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Mr. Daher Will Truly Be Missed
By: Felycia Luo
High up in the rankings of New Jersey’s public high schools, you’ll
find us: Hopewell Valley. In one of the states with the highest achieving education for students, Hopewell Valley provides an education
that goes above and beyond national standards. We owe much of
Hopewell’s success to Mr. Daher, our principal for the last ten years.
It truly is an honor having Mr. Daher as Central High’s principal. I
think because he has been a constant in this high school for so long,
some start to take his leadership for granted. And with Mr. Daher deciding to stay for the remaining school year, now is really the time to
show our gratitude. Mr. Daher is an advocate for students and education. In working with him through our class government, his care for
both students and staff became very apparent. A building with classrooms and books does not make a school, but rather it is caring individuals with a passion to spread knowledge who create a school. As
cheesy as it sounds, it’s true that Mr. Daher puts the pal in principal.
There’s a quote from a book I read by Paul Fleischman six years ago
that goes something like this, “the effects of an act travel far beyond
one’s knowledge, and can send a wave rolling out of sight.” Each success one of our graduates achieves is also one of Mr. Daher’s and the
faculty at Hopewell. Each year at our Distinguished Graduates’ assembly, we see graduates from Hopewell attain unimaginable success as
they explain to current students what they learned. And every year, I
hear them attribute some of their success to the faculty at Hopewell
that helped them grow into the people they are today.
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Senior Plans: Chris Pham

Senior Plans: Otto
Harbach

By: Sam Lowe and Skyler Rossi

By: Sophia Lo

As you may have seen on the wall of senior plans in the CHS Media
Center, Chris Pham will be attending the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland in the beginning to the summer 2016.
This is a huge accomplishment,
considering the school accepts only
8% of its applicants.

Next year, Otto Harbach plans to go to IBEW
Local 269 Apprenticeship School. IBEW, or
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, is a vocational school based in Trenton, NJ.
At IBEW, Otto will learn the necessary skills to
become a professional electrician.

“I decided to attend USNA because
I wanted to have the opportunity to
serve while also receiving an excellent education in academics, athletics, and leadership,” said Pham.
His family has a history of serving;
His grandfather was a U.S. Merchant Marine, his uncle was in the
Navy, his dad is part of the NYPD,
and his aunt graduated from the
Naval Academy in 1986.

Since he was a kid, Otto has been a visual learner who enjoys working with his hands. By
continuing on to trade school, Otto can pursue
his interest in electrical construction and become an expert electrician.
When asked what he looked forward to, Otto
said, “I’m most excited about opening up new
doors for myself.” If other students are interested in a particular trade, Otto encourages these
students to consider going to a vocational
school. A traditional four-year college isn’t the
path for everyone. Otto strongly believes that
it’s important to enjoy what you do as your
career.

Pham plans to enlist the required 5
years after his education is finished, and he’ll feel the waters to
decide whether he will continue as
a career militia man or if he will
find a different job. Although he is
excited to get started, he is also
nervous as he starts so early and
has to say goodbye to his family
and friends, specifically his lacrosse team.

Good Luck Otto!

Continued on page 8

Good luck Chris. Hopewell is rooting for you.

By: Kyla Chasalow
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AP Statistics Students Successfully
Hold Their Eighth
Statistics Carnival

for HVCHS students, the AP Statistics
class actually collects data from the
players to use for their own statistics
projects. Essentially, students choose to
collect certain data to use on one of their
last two end of the year projects.

telling booth in the carnival two years
ago which included palm reading and
tarot cards. He also describes other creative ideas such as the tattoo booth called
“Stats Tats”.

Mr. Shrager explains the purpose of the
Students must collect data and use it to carnival, saying that “It is a great way
run a test to respond to a certain quesfor students to get outside. By letting
By: Emily Wang and
tion. Is there an association between
them do something active and fun is a
Joyce Huang
certain colors and genders? Do students great way for them to relax after AP
lean toward a certain sort of candy? To Exams. It is also an enjoyable learning
Every year without fail since 2009, the answer them, the AP students used sta- experience for students to learn how to
AP Statistics class holds the Statistics
tistical tests they’ve learned over the
collect data.”
Carnival, where Mr. Shrager’s students course of the year, such as chi-squared
put their newly acquired statistical skills tests of independence or matched-pairs
to the test. Held in the school courtyard, t-tests.
all of the schools’ students are invited to
play carnival games. This year there
Although there is an educational part
were 16 booths.
to the carnival, it’s also quite important that there is an element of fun.
The idea of the Statistics Carnival was
AP students are willing to let others
originally created by other teachers.
pie them or douse them with water for
After hearing about this at the AP Read- the sake of collecting statistical data.
ing for the Statistics Best Practices
Night, Mr. Shrager thought it would be The 16 booths offer many games to
a great idea if Hopewell would make
play and each student and faculty
their own Statistics Carnival.
member has their own favorite. Mr.
Shrager notably mentions a fortune
From left to right: Joyce Huang, Marissa
While it may appear as a fun past-time
Liu, Amanda Juan, and Stephanie Brix

The New Student
Government
By: Caroline Wilson
If you didn’t notice from all the ads posted
around school, online voting began May 2nd
for new class officers. On Monday, May 9th,
the results were revealed.

