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Adam engineers his way to success
By AnnMarie Gaglio ’13
Hard work really paid off for
junior Derrick Adam, a member of
Molloy’s Science Research
Program.
Adam won the Yale Science and
Engineering Award for “The Most
Outstanding Eleventh Grade
Exhibit in Computer Science,
Engineering, Physics, or
Chemistry” and the United States
Air Force Certificate of
Achievement at the New York City
Science and Engineering Fair on
March 4.
Adam said his initial reaction
upon learning of his awards was
“surprise. I wasn’t expecting these
awards at all.”
Adam said the experience taught
him how to make an effective
presentation.
“I’m very proud of the work I’ve
done,” he said. “Most of my
competitors were from the best
high schools in New York so to be
able to win two awards is just a

great achievement.”
Adam began working on his
award winning project last summer
during an internship with a
professor at Cooper Union where
he researched past and current
airport designs to create a new
sustainable airport design.
“I’ve always been interested in
engineering,” Adam said. “And I
interned with civil engineers
already. That’s where I met the
professor from Cooper Union.
“I learned during my research
that things don’t usually turn out
the way you plan them because
there are always so many
improvements that can be made
along the way,” he said.
During his presentation to the
judges, Adams was told to, “throw
away my notes and think of the
presentation as a conversation
between the judges and me. It
taught me how poised you need to
be in explaining your research,” he
said.

Ms. Mary Mallia, moderator of
the Science Research Program, was
overjoyed at Adam’s success.
She said his two awards are
comparable to any award won by
members of the Science Research
program in the past.
Adam, who was the only Stanner
among 1,000 students at the fair, is
the first Molloy student to win the
Yale and Air Force awards.
This summer Adam will return to
Cooper Union.
“I want to work on a different topic
and learn something new,” he said.
As for his future beyond college,
Adam said, “I am not sure what my
dream job would be, but I want to
be an engineer.”
Ms. Mallia is confident that after
college Adam “will definitely make
it in some aspect of engineering.”
All Stanners got a chance to see
Adam’s project when the Science
Research Program held its second
annual Science Symposium on
May 21 after school in the Theater.

Junior Derrick Adam holds the
awards he won at the New York
City Science and Engineering
Fair. (Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo)
All the seniors and some juniors
in the program will have poster
presentations of their results from
their independent research from
the program.

Sr. Elizabeth retires after 33 years at Molloy
By Sophia Savvides ’15 and
Phillip Barsamian ’15
When Sister Elizabeth Bickar
joined the Molloy faculty in
September 1979, she expected to
stay for no more than five years
while she worked to get a Master
of Divinity degree at Seton Hall
University during the summers.
“However, I fell in love with
Molloy and the rest is history,” she
said.
Thirty-three years later, Sister
Elizabeth is still here.
But Sister Elizabeth, who has
spent more time at Molloy than at
any other school in her career, will
retire in June as assistant principal
for academics.
“I wanted to leave the school
while I still loved it,” she said,
adding that it feels like the right
time in her life to end this part of
her career.
She will be difficult to replace.
Mr. Dennis Vellucci will become

Sister Elizabeth Bickar works at her desk.(Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
the new assistant principal in into teaching.
She became chairperson of the
charge of student scheduling.
Assistant Principal Ms. Mary Language Dept. in 1988 and
Ann Safrey and another new assistant principal in 1995.
When she arrived, Molloy was an
assistant principal, Mr. Ed
Cameron, will also take over some all boys school and had many more
Marist Brothers on the faculty.
of her duties.
Stanners stood at high tables in
Sister Elizabeth came to Molloy
as a French teacher after working the Cafeteria to eat lunch, which
in a local parish for three years Sister Elizabeth said the boys didn’t
because she wanted to get back mind since they had been sitting in

class all morning.
Sister Elizabeth is proud of the
role she played in Molloy going
coed with the arrival of frosh girls
in September of 2000.
She had pushed for that because
she wanted both genders to receive
the good education she knew they
would receive at Molloy.
Sister Elizabeth said all the
changes have been for the better.
Yet one thing is the same.
“At heart, Stanners haven’t
really changed,” she said. “They
still have a lot of spirit,
enthusiasm, and a very good
work ethic.”
She said students still see
attending Molloy as being “not for
school, but for life.”
Sister Elizabeth said she will miss
working with students and her
fellow faculty and staff members.
“Molloy is full of very nice
people,” she said.
Continued on Page 6

