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Welcome back Bulldogs!
This issue of the Bulldog Reporter is filled with news about
the exciting changes of this school year. Hopefully through
all the stress and sadness that the end of the summer brings
you can enjoy what each one has to offer!
Good luck on a great year!

Inside this issue:
Page 2: Read about two new teachers at CHS.
Page 3: Heard a little bit about the Refugee crisis
and the war in Syria? Chris Walton shares his opinion.
Page 4: Upset about the new cell phone policy?
Read about how it might not be as bad as you think.

CHS Welcomes New Principal
By: Sophia Stivala

Page 4: Want to be a doctor, nurse, or medic? This
new club may be for you.
Page 5: Read about two more new teachers at CHS.

It’s safe to say that our CHS community was very upset
when Mr. Daher retired last year. Some even shed a tear.
But like every change, there are two ways to look at it.
Exciting things are coming our way, and leading them is
our new principal, Ms. Tana Smith. Hopewell Valley Central High School welcomes her to our family.

Continued on page 3

New Teachers for a New Year

Page 6: Check out how some CHS students spent
their summer.
Page 7: Read about two more new teachers at CHS.
Page 8: Read about one more new teacher at CHS
Page 8: See why you may be hearing more about
volleyball.
Page 9: Interested in joining a club? Check out this
list.
Page 10: See what the girls’ tennis team has been up
to.

By: Skyler Rossi
The first couple weeks of school are a hustle and bustle for everyone. We are nervous about finding friends in our classes and managing our school work. But through the crazy first days of the month
of September, we tend to forget that there are other people that are
nervous too; new teachers.
This year, there are 12 teachers joining our community. In this special feature of The Bulldog Reporter, read about some hobbies and
passions of seven of these educators to better get to know them!

Continued on page 2

Page 10: Catch this inside scoop regarding the future
of Welcome Back.
Page 11: Want to be a lawyer? This club would be
perfect for you.
Page 11: Learn about some new changes at our
school.

New Teacher Highlight:

Ms. Deirocini

Ms. Grace Deirocini is teaching English I and English III honors during this school year.
Fresh out of college, this is her first teaching job.
She graduated from The College of New Jersey in
May with a Bachelor of Arts in English Secondary
Education.
Ms. Deirocini most looks forward to getting to
know her students. She hopes to cater her lesson
plans to fit their personalities and likes/dislikes to
make for better discussions and easier understanding.
When she isn’t correcting grammar or finding the
theme in a novel, she may be watching documentaries, crafting, listening to Coldplay or cooking.
She plans on parasailing, travelling to Paris and
taking a cross-country road trip.
Ms. Deirocini hopes to teach her students about
the importance of self-advocacy. “You cannot rely
on someone else to do or communicate something
for you,” she said. “If you need help, have a question about a grade, or feel you are being treated
unfairly, it is crucial that you stick up for yourself
and voice your concerns.”
And, to go along with this, she advocates for support. “I want my students to know that they are
more than just a face in a crowded classroom,” she
said. “I care about their success and want them to
see that success in the English classroom will benefit them for the rest of their high school careers
and beyond.”
Good luck, Ms. Deirocini, and welcome to
Hopewell!
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New Teacher Highlight:

Mr. deWolfe

Mr. David deWolfe is teaching geometry and geometry honors during this school year. He has
been teaching math classes all the way from Algebra I through Pre-Calculus for nine years.
Mr. deWolfe is excited to get to know his students and fellow teachers. He also says that he
is excited to be teaching at such a well-respected
high school.
When he isn’t crunching numbers, he might be
running, hiking, biking, studying astronomy,
gaming, or travelling. He hopes to travel to the
summer Olympics, meet a few of his favorite
authors, and receive a personal invitation from
NASA to help on a Mars mission. He also is a
huge Star Wars/Star Trek fan.
Mr. deWolfe actually traveled the country for
two years as a professional runner. He hopes to
join the coaching staff of Cross Country and
track teams eventually.
In the classroom, he hopes to inspire his students to fall in love with Geometry, and math in
general. He encourages them to play brain teasers, like Sudoku.
“[Geometry] can often seem intimidating at first
and I take a lot of pride in watching my students
discover they enjoy Geometry and love it by the
end,” he said. “I will push my students to take
risks, respect and encourage each other.”
Good luck, Mr. deWolfe, and welcome to
Hopewell!

Continued on page 5
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Smith… Continued from page 1
Ms. Smith has always wanted to be a part of the
teaching community. Actually, when she was younger, she used to play school all of the time. She ended
up pursuing both math and teaching during college.
Ms. Smith has been a part of the district for twelve
years. She started in the district as a math supervisor for three and a half years, and then she moved
to Timberlane Middle School as a vice principal for
four years. Before coming to CHS, she was the principal for Tollgate Grammar School for four years,
where she made tremendous success in raising the
school’s programs’ rankings.

routines, culture, and layout. Luckily, she just has
to relearn what she knew in the past as a supervisor
and vice principal, as well as anything new that has
happened since she has been gone, so she expects a
smooth transition.
Ms. Smith’s goal for this new school year is to get to
know the students and staff by being present often.
She plans to see students at events, activities, lunch,
and even walk-throughs during classes. She also will
study how students interact with teachers as well as
among themselves to better help her get to know
them. She used a similar technique in Tollgate, and
found it very beneficial. Lastly, she hopes to make
the school even better than it already is and to make
sure that it keeps moving forward.

