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The Best of Mrs. Bender
By: Isha Amin & Leah Hickman
Mrs. Bender, an amazing music teacher for both MacFarland
Intermediate School and Clara Barton, has retired after teaching for 20+ years. Mrs.
Bender recently worked on her final fourth grade concert. We all got the chance to say
our goodbyes, as she sadly left our school on January 31, 2018. Mrs. Bender fell in
love with music because of her grandmother and parents, but she considered the job
of nursing before becoming a music teacher. She would have made a terrific nurse,
but, thankfully, Mrs. Bender chose music!! Or music chose Mrs. Bender. The things
Mrs. Bender will miss most about her job are the students and the close friends
made. The best thing that happened to Mrs. Bender during her career was having the
opportunity to work with wonderfully talented students. When she taught kids, she
really liked that she was able to show students their full musical potential. Mrs. Bender
only taught in the Bordentown Regional School District; however, over the years, she
also provided private music lessons.
Some teachers that really inspired Mrs. Bender to teach music were: Mrs.
Kirkham a piano teacher, and Mrs. Nugent —the classroom music teacher Mrs. Bender wanted to become a music teacher because she always loved music, was comfortable with music, and she wanted to share music with others. She recalls many funny
events, but she thought this one was really funny: “We used to do shows with the
teachers and they were hilarious! The teachers sang and put on little skits. It was
really funny watching the teachers act.” she said. Her favorite thing about being a
music teacher was being able to play music for a large part of the day. Mrs. Bender
taught music to grades K-12. Her favorite grades to teach were K-5. She loves planning and putting on shows. She really enjoys seeing the shows come together. She
loves the satisfaction in what the students have done. Also, Mrs. Bender says the
parents really enjoy the shows. At one point, she organized a program where all
grades (K-6) participated. It included the history of Bordentown and involved community members as well. It was named the ARTS Project. Mrs. Bender’s favorite concert
is the last one she had with each grade. The most special thing a student or class has
done for Mrs. Bender was when students left cards or notes and when a class sang
and performed a song/rap that they learned in their classroom. Now that Mrs. Bender
has retired, she wants to spend more time with her family especially her grandson,
Justin; she looks forward to traveling and working with veterans.
A QUOTE FROM MRS. BENDER
“Thank you for the opportunity of spending time with me. Thank you to the students
of MIS and CBS for being so talented and caring. Thank you to all the staff for being
so supportive of me. I look forward to seeing you all again sometime.
I will miss you all very much.”

Fifth Grade Staff:
(Name and page# of writing)
Isha Amin—1, 14, 15
Aryahi Chikkala— 21

Misha Chou –20, 22, 25
Paige Davis—12, Suzanna Dherbey-3,
Amber Ent—8, Hasini Gokavarapu 2,17
Gavin Hart—12, Leah Hickman—1, 8,9
Kinsey Hofrichter—14
Yining Lin—6-7,10
Reagan Ludwig—19,20,
Emma Neville—13
Hailey Patel-3, Brianna Servellon n/a
Fourth Grade Staff:
Tanvi Appani—9,22, Ryan Barcellona—5
Erin Braun—18, Gabriella Cuccia—18
Olivia Delaney—11, Emma Goodrich—26
Larry Hart—23, Mishka Kapoor—24, 26
Ella Lutz—27 Shriya Machanpalli-2, 24,
Emerson Magby—4,
Kashika Manak—14,19, Olivia Maloney—11
Conall McManimon—18, Jeremy Moore-24
Joshua Moore—15, 25, Hasini Nandyala—9
Jayce Palumbo—16-17, Riddhi Rajpal—5,16
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Lizzy Williams—11

New Year’s Resolutions for MIS!
By Hasini Gokavarapu

5, 4, 3, 2, 1 ! Happy New Year everyone! I am so excited for 2018, I had my
resolutions ready, so I wanted to know
what other plans MIS students and staff
had for the New Year. I interviewed a
few people to see what goals they have
for making 2018 great!
Mrs. Mitchell’s New Year’s Resolution was to be better to herself! She’s
going to accomplish that by eating
healthy food and getting enough exercise!

Mrs. Scott also wants to take a
healthier approach and exercise more,
but mainly she will stop eating the
delicious bread her husband bakes!

Ryan Haje wants to be the best big
brother ever!
Brianna Fabre’s New Year’s Resolution is to get better at reading and writing!
Abdoulye Seydi said his New
Year’s Resolution is to be the best basketball player on his team!
Paige Davis wants to exercise
more!!

Ariyahi Chikkala and Emma Nevvile
want to teach others to be kind to cats
and other animals!

2018 is about exercising more, practicing mindfulness, feeding your
brain with good books, eating healthy, stressing less, and being kind!

Congratulations —
Jack Platt, from
Mrs. Kuzel’s class,
for winning the 2018
Geography Bee at
MIS.
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A Buzz at the Geography
Bee
By Shriya Machanpalli
“Correct!” or “I am
sorry, but that’s the wrong
answer. Good try though.”
Are some of what kids would
hear Ms. Campellone say if they
were an audience member
during MacFarland’s Geography
Bee held in the library at MIS on
January 11, 2018.
The Geography Bee
was a fun experience for all the
winning homeroom students that
made it through their homeroomSocial Studies rounds to get to
the school-wide competition.
There were many difficult
questions at both levels. Some
students were a combination
of nervous, excited, proud, and
disappointed, but everyone did a great job.
Thank you to National Geographic for giving this chance to students
across the nation. And a big thanks to Ms. Campellone and her students for
hosting, helping, and taking time to support us. Everyone earned a certificate
from National Geographic. The winner received a medal and an inflatable
earth.

The Amazing Mrs. O’Leary
By: Hailey Patel and Suzanna Dherbey

Mrs. O’Leary is not only an amazing teacher, but she is funny,
nice, helpful and kind. Also, she is great at helping us understand
things in science and math. Unfortunately, Mrs.O’Leary is retiring this
year. She will always be remembered by her students and the staff.

Did you know
that Mrs. O’Leary
is retiring this
year?

We asked her few questions. Our first questions
was: What was the most interesting thing you learned
from your students? Mrs.O’Leary said she learned a lot
from her students. She especially learned patience. Mrs.
O’Leary taught at two schools before MIS. She said that
taking a class at Princeton University really inspired her,
and she realized that she loved working on inquiry based
learning (inquiry means learning through questioning).
We interviewed some classmates to see how they
felt about Mrs. O’Leary leaving our school. They said Mrs.
O’Leary was funny and very helpful. Mrs. O’Leary has
been inspired by teachers she had. For instance, her seventh grade teacher, Sister Margaret, taught her how to
have courage. Mr. Nosello taught her how to love science, and, to this day, Mrs. O’Leary still loves science. She
loves science because she says, “There is always something else to learn.” We can’t imagine Mrs. O’Leary not
teaching science and math or being here at MacFarland.
Some teachers that we have had in the past
would give us a worksheet to complete, but we wouldn’t
get it because they didn’t teach it to us in a way that we
understood it. However, Mrs. O’Leary makes sure that
every person in the room understands it before they
start. This is important!! The only way we learn is by understanding what we are doing, and she tends to make
sure of that. As a of a result, we have learned more math
in these past five months than in any other grade. She is
sad that she will not be working with students, but she is
happy that she can pursue other interests. We will miss
you, Mrs. O’Leary!!

We hope she knows
how much we will miss
seeing her smiling
face?
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Here are some pictures:
(They are in number order.)
1:The Blue Lagoon 2:Emerson=me, Bren and Ans
at the ocean 3: Ninja star pastry!!! 4: Birds Eye view
of the mountains 5: The Northern Lights!!! 6: Cool
wall art. 7: Emerson with Treat (the white horse, not
the pink one!) 8:NUGGET!!!!!!! And he colorchanged! 9: All in all, it was a pretty good vacation.
The best I’ve ever had! See you next time the
newspaper publishes! Don’t worry I’ll wait;).

Really, Students from MIS Do Travel
to the Land of the Ice and Snow… Iceland!!!
By: Emerson Magby

1

Pictures are from Impulse Odyssey and Emerson Magby’s photo gallery
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FUN FACTS:
On average, the temperature in July is 55 degrees! The
sun doesn’t rise until 10 o’clock
in the morning, and then it sets
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.
If you have never been, you
must go!! I'm here to tell you
what you are missing out on.
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First of all, the water
there is so delicious and pure
that it’s better than any other
water known to mankind.
(Well, according to me, anyway:))
While there, I also had yummy
crepes (crepes are thin pancakes which you can put lots of
things on.)
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Ahh, Iceland. Winter most of
the time...summer ¼ of the
year.

