Discover what?s been
happening at CCMS? an
accepting, compassionate,
and safe learning
community.

February, 2018

Looking Ahead

CCMS Yearbooks Available

Feb 19 & 20: No School

Yearbook is coming together nicely, loaded with

Feb 27th: Student of the month

surprises for all the students! Along with the

March 1st: PM Assembly

pictures we have featured student writing, with an

March 2 & 3: Drama Production

app, students will be able to view slide shows and

March 6th: Spring Pictures

videos too! Get your yearbook while supplies last!
Yearbooks can be purchased through CCMS office
for $30.00!

Student Council is
participating in a penny drive
to support patients that have
Leukemia and Lymphoma.
These funds help to support
blood cancer research to help these kiddos beat
their disease. Any student that would like a box to
collect donations can see Mrs. Price or Mrs. Miles.
Thank you for helping us to support this wonderful
organization. Our goal as a school is to collect
$300.00. Student Council members will gather the
classroom boxes on February 28th.

The 2018 CCMS Math Counts Team (sponsored by
Alex Hill and Sonja McKibbin) placed 3rd at the
regional competition on February 10th in Pueblo.

I am a Falcon, I strive to show success, take ownership for my behavior, have a positive attitude
and give respect to all. When I do my best, CCMS will soar.

Principal's Letter
February 2018
Dear Falcon Families,
I want to take a moment to thank Mr. Oliver, our Dean of Students and
Athletics/Activities Director for the great work he does with our athletic teams and clubs.
He coordinates well with his coaches, parents, players, and participants. Much of the
work Mr. Oliver does occurs behind the scenes to make our programs better, and our league work efficiently.
His efforts are all in addition to a million other things that he does at our school which combine to create a
great place to be a student and a staff member. As a trusted adult, he is a constant support for students in our
school. Students know that they can go to with questions, share successes, or for just a quick chat. I am proud
of his work which is why I want to acknowledge and celebrate his accomplishments publicly with all of you.
Thank you, Mr. Oliver. You are the best!
As the third quarter, mid-way point approaches, the staff and students are making good progress both
academically and socially. Many students have spent the last month working through new schedules and
meeting a couple of new teachers through their Life Skills classes. We are excited to see excellent growth
from students in all three grade levels. Evidence of student academic growth can be seen in our students?
winter benchmark scores. All three grade levels showed growth in both math and reading as a result of
first-semester instruction and student learning. Furthermore, we are looking forward to providing additional
opportunities for learning in the second semester and see our students shine on their end of year CMAS
assessments. It is wonderful when they can be recognized by the school, our community, and the state for
being Performing Students.
Furthermore, the third quarter can be a grind for students. The weather is not as nice as the fall and spring.
There is a little less time in the day for kids to get outside after school and the everyday pressures of being an
adolescent can be quite difficult. My recommendations to outlast the grind are to maintain the basics: sleep
well, eat healthy foods, have an active outlet in the afternoons, such as clubs or sports, and stay positive
about the potential for great success. I begin each school day telling the students, ?Attitude is everything,
pick a good one.? I say that because I believe strongly in the power of positivity. It helps kids find success
and be more resilient when things get tough at school or in life. I also welcome you to join in that spirit of
positivity as your children and your staff work their way through the grind of the third quarter.
In closing, and as always, I thank you for the opportunity to serve our staff and students here at Cañon City
Middle School. It really is a great place to be a Falcon.
Regards,
Tim Renn, Principal of Cañon City Middle School
"Falcons S.O.A.R."

