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Our hard work over the past three years
has paid off tremendously
With summer
fast approaching, we are
looking forward to wrapping up year
three at Cristo
Rey San José,
and what an
incredible year
it has been.
175 students are currently preparing to
Bergeron Scholars at the luncheon hosted by generous donors,
take their AP exams in English, History, Math
the Bergeron family.
and Spanish in order to earn college credit.
Even though we are one of the youngest Cristo
accreditation visit team consisted of esteemed eduRey Schools in the Network, our students are
cators from across the west coast, including teachers
taking the most AP classes this year! Additionally, ten
and administrators from Bellarmine, St. Francis, Mitty,
of our juniors were recently awarded scholarships
Presentation, Notre Dame and the President of Aquifrom the Bergeron Family for making the greatest
nas High School in San Bernardino, Dr. Jim Brennan.
academic growth in one year. We are so proud of all
This team, along with Cristo Rey teachers, staff,
of the accomplishments our students have made!
parents and board members, all worked together to
Looking forward to next school year, we are excited to
evaluate our school to determine strengths and areas
meet our enrollment goal and be ready to have 500
for growth. The work is not over; we will continue
students in all four grade levels walking our halls. It is
to improve our programs and evaluate our strategies
hard to believe that just two years ago, our inaugural
as we grow. But, all of our hard work over the past
class of freshmen was ending its first year’s journey
three years has paid off tremendously and we expect
at Cristo Rey San José. Now, we are preparing for our
to hear good news from the Western Association of
first year with a full school and our first graduating
Colleges and Schools in July.
class. 2017-2018 is sure to be a great year for us!
Thank you so much for your continued support. We
Another exciting update to report is that after a year
invite you to come visit Cristo Rey San José. Meet our
long WASC accreditation process, we received very
students, sit in on a class, and see for yourself the
high marks from the accreditation visiting team! This
incredible community we
long and arduous, but highly affirming process would
have created here.
not have been possible without the amazing work and
Joe Albers, Principal
organization of Stephanie Blumenson, our dedicated
History Teacher and Director of Accreditation. Our

Chief Operating Officer Matt Bell with two members of our
accreditation team from fellow area Catholic schools,
Bellarmine and Presentation.

Teachers, Parents, and our Accreditation Team came
together to discuss our school.
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Our third year is coming
to an end at Cristo Rey
San José; we continue
to be blessed by our incredible community of
students, staff, faculty,
corporate partners and
donors. Recently,
we
gathered nearly 500 supporters for our 2nd annual Rey of Hope Scholarship Luncheon. It was an inspiring event and
very successful in raising funds we need for
student scholarships! If you missed the event
this year be sure to think about joining us next
year as we share with you our students’ stories
and all the good work being done at Cristo Rey.
In other exciting news, we have recently seen
the steel go up for our new gym, The Valley
Foundation Pavilion, that will give our students
the resources they need for the education of the
whole person. We are so grateful to the Valley
Foundation, which provided $2.5 million for this
project. We still need additional funding in order to complete this project and complete our
Capital Campaign. This would not have been
possible without supporters like you. All of us at
Cristo Rey San José, staff, faculty and students
alike are deeply thankful.
It is with great excitement and anticipation that
we begin planning for our first ever graduation
ceremony scheduled for June 9, 2018! I recognize that these amazing milestones would
not have come to fruition without the support
of our community. We thank you so much for
your continued support in helping our students
become prepared academically, spiritually, and
professionally for college and beyond!
God bless you and yours. Viva Cristo Rey!
Peter Pabst, SJ
President

WORK STUDY PROGRAM

Work Study Program is Thriving
Students are performing exciting and valuable work!
Our Corporate Work Study Program is thriving
with 73 corporate partners providing rich and engaging work experiences for our students. These
experiences, and the funding generated from
each, are helping deliver on the promise of the
Cristo Rey model: preparing students to graduate
high school, earn a college degree, and radically
change the trajectory of their lives.
I’m often asked, “just what kind of work can
high school students really do?” My short answer
is “the sky’s the limit!“ In addition to general
administrative and clerical roles, our students are
performing some incredibly exciting and valuable
work. At Hensel Phelps Construction, one student
has been receiving training in estimating, spending hours with the team learning how to calculate
the cost of flooring and other trade contractor
scopes of work. At Kaiser Permanente, students
are working in multiple departments including

Performance Improvement. Recently, one student
completed a long-term project collecting, compiling and presenting data regarding the experiences
of new mothers who had given birth at KP. Finally,
at Silicon Valley Bank, students are working
directly with SVB clients processing deposits and
providing other support services.

adding 30-plus new partners this year to accommodate another 130 students. In order to do so,
we need your help in securing new partners for
this fall. Please feel free to contact me if you would
like to explore a partnership or if you can provide
an introduction to prospective partners. Thank you
very much!