For this upcoming school year, Ms. Smith is excited
to work with the students, as well as to reconnect
with the staff again. Ms. Smith is also excited to see It’s pretty clear that we are going to be in great
the current juniors and seniors again, as well as get- hands this year. Good luck, Ms. Smith!
ting to know the freshmen and sophomores.
Although there are some challenges to being a new
principal at the high school, Ms. Smith is ready to
face them. She knows that she has to learn the new

of the world as infrastructure has been destroyed, including
much needed hospitals. The Syrian government has specifiBy: Chris Walton
cally targeted hospitals in bombings, and as a result many
towns are without doctors even as bombings continue on a
Five and a half years of constant war in Syria has not begun daily basis. The Assad regime has also used chemical weapons in the form of poisonous gas dropped in bombs, resultto settle despite the neglect it has been receiving in maining in horrific injuries. This has resulted in the death of alstream news. With the election coming up, the Islamic
State and Syria have taken a backseat in America’s political most half of a million people, and a further twelve million
Syrians have become refugees.
discussion and news coverage. However, the war has not
taken a backseat in Syria, where it continues to ravage a
We are used to hearing about the four to five million refusplintered country.
gees who have made it out of Syria, the majority of whom
live in neighboring countries (Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan).
Following a recent Turkish invasion into Northern Syria,
Over a million of these refugees have made the treacherous
the Islamic State has become noticeably weaker as it has
journey to Europe, although hundreds die each month atlost territory and manpower. Unfortunately, this does not
tempting to cross the Mediterranean. Over seven million
mean the end of the conflict is near.
Syrians are refugees but have not made it out of the counWhat began as a series of protests turned into a full blown try, making them extremely vulnerable.
civil war as the authoritarian Syrian government led by BaThe United States recently announced that it has achieved
shar al-Assad began violently suppressing widely popular
protests. Rebel military groups began rising up within parts its benchmark of accepting 10,000 Syrian refugees, but this
of the country, then came the Islamic State (also referred to is not enough. This represents less than 1% of the total
number of Syrian refugees, despite the United States conas ISIS).
taining approximately 5% of the world’s population. If the
United States wants to be a global leader, it must be a leadThe Islamic State seized upon the instability in Syria and
er on all fronts, including this current refugee crisis.
began taking large parts of territory, further complicating
the war. Major Syrian cities have been cut off from the rest

War in Syria Rages On

Continued on page 12
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Please Silence Your Cellphones
(But Only for a Little While)
By: Skyler Rossi
For most students here at CHS, the new cell phone
policy has us grumbling and grimacing. The seniors
especially, who have enjoyed three years of phone
freedom, are upset with the new policy. But through
all the complaining, we need to stop and see that
turning off our devices is actually good for us, and
staying focused will become easier when there isn’t a
constant distraction at our side.

stead? Your teacher is going on about logarithms and
you’re thinking, “I’m never going to need to know
this,” and start playing Candy Crush. Well, I bet that
night when you pulled out your homework it looked
like a foreign language. If only you had run out of
lives earlier that period…
I do it too. So many times have I been a culprit of sitting down to study and pulling out my phone instead.
I tell myself that I’ll only scroll through tweets for five
minutes, but the next time I look at the clock, thirty
have passed. I never get anything done when my
phone is near my side.

Also, think about the time we’ll save. When teachers
say to get a head start on the homework, we might
The policy is actually not set in stone yet. Principal
Tana Smith said that the current policy is for this year actually do it instead of checking Twitter and Instagram. Then at night when we get home, there will be
only, and may or may not change in the future when
the district cell phone committee decides on the pre- more time to relax.
cise policy.
Let’s face it--social media, games, and other apps are
addicting. They’re mindless and slightly entertaining
For those of you who don’t know the current policy,
and they eat up hours of our day without us even realMs. Smith told it to me. She said, “Cell phones will
izing it. Giving up our phones during academic hours
not be used in class during academic time or in the
discipline office. However, students are free to contin- is a small price to pay for a better education.
ue as they have in the past using their cell phones
I know this policy isn’t desirable. It’s easy to get disduring lunch, in the hallways and in study hall. ”
tracted and it’s fun to text in class. But like every
Think about it. How many times have you been lost in change, it’s going to take getting used to. I think that
this one will benefit us in the long run.
math class and decided to pull out your phone in-

HOSA Comes to
CHS

junior Erica Otters.