Where is the good in ‘good-bye’?
Archbishop Molloy High School
— despite all your silly, silly rules,
extremely
temperamental
lockers, and ugly, dangerous
lanyards that get caught on other
students’ bags and once resulted
in me being dragged down the hall
— you’ve been my home for the
past four years.
I’m going to miss how eerily
quiet and empty the halls get by
2:43 p.m., how the Art Room
looks in the morning light and the
way the gym bleachers squeak;
won’t you?
I’ll always smile at these
memories of my teachers:
* Mr. Mark Sweeney singing
slightly off-key during the last
and most important four minutes
of a test and saying “no” to our
requests to sharpen our pencils
because it was “against his
religion.”
* Mr. Brian Klimas introducing
us to the wonderfulness of Nerds

Rope, and making learning
geometry easier with “Humpy
Camel, Christmas Stocking.”
* Mrs. Adele Solari showing us
the best way to celebrate Pi Day:
with pie, cupcakes and games!
* Mr. Charley McKenna in The
Stanner’s dungeon of an office
making us keel over many a time
from hearing his stories and
seeing him do the twist.
* Mr. Jim Sheldon making his
students love biology. His
hilariously dry sense of humor
can’t hide his enthusiasm for the
subject.
* Mr. Richard Rodgers telling us
in gym class that “aggression is
not a sin!” and “sweating is sexy!”
* Madame Madelyn Dupre
making French 4 the yummiest
class ever by teaching us how to
appreciate la galette des Rois (the
Kings’ cake) along with other
French dishes, and teaching us life
Continued on page 7

The statue of St. Marcellin
Champagnat is one of many
things senior Adrienne Zhou
will miss about Molloy. (Photo
by Monish Pahilajani ‘13)

Is it just kids who are ‘bullies’?
Stories about bullying permeate
the media. Documentaries,
videos, blogs, TV shows and
highly publicized legal cases have
made it an ubiquitous topic.
It has made me want to know
what all the commotion was
about; is there a really an
epidemic of bullying?
What does the word even mean
because society applies it to many
different types of behavior?
Are kids meaner now or merely
overly sensitive? Am I being a
bully by asking if the youth of the
today is merely overly sensitive?
To clarify this cornucopia of
questions, I turned to Peer
Group leaders and counselors.
I learned that the schoolyard
bully of yesteryear who used
fisticuffs to terrorize his victims
is being replaced by the cyber
bully who uses social media such
as Twitter, BlogSpot, YouTube,
and Facebook to intimidate.
Senior Peer Group leader
Angela Peluso said, “People say
things on the internet they
wouldn’t have the guts to say face
to face. So the internet definitely
fosters bullying.”
As a result, “bullying is less
physical these days and more
verbal,” said junior Isacha
Tucker, who will be a Peer Group
leader next year.
The change from the schoolyard
to internet has changed the
gender of the typical bully.
“Most of the cases I see are girls
bullying girls,” said guidance
counselor Mrs. Rachel Galla.
Mrs. Galla said it can be difficult
to tell when someone’s behavior
crosses the line that detemines

