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SAINTS

Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a
heart to seek you, wisdom to find you, conduct
pleasing to you, faithful perseverance in waiting
for you, and a hope of finally embracing you.

- St. Thomas Aquinas
Our core values of FAITH, EXCELLENCE, SERVICE AND
COMMUNITY, allow members of our Saints’ family to
have a sense of belonging to something greater than
themselves.
We understand every student comes to us at a different
starting point. Education is about discovery and shared
experiences. At Saint Thomas Aquinas, we challenge every
student to personally grow academically, spiritually and
socially.
Our parents become partners by investing in an
educational vision that develops responsible leaders,
guided by Catholic values. Our goal is to make sure all
students move closer to Jesus Christ during their four
years. We empower students to make their faith active,
conscious and real.
Our teachers are passionate about their profession and
committed to enriching the lives of the students entrusted
to them. Our approach WORKS because we help EVERY
student reach their God-given potential. Every student
has the opportunity to succeed because our curriculum is
designed to work with each student’s needs.
Visit our community and you will witness how we prepare
our students academically; to know how to study, know
how to collaborate and to have the moral courage to do
the right things each and every day. And when you leave
our school after four years, you will be able to live a life
rich within the framework of your faith.

As a high-achieving Catholic student coming from over eight years at an archdiocesan Catholic school, I strongly desired to continue my education
in a Catholic environment. I realized that my high school experience would not be the same without all-school masses and the strong faith
communities that I so cherish. Also, Aquinas has a reputation for academic excellence, and I was excited to be able to study my favorite subjects at a
challenging level alongside various theology courses, for which I am passionate. The day I “shadowed,” I was struck by how welcoming and generous
everyone was, from the teachers to the students, and I wanted to be part of such a community. Ultimately, I chose Aquinas not merely because it is
an environment that challenges me academically and spiritually with a unified and uplifting faith community; but because God opened doors for
me, and I know that He wants the best for me. He was calling me to STA, and I am so grateful that I answered that call with a “Yes”!
Maria Schmeer - Class of 2018

The community is one of the most influential appeals of Saint Thomas Aquinas.
The shift from grade school to high school can be challenging to adapt to, but
the caring nature of the people of Saint Thomas Aquinas allows for everyone
to find their place. The Aquinas community genuinely cares for those around
them and will do anything they can to ensure that everyone has a friend when
they need one. There is so much love here at Aquinas, and that love turns a
group of high schoolers into a family of saints.
Thomas Kennedy - Class of 2018

Saint Thomas Aquinas is a bring-your-own-device
school (BYOD). Families choose devices based on
guidelines and are free to upgrade as they see fit. The
devices are used as a tool to help our teachers and
students be more productive and more efficient.
Our students call our community their Home where
Love Will Conquer All!

Faith makes us open to the quiet
presence of God at every moment
of our lives, in every person and
in every situation.
- Pope Francis

FAITH

Saint Thomas Aquinas High School, an educational ministry
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, invites and
challenges young people to make their faith living, conscious
and active by developing a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and a love for His church.
To prepare students for leadership in the Church and society,
our actions and teachings must reflect Jesus’ life and be
consistent with our Catholic tradition. Our curriculum includes
study of scripture, Church history, Catholic Faith tradition and
morality. Students will genuinely experience and grow in
their faith while in the comfortable environment that is found
at Saint Thomas Aquinas.
We encourage and empower our students to develop moral
courage and integrity so they will be prepared for college and
to become leaders in our Church and society. Every student
comes to us at a different starting point in their faith life.
We create conditions for each student to grow in their faith.
Our goal is to bring all of our students closer to Christ in the
four years they are with us. We teach our students how to
have a life well lived within the framework of their faith. Our
approach works. We have eleven alums in religious vocations
to the Church.
We are called to serve one another, to care for one
another and support one another. As a Saint, you will
use the gifts you have been given!
Celebrate Holy Mass at 7:20 AM daily
Begin and end each school day with prayer
Pray the Rosary in the Chapel after school
Pray with classmates before every class
Take time for personal prayer
Participate in the All-School Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Participate in weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent and Lent
Attend Catholic Athletes for Christ meetings
Sophomore and Junior Mission Trips
Senior Pilgrimage to Rome, Florence & Assisi
Be trained as an Eucharistic Minister
Attend class retreats each year
Celebrate regular All-School Masses with the entire community

