
 

Interested in an Honors Diploma? 

Below is board policy 4.602 that details the specifics regarding ranking: 

At Cheatham County Schools, there are 3 levels of academic achievement 

acknowledged at graduation plus state distinction: 

 

1. HONORS:  

-Must have 3.0 GPA 

regardless of classes 

taken (see #5 in policy) 

-Noted on 

diploma/transcript 

-Option to purchase cord 

for graduation 

-Automatically qualifies 

for HOPE Scholarship (via 

state legislation) 

 

2. HIGHEST RANKING: 
-Must take classes noted 

in #1 in policy and 

maintain 3.0 GPA 

-Receives same as 

honors 

-Can also purchase a gold 

tassel 

-NOTE: Do not depend 

on your counselor to 

make sure you have all 

the classes you need for 

class ranking—check 

your schedule against 

the policy. 

-It must be the individual 

responsibility as each 

student has unique 

scheduling needs an no 

one schedule (cont’d). 

 

 



 

 

(cont’d) is a “highest ranking” 

schedule.  Please carefully 

check each year. 

3. VALEDICTORIAN & 

SALUTATORIAN: 

-Very specific guidelines are 

set for only 2 people.  See #3 in 

the policy. 

4. STATE DISTINCTION: 

-Must have a “B” average +1 of 

the following:  

 National or state 

industry certification 

 Governor’s school 

 All-state musical 

organization 

 National Merit finalist 

or semi-final 

 31 or higher ACT 

 Score 3 or higher on 

2+ placement exams 

 Earn 12 or more DE 

credits 

-Tell guidance to ensure 

recognition 

 

5. VOLUNTEERISM: 

-10 hours of community 

service each semester during 

high school can be recognized 

at graduation 