Did you know the
horses there are AMAZING!!!!!!! I was extremely sad I
had to leave Nugget. (Nugget
is a horse I spent time with.)
Speaking of horses, if you ever
go to Iceland, you NEED to go
horseback riding! I recommend Laxnes’ Horse Farm
because that’s where I went
and met Nugget. Also Icelandic
horses are very good swimmers.
There is also an awesome, black sand beach. Sadly, my trip to that beach got
cancelled, so I couldn’t go. My
family and I did try the natural

hot springs that are REALLY
HOT!!!!! I felt like I was on fire
in the deeper part, but then I
lifted my chest out of the water
and felt MUCH better!!! And it
looks so cool! Just imagine
gray, volcanic rock piled up
everywhere with beautiful,
milky, blue waters! It was so
amazing. Even though it’s so
cold there, people are out in
their bathing suits stepping into
the water. In your head you’re
thinking, “Are they crazy?” because you think the water is
super cold, but it’s hot!
And now for the part
you have been waiting for
since you saw the pic from Impulse Odyssey.
YESSSSSSSSSSS!!! IT’S THE
NORTHERN LIGHTS!!!!! And
YES!
They ARE every bit as
amazing as people say they
are! Even more amazing if you
ask me, when you go see
them, you can also see the
stars without light pollution!
( Light pollution is found in cities or congested areas with
lots of homes, building, and car
lights…)
And now it’s time
for...drumroll please...Pictures
from my trip!! Located in the
sidebar to the left.

( Really, I’ve been there,
and I’m going prove it!)

Pic #5

The Feast of
Lupercalia
By: Riddhi Rajpal
Spoiler Alert!
Fictional Story
By Ryan Barcellona

Harry woke
up, crept down the
stairs only to see
Bella, his sister, with
a gift. She started
looking for a place to
hide it.
“Aha!’’ shouted
Harry.
‘”What are you doing?’’ said Bella. Harry didn’t answer; he searched the
room for any other gifts. There weren’t any other gifts that he could see.
Suddenly, Harry saw a gap between the rocking chair and the wall.
Behind the chair was a very large wrapped box . Harry rushed to the box
and shook it . His baggy eyes, still tired from sleep saw Bella cup her
hands over her eyes and started sniffing. Harry finally put the box down
and glanced at the present. A small part of the wrapping paper ripped
when he shook it, and he was able to see that it was a remote-controlled car—something Harry had wanted.
Next to this gift, he spotted an Xbox One X and five controllers.
Bella was trying her best not to cry. Harry could tell. Bella’s and Harry’s
mom made a deal to keep his Christmas gifts a secret, and now Harry
had found the gifts. Bella was only worrying about Harry because his other four brothers were not a problem. Harry has four older brothers. Harry
wasn’t patient and set up his Xbox. Suddenly, his older twin (by 3
minutes), Owin, came down the stairs and caught Harry setting up his
Xbox.
“Hey, is that a Christmas present?‘’ asked Owin.
“How do you know?’’ asked Harry.
“It’s the fourth year in a row you have opened gifts early.’’
said Owin. “I’m telling Mom .‘’
Five minutes later, their mom came down stairs and yelled, ‘’Who
did this!’’ Harry’s mom was very mad and took away his Xbox One X and
remote controlled car. Instead of getting gifts for Christmas, he got a
stocking full of coal, while Owin, Hank, Will and Roy all got gifts. Harry
wasn’t happy at all. In fact, he was so unhappy, he took all of his brothers’ gifts. He stashed them all in the garage next to the stash of footballs
that Will and Roy knew about .Speaking of football, Will and Roy came
down the stairs wanting to play football. They found their gifts were
crossed, so they had to get them back!
That night , while everyone was asleep, Will and Roy had a secret meeting. “We have to get those gifts back.’’ said Will.
“How will we do it?’’ Roy added. ‘’Harry is a young monster.’’
After two hours of thinking, they had a plan. That morning Roy
woke Harry up. “ Morning Roy!’’ said Roy. “Let’s play Call of Duty.’’
“Okay.’’ said Harry.
While Roy was keeping Harry busy, Will took the gifts and gave
them back later that day. For now, the presents were safe, that is until
Harry finds out the presents are not in the garage.
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As we all know, Valentine’s
Day was celebrated two
months ago. However, did
you ever wonder HOW this
holiday actually started? Well,
the Romans celebrated the
feast of Lupercalia from February 13 to 15 every year. On
every February 14, Emperor
Claudius executed two men,
both were named Valentine.
The martyrdom of these two
executed men was honored
by the Catholic Church with
the celebration of
St. Valentine’s Day!
Sound interesting? I am sure
it does, after hearing how our
celebration is way different
than how it was back then! In
our time, we celebrate Valentine’s Day (also known as the
“Day of Love”) by passing out
Valentine’s Day cards, sweets
like: chocolates, hugs, kisses
and following many other
variety of traditions. This
article was a little bit about
the history of the day of love
[Valentine’s day.]
Check out Leah Hickman’s
article for more information!!
HOPE MACFARLAND HAD A
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!!

Sources:Googleimages/
Pixabay

5

中国新年 Translation:
Chinese New Year
Written by: 林以宁 Translation: Yining Lin
Chinese New Year
2018
This is Yining Lin, and I’m a fifth
grader at MacFarland. My family
traditions come from China, and I
celebrate one of the most popular
holidays in the world--Chinese New
Year. I gave information on Chinese
New Year to my class this year. This
year, I celebrated Chinese New Year
one day late because my mom came
back to the U.S. one day late for our
Chinese New Year feast. We had a
wonderful dinner with my mom, my
family, and cousins on February 16
(the dinner feast is supposed to be
on Feb. 15 this year). We had a
barbecue this year. We never had a
barbecue for Chinese New Year. I
enjoyed this year’s Chinese New
Year, at home and at school. It’s a
unique holiday, and I look forward to
next year’s New Year.

https://www.mauritiusinsideout.com/mauritius-festivals.html

This year, fifth graders in Mr. Oliver’s
class and Ms. Campellone’s class
experienced Chinese New Year. My
amazing teacher, Ms. Campellone,
showered her fifth grade students
and other classes on the third floor
with fortune cookies. On top of that,
she gave her class red envelopes
with lucky wishes inside of them. Ms.
Campellone loves to learn about
other cultures and traditions, as well
as other holidays. Thank you, Ms.
Campellone!! Here is a little more on
Chinese Year 2018.
From “Back to the Future,’ by Bridgz
On CustomerSpeak (accessed 11-25-12).
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Holidays
When naming famous holidays, we
always think of very famous holidays
like: Christmas, Halloween, New
Year's Day, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter. Where is
Chinese New Year? Chinese New
Year is basically New Year’s Day,
but it is on a different day and in
Asian style. Chinese New Year is
similar to New Years Day, but also
VERY different.
Spring Festival
The Chinese New Year is also
known as the Spring Festival or the
Chinese Lunar Festival. Every Winter, over 1/6 (one sixth) of the
world’s population celebrate Chinese
New Year, including over 1 billion
Chinese citizens. Chinese New Year
is a 15 day festival starting on the
Second New Moon after the Winter
Solstice. Even though China adopted the Western Calendar in 1912,
Chinese New Year is the most important holiday in the country. The
largest Chinese New Year Celebration outside of China is in the U.S.
It's in San Francisco, California! San
Francisco and the rest of California
started big celebrations of Chinese
New Year since the Gold Rush in
1840, when Chinese immigrant
workers entered California in huge
amounts.
Preparations For Chinese
New Year
Before Chinese New Year, many
people prepare for the holiday. Most
people clean their houses to look
clean and scare away devils, which
is a legend. Chinese people also
hang Red and Gold on their doors,
sometimes with this Chinese Character, 福。It means happiness. Red
and Gold are the lucky colors for
China. Chinese people also buy new
shoes, clothes, get a haircut, and
pay off debts. It is like a brand new
year on Chinese New Year. These
are China’s “New Year’s Resolutions” compared to the western’s
New Year.

