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HVCHS Students Take the Phillips
Mill Art Show
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Congratulations are in order for the eight Hopewell
Valley CHS students that
were selected to participate
in this year's Phillips Mill
Youth Art Exhibition in
New Hope, Pennsylvania.
The Phillips Mill Community Association is a non“Untitled”-Marissa Balto
profit corporation dedicated to
the promotion of the arts and
the preservation of the artistic and cultural heritage of the
Bucks County and surrounding area. The Phillips Mill Youth
Art Exhibition was created to honor soley the works of talented
high school student artists.
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Since 2014, the show has grown in popularity and size, with a
steady increase in artists and attendees each year. To be selected, the YAE planning committee asks for participation from
the art departments of high schools located within a 25 mile
radius of the Mill. The art departments at each school selects
the student work and then works are evaluated by a juror selected by the Mill and cash prizes are awarded.

“I will be attending Pratt Institute in the fall to study art, so I
am incredibly excited for the show. Showing my piece will help
me gain valuable experience for the
art displaying process as well as
strengthen my artistic voice and
pride. I am also excited to see the
other art on display,” says Brez. “I
love art because there is no finish
line. You can always push boundaries
and there is always room for improvement.”

From Hopewell Valley, the students selected were Aram
Aghababian (grade 12), Annelise Wulf (grade 12), Lauren Brez
(grade 12), Fennel Ludwig (grade 12), Marissa Balto (grade 12),
Anyi Qian (grade 12), Katelyn McKillip (grade 11), and Carly
Sison (grade 10). Marissa Balto received an Honorable Mention
for her untitled ceramic project in the 3D category at the opening reception on Saturday, January 20. The show is open on
weekends from 1-5 pm at the Phillips Mill until February 11.
Senior and selected artist Lauren Brez presented a piece called
“Looking Up”, which depicts a black and white charcoal drawing of three bird houses from worms eye view.
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This show is a tremendous
honor for all of the selected
“Looking Up”- Lauren Brez
artists and it is a great way to
commend their talent and hard work through the years.
Congrats to all the HVCHS artists at the Youth Exhibition and
we wish you the best of luck!

Analysis on the Fall and Future of
Cryptocurrencies
By: Paul Frank
The bitcoin boom has come to an explosive
conclusion, and the death of cryptocurrencies can be traced to government regulators.

bitcoin has plummeted. Less than a month
ago, one bitcoin was valued at nearly
$14,500. That price tag has plunged to below
$9,500 per coin, before bouncing back to
only $11,000. Bitcoins have been on a slow
slide since December 2017, when they
topped out at almost $20,000 per coin.

In mid-January, Bloomberg reported that
Chinese authorities plan to block domestic
access to trading platforms and related services. China's government banned official
cryptocurrency exchanges in November
2017. Since then, China has been gathering
information and enforcing bans on unofficial trading. Similar reports surfaced from
state-run Chinese media as well. Reuters
reported on a meeting of Chinese financial
and regulatory authorities, where one central
banker argued that “all centralized trading of
digital currencies by individuals and businesses should be banned.”

While some of bitcoin’s price drop could be
linked to a panic, the news landed right in
the middle of what is a massive bitcoin bubble. The digital currency skyrocketed from
$900 in December 2016 to almost $20,000
in December 2017. It fell 40% in a week.
About 15% of all bitcoin trading occurs in
South Korea. Meanwhile, around 58% of all
bitcoin mining occurs in China. Snuffing
out trading in either country could be devastating to the bitcoin market.

It is widely believed that Russia and South
Korea will follow China’s shutting down of
cryptocurrency trading. In late January, Russian President Vladimir Putin said,
"Legislative regulation [of cryptocurrencies]
will be required in [the] future." South Korean President Moon Jae-In said he was considering following China's lead.

To answer this question, one must think
about what makes a currency successful. A
currency needs to be widely used, and there
need to be lots of actors providing a wide
array of goods and services who are willing to
take the risk of using the currency.

As a result, the price for an individual

All of this points back to a question: what’s
bitcoin even for?

This is where bitcoin has a major problem:
why would, or should, we use it?