What will these peers of ours be doing now?
Mr. Drew Wood, school psychologist and
Student Council advisor, described the role of
the officers. “The officers, besides being Student Council members, are elected and responsible for additional duties,” he says.
"Every Student Council can make their own
decisions about accepting new members.”

When asked about her goals, she replied: “I’m
hoping to bring diversity into Student Council
and ensure that every voice is heard, so everyone can have the best year possible!”
The new sophomore liaison, Tessa Sharma,
also talked about her new responsibilities and
described the role of liaison, saying “A liaison
is someone who deals with communications,
so I would be communicating ideas to city
council and the school.”

This year’s elections brought some unique
events. For instance, according to Mr. Wood,
The election winners:
“The results for Student Council Board Rep
When asked why she wanted to become liaiStudent Council officers: President Clare Garwere incredibly close; 248-249 votes. One vote
son, she said “I felt like this year’s Student
rity, VP Michelle Glauberzon, Secretary Somakes a huge difference!”
Council could’ve been improved. One of the
phia Rusnaczyk, Treasurer Aba Tieku, Board
The election organizers had to send one
main issues was there wasn’t much communiRep Andrew Brancato.
speech back for revision for the first time in
cation from us to the students. As liaison it
Senior officers: President Madison Parker, VP
two years. "The person was writing in a
would be my responsibility to do better.”
Bridget Anzano, Secretary Lila Angle, TreasTrump style and called someone "stupid",
If she could say one thing to the sophomores,
urer Samantha Smith, Liaison Chris Walton.
which we couldn't approve,” revealed Mr.
it would be: “Next year’s going to be bigger,
Junior officers: President Max Brass, VP Chan- Wood.
better, and we’re going to get more stuff
dler Habig, Secretary Kyle Randazzo, TreasurClare Garrity, the new Student Council presi- done!”
er Domenic Zangrilli, Liaison Grayson
dent, explained her reasons for wanting her
Congratulations to our new student governGlogoff.
position. “I’ve been in Student Council
ment; we know you can make this school a
Sophomore officers: President Will Titus, VP
throughout high school; I was even vice presibetter place!
Mia Carrell, Secretary Julia Rubin, Treasurer
dent in fifth grade. I’ve always liked leading
Liam Holland, Liaison Tessa Sharma.
and working together,” she says.
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Daher...Continued from page 1
And with that in mind, I’ve asked several graduates from
Hopewell to share a good experience with Mr. Daher or
something about him that makes him such an effective
leader.
“His warm disposition and genuine enthusiasm made my
transition to high school seamless. I'll never forget my
first day as a freshman because I walked into the building
as he was standing near the main office, greeting students.
He looked at me, shook my hand, asked for my name-- and
never forgot it. It made me feel like I belonged there.”
-Lindsey Moonan, Class of 2013
Current Junior at University of Delaware
“My favorite thing about Mr. Daher is how he always
greets everyone. Whether it was in the hallway in the
morning at school, or when I came back to do work for
one of my college classes after I had graduated, he is always happy to see everyone.”
-Imogen Mills, Class of 2014
Current Sophomore at Ithaca College
“My first day of high school I was extremely nervous. I
wasn't at all prepared and knew I was going to have a
tough transition. However, nothing felt better than getting
greeted on the first day by a principal that already knew
your name. In fact, Mr. Daher knows every student’s name.
I always respected him for that; he cares so much that he
takes the time to learn your name and your face, and as
the year progresses, he cares enough to learn your story
too. He is a great man.”
-Gloria Brewster, Class of 2015
Current Freshman at NJIT
“I remember how eager he always was to learn what was
going on in my life. He made a point to visibly care about
the students, which was encouraging. For example, he
must spend tons of time memorizing people’s names, because he always knew mine. It's the small things that matter, and Mr. Daher cared about them.”

Current Sophomore at West Chester University
“What stood out was really just the way he always took
the time to stop and have a conversation. Whether we
were in line for food or just passing in the hallway he always had something kind to say.”
-Owen Clarke, Class of 2015
Current Freshman at Villanova University
“Mr. Daher did something special during his time at
Hopewell. I don’t think there are a lot of people who, in
his position, would have worked so hard to represent both
the students and the faculty. I had the privilege to work
with Mr. Daher while I was student council president. He
was always willing to compromise and find a solution to
everyone’s satisfaction. There were a lot of weird ideas
that the student council officers threw his way, and instead of waving them off, he worked with us to make
these ideas workable. He put the school first, devoting
much of his after-school time to helping out in student
events, attending shows, and cheering for the central
high’s sports teams. He didn’t have to do this, but he did,
because he wanted to instill in the students the pride that
he felt in them. He was able to both elicit respect while
remaining compassionate to the needs of his students,
and that’s special. I couldn’t have asked for a better principal.”
-Michael Feder, Class of 2015
Current Freshman at Johns Hopkins University
“Mr. Daher has been a role model for every new student
that's walked into HVCHS. I'll remember the constant 'Hi's'
in the hallways and honestly intended 'How are things
going?' as one of his best attempts to make Hopewell feel
like home for so many people. I've never heard a person
speak ill of him - which, in high school administration, is a
hard thing to do - as many prefer to comment on how
bright and jovial he aimed to be.”
-Sean Gunther, Class of 2014
Current Sophomore at Pomona College