The Chinese Zodiac
If you’re a Chinese person, when you’re born, you are 1 of
the 12 animals in the Chinese Zodiac. An animal represents every
year. 2018’s Zodiac animal is the dog. Every animal has good
character traits. The 12 animals listed in order are: the rat, ox,
tiger, rabbit, DRAGON, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog,
and pig. Every 12 years, the animal will repeat. In 2000, the animal
was the dragon; it is considered the most important animal, because it was said that Chinese people were descended from the
mythical dragons. That’s why you will see dragons everywhere
during a Chinese New Year Parade. The rabbit is also important
because on the 15th day of the festival, Chinese people sometimes
make rabbit lanterns in honor of the Chinese Goddess, Chang E
(pronounced as uh). Every Chinese New Year, people will celebrate the new animal that year from the Zodiac.

Picture from Pixabay

Chinese New Years Eve Food Celebration
On Chinese New Year’s Eve, family and friends gather to feast.
For the feast, lots of different Chinese dishes/foods are made, such
as dumplings and buns. Dumplings show good fortune to you and
your family. Long noodles or rice are also a custom food. Some
Chinese people eat an egg, especially the elderly, for good luck
and a long life. During this feast, Chinese people wear red and
gold for good luck, and stay away from wearing black, because
black is connected to death. After the feast, parents, grandparents,
and any adult that is in your family, or in your family that lives nearby, is expected to give you a red envelope with $50, $100, or even
$200. The main purpose of the red envelope is not the money; the
main purpose of the red envelope is the red and gold shining envelope itself. The red and golden envelope gives you good luck for
the year, and wishes you good luck to live a long, happy life.

Image found on http://independent-liverpool.co.uk/
blog/the-ultimate-guide-to-chinese-new-year-inliverpool/
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The Night Before Valentine’s Day

A Fictional Story
By Amber Ent
It was the night before Valentine's Day 2014, and I couldn't fall asleep
because of strange noises that were
keeping me awake coming from somewhere downstairs. I didn't know who or
what was making them, so I decided to
check it out. I tiptoed out of my room.
When I got to the staircase, I heard the
sounds of laughter and talking coming
from below. That has to be my parents
throwing a late night party, right? I thought.
I decided to spy on them, so I
crept down the staircase slowly with my
back pressed against the wall. When I got
to the bottom of the steps, I looked around
and in my living room I saw my Barbie
dolls, Shopkins, slime, stuffed animals,
fidget spinners, and American Girl dolls.
There were pink streamers, heart-shaped
balloons, and candy wrapped in red, pink,

and purple. Dolls were dancing, drinking
tea, and playing party games.
My mouth dropped open, all my
toys were having a Valentine’s Day party.
I wanted to get a better look, so I took
another step closer, but the floor creaked.
All the toys turned and looked at me then
froze and fell to the ground. In my mind, I
knew what I saw. But now, I was starting not to believe it. Then I climbed
back up the stairs and went back in bed
and said, ''Finally, some peace and quiet!'' For a few minutes, it was quiet, but
then I heard some music down stairs.
Here we go again.

“In my mind, I knew what I saw. But now, I was
starting not to believe it.”

Valentine’s Day
By: Leah Hickman

What is it?
Valentine’s Day is held on February 14 every year in most parts of the world.
Valentine’s Day is also known as the Festival of Romantic Love. There is a interesting history to Valentine’s Day. The way people celebrate Valentine’s Day is
different all around the world. Read this article to find out more about the
holiday of love.
The Story Behind it…
Valentine’s Day dates back to the fifth century, and it was celebrated to recognize the death or burial of St. Valentine. The month of February has long been
the month of celebrating romance. St. Valentine has basically always been a
mystery. Churches say that St. Valentine is associated with finding love.
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What People Around the World Do to Celebrate It…
Here in the U.S., people give cards, chocolates, flowers and much more. In
France, people give and receive jewelry and go out on romantic dinners. In India,
people celebrate Valentine’s Day by expressing their love in ways such as dressing nicely for each other, sending each other packages and cards, and going on
trips with each other. Ways people celebrate Valentine’s Day in Brazil are, they
send romantic gifts to each other and stores and hotels have a lot of big sails and
promotions. Last but not least, in Australia, people give presents of all shapes
and sizes on Valentine's Day. In Egypt, people cover the streets in red using
hearts, chocolates, teddy bears, and more! That is how different places around
the world celebrate Valentine’s Day.

The Amazing Ms. Rhonda
By Hasini Nandyala
Hi my name is Hasini Nandyala, and I am a fourth grader in Mrs. Stab´s class.
Recently, I had the pleasure of interviewing Ms.Ronda. She is one of our amazing lunch
aids. I wanted to interview Ms.Rhonda because she is in charge of group A lunch/recess
for 4th grade. Luckily, I am in group A. I also wanted to because Ms. Rhonda is so nice. I
love this topic, and I am happy to interview the lovely lady.

How did you get the job of being a lunch and recess aid?
Ms. Ronda saw the job entry for being a MIS lunch aid, so she decided to do it.
And I’m just saying, I’m glad she did!
How much do you like your job on a scale of 1 to 10? Why?
Ms. Ronda gives her job a TEN, and she is being honest. She said the only thing that
would bring that number down is if the children are being mischievous. Everything else
is great. She also said it is a great experience working with all the kids.

How long have you worked here?
Ms. Rhonda has worked here for six years and is planning to stay here for a
few more years.
Did you ever work in any of the other schools in Bordentown School
District?
No, Ms. Rhonda has only worked at MacFarland as a lunch and recess aide.
She did do after care in Peter Muschal for some time, so that can also be a yes
and a no.
Do you have any children in the school?
Ms. Rhonda has five children and four of them have gone through this school,
and one is still in this school as a fifth grader.

Star
By: Leah Hickman

February is Black History Month
By: Tanvi Appani
The month of February is dedicated to notable African Americans throughout history. This month is also
known as “Black History Month.” Many schools teach
children about important black people, such as: Rosa
Parks, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Jackie Robinson, Frederick Douglass, Ruby Bridges, Booker T. Washington,
and Harriet Tubman, etc. Those are just a few of the role
models or agents of change that kids at MacFarland
learned about. Some fourth graders will choose to become these famous people in history during their wax
museum. Now that you know what month Black History
Month is, I hope you take time to honor or learn more
about important black people and their role in America’s
History.

You are a star
Shining in the night sky
The brightest light
In the darkest night
You are a leader
Always guiding the way
People will
follow you
When they don’t know where to go
You are a star

http://www.patheos.com
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We can’t forget
about our amazing
support staff !
They help us so
much and are so
sweet and kind!

Mrs. Bergen was a substitute teacher and then
she began working with
Ms. Campellone. Fifth
graders might remember
that Mrs. Bergen was a
substitute librarian early
last year. An embarrassing moment Mrs. Bergen
shared was she once
wore two different shoes
to school!:) Mrs. Bergen
loves children, and she
has two sons, Noah and
Lucas. Mrs. Bergen likes
to cheer kids on at their
basketball games, and
cheer them up. She is
also very kind and nice.

This is Mrs. DeCicco’s
first year as an educational aide; however, Mrs.
DeCicco has been a preschool teacher for ten
years! Mrs. DeCicco is
very kind, nice, and
cheers everyone up! Mrs.
DeCicco has a 16 year
old daughter named
Nicole.
Thank you!
By: Yining Lin
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AN INTERVIEW WITH AN AWESOME DUO!
(Mr. Michael Oliver and Ms. Colette Campellone)
By Yining Lin

This is Yining Lin, and this
year I have two outstanding
fifth grade teachers, Mr. Oliver
and Ms. Campellone! Here is
a little bit about these two
amazing teachers:
Q: How long have you been
teaching for?
A: I’ve been teaching for about
eight years. -Oliver
A: I’ve been teaching for about
24 years. -Campellone
Q: Have you always taught
in Bordentown?
A: No, I also taught in Pennsylvania. -Campellone
A:Yes, I’ve only taught in Bordentown. -Oliver
Q: When did you start teaching?
A: I started teaching January
2010. -Oliver (Thanks to Ms.
Campellone)
A: I started teaching around
1988.- Campellone
Q: What was your most embarrassing moment as a
teacher?
A: I slipped on the first day of
school in front of my
students. - Campellone
A:There are too many to
count.-Oliver
Q: What’s your favorite subject as a teacher to teach?