There's no need for businesses to deal with
bitcoin's extra headaches. It doesn't offer the
speed or convenience of payment streaming
systems. Meanwhile, bitcoin's volatility and
run-up has made transaction fees volatile and
expensive. In order to find a devoted economy, bitcoin needs to stabilize in value. The
bitcoin needs a devoted economy.
The well-known use of bitcoin and other
cryptocurrencies are to dodge government
oversight and enforcement. This brings us
back to China, Russia, and South Korea’s
tirades against bitcoin.
Authoritarian governments like China or
Russia generally don’t like being sidestepped.
They have more of an incentive to not only
kill trading of cryptocurrency within their
borders, but use their power over other payment systems to cut off all the access points.
If that happened, bitcoin has potential to
survive in the shadows. However, if there are
no serious changes made to its design philosophies, bitcoin will remain nothing more
than a boutique investment asset.
Bitcoin can really only survive as long as governments tolerate it. If governments cut
them off, bitcoin and digital currencies will
fall apart and become unsustainable.

button.” Secretary of Defense William Perry,
however, says that even though this was a false
alarm, there is so much international friction
At 13:07 (Eastern Time), the AMBER alert
January 13, 2018: parents are scrambling
right now that the US is more prone to get hit
around their houses, trying to find shelter to pops up, leading to panic and chaos in the
protect themselves and their kids; citizens get public, which ends at 13:45. Allison Wallis, a by a ballistic missile now than it was in the
Cold War, which itself was the pinnacle of
into their safehouses and watch as terror takes resident and mother in Oahu, Hawaii, tells
the streets; a cloud of distress fills the beauti- her story: “I prayed that whatever was about to ultimate chaos.
The Hawaii Missile Crisis tells us that we live
hit us was going to take longer than two
ful islands of the last annexed state in the
in a world where information can turn into
minutes.” She had to explain war to her
USA because nuclear warfare is about to demisinformation, and mistakes can happen by
daughter, Abigail, and that because of some
stroy it all.
anyone, leading to the question: “If you give a
international
tensions,
their
family
is
unsafe
The AMBER alert, coming up on every Hababy your car keys and it crashes your car,
and
that
they
have
to
find
protective
shelter.
waiian’s phone, reads: “BALLISTIC MISSILE
This wasn’t just the case with Wallis’s family, whose fault is it?” From this, everyone can
THREAT INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK
but many others, who struggle to inform their learn that the world is not perfect, and it
IMMEDIATE SHELTER. THIS IS NOT A
kids that nuclear war is going to be the end of might never become the utopia we all dream
DRILL.”
of. But, maybe learning to understand our
them all.
Hawaii lived in 38 minutes of hell. On the
shortcomings and trying to make sure they do
President Trump is informed about the crisis not affect people in such a bad way could
39th minute, everybody gets the “sorry, this
was a false alarm; all clear!” What the govern- and the false alarm, and he recognizes the
prove to be a way to make the world a better
ment and security agencies don’t realize is the error due to an employee pushing “the wrong place.

The Hawaii Missile Crisis
By: Ameya Pathak
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magnitude of the blunder they caused. So…
what happened?
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Russian Foreign Minister Accuses US of
Destabilizing World Despite Diplomatic Havoc
By: Paul Frank
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov lambasted the United
States in late January for being an international-reaching, sovereignty-violating force of destabilization in the world. In his
speech, Lavrov addressed a wide list of topics, such as North
Korea, Iran, economic sanctions, and the 2018 Winter Olympics
that exemplify a frequent conclusion in world politics: the United States’ aggressive global agenda is failing and quickly becoming dangerous.

Lavrov’s comments were directed towards a new round of U.S.
sanctions against Russia for allegations that the Kremlin orchestrated a campaign to interfere in the 2016 presidential election.
The foreign minister said that, by pursuing these charges, Trump
was continuing the Obama administration's anti-Russian agenda.
He pointed to the United States and the European Union's economic sanctions on Russia’s energy sector and military industry
as two examples of areas in which the United States has acted to
cripple Russia’s economic growth.
Lavrov asserted the sanctions on Russia were “securing America’s position in the gas sector” while “choking the life out of the
world market’s competitive nature.” He cited a leaked memo
from US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley's office
which suggested that the United States was attempting to persuade the European Union into vetoing a proposed gas pipeline
that would divert Russian gas from pipes running through
Ukraine.

Lavrov accused the United States of provoking tensions by conducting military exercises on the Korean peninsula without the
North government's consent. President Trump, in several outspoken tweets, has attacked North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
for several missile tests. All the while, Trump boasted in a bar"I would say that the [U.S.] administration’s actions indicate the
rage of tweets the size and capability of the US nuclear stockpile. fear of honest competition in a whole number of spheres,"
Lavrov said.

