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A letter from the

President

Dear Stanner Family,

F E AT U R E S

As the years progress,

Inspired by the death of an ill boy who knew nothing of his
faith two hundred years ago, the Marist Brothers Institute was
founded by Marcellin Champagnat. In the hill country of France,
a group of young men dedicated their lives to making Jesus
Christ known and loved through the education of young people
– a mission that has been carried out by generations of Marist
Brothers and lay people across the globe. Fast-forward to 2016,
and what is our mission as Marists today? The Marist charism
calls on each of us to live out these five pillars everyday: simplicity,
presence, family spirit, love of work – all in the way of Mary. In
other words, putting the needs of others before our own, caring
for our friends and neighbors as family, service to others, and
a strong sense of faith are the cornerstones of being Marist.

our administration and
faculty routinely consider
new best practices and
technological
which

advances

enhance

educational

standards

at Molloy. We continue
to evaluate the evolving needs of our students because
their success depends on our ability to move with the times.
Enriching our scholarship program remains at the heart of our
development efforts, but the ability to offer a modern learning
environment is equally as crucial. A high standard of education,
featuring strong course offerings, top tier educators, and
technologically advanced facilities, will ensure that enrollment

The cover of this year’s Stanner Life magazine calls attention to

remains high and the Marist charism will continue to inspire

the Marist Bicentennial, the 200th anniversary of the founding

here at Molloy.

of the Marist Brothers. This is a significant marker in the history
of Marist schools across the globe. The Marist Brothers' lessons
taught at St. Ann’s Academy and Molloy have been in place now
for 200 years. Think of how the five pillars inspired you as a
student or later in life as an adult. Think of friendships made,
the moments you helped someone in need, and the teachers,
coaches, and counselors who were present for you.
As I enter a new school year as President of Molloy, the Marist
Bicentennial has provided a wonderful reminder that it is the
Marist spirit that makes Molloy a truly unique high school
experience. Now more than ever, our Marist identity pervades
all aspects of the daily operations of our school. From teaching
our students in the classrooms, to engaging with their parents,
to seeking new opportunities in education, and nurturing faith
and personal growth, the lessons of the Marist Brothers must
always be at the forefront of everything that we do.
In furthering the mission of the Marist Brothers, I have made it
a priority to simultaneously help bring Molloy into the future.

I am excited to celebrate the Marist Bicentennial with fellow
alumni. You would be hard-pressed to find a Stanner who
has not been inspired in some way by a Marist Brother. Their
influence on our school and way of life is clear, and we owe
them a great deal of thanks for nurturing our intellectual
curiosity and spirituality. As we move ahead into the 2016-17
school year, I hope that you will join us at our alumni events and
join in our celebration of 200 years of Marist life.

Archbishop Molloy High School
St. Ann’s Academy

The Marist Bicentennial will also pave the way to “Stanner 125”,

RICHARD KARSTEN ‘81
President
DARIUS PENIKAS
Principal

the 125th anniversary of the founding of St. Ann’s Academy
and Molloy, which will be celebrated during the 2017-18 school
year. It promises to be an exciting time, and I encourage you
to stay active and interested in your alma mater. Read The
Beehive, update us with any news in your life, and of course be
sure to come see us at our events throughout the year. Until
then, enjoy Stanner Life and have a safe and relaxing summer.
Non scholae sed vitae

Richard Karsten ‘81
President
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The Fund For Molloy – Your Impact

The Fund For Molloy

THE

Creating

Opportunities

STANNER CHALLENGE

WHAT IS
THE STANNER
CHALLENGE?

An anonymous Stanner has
generously agreed that every

Your Gift:
$100.00
Stanner Match:
$100.00

By The Numbers
Creating Opportunities!

1,560

Full Enrollment

30%

of the campus has been refurbished and
renovated to create a modern learning
environment which enables our dynamic faculty
to inspire, motivate, and challenge students.

donation made to The Fund

The Results Are Powerful!

For Molloy will be matched up

$100M

to $100,000 for a limited time!

in college scholarships
awarded to the
Class of 2016.

86

Find out more about The Fund For

Total Gift:
$200.00!

Molloy on page 5 or visit us online at

www.molloyhs.org/donate
and make your gift today!

1,353 College Scholarships
($73,909 avg amount awarded to Class of 2016)

252 Scholarship Winners
(63% of the Class of 2016, avg of 5 per student)

students earned Advanced Placement Scholar Awards in 2016
(Completing 3 or more AP exams with a score of 3 or higher)

Your Impact Since 2012:

1,213 students have benefited from Molloy's scholarship program.
(303 students per year are awarded, roughly 19% of the student body)

$4,081,860

Needs Assistance has seen
has been

awarded through Molloy's scholarship
program. The average award is $3,365,
covering about 41% of tuition ($8,240).
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a significant increase by

365%

You have made the difference in helping Molloy meet these challenges
yesterday and today. Thank you! You can continue to make an impact
online any time at www.molloyhs.org/donate
The Fund For Molloy
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NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
A Tradition of Giving

M

by Craig Katinas ‘93 & Joe Sommo ‘03

olloy annually provides over $1 million in scholarships and

the heroes of 9/11. In this year's issue of Stanner Life, we highlight a

The Zephiriny Society
Legacy Giving to Molloy

T

by Craig Katinas ‘93 & Joe Sommo ‘03

hrough Legacy Gifts, many Stanners

our 6 acre campus. Through legacy gifts

capabilities of Molloy to continue to be a

have shaped Molloy's future and

received Molloy has a wing housing our

premier Catholic college preparatory school
that is accessible and affordable.

needs assistance grants to deserving students. Many of

wonderful Named Scholarship that has benefited many students and

these are Named Scholarships, which are established by alumni, family

families. The philanthropy of the Scandole family has allowed Molloy to

propelled our 'Stanner Mission' forward.

science labs and theater programs, an

members, and friends of Molloy who wish to honor a legacy or memory,

celebrate the legacy of Robert Scandole '83 in a a beautiful way, as their

Making a gift by including Molloy in your

additional gymnasium allowing athletes more

or to be remembered for their support of Catholic education. Named

generosity means so much to our students and to our traditions. The

opportunities to train and compete, a new

Scholarships honor our Marist Brothers, our lay teachers, our classmates,

Robert Scandole Memorial Scholarship honors Robert's giving spirit, and

long-term financial or estate plan is an

state-of-the-art library and research lab, and

our parents, and our children. They also honor first responders, and

it will continue to inspire our community for generations to come.

important decision. It encompasses more

If you would like to make a gift toward a Named Scholarship featured in Stanner Life, learn about others, or receive
information about how you can establish a new Named Scholarship, visit www.molloyhs.org or call 718.441.9210.

The Robert Scandole memorial scholarship

R

obert Scandole '83 was a Vice

Trade Center, where Robert worked. His is a

President at Cantor Fitzgerald. A well

loss felt by all members of the Stanner family.

respected finance professional, colleagues
and clients alike knew Robert as a caring and
competent man who made everyone around
him feel comfortable. His positive attitude
helped him achieve great success in the
business world.

Seeking a way to honor Robert's legacy,

The Linda & Thomas Bergen Scholarship
Fund & Legacy Giving To Molloy

T

homas Bergen '62 is a member of

"As we enter the more mature

the second class to enter Molloy.

phases of our lives, we more clearly

of the Marist Brothers in providing the

for success. They left me with a

highest level of excellence in education to

desire to support and perpetuate

each student. This dedication was equally

that influence for the betterment of

focused on preparing all students for the

others. We also support St. Jude's

beginning of a successful college career. It

Children's Hospital, which Linda has

is this, more than anything else, which has

always held near to her heart."

reinforced my pride in being a Stanner," said

The Bergens established The Linda & Thomas

Tom. Furthering his connection to Molloy,

unprepared for college, Molloy has

Bergen Scholarship Fund at Molloy in 2006.

Tom's brother, Henry, and son, Matthew, are

accomplished a herculean task in continuing

"We wanted to help students receive the

both Stanners (Classes of 1967 and 1991).

same educational opportunities that I

to graduate many of America's best students

No matter how busy he may have been in the

experiencing financial difficulties."

Named Scholarships

Contact (718) 441-9210 for more information.

profound influence on my chances

Hall of Fame sketch.

.

These gifts have and will directly impact the

Molloy, it was the extraordinary commitment

all academic requirements, but who may be

Summer 2016

our building blocks since 1892. Look around

"Molloy and Notre Dame had a

first and foremost in his life. He adored them."

.

to help you choose the best option for you.

common denominator in my four years at

Pictured: Robert Scandole's Stanner

Stanner Life Magazine

totaling $3.7 million through estate planning.

talked about sending his daughters there some

world of finance, Robert always made time to

6

important to you. Estate gifts have been

supported scholarships there, and he always

The scholarship assists students who meet

cut tragically short in the attack on the World

team at the Stanner Alumni Center is here

helped us along the way," said Tom.

In particular, his wife and two daughters were

On September 11th, 2001, Robert's life was

Stanners establish 12 legacy gifts at Molloy

standard to meet. "If there was a single

support of something he would be proud of.

maintained a deep sense of faith.

lasting impact on the people and places

"Robert loved Molloy. As an alumnus he

a way to keep his name and legacy alive in

the less fortunate, he worked hard, and he

your own personal and financial goals. The

support to Molloy while helping you achieve

people and institutions which most

of his brother. "He was very family oriented.

the lives of his family and friends, he served

Since 2010, we have been blessed to help

Ann's Academy, Tom knew there was a high

always put others first," said Chris Scandole

charism in every way. He was ever present in

about harnessing your passion to make a

Scandole Memorial Scholarship at Molloy.

said Chris. "Establishing this scholarship was

person. He embodied the pillars of the Marist

countless students receiving scholarships.

recognize the importance of the

"Robert was just a good person at heart. He

Robert was a generous and compassionate

program, planned gifts provide meaningful

than financial goals and tax benefits. It’s

Having heard of the proud lineage of St.

day. The school was near and dear to him,"

a profound impact on their relationship.

for future students or enhance a particular

the Scandole family established The Robert

His greatest success, however, was his family.

be with his family. His dedication to them had

Whether you want to endow a scholarship

Thanks to the generosity
of an anonymous donor,
there is currently a $10,000
gift challenge in support
of Robert's scholarship.
Donations made now through
September 16th, 2016 will be
matched up to $10,000! Visit
www.molloyhs.org/donate to
make a gift today!

After Molloy, Tom went on to study at the
University of Notre Dame and was later
accepted into the Air Force. After his service,
he enjoyed a successful career in financial
services at Citibank. He is also happily
married to his wife Linda. Together, Linda

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Linda Bergen.

up to 60% of 12th graders are deemed
not proficient in reading and math, and

and in recording a 100% acceptance rate

received years ago. Molloy has done an

into four year colleges, not to mention

extraordinary job in assisting needy students,

the substantial college scholarship awards

but they could never have accomplished that

received by a number of Molloy students.

noble goal without the involvement of the

Linda and I envision a continuation of this

thousands of Molloy alumni. We wanted to

much heralded success. It is not only good for

be a part of that endeavor."

the advancement of Catholic education, it is

and Tom have established a tradition of

In 2016, Linda and Tom decided to leave

good for America. We hope that our gift will

charitable giving in their family.

a legacy gift to Molloy. "In an era when

help to perpetuate that success."
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The Zephiriny Society
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Leadership & Presence

Principal Penikas sheds his “new” title and looks to shape Molloy for the future. Interview by Joe Sommo ‘03

W

ith his inaugural year at Molloy now complete, Principal
Darius Penikas can finally exhale. The first lay principal

tannNeerws frLoimfeA: round Molloy
S			
Walkathon Opens New Doors

in St. Ann’s / Molloy history, Mr. Penikas joined the

Marist family in August 2015 with high expectations. Fortunately,

The 22nd annual Walkathon was a huge success as students and their

the former St. John’s Prep teacher and coach and St. John the
Baptist administrator hit the ground running right from the start.
Molloy, it turned out, was right in his comfort zone. “The many
preconceived notions I had of the kind of place Molloy is were
confirmed early on in my experience here,” said Mr. Penikas of his
quick acclimation to Stanner High. “Molloy is different from other
schools in a way. Molloy has ‘it’, which I can most easily define as a
warm, welcoming, encouraging atmosphere that is serious about
academics and very supportive of personal and spiritual growth.”

The St. Marcellin Champagnat Society
Reaches Out in Jamaica

families reached Molloy’s goal of $150,000. All money raised will fund

The St. Marcellin Champagnat Society (SMCS), founded over 10 years

enhanced security features around the building including new exterior

ago by Br. Pat Hogan and Mr. Chris Dougherty ’91, is a service society

doors, electronic

that facilitates opportunities for students, alumni, and faculty to serve

locks, and additional

ill, needy, and disabled individuals in the United States and abroad. The

cameras. The front

society has volunteered in France, Peru, Nicaragua, and Jamaica as well

entrance and main

as here in the United States. In 2016, SMCS returned to Jamaica for

lobby near Manton

one week to team up

Street will also be

with Mustard Seed

upgraded with new

Communities, a nonprofit organization

An important early focus for Mr. Penikas was getting to know his

of each day. I publicly focus on the good because I want to inspire and

lighting and a more

fellow administrators, faculty, and staff. He accomplished this in part

provide motivation for the next set of great accomplishments.”

welcoming design.

dedicated to “caring

“We are very pleased

for the most vulnerable

with the participation of our students and their families in support of our

populations in society.”

most recent Walkathon goal,” said President Karsten. “The money raised

Children and adults

from our Walkathon will directly improve the safety of every student at

with disabilities,

Molloy beginning in fall 2016. These upgrades will help us to maintain

teen mothers and their babies, those in need of proper nutrition and

our standing as a comfortable, safe, and premier learning institution.”

education, and others are all assisted by Mustard Seed. SMCS organized

by scheduling observations throughout the year to get a sense of each
teacher’s classroom presence. “I was impressed by our faculty and staff.
It is important to me that my relationship with them is one of support
so I can help bring the best out in them.” Mr. Penikas also regularly
encourages teachers to meet with him and present their ideas or
concerns. “Times are changing, and change is always warranted. As long
as we maintain a collaborative environment, we will do well to achieve

Mr. Penikas has worked hard to implement several curriculum and
schedule changes. “Molloy will offer a new Computer Science Principles
AP class with three sections. This is the first step in a campaign to increase
our footprint in this subject. We’ve engaged teachers here and hired
an additional teacher to usher in this change.” As a result of the master
schedule change, the school day will be extended in fall 2016 as all classes

the best interests of our school.”

will now be the same length. This will provide students the opportunity

Another important relationship is that of Principal and parent. Mr.

and other electives. “Our course offerings should widen with the new

to take more academic classes before they graduate, including AP courses

Molloy Celebrates International Day
Now 35 years running, International Day offers an opportunity for
our students to celebrate their diverse cultural backgrounds through

Penikas believes parents are “essential collaborators” in the education

schedule, and I believe students will benefit in the long run,” said Mr.

of their children. “We seek to provide resources to parents throughout

Penikas. The new schedule also allows the Science Research Program to

the year to engage them more directly and answer their questions. For

move into the school day. Previously it was only available before and after

instance, we implemented a college panel night this year that featured

school. “The program’s capacity should increase, and hopefully it will now

representatives from private, city, and Ivy League universities. Parents

get certified so students can receive up to seven college credits.”

to the Caribbean,

One of the improvements on the principal’s wish list is establishing

across the globe were

were invited to attend and ask questions about the college application
process.” Mr. Penikas plans to host similar events next year. “Parentteacher night is still important, but if they have questions about raising
teenagers in the Internet age, and accounting for evolutions in technology
and social media, we want to provide that kind of support as well.”
Mr. Penikas has also gotten to know many students. His presence can
be seen at the majority of the events on Molloy’s busy calendar. “It’s
important to be visible because one of the Marist pillars is presence.
There is a tremendous amount of wisdom in that, and being present

At the center of Mr. Penikas’ first year experience at Molloy has been
living the Marist charism. “To me, being Marist means being a very
caring, compassionate, and encouraging person to anyone you meet.”
Mr. Penikas witnessed this sentiment on display at Esopus this summer

used to celebrate the many successes of students and faculty. “There’s too

cornerstones of the Molloy experience, and I am excited to see the Class

much negativity in our society. I feel there are so many wonderful things

of 2020 live it for the first time. Hopefully I can help them understand

that happen daily at Molloy that need to be brought to the forefront

that it’s a wonderful opportunity being ‘new’ at Molloy.”

