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March is Youth Art Month. Every art teacher in
Maine can choose one piece of student artwork out
of the whole school for the Portland Art Museum. The
piece that Mrs. R chose is by Evan Verrill. It is a penand-ink drawing of flowers. Evan put A LOT of work
into the drawing. The effort he put into it was
EXTRAORDINARY! His drawing shows great creativity.
The opening reception will be on March 7th, where
Evan will receive his certificate. The student art show
will be up for the month of March. It is worth seeing!
The Portland Museum of Art is at 7 Congress Square in
downtown Portland

Upcoming Events

Spirit Week
March 2nd to March 6th
Monday - Red & White Day: Wear red and white like the Cat in the Hat!
Tuesday - Fox In Sox Day: Wear fun socks and show them off!
Wednesday - Thing 1 & Thing 2 Day: Pick a friend and dress the same!
Thursday - Read My Shirt Day: Wear a shirt with appropriate words to school!
Friday - Cat in the Hat Day: Wear a crazy hat or a crazy hair style!

Next Parent Connection Meeting

March 18th – 7-8 PM

These meetings are always a great way to meet other parents and get
involved with Great Falls. Meetings are held in the Great Falls School
Library.

GREAT FALLS BOOK FAIR

March 9th- March 13th

The Scholastic Book Fair will be returning to Great Falls this year! It
will be held during the week of Spring Conferences in the Great
Falls Library. Don’t forget to stop in before or after your
conferences to find new books for your readers!

Great Falls Incoming Kindergarten Events
2015

Welcome to Kindergarten! These events will be held at your neighborhood
school. To find out your school, please go to
http://www.gorhamschools.org/transportation/ or call the Transportation
Office at 893-2547. For specific questions regarding these events, please
call Great Falls Elementary at 222-1050.
March 5th
Parent Information - Great Falls Gym
6:00-6:30
Registration & K screening appointments
6:30-7:00
April 13-17th
Screening by appointment:
You will make your appointment for the screening on March 5 at your school.
Great Falls School 222-1050
th

News from the Nurse’s Office
Health Updates
The health office has been very busy as students return following
the February vacation. We are still seeing students with fevers
and getting reports of a few influenza cases.
Please remember to keep your child home for at least 24 hours
after their last fever (without the use of Tylenol or Ibuprofen to
bring down their temperature). If you suspect your child may
have influenza (cough and fever, body aches, weakness) it is a
good idea to contact their doctor to see if a prescription for
antivirals such as Tamiflu is in order. Antivirals, if started soon
after onset of influenza, can shorten the length of illness time.
Also, I am getting a few reports of head lice, which seem to pop
up more following travel and sleepovers. It is a good idea for you
to check your child's hair periodically, and I am happy to check
students at school if they seem to be itching and scratching their
heads a lot. Sometimes it is hard for parents to see head lice
at home without a good source of light. If you are uncertain, feel
free to call me if you would like your child to be checked at
school.
Beth Ewing, MEd, BSN, RN
Great Falls School Nurse

Great Falls School was the
lucky recipient of a huge bag
of new knitted mittens and
hats donated by Central
Maine Power Co. The knitted
goods were put to immediate
good use during these snowy
and cold days of winter.

From the Learning Lab:
Math ~ Skills for Life
Children learn a wide range of new math skills every year in school and teachers help
them make connections to real-life situations. Parents can help children develop solid
mathematical understanding by exposing them to math in every day interactions.
Money
What Can Parents Do?
Give your children a small allowance and let them spend some while saving some as well.
Teach them to keep a record of their "income" and "spending" much
the way adults do. This will provide important practice with
computation skills and will help to develop an understanding of the
value of money.
Include children when you visit the grocery store or eat at
restaurants. Looking at receipts and bills will help them to develop a
broader understanding of how money works in every day situations.

Telling Time and
Understanding Elapsed Time
What Can Parents Do?
Keep at least one analog clock in your home and teach your children to use it. It is also helpful
to use a variety of ways to say time. For example, say, "quarter past ten" instead of "ten-fifteen."
Building vocabulary will lead to increased understanding.
Holding children accountable for their time is important. If you say
that they have ten minutes to complete their chore, or a half an hour to
finish their homework, set a timer and stick to it.
The more we use the language and practice the concepts of time,
the more meaningful it will be for our students.

Understanding Measurement
and Conversions
What Can Parents Do?
Cooking is one of the best ways to help children learn the skills they need
to be able to measure and convert units of measure accurately.
Building with children, be it bird houses or bookcases, is a fun way for kids
to learn how to use tools and provides meaningful practice of math skills.
Using cups and gallons, inches and feet can be tricky, and adding the
metric system makes it even more so. Exposing children to real life situations
that utilize these skills will make for long lasting learning.

