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SUSPENSION
The Plaquemines Parish School Board recognizes its authority to maintain good
order and discipline within the schools of the school district. Therefore, the board
authorizes the school principal to suspend a pupil for a specified period of time in
accordance with statutory provisions. The term of suspension may carry over into the
next school year, when necessary, unless otherwise provided for in state statutes.
In each case of suspension, the school principal, or designee, shall, prior to any
suspension, advise the student of the particular misconduct of which he/she is accused
as well as the basis for such accusation, and the pupil shall be given an opportunity at
that time to explain his/her version of the facts. The principal/designee shall contact the
parent, tutor, or legal guardian of the pupil to notify them of the suspension, and establish
a date and time for a conference with the principal or designee as a requirement for
readmitting the pupil. Notice shall be given by contacting the parent, tutor, or legal
guardian by telephone at the telephone number shown on the pupil's registration card, or
by sending a certified letter to the address shown on the pupil's registration card.
If the parent, tutor, or legal guardian fails to attend the required conference within
five (5) school days of notification, the truancy laws shall be effective. On not more than
one occasion each school year when the parent, tutor, or legal guardian refuses to
respond, the principal may determine whether readmitting the pupil is in the best interest
of the pupil. On any subsequent occasions in the same school year, the pupil shall not be
readmitted unless the parent, tutor, or legal guardian, court, or other appointed
representative responds.
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In any case where a teacher, principal, or other school employee is authorized to
require the parent, tutor, or legal guardian of a pupil to attend a conference or meeting
regarding the pupil's behavior and after notice, the parent, tutor, or legal guardian willfully
refuses to attend, the principal or his/her designee shall file a complaint, in accordance
with statutory provisions, with a court exercising juvenile jurisdiction.
When a pupil is suspended for a second time within one school year, the principal
may require a counseling session be held with the parent and pupil by the school
counselor. If no counselor is available, the conference may be held with all the pupil's
teachers and the principal or other administrator.
Any pupil, after being suspended on three (3) occasions for committing any
suspendable offense during the same school session, shall, on committing the fourth
offense, be expelled from the public schools of the parish until the beginning of the next
regular school year, and the pupil's reinstatement shall be subject to review by the school
board.
The principal shall promptly advise the superintendent or designee of all such
suspensions, stating the reasons for the suspensions. No suspended pupil shall be
allowed to leave the school premises during the school day until a parent, guardian, or
other proper authorities assume responsibility for him/her, unless immediate removal from
school is warranted due to danger or threat of disruption to academic process.
The principal and other appropriate personnel shall be required to file written
documentation of all suspensions. Said documentation shall include the circumstances
surrounding any suspension, the reason for suspension, and any other pertinent facts to
the superintendent or concerning the disciplinary action. The principal shall file copies of
his report with the superintendent, other appropriate personnel and the parent or guardian
and retain a copy for his records.
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Any parent, tutor, or legal guardian of a pupil suspended shall have the right to
appeal to the superintendent or designee, who shall conduct a hearing on the merits.
The decision of the superintendent on the merits of the case, as well as the term of
suspension, shall be final, reserving to the superintendent the right to remit any portion of
the time of suspension.
Any pupil suspended shall receive half of credit earned for school work missed for
whilerisuspehfledifUpph return to school, pupils Avill be given a specified amount of time to
make up the work equal to the number of days the pupil was suspended. It is up to the
student to get the work from the teachers. If a student makes up work after the prescribed
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of the principal and teachers.

Upon the seizure by any teacher, principal, school security guard, or other school
administrator of any firearm, knife, or other dangerous implement which could be used as
a weapon or inflict injury, the principal or his or her designee shall be required to report
the confiscation to appropriate law enforcement officials. The intent to use a firearm or
other dangerous weapon shall be reported immediately to the appropriate law
enforcement officials as well as notification given to the superintendent.
MANDATORY SUSPENSION
T

he principal shall be required to immediately suspend a pupil who is found

carrying or possessing a firearm, the blade of which equals or exceeds two (2) inches in
length, or other dangerous instrumentalities, or possesses, distributes, sells, gives, or
loans any controlled dangerous substance governed by state law, in any form. A student
who is found carrying or possessing a knife with a blade less than two inches in length
may be suspended; however, in appropriate cases such student, at a minimum, shall be
placed in in-school suspension. A student shall immediately be suspended for intent to
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use a firearm or other dangerous weapon. Additionally, the principal shall immediately
recommend the pupil's expulsion to the superintendent, as state law has mandated
expulsion for certain offenses, except in the case of a student in kindergarten through
grade 5 who is found carrying or possessing a knife with a blade two (2) inches or longer,
the principal may, but shall not be required to recommend the student's expulsion.
School officials, in accordance with statutory provisions, shall have total discretion
and shall exercise such discretion in imposing on a pupil any disciplinary actions"
authorized by state law for possession by a pupil of a firearm or knife on school property
when such firearm or knife is stored in a motor vehicle and there is no evidence of the
pupil's intent to use the firearm or knife in a criminal manner.
Whenever a pupil is formally accused of violating state law or school disciplinary
regulations by committing battery on any school employee, the principal shall suspend the
pupil from school immediately and the pupil shall be removed immediately from the
school premises without the benefit of required procedures, provided, however, that such
procedures shall follow as soon as practicable.
RECUSAL OF ADMINISTRATOR IN DISCIPLINE MATTERS
Any school administrator or administrator's designee who is required to make a
recommendation, decide an issue, or take action in a matter involving the discipline of a
student shall recuse themselves whenever a member of the immediate family of the
administrator or administrator's designee is involved in any manner in the discipline
matter. In case of recusal, the action to be taken shall be done so by the Superintendent
or an impartial designee of the Superintendent.
Immediate family means the individual's children, brothers, sisters, parents,
and spouse and the children, brothers, sisters, and parents of the spouse.
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SUSPENSION NOT APPLICABLE
Suspension of a student shall not apply to the following:
1.

A student carrying or possessing a firearm or knife for purposes of
involvement in a school class, course, or school approved co-curricular or
extracurricular activity or any other activity approved by appropriate school
officials.

~2T

A student possessing any controlled dangerous substance that has been
obtained directly or due to a valid prescription or order from a licensed
physician and with prior approval of the school principal. However, such
student shall carry evidence of that prescription or physician's order on his
person at all times when in possession of any controlled dangerous
substance which shall be subject to verification.

SUSPENSION OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Suspension of students with disabilities shall be in accordance with policy JDF,
Discipline of Students With Disabilities.
Ref:La. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§17:223, 17:416, 17:416.1, 17:416.3; Goss v. Lopez, 95 S.Ct.
729 (1973); Regulations for Implementation of the Exceptional Children's Act,
Bulletin 1706, Louisiana Department of Education; Board minutes August, 1999.
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