This year will be HOSA’s inaugural
year here at CHS. HOSA was created
By: Sophia Lo
by senior Will Flemming. After his
interest in medicine was sparked, he
eventually became an EMT after takDid you know that “sphenopalatine
ganglioneuralgia” is what doctors call ing a course at Rutgers and passing
brain freeze? Do you know how para- the state certification exam. Since
medics treat a pneumothorax? Do you then, he has been volunteering at
Hopewell’s Fire and Emergency Mediknow why an EpiPen can save
cal Services Department.
someone’s life? To find out the answers to these questions and more,
join Hopewell’s chapter of Health Oc- When Flemming was asked about why
he created the club, he said, “There
cupations of America (HOSA)!
are so many students who are interested in medicine, and there aren’t
HOSA Future Health Professionals
aims to prepare students who hope to many courses or clubs at school where
become doctors, nurses, pharmacists, they can learn in-depth about the
or even medical researchers by teach- medical field. Hopefully, the club will
ing about the medical field. Through- be able to teach students about the
many opportunities in the medical
out the year, the club plans to invite
field and give them the information
guest speakers who have been working in the medical field while teaching they need to begin their future calessons on basic medical procedures, reers.”
medical terminology, and more. These
Hopewell’s HOSA Chapter plans to
classes will be taught by certified
attend at least one conference during
Emergency Medical Technicians
the school year. Conferences are held
(EMTs), senior Will Flemming and
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at the state and national level. During
conferences, members of HOSA compete in competitive events including
first aid, life support skills, and biomedical laboratory. Other events involve written tests in areas like pharmacology.
Each year, HOSA hosts their International Leadership Conference where
students from around the world can
compete against each other in competitive events and attend workshops,
and see exhibits hosted by healthcare
professionals. Their 2016-2017 International Leadership Conference will
be held from June 21-June 24 at Disney’s Coronado Springs in Orlando,
Florida.
Meetings will be held on Mondays
during lunch in Room 301. If you have
any questions, contact Will Flemming
at williamflemming@hvrsd.org. Hope
to see you there!
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New Teacher Highlight:

New Teacher Highlight:

Mr. Holland

Ms. Masterson-Damm

Mr. Joshua Holland has joined the ATLAS program
this year as an English teacher. He is teaching all
four levels of this program.

Ms. Catherine Masterson-Damm is our school’s
new ceramics teacher. She is teaching Ceramics I
during the 2016-2017 school year. Her current students may know her talents with clay, but I’m
guessing they don’t know much else.

Mr. Holland has been teaching for four years. He
previously taught English 9 and 10, Media Communications, and Read 180 courses at Willingboro
High School. There, he advised the school newspaper.
He plans to inspire his students to love English
through creative and explorative outlets.
“I strive to bring literature to life and give students the opportunity to showcase their unique
skills,” he said.
When he’s not correcting grammar and investigating character meanings, you may find him listening to music, hiking, camping, or playing roller
hockey (if it’s one of the three nights his league
meets). He plans to hike the Batona Trail in the
Pine Barrens, visit Yellowstone National Park, and
travel to Iceland.
This guy literally rocks. Mr. Holland writes and
records his own original music, plays over four
instruments, and performs on a somewhat regular
basis. He even recently performed at a sold out
rock concert at World Café in Philadelphia!
Mr. Holland is eager to become integrated into our
school community and get to know his students
and fellow teachers.
“I’m always willing to go out of my way to help
people,” he said. “I like to make things easier for
others and to help make the school (and world) a
better place.”
Good luck, Mr. Holland, and welcome to Hopewell!

The Bulldog Reporter

Ms. Masterson-Damm has been teaching high
school art classes for ten years. From classes like
Art I to Cartooning, she has had her share of teaching art to inspiring artists. She was previously employed at Ewing High School.
A longtime resident of Ewing, Ms. MastersonDamm grew up and attended high school there.
She is excited to join the community of Hopewell
and meet the students here.
When she isn’t spinning the wheel in the ceramics
room, she is most likely to be found photographing, working out, listening to Led Zepplin or
spending time with her family. She hopes to travel
to Italy, own a house by the water, and learn how
to play the guitar.
On a particularly funny note, Ms. Masterson-Damm
has a dog named Peeve so she can introduce her as
her “pet Peeve.”
Ms. Masterson-Damm is excited about teaching at
Hopewell. She plans to keep ceramics fun and exciting.
“I hold high expectations of my students and get
them to think outside the box,” she said. “I keep
them motivated so they want to succeed.”
Good luck, Ms. Masterson-Damm, and welcome to
Hopewell!