Great Resources for Families:
http://www.parentfurther.com/resources/enewsletter/saving
http://artfulparent.com/cooking-kids-35-fun-ideas-recipes
http://builtbykids.com/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/preschool/tellingtime.html
FUN daily math problems for ALL levels of learning!
http://bedtimemath.org/

Flat Stanley Around The World!
By Landon B.
I interviewed Mrs. Sturgis’s 2nd grade class about Flat Stanley. The
class read about Flat Stanley and made their own. Ryan, a 2nd grader,
told me that the first week they got them, they were able to color them.
After that Ryan said that they got to send them to their family members
around the world. Then the people they sent them to will take pictures
of Flat Stanley in a really cool place, and send the pictures back to put
on the blog. Ryan said that the students and others can go on the blog
at home: http://flatstanleysturgis.blogspot.com/

Kindergardeners Growing Lima
Beans

By Kylee K. and Shawn M.

Mrs. vanLuling’s class has been
growing Lima Beans. They planted
the seed at the beginning of
January. They planted them in a
plastic bag with a napkin to start.
They were reading a book about
seeds, so they decided to grow
some themselves! The class has
been taking very good care of their
plants. Even in the winter they can
still grow plants!
Seeds have started
to sprout!

Writing about our plants.

The Iditarod: The Toughest Race on Earth
By Andrew S.
Students in Mrs. Stanley’s classes are following the
Iditarod. It is a famous dog sledding race. The race is in
Anchorage, Alaska. The temperature there right now is 24
degrees F, which is warmer than Maine lately. Because of
the high temperatures, the race had to be re-routed! The
race starts on March 7th. It is 1,000 miles long. The breeds of
dogs used are usually Husky, Malamute, and Mutt. There is a
big prize for the winner. The class will follow some of the
racers’ journeys using GPS data. They will track their progress on a
map.
The class also has their own Iditarod challenge. The students
are working in groups and they get math problems to solve as a
team. If they complete the problem correctly, they get to move
their team marker along on the Iditarod trail. They can travel
further if it was a more challenging problem. They have also been
tracking and graphing the temperatures in Alaska and Maine!

Climate Research
By Megan and Lilith
Miss Leeper’s class studied
weather and climate in science. The
students worked in groups to
research climate data for five
locations around the world. They
created a brochure with information
about each one. They found data
online. They also wrote to try to
persuade Miss Leeper which location
would be the best for a vacation
spot. The students told us that they
enjoyed working together and
creating the brochures.

On February 12, 5th graders from
all three Gorham schools went on
a snow tubing field trip. It was a
day filled with outdoor fun!

The Snowy Days
By Izzy
There was a snow day on the last week of January. It was a big blizzard! We had so
many days off from school we only had two days of school that week or something like
that. It was so fun! It took us a long time to shovel our deck.
Once we were done my brother and I jumped off. I got stuck it took me a while to get
out! It was up to my waste! My brother jumped behind me so I tried to race him to the
top he kept grabbing my leg!
We had another snow day on Monday, and a two-hour delay on Tuesday. I hope we
have a full day of school! I built a fort with my brother. It got covered with snow
because it snowed again. The snow got deeper and deeper. It got destroyed from my
brother jumping on it. Later we rode snowmobiles and I got stuck. So he had to get me
out. I watched him because I was so cold from the snow flying at me. After that I fell
off the snow bank and got stuck! These are the things I did in the snow days!

Healthy Living With the Maine Red Claws
On Friday, February 13th, there was
a whole school assembly.
Representatives from the Maine
Red Claws came to talk about how
they stay healthy and fit to play
basketball. They brought a special
guest, Crusher, to help show the
students healthy stretches and
exercises they could do indoors,
even when the weather is too poor
to go outside.

Book Reviews
Sisters
by Raina Telgemeier
Report by Marin G and Lily R
If you like graphic novels, traveling, and funny events, then this is the book for you!
Sisters is a book about the authors life, and it’s also a sequel to the book, Smile. In
this book Raina and her family take a trip to Colorado for a family reunion. Raina
has to deal with being in a car for one week with no one except her family. Raina
wants a little sister, but when she gets one, she regrets asking for one. In this book
Raina’s family also has some family problems to deal with. Her father gets laid off
from work, her parents are thinking about splitting up, and Raina and her sister,
Amara, are struggling to get along. Once Raina gets to the family reunion, she
realizes that her sister isn’t such a pain after all.

Dogs of War Book Review
by Quinn and Nick

If you like animal fiction books than Dogs of War by Sheila Keenan is a
good book for you. It is graphic novel, but still just as good as a chapter
book!
It is about three dogs, Boots, Loki, and Sheba. The book is made up of
three different stories, one for each dog. Each dog is in a separate war
and they all serve different purposes. Boots is a military medic dog, Loki
is a sled dog, and Sheba is an attack dog.
We rate this 4 and a half stars out of five, because it is action packed
and we love animals!

The Twits Book Review
by Ali L. & Hannah O.
If you like short and really funny books then you will love The Twits by Roald
Dahl.
The Twits is a mean, cruel and funny book that is a short read. If you have
enjoyed other books by Roald Dahl then you will love this book. “Mr. and
Mrs.Twit are the smelliest, nastiest, ugliest twits in the world. They hate
everything except playing mean jokes on each other and catching innocent
birds to make bird pie.”
So if you want a short, funny book we would recommend The Twits. Their
such twits!
We would give this book a four and a half out of five stars because it gives you
a great laugh on every page.