Faith isn’t just limited to the classroom at Aquinas; it’s a part of the everyday life of
a Saint Thomas Aquinas student. Our faith is demonstrated through the kindness in
the hallways and how the students and teachers genuinely care about each other.
I’ve talked to students who have come from other schools, and they say the difference
in atmosphere is noticeable and that the kids at Aquinas are “just a lot nicer.” Most
evidently, the faith of our students shows through all school Masses that take place
monthly, adoration services, daily mass, the after-school rosary, and our countless
hours of service to the community.
Devin Diggs - Class of 2018

I feel like Faith is one of the most important aspects here at Aquinas. We base everything on faith no matter what it is, whether it be sports,
clubs, school fundraisers, or just everyday life at school! Our theology teachers are fantastic and understand the church and help our faith lives
grow every day. I feel like this school has helped me to become so much more in touch with my faith and with God. We have an open chapel
that we can use anytime, and every morning we have the chance to celebrate mass if we want to. We have all school mass once a month in the
gym and believe me; it is unlike any other mass you have ever attended! It’s so inspiring how much the students get involved with mass and
how respectful everyone is during mass. We also have all school adoration with the Archbishop once a year, and confession twice a year. I am
so happy with how my faith life has grown here at Aquinas, and I know that yours will too.
Annie Temple - Class of 2018

EXCELLENCE

Pray as though everything
depended on God. Work as though
everything depended on you.

- St. Augustine

At Saint Thomas Aquinas High School, we are committed to
educating and developing the whole student - spiritually,
intellectually, socially and physically. Each student is encouraged
and empowered to strive for excellence in all aspects of
their high school experience. We provide students with
tools for unsurpassed academic achievement along with the
reinforcement and continuing formation of their Catholic faith.
Taught by a committed faculty in a faith-based nurturing
environment, students of all academic abilities are challenged
to surpass their own expectations as we prepare them for
success in college and in life. We understand that learning is
a life-long process; therefore the ability and desire to obtain
knowledge is as important as the knowledge itself.
We are a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.
This award is the most prestigious and coveted award given
by the US Department of Education. We won this award for
excellence, “Exemplary High Performing”. In 2012, we were
one of 50 private schools and one of 3 co-ed Catholic High
Schools in the country to receive this award. The National
Blue Ribbon award does not just honor good schools; the
award honors GREAT schools. This is recognition that
Catholic education at Saint Thomas Aquinas reinforces a
comprehensive Catholic way of life in fulfilling the talents
God has given us. In addition we have won the Governor’s
Achievement Award seven times since 2006. This award
recognizes schools that score in the top 5% of all high
schools in both math and reading on the Kansas State
Assessment tests.

There is excellence everywhere you go in Aquinas. Every time you walk around the corner, there is another
trophy of some sort. In the gym, for example, the walls are covered entirely in state champion and runnerup banners from every sport which shows how successful we are in athletics here at Aquinas. Academically,
our school is full of extremely intelligent students. The classes at Aquinas help the students minds grow
every day. Aquinas is named a National Blue Ribbon School which signifies a trademark of excellence and is
a symbol recognized by everyone from parents to public policy makers as the most prestigious and coveted
award given by the US Department of Education.
Mallory Heying - Class of 2018

We don’t settle. You will find that if you usually give up or quit halfway, those habits
will change. No matter if it’s a sport, on the stage, or in the classroom, you will become
the best you can be. Aquinas students are destined for success because of the history
of those who didn’t quit. The motivation has grown throughout the school, making
everyone want to be the best they possibly can be. For me, I found that I can give so
much more than I ever thought possible. It helps having people in the past and present
who always give it their all, and never gave up.
Janelle Augustine - Class of 2018

Excellence translates to athletics as well, with 99 State
Titles and 2 National Titles. We have won State Debate and
Forensics tournaments and our students have received
accomplishments in music and drama.
Every year, the number of Saints who pursue higher education
is at or just below 100%. For the Class of 2017, $11,468,918
has been awarded in Scholarship opportunities to 65% of our
graduates. We had 3 National Merit Finalists and 4 National
Merit Commended Scholars. Our graduates were accepted
at 129 different colleges and 95% will attend a four year
institution. 43 graduates scored a composite of 30 or greater
on the ACT.