“The United States quite plainly says that the military confrontation is inevitable; however, everyone understands the cataIn addition to economic sanctions, Lavrov blamed the United
strophic consequences of such recklessness,” Lavrov said, referStates for the International Olympic Committee’s decision to
ring to Trump’s statement.
ban Russian athletes from competing under their flag. The International Olympic Committee in December announced that Russia would not be able to compete as a national team because of
Russia and China have both supported talks between the two
nations, while Trump has continued to call the negotiations null what the World Anti-Doping Association called a "statesponsored doping scheme." Russian athletes who test positive are
and void.
banned from competing in South Korea, while players and
teams who test negative may participate only as “athletes from
The Russian foreign minister chided Trump's promise that he
Russia” under the Olympic flag.
could rewrite the 2015 nuclear agreement in a way that would
“end the Iranian dictatorship” while not angering Iran or its
people. Trump waived sanctions under the nuclear deal in mid- “Yes, there are the facts of violations made by our athletes, but
no collective punishment has ever been imposed on anyone in
January but suggested that he would not do so again, saying he
such cases,” Lavrov said. “Here I also see the fear of honest comwants to rewrite the agreement’s “terrible flaws.”
petition.”
Lavrov warned Trump of the consequences, saying, “We will not
support what the United States is trying to do, changing the
wording of the agreement, incorporating things that will be absolutely unacceptable for Iran. Changes to Iran’s nuclear agreement with the United States could have broader negative effects,
namely on North Korea, which could view Iran’s experience as a
cautionary tale with implications for its own approach to the
West."
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Trump responded to Lavrov's statement, saying that the Russian
foreign minister had lost his sensibility, using less flattering language.
Lavrov responded, saying, "The United States and its president
need to face the difficult reality that it is no longer, or more likely never was, the world’s only superpower” and “adapt to an increasingly multipolar world."
Page 3

Maia Wilenius Wins School’s Poetry
Out Loud Competition
By: Eva Ondreyka

the contestants, saying, “We may have been competing against
each other, but, in reality, we were all rooting for everyone.”
Wilenius said that the competitors helped each other by
“practicing together and sharing tips in the time leading up to the
competition.”

On January 11th, twelve students participated in the school Poetry
Wilenius now gets to improve her poems even more and compete
Out Loud competition. Poetry Out Loud is a poetry recitation
in the regional competition against students from other districts.
competition that takes place around the country.
When asked if she
would recommend
The goal of the program is to “help students master public speak- that others particiing skills, build self-confidence, and learn about literary history
pate in the competiand contemporary life.” The winners from school competitions
tion next year, she
have the opportunity to compete in a regional competition and
responded, “I would
then can progress to the state and national competitions.
definitely encourage
everyone who wants
to audition to give it
This year’s Hopewell Valley Poetry Out Loud winner is sophoa shot. There’s nothmore Maia Wilenius. Wilenius tried out for the school competition after participating in her English class’ Poetry Out Loud reci- ing to lose.”
tation. Her favorite part of the experience was the unity between

CHS Thespians’ Success

By: Sophia Lo
On January 13th and 14th, members of
CHS’ Thespian Troupe 7964 competed
in at Thespian’s NJ State Competition,
also known as NJThesfest. Once students have participated in the school’s
theatre program and activities, they are
eligible to be inducted into the school’s
Thespian Troupe
At the competition, students can compete in a variety of events, including
acting, singing, dancing, or tech theatre
as individuals or in groups. Besides
competing, there are also theatre-related
workshops for students in addition to
scholarship opportunities for seniors.

Picture of the winners, Ms. Henderson, and Ms. Smith.

play. Students who performed well at
school.”
states and qualified for the International Thespian Festival will be traveling to Other than acting, singing, or tech theaNebraska in June.
tre skills, Thespians teaches students
other essential life skills. Senior Lily
When asked about how Thespians en- Nong said, “Teamwork is such an imhanced her high school experience, Sen- portant life skill. Without it, our techior Julia Rutman said, “I love that being nical theatre team wouldn’t be as sucable to call myself a thespian gives me
cessful and have the accomplishments
connections to a community of students that we do. This is similar to anything
worldwide with very similar interests to in life, whether in school or in the
me. Having a group of talented peers to workforce. You need to rely on your
work with in school has been a very
team in order to create the best prodrewarding experience. I’ve been to the
uct.”
New Jersey State Festival three years in a
row, and when I competed last year at
Many of CHS’s thespians are also workstates, I qualified for the international ing on the spring musical, “The Drowsy
conference in Nebraska.”
Chaperone”. Opening night is Friday,