Continued on page 7
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After asking some students what the most memorable parts
of the trip were, it was almost unanimously the connections
By: Julia Drake
they made and the kindness of the Kenyan people. Junior
Sierra Kochersperger, talking about a poignant moment for
In July, several HVCHS students and Global Connections her on the trip, said, “Dr. Angwenyi had scheduled for evemembers grabbed their safari hats and followed Dr. David ryone to be a part of a ribbon ceremony to open up a boreAngwenyi to Kenya for two weeks. While they had the op- hole that had been built a few months prior. We were waitportunity to take in all the beautiful scenery, their main
ing and a few students started dancing with the Kenyan chilmission was to make lasting connections with the people
dren. We decided to make a circle so more kids could be a
and visit different schools to talk to students and underpart of the dance. We were just swinging our arms and
stand what life and education is like for them in Kenya.
kicking our feet but it kept growing until it even contained a
few village elders. I loved how something as simple as muFirst, the students flew into the capital Nairobi. They visited sic was connecting us so completely.”
a local orphanage and the Thika School for the Blind. The
Thika School for the Blind pulls students from all over
This is Dr. Angwenyi’s sixth time organizing and leading
Kenya, some who are fully blind, some who are partially
the Kenyan Experience Trip. This year was especially
blind, and even some that are fully able.
memorable because they launched the Global Connections
Center, an educational diplomacy center that would be a
Senior Avery Bell, reflecting on the visit, said, “It was so
home for the American and Kenyan students located in
incredible to see the abled students working with and assist- Nyanchonori, Dr. Angwenyi’s home village. Dr. Angwenyi
ing the disabled students. At one point, we met with all the says, “I realized that I can help expose my students to a
students in their dining hall and one blind student sang a
broader understanding of the world besides teaching them
song for us. It was beyond beautiful. Both the students and Biology. The trip allows students to see the conditions unstaff of the school were so welcoming, and so grateful for
der which I grew up as well as give them an opportunity to
our presence and the braille books that we had brought for experience first-hand the struggles of many students in the
them.”
developing world. In turn, it is my hope that our students
will gain a greater appreciation of the opportunities they
Next, they traveled north to Nakuru. In Nakuru, they went have and realize their role in making the world better by
to two secondary schools, one public school called the
working hard in their studies so as they can become probLanga Langa Secondary School and one private all-girls
lem solvers.”
school called the Moi Forces Academy. This was actually
the first school that Dr. Angwenyi, who was born and
Hopefully the connections made on this year’s trip will
raised in Kenya, taught at. Afterwards, they drove through continue to inspire HVCHS students to make the world a
the Rift Valley to a small village named Nyanchonori where better, more joyful place.
Dr. Angwenyi grew up.

CHS Students Travel to Kenya
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New Teacher Highlight:

Mr. Merino

New Teacher Highlight:

Ms. Pellowski

Ms. Melanie Pellowski is our new TV production teacher.
She is teaching Introduction to TV/Video Production,
TV/Video Production 2, and TV/Video Production 3.
While this is her first teaching job, she has been out in
the field for the last ten years working on a Rhode Island
high school sports show and covering Division I athletics for the Patriot League.

Mr. Jorge Merino has joined our special education
staff this year. This is his first full time teaching
job, and he couldn’t be more excited about it. He
is teaching all four subjects.
When he is not brightening the day of his students, you can find him hiking, doing yoga, cooking, or reading. He is quite the mountain climber,
having climbed Mount Marcy (the highest mountain in NY State) and El Morado in Chile. He plans
on traveling back to Chile to adventure through
Los Torres Del Paine, earn his Masters in Educations, and compete in a CrossFit competition.
Mr. Merino plans to get active in our community
here at CHS. He will be volunteering at football
games in the fall, so keep a lookout for him near
the turf.
Above all, Mr. Merino plans to make important
connections with his students.
“My goals for the students in the classroom will
be to improve their social skills and to develop
more independence in their everyday life,” he
said.
Good luck, Mr. Merino, and welcome to Hopewell!

Ms. Pellowski plans on extending the TV/Video network
at our school by creating more productions run by TV/
Video students. She wants to pinpoint every aspect of
videoing, from filming to shooting to editing.
“While learning and sharing stories about others in the
community, I hope that my students will building confidence and skills that will help them in other subjects
and all future endeavors,” she said. “Good communication is a lifelong quality that breeds success in any career.”
When she is not broadcasting, she might be running,
boxing, rollerblading, writing, reading, or baking. She
plans on meeting/interviewing the entire original cast of
Beverly Hills, 90210 and writing a bestselling novel. She
has completed two marathons, one of them being the
Boston Marathon. A fun fact about her is that she is getting married next summer.
Ms. Pellowski pursued a career in journalism because
she is in love with learning, and in the field, she learns
something new every day. She says that teaching is the
perfect combination because she gets to teach others
what she knows while still learning from her students
what they enjoy and care about.
“I always wanted to share good news wherever I was
working, and I think there is a lot of good news to be
shared in Hopewell Valley,” she said.
Good luck, Ms. Pellowski, and welcome to Hopewell!
Continued on page 8
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New Teacher Highlight:

Mr. Sullivan

Girls’ Volleyball Gaining Power
By: Johanna Lange
As students prepare for the school year to

Mr. Michael Sullivan is joining the technical
kick back into gear, the fall sports have aleducation staff this year. He is teaching Furready begun their seasons, Girls’ Volleyball
niture 1, 2, 3, and 4, and Project Lead the Way
being one of them.
Aerospace Engineering.
He has been a teacher for six years at South
Brunswick High School and Bordentown Regional High School. He has taught many classes, from architecture to Robotics.