A: My favorite subject to teach
is Math. -Oliver
My favorite subject to teach is
Social Studies. -Campellone
Q: What grades have you
taught?
A: I’ve taught Kindergarten
through 8th grade. Campellone
A: I’ve only taught 5th grade,
but when I was a student
teacher, I taught middle school
and first grade. -Oliver
Q: Why did you want to be a
teacher?
A: My parents are both teachers, and I saw how happy they
were all the time, and I wanted
to do the same. -Oliver
A: I love learning, and felt I
had something to offer students to invite them to grow as
learners. -Campellone
Q: Do you have any plans to
stop teaching soon?
A: No, I love teaching! The
students teach me so much not only about life and being a
learner, but also about myself.
We have truly amazing students here at MIS. Campellone
A: No, I love my job more
than anything! -Oliver

Through the Years with Mrs. Corcoran!!
By Olivia Delaney

pixabay.com

Hello my name is Olivia Delaney and I chose to interview my fourth grade teacher, Mrs.
Corcoran, because she is a good teacher. I wanted to know a bit more about her. That’s
when things got very interesting!
How long have you taught fourth grade?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: This is my 13th year teaching
4th grade here in Bordentown.

What is your favorite thing about teaching fourth grade?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: My favorite thing about teaching 4th grade is
seeing the students growth throughout the year. I love teaching and
seeing the kids making progress makes me happy!
Why did you want to teach fourth grade?
Mrs.Corcoran responded:I was teaching 6th grade at Peter Muschal and
wanted to change to teaching all the subjects, so when there was an
opening in 4th grade, I asked to be moved. I am so happy I did that 13
years ago!
What is your least favorite thing about fourth grade?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: My least favorite thing about 4th grade is when
the students leave and go to 5th grade. I get attached to my students and
miss them when they move on to the next grade.
What do you love to do outside of work?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: Outside of work, I love to go to the beach and
plan Disney vacations.
Did you ever teach any place besides Bordentown?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: I taught in Prince George's County, Maryland
and Neshaminy School District before I came to Bordentown.
How long have you been teaching?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: I have been a teacher for 20 years now!
Have you always taught fourth grade?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: No, I taught 6th, 3rd, and 2nd grades before 4th
Grade.
Have you ever been a teacher’s helper?
Mrs.Corcoran responded: I was always a teacher and never a teacher
helper.

with Mrs.Stettner
By: Olivia Maloney and Lizzy Williams
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mrsdkrebs/7777976384

Q: Why did you come to MIS from PMS?
A: I was asked to move to MacFarland from Peter Muschal School at the end of last year.
Q: How long have you been teaching?
A: I have been teaching for almost 20 years. I took off about 10 years to raise my daughters,
Kacie and Kristin, and then I returned to teaching.
Q: What are your favorite subjects?
A: My favorite subjects to teach are probably math and writing.
Q: What made you want to become a teacher?
A: I believe I relate well to children, and I am good at explaining things.
Q: What is your favorite thing to do when you are not teaching?
A: I know it sounds like every teacher's answer, but my favorite thing to do is read. I love to
talk about books with my neighborhood book club.
Q: When you retire, what will you miss the most?
A: I will miss meeting and helping new kids.
Q: Will you change to a humanities teacher?
A: I will probably not change at this point in my career. If I did change to humanities, I would
teach Art class and my students know why! (Because of my perfect water bottles!)
Q: If you had to move to a new grade, then what grade would you want to teach?
A: I would want to teach third and fourth. Those grade and age levels are perfect.
Q: What is your favorite sports team?
A:Yankees baby!
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Q:What is your motto?
A: My favorite motto: There is a place for everything and everything in its place...
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Mennuti & Meyers Are So Sweet!
By: Paige Davis and Gavin Hart
Hello our names are Gavin and
Paige. We are blessed to have
two wonderful teachers like Mrs.
Meyers and Mrs. Mennuti—our
M & M’s. They are kind and
helpful to all their students. Enjoy
learning about our sweet t
teachers.
Q: When did you realize you
wanted to be teachers?
Meyers:I realized I wanted to be
a teacher when I was in 1st or
2nd grade. I loved to play teacher!
Mennuti: I realized I wanted to
be a teacher after I went to college. There, I met someone who
lived in California and taught; I
realized I wanted to do that, so I
went back to school.
Q: Is there anything that convinced you to be a teacher?
Meyers: I was convinced when I
was working for a local newspaper, and I had to go into schools
and cover special events. I liked
the idea of being a teacher and
that is what convinced me to be a
teacher.
Mennuti: I was convinced to be
a teacher because I love working
with children.
Q: As a teacher, what is the nicest gift/thing anyone has given
you?
Meyers: My favorite gifts to
recieve as a teacher are beautiful
letters from my students and parents. Once, I got a gift card to a
spa.
Mennuti: My favorite gifts are
coffee and all the beautiful pictures kids have made
me.
M&M’s pic: https://www.crazycandies.co.nz
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Q: How long have you been
teaching?

Meyers: I have been teaching
for 15 years. I started at PMS.
Mennuti: I have been teaching 14
years.
Q: Why did you want to be a
teacher?
Meyers: I wanted to be a teacher because I wanted to be a great
role model like my teacher was
for me.
Mennuti: I wanted to be a
teacher because they make
school fun for
kids.
Q: What was your favorite subject
when you were little?
Meyers: My favorite subject
when I was little was reading-hands down.
Mennuti: My favorite subject
when I was little was also reading.
Q: What is your favorite subject to
teach?
Meyers: My favorite subject to
teach is reading because I love
seeing how happy they get when
reading.
Mennuti: My favorite subject to
teach is science because I love
seeing kids get excited when doing an experiment.
Q: If you couldn’t be a teacher
what would you be?
Meyers: I would be an actress.
Mennuti: I would own my own
business like maybe a deli.

Q: When you were in school what
was your favorite grade?
Meyers: My favorite
grade when I was in school was
8th grade.
Mennuti: My favorite grade
when I was little was 4th grade,
because I had a great teacher

The New Trio
By: Emma Neville

The new trio at MacFarland Intermediate School is here! We
have Ms. Blasia, Ms. Anissia, and Mrs. Karen. First, let's listen
into Ms. Anissia’s facts about herself. Ms. Anissia hobbies are:
yoga, shopping, and sewing. She went to college at Kean University. Her main job is to be a support staff. Her favorite sport is
volleyball. Ms. Anissia’s favorite place to go is the beach. Her
dream job is to be a psychologist. Some of her favorite activities
to do are draw, shop, and sew. Her favorite things about her
class are the exciting ways they get to teach and learn. She
started this job in October of 2017 and loves it because she has
the opportunity to work with so many lovely children. Her favorite
thing about MacFarland is its location. She loves that it is in an
historic area. Ms. Anissa has one pet dog.
Now let's welcome Ms. Blasia! Her hobbies are dancing, listening to music, and watching T.V. She started teaching dance eight
years ago, when she was a senior in high school. She went to
college at Rider University and Fashion Institute of Technology. Being at MacFarland isn’t her main job. Her main job is
teaching dance. Her favorite sports are football, golf, and dance.
Her favorite place to go is Walt Disney World. Her dream job is
to be a choreographer in Disney World. Her favorite activity to do
is to go dancing with friends. Her favorite thing about her class is
working with her students and watching their growth. She has
one puppy named Angel. Ms. Blasia started her job at MacFarland this Thanksgiving. She loves her job because she loves to
see the smiling faces of her students daily! Her favorite thing
about MacFarland is this is where she went to school. Ms. Blasia
feels it is rewarding to come back and make an impact like her
teachers once did on her.
Last but not least, let’s welcome Ms. Karen! Her hobbies are hiking, reading, working out at the gym, and listening to music. She
went to college at Mercer County College, Ocean County College, and Miami/Dade University. She loves sports. Her favorite
sports are baseball, hockey, and football. Her favorite places to
go is anywhere there is a beach. Her dream job is to work at a
zoo because she loves animals. Her favorite activities to do is to
go hiking in the woods and listening to music. Her favorite thing
about her class is being about to work with kids. She has one
pet. A dog named Bowie. She started her job in November of the
2017-2018 year. She loves her job because she loves working
with the students and seeing how much they learn and grow
each and everyday. Her favorite thing about this school is how
nice everyone is.
Let’s give it up for the new trio!
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Ms. Kelli Rocks!
By Kinsey Hofrichter

The Halftime Show
at Super Bowl
52
By: Isha Amin
Every year on the first Sunday of
February, millions of Americans are
sitting on the couch, munching on
snacks, and watching the Super Bowl.
During Super Bowl 52, Justin Timberlake performed during the Halftime
Show, which was held at the U.S. Bank
Stadium. His performance started with
him surrounded by lasers. He performed his new album—Man of the
Woods and songs like Can’t Stop the
Feeling. Timberlake’s dancing was on
spot. He had many dancers dancing
with him. For his final song, Can’t Stop
the Feeling, he walked into the crowd
and started to dance to the song. The
Halftime Show was amazing!