“Mr. Daher has always emulated what I thought an effective administrator should be. Since my freshman year at
Hopewell Valley Central High School, I knew him to be
-Maclean Collins, Class of 2014
very friendly, and I'd grown to appreciate each simple
greeting in the halls. I also knew Mr. Daher to be very inCurrent Sophomore at Princeton University
volved with a lot of programs throughout the school. Any“I love Mr. Daher! He is such an amazing principal! He real- time I needed input with certain projects, he was always
ly takes the time to get to know all of the students in the
willing to help out. Mr. Daher has certainly set the standhigh school by name and is extremely involved in all of
ard for education administrators.”
the school's events. I remember at the talent show I per-Ethan Cappello, Class of 2014
formed in, he was on the "panel of judges" that would give
their opinion after a student's performance. I don't think
Current Sophomore at Boston University
most principals would take the time to come back to their
workplace at 6pm after a full day of work to support their
students at a talent show! Mr. Daher really is an incredible
motivator for his students and I'm really lucky to be able
to say I was in the high school during his time.”
-Hunter Muller, Class of 2014

Page 4

The Bulldog Reporter

Conqueror of the Hill Returns

project was a good experience and I enjoyed competing.”

By: Sophia Lo and Anyi Qian

The winners of the competition, juniors Shraiy Gupta,
Matt Slaza, and Chris Silva, built a cart that had industrial Velcro and an insanely strong piston drive ultimately
allowing them to snatch the center ball before the other
team, scoring 20 points.

What can you build out of common household items?
This month, physics students used household items including CDs, peanut butter jar lids, and rubber bands to
build vehicles for the annual Conqueror of the Hill competition.

Congratulations to everyone who competed and good
luck to next year’s students!

Every year, introductory physics students at CHS are
faced with a challenge: to build a cart that can perform
specific tasks on a plywood hill.
This year’s challenge includes placing rings onto three
wooden dowels and retrieving wiffle balls from a platform
in the middle of the hill. Two teams will compete against
each other to win the most points: a total of 88 can be
earned. The competition is a double elimination tournament and will be ongoing throughout the week of May
30th. The winners are awarded with bragging rights and
an invitation to the annual science breakfast.
When asked about what he enjoyed about the project,
junior Will Flemming said, “I think Conqueror of the
Hill is a unique school project in that it allows us to tap
into the creative side of our minds while collaborating
with our friends and classmates. Although there were
some challenges in building our cart, overall, I think the

Ms. O’Brien to Retire
By: Skyler Rossi
A friendly face of CHS, Ms. Beth O’Brien will be retiring at the close
of the school year from her position as a Learning Disabilities Teacher
Consultant.

From left to right: Mr. David Wilson, Shraiy Gupta,
and Matt Slaza. Not pictured: Chris Silva

However, through all the sadness of leaving the high school, she looks
forward to her future. In Delaware, where she has a new home, she
plans to volunteer, travel, kayak, bike, golf, and be a pedal steel guitar
groupie.
Good luck and happy retirement, Ms. O’Brien!

While she has been teaching for nearly 20 years, 14 of them were spent
in the halls of our high school, and she has enjoyed every year here.
“I will miss working with many wonderful coworkers, talented and
skilled teachers, and amazing students,” said Ms. O’Brien.
Outside the walls of CHS, some of Ms. O’Brien’s favorite teaching
moments have been on field trips planned for disabled students to practice their lessons in the community and function independently. Some
of these trips included holiday gift purchasing at the mall, a trip to
NYC, and even a two day trip in Washington DC.
“I could cry just remembering how well they did and what fun we had
together,” Ms. O’Brien said.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Hopewell Clubs Make Appearances at Pennington Day

Club participated in setting up booths to raise
money and educate others of their goals.

When asked how Model UN was able to take part
in Pennington Day, sophomore Catherine Zhang
said, “I think Pennington Day was a really fun
Here in Hopewell, we take pride in the communi- and engaging experience for everybody there.
ty that we have come together to build. Every
For our Model UN booth, visitors were able to
year, we celebrate this amazing community by
play a ping-pong toss game. It was a great opporholding Pennington Day, where hundreds of visi- tunity to fundraise for our club while also intertors and local residents come out to enjoy the
acting with members of the local community.”
finest that our town has to offer.
Student Council also set up a booth in which
passersby were given the opportunity to pie a
Pennington Day, which is held in downtown Pen- student.
nington Boro along Main Street, has been a tradition of the town for decades. Its origins date
With food, activities, games, and booths, Penback to 1980 when a community picnic was ornington Day celebrates the best of the town and
ganized to fund the Pennington School following
has become one of the most important dates in
a devastating fire.
the Pennington Borough. We can’t wait to see
what’s in store for the event next year!
Over the years, the event has evolved into a

