patch last month. Students earn the ability to participate in these trips
with the accumulation of all four SOAR cards. Our next trip will likely be to the movie theater with the movie to be
determined. Off-campus passes should be something you are seeing come home more and more; this is another
incentive program used here at CCMS to help promote positive behaviors and achievement. Students can go off
campus to lunch with a parent's permission and signature on the off-campus pass. Please remind your students to
behave appropriately when off campus, as they are representing CCMS.
Attendance at CCMS is crucial to academic success. Per our district policy, students are allowed six excused
absences for any reason. After that, all absences must be accompanied by a doctor?s note. We do understand all
sorts of situations arise and encourage active communication with the school administration when a student may be
gone for long periods of time. We are honored that you have entrusted us with the care and education of your child
and we love to see them every day, GO FALCONS !!!!

Jesse Oliver
Dean of Students, CCMS

Vet er an's Day M em or ial at t h e CCM S Flagpole

Counselor's Corner
It is hard to believe that we are well into our 2nd quarter. By now your child has probably set into a regular routine at
school. In order for any student to be successful at his or her school it is important that they develop good
organizational skills to last them throughout their lives. Being organized can help reduce stress in their lives and enjoy
other aspects of school such as extracurricular activities. Organization is probably one of the biggest challenges facing
any student in middle school. The increase number of classes and teachers coupled with an increase in workload can
be overwhelming to some students. Here are some suggestions to help your child be better organized.
- Use a daily planner to schedule test dates and other class assignments.
- Use color-coded notebooks for each class.
- Keep a neat book bag and locker so you can find what you need.
- Schedule a regular homework time and avoid distractions such as TV.
- Set long-term and short-term goals for what you want out of school.
- Balance school activities and social activities.
- Always plan a head for things like projects and/or time out of school.
If your child needs any additional help with organization, try these other resources: teachers, classmates/friends, study
groups, librarians, and school counselors. Try some of these suggestions today. It is never to late to start getting
organized.

Health Check
Hello Falcon Family!! Happy December! Here we are right smack in the middle of our flu time..:) I really hope that
everyone has made the time to go to your health care provider office and get your flu shot. You can also go to Walgreens
and the Health Department to receive a flu shot as well. Fremont County Health Department?s Phone # is 719-276- 5748
if you would like information about flu shots.
I hope you had a restful Thanksgiving break!! Whenever you are traveling whether it be for the Holidays or during
summer vacation, then here are a few tips for you:

-

Remember to travel only when you feel well

-

Cover your coughs or sneezes with a tissue. No tissue? Then cough or sneeze into your sleeve, not your hands.

-

Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.

-

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

-

Avoid close contact with sick people.

Happy December everybody!!!

Julie Langreder
CCMS Health Technician

Falcons are
Soaring
6th Grade Language Arts
In 6th grade Language Arts we are
currently studying argumentative
writing. Students are learning how
to analyze arguments while looking
through the lens of the three
different rhetorical devices: Logos,
Pathos and Ethos. We are
strengthening our stance or claim
practices, and gathering meaningful
evidence to support our claims. We
will begin our Unit 3 writing task
after Thanksgiving break.
6th Grade Science
Hey want to hear a joke about
potassium?... K Ha, Ha! Ok,
seriously, students are smack in the
middle of the Periodic Table of
Elements. They have been
researching, discussing, and are
even currently writing a children?s
book to share information on the
Table! After Thanksgiving we will
be studying chemical bonds,
compounds, and chemical reactions.
It will be a blast! After Christmas
break, we come back down to Earth
and begin our in-depth study of the
relationships that exist between
Earth?s structure and natural

processes. And don?t forget? A
volcano is a mountain with hiccups!
Thanks for humoring me! (Ha, ha)
6th Grade Writing

Hinduism. Next social studies
student will begin learning about
Ancient Greece, and the important
impact they have had on our own
culture.

Students in Mr. Brunson's class use
Google classroom. Assignments,
rubrics, and student work on writing
assignments can all be found there.
7th Grade Math
In 7th grade Science, we have just
started learning about cell division.
We are observing the steps of
mitosis under the microscope. Soon,
we will be learning about genetics,
so encourage your child to explore
the traits that run in your family.

7th Grade Language Arts
Students are working in cooperative
learning groups as they learn skills
related to Argumentative writing.
Future projects for this unit include
developing a commercial for an
original product or service, as well
as, debating in teams of two. So,
beware future requests for raises in
allowance as your child may be a
more skills negotiator.