This year will be the 4th year of the volleyball program at CHS, and each year, more
and more changes are put into play. Just
last year, they acquired a new Varsity coach,
as well as adding a freshman team to the
program.

Mr. Sullivan grew up in Hopewell Valley and
graduated from CHS in 2003.

Pre-season started in the middle of August,
and since then, each team has been working
extremely hard to make sure that our season
When he isn’t in the technology classroom, he is fun and successful. As the program bemay be tinkering, woodworking, boating, gar- comes more and more well known, our
dening, or walking his rescue dog Lucy. He
teams continue to advance in skill.
plans to see all 50 states, grow his family,
and build a wooden speedboat in the spirit of
the runabouts from the 1930s.
Mr. Sullivan also donates his time to the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad. He has
been doing so since he was 14 years old! Not
only is he a dispatcher, but he is a top ten responder to fire calls, a Vice President, and a
Trustee. Also, he is the President of the Titusville Boat and Ski Club.
“I hope to help students become better citizens and consumers in the technology
world,” he said. “Technological literacy that
has its basis in science, math, and engineering principals a key qualification for today’s
high school graduates and offering students
real-world problem solving opportunities
with these fundamentals will help prepare
them for whatever comes next.”

Thanks to all the hard work that both the
coaches and the team members have put into the program, you can expect to see highenergy and high-intensity games from the
teams. The Hopewell Volleyball Program is
also proud to announce that we will be introducing a volleyball team to the middle
school, in hopes that early exposure to the
sport can continue to grow the teams, and
bring success.
As the season progresses, don’t forget to stop
by one of the Girls Volleyball games, we hope
to see some familiar faces in the crowd!

Good luck, Mr. Sullivan, and welcome to
Hopewell!
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Student Clubs 2016-2017

Marching Band: Mr. David Schwartzer and Mr. Jeffery
Parkinson

Do you find yourself bored when you get home after
school? Do you want to make friends with similar interests
as you? Maybe you should think about joining a club.

Martial Arts Club: Mr. Drew Wood

Many of the clubs listed below are on a sign-up basis, but
keep in mind that some may be an interview process at the
end of the school year.

Mock Trial Club: Mr. Jeffery Neumann

Anchor Club: Ms. Kristi Tornegard

Photography Club: Ms. Carolyn McGrath

Art Club: Mr. Robert O’Boyle

Poetry Out Loud: Ms. Kathryn Henderson

Auto Club: Mr. Lou Carnation

Ping Pong Club: Mr. Jeffery Parkinson

Badminton Club: Mr. Sam Karlin

Project PANDA (Preventing Alcohol n’ Drug Abuse): Ms.
Cindy Iarussi

Math League: Mr. Jay Steinberg
Model United Nations: Ms. Dana Pomykacz

Model WHO (World Health Organization): Dr. David
Of course I’m biased and say that you should join the news- Angwenyi
paper, but that might not be your cup of tea. Following is a
list of the clubs and activities run at CHS. Email the teach- National Honors Society: Ms. Selena Carrigan and Ms. Johanna Claps
er advisor for more information about how to join!
Newspaper Club: Ms. Johanna Claps

Club for the Cure: Ms. Raquel Rivera
Color Guard: Mr. David Schwartzer
Composting Club: Ms. Carolyn McGrath
Con Brio: Mr. Randy White
Counseling Ambassadors: Ms. Mariangela Bruno
Debate Team: Ms. Kathryn Henderson
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America): Mr. Aaron Oldfield

Project Unify: Ms. Katherine Mercurio
Recycling Club: Ms. Carolyn McGrath
Red Cross Club: Ms. Santa Sheilds
Reef Club: Mr. Sam Karlin
Region Band: Mr. David Schwartzer
Region Chorus: Mr. Randy White
Region Orchestra: Ms. Judith Morse