Teach us to give and not
count the cost.
- St. Ignatius de Loyola

SERVICE

Our focus on community service drives home the importance
of following Christ’s command to love our neighbor. Our
students grow in the understanding that we are here for
others. Students seek ways through their individual athletic
programs, clubs and activities to positively impact others,
especially the poor. We are committed to the gospel value
of helping those in our community who are of the greatest
need. Our commitment to community service is recognized
by our community and stands as a hallmark of a Saint Thomas
Aquinas education.
Many Saint Thomas Aquinas students choose to take a
mission trip during Spring Break. The advantage of this
type of trip is learning first-hand how to improve the lives
of others through service. Often students describe their
mission-trip experience as “life-changing”, “motivational,” and
“eye-opening.”
Over $100,000 has been raised for missionary schools
and humanitarian relief efforts. Because of this funding,
classrooms have been built, textbooks provided and
educational opportunities realized. As a family of God, if
we continue to love one another, we will be faithful to the
deepest vocation of our Church. Our students submitted
38,078 service hours last year, and 90% of those hours were
Corporal Acts of Mercy - (charities, elderly care, disabled and
disadvantaged). Last year we had 104 Presidential Award
winners - (over 100 hours of community service).
The Aquinas Key Club is one of the largest clubs in Kansas
and one of the top three Key Clubs in the state for several
years running. We have over 300 members, and last year we
completed 80 + service projects ranging from making meals
at Ronald McDonald House to working with special needs
athletes, from raking leaves for the elderly in our community
to doing activities with children at an inner-city daycare. Our
club is unique as we have at least 50% of our members be
underclassmen, and we offer opportunities for freshmen and
sophomores to be leaders. Our young people are called to
be ready and eager to come forward to help those in need.
Our actions done in charity help all; therefore we understand
that we are all dependent on each other to make our world a
better place for all of God’s children.

Service hours are required at St. Thomas Aquinas, but most students fall in love
with helping others in their community. I fell in love with many different service
organizations while being a student at Aquinas and it is incredible to be serving others
with classmates by your side. Service at Aquinas has changed my life because it has
taught me how to give my time to others, and realize how blessed I am. Service hours
teach students how to be children of God and help those who are in need, not by
obligation but by choice.
Annie Toussaint - Class of 2018

Saint Thomas Aquinas thrives on service. Our most prominent club here at Aquinas is Key Club, and it is a great way to get involved
with the school and serve the community. Also, Aquinas offers several mission trips throughout your four years here. I went on the
sophomore and junior ones and it was one of the best decisions I have ever made. These trips are a way for you to go out and serve
people throughout the country while also growing closer to your classmates. The most significant event at Aquinas when it comes
to service though is our canned food drive. For one week, Aquinas students go crazy for cans and collect every one we can find. We
bring them here to Aquinas to donate to Catholic charities and set world records for the number of can goods that we collect. It is an
incredible feeling to know that you were a part of something so unbelievable that is helping the needy throughout the community.
Noah Pudenz - Class of 2018

COMMUNITY

Joy is a net of love by
which we catch souls.

- St. Teresa of Calcutta

Saint Thomas Aquinas High School is a community
joined in faith, friendship and learning. We are
comprised of alumni, current students and past
parents, faculty and staff. We pray together and for one
another. We share a common belief in the teachings of
the Catholic church. We are all called to grow together
in communion with the Holy Spirit through the
sacraments binding us to Jesus Christ and to spread the
Good News to the world. We believe that teachers,
students and parents work best in a climate of mutual
respect and cooperation.
Through shared experiences, students gain insight
into themselves and learn important lessons about
leadership, collaboration and cooperation. They also
develop social skills and discover talents, interests and
strengths. We encourage our young people to pursue
their God-given potential and promote that fulfillment
in others. Ultimately, our relationship with Jesus Christ
becomes stronger as our relationships with other
people become stronger.
Our welcoming family will guide you, cheer
for you, catch you when you stumble, and
understand you as you grow. We are a
Communion of Saints, linked in faith, learning
and love.

Being part of the Aquinas community has been my favorite thing about attending school here. The students
and teachers at this school are always here for each other and are willing to help everybody out. The support at
this school is impressive whether it’s for sports, theater or academics everyone wants everyone to excel. Here
at Aquinas, there is no discrimination between classes or social groups; everyone is a part of this community.
We never fail to come together to support one another as we go through school here at Aquinas. At other high
schools I see people who cannot name everyone in their grade, but here at Aquinas I have developed a personal
relationship with everyone in my class and considered them a part of my family. Saint Thomas Aquinas has the
best high school community, and I have never been more proud to be a part of such a family.
Mallory English - Class of 2018