.

represented at this
year’s International Day.
“Students and their

think it could be a useful tool for further improving student life.”

last fall and in July, I now know what a great place it is. It’s one of the

Summer 2016

dozens of countries all

content using their own studios, and I believe Molloy can do the same. I

when he attended his first Freshman Camp. “After visiting Esopus

.

Middle East, and Africa

but I’m very determined. Other schools I’ve worked at produce great

students each morning during homeroom announcements – a time he

Stanner Life Magazine

South America to the

Molloy’s own television studio. “This project may take a few years,

allows me to show my support in a powerful way.” He even greets

8

song, dance, and homemade ethnic foods. From Europe to East Asia,

Leadership & Presence

Indian Club perform during International Day 2016

families were excited
and extremely prideful

to take part in these cultural performances and to share their homemade
dishes,” said Principal Penikas, who served on the International Day
planning committee for the first time. “I was impressed by the amount
of preparation that went into the day, and credit the students, their
families, and our faculty for really bringing this event to life.” The hungry
crowd of 400 students, parents, faculty, and alumni enjoyed many
delicious bites including whole coal fire roasted pig, lasagna, Asian
glass noodles and dumplings, empanadas, tortas, smoked cheeses from
Holland, Dutch pancakes, Irish soda bread, and more.

and stocked food pantries, assisted with landscaping and the building of
new facilities, and spent time with the residents. After this experience,
SMCS volunteered in Costa Rica in June. More info about that trip will be
published this fall in The Beehive (www.molloyhs.org/beehive)!

Students Visit Bloomberg Offices
Students in Molloy’s Investment and Environmental Clubs visited the
Manhattan offices of Bloomberg LP. Bloomberg representative Amanda
Garcia '05 demonstrated the use of a trading platform/software that
helps the user understand
trading through a
unique analysis process.
Essentially, users analyze a
stock and its characteristics
and determine if it is worth
investing in. “The students
not only saw Bloomberg's
program in action, they got
to use it as well,” explained

Photo courtesy of Amanda Garcia '05.

social studies teacher Mr. Mike Harrison. Students later enjoyed a tour of
the Bloomberg offices, which was of interest to the Environmental Club
because a large percentage of the construction and furnishing elements
in the building are recycled refuse. “It was great for the students to see a
company that does well for the environment,” said Mr. Harrison.

Stanner Life Magazine
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The Class of 2016 Earns
Over $100 Million in College Scholarships
earned over $100 million in college scholarships. A total of 1,353
scholarships were awarded to 252 students (63% of the class) from
many of the top universities in the US and abroad.
Salutatorian Shania Chua '16 addressed her peers during the
commencement ceremony. “Thank you, Molloy. Thank you for
placing me among such a bright group of students that challenged
me on a daily basis and showed me the true meaning of friendship.
Feeble steps as freshmen have led to huge leaps as seniors. Like a

Celebrating the Student-Athlete
by Joe Sommo ‘03 & Gus Esgro

baby experiences his or her first, we have experienced our firsts of
adulthood. Firsts are what force us into uncomfortable situations.

Pictured left to right: Ruben Cerri-Droz (University of Delaware, Men’s Swimming), Harry Ortof (University of Massachusetts Amherst, Men’s Swimming), Alessandro

Firsts are what changed us and developed us into the people that

Markovic (Siena College, Men’s Soccer), Kieran Rock (Adelphi University, Men’s Track & Field), Jesse Rodrigues (Siena College, Men’s Soccer), Sarah Kowpak

we are today. So my fellow graduates, I ask you to never stop
experiencing your firsts.”
Members of the Class of 2016 wear their university gear on the front steps of Molloy.

Saturday, June 4th marked Archbishop Molloy High School’s 124th

(Northeastern, Women’s Track & Field, High Jump), Michael Reddy (University of Newhaven, Track & Field), Kathryn Gibson (Molloy College, Women’s Varsity
Basketball), Carolyn Crocker (Manhattan College, Women’s Swimming), Rebecca Markunas (Lehigh University, Women’s Golf).

Valedictorian Shibangi Saha '16 then shared her remarks during
the commencement ceremony. “What can I possibly say that justly
describes our journey together as classmates? What advice or thoughts

olloy’s high academic

en route to a student's best college fit. For

decades. The important thing to remember is

standards foster

student-athletes, these meetings are essential

the emphasis is as much on the ‘student’ as

an environment in

in what has become an extremely competitive

it is on the ‘athlete’ both at Molloy and the

which an athlete

process. “Regardless of whether or not a

college level.”

commencement ceremony. The Class of 2016 made their proud

can I offer to such a talented group of individuals who have survived so

procession to the stage in the Colden Auditorium at Queens College in

much and emerged from every obstacle stronger and wiser? Today we

must be strong not only on the field of play,

student-athlete is awarded a scholarship,

front of friends and family – a culmination of four years of hard work. Like

celebrate the constant perseverance and determination that got us to

but equally up to the task in their studies. This

playing a sport in college is an impressive

many classes before them, the Class of 2016 has left their own unique

this point, and which will carry us for the rest of our lives.” She continued,

idea is reinforced during every practice and

achievement,” said Mr. Esgro. “Student-

imprint on Molloy. They have made a lasting impression on their teachers

“Things do go wrong. Losses of opportunity, dreams, hope, and even life.

game by an experienced coaching staff who

athletes make up a very small percentage

and on one another, and they have also set new standards in academics

What happens next? We must overcome the adversity, no matter when

tend to the dozens of teams that make up

of the student body at most schools, and

and athletics for future classes to reach. Amazingly, the Class of 2016 has

or how it hits.”

Stanner athletics. Championships alone won’t

programs can be very competitive. Varying

keep you at the head of the class, and it’s the
added stipulation of academic success that
both inspires student-athletes and propels
them to the heights they wish to reach.
Each year, Molloy nurtures impressive studentathletes who participate on 44 teams across 17
Varsity sports. A smaller percentage of those

University of Arizona, University of North Carolina, University of Notre

or grants, thereby elevating them to the NCAA

Academy, University of Edinburgh (UK), Vassar, Villanova, Williams

10
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Division I, II, and III levels.

soon as possible,” explained Mr. Esgro. “Even
some Division III schools will fill the bulk of
a time crunch for our student-athletes, but

athletes are awarded money. That could be

it’s another instance where scholarships can

intimidating, but that’s where we as

provide incentive to make an early decision.

counselors come in. We try to focus
the search to find the best situation
for each student-athlete.” Meetings
happen as early as sophomore year.

a better position to earn college scholarships

try to fill their roster spots for the next year as

so an even smaller percentage of student-

with college guidance counselors can

the total student-athlete puts these players in

than other students might. “College coaches

their rosters by January 1st. This can create

Fortunately, the emphasis Molloy places on
Boston College, Marist College, Northeastern, Purdue, Sophie Davis,

pressure of deciding on their college earlier

number of scholarships and grants available,

players plan to compete at the college level.
Members of the Class of 2016 will attend Amherst, Barnard, Baylor,

Dame, University of Pennsylvania, Tufts University, United States Naval

budgets at different schools can also affect the

Student-athletes can also face the added

While the field of competition can be
tough, Mr. Esgro believes Stanners
are well prepared for the process.
“Much like our academically gifted

College, Yale, and more. 18% of the Class of 2016 will attend St. John’s

Mr. Gus Esgro is one of Molloy’s versatile

students, Molloy’s student-athletes

University. 7% of our graduates will attend Adelphi. 3% will call NYU

college guidance counselors. Between himself

are routinely heavily recruited. That

home, while another 3% will attend Fordham. (See more in the Senior

and fellow counselor Mr. Ted McGuinness ’81,

says a lot about our program across

Issue of The Stanner newspaper at www.molloyhs.org)

the department gets to know each student.

Pictured: Sydney Small '16 signs to play Women’s Soccer at Adelphi

the board, and it’s also a well-

University. Joined by parents Clifton & Caroline, Principal Darius

They work one on one to form a unique plan

established fact going back many

Penikas, Athletic Director Mike McCleary & Varsity Coach Judy Zink.

The Class of 2016
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Continued
Considering the rising costs of private

Manhattan looks for in its swimmers. “I feel

Of course a scholarship is not the only

next batch of exceptional student-athletes.

proud to be among several Division I female

and opportunity meet, and this year, through

education, athletic scholarships can go a

I did the best I could do. I’m a competitive

incentive to play college sports. Many of our

They also raise the profile of Molloy’s sports

athletes representing Molloy from my class.”

daily practices and tremendous efforts, our

long way for many student-athletes and their

person, and I never want to let my team down.

students do so for the love of the game. “We

programs as a whole. “During a recent signing

student-athletes have won 4 divisional titles,

families. It's definitely a worthwhile goal.”

I love swimming.”

have students that will be going to selective

by 10 of our best student-athletes across

Another way Molloy celebrates the student-

schools such as the US Naval Academy,

several different sports, there was definitely a

Williams College, and SUNY Geneseo

buzz among the other students in attendance,”

– all schools that do not award athletic

said Mr. Esgro. That buzz can also extend

scholarships. They choose to be students first,

beyond Manton Street, as Molloy continually

majoring in engineering, which will combine

but that doesn’t take away from the passion

looks to recruit students at the 8th grade level.

with swimming to present a challenging

they have for their sport,” said Mr. Esgro.

“There’s no better recruiting tool than the

Carolyn Crocker ’16 is one example of an early
decision. She signed to swim Division I at
Manhattan College in January after attending
several open houses and being recruited
personally by coaches and players. Carolyn
felt Manhattan’s program was the best fit
for her, particularly after she was offered
academic and athletic scholarships. Carolyn
was a four year member of Molloy’s girls
Varsity swimming team and senior co-captain

Carolyn takes that passion with her to a
Division I program that will require up to nine
practices a week. In addition, she plans on

workload and busy schedule. “Playing Division
I is a great accomplishment, but also hard
work. Manhattan College made it clear that
it is important to be a well-rounded student-

Molloy proudly celebrates the hard work and
accomplishments of its student-athletes in

success of our students and student-athletes,”
noted Mr. Esgro.

athlete is with Athletic Awards Night, a

reached 4 league finals, won 11 Brooklyn/

ceremony established over a decade ago that

Queens Championships, and reached 3 City

honors the top players in each sport. While

Finals while winning 1 City Championship.

many of the awards are based on athletic

In addition, we had 4 teams reach the State

performance, one of the most prestigious

Playoffs.”

awards is given to players who have excelled in
both the field of play and the classroom.
In his remarks at the ceremony, Athletic
Director Mr. Mike McCleary painted a vibrant

Parents and classmates showed their support
during Athletic Awards Night with showers of
applause throughout. It was a wonderful night
that honored the hard work of underclassmen,

a number of different ways. Public signings,

Carolyn was among the students to have a

picture of Stanner athletics. “Molloy opened

or “Signing Days”, have become more visible

public signing this year. “It felt good to be

its doors almost 60 years ago, and our athletic

events in recent years. These signings are

recognized, especially since sometimes my

programs have always been a great factor in

by the seniors. The challenges, the sacrifices,

and the culmination of four years of dedication

in 2015-16. The team has gone undefeated

athlete though. It helps to know that the

in the regular season four years running and

coaches have said they will be understanding

photographed and promoted online via social

teammates and I feel that swimming can be an

our mission to enhance the mind, body, and

the moments of glory, and the balance of

won three consecutive CHSAA championships.

when studying becomes the priority. Overall

media, helping to not only celebrate the

underappreciated sport compared to ‘the big

spirit of our students. The student-athletes

everything in between is the true mark of a

Carolyn was a big part of that success, and she

I’m not worried about the workload. I'm

achievements of these players, but to raise

sports’. It is a lot of hard work and our season

of today are continuing our tradition of

student-athlete, and it is cause for celebration.

possesses many of the leadership qualities

excited to get started.”

the bar for underclassmen who represent the

is longer than many other sports. Still, I am

excellence. Success happens when preparation

Molloy’s Top Athletes Headline
Athletic Awards Night
The Jack Curran Outstanding Senior Athlete

University in September on an

Award is presented each year at Athletic

athletic scholarship.

Awards Night to the overall best male and
Swimmers Harry Ortof, Carolyn Crocker, & Ruben

Athletic Awards Night recognizes the top players in

NYS High Jump Champ Sarah Kowpak is joined at her

Cerri-Droz. Parents stand w/ Coach Dennis Wresch.

each of Molloy’s sports programs.

signing by Coach Kawan Lovelace ‘94.

female athletes in the senior class. “This is
often a very difficult award to determine
because of the many achievements among our
senior class – especially this year,” said Athletic
Director Mike McCleary.

the Varsity soccer team and
was First Team All Tablet and

This year’s female recipient was Rebecca

was MSG Varsity Player of the

Rebecca Markunas (Golf) and Jesse Rodrigues (Soccer).

Markunas ’16, who competed on Molloy’s

Year and All-MSG Varsity First

Varsity golf team for four years. She is 45-3 all

Team. Jesse was the leading

League four times, and All City twice. They

soccer team and provided the winning

won an amazing 24 CHSAA Championships and

goal with 12 seconds left to secure that

qualified for 12 state playoffs between golf

championship. He is attending Siena College

and soccer. They represent an All American,

in the fall.

Honorable Mention All American, Outstanding

She was also co-captain of the girls Varsity

Between them, Rebecca and Jesse hold nine

Athlete in the CHSAA, a State Champion, and

swim team, which went a combined 86-2

school and league records. They were on

and Academic All-State honors. “Rebecca and

including several undefeated seasons during

a combined eight All Tournament Teams,

Jesse give true meaning to the term ‘student-

her tenure. Rebecca will attend Lehigh

named All Tablet five times, All MSG Varsity

athlete’” said Mr. McCleary.

PGA Championship. She is ranked #1 in the
Met PGA Junior Player of the Year standings.