what is and isn’t bullying.
Tucker said its meaning often
depends who is defining it: the
people who see themselves as
victims or the people who are
seen as bullies.
The website stopbullying.gov
states: “Bullying is unwanted,
aggressive behavior among
school aged children that involves
a real or perceived power
imbalance. The behavior is
repeated, or has the potential to
be repeated, over time. Bullying
includes actions such as making
threats, spreading rumors,
attacking someone physically or
overbearingly, and excluding
someone from a group on
purpose.”
Right now you may be asking:
isn’t “overbearing” a subjective
word, doesn’t feeling intimidated
differ from person to person, and
isn’t it normal to exclude someone
you don’t like from your group?
Lady Gaga’s Born This Way
Foundation, whose mission is “to
foster a more accepting society,
where differences are embraced
and individuality is celebrated,”
claims excluding is bullying.
Gaga’s mother, Cynthia
Germanotta, said that one of the
most hurtful episodes in her
daughter’s childhood was when
schoolmates organized a party
and deliberately excluded her.
Counselor Mr. Chris Dougherty
said the intent behind excluding
a particular person is a key factor
in determining what’s bullying.
If students deliberately isolate
an individual to the point where
he or she “can no longer
function,” said Mr. Dougherty, “it

can be considered bullying.”
Senior Niles Uy said bullying is
when people’s actions constantly
seem designed to make you feel
“bad or inferior.”
Junior Raymond Fu said the
bully’s mission always is “to put
someone down.”
The website ncpc.org states
that bullying includes posting
embarrassing or intimate photos
of someone without his/her
consent. But who defines what’s
considered “embarrassing” or
when someone’s gone too far?
The media focuses on bullies in
school but does that mean that
after high school bullying ceases?
Senior Victoria Goldbach said,
“Bullying will never end.”
When children become legal
adults, the term “bullying”
changes to “harassment.”
Molloy’s Student Handbook
refers only to harassment and
emphasizes the “gravity of
human
meanness”
when
determining punishments.
Perhaps this is why “bullying is
such a rare occurrence in Molloy,”

said junior Barbara Goger, a
future Peer Group leader.
The habitual tendencies of
youth often carry into adulthood,
which is why the Born This Way
Foundation says the solution to
bullying lies in fostering a “more
accepting society” on “all levels of
maturity, including adulthood.”
Do grown-up professionals
continue to employ “overbearing”
techniques to “impose their will”
on others in order to achieve
personal gain?
Political theorist Niccolò
Machiavelli, the author of the
highly regarded political treatise
“The Prince,” tells us “the ends
justify the means.”
Is manipulating people by being
Machiavellian in order to make
them no longer function
effectively in the adult world any
different from doing so in school?
Do bullies ever grow out their
domineering tendencies?
Or do they simply learn to hide
them by using behavior that
adult society deems suitable?

-- Lauren Velez ‘13
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The Stanner’s the
No. 1 paper again
For the third straight year and
fourth time in five years, The
Stanner won the General
Excellence Award as the best
Catholic high school newspaper in
Brooklyn-Queens at The Tablet’s
2012 High School Press Awards.
The Stanner took first place in six
of 10 categories at the ceremony at
St. Francis College on May 9 and
won 10 awards overall, one more
than last year.
The Parmentier of St. Joseph’s
High School in Brooklyn was
second and The Seraph of St.
Francis Prep was third among the
nine schools in the competition.
“The Stanner has good reporters
and editors, but after hearing other
moderators and student editors
complain about their staffs missing
deadlines, I became even more
impressed with our staff,” said
Moderator Mr. Charley McKenna.
“Everyone who works for us
deserves credit for our being the top
newspaper yet again.”
Editor-in-Chief Monish
Pahilajani, a junior, won first prize

for his front page layout design.
“We had never won that award
before and all the credit goes to
Monish,” said Mr. McKenna. “It
was his idea to revamp the entire
look of the newspaper this year and
it certainly paid off.”
The Stanner swept the top two
places for Best News Story Awards
as frosh Liana Liang and Robert
Dittus won for “Memes lead to
detention” and seniors Lauren
Miller and Crystal Wong were
second for “Walk-a-thon: $80 or be
‘punished’.”
“Two frosh winning Best News
Story is a great accomplishment,”
Mr. McKenna said. “Robert and
Liana did a great job reporting
fairly and accurately on a
controversial topic.”
Sophomore Jordi Sevilla won
both first and second prizes for Best
Photograph for “Lord, what fools
these mortals be!” and “Spanish
Club at International Day.”
“Jordi’s photos were so much
better than those of the
competition,” Mr. McKenna said.