She’s kind! She’s smart! She’s
funny! She’s Ms. Kelli! This wonderful teacher works in Ms.
Timtishin‘s classroom with the
fabulous trio that fellow newspaper-staffer, Emma Neville ,mentions in her interviews.
Ms. Kelli enjoys working with kids
and that’s what made her want
this job. Some of Ms. Kelli’s
hobbies include singing, dancing,
and shopping. She also has a
baby Pitbull. Aww!

pink, and her favorite animals are
horses and miniature pigs. Both
animals very cute. These are just
some of the things that make the
wonderful Ms. Kelli who she is!

Ms. Kelli’s greatest fear is drowning. Yikes! I agree! Her favorite
food is oxtails. Mmm! Also, her
dream house would be a mansion
with a lazy river moat. Super cool!
Now that’s something I’d like to
see! Ms. Kelli’s favorite color is

PATRICK SMITH/GETTY IMAGES)

iPhone X
By: Kashika Manak
The new phone which
Apple produced is exciting for
everyone who hears about it. The
iPhone X’s has many new features, and features from the iPhone Eight are the reasons why
everyone’s wildest dreams have the iPhone X in them.
The first new feature of the iPhone X is face recognition or face ID. This feature
allows you to unlock your phone as soon as you open it. This feature can recognize you even
if you apply the wackiest things on your face. Connected to face ID is Animoji. This lets you
send a talking emoji with different creatures and animals. This is connected to face recognition because the camera needs to capture all of the movements your face makes.
The second new feature of the iPhone X is that there is no home button. Therefore, to
take a screenshot you need to press down the volume buttons. You can get to the home
screen by swiping down on the white or black bar which is always located at the bottom of
the screen.
The iPhone X also shares some similarities with the iPhone Eight. One cool feature is
scanning QR codes with square mode in camera. Which will bring you to that website in
Safari. Several other features are portrait lighting mode, marking up a screenshot, and taking
a picture while you are on FaceTime.
As you can see, the new features in the iPhone X and the features this new phone
shares with the iPhone eight makes it the star of every show.
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Winter Poems
By Joshua Moore
Winter
Wonderful
Icicle's
Time for snow
Every kid is happy
Really snowy

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiFile:Achterdieksee_Eiche_Ostufer_ki/(Winter)-01.jpg

Christmas
Christmas Time
Hanukah
Rings
Incredible Presents
Santa Claus
Trees with Ornaments
Many Gifts
Angels
Singing Songs
-

Pic

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiFile:Achterdieksee_Eiche_Ostufer_ki/(Winter)-01.jpg

A WORD WITH OUR STUDENT TEACHER, MS. CIFELLI
BY: ISHA AMIN
Ms. Cifelli is a student teacher for both
Mrs. Parkinson and Mrs. O’Leary. I sat
down and asked her a few questions.

Q) What are your plans for your teaching career?
I really want to teach at an elementary
school. I want to teach Kindergarten to
fifth grade.
Q) Why do you want to teach? I want to
teach because I’ve always loved working with students.
Q) Is there a certain school you want to
teach at?
There isn’t really somewhere I want to
teach, but I definitely want to stay in
New Jersey.
Q) What is your favorite part of teaching?
I really enjoy when the kids have that
“AHA!” (that’s what I call it) moment,
and they understand what I am teaching them. It makes me feel really good
that what I’m teaching is getting to the
kids.
Q) What is your favorite subject in
school?
My favorite subject is math.
Q) What is the most satisfying thing
about teaching?
The most satisfying thing is being able
to make a positive impact on a child’s
life and their education.
Q) When did you start wanting to become a teacher?
I wanted to become a teacher about a
year and half ago, when I was 22.

Q) Is there someone who inspired you
to become a teacher, if so, who?
My second grade teacher really
inspired me to become a teacher. She was also my friend’s
mom, so I knew her personally,
too.
Q) What does it take to become
a teacher and is it difficult?
There is a lot of studying and
hard work involved. I also had to
get experience in teaching,
which is what I am doing right
now. It is an adjustment because I was so used to being
the student that it was weird
becoming the teacher.
Q) What are your hobbies outside of school?
I like to go outside in the fresh
air. I really love to watch movies
in a movie theater.
Q) Do you like to do any sports
or outdoor activities?
I really like walking to places
close to my home, like the
beach.
Q) Where is your favorite place
to be and why?
I love to go to Disney World with
my family. We usually go there
for a vacation every few years. I
have a lot of fun and a lot of
memories.
Thank you, Ms. Cifelli!
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NFL News
By Jayce Palumbo

Julia MancusoA World Renowned
Olympic Skier!!
By: Riddhi Rajpal
Many people are competing in the
2018 Winter Olympics this year, and
Julia Mancuso is just one of the most
remarkable competitors. Julia Mancuso was born on March 9,1984 in
Reno, CA to Ciro and Andrea Mancuso. Mancuso has been on the USA
Alpine Skiing Team for about 14
years now, and it is about to be 15!
Julia Mancuso has captured more
skiing major championship medals
than any other woman she has four
Olympic and five World Champion
Medals. Can you believe Mancuso is
currently the most successful American woman in Olympic Alpine Skiing
history? Quite a big achievement
but….. that’s not all this woman has
accomplished!
Many people admire her for her
freedom, and how she lets loose
when she is skiing! It is safe to admit
this girl has a talent for skiing! Did
you know Mancuso was the first
American female skier with three
Olympic Medals in Alpine Racing?
Although Mancuso has accomplished
so much, she has not been living a
perfect life. Her father was recently
been released from prison in 2000,
but, before that, Julia had been going
through a lot of depression not having her father with her at her competitions and award ceremonies! A
famous quote by Julia is “With me, I
feel like I’m lucky to ski, but I love it
not just for competition but for the
thrills, the outdoors and the whole
vibe. Everything I do is just part of the
adventure.”
Julia Mancuso’s sponsors are:
Spyder, Squaw Valley USA, US Ski
Team, Go Pro, and Tape
Julia Mancuso’s equipment sponsors
are: POC, Leki, and Stockli
Article’s Source: usskiandsnowbord.org
Pics: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Julia_Mancuso_2.jpg
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Antonio Brown was carrying the Steelers to their 13-3 record after coming
back to win 39-38 against their division rivals, the Ravens. Antonio
Brown had 11 catches for 213 receiving yards! He had no touchdowns but
he played great! The Steelers made
the playoffs but lost in the divisional
round to the Jacksonville Jaguars 4542 in a neck-to- neck game. Even
Antonio Brown had a great game. He
had 7 catches, 132 yards, and 2
touchdowns. His longest catch that
game was 43 yards which was also a
touchdown.

In December, the Miami Dolphins beat the New England
Patriots 27-20 in an unexpected win. A cornerback for
the Dolphins had 2 interceptions, which was his 4th in 2
games! A wide-receiver for the
Dolphins, Jarvis Landry, had 8
catches for 46 yards and 2
touchdowns!
Pic: https://nflspinzone.com/2017

Adam Thielen has been one the
NFL’s best receivers this year for
the Minnesota Vikings. The Vikings were 13-3 in the regular
season and made it to the NFC
Championship game but lost to
the Eagles 38-7.
Pic: https://dawindycity.com/

Todd Gurley was an
MVP candidate in the
NFL, but the Los Angeles
Rams were eliminated in
the NFC Wild card game
vs the Atlanta Falcons,
26-13. He led the league
in rushing yards and reception touchdowns for a
running-back. Gurley’s
longest reception touchdown was 80 yards vs.
the Tennessee Titans!
Gurley also won AP Offensive player of the year, while teammate Aaron Donald won AP Defensive player of the year.
Pics https://ramblinfan.com/2017

Every NFL
fan is probably
looking forward to
the 2018-19 season of the NFL. Super Bowl 53 will be
played in the Atlanta Falcon’s Stadium. Everyone
wants their team in
the Super Bowl, so
why shouldn’t I?
(Go Steelers!) https://
www.freepnglogos.com

Fly Eagles Fly!!
Congratulations to the Philadelphia!