Louie (Bowling), Justin Cole (Basketball), Victoria Perillo (Softball), Lara McFadden (Soccer), Andrew Garabito (Track & Field), Rebecca Markunas (Golf).
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three times, All Times Ledger three times, All

goal scorer for the 2015-16 City Champion

as a freshman and later won the NYC Junior

(Track & Field), Lynn-Saskya Toussaint (Step Squad), Jack Mangin (Soccer), Jane McNoble (Volleyball), Vincent Antignani (Handball), Shania Chua (Swimming), Kevin

Jesse served as captain of

Principal Penikas poses with the top overall athletes for 2015-16,

She participated in the State Playoffs as early

Chui (Tennis), Emily Casey (Lacrosse), Dylan Haynes (Step Squad), Lucia Leandri (Tennis), Brendan Woods (Swimming), Mikayla Roberts (Cross Country), Liam Rock

was Jesse Rodrigues ’16.

Times Ledger as a senior. He

time competing against all male competition.

Principal Darius Penikas joins the winners of the top student-athlete award: Emily Peckham (Basketball), Frank Cerillo (Baseball), John Ambert (Basketball), Andrew

This year’s male recipient
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“Since I took over as Stanner Players Director
in 2013, I feel that the quality of productions
has been extremely professional," said Ms.
Shannon Winters '06. "I have been blessed to
work with incredible set, lighting, and sound
contacts who have enhanced the quality of
our productions, and last year we purchased
our own lighting equipment. This is a huge
compliment in that Molloy’s administration

The Arts

The Stanner Players present "Alice in

investment. I have also been blown away by the

Kemp ‘17 portrays The Mad Hatter.

students’ dedication to our theater program.

one on one advising to help them build their

Juniors can take Two Dimensional Design &

Many of them take AP and Honors classes, yet

portfolio and be prepared for auditions.

Drawing as an elective. “This class is more

they still practice multiple days per week.”

Molloy has been represented in the NYSSMA

Opportunities arise for each school band to

program in recent years. David Kemp ’17 is one

perform throughout the year. You may find the

such success story. The talented junior, who

Pipes & Drums Band marching up 5th Avenue

is a recipient of Molloy's Diane Romalewski

on St. Patrick’s Day or performing at school

Memorial Scholarship, is skilled in ensemble

and alumni events. The Freshman/Sophomore

and solo opera and has established himself as

and Junior/Senior Choruses perform at

an exceptional vocalist. David learned a great

Christmas and spring concerts, liturgies, and

deal in the NYSSMA program and has since

other school functions. An annual Spring

put those lessons to work by getting involved

Since 2010, the Stanner Players have

Music & Arts Festival, founded in 2013, is a

all around Molloy. He has performed at Open

presented theater productions including

showcase of all of Molloy’s musical talent

House, the Music & Arts Festival, in theater

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Peter Pan,

including the �uitar and String Ensembles and

productions, and more. “NYSSMA allows some

Oklahoma!, You Can’t Take It With You, Alice

the aforementioned bands. The festival also

students to go solo, as was the case with

by Joe Sommo ‘03

During their four years at Molloy, Stanners

work with our more seasoned actors who can

are offered many opportunities to express

impart their own knowledge. We see this type

their creativity and pursue their own personal

of collaboration not only in theater, but across

interests. For a large number of students,

the board in our music and art programs.”

these interests lie in the arts. Theater,

Students can also choose to work behind

music, and art are an important part of the

the scenes in roles such as lighting, costume,

curriculum for any school, but at Molloy these

design, and stage management.

They are often at the heart of student life.

1

Molloy offers graded courses including Chorus,
Stage Band, Music Appreciation, Music Theory,

explained Assistant Principal Ms. MaryAnn

4

3

Wonderland". NYSSMA participant David

How Molloy Supports a Lifetime of Creative Expression

programs result in more than just test scores.

felt that our shows have earned such an

in depth. We teach how to account for light
effects through observational drawing, the
values within black and white and color
pieces, and 3D sculpture design,” explained
Ms. Burke. Seniors can enroll in Advanced
Portfolio Art Studio, through which they must
assemble a more complete portfolio. Art Club
offers an additional after school outlet for
serious artists to gain additional instruction
and time to build their portfolios. “We have
graduates who move on to colleges like the
School of Visual Arts, FIT, and Pratt, so it’s
important that they receive the right support
from us,” said Ms. Burke.

and sophomore through senior level art

Safrey. “We are fortunate to have a great

features a pop-up student art gallery that touts

classes. These courses give students historical

In Wonderland, and The 25th Annual Putnam

David this year, but it exposes all participants

tradition of participation in these activities.

the artistic styles taught at Molloy. Alumni and

to lessons from master teachers so they see

context, opportunities for live performance,

County Spelling Bee. Seniors also write and

Students who have yet to get involved can be

parents are welcome at many of these events.

what higher level performances require.

and hands-on experience. Extracurricular

produce their own annual sketch-comedy.

inspired by their classmates and eventually

Student art is also displayed year-round on

We encourage any student to seize such an

clubs supplement these courses and include

jump in and discover their own passions. We

the gallery wall outside the William J. Murphy

opportunity if that is their desire or if we feel

the Stanner Players, Theater Arts & Improv,

work to nurture that, and as time goes on

Library on Molloy's first floor.

they qualify,” explained Ms. Safrey.

Art Club, Guitar Ensemble, String Ensemble,

we look for more forms of theater, music,

Dance Club, and Dance Team among others.

and art to offer. As long as there is interest,

Molloy further supports its musicians by

Stanners begin their art education in

Fortunately, student demand for these clubs

administration and faculty are excited to

seeking to place them in top-tier programs

sophomore year with Art History and Studio.

is matched by a passion for the arts among a

support these programs.”

outside the school. Music teacher Ms.

“I start by teaching 2D drawing and design.

Ya Ting Yang has helped to open a line of

Eventually the students work their way up

Ms. Safrey is a big proponent of the arts

communication with the likes of Carnegie

to 3D sketches and realism. They finish with

at Molloy. She founded the Theater Arts

Hall and the New York State School Music

perspective architectural design projects,”

& Improv Club, a weekly acting class and

Association (NYSSMA) in the hopes of placing

explained Mr. Glenn DaGrossa, an art and

“The arts offer lifelong skills and can be applied

improvisation workshop, and has worked

Stanners in their elite study programs.

music teacher at Molloy for over 15 years.

to careers in politics, public speaking, fashion,

Placement in NYSSMA is extremely

This course also benefited from the use of

graphic design, architecture, photography, film

competitive. A standout portfolio and several

iPads for the first time in 2015-16. “The iPads

and television production, writing, directing,

adjudicated performances in front of an

give students access to many useful apps and

comedy, or live music performance," said

experienced panel are just some of the

instant searches for source material,” said art

Ms. Safrey. "All of these can overlap with the

requirements. If a candidate at Molloy is

teacher Ms. Terri Burke. iPads will be added

business world. The possibilities are limitless.”

identified, the student can receive additional

to the junior course in fall 2016.

number of Molloy’s administration and faculty.
Teachers and club moderators bring their own
talents and experience to the table, instilling
a deeper appreciation for the arts in each
student. Hidden talents can quickly emerge,
and students can begin to round themselves
into confident artists and performers.
“The arts-focused classes and clubs we offer
here at Molloy can sometimes be a student’s
first contact with these creative outlets,”
14
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closely with The Stanner Players to ensure
that Molloy consistently maintains a rich and
meaningful theater experience. “The Improv
Club serves the students who are not yet ready
for full-fledged productions. It gives those
less experienced students an opportunity to

Summer 2016
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1. Landscape paintings displayed on Molloy's yearround art gallery wall.
2. John Nessenthaler ’18 performs with the Guitar &
String Ensembles at the 2016 Music & Arts Festival.
3. The Junior/Senior Chorus performs.
4. The Pipes & Drums band performs.

The Arts at Molloy
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Art students are also encouraged to apply
for internships with The Met or MOMA, or to
take additional art classes at select colleges.
“These opportunities expose them to a
professional environment and to the reality
of a career in art,” said Ms. Burke. In addition,
once a student graduates, the support they
receive from Molloy does not end. “Alumni can
choose which way they want to go, but as a
faculty we continue to offer our consultation if
they need it,” noted Mr. DaGrossa.

.
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is important at the museum, because both

art can be used to teach

science and art are about thinking creatively.

subjects such as science

The Design Lab in particular is a real bridge

or math.” Check out

between my love and interest in science and

some of Amelia’s work at

art. There will always be harmony in those

ameliamerker.com.

two subjects. For instance, Leonardo Da Vinci
was an amazing artist and scientist.” Another
love of Amelia's is film photography. “I spend

The Arts: Alumni

a lot of time collecting and tinkering with old
cameras. Digital photography isn’t as special

Many Stanners have continued their creative pursuits in college and beyond. Here are just a few of their stories.

to me. It feels flat. Shooting with film is
more mysterious. I’m always looking for new
chemical processes and ways to develop film.”

Elizabeth Langer ’11 is a scenic artist at

has other TV work in development too. “I feel

How a person is dressed can make a difference

Amelia believes Molloy was an important part

Barrington Stage Company in Pittsfield,

zero anxiety on stage. If people are laughing,

in how they view and carry themselves.

of guiding her career trajectory. “Mr. DaGrossa

Massachusetts. She has painted sets for

that’s how I get clarity. It makes every day

Designing is such an amazing process.

and Ms. Burke helped further my interest in

company productions including Kimberly

feel like Sunday morning for me,” said Chris.

Translating something you’ve thought up in

art. I was also actually influenced in several

Akimbo, as well as for the world premieres of

Working at the Comedy Cellar and other well-

your head onto paper, and then eventually

English classes. I was once given the option

Presto Change-O and American Son. In 2015,

known clubs, Chris has learned from some of

seeing it materialize in real life is one of the

to either write a paper or create a painting or

Liz lent her talents to Molloy as the lead set

the most successful actors and comedians in

most satisfying feelings. The fact that my work

drawing to fulfil an English assignment. Having

designer for The Stanner Players’ production

the world. “Louis C.K. told me ‘Fame is fleeting.

can help women feel better about themselves

that choice helped shape my understanding

of Alice in Wonderland, drawing from her prior

It comes and goes no matter how high you

makes it that much more rewarding,” said

of how I can get my point across through art.

experience designing sets at Queens College.

are. Don’t get stuck on chasing fame. Chase

Stephanie. Looking ahead, Stephanie hopes

It was nice to see the arts creeping their way

“Two of my biggest influences were at Molloy

the art.’ Now I chase the art. Making a living is

to continue her work with Luna Mae London

into other classes.” Amelia’s long-term goal

in Ms. Burke and Brother Jogues,” said Liz.

one thing, but you always have to go back to

while studying abroad in pursuit of a Master’s

is to earn a doctorate degree in education or

“Ms. Burke’s projects inspired me to try new

your art. That’s what all long-lasting comedians

degree in fashion-related business. “I have

educational psychology. “I want to study how

mediums and techniques, and I discovered my

do. Stand-up comedy has plenty of highs and

always wanted to run my own company, so the

passion for art through her class. Br. Jogues

lows, but it’s something that works for me, and

business aspect of the industry is something I

helped me focus my efforts in landcape

I love it.” Chris has many upcoming stand-up

want to delve further into.”

painting, and it was because of him that I

shows on the road. Find out if he’s performing

developed a deeper appreciation for natural

in your town at ChrisDComedy.com, or follow

beauty. Without them, I would not be where

Chris on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram.

Steven Wody ’13 is in
the midst of a budding
theater career. The young
actor, who studied Drama
and Theater at Queens
College, has performed on
Broadway with the 24 Hour
Plays Company, which brings a

Left: Ashley Wellbrock '04 on the job dressing a set.
Inset: Ashley at the 2016 Art Directors Guild Awards.

network of directors, writers,
producers, and actors together to compose
and perform a brand new play in just 24 hours.
He has had other memorable moments as
well. “I've met or worked with accomplished
actors like Jay Pharoah, Diane Neal, Edie
Falco, and Ashley Fink. Their expertise and
eased nature reminded me that all actors are
human.” Steven credits experiences at Molloy
for sparking his passion. “After seeing The
Stanner Players perform, I instantly fell in love
with live theater and all of its possibilities. Ms.
Jessica Petschauer ’04 and Ms. MaryAnn
Safrey were my first theater mentors,
and they helped me discover my own
natural strengths on stage.” During

on the Warner Bros. TV series Gotham. “The
construction staff and the scenics build and
paint sets that fit the tone of the story. I
then furnish the environment with furniture,
lighting, flooring, window treatments, artwork,
and other details. I work with the set decorator
to achieve the designer’s vision. We source
and shop set pieces that will visually enhance
the set and assist in dressing said items into
their final positions on sets. I have been
truly blessed to work with so many talented
decorators, and I pay close attention to their
creative processes. In turn I’ve learned to
always put myself in the character’s frame of
mind so I can see how they would interact in
the space I’ve created.” Ashley's Gotham crew

Amelia Merker ’10 is an artist and film

summer 2016, Steven will participate in

photographer based in New York City. At Muse

an intensive master acting class under

paint bar, Amelia teaches clients how to paint

the direction of actor and director

Guild Awards in Los Angeles in January 2016.

Stephanie Ingilis ’10 is currently a Press

through her own step by step process. She

James Franco. The class will workshop

“It was an amazing experience to be seated in

and Design Assistant and New York brand

also works at the New York Hall of Science as

the company of so many talented individuals.

Chris Distefano ’02 is an actor, writer, and

a horror film that will shoot in fall 2016.

ambassador at Luna Mae London. Working

an Explainer, where she explains the science

Steven also has aspirations to improve

I sat in awe listening to lifetime achievement

comedian splitting time between the coasts.

in New York, London, and Paris, she fields

behind exhibits, facilitates hands on activities,

speeches from talents who contributed to

press requests, sources fabrics for design and

his singing ability. "The key to landing a

Chris has performed stand-up comedy on The

and performs science demonstrations and

manufacturing, plans and assists in photo

wider range of roles is versatility.”

films like Amadeus and The Sound of Music. It

Late Show with David Letterman, Late Night

experiments for visitors. This includes working

with Seth Meyers, and Comedy Central as

shoots, and even designs and hand sews

in the museum’s Design Lab, where visitors

well as in some of the most highly regarded

custom items for clients. Stephanie has also

construct their own standing structures from

comedy clubs in the country. He has also

freelanced for Aeropostale as a Color Design

various materials, build circuits to produce LED

appeared on MTV. In Benders, which aired

Assistant. In that role she chose color palettes

lighting, or learn how to manipulate shadows

on IFC and is now available on Netflix, Chris

and put together mood and concept boards
for seasonal clothing collections. "Fashion

with puppets. “My background as an artist

portrayed Anthony Pucello, an average guy
with an obsession for hockey that doesn't

is such an important part of society. It can

Pictured left to right: Steven Wody '13, Stephanie

quite match his skills on the ice. Chris currently

defy the barriers of language and culture.

Ingilis '10, Chris Distefano '02 & Elizabeth Langer '11.

I am today.” See some of Liz’s work online at
www.elizabethlanger.wix.com/portfolio.
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Amelia Merker '10 in a stylized self-portrait
using one of her vintage film cameras.