Fall Play: Ms. Katherine Rochon

Science League: Ms. Karen Lucci

Fellowship of Christian Athletes: Mr. David Bello

Shakesperience: Ms. Theresa Solomon

Film Making Club: Ms. Melanie Pellowski

She Major: Mr. Randy White

Firefighters/First Aid Squad Club: Mr. Douglas Brower

Ski and Snowboard Club: Mr. Nicholas Johnson

French Exchange: Ms. Joan Bonnell

SMAC (Student Movement Against Cancer): Mr. David
Bello and Ms. Dana Pomykacs

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America): Ms. Suzanne
Brown

Spanish Exchange: Ms. Rebecca Mora

German Club/Exchange: Mr. John Grimaldi

Spin (Saving Pets in Need) Club: Ms. Teresa Misiak

Global Connections Club: Dr. David Angwenyi

Student Council: Mr. Drew Wood and Dr. Chris Velderman

Gratitude Club: Ms. Sarojini Dolbec

TATU (Teens Against Tobacco Use): Ms. Nicole Getman

Hiking Club: Mr. Mark Manning

TeenPEP: Mr. David Machin and Ms. Margaret Rarich

HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) Club: Dr. U Got Male: Mr. Randy White
David Angwenyi
Winter Musical: Ms. Katherine Rochon and Mr. Randy
White
iDream Club: Mr. Jeffery Parkinson
Jazz Ensemble: Mr. David Schwartzer

Writer’s Workshop: Ms. Theresa Solomon

Key Club: Mr. Jay Steinberg

Yearbook Club: Ms. Kimberly Siris

Leadership Corps: Ms. Lois Fyfe, Mr. David Machin, and
Mr. Gary Nucera

YES (Youth Environmental Society) Club: Ms. Loreen Holstein and Ms. Sarah Sherwin

Latin Clun: Ms. Molly LaPorte
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Girls’ Varsity Tennis
Serving into a New Season

nament, Hopewell may have to face
Millburn, last year’s winning team in
the Tournament of Champions. Nonetheless, last year’s first singles player,
Herning, is undaunted when it comes
to playing these prestigious schools.

As school rolled around the corner of
August, Hopewell’s girls’ tennis team
returned to the courts in full force,
ready to claim division champs once
again.

“Other teams will have good competition, but we can take it. We’re all prepared,” Herning stated with confidence.

By: Anais Hou and Marrisa Liu

Even with the loss of the former first
doubles player Emily Ahmad, the team
still returns with an experienced lineup
comprised of last year’s top three players, sophomore Ana Herning, junior
Marissa Liu, and senior Lucy Tian,
along with doubles players, senior
Paige Baxter, senior Sarah Bunsa, and
junior Haley Schoenberger.

In addition to regular division matchups, Hopewell will also be participating
in the annual Mercer County Tournament. Herning, Liu, and Tian will be
competing in the tournament as last
year’s first, second, and third singles’
semi-finalists respectively.

have fun.”
The team has much to look forward to
this year, and there is a lot of excitement surrounding the upcoming fall
season. According to team captain
Tian, all of last year’s returning players
have shown outstanding improvement,
and the team shows a lot of potential.
Concerning her goals and plans for her
last tennis season, Tian emphasized
the importance of having fun.
“The most important thing is to go out
there and have fun. I’m looking forward to a good season, and I’m excited
to make good memories with the rest
of my team.”

When asked about her position as first
singles last year and all the pressure
that came along with it, Herning
Ranked as one of New Jersey’s strong- grinned and said, “Tennis is typically a
est tennis teams, Hopewell will be
singles sport, where it’s just you and
competing against several prominent
your opponent. People don’t realize
teams, such as Princeton, WWP South, that you need a very strong mentality,
WWP North, and Hightstown, who
which makes tennis such a difficult
proves to be Mercer County’s most
sport. So it’s nice to have a team to
dangerous team in the upcoming 2016 lean on, but I think most of all, we just
season. Moreover, in the NJSIAA tour-

and its reputation has worried parents and teachers each year, so
this worry is not too far fetched
I talked with principal Ms. Tana
By: Skyler Rossi
Smith and student council president Clare Garrity to figure out
For as long as anyone can remem- the future of Welcome Back. The
ber, welcome back to school also short answer? Yes, there will be a
Welcome Back Dance this school
meant the Welcome Back dance
to Hopewell students. This dance year. However, details are yet to
doesn’t have the best reputation, be shared with the public. The adbut students look forward to the ministration and student council
have been working together
night all year round.
throughout the summer to make
sure the dance is both fun and
So when word of Mr. Daher’s re- safe.
tirement spread and news of a
new principal circulated, many
“[Student Council] will be implestudents worried that the anticipated night would be canceled. It menting some fun changes while
has come close to that in the past, also keeping aspects of the dance

Welcome Back: to
Be or Not to Be?
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that we know students love,” Garrity said.
Garrity made sure to stress the
most important part of the
dance—the donations. Students
who donate cans of food can purchase discounted tickets. The
dance is one of the most successful donation drives of the school
year.
So keep an ear out for more information over announcements and
make sure to donate before partying the night away!
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Mock Trial’s Debut at
Hopewell
By: Sophia Lo