Most people reading
this are thinking: “What
about the Philadelphia Eagles who won Super Bowl
52? When are you going to
mention them?” Well, here’s
your answer: NOW!! The
Eagles won Super Bowl 52
in Minneapolis against the
New England Patriots, 4133. My newspaper teacher
Mrs. Scott probably isn’t too
happy to see this because
her favorite team is the New
England Patriots (Sorry Mrs.
Scott). The Super Bowl MVP
was Nick Foles, the quarterback, of the Eagles. Foles
statline was 373 pass yards,
3 passing touchdowns, 1
reception, 1 receiving yards,
and 1 receiving touchdown.

When the clock hit
double zero’s in the fourth
quarter, the city of Philadelphia went absolutely crazy!
At the parade in Philadelphia, to celebrate their first
ever Super Bowl, more than
two million people showed
up to honor their Eagles! Fly
Eagles Fly!! Congratulations
to Philadelphia Eagles!

South
Korea
2018 Olympics!

By Hasini Gokavarapu

Did you get your suitcases ready and put on
some catchy k-pop music
because the Winter
Olympics moved to
Pyeong Chang, South Korea?
This was the second
time South Korea held
the Olympics. I’m here to
give you some post Olympic news!
The Olympic dates
were set for February 925. You might have seen
the Olympics on NBC or
Youtube TV if you have a
subscription. There were
the usual events as well
as three new events including: big-air snowboarding, mixed-doubles
curling, and freestyle
skiing. The opening ceremony was at 8:00-11:00
western time.

The countries who
competed were the usual,
but Nigeria and North
Korea competed as well.
As most of you know,
Russia didn’t compete
because of a scandal involving doping, or using
performance enhancing
drugs; thus, athletes that
didn’t get caught were
allowed to compete, but
under the name “Olympic
Athlete from Russia” and
wore neutral colored uniforms.

http://clipart-library.com/
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Top Book Series for
2017-2018
I’m Conall McManimon and
I have taken a vote for the
top book/series of 20172018. The votes were counted. The top book /series of
2017-2018 has been decided by the majority of the
school.
The votes were super close,
but we do have a winner.
This year’s top book series
of 2017-2018 is The Who
was...Series.
Thank you to all the
teachers for voting, and
thank you to all the students for voting. I hope you
are happy with the results.
Thank you again for participating. I think this series
deserved to win!!! Thank
you again!

Bob the Unicorn and
the Terrifying Tale of
Cream Cheese
By:Gabby Cuccia and Erin Braun

Once upon a time there
was a unicorn named Bob. Bob
loved everything. The only thing he
didn’t like was cream cheese. Bob
had a white coat of fur with a frosting blue striped mane and tail. Bob
was kind of chubby and plump. He
also had a thick white horn with .
His eyes were the cutest thing you
could ever imagine!
One day, he went to school and he
was starving!
“At least lunch is soon,”
he thought.
When it was lunch time,
he looked on the menu.Cream
cheese bagels! Cream cheese
smoothie! Bob was furious! He
couldn’t tell because he hadn’t
been mad before. Then he walked
into the kitchen like nothing was
wrong and he asked the kitchen
worker,
“Do you have any sparkle
berry blast punch with meatloaf?”
And the kitchen worker
replied, “No, only cream cheesy
things!” Bob stomped on the
ground. Everyone gasped. They
never saw Bob mad.
When he got home, he
threw his backpack on the ground
(Luckily it was Friday, no homework!). He took a lot of snacks and
stormed upstairs. When he got
upstairs, he turned on the television opened a bag of Doritos and
slouched down.
“Bob! Dinner time.” his
mom shouted.
replied.
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“Okay! I’m coming.” Bob

When he got downstairs,
he smelled it.
CREAM CHEESE ! Cream
cheese steak, cream cheese
dipped watermelon, and cream
cheese popsicles for dessert. Bob
nearly gagged.
“I’m sorry sweetie, but this
is all we have. You know the law-cream cheese only, so we had
cream cheese flavored steak,

cream cheese dipped watermelon,
and leftover cream cheese with
popsicle molds. I’m sorry.”
Bob’s mom broke it down for him
softly. Bob made a pouty face. He
sat down at the table.
“Mom can I have the last
flavoring pill? It is the last one.”
Bob asked.
“Sure! Be careful. Take it
with water.” Bob’s mom replied.
Bob read the box, it said the last
one lasts forever. He took it.
When he sat down he
crossed his fingers. He took the
tiniest sliver, and it tasted like meatloaf. It was his favorite! When he
tasted the smoothie, it tasted like
sparkle berry punch! His favorite
drink! It lasted forever! It was too
good to be true! He lived the rest of
his days eating his favorite meal. It
never bothered him to eat the
same thing every night. In fact,
bob loved that meal more than
anything! When he was an old unicorn, the flavoring pill still worked
and the cream cheese law was still
down and he was happy.
The End !

https://pixabay.com/en/users/KaylinArt-4168618/

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST-ROCKSTAR-PROFESSIONAL LOCKER CUT-

2017-2018 Educational Support Staff of the Year!!
By Reagan Ludwig
1: Why did you get into counseling?

I also wanted to be a teacher, but it was way too hard. I went back to school and became
a counselor, which seemed like a better fit.
2: Why did you choose a career to help kids?
It just felt like something that I would be good at and enjoy.
3: Did you always want to be a counselor?
No, I wanted to be a Rockstar and still do. (Mr. Priano sings and plays guitar like a
Rockstar!!)
4: What are some of your hobbies outside of school?
I like to play the guitar and skateboard.
5: How long have you been a counselor at MacFarland?
I have been counseling students at MIS for 12 years.
6: If you could choose any other job, what would it be?
Clearly, I am aiming for Rockstar.
7: Why would you choose Rockstar?
It just seems that it would be pretty wild and another way to connect with people.
8: Do you like turtles and tacos? ( Random question!!)
Yes, I love turtles and enjoy tacos. (For clarity, Mr. Priano is not saying he likes turtle
tacos.)
9: When you were a child, what was your favorite subject in school?
As a kid, I really enjoyed math. Numbers are cool!!
10: Why do you enjoy cutting locks off of lockers?
I don’t know why, but it is just really fun. I have grown to enjoy the challenge and the
chance to help students get into their locker.

Speechless...

Fictional Story
By: Kashika Manak
“ La la la la … crack! La la la
la … crack,” broke out on the radio
next to Emerson. Her birthday this year
was unbearable, everything small and
big was ruining a time for her happiness. At the moment, a song she liked
came out the wrong way from the radio, which boiled her brain.
This all started with her mom
leaving Emerson at her cousin’s house.
Twelve year old Emerson’s mom had
to leave to find a better home than the
old, crooked and dusty cottage the two
lived in. But at Emerson’s cousin’s
house, her cousin went on vacation
with her friends, leaving Emerson in
the unhygienic house alone. ¨EW,¨ said
Emerson grossed out. All she could do
was sit in the junk room beside the
broken radio.
The cracked clock struck twelve,
all the junk and cobwebs felt still and
yet moving at the same time. Emerson