By: Anais Hou and Helen Sun

community street fair with local businesses, artisans, schools, and nonprofit organizations.
These community groups, municipalities, and
businesses are able to inform the community of
their mission while also raising funds through
their sponsorship and booths. Excess funds are
donated to charitable organizations within
Hopewell Valley in annual grants.
This year, the 2016 Pennington Day was held on
Saturday May 21. Multiple CHS clubs such as Student Council, Model UN, Feminism Club, SMAC,
Jazz band, Anchor Club, and Arts and Crafts

Ms. LiMato to Retire
By: Skyler Rossi
Often, high schoolers hate math, but this is due
to boring lectures and impossible problems that
can’t be solved. Ms. Lynn LiMato, a math teacher at our high school, is all for finding the fun
in math and sharing it with her students. At the
close of this school year, she will be retiring
“My favorite part of teaching has always been
connecting with students to share the beauty of
the intricacies and presence of mathematics.
The study of mathematics reveals the language
of the universe, allowing us to explore a deeper
understanding of our world and our place in it.
To share this joy with young people has been
my privilege during my career,” she said.
Ms. LiMato had been primarily been teaching
geometry the past few years, but she has taught
Applied Algebra/Geometry, Algebra II and
The Bulldog Reporter

PreCalculus in the past as well. Her priority in
teaching has always been 1-to-1 learning.
When asked about her favorite part of being a
teacher, she said, “The joy of hearing from
former students and discovering where their
lives have taken them is always amazing.” She
also said that having former students’ children
in class causes “the ultimate smile.”
Former students only had nice things to say
about Ms. LiMato.

Student Council
members at
Pennington Day

to miss her colleagues in the math department.
“I will maintain my friendships with these incredible folks!” she said.
As for retirement plans, she is unsure of the
exact agenda. “I am looking forward to spontaneous traveling, exploring cooking and gardening passions. Allowing space in my life will
reveal a new direction for me – I am excited for
the possibilities yet to come!”

“I remember how she would always bring out
the fairy wand when everyone was really
stressed or something and she would always
make sure that each student fully understood
every concept,” junior Amy Olsen said.
“She’s a really nice teacher who liked to put
smiles on all our faces,” said junior Molly Fisher.
Besides her many students, Ms. LiMato is going
Page 7

Senior Plans: Kimberly
McDonough
By: Veena Prakriya

Senior Plans: Uri Zerbib
By: Sophia Stivala

By: Veena Prakriya

You’ve probably seen Kimberly
McDonough walking through the hallways many times. If not, just look out
for the girl who never seems to stop
smiling. Now a senior at Hopewell,
Kimberly will be continuing her education at Villanova University where she
will be majoring in physics and statistics. While there, she will playing lacrosse with Villanova’s Division 1 team.

Before her start in Princeton University’s
Class of 2020, Maya will be a proud graduate of Hopewell’s class of 2016. She’s
learned a lot from the classes and people
here in Hopewell.
“I took a lot of really great classes,” she
says. “Through the discussions and time I
spent in class, I learned to think in new
and different ways.”

She seems truly thankful for the education and experiences Hopewell has
provided her with over the last four
years. Throughout her time in
Hopewell, Kimberly has been academically challenged and given the tools
necessary for leadership.
Kimberly is very much looking forward
to her time as a Wildcat. “The people
who attend Villanova are really nice…
the current students reached out to me
while I was walking around campus.
The school is a perfect fit for me,” says
Kimberly.
As leader of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, Kimberly is excited to join a
Christian club that reaches the school
population through school events. She’s
especially thankful to Mr. Bello who is
the academic advisor for the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes. “He has shown
me how to be strong in tough times and
is someone I really look up to when I go
through different seasons in my life.”
A star student and an excellent friend
to many of us here in Hopewell, Kimberly truly embodies the Hopewell spirit of academic focus and social warmth.
We wish her good luck next year.

Senior Plans: Maya
Naphade

Uri Zerbib, who you may have seen in
the high school theatre productions such
as Pippin and Dracula, will be attending
Montclair State University next year. Uri,
chose this school because he was impressed with the smaller campus and
close vicinity to New York. He will be
able to see shows, as well as make possible connections in the future.
It’s no surprise that his major will be acting. Anyone who has been to our high
school’s performances knows how good
of an actor he is. Next year, though, he
will be focusing on straight acting, where
the attention is focused on plays rather
than musicals. It’s with this type of acting that he will be able to focus on being
more intimate, as well as being able to
convey what the writer is trying to express through writing.