7th Grade Social Studies

7th Grade Science

Seventh Grade Social Studies has
been studying the monotheistic
religions of Judaism and Islam, in
order to put them in a historical and
cultural perspective. No other force
has had the long impact on history
that religion has. Student will finish
learning about these two
monotheistic religions before
Thanksgiving break. We will study
three other religions this year s well;
Christianity, Buddhism, and

In 7th grade Science, we have just
started learning about cell division.
We are observing the steps of
mitosis under the microscope. Soon,
we will be learning about genetics,
so encourage your child to explore
the traits that run in your family.
8th Grade Language Arts
Students have been working on
poetry and just finished their first

Oct ober St u den t s of t h e M on t h

Socratic Seminar. The students

fins and some type of mass. The

Independence). Along the way we

have seemed to really enjoy

launch was a success as 75% of

will be using clips of the John

looking at more abstract concepts

the students rockets reached 75

Adams miniseries to give

in literature through this poetry

yards or more in distance with an

students a visual of the debates

unit. Many students are eager to

average flight time of 5.1 seconds.

that occurred in the Second

write their own poetry! After we

Prior to Thanksgiving break

Continental Congress. History

return from Thanksgiving Break

students will add to the Newton

class is starting to buzz, stay

students will begin reading The

studies gravity and force by

Outsiders. The second round of

creating an eggstronaut capsule.

8th Grade Math

at the end of the quarter as well.

8th Grade Social Studies

8th grade math is closing chapter

8th Grade Science

8th Grade American History has

tuned.

Novel Projects will be presented

finished out chapter 5 unit and
8th grader students completed

now have a better idea of the what

their study of Sir Isaac Newton

caused the strife between the 13

and the 3 Laws of Motion by

colonies and Great Britain. Next

engineering their own

up we will be studying what the

hydro-rocket using a 2-liter bottle,

effect of those causes was (Hint:

poster board cones, foam board

The Declaration of

2. When we return from break we
will finish chapter 3 in the second
quarter. Please remember there is
a homework revision policy. We
are very excited to soon be getting
to solving linear systems of
equations.

Hydr o-Rock et Videos - M s. Ru lapau gh's 8t h gr ade st u den t s

Life Skills classes open new
pathways.....

Applications in Technology

Choir and Band

7th and 8th Graders-- have been working on Critical
Thinking projects using Design Thinking as the process.
We are using two models one developed by Stanford
University, and another K-12 version created by AJ
Juliani, a teacher. Design Thinking is used in business
and by engineers or designers to first gain empathy for
need (individual or groups), define problem, brainstorm
solutions, build a prototype, test the prototype, make
needed adjustments then make public.

Choir and Band students successfully completed their
1st concerts of the year! Both classes are working
diligently on their upcoming performances. Our High
Flyers Marching band that is comprised of 6th, 7th
and 8th graders from CCMS, Harrison and CES will
be marching proudly in the Canon City Parade of
Lights the evening of December 2nd! Our CCMS
choir will present their "Holiday Wishes" concert on
December 14th. Please come and support the great
work that our music students are doing at CCMS

6th Graders? Just wrapped up a week of Digital
Citizenship, they learned about how media connects us
on a global level, cyber-bullying and how that is different
from physical bullying, scams and schemes, effective
searching using the plus sign and quotation marks.

November Gifted
Education Fact #3
Gifted children can
and do have learning
disabilities.

Career Technical Education

The kids are hard at work building
their boxes and side tables. I am
super proud of the work the
students are doing!!! We will soon
begin producing furniture so look
for those order forms soon!! Shop
rocks!!

As with any child, a gifted child may have learning
disabilities which can negatively influence their
achievement in school. Unfortunately, gifted children
with learning disabilities, also referred to as
twice-exceptional, often go unidentified because their
advanced cognitive abilities often mask their learning
disabilities. It is common that neither the giftedness nor
the learning disability are recognized or addressed in
school.

Students are actively
engaged in
Life Skills classes .
CCMS Aspiring Artists Gallery
.

Riley Brown

Erich Chavez

Jaiden Klein

Abigail Owens

Faith Wimmer

Rosa Chavez

Chloe Dickens

Ellen Chan

Alize
Martinez

CCMS Students featured in The Artists' Gallery Exhibit
Zoey Starika, Kaitlyn Bohannon, Toni Carochi, Owen Reynolds, Kameron Atwood, Autumn Ritchie, Chloe Dickens,
Jaiden Klein, Jobe Langreder, Lohgan Bottjer, Ellen Chan, Faith Wimmer, Abby Owens, Aidan Deist, Madi Roever,
Rebeka Stehn, Madison Bowman, Lucas Gonzales, Katie Means, Rosa Chavez
These students have the honor of representing CCMS in Cañon City's finest art gallery on the same walls next to
professional artists. The Artists' Gallery at 416 Main St. is hosting this fabulous exhibit starting tonight at
downtown's "First Friday" from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Yes, that means free cookies. If you can't make it tonight, this
work will be on display for the next 30 days. The regular hours of this fine gallery are from 10:00 am to 6:00 p.m.