was confused and felt light-headed.
She stood up from the black floor filled
with spiders and dropped to the floor to
lay down once
more.
¨I hope mom comes back before the
clock turns to one¨ whispered Emerson.
Emerson was trying to think of
hopeful thoughts, but she could only
think of discouraging thoughts. Those
gloomy thoughts also included her
mother leaving her alone in the disgusting junk house forever. A ringing
sound bombarded Emerson’s head. The
sound was just the doorbell. As she
wearily opened the door, she jumped
happily to see her mother.
Emerson’s mom grabbed onto and
ran with her. When all of the running
came to a stop, her mom closed her
eyes and in front of Emerson was a
blue, bright moon shining on the light
blue sparkling sea. To Emerson, it
looked like early morning sunlight
hitting the fresh, pure dew. It was the
best birthday after all, including the
best gift-- a new home.
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Reviews: A Wrinkle in Time Book vs. Movie By Reagan Ludwig
Do you like stories that are filled with fantasy and suspense? If so, than A Wrinkle in Time
is the book for you. This awesome book is a magical, suspenseful, gut-wrenching story
with a lot to offer. A Wrinkle in Time is about a young teenager named Meg who lost her
father years ago. But one stormy night, Meg gets a strange visitor who turns her world
upside down. Join Meg, her little brother Charles, and their best friend Calvin in the journey of a lifetime to not only save her father, but save the entire world. Will they be successful, or when they fall, will they bring the world with them? Read A Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine L’ Engle to find out.
“ Who’s Mrs. Whatsit?” asked Meg the night her world turned around forever. That is one
of my favorite quotes from the book. It really shapes the plot of the story because Mrs.
Whatsit may become a major character in the story later on. Hint... hint. Meg is a very
sensitive person. She is very headstrong and gets very agitated when people like her
principal asks about her father. She also fails school and her teachers think that she is
dumb. But in reality she is very bright. There are many exciting settings in the story. All of
which are AMAZING!!!!!
I really like the book A Wrinkle in Time because it has a lot of detail and is easy to
follow. I really like how the author used really creative names for the three women in the
story but still kept the book simple—yet full of amazing detail.
One thing I did not like about the book is that the story starts off very slow and
doesn't get really that interesting until Chapter 5 of the book. Stick with it. I do recommend
this book to readers because it is really interesting and a great read. It really is awesome.
The movie A Wrinkle In Time was a very good adaptation of the book. It followed the
story appropriately by making sure that some parts were exact and some of them weren’t.
One of my favorite parts was when Mrs. Which showed Meg about the IT. The IT is the
anger inside all of us. When you let the IT in, it tears you apart. So remember, do not let
the IT get to YOU. I do recommend this movie to people who like action and emotional
movies.

BAD MAGIC– BOOK REVIEW BY MISHA CHOU
Do you hate magic? Twelve year old Clay
does. Ever since his brother somehow
disappeared, Clay blames magic. When
Clay and his brother, Max-Ernest, were
little, they always practiced and learned
how to do magic tricks but when MaxErnest is no longer in touch with Clay, he
has nothing to do but hate magic. If you
like fantasy and adventure then this
book is just for you!
Bad Magic by pseudonymous bosch—
bestselling author of the Secret Series, is
about Clay going to a summer camp
called Earth Ranch. When Clay is blamed
for writing “Magic Sucks” on his teacher’s wall, he has no other choice but to
do what he is told. Earth Ranch is a camp
for kids like Clay , doing things they
shouldn’t be doing. (Clay didn’t actually
write “Magic Sucks” on his teacher’s
wall, he was just blamed.) At first, Clay
didn’t really want to go because he
wanted to spend his whole summer
riding his skateboard but his parents
forced him to. He realizes that Earth
Ranch is something he never expected.

https://geekmom.com/2018/01/judging-wrinkle-time-cover/

https://www.booktopia.com.au/bad-magic-free-preview-the-first-10-chapters
--pseudonymous-bosch/prod9780316320399.htm

Clay is very independent in my
opinion. The one thing I dislike about
Clay is that sometimes he doesn’t have
the courage to speak up for himself.
Even so, Clay is smart and good at cracking codes. He realizes that there is something mysterious about Earth Ranch and
he is willing to figure it out.
I definitely recommend this book because it includes so many intense moments that all you want to do is keep on
reading. The way the author writes is
really unique because it’s like he is actually talking to you. The one thing I dislike
about Bad Magic is that it’s hard to tell
whose point of view the book is in. At
first, I thought the book was in a character’s POV, like Clay’s friend or something, but then I realized it is in the author’s POV. If you like fantasy, adventure
and mystery then you should read Bad
Magic.
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Winter 2018 Movies
By Aryahi Chikkala
Reviews from Comingsoon.net
This March movie is based on the 1962 novel
by Madeleine L'Engle .Talk about Fantasy. This
review is from Comingsoon.Net. This is a
movie that you will always remember. This
movie is about a 13 year-old Meg Murry and
her brother Charles who are looking for their
long lost father. Their father went missing five
years ago when he discovered a new planet
and used the concept known as a tesseract to
travel there. Joined by Meg's classmate Calvin
O'Keefe and guided by the three mysterious
astral travelers known as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs.
Who and Mrs. Which, the children take a
brave, dangerous journey to a planet that
possesses all of the evil in the universe. This
movie is for Science Fiction fanatics.
Pictures and some reviews from Empire

This February movie is based on Beatrix Potter’s
British fairy tale. Talk about cuteness, this movie gets
better and better each time you see it. Peter Rabbit's
feud with Mr. McGregor reaches new heights as both
compete for the affections of a kind animal lover who
lives next door. As Mr.McGregor tries hard to capture
the quirky and fiesty rabbit, he keeps failing and Peter
and his friends escape. Guess who’s starring as Peter
rabbit? —Everyone’s favorite, James Corden. The
movie’s slogan: “He’s got a taste for adventure really
stands out!”
This February movie was also a comedy about
the early ages. If you are a fan of claymation
and Shaun the Sheep then this movie is for
you. As said on Earlyman.movie, “A plucky
caveman named Dug, his sidekick Hognob
and the rest of their tribe face a grave threat
to their simple existence. Lord Nooth plans to
take over their land and transform it into a
giant mine, forcing Dug and his clan to dig for
precious metals. Not ready to go down
without a fight, Dug and Hognob must unite
their people in an epic quest to defeat a
mighty enemy -- the Bronze Age.”

This January film, was a comedy,
comedy, comedy—acccording to Malvern Theatres. Settled in with the
Brown family, Paddington the Bear is a
popular member of the community who
spreads joy and marmalade wherever
he goes. One fine day, he spots a popup book in an antique shop -- the perfect present for his beloved aunt's
100th birthday. When a thief steals the
prized book, Paddington embarks on an
epic quest to unmask the culprit before
Aunt Lucy's big celebration.

21

21

MacFarland’s Favorite Pet
By Tanvi Appani

The votes are in!! This is Tanvi Appani from
Mrs.Stettner’s class in fourth grade. After a
schoolwide vote, we came to the conclusion that MacFarland’s Favorite Pet is… the

dog!
Below are the majority of classes that
voted:
5th grade
Scott/Eugene: Dogs
Parkinson: Dogs
O’Leary: Dogs
Mennuti: Dogs
Meyers: Dogs
Oliver: Dogs
Campellone: Dogs
4th grade
Stettner: Dogs
Kuzel: Dogs
Van Bruggen: Dogs
Corcoran: Dogs
Mcall: Dogs
Peretz: Dogs
Stab: Dogs
Payton: Turtles/Lizards
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ELPAT Comic Books
By Misha Chou
Every year, fifth grade ELPAT
students are given the task to
create a comic about an animal
that lives in New Jersey and that
is either endangered, threatened
or special concern. We spread
awareness for the foundation
Conserve Wildlife of NJ. Each
fifth grade student picks an animal that they do research on to
create a comic. The comic must
include how the animal is being
conserved and their status/
explanation. As an ELPAT student, I chose an animal
(invertebrate) the Eastern Fairy
Shrimp. Animal choices are a
variety of amphibians, mammals,
reptiles, and invertebrates. The
comics were finished and sold
sometime during February.
As I said, the fifth grade ELPAT
group made comics to spread
awareness to the foundationConserve Wildlife of NJ. This
foundation’s mission is to protect
animals/species that are rare,
endangered, threatened, or special concern that live in New Jersey. CWONJ wants to make
sure to protect any animals that
are close to extinction.

DUCKS
By Larry Hart
Mallards
Here are some facts about mallards. Did you know that mallards have really loud calls? Who do you
think is louder the male or the female? A female mallard also known as a hen is louder than a male duck
also known as a drake. When a hen lays her eggs, she lays 9 to 12 buff colored eggs. They hatch in
about 28 days. After drakes abandon their hens, they often gather on large wetlands. They remain there
until they molt. In winter, mallards of the North are usually in open rivers. Mallards of the South can be
found in wooded swamps in the winter. Did you also know several drakes attempt to breed with a single
hen? Another name for a male mallard is green head and for a hen mallard another name is Suzie. Any
mallard can go by quacker. The largest breeding populations are found in the prairie pothole region of
the United States and Canada.
Eating Ducks/Mallards
Have you ever eaten duck? The eating quality of mallards is excellent. Mallards have mild tasting breast
meat and are the best eating of all ducks. Ducks have a richer or some say gamier tasting meat than
chicken.