Her dedication to education is something
admired by many Hopewell students. She
shows an amazing devotion to the pursuit
of knowledge. Though she’s overwhelmingly excited for her time at Princeton, she
appreciates all that Hopewell has given
her. The skills and opportunities provided
to her here at CHS will only grow with the
resources at Princeton.
An annual participant in St. Baldrick’s,
Maya plans to continue this in college.
She’s also looking forward to a program
known as Engineers Without Borders; the
program works to solve problems in developing countries, which is something quite
appealing to Maya.
Maya’s passion for helping others is an
integral part of her personality, and her
lofty future aspirations are all dedicated to
everyone who has helped Maya throughout
her time in Hopewell. She’ll always remember the amazing teachers and fantastic
friends she’s had at CHS and in the community.
Good luck to her in her future pursuits!

“For upcoming seniors,” Zerbib said.
“Make sure to have all of your research
done for colleges, and make sure to keep
everything organized, because it can get
confusing at times.” He also said that it
would be good to ask questions to
schools, and be yourself.
Good luck next year Uri!
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active after his retirement. This includes time as a basketball official and a lot of time with his grandkids. Now that
By: Veena Prakriya
he’s not paging through the yearbook, he’ll spend lots of
time at the Jersey Shore with his, soon-to-be-three,
If there’s one thing I’ve learned from my sit-down with Mr. grandkids.
Daher, it’s that he absolutely loves the Hopewell Valley
student body. Now, after years of serving as Principal for
In addition, Mr. Daher has always loved to travel. His next
our high school, he is ready to say goodbye to his lengthy endeavour is convincing his wife to drive cross country on
career in education, and enter a well-deserved retirement. a road trip. “I’ve never done that before,” says Mr. Daher.

An Interview With Mr. Daher

Mr. Daher went to college in Eastern Pennsylvania at a
small school by the name of Kutztown University. It was
there he played baseball and basketball. In 2006, he came
to Hopewell to shape and cultivate our school.
Before his 10 years aiding and leading the students and
teachers of Hopewell Valley Central High, Mr. Daher was
himself a teacher. For 11 years, he worked as a math
teacher for students in 6th grade all the way to 12th.
For 7 years after that, Mr. Daher was a principal in Willow
Grove Pennsylvania, at a school just about half as cool as
Hopewell. While I’m sure Mr. Daher loved his time there,
“coming to Hopewell was the best career move [he] could
have made,” and we are thankful every day that he did.
Since Mr. Daher became principal, the amount of clubs
and extracurricular activities available at CHS has increased exponentially. Students are encouraged to join
and even start their own clubs. That’s because Mr. Daher
has always believed that if students feel like a part of their
school and have a strong community, the chance of their
success increases.

The one hope Mr. Daher has for our school is some upgrades. He truly wants the building to reflect the amazing
people and spirit within -- a spirit which we have Mr. Daher
to thank for. Over the years, he has grown an enthusiasm
for learning and a thirst for experience.
Despite not having a favorite Hopewell Valley memory,
Mr. Daher has enjoyed every moment of the last 41 years
of his professional life, and he considers coming to
Hopewell the smartest decision he has made.
If there’s one message Mr. Daher wants us to walk away
with about him, it’s that he has tried to make “every decision for the students’ best interest.” Even when we may
not like the choices, he has always fought for the students
in every right.
So let’s wish Mr. Daher good luck in all his future endeavours, thank him for shaping CHS into the vibrant and driven community it is today, and of course, carry on his wishes and work to make our school even better in the future.
Thank you Mr. Daher!

Immediately when I asked his favorite thing about
Hopewell, Mr. Daher responded with “the students… besides being bright, capable, and high-achieving students…
it amazes me how friendly, personable, and warm they
can be.”
Mr. Daher has attended every concert, game, and performance Hopewell has put on since he arrived. He absolutely
thrives watching the students learn and grow both inside
and outside of the classroom. “Interacting with young
people is satisfying and fulfilling,” he says.
If there was ever any proof to show Mr. Daher’s dedication
to our school, it’s lying on the end of his desk next to a
totally booked calendar. Two yearbooks are sitting there,
for over the summer, Mr. Daher studies the yearbook. You
might wonder how Mr. Daher knew your name the moment you walked into the school…
As for his departure, you shouldn’t worry; Mr. Daher fully
intends to visit Hopewell again. He wants to stay quite
The Bulldog Reporter

Mr. Daher with Vice Principal Ms. Tricha Pinelli
Page 9

school students, but I am so glad I took the opportunity. It has been
one of the best experiences of my life,” said Arbitell.
The ceramics program has come a long way, thanks to Mrs. Arbitell’s
hard work and dedication. Students look forward to learning the
potter’s wheel, and her helpful wall of guided steps has saved many
pots from being destroyed. Sophomore and former ceramics student Katie Genovesi said, “I loved that Mrs. Arbitell graded mostly on
effort not just appearance, and that she was always there to help if I
was struggling. It made me feel encouraged; not every art teacher
can do that.”
Out of everything, Mrs. Arbitell said that her favorite part of teaching
at the high school was the positive environment. “Watching a student get excited about the wheel and seeing their awe after making
their first pot was always a highlight of my day,” she said.