Staff members Adrienne Zhou, Pamela Decolongon, Natalie Look,
Daniela Salazar, John Fenner, Rashanna Seymour, and Monish
Pahilajani share a laugh last week while re-reading some of The
Stanner’s award-winning articles. (Photo by Mr. Charley McKenna)
Sophomore Matthew Spataro
won the Best Feature Story Award
for his story “Lanyards are new
Molloy accessory.”
“Matt has done a lot of good
stories for us but this was his best,”
Mr. McKenna said.
Junior Conor Tuohy won Best
Community-Related Editorial for
“Stanners should see Manhattan.”
“The judges liked his message to
students to take advantage of living
in the world’s greatest city,” Mr.
McKenna said.

Other award winners were:
juniors Manpreet Sachdev and
Sameera Kassim who won second
place in Best School-Related
Editorial for “Molloy will miss
Christian’s laugh” and sophomore
Darien Day who was second in Best
Sports Story for “Girls lacrosse
comes to AM in the spring.”
“The fact that only two of our
award winners are seniors gives me
confidence that we’ll win a fourth
straight General Excellence Award
next year,” Mr. McKenna said.

Seniors know they’ll miss Molloy
By Karla Hernandez ’12 and
Noelia Morales ’12
Seniors are experiencing a
variety of emotions as they walk
down the hallways during their
final days at Molloy; they’re feeling
excited, nervous, bittersweet,
sentimental, or anxious.
Overall, they say, it feels surreal.
Some seniors are ready to leave
while others have yet to grasp the
fact that they will be moving on.
For many, a feeling of nostalgia
is hitting hard.
Sam Spoto said Molloy will
always be a part of who he is.
“Of course I am excited to
experience the new atmosphere,
friends, and adventures that college
will bring but no matter where you
go in life, Molloy is the type of place
that comes along with you and is
never far away,” said Spoto, who
will attend Queens College.
“Before Molloy, I wasn’t a very
open person,” said Spoto. “Molloy
taught me how to be a part of a
community through Peer Groups
and by leading underclass retreats.
I learned how to open myself up
to others, be giving, and be more
understanding.”
Joel Antolijao’s favorite Molloy
memories are all the events that
bring students together such as
Freshman Field Day, International
Day and the Senior-Faculty
Basketball Game.

“Two teachers who have had a
big influence on me are Mr.
DeSarno and Mr. [Jim] Sheehan,”
he said. “DeSarno instilled in me
logic and reason, while Sheehan
taught me how to sway people
effectively and semantically.”
Alzate is going to New York
University in Abu Dhabi in the
United Arab Emirates in the fall.
“I am both excited and nervous,”
he said.
College guidance counselor Mr.
Ted McGuinness, who has worked
at Molloy for eight years, is excited
to see the seniors “embark on the
adventure of life.”
His favorite memories of the
Class of 2012 are being able to see
Stanners get into the colleges they
wanted to attend and seeing
students get into schools they
thought they couldn’t get into.
Mr. McGuinness offers this
advice to all students: “Work hard
and enjoy all aspects of college.
Challenge yourself and have faith
in yourself for the rest of your life.”
So enjoy counting down your last
days at Molloy, seniors.
Enjoy the little things because
one day we’ll be reminiscing about
the classes we complained about,
school events we attended, friends
we made, Esopus and its cheesy
Flashback to simpler times for the Class of 2012: Mr. Mark Sweeney bread, and the crazy teachers we
and members of Homeroom 1J strike a pose at Freshman Field knew and loved.
Day 2008. (Photo by Courtesy of the Blue and White Yearbook)
Not for school, but for life.
Antolijao, who with Julian Tobias,
is co-captain of the Boys Step
Team, has enjoyed its camaraderie
and energy since sophomore year.
“It will be hard to leave the team,
but I trust them,” he said. “They’ve
worked hard all year and I’ve seen
them grow. I know they’ll be
great.”
Antolijao is excited about going
south to Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond.
“But I’m going to miss Molloy,”
he said. “Molloy treats everyone
like family, always supporting one
another. That is something I’m
going to remember when I

graduate and in the future, I will
always treat others with love and
respect because that is what I was
taught here.”
Maverick Alzate recalls with
affection his classes over the years,
particularly Mr. Mark Sweeney’s
English 9 Honors class with his
pals Erik Petschauer and Thomas
Ashton, Mr. Jeff Gallagher’s AP
U.S. History class, and Mr. Chris
DeSarno’s AP World History Class.
”Mr. DeSarno is the Jesus among
teachers,” he said. “He never lets
his sheep go astray.”
Alzate said his teachers have
shaped who he is.