American Black Duck
Did you know that a black duck is all black except for a little purple on its wing. The American Black
Duck lives in freshwater and saltwater. The American Black Duck eats crustaceans, acorns, small grains
and last but not least aquatic plants such as wigeon and eelgrass. The nests of American Black Ducks
are on man-made platform trees and also on the ground. When they nest on the ground, they put dead
plants where it is. They return to the same nest every year . Also when American Black Ducks nest on
land, their nests are like a couple yards . Also they defend their breeding area. The black duck migrates
the first year they are born in September and October. They lay about nine creamy eggs at a time. The
babies hatch in about 26 days.
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Make Sure to Wear Green
By Misha Chou

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on March 17 every year. It is celebrated to remember Saint Patrick, one of Ireland's patron saints, who ministered Christianity in Ireland during the fifth century.
Why green?
Why do we wear green on St. Patrick’s day? We wear green because St. Patrick revealers thought that wearing green would make them invisible to leprechauns, fairy creatures who would pinch anyone they could see. Now, people would pinch anyone who wouldn’t wear green as a reminder that
leprechauns would sneak up and pinch them. Blue used to be the original
color that everyone wore because Henry the VIII claimed to be King of Ireland in the 16th century, and his flag at that point would have been blue.
Saint Patrick
Saint Patrick was born 387AD just south of Hadrian’s Wall in Britain. Yup,
Saint Patrick isn’t Irish! When he was a teen, he was captured by Irish pagans
and enslaved for six years. He eventually did escape and returned back to his
hometown in Britain. It is said that Patrick was a saint, and he Christianized
many people. Saint Patrick died on March 17, 461 AD. This is why we
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on March 17th. Make sure to wear green on this
day to honor St. Patrick and be invisible to leprechauns!
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Emma Goodrich’s
Jokes
Knock! Knock! Who’s there? Britney Speares
Britney Speares who?
Knock! Knock! Who’s there?
Britney Speares
Britney Speares who? Oops, I did it again!!!
1. Why did the dog fall in love with a tree ?
2. Why did the mushroom go to the party?
3. What did the tomato say to the other tomato during a
race?
4. What did one snowman say to another snowman?
5. What do you call a sleeping dinosaur?
6. What do you call a singing computer?
7. What do you call a seagull that flies over a bay?
Answers:
1.Because they both have a lot of bark to them

The Fourth Grade Newspaper Staff on the Talent Show

By: Mishka Kapoor
It finally arrived... the Talent Show at Bordentown
Regional Middle School. You're probably wondering
if anyone on the newspaper staff participated. Here
are a few things we staff members did alongside
other students from MacFarland during the Fourth
Talent Show to “show off” our talent:
I, Mishka Kapoor, did a dance to “It’s a Party in the
U.S.A” with Carlene, Alicia, and Addison.
Emme, Brynn, Samantha, Selin,Tyler, and Jackson
all did a creepy dance to “Calling all the Monsters.”
Emme was a Ballerina Zombie.

Olivia D. performed a solo ballet dance to a song
called “Our Same World.”
Olivia also did a hula hoop dance with Lizzy. It is a
mix of “Hula Hoop” and “Roller Coaster Ride.”

2. Because he was a fungi.
3. You better ketchup.
4. Do you smell carrots?
5. A dino-snore
6. Adele
7. A bagel

Riddles

By Jeremy
Moore
Q What song lyrics does Santa like to sing?
A You beard-er not watch out, you beard-er not cry.
Q What did the sheep say to Santa?
A “Seasons bleating.”
Q How do Christmas trees keep their breath fresh?
A They suck on an orna-mint.
Q What do vegetarians wish for at Christmas?
A Peas on Earth.
Q What kind of vacuum does Rudolph use?
A A hoofer.
Q What did Santa say to Mrs. Claus when he looked out the window?
A It looks like rain dear.
Q Why is Santa so good at karate?
A He has a black belt.
Q What reindeer can you see on Valentines day?
A Cupid.
Q Why do mummies like Christmas so much?
A Because of all the wrapping.
Q What reindeer can you see in outer space?
A Comet.
Q Which one of Santa’s reindeer is the fastest?
A Dasher.
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Tanvi played the piano. The songs she played were
“Riding on a Mule” and “Dandelion”.
These are just a few kids who wanted to tell you their
talent. It was a wonderful night. Hope you liked the
Talent Show. Good luck to all of you who choose to
do the Talent Show next year as fifth graders.

Holiday Word Search
By: Ella Lutz
ICUDOWNJZQLZIDYYMGWY
ZEHYCKNIZVBKNAZAPZLT
UYXAJEHGSBYVDAMDNSNF
HNAPNKQEYXBSEILSEOQB
EFNDGUEKMWNYPNAUWBSZ
YOCNLRKRGATYEICBYMCL
MZRJSAOARKBGNBTMEVYI
GUXHCGIEHSLTDXFUAZLT
DWARYFTRAZPHEOYLRIBW
MTEXLEUOOAMWNILOSKNI
XDKUVMKQTMHMCCTCLXQY
QFHTIYVRZFEWERVVCZDK
TAJAOBICSBCMDRETSAEL
GSIJZCHRISTMASKNJFSR
CUFTKLITTWBWYWUOQOWG
EYADSENITNELAVMTCKOH
BYAZBCCZYBPNLFRUGWNB
IYCRMPYJQHZNAWODENIW
HTIFFENIGAJMBGXMQFEH
IXIUMSEIAUDWQXXJXBYJ
CHANUKAH
CHRISTMAS
COLUMBUS DAY
EASTER
INDEPENDENCE DAY
KWANZAA
MEMORIAL DAY
NEW YEARS
SAINT PATRICK DAY
VALENTINES DAY
VETERANS DAY
Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com

Christmas Jokes
By Joshua Moore
How do fish celebrate Christmas?
They hang reefs on the door.
What do tigers sing on Christmas?
Jungle Bells.
What is the best Christmas toy?
A broken drum set-you just can’t beat it.
What do gnomes do at home?
Their gnomework.
What do you call bankrupt Santa?
Saint Nickel-less

What does Santa like to do at the garden?
Hoe, hoe, hoe!
Which one of Santa’s reindeer can be
found on Valentine’s Day?
Cupid
Which one of Santa’s reindeer can be
found in space?
Comet
Why don’t elves eat candy?
Because they wanted to have good h-elf
What did Santa say to a stressed snowman?
Chill out
Why were the people running away on
Christmas?
They found a missle-toe
What is a boulder’s favorite Christmas
carol?
Rocking around the Christmas tree

Winter Jokes

Why did the boy leave his trumpet in the
snow?
He liked cool music.
What can you catch in the winter with you
hands in your pocket?
A cold
What did the ice say to the car?
Let’s go for a spin!
What is a snowman’s favorite drink?
Ice tea
What kind of ball can you throw but not
catch?
A snowball
How do snowmen greet one another?
They say,” Ice to meet you.”
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Knock,knock.
Who’s there?
Icy.
Icy who?
Icy you!

Top Readers for December, January, and February

December’s Top Readers

January’s Top Readers

February’s Top Readers

Kashika Manak

Kashika Manak

Kashika Manak

Taigh Berton

Simond Lulu

Giselle Pecht

Ceilidin Manigrasso

Sahil Meka

Jeremy Moore

Emerson Magby

Jeremy Moore

Mishka Kapoor

Shriya Machanpalli

Alexis Thiel

Corrin Arnold

Olivia Scott

Elizabeth Williams

Tyler Brown

Hope Richardson

Eidma Chowdhury

Nayla Rivera

Brian Rossi

Hope Richardson

Brianna Servellon

Tyler Rossell

Tiffany Matthews

Tyler Rossell

Rebecca Method

Edward Carpenter

Kendal Lampman

Kristy Palacios

Rebecca Method

Dominic Lins

Leah Hickman

Jayde Rios

Kyle Kashella-Petty

Nick Carlini

Joseph Lobello

Haley Crowell

Austin Genes

Madison Blumenthal

Elizabeth Ulrich
Meredith Bolinger

Congratulations to all the top readers.
Keep on reading!! March was also
Read Across America Week!!
Our school did an amazing job!! Find out
more in the next edition.
Copyrights -Students used original or school photos of the staff they interviewed. Clipart was free/fair use and addresses were given. Pixabay, Getty images,
Creative Commons were all sources for pictures throughout. Jokes and riddles are from student memories and various joke sites such as: https://
www.emailsanta.com/jokes-for-kids/christmas-jokes , https://www.whychristmas.com/fun/cracker_jokes..
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