The community at Aquinas is unbelievable; I was nervous coming to Aquinas, I thought
it was going to be a little bit of a struggle at first, but then all at once everyone around
me welcomed me with open arms. I love everything about the community, everyone
wants to help and appreciate you and just wants you to feel like you’re at home with a
big family. I was shocked by how many people want to be your friend and how they’re
no cliques at Aquinas and how everyone wants you to feel wanted and nothing else.
Adam Davis - Class of 2018

To love God is something
greater than to know Him.
- St. Thomas Aquinas

SPIRIT OF THE SAINTS

From the moment you first visit Saint Thomas Aquinas,
you will immediately notice there is something special
here... the love, the warmth, the Spirit of the Saints. Our
motto “Amor Vincit Omnia” Love Conquers All can truly
be felt in the halls of our school.
Our students always comment on how they feel so at
home at Saint Thomas Aquinas. Everyone is welcomed
with open arms and genuinely care about each
other. When you become a Saint you join a family, a
community of others like you who will take pride in their
school and the traditions of Saint Thomas Aquinas. This
pride inspires our students to accept the responsibility of
caring for the school and one another. Discover yourself
by getting involved and making new friendships.
This is a school where one can truly make a mark.
We encourage our students to embrace leadership
opportunities and contribute to our community. Lead
one of our clubs or start one of your own. Serve on
Student Council, National Honor Society, be a Student
Ambassador, Peer Mentor, Big Sis, team captain or
manager. Our students enjoy themes for each football
and basketball game and show the spirit of the school at
each athletic competition.
Our counseling staff genuinely cares about each student!
Our Academic Counselor helps you select your courses so
you will be most successful while you are here, and our full
time College Counselor helps you with information about
scholarships, college selection and admissions. Our Licensed
Certified Learning Specialist helps students in need of special
services. Our two Academic Principals care about every
student’s success. They will make sure that every student
is challenged and working at their full potential.
The spirit at Saint Thomas Aquinas unites us and
motivates all of us to work harder in the classroom, on
the field and beyond. Our school is a family and our top
priority is YOU!

Saint Thomas Aquinas has become my second home over the last three
years. It is more than just a high school- it’s a family. Aquinas has an energy
that I have never experienced anywhere else. It provides opportunities for
each student to pursue their own individual goals, whether it be academics,
extracurriculars, or faith, and the support needed to succeed. At STA, we
strive for excellence in everything we do while keeping our faith at the center
of our mission.
Emily Hazen - Class of 2018

Saint Thomas Aquinas is a place where Freshman come in timid and shy, but in a quick four years, turn
into young adults who are confident and ready to take on the opportunities the world has to offer
them. STA does not only provide an incredible education but a place to become a better person. To me,
this is the most important aspect of Aquinas. Through all of my experiences, I have developed so much
and created countless memories along the way. Saint Thomas Aquinas has offered me experiences and
taught me lessons which I will carry with me for the rest of my life.
Andrew Cunningham - Class of 2018

BECOME A SAINT
Saint for a Day
Eighth grade students are encouraged to spend a day visiting
our school. Go to: www.stasaints.net/admissions - Saint
for a Day to schedule a visit.
Information Nights by Parish
October and November
Go to www.stasaints.net/admissions - Information
Sessions f or more information.
Saints 2017-18 Athletic Pass
All 6, 7 & 8th grade students should have received an Athletic
Pass from the Admissions Office. The pass will allow Middle
School students FREE admission to all regular season HOME
athletic contests. The card must be shown at the gate.
ENROLLMENT IS OPEN for the Class of 2022
Go to to www.stasaints.net/admissions - New Student
Online Enrollment to enroll for fall 2018
$200 enrollment fee due at the time of enrollment
Scholarship/Placement Test. Choose EITHER:
Saturday, December 2 or January 6, 8:30 A.M. Commons
Be the first to qualify for a scholarship based on your percentile
scored on the test:
Freshman Scholar “Saint” Award: 98-99% - $1,500
Freshman Scholar “President” Award: 96-97% - $1,250
Freshman Scholar “Principal” Award: 94-95% - $1,000
Freshman Scholar “Blue and Gold” Award: 92-93% - $500
Freshman Scholar “ Commended” Award: 90-91% - $250
Test fee: $20 - fee will be waived if already enrolled

If the school didn’t start as early as 8 am, I would voluntarily wake up and still go to school just to be surrounded by the community. I love learning
from teachers who genuinely care about the success and character of their students. And it’s fun to walk into school each day not knowing what’s
ahead but knowing that I am a part of a school where people care enough to do things like donate 8+ inches of their hair to women who need wigs
because of cancer treatment, go canning for hours to donate their earnings to Catholic Charities, give their own money to organizations for Suicide
Awareness, Breast Cancer/Cancer, those who don’t have school supplies, and so much more. No one at Aquinas is perfect, but everyone makes an
effort to love, and I love being a part of that.
Sereena Weledji - Class of 2018

Don’t be afraid to be Saints. Follow Jesus
Christ who is the source of freedom and
light. Be open to the Lord so that HE may
lighten all your ways.