Julia added, “Attending these festivals
truly opened my eyes to the amount of
This year, CHS’ fall play, “Picnic”, was talent in young people around the
submitted for one of the contests and
world. I have a lot of good memories
won first place in the state. Senior Do- from these trips, and they’re definitely
novan Kazakoff and senior Lily Rutman some of my favorite moments from high
also won awards for their roles in the
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March 2, and the other performances
are on Saturday, March 3, Friday,
March 9, and Saturday, March 10. Visit
https://www.showtix4u.com/ to purchase tickets in advance, or buy tickets
at the door.
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“HOSA: A Healthy Competition”

behavioral health, health career photography, biomedical debate,
and forensic medicine.

By: Eva Nee
Depending on these events, students will perform tasks like take a
The HOSA-Future Health Professionals club, formerly known as
test, demonstrate skills in a scenario, present a project, or analyze
Health Occupations Students of America, aims to promote health
situations and respond to them. The competition lasts almost the
occupations and improve health care. The HOSA club was created
entire day. In last year’s competition, the HOSA team excelled.
in 1976 and started out with a mere 6,000 student members in six
different states.
Sophomore Aima Bhatti is one of the students who participated
in the HOSA competition last year in the Behavioral Health
In 1979, the HOSA leaders adopted the slogan "The Hands of
event, placed second at the regional competition, and advanced to
HOSA Mold the Health of Tomorrow", which demonstrated their the state competition. This year, on February 3rd, Aima and the
mission and focus. Currently, the HOSA organization has grown HOSA Club travelled to the Burlington County Institute of Techto over 200,000 members and has, since then, hosted many com- nology to compete.
petitions.
At competitions, the students participate in varying medical related events. Each event is categorized in the following areas: Health
Science, Health Professions, Emergency Preparedness, Leadership,
Teamwork, and Recognition. Some examples of events include

Princeton Certamen Invitational
By: Abby Van Selous
On February 24th, the Latin Club will be competing in the
Princeton Certamen Invitational. Schools from all across the
country will be attending the competition to put their Latin
knowledge to the test. Teams are comprised of four students
and schools can send multiple teams to tournaments. During
the competition, which is an oral quiz-bowl format, questions
about the Latin Language, Culture, Literature, and Roman
History are tossed up for any of the competitors to answer. If
a team member answers one of these questions correctly, two
bonus questions are then asked to that team.
Latin teacher Ms. LaPorte called the competition “fierce” after
stating, “most schools that participate in Certamen competi-

Aima says, “I joined HOSA because I’m very intrigued by the medical field. My favorite part of HOSA is the fact that we are always
learning something new. Usually, in every meeting, a member of
the club gives a brief presentation on a health-related topic they
prepared, and I really like that.”

tions have Latin programs that start in middle school or even
5th grade.”
In 2015 and 2016, the club won the Novice division at the
Yale Invitational. In addition to this victory, the club has also
won regional and state competitions on numerous occasions.
Other competitions the club competes in includes the Regional Certamen, the New Jersey Junior Classical League State
Convention, and the National Convention.
The Latin Club prepares for competitions every Friday during
lunch. While most of the members of Latin Club are Latin
students, the club is open to everyone interested in joining. If
you are interested in joining, feel free to stop by the Latin
room during lunch on Friday!Princeton Certamen Invitational

SHARC Club
By: Sophia Stivala

her friends, where several ideas were suggested in order to help with her club.

the club has been watching many informational movies on varying aquatic animals.

If you enjoy watching shark movies, or you
care about endangered aquatic animals,
then SHARC Club may be for you. This
club was recently founded by senior Sophia Mahoney. The idea of the club first
started with Sophia’s love for shark movies, including Jaws and 47 Meters Down.

However, Sophia wanted to take it a step
further. She began to think about what
else could be done in this club. Naturally,
she thought that it could be by helping
aquatic animals, sharks included.

The overall goal though is to help raise
awareness. Sophia said that the club is
hoping to have a CHS Shark Week, where
they would be raising awareness of endangered sea animals. After she graduates
towards the end of the year, Sophia hopes
that the club continues even after she’s
gone.