These are just a few examples of the transformative, on-the-job education our students are receiving in the Corporate Work Study Program. They
are also illustrative of the kind of work students are
capable of doing when given the opportunity along
with the guidance and support of engaged supervisors. We are so incredibly grateful for the people
who work with our students each and every day.

Sincerely,
Matt Bell
Chief Operating Officer and
Director, Corporate Work
Study Program

Next year we will achieve full enrollment of about
500 students, making us one of the largest
schools in the Cristo Rey Network. This means

See What Our Supervisors Are Saying!
“I’m very happy with Leslian. She
always completes all her work
and still offers to do more. She’s
amazing!”

“Christian’s flexibility in taking on various
projects and moving from one project to
the next or working across multiple departments is very much appreciated. He is
always polite, friendly and professional.”

-- Children’s Discovery Museum

-- Stryker Neurovascular

Christian N. , 9th grade

Leslian A., 10th grade

“Pedro started a conversation about how he could earn an exceptional rating and how he could
strive to become Student of the Month. I was so impressed with his initiative and ambition to
be not just above expectations but exceptional. We discussed a plan for a task sheet and for
Pedro to take an active role in lining up his own projects based on what he enjoys doing and
on his interests. Everyone is impressed with Pedro’s work!”
--Valley Medical Center Health and Hospital Administration Team

Pedro H., 11h grade

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Capital Campaign: We’re Almost There!
We are so excited about the progress we have made on our
new gym and community center!
Once completed, the 15,000 square-foot Valley Foundation Pavilion will provide Cristo Rey students and local community members with a state-of-the-art sports
facility and gathering space on our John and Sue Sobrato Campus. Named for the primary funder, this building was made possible by a generous matching grant
through The Valley Foundation, which raised over $3 million! However, we still need additional funding in order to complete this project. This building will act as the
heart of our student life and give Cristo Rey San José students the full high school experience that they deserve.

Top-end courts for our
basketball and volleyball
teams to host home
games!

A FULL state-of-the-art
kitchen and servery so we
can continue providing
students two healthy
meals per day!

Valley Foundation Pavilion
C
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ENTRANCE

The Valley Foundation Pavilion

A stage for drama productions
and large-scale assemblies
and graduation!

Space for our Health and Wellness program which exposes
our students to a variety of sports,
cardio exercises, and yoga practices!

The Valley Foundation Pavilion is set to be
completed by January 2018, but we are not
finished with fundraising yet!
There are many naming opportunities still available.
Please consider donating to help us give our students
the full high school experience they deserve!
Reach out to to learn more!
Shelby Saso at shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Rey of Hope Luncheon Success!
omore at Santa Clara
University and graduate
of Arrupe Jesuit, a Cristo
Rey school in Denver,
Colorado. He spoke of
the opportunities that
going to a Cristo Rey
school afforded him,
and his excitement for
his future career as an
Information Technology
professional thanks to
his education at Santa
Clara University. The
keynote speaker of the
luncheon was Elizabeth
Vilardo, MD, CEO of the
Palo Alto Medical FounCristo Rey is their opportunity to succeed!
dation. She inspired us
with her stories of overThe Second Annual Rey of Hope Scholarship Luncheon was a huge success, raising over $200,000 coming adversity and what motivates her to support
for student scholarships! On March 24th, 500 sup- Cristo Rey San José. We are so blessed to have such
porters, students and staff gathered together in the an amazing community of supporters and Corporate
spirit of giving for Cristo Rey San José. The program Partners who took time out of their day to attend
was full of wonderful speakers, including junior this event. Thank you to everyone who came! We
Renzo Silvera, who came to the United States at 9 look forward to another successful Rey of Hope Lunyears old from Peru and overcame language bar- cheon next year and hope to see you there!
riers to become the high performing student he is
today. We also heard from Manuel Sanchez, soph-

Volunteer Spotlight

Renzo Silvera and Manuel Sanchez

Thank you to keynote speaker Elizabth Vilardo,
MD and CEO of PAMF!

We are so thankful for Cathy Quinlan!

are true heroes to Cristo Rey San José and we
can’t say thank you enough!

Cathy is a champion of Cristo Rey San José, and
has been volunteering her time by helping students
“Mrs. Quinlan is always so dedicated in helping
since the school opened in 2014. She provides
students achieve their goals in Spanish class. She
assistance to our Spanish teachers and students
is relentless in finding new ways to keep students
by helping design tests, tutoring small groups,
engaged and learning. It is safe to say that Mrs.
bringing in materials for the Spanish department
Quinlan has had an impact on all of our education
to use, and helping out with the English Support
and is a valuable part of our Cristo Rey Family.”
students.
		