CCMS Clubs are the place to be!
Chess Club
Chess club has continued
the exciting process of
becoming better chess
players. We have finished
our beginning of the year
tournament, and have
started working on good
chess openings.

Living History Club
Living History Club has
been having a lot of fun
learning historical skills
lately. We have been
learning to embroider in
Victorian manner. It is a
skill or pastime that was
very common in the period,
especially among upper
and middle class women.

NJHS
The National Junior Honor
Society's Safe Trick or
Treat went off without a
hitch this year. A lot of
work was put into the event
by all the students. Now
NJHS students are moving
on towards planning their
next activities.

Student Council
Student Council: For the
last two months Student
Council has been busy! We
have a great group of

members representing our
student body. For the
month of October we
hosted a Friday the 13th
Movie night, and brought
council together to
establish our Charter,
which will be the standard
for all future councils to
work from, and begin
planning for other events.
We also put our governing
body in place, we are
pleased to announce Jordyn
Martinez (8th grade) as our
class president, Brianna
Winford (8th Grade) our
Vice President, Secretary
(6th Grade)- Aiden Rowe,
and Treasure-Rachel
Trower (7th grade)! For the
month of November, we
planned team-building
event! On Saturday,
November 4th Council
volunteers met at the VFW
Hall to prepare items to be
shipped to Colorado

Soldiers! Then during the
week of November 7th we
ran a food drive to fill our
cabinets and donate food
for the holidays. Coming
up: Watch out for our
Christmas Movie night on
December 21st! More good
things coming, so stay
tuned!
Club Advisors

Battle of the Books
Currently there are eight
students participating in
Battle of the Books. They
are eagerly reading the nine
books that were chosen for
the competition this year.
They also are taking an AR
quiz on each book to help
identify books they might
need to go back and review.
Once all of our competitors
have completed reading the
following books: Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry, The
Book Thief, Long Walk to
Water, The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer, Walk Two
Moons, Wednesday Wars,
Code Talkers, Elephant
Run The London Eye
Mystery, we will start
meeting in January to
review and discuss each
book so the stories stay
fresh in their mind until our
competition on April 30th.

Chess Club, Living
History Club and
NJHS:
Micah Keller
Falcon Theater Drama:
Dale Miller
Asst: Sheri Davidson
Yearbook:
Tanna Miles
Art Club:
Andy Vetter
Outdoor Club:
Alex Hill
Battle of the Books:
Karen Rogers
Student Council:
Tanna Miles / Brandy
Price

HOPE
I can?t believe how fast this year is going by; Project Hope has had a successful start to the
school year. Currently feeding ten families over the weekend and 113
backpacks have gone out the doors to provide much-needed nutrition
to students and their families. During November 6th through the 10th,
Project Hope teamed up with the Student Council here at CCMS to
combat poverty with our yearly canned food drive. There were fun
themes and prizes that went along with the drive which provided
Thanksgiving Baskets to a dozen families as well as helping out local
food banks in the community. We are so thankful for the parents who
supported us by bringing in donations for this event. All in all, Project
Hope is making sure students are getting their basic needs met so
they can flourish in the classroom with food, clothing, and school
supplies we are making a difference and a significant impact in the
lives of our youth.

CCMS Coaches 2017-2018
7t h / 8t h Cr oss Cou n t r y: Brittany Kanach
Foot ball: Nate Harms
Assist an t Foot ball: Ryan Brown, Tim Connor, Andy Vetter
8t h Boys Bask et ball: Tony Grabau
7t h Boys Bask et ball:John Gorham
8t h Gir ls Bask et ball: Open
7t h Gir ls Bask et ball: Randy Smith
In t r am u r al Boys & Gir ls Bask et ball: Warren Heifner
8t h Gir ls Volleyball: Randy Smith
7t h Gir ls Volleyball: Amber Withers
In t r am u r al Gir ls Volleyball: Wendy Humburg, Pam Hamby
7t h / 8t h Coed Tr ack : Randy Smith
Assist an t 7t h / 8t h Coed Tr ack : Open

The CCMS Falcon Flyer
would like to thank
Tanna Miles
for the use of her
photographs.

Together
we soar!