351 get awards for academic success
By Monish Pahilajani ’13
Over 350 Stanners who earned a
weighted academic average of 95
or higher were invited to attend the
annual Academic Awards
Ceremony on May 3 in the Jack
Curran Gym.

Invitations went to 118 frosh, 116
sophomores, and 117 juniors.
Assistant Principal for Academics
Sister Elizabeth Bickar said that
such a high percentage of students
being honored reinforces the idea
that Molloy is full of smart kids.

Juniors Davin Chaltu and Daniela Gordillo are in a happy mood
during the reception in the Cafeteria following the Academic
Awards ceremony on May 3. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

To earn the prestigious Principal’s
List Award medal, a student needs
to have at least a 99 overall average
for three consecutive marking
periods.
Junior Sitara Patel said, “I will
remember getting my medal even
after I graduate from Molloy.”
Some special academic awards
were presented to these Stanners:
* Sophomore Georgios Gulino
won The Elsbeth Kroeber Award in
Biology.
* Sophomore Kristian Mosquito
won The David Kraus Award in
Biology.
* Sophomore Samantha Sattler
won The Otto Burgdorf Award in
Biology.
* Junior Shibin Mathews won The
Bausch & Lomb Award in Science.
* Junior Roberto Bertolini won
The University of Rochester F.
Douglass & S.B. Anthony Award.
* Junior Cara Salvatore won The
University of Rochester George
Eastman Young Leaders Award.
* Junior Tatiana Requijo won The
Fairfield University Book Award.
* Junior Dina Mangialino won
College of the Holy Cross Book
Award.
* Junior Aislinn Messina won The
Wellesley College Book Award.
* Junior Carolyn Gallagher and
junior Erick Jara were the ScholarAthletes.

Assistant Principal for Students
Mr. Kenneth Auer was the Master
of Ceremonies and Campus
Ministry Director Mr. Michael
Germano read the invocation.
Principal Bro. Thomas Schady
congratulated the students and
Sister Elizabeth presented the
awards.
Sister Elizabeth was happy about
the attendance at the ceremony.
“A larger percentage came this
year [than in years past],” she said.
“They were very well dressed. I
congratulate them all.”
Junior Shilpa Mathews enjoyed
the ceremony.
“It gets better each year,” she
said. “I feel like I should be
rewarded after all the time I spent
learning AP Chemistry.”
Junior Shibin Mathews said, “My
parents and sister were very proud
of me winning four awards this
year. I would like to thank Mr.
[Austin] Power individually for
motivating me to not give up on
learning the harsh world of
precalculus, because if I did, I
would certainly not be in this high
position.”
Patel said, “The key to being a
good student in Molloy is to not get
involved with the wrong crowd and
to take risks [by taking courses]
like AP Chem. After all, my motto
is you only live once.”

Stanners hate Regents tests, teachers less so
By Stephanie Jaipaul ’13 and
Sameera Kassim ’13
Regents exams are tests few
students look forward to taking at
the end of the school year.
A majority of students
interviewed see the exams as
pointless and preparing for them
as futile.
Junior Mary Edward said the
tests don’t motivate many students
during the year to learn the
material presented in class.
She said the tests are fair but
“take so long to complete and are
so strangely worded that they
don’t seem to be of any use.”
Junior Jessica Cardiello, who
studies only a little before any
Regents exam, also dislikes the
Regents’ two to three hour length.
However, Cardiello said Regents
exams “help in motivating me to
learn the material for class.”
Cardiello would not like to see the
Regents dropped and replaced by
teacher-designed finals because
they would be much more difficult.
Junior Jessica Gerardi also doesn’t
spend much time outside of class
reviewing for the Regents.
She says she is more motivated
to learn by a teacher’s chapter tests
than by the Regents.
What Gerardi hates is having to