In this club, members either talk about
certain issues that affect aquatic animals,
“After a while, I thought that we should
start a club where we should watch these or they watch movies about them. Right
movies,” Sophia said. She was always talk- before winter break, the club was able to
start watching Jaws. Recently, however,
ing about it in Mr. Schrager’s class with
The
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If you are interested in going, meetings are
held every Tuesday at lunch in Room 211.
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quarter. Junior Meggy Wiley scored Hopewell 13 points on
the court that night with a total of 10 rebounds. Most of the
points came from sophomore Ally Oldfield scoring 20
points for Hopewell Valley Girls Varsity Basketball.

Girls Basketball
By: Margo Friedheim
Hopewell Valley Girls Varsity Basketball Team’s win-to-loss
ratio is 5-5 as of January 17th in the 2017-18 season. The
team roster is made up of 21 girls, three of whom are freshmen Franki Gomez, Jamie Wills, and Acadia Kurtz. As of
January 11th, Hopewell is ranked seventh in the Colonial
Conference and, as the team continues to work harder,
there are hopes of them rising. In 2017, Hopewell beat
West-Windsor-Plainsboro South, Nottingham, and Lawrence.

The girls have six more games left in January, two of which
are against WestWindsorPlainsboro North
and Lawrence.
Hopewell has
triumphed over
them so far, and
let’s hope to keep
it going on the
The girls started off 2018 on the right foot with a win
same path. This
against Lawrence on January 3rd, conquering the game 64month make sure Picture of a foul shot being taken during one
16. Hopewell was leading the entire game with earning 17
of Hopewell’s games
to cheer on the
points both in the first and second quarter, 20 points in the
girls on February
third quarter, and tallying up another 10 points in the last
3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, and 12th at their games.
Cancer June 21-July 22: Three times a lady
is a lot of lady, you might think. But later
on this week you might thinking "Well,
Aries March 21-April 19: Romance is in
the air today, just over the north of France. now that just seems like a fairly standard
If you don't happen to be near the north of amount of lady". And if you think that, well
then I will have done my job.
France then chances are you're going to
strike out again throughout this week. How- Leo July 23-Aug 22: Time will appear to go
very slowly after reading this horoscope
ever, wind directions can vary as much as
since you'll be anticipating wild and fanciful
the accuracy of these horoscopes, so don't
things all day. Your daydreams may, in fact,
panic yet!
Taurus April 20-May 20: If you're looking end up being far less wild than the real
thing - it really is going to be that fantastic.
for something deep and meaningful from
Heart-O-Scopes
By: Michael Stivala

your Valentine's day, your best bet may be
to find an abandoned goldmine and start
digging. On the off-chance that you strike
gold, please remember to tip the fortune
teller on the way out.
Gemini May 21-June 20: Fire, homework
and the 200 intersection - none of these
will get in your way as you chase your way
through the school to get from the gym to
the 400 hallway and land yourself the prize
you aim for. One of the problems with getting your own way with love is that sometimes you have to be a bit evil. Thing is you're a natural, that's all.
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will bring you so much fortune that you'd
think you'd been run over by a van full of
medics. Your fortune won't be from gold or
jewels, but will instead be a loving relationship.

Sagittarius Nov 22-Dec 21: Today will be a
mixed bag of blessings and misfortune.
Blessings will come in the guise of beautiful
people all wanting to contact you out of the
blue. Misfortunes will come in the rather
more evident guise of waking up to discover
that this is untrue. Yes, that's right - it was all
Virgo Aug 23-Sept 22: The most exciting of a dream! You are my favorite cliche.
all star-signs has so much fun in store for
Capricorn Dec 22-Jan19: Relationship
Valentine's day. In amongst the treats and status may change this week, either due to
favors you receive from a loved one will also some pre-planned marriage type thing, or
be the respect, love and adoration you truly possibly just a typing error on a homework.
deserve.
Either way, love is in the cards for you.
Libra Sept 23-Oct 22: Life is a box of beau- Aquarius Jan 20-Feb 18: Robots tend to
tifully rich and gorgeous chocolates. Which have more luck than you at finding love.
is a reminder, by the way, to go and get
This month will see no alteration of that
some for your loved one. If you do happen sad fact. However, it is possible that a roto forget, then no doubt there's some equal- bot may fall in love with you.
ly romantic poem that you can find on a
Pisces Feb 19-March 20: Waiting for your
search engine somewhere.
loved one to come to you could be a big
Scorpio Oct 23-Nov 21: Valentine's day

mistake. This is especially true for at least
The
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Superintendent Proposes
Random Drug Testing
Program
By: Anna Salvatore
An HVCHS student recently discovered
fentanyl on school grounds. The lethal
synthetic drug is 50-100 times the strength
of heroin, and it has prompted President
Trump to declare a national emergency
after tens of thousands of fatal overdoses.
This discovery marks only the latest development in Hopewell's intensifying drug
problem.
During the 2015-2016 school year, seven
students violated the high school’s substance abuse policy. This number rose
steeply in the 2016-2017 school year to
twenty-four student violations.