For most high school students, the
most exposure they’ll ever get to a
courtroom is binge-watching Law &
Order. But with the new Mock Trial
club at CHS, aspiring lawyers have
the chance to defend their clients in
thrilling cases. If you wish to pursue
a career in law, then Mock Trial is
the club for you!
Mock Trial is run by the New Jersey
State Bar Foundation, which strives
to educate high school students
about the legal system. Students are
given the opportunity to role-play in
a simulated courtroom setting as attorneys and witnesses; each team
must prepare both sides of a case.
Teams are made up of ten students,
and out of these ten students, two of
them will role-play as attorneys while
the rest are witnesses or alternates.
Students also have the opportunity

to act as jurors.
Each fall, one case is released, and
students prepare the case for a county tournament. Past cases in recent
years have included State v. Sid Sawyer
which dealt with vehicular homicide
and Payton Reynolds v. Smithville School
District and Dalton Fisher which focused on negligence. This year’s case
is yet to be released, but it will be
related to defamation and libel.
While working on the case, students
will also have the chance to meet
and work with a lawyer, who will act
as the team’s attorney-coach.

For students who wish to pursue a
career in law, joining Mock Trial will
allow them to experience being in a
courtroom setting and researching
for cases. Mock Trial is also great for
developing public speaking and critical thinking skills, so students are
welcome to join, whether they have
interest in a career in law or not.

When asked about why she started
the club and what she hoped to accomplish, junior Anyi Qian said,
“Mock Trial is something that I’d
heard my friends from other schools
talk about for a while, and it seemed
like a great way to learn about the
Competitions begin at a county lev- judicial system! I’m excited to get
el, and the initial competition usually started and begin preparing our first
takes place all day on a Saturday in
case!”
January. Teams that win the county
tournament then go to regional
Mock Trial meetings will be held on
competition, which is then followed Mondays during lunch in Room 208.
by the state competition. Winners
Have any questions? Email Sophia
of the state competition get the
Lo or Anyi Qian at sochance to compete at a national lev- phialo@hvrsd.org or anyiqiel.
an@hvrsd.org. Hope to see y’all
there!

New Changes at CHS
By: Skyler Rossi

see where this technological advancement puts our students.

As many of you may have noticed, there have been
many changes this school year from last year. Besides
the normal changes (new classes, new friends, new
teachers, etc.), there have been a few dramatic ones—
including a new principal.

Another change is the use of the school IDs. In the past,
students carried around these nearly useless cards, maybe using them for 15% off or at the airport occasionally.
However, now IDs can be used to get in the building,
buy a snack, or copy an assignment in the library. This
will make our school safer and more convenient for everyone, and actually give some motivation for not losing
the piece of plastic half way through the year.

One of the most exciting changes is the distribution of
Chromebooks to all students. It’s just one more way to
connect with fellow students and teachers. They make
research and note taking a million times easier and right
in the hands of every student at CHS. Other high
schools in the area have given their students technology,
and the results have been wonderful, so it’s exciting to

There are also some smaller changes as well. With a new
year brings new clubs and organizations, including HOSA club and Mock Trial. There is a new lunch money
system that is online based and easy to access. Also, the
principal’s office is a new shade of green!
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Syria...Continued from page 3
Some of Syria’s neighbors have literally run out of
space for refugees, who now make up a quarter of the
population in Lebanon. Central European countries
are struggling to manage the influx of refugees. It is
America’s turn to step up.
If Americans want their nation to be great, accepting
more refugees is an excellent way to start. In order to
do this, our current vetting system for refugees must be
amended. It currently takes about two years for a refugee to apply, be vetted, and if deemed proper, accepted
into our country. This is an obvious problem for people who are trying to escape a country that is engulfed
in a brutal civil war.

worked in conjunction with nonprofits to facilitate a
housing program that has worked since the 1970s. For
those worried about cost, refugees receive a $1,000 stipend, must apply for jobs, and must repay the government for the cost of their flight to the United States.
Before and during the Holocaust, the United States
turned away thousands of European Jews for a plethora
of shameful excuses. Let’s not make that same mistake
again.

For those worried about ISIS infiltrating refugee flows,
ISIS recruits online; it does not need to send people
from Syria into our country to be effective. For those
worried about resettlement, the government has
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Welcome to the newest addition to The Bulldog Reporter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our
school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.
my eyes in class and see the cinder-block walls and those
cheesy inspirational posters about being your best you or
By: Ruth Wyckoff
whatever, I just find myself thinking, over and over again,
‘Why am I even here? I don’t need to be here. I have a car.
On September 8th, 2016, Lily Richards reported symptoms I could leave. I could leave and nobody would know.’ It
of “sleepiness, a lack of motivation, an existentialist mindnever stops.”
set, an inability to take anyone seriously, and a desire to
attack the any freshman who opened their mouth.”
Richards has been put in official quarantine in an effort to
contain the epidemic. Her parents hope that she is released
Richards, usually a high achieving student, had heard about soon in full health, but Richards is comfortable in her new
the dangers of Senioritis as an underclassmen, but was
surroundings. “Quarantine includes a couch and wifi,” she
shocked by the reality of the horrors. “Every time I open
said. “What more could I want?”