Ashley Wellbrock '04 is an assistant
set decorator most recently working

was among the nominees at the Art Directors

was a wonderful reminder of why I wanted to
be in this business in the first place and how
far I have come in chasing my dreams.”

We are proud of our many alumni who have continued their studies in the arts or established successful
professional careers in acting, TV, film, music, art, fashion, and graphic or architectural design. Molloy is seeking
to reconnect with alumni within these sectors to create a vibrant arts community with networking opportunities.
If you are interested in being a part of this network, or you know of classmates who are building impressive
resumés, please contact us at alumni@molloyhs.org or (718) 441-9210.
Stanner Life Magazine
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Professional
Networking
Regional
Chapters

&

S

ince 2010, the Stanner Alumni Center has strived to
provide avenues for alumni to connect professionally and
socially. Through the establishment of several professional
networking communities and regional chapters, Molloy
has brought alumni together with the intention of not only
forging new business relationships, but new friendships as
well. It’s always good to know if there are other Stanners in
your industry or in your town.
The Alumni Center has been fortunate to work with
networking committees and local alumni in different
locations to achieve these goals. These volunteers have
helped secure or have donated event locations, coordinated

Chicago Chapter

logistics, and spread the word about professional and
regional events around the alumni community. Their hard
work and enthusiasm has resulted in many successful
events, including three during the 2015-16 school year. We
are pleased to inform you about these events in Stanner
Life, and we encourage you to engage Molloy about
opportunities for networking in your industry or city.

Contact the Stanner Alumni Center at
718-441-9210 or alumni@molloyhs.org
for more information on getting involved
with our networking and regional efforts!

way through the 2000’s. Two Roads Brewery

‘64 were inspired to help forge an alumni

proved to be the perfect venue with its

chapter in their current home state after

ample space and great draft selections. A

attending their 50th anniversary reunion at

private tour of the brewing facilities was also

Molloy. Reuniting was a great experience for

offered to Molloy’s group.

them, and with so many Stanners making

“We were very pleased with the response

their year-round homes in Connecticut, Bill

from our Connecticut alumni,” said President

and John felt the time was right to host a

Richard Karsten ‘81. “Bill and John are to

regional gathering there for local alumni.

be commended for working hard to reserve

The pair worked with the Stanner Alumni

space at the brewery and iron out many

Center to coordinate and host Molloy’s first

other logistics. We appreciate their efforts to

Connecticut event at Two Roads Brewery

donate dinner for all of our guests too. We

in Stratford. Over 20 alumni and guests

offer many thanks for their efforts.”

came together to connect with other local

Contact us at alumni@molloyhs.org for more

Stanners. Those in attendance represented

information about our Connecticut Chapter.

Stanner professionals in the real estate,

remarks from leadership at RFR. Executive

construction, building engineering and

VP Jerry Schumm ’68 was among the

maintenance fields gathered for Molloy’s

speakers, and he painted a unique picture

inaugural Real Estate Alumni Network event.

of the current real estate landscape while

The event was hosted by RFR Realty LLC in

encouraging Stanners to continue to seek

Alumni Center set out for the “Windy City”

Chris. Allen Grgurovic ’93 brought wife Sara,

center of their redevelopment project at

create new and lasting business ventures.

to host a gathering for Molloy’s budding

son Aaron, and daughter Nina to the game

285 Madison Avenue. Alumni of all skill

Chicago alumni chapter. The event took

to meet his fellow alumni. He expressed

Molloy extends its sincerest thanks to RFR

levels were invited to attend. Whether a

place at US Cellular Field, home of the south

excitement about future events in Chicago.

Realty LLC for hosting the event, to Robert

side’s Chicago White Sox. A beautiful suite

veteran of the real estate/construction

Other attendees included Jim O’Keefe ‘62,

Falesto ’89 and Advanced Electrical Concepts

was generously reserved for Molloy by

industry or a college or entry level candidate,

Inc for sponsoring the event and donating all

Jim Verdirame ‘78, Brian Duffy ‘04, and

alumnus Bob Grim ’75, who is part of the

the networking opportunities available

beverages, and to our alumni volunteers who

administration and faculty members from

throughout the evening proved to be

made everything run smoothly.

Marist High School in suburban Chicago.

beneficial for all attendees. Business cards

“It was a great turnout,” said Alumni

were exchanged, stories were shared, and

enjoyed the suite amenities, which included

Development Officer Matt Rizzotti ‘04. “We

new professional connections were made.

comfortable seating, food, beverages, a

appreciate Bob Grim’s generosity and the

The event also featured a presentation with

dessert cart, and a great view of the game.

enthusiasm shown by our Chicago alumni.

the game with his sons Andrew and Misha.

If you would like to receive more info about
the Molloy Real Estate Alumni Network,
contact alumni@molloyhs.org or search for
our networking group on LinkedIn.com.

This event was a great building block for the

Molloy’s Professional Networks

Molloy’s Regional Chapters

future, and we look forward to coming back.”

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

“Even though it was an ‘away game’ for

If you live in the Chicago area and would like

Molloy, it was just like being back in Queens.

more information about events near you,

It just goes to show you that it’s the people

please contact us at alumni@molloyhs.org.

.

John DiGiloramo ’64, Richard Karsten ’81, & Bill Dunn ’64.

Real Estate Alumni Network

each other out in the professional world to

Chicago local Chris Barkidjija ‘85 attended

Summer 2016

residents Bill Dunn ‘64 and John DiGirolamo

the open concept leasing and marketing

and their families attended the game and

.

graduating classes from the 1960’s all the

that make Molloy a special place,” said

the scenes for the hometown Sox. Stanners

Stanner Life Magazine

Stanner classmates and Connecticut

In summer 2015, members of the Stanner

broadcasting and marketing team behind

18

Connecticut Chapter

Professional Networking & Regional Chapters

Real Estate
Law / Legal Services
Financial Services
Badges Alumni
Women’s Alumnae Network
...More to come!

Washington D.C.
Chicago
Connecticut / New England
...More to come!
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THE STANNER HALL OF FAME

S

ince 1983, Archbishop Molloy High School has honored the

not a sufficient qualifier for induction. Marist Brothers, lay educators,

the spirit of a Stanner in every sense and has made a lasting impact

to attend the induction and join us in celebrating individuals who

most distinguished members of its community with induction

coaches, doctors, lawyers, volunteers, benefactors, first responders,

on Molloy and its greater global community. Read about our new

inspire our students to live Marist values and to pursue their dreams.

into The Stanner Hall of Fame. These men and women are individuals

and military personnel represent just some of the professional

inductees in the columns below.

More details about the event will be shared in upcoming publications.

with strong moral character, outstanding professional academic or

backgrounds of our Stanner Hall of Famers.

Molloy will host an event to celebrate its newest members of The

To nominate an individual for future induction into The Stanner Hall

athletic achievement, a propensity for service to others, or loyalty to

Molloy is proud to announce that it will induct six individuals into The

Stanner Hall of Fame on Saturday, March 25th, 2017. The event will

of Fame, please submit a formal nomination in writing, along with

their alma mater. It is important to note, however, that fame alone is

Stanner Hall of Fame in 2017. Each of these individuals has displayed

take place here at Molloy. We invite all members of our community

a resumé, to President Richard Karsten at president@molloyhs.org.

Br. Zephiriny

Br. Aquinas '48

Mr. Lou Santos

Richard Reilly ‘63

Michael O’Neill ‘71

Liam Flaherty ‘83

Brother Zephiriny was born in Lyon,

Brother Aquinas coached track and field

Mr. Lou Santos began his teaching tenure

Richard Reilly is the Senior Vice

at Molloy, on the books, from 1960-1986.

at Molloy in 1978 and became known

President of the American Arbitration

Michael O’Neill is the Executive Vice
President of Corporate Affairs &

Liam Flaherty is a tenured and well

France in 1861 and completed his Marist
novitiate training in 1881. In 1891, he was

After that point, Br. Aquinas continued

as a “Jack of All Trades”. Mr. Santos has

Association, which supervises all labor

Communications for American Express.

Fire Department. His company was

chosen to found the first Marist school in

to provide instruction, lending his time

made his mark over the past nearly forty

arbitration within the United States. Mr.

He is also the Chairman of the American

instrumental in the rescue and recovery

Reilly has served in a number of other

Express Foundation, which oversees the

efforts in the days after September
11th, 2001. As President of the FDNY

respected Captain in the New York City

New York City. St. Ann’s Academy would

and talents without hesitation for the

open one year later. In subsequent

benefit of Molloy's student-athletes.

and one of Molloy’s greatest advocates.

impressive leadership roles during his

company's charitable giving. He has been

years, Br. Zephiriny would serve as the

He instilled a “never give up” attitude

He initiated International Day over 30

career. He was appointed Chairman of

with the company for over 25 years. Mr.

Pipes and Drums band, Captain Flaherty

head of the Marist Brothers in North

in each member of the track and field

years ago, and he is one of the founding

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

O'Neill is a lifelong Stanner. He describes

made sure that the band attended and

Joint Labor Management Committee of

his experience at Molloy as "terrific due

performed at the funeral services of all
343 firefighters lost in the World Trade

America, overseeing expansion and

team, and became famous for his “Jog

years as a mentor, coach, volunteer,

members of the Br. Ronald Marcellin

growth where possible. The New York

5, Run 5, Jog 5” workouts. In academics,

Committee, which works with alumni

Police and Fire, and elected President of

to the quality of the faculty and the

region remained of particular interest

Br. Aquinas is a gifted teacher. He taught

and friends each year to raise scholarship

the Society of Professionals in Dispute

care of the Marist Brothers." He feels

Center. The veteran firefighter further

to him, and in turn he focused many of

biology at Stanner High for 30 years, in

funds for students in need. Mr. Santos

Resolution. He was honored by the

that Molloy nurtured his intellectual

displayed his selflessness and willingness

Cardinal Archbishop of Boston with the

curiousity and prepared him well for

to help others as part of a team deployed
to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina

his resources on supporting not only the

turn sharing his love and knowledge of

has coached Molloy’s JV Softball team

St. Ann’s community, but fledgling ones

science with generations of students.

since its inception and has led the team

Cushing-Gavin Award for outstanding

the future. As a way to give back, Mr.

in Poughkeepsie and further north in

Though retired from teaching, Br.

to numerous championships– including

service in Labor Relations. Mr. Reilly

O'Neill has been an active alumnus in

in 2005, and again as part of a team

Vermont. Poughkeepsie would later be

Aquinas still volunteers his time each

a city title in 2016. He is the President

is also active as a teacher, coach, and

the Molloy community for over 45 years.

deployed to Haiti after the devastating

volunteer in his local parish. Also of note,

His generosity and commitment to

earthquake in 2010. Captain Flaherty
assisted in the rescue and recovery

the home of Marist College. As founder

morning to set up and organize the

of the LI Baseball Association, Diamond

of St. Ann’s, the “Beehive”, and our motto

biology lab and helps students one on

Pros Inc., and VP of the Greater NY

Mr. Reilly was honorably discharged as an

Catholic education has made it possible

“Non scholae sed vitae”, Br. Zephiriny is a

one during lab assignments as needed.

Sandlot Athletic Alliance. His lessons

Army Reserve and once represented the

for countless students to receive an

efforts at each location, helping to locate

big reason why Archbishop Molloy High

Br. Aquinas continues to inspire and add

have inspired thousands of students and

USA in the Goodwill Games in the former

enriching Stanner experience. Mr. O'Neill

and tend to survivors and distribute food

Soviet Union by running a marathon.

is a cornerstone in our community.

and other items to those in need.

School is here today.
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to his lasting legacy at Molloy.

Summer 2016

.

The Stanner Hall of Fame

athletes. In 2017, we honor “Coach Lou”.

Stanner Life Magazine
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Summer 2016

.

The Stanner Hall of Fame
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MARIST
BICENTENNIAL

A NEW BEGINNING

S

has since expanded to five continents and

In 2014, it was announced by Br. Emili Turú,

of a seminal moment for the Marist

over 79 countries. Whether here in the US

the Superior General of the Marist Brothers,

or abroad, the Brothers have continued the

that three icons recalling essential aspects of

traditions that Champagnat held dear. They

Marist life would lead our global family into

Brothers. It was 200 years ago, on January 2nd,
1817, that Marcellin Champagnat formed a

Mary" was conceived as a large tree with

Superior General Br. Emili Turú describes the

began to perform the last rites. He quickly

several branches: priests, brothers, sisters, and

Marist Bicentennial as a new beginning. "In the

discovered that the boy was ignorant of the

laity. These branches have endured through

course of these 200 years, many generations

word of God and basic Catholic teachings.

present day, as thousands of lay men and

of young people have benefited from Marist

This realization was the turning point for

women answer the call to live Marist alongside

education. This must be a moment to launch

Champagnat, who then devoted his life to

Following in the footsteps of St. Marcellin Champagnat for 200 years
ummer 2016 marks the beginning

Montagne. Then a young priest, Champagnat

ourselves into the future; the third centenary

those devoted to consecrated life. The icon

transmitting the light of the Gospel in the way

of our Marist Institute."

of Fourvière is an acknowledgement of the

of Mary. The Montagne Year recognized the
importance of the Marist mission then and
today, as the need to make Jesus known and
loved is ever-present.

emergence of Marist laity on a global scale,

Br. Patrick McNamara, the US Provincial,

as well as a celebration of those who give of

agrees. "Now is the time more than ever

themselves in service to others.

to discover new ways to minister to young
people, particularly those on the periphery.

August 2016 marks the third and final year in

Summer 2015 marked the beginning of

Through the Bicentennial we are giving a

the Bicentennial. The first icon, celebrated

Fourvière Year. On July 23rd, 1816, a group

needs of the marginalized in our society above

in 2014-15, was Montagne Year. On October

of young priests traveled to the shrine

icon of the table of La Valla represents the

communities internationally. We're working

their own. They live in the way of Mary, and

28th, 1816, just months before the Marist

of Fourvière in Lyon, France. It was there

humble beginnings of the Marist Brothers.

together with our lay Marists to consider new

service in the way of Mary. The Marist mission,

show love and compassion to their neighbors

Brothers were founded, Champagnat attended

that they pledged themselves to found the

(Read more about the celebration of the Year

ways to share our mission. The Year of La Valla

which was born in the foothills of Lyon, France,

as she would, quietly and humbly.

to a dying teenaged boy named Jean-Baptist

congregation of Marists. This "Society of

of La Valla on page 24).

is all about creating a new beginning."
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One year after being
asked to open the first
Marist school in New
York City, Br. Zephiriny
founded St. Ann's
Academy at East 76th
Street and Lexington
Avenue in Manhattan.
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Originally a preparatory school for
young men discerning their Marist
vocation, the Marist Brothers' Center
at Esopus has long been a haven for
young people seeking to develop and
nurture a spiritual life. Today, nearly
4,000 young people spend time at
the retreat house each year.
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As Provincial of
North America, Br.
Zephiriny founded
St. Ann's Hermitage
in Poughkeepsie, NY,
as well as Camp St.
Ann's in Isle LaMotte,
Vermont along Lake
Champlain.
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"Let there be among you just one heart
and one mind. Let it always be said of
the Little Brothers of Mary as it was of
the early Christians: See how they love
one another!" – Spiritual Testament of
Marcellin Champagnat
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The Institute was
named "Fratres
Maristae a Scholis"
meaning Marist
Brothers of the
Schools. This is
acknowledged with
the post-nominal
initials "FMS".
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The first Marist school
opened near La Valla,
the home the Brothers
built months earlier.
Tuition was modest or
free depending on what
families could afford.
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After the death of Jean-Baptist
Montagne, Fr. Champagnat became
motivated to form a congregation
who would educate young people. On
January 2nd, 1817, Jean-Marie Granjon
and Jean-Baptiste Audras joined
Champagnat in La Valla as the first
Marist Brothers. The institute was born.