come back to school to take them
after the last day of classes.
Stanners may be surprised to
learn that Molloy teachers don’t
love the Regents exams.
Ms. Kelly Early, who teaches
Algebra 2/Trig, and Mr. Michael
Nadeau, a physics teacher, said a
lot of what they teach in class is
dictated by the Regents exam.
Mr. Nadeau said the exam
restricts his freedom as an educator.
He has only a small amount of
time after he finishes the material
required by the Regents curriculum
to go into depth on topics that
interest students due to the breadth
of topics he must cover for the test.
If a class is really interested in
basic electronics and wants to
spend more time on circuit boards,
he can’t allow them to explore “cool
stuff like capacitors, inductors,
diodes, and transistors” because he
wouldn’t make it through the
curriculum if he did.
He said having to do this detracts
somewhat from a student’s
educational experience.
Ms. Early said a lack of time is
the only reason she sometimes feels
limited by Regents requirements
because there are occasions when
she’d like to spend more time on a
particular topic but isn’t able to

because she must finish the
required curriculum.
Ms. Early said that all topics she
teaches in her class could possibly
appear on the Regents exam but
her main goal is to provide students
with a strong foundation in math
so that they can learn the material
that will be presented in math class
the following year.
Ms. Early reviews for the Regents
exam during the final fours weeks
of classes, focusing on strategies for
taking the exam rather than just
reviewing material already learned.
Mr. Nadeau spends the final few
days of classes doing review work
and offers review sessions after
school at the end of May.
Both teachers agree Regents
exams have an educational value.
“It’s a cumulative assessment
that requires students to synthesize
their physics conceptual
knowledge and hone their math
skills,” Mr. Nadeau said.
Mr Nadeau dislikes the fact that
the test can contain intentionally
tricky questions due to the wording
of a problem or the answer choices,
which really irks him because he
said it then becomes a reading
comprehension exam more than a
physics exam.
Ms. Early said the Regents

exams give schools the opportunity
to understand how well students
are doing and make the necessary
changes in their methods to
improve students’ learning.
Mr. Nadeau considers the
Regents physics exam to be a fair
evaluation of his students’
knowledge but wouldn’t mind
making his own end of year exam.
He said his own exam would be
far more challenging so his students
would probably prefer to the
Regents exam.
Edwards, Cardiello, and Gerardi
agree that any teacher-created
finals would be harder.
How much longer Stanners will
have to take Regents exams
remains unknown.
Molloy’s Assistant Principal for
Academics, Ms. Mary Ann Safrey,
said the Regents dropped the
foreign language exam and there
is a good probability that the
Global Studies Regents exams will
be dropped in 2014 in order to
place more emphasis on the math
and science exams.
Ms Safrey, however, would not
like to see more exams dropped
because the goal of having Regents
exams is to make students “be well
rounded in order to compete in a
complex world.”

Sophs win & seniors last in Spirit Week 2012
By Miranda Steinberg ’14
Sophomores were the surprise
winners of Molloy’s annual Spirit
Week from April 23-27 while the
seniors, who had won the previous
two contests to measure class spirit,
were surprisingly last.
The sophomores, who earned a
dress down day on Friday, May 25
for their victory, scored 2,164 points
from their participation in 10 spirit
event to defeat the second place
juniors by 84 points.
Frosh finished in third place with
1,893 points and seniors were last
with 1,876.
“I was very surprised to see the
seniors finish last, especially given
that they are such a great class,”
Mr. Ed Cameron, Director of
Student Activities, said. “But [the
sophomores] are a spirited class
and had a year’s experience under

their belts so they knew what it
takes to win.”
There were a great number of
activities that the students who
wished to participate in Spirit Week
could choose from such as the
Teacher Tape Up, Stanner Feud, In
It To Win It, and Molloy Idol.
Daniela Franceschetti decorated
Homeroom 2D’s door for the
“Under the Sea” themed door
contest and participated in Molloy
Idol and the Teacher Tape Up.
“Decorating the door was the
most fun for me, but I think the
Teacher Tape Up was the most
successful event,” she said. “It was
a full house.”
Homeroom 4G won the door
contest with 2L in second place and
4B third place.
Among the individual winners
were junior Marjorie Coello in the