Shaping Her Next Chapter
By: Julia Drake

In her retirement, Arbitell plans to do a lot of yoga and babysitting.
“My daughter just had my grandson, so I want to help her watch
him. I love to be active so I will be skiing, and running and doing
yoga. Also, Ewing is looking for artists, so I will definitely be doing
something with my art.”

“May your hands be full of clay, and your hearts full of imagination.” Mrs. Arbitell said, “Any students who are considering going into
~Unknown
teaching should truly love it. Whether it be art or English or history,
having passion for what you do will rub off on your students. I know
a lot of young people are discouraged from following the arts as a
Any former, or current, ceramic student knows the excitement of
career because of the money aspect, but I encourage them to follow
checking the kiln cart for a project or testing a new crackle glaze.
their dreams and a career that they love. In the end, that will be
After 35 years of teaching, our ceramics teacher, Mrs. Patricia Arbitell, will be retiring. For over 20 years, Mrs. Arbitell has been educat- more fulfilling than making loads of money and hating what they
ing Hopewell high school students on the creative world of ceramics. do.”
From the potter’s wheel to coil pots to decorative frames, her exper- Mrs. Arbitell’s final message to her students and coworkers was,
tise and unique projects have encouraged every student to express
“Thank you, I absolutely loved it!” Thank you Mrs. Arbitell for develthemselves artistically.
oping the ceramics program and having a contagious passion for art
Her inspiration to become a teacher came from her own high school and learning that has spread throughout your students. You should
be proud of all that you have done for the high school. Good luck
art teacher who instilled in her a love of art. She began by teaching
and we will miss you!
elementary art, until she was asked to run the ceramics program at
HVCHS. “At first I was nervous to make the change to teaching high

FBLA Ends Year with a
Bang
By: Catherine Zhang
As the month of June begins and the

school year ends, a sense of idleness
and lethargy tends to settle over students. But for members of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), this
last month of school is set to be an
eventful one.

Anyone interested picked up a form
from Ms. Brown or signed-up in the
VP office; teams could have 10-12
people. All proceeds went towards
fundraising for the school chapter of
FBLA and the March of Dimes Foundation.

other students from all 50 states.
To qualify, members first had to compete at the state level in February and
earn one of the top four places in
their respective event. This year, a
record number of students from our
high school will be attending the NLC,
participating in events such as Sports
and Entertainment Management, Introduction to Business Presentation,
and Electronic Career Portfolio.

Senior and FBLA president Isha Pradhan said about the kickball tournament, “[it's] definitely a fun schoolwide event and a great fundraiser for
both FBLA and the March of Dimes in When asked about the club’s plans for
For those that haven’t seen the patri- following years.”
the end of the school year, sophootically-colored posters around
school, FBLA held its first official kick- Even after the school year ends, sever- more and FBLA secretary Vicki Xie
said, “We have a lot of really exciting
ball tournament on Wednesday, June al members of FBLA will continue to
participate
in
club
activities
by
attendevents coming up that we hope will
8, from 3-8 P.M. It was a great opporing
the
National
Leadership
Conferbe lots of fun for both members of
tunity for both students and staff to
ence
(NLC)
in
Atlanta,
Georgia.
The
FBLA and the whole school. Our club
enjoy the warmer weather and particconference,
which
runs
from
June
29
has accomplished a lot this year, and
ipate in a little friendly competition
before another school year comes to a to July 3, will allow members to com- we’re looking forward to continuing
pete in leadership and business events, that next year.”
close.
attend workshops, and network with
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Though Mr. Flegeal did not know just
Mr. Flegeal Is Handing over English Literature. He says that he
was not certain of what he wanted to what it was that he wanted to do prothe Camera
By: Reinah Baurer
Although the school is divided into
many different clubs and teams, the
Morning Show, shown every Friday
morning, brings a little bit of every
one of these pieces together. These
productions are led by Television Studio teacher Frank Flegeal, who has
been a member of the district since
1981 and is retiring this year.

go into after school, and after graduation, took on a collection of odd jobs.
Mr. Flegeal drove a forklift, worked as
a part time newspaper reporter,
painted houses, babysat, and worked
at a private school with children with

Though Mr. Flegeal started in 1981,
he did not begin his current position
until 1988, and formerly worked as
the district media specialist. Mr.
Flegeal now teaches three course levels of Television/Video production,
learning disabilities. There, he started
with a focus on filming, production,
a photography club, and got to know
and editing.
the Video Production teacher and became interested in the position. Mr.
Mr. Flegeal attended college in GerFlegeal then went to Temple Universimany and England, and majored in
ty to earn a master’s degree in educaGerman Language and Literature and tional media.

Lesléa Newman "Heather
Has Two Mommies"
By: Julianne D’AvirroHumphrey

fessionally in college, he said that the
photography class he took there
helped to influence his eventual career path. He also received a camera
as a gift from his parents which he
used to make videos of friends in college, which got him thinking about
the area as a possibility.