From the Dean
February 2018
Hello to all Falcon Families and
happy 2018! CCMS is excited to
begin the 2nd semester with your
students. I hope that you had a
relaxing and fun-filled holiday with
those you love. Students returned to school on the 9th of
January, and I cannot believe that we are already
working on February. I am going to touch mainly on the
new league that has emerged for Cañon City Middle
School athletics in the last few months as well as some
critical updates on current CCMS trends.
Boys Basketball season came to an end, our athletes did
not win all of the games they wanted to, but they did
grow and develop into better student-athletes, good luck
next year boys.
Girls Basketball season is about to come to a close, and
for the second year in a row, our 8th graders will make
the playoffs. The Lady Falcons will travel for the first
round of the playoffs that will be hosted in Colorado
Springs the week of February 5th. Our opponent is yet to
be determined, but we wish them the best. Our 7th-grade
team had a successful year as did our developmental
teams; I will say that the future of CCMS basketball
looks very bright.

display appropriate behavior as they are representing
CCMS while off campus.
Cañon City Schools were presented with a challenging
obstacle in the past few months when planning for next
year?s athletic activities. We were informed that
belonging to our current league consisting of schools
mainly in Colorado Springs, would no longer be an
option for us. Colorado Springs districts decided to form
a league of only schools from their city. This change left
CCMS, Harrison, Florence and Woodland Park without a
league.
When investigating solutions to this problem, one option
became the clear favorite of coaches, parents and the
school district. I am happy to say, that we have formed a
new Middle School Athletic League consisting of
CCMS, Harrison, Florence, Woodland Park, Salida and
Buena Vista middle schools. All six of these schools are
within the same size and share the same values and goals
for middle school athletics. This league will allow us to
still participate in home and away games, play in a
playoff setting and have league championships.

We are working on the details of some schedules and
other rules that will be incorporated into the new league
but feel free to stop by and see me at a game or the
school if you have any questions. I will also work to
Wrestling started on the 29th of January and will run into distribute information as quickly as I can about the new
development.
the first week of March. Harrison K-8 School hosts
wrestling, so our athletes are bussed over there for
A district focus this year has been on improving the
practices and meets, however, parents need to pick up
attendance of students at all grade levels. We are halfway
students once they are finished. Good luck to all
through the year, and some students have accumulated
wrestlers in the upcoming season.
more absences than are allowed by the district policy.
We took our second SOAR trip of the year to the movie Please ensure that you are calling in to let the office
theater last month; students earn the ability to participate know when your student will be absent from school, and
we will do everything we can to help them catch up. We
in this trip with the accumulation of all four SOAR
do understand all sorts of situations arise and encourage
cards. Our next trip will likely be to the movie theater
active communication with the school administration
with the movie to be determined. Off-campus passes
when a student may be absent for long periods of time.
should be something you are seeing come home more
and more; this is another incentive program used here at We are honored that you have entrusted us with the care
and education of your child and we love to see them
CCMS to help promote positive behaviors and
achievement. Students can go off campus to lunch with a every day, GO FALCONS !!!!
parents permission and signature on the off-campus pass. Jesse Oliver -CCMS Dean of Students
When off-campus, please remind your students to

Vet er an's Day M em or ial at t h e CCM S Flagpole

The Early Bird Academy
The Early Bird Academy has been off to a great start this year. We had our kick-off Family Pizza Night event
at the beginning of January, in which we had a great turn out ? and lots of questions from parents! This week
we had Toni Mathews, a cosmetologist/business owner come and talk about how much more there is to
cosmetology than just cutting hair - you need to know chemistry, math, and basic human anatomy! Next week
we will welcome Janice Graham, a Certified Personal Accountant, as well as go on our Friday night trip to
UCCS.
Mark your calendars for the next Falcon Theater Drama Performance

"Usher: A Totally Teen Comedy" by Flip Kobler and Cindy Marcus
(Pioneer Drama Service, Inc.)
Friday, March 2 and Saturday, March 3
7:00 pm Curtain Time

CCMS Student Council
Cañon City Middle School Student Council recently embarked of a journey taking us to our district
administration offices to hear about to the future of our schools. Then we went to our local history center to
learn about CCMS past. Finally we wrapped up our journey with a train ride through the Royal Gorge!