July 2017 and held her first public hearing
in October. “I visited two high school sociology classes, held eight open student focus
groups at the high school during lunch,
and four parent focus groups,” said Mrs.
Steffner.
Livingston community members voiced
their opinions at public information sessions. Supporters of random drug testing
argued that random drug screening was
both a necessary and legally justified way of
combating teenage drug use.
Similarly, Dr. Smith cited the Supreme
Court case TLO v. United States in his announcement email. The 1985 decision in
favor of Piscataway High School held that
schools have an interest in maintaining
order. This interest must coexist with students’ legitimate expectation of privacy.
Therefore, school officials are held to the
reasonable cause standard when conducting searches – not the probable cause standard – and they aren’t required to have a
warrant.

“a third of the students in [Hunterdon’s]
upper grades have used illegal drugs and
that 40% of students in the same grades
have been intoxicated within the survey’s
prior twelve-month period.” With 24 violations in the most recent school year, it’s
unclear that Hopewell would satisfy the
same special-needs test.
Ms. Weisberg further explained, “The
ACLU of New Jersey’s read of the evidence
is that random student drug testing is not
only ineffective, but actually counterproductive.” Surely this standpoint was influenced by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), which Ms. Weisberg referenced
in her recent letter to the Livingston school
board. The AAP is opposed to random
drug screenings due to “limited evidence of
efficacy” and the possibility of deteriorating
school morale.

Over the next few months, the school community will deliberate on Dr. Smith’s proposal. The Board of Education will review
the policy after Dr. Smith holds public
meetings, and if they approve it at their
On the other hand, opponents of the LivMay meeting, random drug screenings will
ingston policy brandished a letter on behalf go into effect for the 2018-2019 school
of the ACLU-NJ. Catalyst Fellow Liza Weis- year.
berg, the letter’s drafter, questions the legal
It’s impossible to predict what may happen
implications of random drug screenings
in the deliberative process. Perhaps we will
and is skeptical about their efficacy.
follow Livingston’s path; facing community
The proposal is in its early stages, but the
Citing the NJ Supreme Court case Joye v.
backlash, Mrs. Steffner recently tabled her
basic facts are well-established. Any high
school student involved in “interscholastic Hunterdon Central Regional High School Board proposal in order to hold more public inof Education, Ms. Weisberg explained that
formation sessions. After all, the HV Reathletics, extracurricular activities, and/or
schools should have an acute and carefully gional Board of Education has already reco-curricular activities, or who hold a perdocumented drug crisis before they consid- ceived a letter from the ACLU. Perhaps the
mit to park on school property” will be in
er implementing random drug testing. “In proposal will be swiftly accepted by the
the testing pool. Each student will be assigned a random ID number, and they will Joye, there were anonymous and controlled school community.
eventually be called to the nurse’s office for surveys, there were first-hand statements
“No matter where students, parents, and
a urinalysis test. Students who test positive from school personnel who had witnessed
community members come out on this
student
drug
use,
there
were
about
two
cannot face legal consequences,
issue,” says Ms. Weisberg, “they should
outside
studies
commissioned,
and
this
but they may be subject to counseling altermake their voices heard, and debate with
whole
process
took
two
years,”
said
Ms.
natives.
one another, and engage with the school
Weisberg.
board and administration. Because your
Two months ago, the superintendent of
Although
not
insignificant,
Hopewell’s
voices are really powerful.”
Livingston Public Schools, Chris Steffner,
drug
problem
doesn’t
seem
comparable
to
proposed a nearly identical drug screening
program. She began the inquiry process in Hunterdon’s. The Joye decision states that
Although Superintendent Thomas Smith
acknowledged that “we do not have an epidemic,” he sent out a community-wide
email on December 13th to address the
issue. He proposed a random substance
screening policy for students in grades 9-12,
citing the “overwhelmingly positive” results
that similar programs have reaped in local
districts. Dr. Smith will hold two public
information hearings in the spring.
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