-- Giang P. Class of 2018

Volunteer Cathy Quinlan helping junior Zephaniah I.
in Spanish class

We could
sure use
your help...

Not only has Cathy been incredibly giving of her
time, she and her husband Roger are generous
donors of Cristo Rey San José as well. Roger
helped connect Cristo Rey with volunteers from
SAP who were able to provide a career pathways
workshop for Cristo Rey students! Cathy and Roger

JOIN THE FAMILY
By donating to Cristo Rey educational
programs and operations, or by donating
your time and talents, you make dreams
into realities.
Send a donation or visit us online to donate.

SHARE

There are countless ways to volunteer with our
students. If you are interested in volunteering with
Cristo Rey San José, please contact Shelby Saso
at shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org for more information
and opportunities!

Share your Cristo Rey story with
family and friends and help our Cristo
Rey community grow. Everyone who
shares Cristo Rey with someone
opens another door to advancing
equal education and life changing
experiences for generations to come.

Come for a tour

We offer tours of the school if you
would like firsthand experiences of
our kids and buildings.
Contact: Shelby Saso,
Director of Advancement at
shelby.saso@cristoreysj.org
(408) 605-7704

COLLEGE CORNER

Juniors Visiting University of California Santa Cruz on Spring Break!

Spring Break College Tours

SAT and ACT Testing Begins

Junior Family College Night

This Spring Break, students had the opportunity
to visit and tour a total of 8 colleges and universities including UCSC, Cal State Monterey Bay,
Pitzer College, Redlands, Loyola Marymount
University, Sonoma State, and Cal Maritime!

Students are prepped and ready for testing after several practice test sessions hosted at Cristo
Rey San José this winter and spring. This will be
our junior class’s first attempt at these important
tests that will play a role in what colleges they
attend. Wish them luck!		

We hosted the first annual Junior Family College
night on February 28th. The event featured a
college admission representative and perspectives from current college students and professionals. This was a great way to engage parents
of our students, most of whom will be first generation college students, and help create a supportive community for our growing student body.

There are many ways to support the College Counseling Program
With so many of our students applying to summer
programs at colleges and universities throughout
the country, Cristo Rey San José is creating a
Summer Enrichment Fund (SEF) to help with
transportation costs in getting to these approved
pre-college programs. Whether this is for a flight,
like for our student Juan F. who will be participating in an acting program at Loyola Marymount
University in LA, or bus passes for our many students who are participating

in summer courses at Bellarmine College Prep, these funds will help our
students get to where they need to go this summer. Another way to help
would be supporting the Summer Bridge College Trip! Every summer, we
take the freshman class to stay overnight at a local University. This sets
up our college culture from the very beginning. Lastly, we are looking for
volunteers.
If you are interested in helping with the College Counseling curriculum for
juniors or seniors in the fall, please contact Todd Hicks at todd.hicks@
cristoreysj.org for more information.

Kairos Retreat
In March, the inaugural Kairos Retreat took place in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 60 juniors and 8 staff members participated in the Jesuit tradition of
Kairos, meaning “God’s Time,” to reflect on selfhood, faith, and relationship.
The three days invited students to dig deep into their faith, to reflect on
both their gifts and difficulties, and to ponder how they can best serve their
communities and world.
Many special traditions and surprises occurred throughout the Kairos experience, which allowed students to open themselves up to being vulnerable,
authentic, and to continue on their transformation of becoming men and
women for others.

From the Students ...
“Kairos taught me that no matter the background/history
of the person, no matter how hard life could be for you,
you decide if you want to let problems take the best of
you or if you learn from it and become a bigger person.”
“After Kairos, I took into consideration that everyone
goes through struggles and that we should be treating
everyone with kindness and respect because we have no
idea what they are going through.”

“I learned at Kairos that it’s okay to have bumps in
terms of your faith and as long as you continue to
love and explore your beliefs that everything will turn
out to be okay.”

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

• See our latest construction update!
• Hear about our first Kairos Retreat
• Explore our College Counseling Program
• Read about our Rey of Hope Success!

Non Profit Org

JOHN and SUE SOBRATO CAMPUS
1389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose CA 95116

www.cristoreysanjose.org

As we near the end of our third year ...
we pause to take stock of our accomplishments. We have so much to be proud of!

175

Students taking AP
tests this spring!

Academic Success

We’re Almost
There!

Valley Foundation Pavillion to be
completed in January 2018

Capital Campaign

500

Students enrolling
for the 2017-2018
school year!

Student Enrollment
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