PTO and Fundraiser Update
PTO has had another successful fundraiser this year thanks to all of our students that participated. We were
able to raise over $16,000 with a fifty-percent profit of over $8000. Aaron Babcock, a CCMS 7th Grader, was
our top seller once again. Aaron sold 42 boxes of chocolate!! That is 2,520 candy bars and earning our school
$2,520. Great job and many, many thanks to Aaron and his mom Crystal for their ambitious efforts in helping
our school raise money. Also, a huge thanks to our very brave Mr. Oliver, Dean of Students, for allowing our
top sellers to turn him into a human ice cream sundae.
On February 13, 2018, at 6:00 pm in the CCMS library, CCHS Counselor Stacy Andrews discussed the
transition from 8th grade to high school for our students. The transitioning process from 8th grade to high
school can be stressful and often apprehensive for our students and on parents as well. She offered plenty of
useful information that helped both students and parents as they approach class selection and schedule
building.
Upcoming PTO meetings: Tuesday, March 13, 2018, at 6:00 pm, Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 6:00 pm,
Tuesday, May 15, 2018, at 6:00 pm
If you have any questions or any information you would like to share with our PTO, I can always be reached at
719-276-5741.
Wendy O?Shea
PTO President

Falcons are
Soaring
6th Grade Language Arts

6th Grade Math

7th Grade Language Arts

Students are currently working in
Unit 5, Informative and Explanatory
nonfiction reading and writing. We
are working on analyzing and
summarizing short non-fiction
passages. Over the next month we
will be continuing to learn how to
pick out the most important details
from the text, compare information
from two or more articles on the
same topic, and finally write an
informative essay on a Science
concept. Mrs. Browning and I are
working to formulate an assignment
that will count for both our classes.
Students will research a topic that
they are learning about in Science
and write an informative essay. Mrs.
Browning will be focusing on the
content of the paper, and I will focus
on the organization, grammar and
writing aspects of the essay.

Howdy Parents! Your 6th Grader
has now officially made the
transition into the mystical land of
Algebra, where letters become
numbers and numbers become
letters. I would like to remind you
that extra help is available before
school 7:05-7:25 Tues through Fri
and after school 2:40-3:10 Monday
through Thursday. If your student is
struggling, please encourage them to
attend and get help. Also, students
are now able to use a calculator. I do
not allow them to use their phone
calculators on quizzes or tests. They
may use the calculator app that is on
the school's tablets, or they may use
a hand-held calculator. They can be
found at the Dollar Tree or Wal-mart
very cheap. It's been a great year so
far!

Students just completed their Greek
projects and performed their original
Greek plays for their peers. This
project was highly engaging, both in
the creation and presentation
portions. As February approaches,
the 7th grade will research
influential African-Americans of the
20th and 21st centuries and create a
visual presentation for the second
Informative writing unit.

6th Grade Social Studies

Thanks for being part of Team 6!

The students will describe how
American Indians viewed their
environment, and formulate
hypotheses about the origins of
American Indian artifacts. They will
also analyze ways in which
American Indians of eight cultural
regions adapted to their
environments.

7th Grade Science
We are continuing to learn about the
human body in 7th grade Science.
Currently, we are learning how and
why our heart pumps blood. Ask
your child to tell you about this
process-I am sure they will love it!
Soon we will be discussing
digestion, so encourage your kids to
eat healthily.
8th Grade Language Arts
8th-grade students just started their
argumentative unit using The
Outsiders as their resource.
Students took on the role of an
attorney and either argued for
Johnny Cade's innocence or guilt
using supporting details from the
story. The next task will be arguing
the ending of the short story, The

Jan u ar y St u den t s of t h e M on t h

Lady, or the Tiger? Students are
working on using appropriate
evidence to support their claims
and disarm any counterclaims. At
the end of the quarter, students
will present their third novel
projects and earn their third set of
AR points. I'm excited to see how
their projects have progressed
since the start of the year.
8th Grade Social Studies
8th Grade U.S. History class is
studying the new nation created
after the Revolutionary War. We
have held a mock Constitutional
Convention where students argued
as delegates about how states
would be represented in Congress.
We created posters on Chapter 8
and will be moving into studying
the specifics of the Constitution
next week. After Chapter 9 we
will be exploring the Bill of
Rights and then move into
Washington's first presidential
administration. That's all folks.
CCMS Library
So far this year, CCMS students
have read and passed their quizzes
on books that contain over
58,676,369 words this year!!