With retirement in mind, Mr. Flegeal
has hopes to spend time with some
friends in Europe, take a cross country trip to visit his son in Washington
state, work on his house, and visit his
home in the Finger Lakes during the
fall, which he has never been able to
do due to the school schedule. He
says that the stress that accompanies
any teaching position will be relieved,
which he expects to be nice, but he
also says that he may miss the job.
When asked for a piece of parting
advice, he offered this for his students: “Less dead space, and no jump
cuts.”

of “Daddy's Roommate”, another book
that centers around a child with gay
Ms. Leslea first established her misun- parents, saw Leslea’s book in a small
derstanding of the impact her story
woman's bookstore. He approached her
would have when she wrote it. The
asking if she'd like to collaborate with
story’s conception was when a friend
him to have both their books published
approached her and said she and her
to a greater audience. She responded
I recently went to my great aunt’s wed- partner had no books about their family saying that she was interested in writding and there I met Leslea Newman.
to read to their daughter. So, relating
ing books instead of publishing. Ulti“Leslea” was a name I had heard many to having no children's literature in her mately, Willhoite printed "Heather has
times throughout my life. She and my
childhood that spoke to her, she picked Two Mommies" as well as “Daddy’s
aunt were close friends who grew up
up a pen and wrote the story she never Roommate” and the former went on to
together in Brooklyn and have kept in
had.
become one of the most disputed chilcontact for over 40 years. I had heard
dren's books.
that she wrote one of the most banned Illustrated by Diana Souza and Dana
books in schools which was mystifying
Kingsbury, the story focuses on
“Heather Has Two Mommies” has reto me. I researched to find that the
Heather’s experience having lesbian
cently began reprinting with new illusbook “Heather Has Two Mommies” is
mothers. The story follows Heather and tration, featuring rings on Heather's
considered the first children’s book on her liking of things coming in twos. Her mothers implying their marriage.
a lesbian couple, making it a revolufamily structure is discussed and comtionary book. Celebrating its 26th anni- pared positively with her playgroup to
“Heather Has Two Mommies” has paved
versary the book preceded gay marshow there is no difference in the love the way for further same-sex marriage
riage legalization which only occurred
given to children of homosexual couchildren's books in addition to many
last year in 2015.
ples and heterosexual ones.
other genres. The book established the
concept of children’s books specially
I met Ms. Leslea at a house party the
However, finding a publisher proved
created for all kinds of families. Ms.
night before the reception and seized
more than difficult. After being turned Leslea emphasized her belief in the
the chance to ask, "Why did you write
away by publisher after publisher, she importance of books, films, and TV
the book "Heather has Two Mommies"
took it upon herself to see the comple- displaying all different kinds of famiknowing it was a highly controversial
tion of her work. She sent out hundreds lies, stating that it validates their lives.
topic?"
of letters and received several thouShe also asserted that children learn to
sand dollars from supporters all over
And so, I enjoyed firsthand the story
the country. With the money, the story be open minded and accepting of famibehind one of the most revolutionary
was printed. Michael Willhoite, author lies and children different from their
own experiences.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Team 293 Just Short of Qualifying
By: Grady Meyer
From broken drive train belts, a battery flying across the playing
field, a fried lead screw motor, and a tipped robot, HVCHS’s Robotics Team, Team 293, has seen it all this year. In short, everything that could have gone wrong during competition did. But
through perseverance and quick thinking Team 293 and their
robot, lovingly dubbed “Frankenbot”, managed to solve every
problem thrown their way, finishing just three points away from
qualifying for the District Championship. The Team later spoke
about their season at Bristol-Myers Squibb’s annual IT conference,
BITcon.
S.P.I.K.E began its season at the Springside Chestnut Hill event at
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy in March of this year. Overall,
the team performed passably, winning many of their matches
despite various parts breaking the team lost in the Quarterfinals
and did not go on to semis.This typified the team’s performance
for the rest of the competition—it was good, but, with some exceptions, not great. The team finished this competition with a
record of 6 wins, 7 losses and a tie, and finished ranked 21st out
of the 31 teams competing. This flawed performance was largely
due to an excess of technical problems.
293’s second event was the Bridgewater-Raritan District Event in
Bridgewater, New Jersey in April. The technical problems continued to stymie the team’s performance throughout all of day one.
These problems culminated in the team’s final match of the first

day. In this match, while running an automated program, the
robot rammed hard into a wall, destroying key components of the
machine’s drive train. These parts had already been replaced numerous time throughout the day and there were no more replacement parts available. The robot seemed dead, and there was much
debate about what to do next.
Overnight, members of the team brainstormed, and they brought
parts and ideas to the pits the following morning. They settled on
a solution: changing the drive train altogether. The team took the
robot from four wheel drive to two wheel drive, replacing the back
wheels with mecanum wheels, which can rotate left and right in
addition to forward and backward. On the second day, as a result
of this change, the robot actually became more agile and aided
the robot’s shooting accuracy.
Ultimately, Team 293 qualified for the quarterfinals, and almost
qualified for the semifinals too; it came within one goal of winning. One of the other teams lost communication with their robot,
and so it lay motionless on the field for most of the match. This
loss also kept S.P.I.K.E out of the district championships at
Lehigh. Thus, Bridgewater was the team’s last event. The team
ended the competition ranked 21st out of 37 teams, and finished
with a record of 7 wins and 8 losses. The team also finished
ranked 78th out of the 121 teams in the Mid-Atlantic District. The
biopharmaceutical company Bristol-Myers Squibb later invited
S.P.I.K.E to present at its annual Information Technology conference, known as BITCon.
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Welcome to the newest addition to The Bulldog Reporter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our
school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Mr. Daher Denies Extraterrestrial Factors in
His Decision to Retire

student performance and a large number of games, a feat

By Théo Evans

However, Daher denied knowledge of any such plots. He

Addressing rumors of extraterrestrial influence as a factor
in his retirement, Principal Michael Daher denied ever

that only seems possible with alien clones aiding him.