Br. François was
elected to carry
on the work
of the ailing
Champagnat.

ene
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sed

themselves to a life of education, faith, and

1856
1818

congregation of Brothers who would devote

Texa
s

educate the youth of the world. They place the

celebration of the Marist Bicentennial. The

Stanner Life Magazine

.

Summer 2016

.

Marist Bicentennial
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MOLLOY CELEBRATES

Right: The three icons of

During the 2015-16 school year, Molloy

Champagnat with Jean-

MARIST FOR LIFE

the Marist Bicentennial;

The Marist Bicentennial is a global celebration

arrival of each new generation of students.

Br. James Maher, Br. Ron Marcellin '52, Br.

of the founding of the Marist Institute. For

Every Stanner has a memory of a Marist

Declan Murray, Br. James Norton '63, Br.

Fourvière Shrine, & the

200 years, the education of mind, body, and

Brother. The "men in black" emit a presence

Francis Regis, Br. Leo Richard, Br. Richard Shea,

table at La Valla.

spirit has been at the forefront of the Marist

service. During the service, students and

at Molloy that is impossible to ignore.

Br. Stephen Urban, Br. James Vagan, Br. Richard

mission. At St. Ann's Academy and Archbishop

faculty who volunteer or participate in service

Early in our school's history, the majority

Van Houten '66, Br. Angus Wilkinson, and

Molloy High School, the Marist Brothers have

of the administrators and faculty were in

many others. These men, these giants, meant

fact Brothers. Under their leadership, St.

so much to our development during those four

Ann's became an institution known for high

formative teenage years. Beyond that, they

standards in academics, excellence in athletics,

instilled lessons that many of us have carried

and a place for personal growth through faith.

not for school, but for life.

in the lives of young New Yorkers. The Brothers

Many names will stand out to Stanner alumni:

Join in the Bicentennial celebration! Share your

have since been teachers, coaches, counselors,

Br. Aquinas '48, Br. Bob Andrews, Br. Mike

stories about the Marist Brothers who inspired

friends, and symbols of Catholic identity that

Fisher, Br. Edward Francis, Br. Roy George '62, Br.

you at St. Ann's or Molloy. Send your content

become increasingly more important with the

Pat Hogan, Br. Jogues, Br. Terence Jones '36,

via email to alumni@molloyhs.org.

Baptist Montagne, the

for all students, teachers, and lay Marists to

from all Marist schools will then be called to

tweet #MillionMarists on January 2nd, 2017.

participate in a global day of service on March

The tweets will recognize the founding of the

29th. The Year of La Valla will culminate with a

Marist Institute and symbolize the vastness of

National Assembly and Celebration June 13th

joined in prayer for those who serve, and

the Marist family. In addition, Esopus will host

through June 17th, 2017, at Marist College in

for the Marist Brothers themselves. Molloy

a La Valla weekend from March 24th through

Poughkeepsie, New York. Many other liturgies

students will also participate during the Year

March 26th, 2017, that will host students from

and services will round out the La Valla

of La Valla. The Marist Brothers have called

many different schools. Students and teachers

calendar of events.

the foothills of France, to become prominent
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Save the �ate!

The Marist Brothers will
host a Gala in celebration
of the 75th Anniversary of
Esopus. The event will take
place on April 1st, 2017,
at Terrace on the Park in
Queens. Email mbcegala@
maristbrotherscenter.org for
more details.
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"Now is the time more than
ever to discover new ways
to minister to young people,
particularly those on the
periphery." – Br. Patrick
McNamara, US Provincial
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Brothers Francis Regis, James
Norton, and Stephen Urban
were integral in making peer
groups become part of
Molloy's curriculum.

79 years after he was declared
venerable, Champagnat was
officially declared a saint by
Pope John Paul II on April
18th, 1999. His feast day is
observed on June 6th.
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Br. Leo Richard made
history when he created
an after school guidance
program in which peers
counsel one another.
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Br. Terence Jones, a passionate math
teacher, tutor, coach, and friend,
believed whole-heartedly in the family
spirit aspect of Marist life. In turn, he
endeavored to engage alumni of
St. Ann's and Molloy and encourage
them to participate in events and
charitable giving to their alma mater.
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Stanners. When Br. Zephiriny founded St. Ann's

n

As St. Ann's Academy's campus became
more worn, the Marist Brothers sought
land to build a new, modern school.
Archbishop Thomas E. Molloy eventually
secured the land in Queens that would
house the new school. The Marist
Brothers renamed the school in his
memory after his subsequent passing.

1971
1818

one of many Marist schools worldwide that

made a significant impact on thousands of

ssoc

and willingness to help others. Molloy was

ni A

projects were recognized for their selflessness

ins

celebration by holding a Fourvière prayer

ppo

participated in the Marist Bicentennial

"We don't see it as the end of an era. We see it as
part of the continuous growth of Molloy."
– Br. Richard Van Houten '66, President

25

The Jim Kinnier

Stanner
Golf
Classic

.

Dear Stanners & Friends,
As you may know, this was my first year as lead
planner of the Stanner Golf Classic since Maria
Ford retired in 2015 after 18 years. I would
be lying if I said I didn’t check the weather

The 30th anniversary of the Jim Kinnier Stanner

Since the outing's humble beginnings 30

Golf Classic on May 2nd, 2016, served as a

years ago, over $2 million has been raised for

milestone in many ways. What began in 1987

Molloy's scholarship program. That includes

as a small group of alumni and faculty taking

our success in 2016, as the 30th anniversary

a few swings has grown into a 30 year success

milestone event raised over $150,000. This

story. The Stanner Golf Classic is one of the

is an incredible showing of support and a

biggest, most anticipated events on Molloy's

testament to the dedication of our Stanner

the time finally came the rain held off and we

calendar each year. One course has become

family. Thanks to your generosity, two more

had a tremendous day. Thank you, Maria, for

two courses. Several golfers have become

gifted students will enter Molloy as part of our

providing me with your guidance and insights.

several hundred golfers. So much has changed,

Class of 2020 in fall 2016. Without scholarship

In addition to Maria, there were many other

yet so much has remained the same. Alumni

assistance, these students may have otherwise

and friends still get together to play golf after

been unable to attend Molloy. They will now

people who made my job easier. I would like to

all this time, but the scale has grown and the

receive the same guidance and care that you

goal is even bigger: raise money for students in

once did.

need through Molloy's scholarship program.

Stanner Life Magazine

"

by Joe Sommo ‘03
& Matt Rizzotti '04

With over 275 golfers hosted and over $150,000 raised in 2016,
Molloy’s annual alumni outing is as strong as ever after 30 years.

26

"

Molloy is like a great family business of education. They care about the whole person. They
nurture the academic, social, spiritual, and mental development of everyone that comes through their
doors. I was raised not only to care for every family that walks through the doors of our family business
[Papavero Funeral Home], but I was also raised to be an active, contributing member in our community.
My grandfather once said ‘your business is only as strong as the community around it’ and ‘if you are
there for your community, they will be there for you.’ Molloy, to me, shares these same ideals. They help
to shape us into contributing members of the community. The Stanner Golf Classic gives many students
the opportunity to attend this great institution. The scholarships you are supporting help students in need
to become a part of this amazing community for the rest of their lives.

commitment to teaching young people and

decades to drive the success of the Stanner

building character, thereby allowing them

Golf Classic. You volunteer. You give generously.

to discover a deeper sense of faith and

You ensure that Molloy not only provides a

family,” President Richard Karsten '81 said in

quality alumni golf tournament, but that our

his remarks during dinner. “As the economy

school can continue to enrich and inspire young

struggles, so do families in the greater New

people for generations. Your participation

York City area. Our parents are among those

opens doors for our students. Even acts as

facing hardships. The need for scholarship

simple as purchasing a raffle ticket, sponsoring

support will continue to grow and will always

a journal ad, or bidding on an auction prize can

be at the heart of our development efforts.

go a long way toward providing students with

With your help, we will continue to meet

the gift of a Molloy education.

realities and create endless possibilities.”

.

leading up to the outing. I called Maria for
advice and she gave me a great pep talk while
telling me, “You’ll be fine!” Maria was right.
The forecast called for rain at first, but when

personally thank all of our alumni, sponsors,
parents, and friends who not only came out

2016 Golf Chairman

their calendars for many years. We truly enjoy

continue to work with us in the coming years
to make the Stanner Golf Classic a success.

celebrating this event with you. Thank you to

Finally, thank you to Jim Kinnier for being

the over 40 companies who participated this

so welcoming, and for helping me every

year with a corporate sponsorship, and thank

step along the way. Jim’s loyalty to Molloy

you to the over 50 companies who placed an

and determination to making this outing

ad in our journal.

successful year after year is admirable. I know

Thank you to all the members of our Golf

that John Gibbons and Joe Smith would be

Board who worked tirelessly to make sure
each and every detail was addressed. From

proud that Jim has continued the work they
started together three decades ago.

donating prizes, to recruiting new sponsors,

I look forward to seeing everyone in 2017

to sponsoring their own foursomes, their

at the 31st annual Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf

dedication is greatly appreciated.

Classic. I have no doubt that it will be another

Thank you to my classmate and this year’s
Golf Chairman, Joe Papavero ‘04. As Chair,
Joe did a phenomenal job promoting Molloy
and raising the profile of our outing. His love
of Molloy really showed, and I hope he will

historic day.

Matt Rizzotti ‘04
Alumni Development Officer

“What will never change is Molloy’s

Our community has stepped up for three

Summer 2016

forecast every hour during the two weeks

this year, but who have circled this day on

Joe Papavero '04

The Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf Classic

The 31st Annual Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf
Classic is set for Monday, May 1st, 2017.
Mark your calendars now!
For more information please contact the
Stanner Alumni Center at (718) 441-9210
or visit www.molloyhs.org/golf.
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NYC BASKETBALL

HALL OF FAME - WILLIE HALL '58
One of the most talented athletes in St.

and no fluke, that the Stanners went

Ann's / Molloy history, Willie Hall ’58,

undefeated under Coach Lou Carnesecca

also known as “Kid Kangaroo”, has been

during Willie’s senior year. That team would

enshrined in the NYC Basketball Hall of

later be inducted into the Stanner Hall of

Fame. He takes his place alongside legends

Fame, as would Willie individually. After

like Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Willis Reed, Julius

graduating from Molloy, Willie followed

Erving, and Chris Mullin as well as Stanner

Carnesecca (pictured with Willie) to St.

greats like Lou Carnesecca ’43, Kevin Joyce

John’s University, where the two pulled off

’69, Kenny Smith ’83, Brian Winters ’70,
Jack Curran, Tommy Kearns ’54, Kenny
Anderson ’89, and Jim Larrañaga ’67.

GCHSAA

Coach Andy Kostel and the 2015-16 City Champs joined over 150 alumni for one of Molloy’s most historic celebrations.
They participated in the first soccer games ever hosted on Stanner Field. Story and photos by Joe Sommo '03

“W

e’re here because we all know that

he ever coached.

we were part of, and are still part

He

cited

their

of, something special. The championships and

accolades,

but

wins are a result, but not the real success.” Sean

more importantly

another undefeated season in 1959-1960.

Whelan ‘78 spoke with sincerity to a crowd of

he described the

Willie was also a hero beyond the court.

over 150 on April 16th. This was the date chosen

big moments on

to celebrate the 40th anniversary of boys soccer

the

at Molloy. “The success was playing in a great

brought attention

environment, being challenged, being asked

to the hard work

to do our best, and doing it with the support

the players put

and teaching from one guy. The constant is you,

in

Coach Kostel. We are all here to say thank you,

their goals. From

and to acknowledge your effort, your success,

playing in below freezing conditions,

and your dedication to your players.”

to triumphant comebacks, to picking

Whelan, Coach Kostel’s first appointed team

each other up in the tough times, each

“After this period of my life ended, I was

A captain on Molloy's Varsity team, Willie

drafted into the United States Army,”

had the ability to play anywhere on the

Willie recalled. “God again surrounded

court, boasted an unbeatable jump shot,

me with loving and caring people. The

and could score from every conceivable

General, Chaplin, and many others made

angle. Willie was so good he was recognized

it possible for me being alive today. I was

by Dell Sports magazine as one of the

sent to Germany instead of Vietnam, where

top ten high school players in New York

countless American soldiers never made it

City from 1957-1958. It’s no coincidence,

back home.”

HALL OF FAME

captain four decades ago, was one of several

ANGELINA
- WATERMAN-REINECKER '07

keynote speakers that night. Mike McGuire

field,

to

and

achieve
Alumni & Varsity players pose on Stanner Field.

moment was as fresh in Kostel’s mind
as the day he first witnessed it from the
Alumni & Varsity players pose on Stanner Field.

‘81, who has been a central figure in organizing

sidelines.

Stanner soccer reunions for many years, offered

The celebration also included soccer

his public thanks to the soccer community. He

games earlier in the day, which were

Angelina Waterman-Reinecker '07 has been

as a senior and later named to the AVCA

also credited them for remaining dedicated to

the first to ever be played on Stanner

inducted into the Girls Catholic High School

All-Northeast Region Team. She was an

their roots. Joe Purschke ‘86 shared anecdotes

Field. Most practices and games took

Athletic Association's (GCHSAA) prestigious

Honorable Mention All-American.

from his days playing for Kostel, which included

place away from Molloy over the years.

the fun he and his teammates always had both

To be able to suit up on their home

Hall of Fame. She follows in the footsteps of
other outstanding talents including Rosalyn

Angelina wasn’t done with her playing

on and off the field. Kostel’s son Denes and

turf made the day all the more special.

Gold-Onwude ’05 and Jessica McEntee ’05.

career after college, as she took her skills

nephew Matt also shared words of praise for

Alumni played against the defending

overseas. She played professionally in Italy,

not only Andy the outstanding coach, but the

City Champs, Molloy’s 2015-16 Varsity

both basketball and volleyball. She earned

Greece, and Spain where she represented

father and role model.

squad. The games were fun, but also very

many accolades during her high school

the CV Aguere Division 1 Superleague team

Coach Kostel’s remarks were the highlight of

career including early on as a freshman as

for Tenerife, Spain. She returned to the

the evening. He recalled just about every team

Angelina was a four year Varsity athlete in

after all, and the goal was to win. Coach
Kostel expected nothing less.