Karaoke Contest, junior Ruthba
Ahmed in the Google Doodle
Contest and frosh Jasmine
Rodriguez in the Candy Count
Contest.
Many students who partook in
the Spirit Week enjoyed those
activities in which teachers got
involved.
Frosh Travis Reilly said he
enjoyed the teachers’ participation
because “it shows their fun side.”
But as someone involved in Spirit
Week for the first time, Reilly found
it difficult to keep up with the five
different wardrobes required
during Spirit Week to meet the
requirements to score points on
Heritage Day, Above the Neck and
Below the Knee Day, Dress Up Day,
Molloy Colors Day and Class
Colors Day.
He recommended that next year

the frosh be given clearer
information about each day’s
contest.
“I kept forgetting what I was
supposed to wear the next day and
the only way I found out was
through Facebook,” he said.
Overall, Spirit Week 2012 was a
success, judging from the reactions
of both students and teachers.
Spirit Week 2012 was the last to
be run by Mr. Cameron as he will
become an assistant principal next
year.
Mr. Jim Sheldon, currently a
Biology and Forensics teacher, will
take over as Director of Student
Activities.
“Mr. Sheldon will do a great job
next year with Spirit Week,” said
Mr. Cameron. “He is in tune with
the students and is a wonderful
organizer and planner.”

Decorating doors, dressing up, dodging balls and
donning crazy hats were all part of Spirit Week
2012 last month. (Photos by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Spirit Week Class Competition Results
Seniors

295

232

243

Above Neck Below Knees Day 237

269

232

243

Dress Up Day

271

215

272

204

Molloy Dress Down Day

332

324

322

254

Color Dress Down Day

296

326

313

237

Fundraiser

144

235

259

145

Stanner Feud

50

150

100

50

Faculty Tape Up

50

150

200

150

Homeroom Doors

50

150

50

300

200

50

100

50

1,893

2,164

2,080

Heritage Day

Dodgeball
Total Points

Frosh

Sophs

Juniors

Event

313

1.876

The Spirit Week Contest Winners
Karaoke: 1. Marjorie Coello, 3C; 2.
Raez Jafri, 2E; 3. Tom Murawski, 4G.
Google Doodle: 1. Ruthba Ahmed,
3A; 2. Matthew Tibo, 2K; 3. Liana Liang,
1F.
Stanner Feud: 1. Da Chasers
(Stephanie Arbeidez, 2A, Camille
Pangaiangon, 2H, Kenny Mesadieu, 2G,
Briana Hajdarovic, 2D, Emily David,
2C); 2. Big Murphy (Jorge Velez, 3M,
John Anthony DiMaria, 3D, Chrysalis
Terrado, 3L, Zachary Tuimil , 3M, Christopher Martinez, 3G); 3. (tie) M.O.E (Matthew Rosal, 4J, Alain Paul, 4H, Messay
Kassi, 4E, Morrell Gaskins, 4D, Freddy
Francois, 4C) and The Infinity Family
(Robert Dittus, 1C, Tina Dantono, 1C,
Gina Giraldi, 1D, Alex Chowske, 1B, Liana Liang, 1F).