claimed that aliens did not originally plan to abduct him at
the end of December and that they did not push his abduction back in order to collect additional data on his students

having been visited by alien life.

from the PARCC testing in May. He also emphasized that
Rumors of Daher’s alien involvement began in November

there have been no efforts to brainwash or experiment on

when he announced his retirement. In his resignation let-

students through cafeteria chicken. Daher further stated

ter, Daher described Hopewell students as “bright, high-

that he will be remaining on Earth following his retirement.

achieving, respectful, and caring,” characteristics which

When pressed for more information, Daher denied any

many were quick to point out as ideal traits for human test

suggestions that the rumored aliens are Gibbly-Gorps from

subjects in a mysterious alien experiment.

Galaxy ZX-582, as well as denying that the aliens existed

Students quickly hypothesized that aliens had landed on

at all.

the turf field late last year and captured Daher, brainwash- In a statement given Tuesday, Daher said, “I have never
ing him to serve in their plan: The aliens supposedly wish
been abducted by aliens, nor were those aliens purple with
to study Hopewell students to measure the physical and

a third ear between their eyes.”

mental capabilities of human specimens. Students suggest
that this would explain his ability to attend almost every

Senior to Attend Trump University This Fall

last week, “I had my picture taken with a
card-board cutout of Mr. Trump. It was
such an honor. I also got a Trump water
bottle, backpack, and a bobble-head
Donald Trump.”

Green says that he has signed up for his
first two online classes. “It was only
$34,500! I mean if that’s not a good deal
I don’t know what is. I also had to sign
By Bobbie Armstrong
something saying I would vote for Trump
and never unfollow him on Twitter…And
Senior Brady Green will be attending
Green’s parents told the Hindquarter that I think you get sued if you break the
Trump University this Fall. “I really think
they are thrilled with their son’s decision contract. It makes total sense though. I
mean, he’s such a good businessman.”
it will make my future really bright and
to attend Trump University. “We maxed
huge,” Green told the Hindquarter. “I
out all our credit cards and remortgaged
applied to a bunch of other schools but I our house, but I’ll sleep well tonight
Green reportedly tried to find the admisdidn’t even have to apply to Trump Uni- knowing that one day our son will be
sions office of Trump University to make
versity. It was so easy!”
rich like Trump,” his mother Betty told
a deposit on his tuition, but the address
the Hindquarter.
he was given took him to a courthouse
instead.
Green attended new student orientation

ed up eating all the munchkins myself...except
the jelly ones, no one likes those…”
Since the contest’s inception, the last senior
standing receives a voucher for free pizza and
ice cream from the cafeteria.

Student Breaks Record for Last Senior to Give up
By: Bobbie Armstrong
Henry Larson broke the school record for last
senior to give up, sources reported to The Hindquarter.
“I knew I was almost at the finish line,” Larson
said. “I had made it so far, but then my English
teacher told us we had to finish Frankenstein
and I lost it. I mean, I care about some stupid
monster being a metaphor for life.”

“I really needed that voucher,” Larson said. “My
account has been charging for months now and
my mom will kill me if she finds out how much
she owes for all the fruit snacks I bought.”
Larson is excited to use the voucher, and his
peers don’t seem jealous or discouraged at the
outcome of the contest. With only a handful of
days left before they graduate, most had already
given up. Senior Kate Johnston said she hasn’t
been at school in a week. “No one cares anymore,” she said. “By the way, do you if Domino’s
delivers for breakfast?”

Teachers are equally as satisfied with the contests, if not mediocre, results. “Do you think I
care that none of my students show up for
class?” said Calculus teacher Mr. Smith. “It’s fanAfter friends were able to calm Larson down, he tastic! How else would be able to get all my
went on to tell us that he was not aware he won online shopping done? Those red sweater vests
the contest. “I just didn’t want to finish that stu- aren’t going to order themselves.”
pid book. They can’t make me!”
A secretary reported that the VP was unable to
The contest has been in existence for several
comment, due to being jet lagged from his vacayears after teachers found it impossible to keep tion in Bora Bora.
students in class past March. “I even brought
munchkins to class one day,” Mrs. Tennon, a
12th grade English teacher told the Hindquarter.
“I walked in but the classroom was empty. I end-
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Like what you see? If you
want to contribute to next
month’s supplement, come to
217 during Bulldog Reporter
meetings!