After graduating from Molloy, Angelina

United States in 2012 and began working as

basketball team. She was First Team All-

attended American University in Washington

an assistant coach at Hofstra University. In

D.C. with a scholarship to her credit. While

2013, Angelina made her home in California,

she remained an outstanding student, she

where she married US Marine Corps active

also continued to hone her athletic skills.

service member Kenneth Reinecker III. She

City Championships — 15

L-R: Sean Whelan '78,

MVPs. She also boasted the right intangibles.

She was Second Team All Patriot League as

is currently pursuing a doctorate at the

B/Q Championships — 15

McGuire '81, & President

She was a leader, a selfless teammate, and

a junior and First Team as a senior. She was

American School of Psychology at Argosy

State Championships — 2

an inspiration to teammates and coaches.

also named Patriot League Tournament MVP

University of Southern California.

Regional Champions — 2

as a senior in basketball. She was named
to 15 All-Tournament Teams in basketball
and volleyball and earned five tournament

Stanner Life Magazine
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Boys Soccer by the Numbers

Metro Bowl Champs — 4
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Alumni give Coach Andy Kostel a standing ovation.

competitive. It was a tournament bracket

part of Molloy’s NYS Class “A” Championship
Queens as a junior and the following year
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40 Years of Boys Soccerr

Coach Andy Kostel, Mike
Richard Karsten '81.

More photos at www.facebook.com/ArchbishopMolloy
Stanner Life Magazine
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YOUR STANNER

STORIES
Class Updates from around the Molloy community

1

5
2

3

1. Bill Riley '66 | 2. Class of 1963 members Frank Fitzpatrick,
Stephen Surman, Damon Pouyat, Ernest Liebre & Tom Sarosy
(seated) with Br. Pat Hogan (center) | 3. Terrence Shugrue '71

Class of 1952
Colonel Richard H. Esau Jr. '52 completed
basic training in 1957 and was assigned to the
2d Marine Division. He went on to serve as
Platoon Commander, an S –3 Liaison Officer,

in the idea of looking after people. That

Burke Sr. graduated from St. Ann's in 1918!

| 4. Brian Mitchell '69 & Jerry Simonelli '69 | 5. Signage atop

followed me into the Marines, where I looked

John Jr. thumbed through newsapers from

the "Marcellin Champagnat Theater" in Montreal

after many people.” Col. Esau currently resides

the St. Ann's archives and found a photo of

in Virginia Beach, VA. He is happily married, a

his father on the 1917-18 Varsity basketball

father to six, and a grandfather to nine.

Class of 1962

team, who were the "Champions of Catholic

proud father of three and grandfather of five.

Members of the Class of 1963 attended

William Fregosi '62 retired from MIT in June

Jim keeps busy in retirement and connects

Molloy's St. Ann's Communion Breakfast

2007 after 32 years as Technical Coordinator

with Stanners whenever possible. He met

on Sunday, June 5th, 2016. While Frank

for the Institute’s Department of Music and

Nick Murphy ’62 and Brian Daugherty ’63

Fitzpatrick, Ernest Liebre, Damon Pouyat,

Theater Arts. He continued to design theater

while playing golf in Bonita Springs. Both live

Tom Sarosy, and Stephen Surman technically

and opera productions until 2014 when he

locally in Florida. Jim also plays golf with his

graduated from Molloy, they did attend

closed his 52 year freelance practice that

brothers Don Ward ’64, who lives in Orinda,

grammar school at St. Ann's together, and are

also included TV sets, exhibits, and special

California, and Rob Ward ’66, who lives in

among a group of students who attended both

events such as the 1979 visit of Pope John

Massapequa, NY. Both frequent the Spring Run

St. Ann's and Molloy together for 12 years.

Paul II to Boston, and the opening of the

Golf Club during the winter season. Don is a

The others, who did not attend the breakfast,

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library. He now

retired Senior Manager in the financial services

are Br. Kevin Brogan, Harold Magee, William

lectures on topics in opera and has been

industry, while Rob is retired from the FBI and

McAdams, and James McDermott.

elected President of the Board of Trustees of

NY Port Authority. Jim would like to connect

Monadnock Music and its summer festival in

with other Stanners who live in Florida. Email

Class of 1966

Peterborough, New Hampshire.

alumni@molloyhs.org to get in touch with Jim.

High Schools of Greater New York" that year. In

Class of 1954

and a Motor Transport Officer with the 2d
Marines. He would also fulfil the role of

addition, John Sr. was described in the article

Tony DiNome '54 recently retired as an adjunct

Executive Officer of Company L, 3d Battalion,

professor at C.W. Post LIU. Tony spent over

6th Marines. “St. Ann’s played a big part in my

39 years in public education. He also recently

life. I was the captain of our baseball team,

attended the Stanner Golf Classic on May 2nd,

which was coached by Lou Carnesecca back

2016. He says he will always be proud to be a

then,” Col. Esau recalled. He continued playing

graduate of St. Ann’s Academy.

as a right forward and left guard who was "full
of fight, very aggressive, a quick thinker, a fine
passer, a good shooter, and really one of the
best that St. Ann's has ever produced." John Jr.
was also an accomplished athlete at St. Ann's
on the track & field team.

4

5

right fielder for the All Marine Baseball Team.

Class of 1957

Class of 1960

Beyond sports, Col. Esau lives and breathes

John Burke '57 attended the St. Ann's

Roy Elberfeld '60 and Mary Ann Malin

the Marist tradition, and he continues to

Communion Breakfast on June 5th, 2016. John

Elberfeld (TMLA Class of 1961) attended

emphasize the importance of his faith then

was excited to reconnect with other grads of

Molloy’s St. Ann’s Breakfast on June 5th, 2016.

and now. “I am the product of sixteen years of

St. Ann's, as well as to share stories about his

Later in June, the couple celebrated their 50th

Robert Mallia '62 retired from his role as Chief

formal Catholic education. I grew up believing

father, John Burke Sr. '18. That's right! John

wedding anniversary at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Operating Officer (COO) of the International

Class of 1963

Council of Shopping Centers after 25 years. He

Br. James Norton '63 was honored by the

ended on the west coast.

has dual citizenship in the United States and

Catholic Secondary School Counselors of NYC

the island of Malta where he was born. He is

(CSSCNYC) in June with the Jack Callery Award

also a US Army veteran and served our country

for Excellence in School Counseling. This is the

Class of 1967

during the Vietnam War. Bob is interested in

first time anyone from Molloy has received

connecting with other Stanners who may be of

this award. Mr. Chris Dougherty ’91, chair of

Maltese heritage. Email alumni@molloyhs.org

Molloy’s guidance department, shared words

if you would like to connect with Bob.

about his colleague during the presentation.

baseball while enlisted in the Marines as the

1

2

3

1. John Burke '57 & Roy Elberfeld '60 | 2. Jim Ward '62
& family | 3. Guidance Counselors Kristin Tetreau, Chris

4

30

5
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Jim Ward '62 currently lives in Bonita Springs,
Florida at Spring Run Golf Club during winter

Dougherty '91, Br. James Norton '63, Ted McGuinness

months and Lake Wallenpaupack, Pennsylvania

'81 & Tamanna Akter | 4. John Burke '18 seated second

during summer months. He retired after

from left with the St. Ann's 1917-18 Varsity Basketball

a successful career in Senior Financial

Team | 5. Robert Mallia '62 | 6. William Fregosi '62

Management in the New York area. He is a

“Br. James has built a foundation of love and
compassion with students, alumni, and staff.
He’s been the rock here; a true role model,
mentor, friend, and inspiration. He definitely
deserves this ‘lifetime achievement’ award.”

Bill Riley '66 celebrated the 40th anniversary
of his cross-country bike ride on May 9th,
2016. The 1976 ride began on Long Island and

Coach Jim Larrañaga '67 was named ACC
Coach of the Year for 2015-16. It is his second
time earning this honor in the past four
seasons. The veteran Larrañaga coached
underdog George Mason to the Final Four in
2006, which made national headlines at the
time. 10 years later, Larrañaga is still making an
impact, having significantly raised the profile
of the Miami Hurricanes men's basketball
program. He led the Hurricanes to the Sweet
Sixteen in the 2016 NCAA Tournament.
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1. Phil Caracci '75 & Bill Watkins '75 at the Houston
Space Center | 2. Phil & Derrick Chresfield '75 in New
Orleans | 3. Domenick Ranieri '75 (in blue) & family | 4.
Marc Garlasco '88 aboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN-71) aircraft carrier | 5. The Class of 1977: Peter
Loftus, Robert Pasqual, Greg Sanchez, Tom Pappas, Joe
Quinn, Mike Fox, Dan Burke, Peter Hillenbrand, John

Bonventre w/ Coach Tony Perrone

a Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics at
NYIT College of Osteopathic Medicine.

4

the Director of the Division of Practice
Improvement at the Agency for Healthcare

celebrated his retirement by backpacking

Research and Quality.

living in Houston and starting his retirement

Class of 1975

years by traveling with his wife Anne.

Domenick (Nick) Ranieri '75 retired after 32

Class of 1971
Kathi. The couple have been married for 30
years and live in a log home on a mini-ranch
with assorted farm animals including llamas,
goats, turkeys, and chickens. Terry works for
Turner Construction as a Project Executive and
is entering his 37th year with the century-old
NYC construction firm. Terry says he has been
fortunate to work on great projects with many
great people. He is currently working on a
$1B facility upgrade at Portland International
Airport. Terry hopes to retire in the next few
years so he and his wife can spend more time

Class of 1969

at their Grants Pass, Oregon home. The home
is close to the Rogue River, which provides

To commemorate a memorable bus trip from

"St. Marcellin Champagnat is still remembered

great scenery as well as opportunities for

Molloy to Montreal for Expo '67, classmates

on signage at the school even though it is no

plenty of outdoor activities like rafting and

Brian Mitchell '69 (from Denver) and Jerry

longer run by the Marist Brothers. That's what

fishing. Terry remembers his days at Molloy

Simonelli '69 (from Windsor, Canada) reunited

we were told in French by the locals. Thanks,

with fondness. In particular, he misses Coach

in Montreal in June 2016. Among other sites,

Bro. Jogues, for all those French classes," joked

Curran, who once let him take some practice

Brian and Jerry visited College Laval, where

Brian. He and Jerry both send their regards to

swings in the batting cage with the 1967

they stayed back in 1967 during the Expo.

all the members of the Class of 1969.

Varsity team when he was in 8th grade.

Summer 2016
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Richard Ricciardi '74 is now serving as

in 2014 after 40 years with the company. He

overlooking Eugene, Oregon with his wife

5

Class of 1974

Rimas Vebeliunas '70 retired from ExxonMobil

Terrence Shugrue '71 lives in the mountains

.

Hospital Medical Center in West Islip. He is
the School of Medicine at Stony Brook and

several friends. Rimas is doing well these days,

Stanner Life Magazine

Pediatric Specialty Center at Good Samaritan

John Corrigan, Tom McEnerney, Mike Paglino, & Pete

across the Grand Canyon with his daughter and

32

of Pediatrics and the Medical Director of the

also an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at

Class of 1970

3

Dr. Howard Balbi '73 is the Associate Chairman

Doyle, Andy Tansey, Chris Delehanty, Tom Pasculli,

2

1

Class of 1973

years at American Express as a Senior VP. Nick
and his wife Mary of 34 years celebrated his
retirement with a trip to London and Rome
with their daughter Christie, son-in-law Chris,

Class of 1976

Class of 1978

Michael Daly '76 lives in Sag Harbor, NY, and

Victor Sailer '78 was inducted into the Foot

is a Global Real Estate Advisor for Sotheby’s

Locker Cross Country Championships Hall

International Realty. He has 3 sons, Cooper,

of Fame on December 11th, 2015, in San

23, Patrick, 25, and Michael, 28, whom

Diego, California. Victor, who retired from the

he describes as accomplished young men.

FDNY in 2002 after 20 years of photography

Michael would like to connect with Stanners

contributions through the company PhotoRun.

in his area or elsewhere. Email alumni@

NET, is still an active runner. He is married

molloyhs.org to get in touch with Michael.

to Tabitha Ondari of Kenya and lives in

Fr. Frank Shannon '76 was honored as the
Man of the Year by The Friendly Sons of

Smithtown, Long Island. “I still keep in touch
with John Sciales ’78 and Tom Lydon ’78.”

Valley Country Club in Garden City. Others in

Class of 1981

attendance included Charlie Peknic ’86, Jim

Dr. Daniel Gambino '81 was again named

Powers ’76, Ed Shannon ’84, Brian Peknic ’90,

California Chiropractic Association (CCA)

Jason Crosby ’89, and Dan O’Connor ’89.

“Doctor of the Year” at the 2015 CCA Annual

Saint Patrick of Long Island at The Cherry

Class of 1977

Convention & Marketplace in San Diego. Dr.
Gambino is currently Membership Chair for
CCA, a statewide, non-profit organization

Bob Kennelly '77 lives in New Hampshire

of over 13,000 chiropractic doctors and

and plays roughly 100 rounds of golf every

allied organizations. Previously, Dr. Gambino

year. Bob played Ultimate Frisbee in college

has been awarded with the organization’s

and still enjoys a reunion game every year on

Distinguished Service Award.

the Saturday after Labor Day. In 2001, Bob
finished 3rd. “Third sounds a lot better than

Class of 1986

last,” he joked. Bob works with Ameriprise

Mike Koubek '86 has been promoted to

Financial, a company Bob says, “Lets me help

Captain with the Suffolk County Police

people have their financial lives in order. That

Department. He has also been appointed as

During a trip to Jazz Fest in New Orleans, Phil

makes me feel good.” Bob is also a proud

the Executive Officer of the Police Academy.

Caracci ’75 and his wife Yvonne met up with

father to four adult daughters: Jacqui, Caitlin,

In addition, Mike serves as the Treasurer of

Derrick Chresfield ’75 in the French Quarter.

Christin, and Samantha.

the Suffolk County Police Superior Officers

and grandson Tolan. All four grandchildren,
Tolan, Domenick, Nora, and Elizabeth, keep
Nick and Mary busy when they’re not traveling
or enjoying their home in Montauk. Nick sends
his regards to his classmates.

Derrick lives locally in NOLA. On the same
trip, Nick and Mary stopped off in Houston
and caught up with Bill Watkins ’75 and wife
Elizabeth at the Houston Space Center. Phil
and Bill were classmates at Our Lady of Hope
in Middle Village and then at Molloy. Before
this most recent meeting, they had not seen
each other since a mutual friend’s wedding 34
years ago. “It’s an added bonus when traveling
to see some old friends from Molloy. I guess
the friendships are Non scholae sed vitae,” said
Nick. He sends his regards to his classmates.

appeared on an episode of Jeopardy and

Over 20 alumni from the Class of 1977

Association.

gathered on January 14th, 2016, at Dee’s of

John Sanful '86 is the Executive Director of

Forest Hills. Among the attendees were many

Ice Hockey in Harlem. Founded in 1987, IHIH

members of the track team as well as former

is a non-profit organization which strives

coach Tony Perrone. The Class of 1977 is

to introduce children from economically

hoping this gathering will become an annual

disadvantaged households to hockey. The

tradition. "Many of us picked up conversations

organization wants kids to know that hockey

like it was yesterday, when we walked through

can keep them physically active, and help

the halls on Manton Street. Old friendships

them build confidence and create friendships.

were renewed, and it was clear from the

“This organization is a great fit for me. I loved

smiles, laughter, and conversations that the

playing hockey growing up in Brooklyn. It

values which were taught at Molloy still shine

helped build my confidence and I became

brightly in our lives,” said John Doyle '77.

passionate for it. Now I’m ‘paying it forward’
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so to speak." John coordinated a large

working as a stuntman on various feature films

candidates are measured by their professional

fundraiser this past winter, which honored

such as Batman: Dark Knight Rises, Interstellar,

achievements as well as any community

former NY Rangers captain Mark Messier.