First Student Diagnosed with Senioritis

Six Back to School Tips for
Election Season
By: Bobbie Armstrong

reading it for the fourth time. In the
end it doesn’t matter if you understand it or not. Just go kill a mockingbird and you’ll be fine.

3. Put a divider in your backpack be1. Act like the leader in every group
project even though you have no idea tween your U.S. History and Spanish
notebooks
what you’re doing
Do you have a PowerPoint on electromagnetism? Tell everyone else what
to do, do nothing yourself, and then
take all the credit. Don’t forget to sue
your classmates if they don’t listen
to you. The night before the project
is due, erase everyone else’s name
from it and put yours on it in big
gold letters. (For extra credit, use
your best words like “bigly,” and
“yugely” on the powerpoint.)
2. Only read Chapter 11
Chapter 11 is the best chapter. If you
do not understand it the first time,
read it three more times. Coincidentally, you might not be able to
afford your salon grade hair gel after

This is a great way to ensure the
Spanish homework you didn’t do
doesn’t end up in your U.S. history
notebook (which we all know is the
best notebook). In addition, make
sure to have your Spanish teacher
pay for the divider.
4. Only wear pantsuits
They’re comfortable, versatile, and
extremely fashion forward. Perfect
for every occasion from Student Government to Prom, wearing only pantsuits will simplify both your wardrobe and back to school shopping.
For the best prices and styles shop at
Chico’s and Dressbarn.
5. Instead of using Oncourse, set up a

server in your basement
Since Oncourse is way too confusing,
set up a separate server in your basement to hand in your assignments
and check your grades from. You
might need a candle since the basement is dark, and that spider living
behind your bag of old clothes could
bite you, but it’s far more convenient
than using a dangerous system that
could expose your homework to unwanted eyes.
6. Always delete your emails after
handing in your homework
You never know if evidence that you
used Sparknotes is lurking in your
inbox. Make sure to delete all emails
after every assignment you hand in.
For optimal security, smash your
chromebook in addition to deleting
your emails.
.

Student Comes out of Hibernation in Time for School

and t-shirt he had donned since the end and he has to read three books, pre-

By Ruth Wyckoff

“I don’t get why people think it’s

Everyone takes it easy over the summer, but few have been as dedicated to
their rest as HVCHS sophomore Brian
Prang.
“I was eating lunch when I heard a
rumbling from Brian’s room a few days
ago,” Brian’s mother told “The Hind-

of his freshmen year.

weird,” Prang said. “I stayed in bed for
76 straight days. There is dedication

were stacks of dirty dishes all over the

teacher, received a 1%, a remarkably

“When he woke up he barely greeted
us,” commented Brian’s father. “We
told him that he looked taller, that it

don’t think he heard us. He just turned
on his phone and started texting his

ment from Prang himself, who was

any time to do my homework.’ I looked

struggling remove the rock solid shorts

online to see what homework he has,

By: Bobbie Armstrong
In an effort to pay homage to the gorilla
killed at the Cincinnati Zoo this past
May, students are pushing for
Hopewell's mascot to be changed.
"I really think it would be doing a good

he will manage to get it all done.”

be impressed.”

floor, so I could only stick my head in. I friends.”
saw this huge figure rise up on the bed.
“Then he asked us how many more
He was covered in dust! He must have
days he had until school,” continued his
barely moved all summer.”
mother. “We told him three, and he said
We only managed to get a short state- ‘good, I was worried I wouldn’t have

Hopewell Considers Changing Mascot to Harambe

the month of July. I can’t imagine how

Prang’s journal, returned today by his

missed him the last few months, but I
“I tried to open the door, but there

packet, and keep a Spanish journal for

that goes into that. I think colleges will

was nice to see him again, and we had

quarter.”

pare a presentation, complete a math

low grade even for someone who literally did nothing for the month of July.
Prang, while he was disappointed that
even in 2016 teachers insist that “you
must have done something,” was honored to have earned the lowest grade
ever scored. He had expected his journal, which contained only the word
“nada” to get a negative reaction from
teachers who fail to value the sanctity
of a lazy summer, but he did not predict
the place he would take in bulldog history. Congratulations Brian!

deed to change our mascot to Harambe,"
said freshman Gabby Hernandez. "I also
spent my entire summer retweeting Harambe memes. I wouldn't want all my
hard work to be for nothing."

death is a great idea. We think it might
promote violence." Pearlman later admitted to the Hindquarter that she had
sent a few "slightly rude" tweets to the
Cincinnati Zoo account.

School staff has shown reluctance towards the idea, as administrator Nancy
Pearlman explained, "we're just not sure
changing our mascot to a gorilla who
almost mauled a three-year-old child to

An unidentified student was later seen
covering the 300 hall painting of a bulldog with a life size poster of the late gorilla.
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Like what you see? If you
want to contribute to next
month’s supplement, come to
217 during Bulldog Reporter
meetings!