- St. Pope John Paul II
Named Scholarship applications due
February 2, 2018
Applications can be found at 
www.stasaints.net/admissions - Scholarships
For scholarship consideration these non-academic scholarship
applications must be submitted by this date.
Class of 2022 Enrollment deadline
Friday, January 31, 2018 - Enrollment fee after 1/31/18 will
increase to $250
Class of 2022 Student and Parent Orientation
Saturday, February 24, 9:00 - 11:30
Get test results and select freshman year classes
Financial Assistance
Assistance is available for families who show documentation of
financial need. We want to work with parents who are seeking a
Catholic secondary education for their children. Our goal is to do
everything possible to meet the evidenced need presented by
the families on their application.
To download a financial assistance form please go to:
www.stasaints.net/admissions - Financial Assistance
Course selection forms due
March 2, 2018

I know that I belong at Saint Thomas Aquinas because, over the years that I have been here, I have never been felt
more like myself. Through my time at Aquinas, I have grown in faith, friendship, and community and have developed
in the knowledge of who I am. I have become so much happier, and I have realized that there is something for
everyone at Aquinas. I feel loved and a part of something much bigger than me as I have shared in the successes of
the school. I have also grown to appreciate my Catholic education more and more during my time at Aquinas. I feel so
lucky that I get the opportunity to have an incredible education while still maturing in my faith.
Mary Clare Halpin - Class of 2018

“The mission of Saint Thomas
Aquinas High School as a Catholic
Faith Community is to challenge
and nurture young men and
women to develop their God-given
spiritual, intellectual, social and
physical potential, and to help them become lifelong learners
and responsible citizens guided by Catholic values.”
I can tell you firsthand that the faculty and staff, and even
the students, at Saint Thomas Aquinas, have truly taken this
mission statement to heart. When you walk in the doors
freshman year, you will be scared and most likely somewhat
awkward (don’t worry; everyone is). You may doubt your
abilities to make friends, you may worry you chose the wrong
classes, or you may even question your decision to come
here. Then, you will experience your first Friday night football
game in the stands, your first homecoming week, your first
dance, your first Spring Olympics, your first time singing
the Alma Mater with a thousand others, and you’ll
think, “you know what, this is something amazing.”
As you continue your time at Aquinas, you will be
challenged academically, physically, and possibly
even emotionally. However, this will all help
guide you as you grow smarter, more mature, and
confident. You will become who you are meant to be,
and when you walk out these doors senior year, you will
leave knowing you made the right choice.
Molly Killilea- Class of 2018

Any school you look at around us is great, but take all those
schools’ best qualities, and you’ll find them all put together
at Saint Thomas Aquinas. There is no place you can go where
you will feel more comfortable around
your teachers, see as many state
championship banners hanging on
the walls, have the opportunity
to succeed academically, and
have so many opportunities to
grow in your faith. No matter if
you want to be in the musical, be in
the band, or be on the football team,
STA has a spot for everyone. I truly believe that Saint Thomas
Aquinas offers enough resources to allow every single
student who passes through the doors to achieve Excellence.
Your teachers and coaches here genuinely want you to
succeed and are always willing to work with you to make sure
you can do so.
Carly Moran - Class of 2018
Saint Thomas Aquinas is a school where students
exceed both academically and athletically,
surrounded by a wonderful, supportive community
and a strong faith. STA is a great place for a child to
begin their high school journey and an even better
place to prepare for their future lives. I know I belong
here because the people in this school and community
aren’t just friends anymore. They feel like family.
Jared Flood - Class of 2018

Saint Thomas Aquinas is more than just a high school. It gives
students the opportunity to grow in academics, athletics, and
faith. Our administration is continually
improving every aspect of our school
to ensure that we are learning
in the best atmosphere. Most
importantly every student counts
here at STA. We are one family.
Every time I walk through the doors
of STA I know I am home.
Cannon Miller - Class of 2018
Saint Thomas Aquinas High School
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