The Amazing Spider-Man, and Inception, as

service, participation in trade groups, and

Many other Rangers greats attended, including

well as various television shows. In 2015, Steve

other positive attributes. Brian earned a

Adam Graves, Brian Leetch, and Mike Richter.

worked as a stunt coordinator for several films

spot on the list as a Managing Director of

“Having individuals like these involved really

including the feature film reboot of Chips

Business Development for Genesis Companies,

raises our profile and broadens the impact of

(Warner Brothers Studio). Steve lives in Santa

a full-service real estate development and

what we’re trying to do,” said John. “It was

Monica, California, has a Black Belt in Jiu-Jitsu,

construction firm based in New York and New

also our most successful event to date. I’m

and spends his spare time surfing, racing

Jersey. According to their website, Genesis

excited for what the future holds.”

motorcycles, and dirt bike riding. In December

Companies “is committed to community

Class of 1988

2015, Steve married Carly Dierkhising, who is a

engagement" and "enables governments,

Professor of Criminal Justice at Cal State, LA.

nonprofits, and landowners to optimize real
estate through strategic ventures.”

deployment aboard the aircraft carrier USS

Class of 1993

Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71). Marc is a senior

Over 30 alumni from the Class of 1993

New York Mets as Veteran of the Game for his

research scientist with the Center for Naval

gathered at Del Frisco’s Steakhouse in

service as a US Marine. He is now a detective

Analyses and was conducting analysis and

Manhattan on March 1st, 2016. They came

in the NYPD. He was joined at the game by

lessons learned from military missions abroad.

from all points of the tri-state area and as far

his brother Eamon Gibbons ’99 and friend

Class of 1989

as Washington DC for the occasion. “It was

Timothy Carolan ’99. Brendan and his wife

a special night celebrating the decades of

Siobhan also welcomed their second child,

friendship that the ‘boys of ‘93’ have built here

George T. Gibbons III, in January.

Marc Garlasco '88 returned from a

Dr. Samuel Williams III, M.D. '89 is an
accomplished child psychiatrist with Total
Health Care. Dr. Williams’ work has been
referenced in an article published in the
Baltimore Sun titled, “When Violence Leads
to Sleep Problems in Children”. The article
includes quotes and insights from Dr. Williams
in regards to how witnessing or experiencing
real life violence can negatively affect a child’s
sleep patterns and cause unneeded stress.

Class of 1990

on Manton Street,” said Craig Katinas ’93. The
Class of 1993 plans to continue this gathering
as an annual tradition, and they hope to have
other classmates join them at their next dinner
in 2017 as well as at their 25th anniversary
reunion in November 2018. Special thanks to

Philip Adesso '90 joined E*TRADE Financial
Corp as Managing Director, Head of Market
Data Services and Content Strategy. In this role
he is responsible for the analysis and ultimate
procurement of the content that is used within
E*TRADE’s downstream client facing platforms.

Class of 1992

in this role include all labor relations policy
decision making and administration for the
Americas region of the company (US, Canada,
the Caribbean, and Latin America). As of
September, Michael is also Co-Chair of the
Labor Relations Council of the American Hotel
and Lodging Association.

Company 136 in Elmhurst, Queens, since 2005.

welcomed their second child on December 6th,

In 2015, Frank was presented a “Bravest Award”

2015. Alessia Grace weighed 7lbs 14oz and

from Firefighters Quarterly for a rescue Frank

measured 19 inches. The Jordans have been

made during a basement fire in Maspeth on

doing well in the months since. Congratulations

December 26th, 2014. In June 2016, the FDNY

to the happy family!

Natasa Negovan ’04 and Louis Martinelli ’04
were married in Tuscany, Italy on September
12th, 2015. Several Stanner classmates and
close friends witnessed the happy occasion
including maid of honor Danielle Olsen ’04 and
bridesmaids Kristen Classi ’04, Cecilia Fonseca
’04, and Maria Delio ’04.

awarded Frank with the Holy Name Society
Medal for the same heroic rescue.

1

2

honored for their outstanding service and
dedication at the Queens Flag Committee’s
Annual Awards Ceremony.

Robert Pozarycki '98 is the editor-in-chief

Hyatt Hotels Corp. Michael’s responsibilities

James Jordan ‘01 and Carissa Jordan ‘04

and DSNY Deputy Chief James Leavy ‘96 were

please contact alumni@molloyhs.org.

to Vice President of Labor Relations for

Frank Busener '00 has been with FDNY Ladder

Class of 2004

NYPD Deputy Inspector Brian Hennessy '94

Class of 1998

Michael J. D’Angelo '93 has been promoted

Class of 2001

Brendan Gibbons '94 was honored by the

you’d like information about future gatherings

Sean Kane ’93 for coordinating this reunion. If

Class of 2000

3
4

for the Queens Courier (northern Queens),
the Courier-Sun (southern Queens), Times
Newsweekly/Ridgewood Times (central
Queens and Bushwick), and of other local
newspapers. “We publish all of our stories
daily on QNS.com, and I still do a lot of writing.
Our print content is largely driven by our web
stories and other special features.”

5

6
7

Class of 1999

1. Steve De Castro '92 (standing in back wearing hat) setting up a fight

Adam Lipsky, Alex Mejia, Billy Killackey, Brendan Sheil, Brian Karpinski, Carl Gandolfo, Caesar Trelles, Chris Monteleone, Craig Katinas, Dan DiSpigna, Frank Rubino, Jim

scene for the movie "Hit and Run". Also pictured are Dax Shepard,
Bradley Cooper & Beau Bridges | 2. Class of 1993 members including

Steve De Castro '92 graduated from Long

Class of 1994

Earlier in 2016, the Class of 1999 celebrated
a mini-reunion at Gibbons Home in Maspeth.

Benson, Jim Henning, Jim McLoughlin, Joe Reznick, Joe Vaughan, John Flynn, Joseph Manzi, JP Zaptin, Kevin Clarke, Mathew McEnteggart, Mike Egan, Peter Morabito, Sean

Island University in 1997 and shortly thereafter

Brian Benjamin '94 has been named to Crain’s

Eamon Gibbons '99 coordinated with

Guinan, Sean Kane, Shandue McNeill, Steve Lubomski, Tim Gorton, Tony Sardinas & Will Kunkel | 3. Brendan Gibbons '94 (center left) with Tim Carolan '99, Eamon Gibbons

moved from Manhasset to Los Angeles,

New York Business 40 Under 40, an annual

classmates and got a great group out to the

'99 & friend Michael Mansfield | 4. Class of 1999 members including Brendan Gillooly, Matt Keane, Justin Mak, Thomas O'Neill, Joe Biland, Sean Becker, Kevin Scanlon,

California. He has been working in the film

list of people who have achieved success in

tavern. This is the second straight winter our

industry there ever since. In 2006, Steve began

the business world before age 40. Eligible

’99 grads have gathered at Gibbons Home.

34
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Brian Lee, Brendan Mullaney, Steve Strohm, Eamon Gibbons & John McEneaney | 5. Aminta Kilawan '06 & Rohan Narine '02 | 6. Frank Busener '00 | 7. Wedding of Natasa
Negovan '04 and Louis Martinelli '04. Accompanied by Stanners Danielle Olsen '04, Kristen Classi '04, Cecilia Fonseca '04 & Maria Delio '04.
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Andres Sanchez '04 was sworn in as one of

John’s. Mary is a teacher and describes herself

18 new assistant district attorneys in the

as a lifelong learner. “I’ve maintained the spirit

Queens District Attorney’s office on September

of the St. Marcellin Champagnat Society by

10th, 2015. He will have opportunities in the

bringing my students to volunteer at the local

Criminal Court/Intake Bureau, the Domestic

shelter on Friday evenings throughout the

Violence Bureau, and later the Appeals Bureau
and Investigations Division.

year. We also bring food to the homeless every
Christmas,” said Mary. “The friendships and

Jo Torrijos '04 is a designer, stylist, painter,
event planner, and foodie based in Atlanta. Jo
knows just how to turn an empty space into a
stunning, attention grabbing, and functional
room. “Design is more than just about filling

lessons I learned at Molloy permeate my life
on a daily basis. I wouldn’t trade the memories
for the world!” Soon after Stanner Life is
published, Mary will be married to her soul
mate, a Holy Cross graduate.

as students at Molloy.” Also of note, Rohan and

travel needs,” said Joe. Interested alumni

Aminta are engaged to be married.

should email Joe at jtdtravel@gmail.com.

Charles McMenamin '06 graduated from

Ashish Kumbhat '07 has been featured on the

the NYPD police academy on December

Forbes.com “30 Under 30” list for 2016, which

29th, 2015 at Madison Square Garden with

highlights “today’s brightest young stars and

1,123 fellow recruits. He received the Police

the future leaders of everything.” The list is

Commissioner’s Award, which recognizes the

narrowed down to 600 men and women from

second highest overall average of the entire

an initial screening list of more than 15,000

class, thanks to an impressive average of 98%.

young entrepreneurs and creative minds.

Charles received the award on stage from

Ashish was chosen for the “Law & Policy”

Mayor Bill de Blasio and NYPD Commissioner

category due to his work with the Monetary

William Bratton. His first official assignment

Policy Staff and the Federal Reserve Board.

Class of 2008

basketball at Assumption High School in

Laura Mansour '08 was highlighted by Con

an Assistant Coach for Louisville Male High

Edison as Employee of the Month in 2015. In

School and led the team to the 26th District

a press release, Laura, a Chief Construction

Championship and a 7th place finish in the

Inspector, was highlighted for outstanding

Region Tournament. In May 2016, Nicole

service to customers. Laura is part of a team

was appointed as the Head Coach of Girls

that is replacing 10 miles of gas transmission

Basketball at Mayme S. Waggener High School.

pipeline in the Bronx/Westchester. The project

Class of 2012

Louisville. She spent the 2015-16 season as

requires patience from residents in affected
neighborhoods, and Laura voluntarily talks
with members of these communities regularly
to explain the ins and outs of the construction.

Claudia Fernandes '12 was the St. Joseph’s
College Class of 2016 Valedictorian. She was

spaces in the same way I see music. Musicians

Class of 2006

and designers are storytellers. Each piece in a

Monica Ferreira '06 was married to Matthew

Class of 2007

room behaves like a note; separate and unique

Gimlett at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on June 4th,

– or sometimes a bit funky – in their own right,

Andrea Devas '07 graduated from Fordham

Hills High School. She teaches freshman and

2016. A graduate of Cornell University, Monica

but when grouped together they begin to have

Law School in May 2016 and will start as an

sophomore level Global Studies courses.

is a strategy manager in the sponsorship

a conversation with one another that makes

associate in the New York office of Sidley

Class of 2009

department of the NFL.

Austin LLP in the fall.

Maggie Rossi '07 married Patrick O’Connor on

Nicole Ambrose '09 resides in Louisville,

April 2nd, 2016. The newlyweds were blessed

Kentucky and works for the Jefferson

Aminta Kilawan ’06 and Rohan Narine ’02

Joe Dujmovic '07 is a Sales Agent for Travel

to have a number of Stanners in attendance

County Public School system. In 2012, Nicole

co-founded Sadhana, a New York based Hindu

Time, Inc., a full service travel agency located

including Maggie’s father, Tom Rossi ’78, uncle,

graduated from the University of Louisville

group, who’s goal is to spread environmental

in Ridgefield, NJ, which specializes in travel to

Robert Rossi ’81, and cousins, Rob Rossi ’12,

with a B.S. in Sports Administration. She

Tom Hackimer '12 was drafted by the

awareness and best practices among fellow

Europe. “Aside from our regional specialty, I

Elena Rossi ’17, and Elizabeth Hardy ’09.

earned an M.B.A. in Entrepreneurship in

Minnesota Twins in the 2016 First Year Player

believers. “Since 2011, our grassroots

also offer discounted airfare, car rentals, hotel

Maggie is a Senior Corporate and Foundation

2014. She served as a Graduate Assistant for

Draft. He was selected in the 4th round as the

Mary Braunstein '05 has earned two

advocacy has truly impacted local areas in

rates and customized honeymoon/vacation

Relations Officer in the Office of Development

the Louisville Women’s Basketball team, who

123rd overall pick. During his 2015-16 season

Master’s degrees and is currently writing her

New York City, including Jamaica Bay,” said

packages to destinations worldwide. I look

at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,

completed the 2012-13 season as runner-up

at St. John's University, Tom posted a record

dissertation as the final step in pursuit of her

Aminta. “We’re both proud to be Stanners. We

forward to connecting with fellow Stanners

where she has worked for 5 years.

in the NCAA National Championship game.

of 7-3 as a reliever with an amazing 1.17 ERA,

Doctorate in Instructional Leadership at St.

definitely acquired our love for selfless service

Later in 2013, Nicole landed a job coaching

8 saves, and only 24 hits and 7 runs allowed

a space with furniture and objects. I relate to

something beautiful,” says Jo via her website,
www.asimplerdesign.com. Jo does design work
all over the US, so check out her site!

Class of 2005

was in Times Square on New Year's Eve.

nominated and chosen from a group of the top

Catherine (Catie) Massowd '07 joined Molloy’s

“They should know why this project is

social studies department in September 2015.

important. If we can explain why we’re there,

She previously taught history at nearby Forest

customers appreciate us more,” said Laura.

is double majoring in Childhood Education and
at SJC this fall to pursue her Master’s degree.

and would be happy to help with their future

20 graduating students in the college. Claudia
Speech and plans to continue her education
Thank you to Claudia’s friend Megan Wenzler
’12 for sharing this great news! Megan is doing
well herself – she majored in Child Study with
a Speech Concentration.