Congratulations to the students
listed below who have read at
least a half-million words
individually.
Chan, Ellen N. 3,138,299
Wallace-Arrieta, C. 2,310,655
Willox, L. 1,777,997
Carriger, C. 1,333,933
Valdez, H. 1,202,322
Salberg, A. 1,072,517
Buchanan, E 1,051,049
Roche, R. 886,392
Carlson, S. 861,556
Hartman, O. 817,266
Goss, K. 731,773
Leon, T. 670,789
Hiltz, B. 646,747
Hughes, B. 635,760
Niedens, W. 615,697
Gutormson, La. 603,695
Passero, Z. 601,352
Kendall, I. 594,689
Cannon, J. 590,781
Carochi, A. 575,055
Winford, B. 563,081
Watley, B. 555,974

If you would like to help your
student find out if the book they
want to read has an AR quiz, you
may go to arbookfind.com and
search by title and author.
Our Battle of the Books team is
getting ready for their competition
on April 30th at Harrison School.
We will have two teams this year
made up of mostly 7th graders but
with a one 6th grader and one 8th
grader.
Students have been busy
memorizing the correct titles and
authors since their answers will be
in that format written out on their
white-boards during the
competition.
If there is anything I can do to
help your student find enjoyable
books in their reading level.
Please give me a call or send an
email.

Life Skills classes open new
pathways.....

Applications in Technology

and shoes each day! Remember your PE clothes need to

Technology! Always moving, ever changing! Our new
semester just began, so I am starting over with a new
group. Students are working on applications across
several program environments, lately they are:

be something different than you wore to school .

-

-

-

-

creating an blog using Google Docs, that is
hyperlinked
setting up work folders in student drive and
Google Drive, still learning how they are the
same and how they are different
discovering Google Apps and Microsoft Office
are relatively intuitive operations
using hyperlinks in Google Docs Table of
Contents, to site a source, to link documents,
slides, or sources together to create a presentation
a continuous circular theme to wrap learning and
give repetitive practice to increase each students
operational fluency
Building background always to develop digital
literacy relating to safety, security, responsibility,
and rights of users

Physical Education
Second semester in physical education is off and
running. (no pun intended) The classes are beginning to
adjust to the schedule and class room expectations very
nicely. We have many lessons planned this semester from
individual skills, group projects and team sports and in
May we will be out on the town cruising the mountain
bikes again! Hopefully the weather will cooperate and
we can begin to get outside in the month of March.
Please remember to continue to bring your PE clothes

January Gifted Education Fact #5
Gifted children can
have overexcitabilities
(OE?s).
These are the emotional
intensities and
sensitivities set off by
various forms of
physical and psychological stimuli. A constant buzzing
sound which causes extreme irritability and the inability
to move on until the sound is located and stopped; the
strong emotional reaction of shaking and vomiting from
seeing a neighbor?s dog lying in the road after being hit
by a car; and the gritty texture in her mom?s turkey gravy
which causes a gifted teen to totally refrain from eating
the family?s holiday dinner are all examples of OE?s.

February Gifted Education Fact #6
Gifted children often have difficulty finding
like-minded friends.
Gifted children, with their intellectual, emotional and
developmental differences, can have a difficult time
finding friends or same-age peers who share and
understand their intellectual interests and quirky traits.
Parents of gifted children find this common situation the
most painful to watch their gifted children experience.

Students are actively
engaged in
Life Skills classes .

.

Autumn Ritchie

Toni Carochi

Kaitlynn Bohannon

Faith Wimmer

Zoey Starika

Rosa Chavez

Madison Bowman

Chloe Dickens

Ellen Chan

CCMS Students who have their artwork on display at the CCS Re-1
Administration Building during the month of February

HOPE
DonationsNeeded

Earning cash for our school w it h Box Tops is as easy as 1-2-3!
You can find Box Tops on hundreds of
participating products. Just buy the
products, clip the Box Tops from the
packages and send them to school. Our
school can earn 10¢ for every Box Top
turned in!
Ph ot o Cr edit : Th an k s t o M r s. Tan n a M iles f or t h e u se of h er ph ot ogr aph s in t h is issu e of t h e Falcon Flyer .