1. Andrea Devas '07, Elizabeth Solaimanian '07 &
Sierra Hunt '07 | 2. Melanie Santos '15, Samantha
Morgan '15 & Tahina Felisca '15 | 3. Charles
McMenamin '06 | 4. L-R: Robert Rossi ‘81, Robert
Rossi ’12, Charles Tomasino ’78, Thomas Rossi ’78,
Kelly Magee ’07, Gene Domanico ‘76, Caitlin Lawlor

1

’09, Christie Ruggiere ’09, Jillian Ruggiere ’07, Dana

2

Blond ’07, Maggie Rossi O'Connor ’07, Brian Lavelle

3

’07, Malgorzata Mrzyk ’07, Elizabeth Hardy ’09,

4

5

Alyssa Tallini ’07, Elena Rossi ’17, Nadine Rudolph
’07 (Not pictured: Michael Rossi ’14, Richard
Karsten ’81, Tom Kazlausky ‘79) | 5. James Jordan '01 & Carissa
Jordan '04 & family | 6. Greg Insana '12, John Sanful '86 & Joe
Sommo '03 at the Ice Hockey in Harlem Winter Classic | 7. Catie
Massowd '07 | 8. Jo Torrijos '04 | 9. Monica Ferreira Gimlett

6
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9

10

11

12

13

'06 & husband Matthew | 10. Joe Dujmovic '07 | 11. Nicole
Ambrose '09 | 12. Ashley Mayer '12 | 13. Jillian Signer '12
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Stanner
Firefighters
Amazingly, 11 alumni were among
the FDNY’s latest graduating
class of probationary firefighters.
Congratulations to Kevin Quinn
'06, Sean VanRossem '06, Chris

1

2

3

4

Cavuto '02, Sean Thompson '00,
Tim Klein '08, Matthew Davino '05,
Brendan Tracy '06, Michael Weber

in 53.2 innings pitched. He struck out 71 and

school, and we’re all learning and exploring

season games McClure averaged 25.3 minutes,

'09, Dominic Garafola '06, Thomas

walked 19. In 2015, Tom was drafted by the

what we want to do. It’s not competitive, and

8.4 points, a .460 field goal percentage, a

Farragher '07, & Brian Kelleher '07!

Mets in the 15th round, however he decided

everyone makes an effort to help you.” Tahina

.571 free throw percentage, 6.8 rebounds, 1.9

to complete his senior year. Now having

is now leaning toward studying mechanical

assists, 1.2 steals, and 1.5 blocks per game.

completed his degree, Tom signed his Twins

engineering moving forward.

contract. He is now with the Cedar Rapids

Samantha Morgan '15 will attend Columbia

Stanner Authors

Kaitlyn Mahon '15 and Emer Moloney '15

University in the fall where she will study

helped lead the Queens College Knights to the

political science. Before that, however,

Ashley Mayer '12 accepted a position with the

school’s second straight East Coast Conference

Samantha is spending this summer in Japan

Muscular Dystrophy Association in May 2016.

(ECC) Championship while achieving a regular

while participating in an empowerment

She also graduated from Queens College later

season record of 20-8. Moloney and Mahon,

internship. She will speak at different high

the same month. Ashley previously worked in

each posted fine seasons. In 28 games,

schools and help to form support groups for

"The Trip: All the
Way, in my Chevrolet"
by Robert White '59

the Stanner Alumni Center at Molloy.

Moloney logged 43 total rebounds, 35 assists,

Japanese teenagers. Previously, Samantha

20 steals and 87 points. Mahon, named Rookie

spent time in Japan through student-exchange

Robert White's

of the Week in December 2015, also appeared

and study abroad programs. She has worked

in 28 games and compiled 1,011 minutes, 71

hard to learn as much of the language

rebounds, 93 assists, 39 steals, and 126 points.

as possible while acclimating herself to a

The team advanced to the semifinals of the

completely different culture. Now she wants

NCAA Division II East Regional.

to give back to other teens. “I want to help the

Kernels, a minor league affiliate of the Twins.

Jillian Signer '12 graduated Summa Cum
Laude from St. Francis College with a BA in
Adolescent Education, concentrating in math.
Jill has already accepted a full-time teaching
position at Middle Village Prep Charter School.

Class of 2014

Aryn McClure '15 was nothing short of a

Katie Wenzler '14 was among 24 outstanding
athletes representing St. Joseph’s College
to be named to the Skyline Conference Fall
Academic Honor Roll. According to a press
release, the academic honor roll “distinguishes
student-athletes in the league who compiled
a 3.3 GPA during the fall semester while
competing in any of the conference’s seven
fall sports.” Katie was recognized for both
Women’s Tennis and Women’s Cross Country.

Class of 2015

sensation for the Quinnipiac Bobcats in

the St. Ann's alum

Artist and author Rob

for the past 29 years.

embarked on in 1969.

Chirico has penned

Martin's Phoenix’s

Beginning in the arctic

a culinary memoir.

Ahwatukee Foothills

latest book details
the epic road trip

Martin Gibson is a local
historian and author
in Phoenix, his home

Alaskan landscape and finishing up deep in

Rob recalls growing up in an Italian family

tells the story of a place he loves. “This

the Straights of Magellan in southern Chile,

and avoiding his mother’s "less than stellar

book is the only one regarding the history

Robert logged over 25,000 miles while passing

meals" while learning to love cooking from

of this 87,000 population Phoenix suburb. It

through over a dozen countries. “I went north

his grandmother. In particular, Rob recalls

involves a fascinatingly detailed look at the

was named by College Sports Madness as

John’s University. "I’m a social person, and

to south the whole way before there were

visiting supermarkets with his grandmother

transformation of an isolated area, little more

at St. John’s I feel like a part of something.

roads on the route. It was just me and my

and coming to understand how to discern

than an inhospitable barren desert with a few

Freshman of the Year. On February 15th,

I’m very happy there.” She is involved

1962 Chevy pickup from the Artic Circle to the

the characteristics in what he describes as

pioneering homesteaders farming the land,

2016 she was named MAAC Rookie of the

around campus having joined a women’s

southernmost place on Earth that people live,

"good" and "average" ingredients. Over 70

to the destination spot village it is today. The

Week – her fourth time receiving this honor.

empowerment group and a Filipino club. She

across the Straits of Magellan to Ushuaia on

recipes accompany the humorous childhood

book traces the influence of locals who shaped

has also traveled, visiting the Philippines,

Tierra Del Fuego,” said Robert of the journey.

anecdotes. Each simple recipe, prefaced with

early life, to inevitable economic and societal

National Freshman of the Week by the U.S.

California, and classmate Samantha Morgan in

“I experienced many once in a lifetime events

an introduction, will be sure to entertain and

forces that changed how people viewed life

Basketball Writers Association. She was

Japan. Melanie is excited to participate in an

and became a man by the end. All I had was

please lovers of Italian home cooking! Check

in the desert, and on through development of

among several players to receive MAAC All-

internship at China Film Insider magazine. She

my youthful training at St. Ann’s Academy and

out Rob’s other books: Martini Madness, Up in

the land and the shaping of the modern village

hopes to study marketing long-term.

a whole lot of luck.”

Smoke, and Field Guide to Cocktails.

that exists today.”

the MAAC Women’s Basketball Preseason

A day later, she was honored as the Women’s

Conference Recognition and a spot on both the
MAAC Third Team and the All-Rookie Team.

MIT. “There are so many great people at my

Year for her outstanding play. In 32 regular

.

"Phoenix's
Ahwatukee Foothills"
by Martin Gibson '73

Melanie Santos '15 is currently attending St.

McClure was later named MAAC Rookie of the

Stanner Life Magazine

them know that they can do anything in life.”

"Not My Mother's
Kitchen: Rediscovering
Italian-American
Cooking Through
Stories and Recipes"
by Rob Chirico '70

2015-16. The 5’11” rookie guard/forward

Tahina Felisca '15 enjoyed her first year at

38

Japanese students build confidence and let

These great books from our alumni authors are available at major online retailers in
print and digital formats. Contact alumni@molloyhs.org for more information.
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Pictured:
1. Aryn McClure '15 | 2. Emer Moloney '15
3. Kaitlyn Mahon '15 | 4. Tom Hackimer '12

If you missed out on having your update appear in Class Updates, remember that Molloy’s e-newsletter, The Beehive, publishes updates throughout
the year. Contact the Stanner Alumni Center at alumni@molloyhs.org for more details.
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IN MEMORIAM

~ Remembering our beloved teachers,
who inspired us to rise to our potential everyday ~

Alumni & Students
Emile DeRocle ‘40

Raymond A. Gallope ‘65

George Arcarola '74

Francis S. Molloy ‘40

Joseph Franki ‘66

Brian Foley ‘75

Raphael Agnew ‘43

William McGowan ‘66

Thomas Iovino ‘76

Sgt. Thomas P. McGuire ‘48

John Minutaglio ‘66

John A. Bailo ‘78

Edward F. Ryan ‘48

Lawrence Wafrock ‘66

Richard C. Coyle ‘78

Edward Nolan ‘49

James Rush ‘67

James Drago ‘54

Mr. Joe Smith (1943-2016)
“Uncle” Joe Smith, as many knew him, absolutely

“He was one of my best friends at Molloy. He was

loved Molloy. An English teacher from 1968 until

a fine teacher, but more importantly he had a big

his retirement in the late 2000’s, Mr. Smith worked

heart. He would do anything for you,” said Mr.

hard to bring out the best in each student. In

Kinnier of his late friend. “He also did a lot of work

addition to his passion for education, Mr. Smith

with guidance that no one knew about. He worked

Sherban Pavlovici Jr., MD, ‘88

was also an avid volunteer. In 1987 he, along

with Br. Leo, Br. Ron, and Dr. Murphy to help kids

John R. Lowe ‘70

Matthew Tedeschi ‘89

with colleagues John Gibbons and Jim Kinnier,

who were struggling. He also helped me when I

William Schmidt ‘57

James Rhatigan ‘70

Brian W. Clarke ‘90

founded the Stanner Golf Classic, an alumni golf

was new to alumni relations. He supported the

Robert Morrissey ‘60

Owen McParland ‘72

Mary De Pinto ‘19

tournament which has since raised over $2 million

Stanner Golf Classic for 30 years. That’s who Joe

Thomas P. McCloskey ‘63

Richard Reddington ‘72

in scholarship support for students in need.

was. He was a friend who always had your back.”

Wallace Williams ‘64

Gregory Gass ‘73

Mr. Ray Egan (1936 - 2015)

Family Members & Friends
Michelle McGrath Bischoff
Wife of Philip Bischoff ’82

John (Jay) Kennedy
Father of John Kennedy ’74 & Terrence
Kennedy ’87, Grandfather of Jack
Mangin ’16 & Thomas Mangin ’18, &
father-in-law to John Mangin ’83

Barbara J. Cavanagh
Wife of Thomas ‘63

Josephine Koubek
Mother of Robert ’84 & Michael ’86

Emma Coen
Sister of Liam ‘17

Antoinette Lash
Mother of Jason Lash ’87

Carolyn L. Collins
Wife of Michael ’58

Aldona Layer
Mother of William ’63 &
grandmother of Michael ’07

George Balbi
Father of Howard ’73 & Kenneth ’81

Mary (Keighery) Coughlin
Mother of Kevin ’84

Gaspar Licause
Father of Vincent Licause ’78

Mother of Melanie Duran ‘09
Celica Londoño
Mother of Ariel ‘91

Raymond Egan

Bernadette Tully Mallon
Sister of Terence Tully ’82 & wife of
Christopher Mallon ’82

David Garvey
Bill Haller
Marcella Henriquez
Mother of Jorge Lazarus ’74
Joseph A. Horan
Also known as Bro. Eugene Michael
James B. Kinsella

40

Stanner Life Magazine

.

Jennette Markey
Mother of James Markey ’77,
grandmother of Gerard McAdams
’89, Matthew McAdams ’90, Daniel
McAdams ’96, Terrence McAdams ’01,
& Mark Gorman ’93, & mother-in-law of
Pat Gorman ’69
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Mrs. Dolores McGovern
Mother of Brendan ’86, Tim ’88,
& Terence ’90
Deborah McGuinness
Wife of James McGuinness ’57
Annette Melvin
Wife of Robert ‘64

Mr. Egan’s legacy at Molloy was built on over 30

colleague of Mr. Egan. Bill also noted that, “Ray

years of leadership in and out of the classroom.

worked hard to make sure all of his students

As a teacher, Mr. Egan made subjects like social

learned the material correctly” and that after

studies, economics, and math more relatable. As

taking his economics class “I can honestly say I

a presence after school, Mr. Egan moderated The

know how to navigate a tax form because of him.”

Stanner newspaper, where he instilled real-world
journalistic values in each of the paper’s reporters.

President Richard Karsten ‘81 remembered Mr.
Egan for the passion he had for his craft. “His

Marie Oliva
Mother of John ‘79

“He was a gentleman in all aspects. He cared for

guidance helped The Stanner editorial staff,

his students, his family, and the Marist Brothers,”

including myself, understand how to communicate

Mary Pittelli
Mother of Adele Solari

said Mr. Bill Niklaus ‘80, a former student and

relevant stories regularly. He was a great teacher.”

Mrs. Mary Phelan
Mother of Timothy ’66, James ’71,
Thomas ’75, John ’81, & Joseph ’85

Mr. Jim Kinsella (1930 - 2016)

Kathryn M. Pollner
Daughter of Len ’52

When students entered Mr. Kinsella’s classroom

and he held his students to a high standard. In

they knew it was time to focus. A superb math

turn, they appreciated his efforts to give them

Grace Rebele
Wife of Robert ‘74

teacher, Mr. Kinsella had a great deal of success

opportunities to succeed in their studies.

teaching the subject at Molloy for many years. He

Though Mr. Kinsella was all business while

Palo Z. Rukaj
Father of Julia ‘16

really got through to his students and always did

teaching, he was also a kind-hearted soul in and

his best to put them in the best possible position

Algirdas Silbajoris
Father of Robert ’70 and Paul ’75

out of the classroom. He was a friend to many

to excel on their exams. This was due, first and

faculty members, and volunteered his time

foremost, to his own remarkable understanding

annually at the Stanner Golf Classic for a decade.

Joseph J. Smith

of mathematics, but also to his professional

Mr. Kinsella retired in the late 1990’s and lived

John J. Wilson
Father of Michael ’85 & Christopher ’87

demeanor. Mr. Kinsella commanded respect,

peacefully in Sun City, Arizona until his passing.
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THE STANNER ALUMNI

REUNION
SATURDAY
NOV 5th, 2016
5:00PM
AT MOLLOY

CLASS YEARS
1946, 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966,
1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991,
1996, 2001, 2006 & 2011

MORE INFO & ONLINE REGISTRATION AT

WWW.MOLLOYHS.ORG/EVENTS

*Photos above were taken on Saturday, November 7th, 2015 at our last
reunion for class years ending in 0 and 5. More photos are available at
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopMolloy
Stanner Life Magazine
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STANNER ALUMNI CENTER
83-53 Manton Street Briarwood, NY 11435-1697
Toll Free: 866-STANNER Phone: 718-441-9210 Fax 718-846-3202 www.molloyhs.org

Save
the
Date!

Baseball
Reunion
Sept 24, 2016

Harvey 5K
Fun Run
Oct 2, 2016

All former players

A family friendly

are welcome.

race in Briarwood.

Molloy
Oktoberfest
Oct 6, 2016

Open House
Oct 16, 2016
Showcasing Molloy

Stanner
Reunion
Nov 5, 2016

Enjoy brats, brews,

for new students.

Serving class years

friends, and more!

Volunteers needed!

ending in 1 and 6.

Brother Ron
Fundraiser
Jan 15, 2017

Hall of Fame
Dinner
Mar 25, 2017

Stanner
Golf Classic
May 1, 2017

A casual gathering

Honoring our new

in Floral Park.

Hall of Fame class.

Contact the Stanner Alumni Center at
718.441.9210 or visit www.molloyhs.org
for information on these and many
other great events throughout the year.

Your support helps
students in need.

Follow Molloy Today!
#StannerPride | #MolloyHS
#Stanners | #Nonscholaesedvitae