Dodgeball: 1. Taking Life By the
Dodgeballs (John Whelan, 1L, Matthew
Capp, 1B, Joseph Savastano, 1J, Justin
Lonnavareon, 1B, Matt Savastano, 1J);
2. Latino Heat (Christian Ovalle, 3J,
Bryan Nunez, 3J, Jo Pleitez, 3J, Christian Ortega, 3J, Elijah Castillo, 3B); 3.
Patty’s Pub Crew (Thomas Dreyer, 4C,
Billy Burkart, 4A, Jack Moravek, 4F,
Ryan Winters, 4K, Brendan Finnerty,
4C); 4. Claire (William Kazmierczuk, 2E,
Brian Hurley, 2E, Emily Hanna, 2D, Niall
Fox, 2D).
Candy Count: 1. Jasmine Rodriguez,
1J.
Tape Up Teacher: 1. Juniors; 2. (tie)
Seniors and Sophmores; 4. Frosh.
Sweatshirt Design: 1. Asian Club
Door Decoration: 1. 4G; 2. 2L; 3. 4B.

Campus Ministry’s 9
new leaders chosen

Sophomore Emily David recites her poem which earned her third
place at the literary magazine Poetry Slam in the Theater. (Photo
by Jordi Sevilla ’14)

Spitting rhymes and
good times at Slam

By Anna Poulakas ’14
Archbishop Molloy’s Poetry Slam
attracted 25 performers on
Thursday May 10 in the Theater
and produced three winners.
Senior Melissa Sue Gomez was
judged the winner with junior
Hanna Ventura second and
sophomore Emily David third.
David, despite being nervous
before performing at her first slam,
enjoyed the experience.
“I love the focus and the attention
on the poet,” she said. “It builds up
so much feeling and emotion.”
Seniors Freddy Francois, Andres
Caamal and sophomore Will Riley
earned honorable mention.
The judges were senior Mary
Gallagher and Molloy graduates
Max Rief and Carlos Ortiz.
Mr. Matt Kilkelly, moderator of
Molloy’s literary magazine which
sponsored the slam, was impressed
by the poets’ ideas and talent.
Some of his favorite performers
in the past have been sophomores
Riley, Rosemarie Casano, juniors
Sore Agbaje, Ventura, Breanna
Watson, seniors Francois, Morgan
Welsh, and Laura Tanzil.
Mr. Kilkelly said poetry slams
help students’ writing and
presentation skills.
Riley, who appeared in his third

slam, performed his poem “The
Naked Lightbulb.”
Sophomore Mike Mosco said the
slams help his communication and
public speaking skills.
Mosco performed a poem he
called “Untitled.”
“People will be able to figure out
the title for themselves,” he said.
Sophomore Christian Alarcon,
who read his poem “Dancing in the
Rain,” enjoys watching other poets.
“It’s the best,” he said.
The event’s sponsor, “Out of the
Box,” meanwhile, is publishing two
issues in the same school year for
the first time in over 10 years.
Senior editors Anna Oldakowski
and Francois really pushed for it,
Mr. Kilkelly said, and their
persistance paid off as the
administration approved a second
issue which will come out in June.
Oldakowski designed the April
issue’s cover, which was based on
the inside of a subway car.
“It’s so different and original from
covers from past years,” Mr.
Kilkelly said.
Mr. Kilkelly was most impressed
by the work of seniors Camille De
Vera, Ashley Mayer, junior Julian
Lopez, sophomore Daniela
Franceschetti, and frosh Brianne
Lindee in the first issue.

By Matthew Spataro ’14
Director Mr. Mike Germano has
chosen nine new Campus Ministry
leaders for next year who will help
organize its activities such as
fundraisers for the needy and
disadvantaged.
Juniors Kathryn Brucas, John
Anthony DiMaria, Jhanell Directo,
Amber Emmino, Zelenia Felipe,
Dana Galizia, Dylan Penza, Toni
Ann Petovello, and Colman
Vaughan are next year’s leaders.
Brucas wanted to be a leader
after being “inspired by my leaders
on Junior retreat. I wanted to affect
other lives the way they did mine.”
Brucas, who helped Campus
Ministry this year, said, “The Book
Drive, Operation Christmas Child,
Fast-a-thon, these are just a few of
the things that we at Campus
Ministry were proud to pull off.”
The three-part selection process
was not a cakewalk.
It started with the 77 juniors who
volunteered to be leaders.
Mr. Germano then selects 24 to
fill out applications. He reads the
applications and selects his leaders.
They then begin a training
program that meets once every sixday cycle and continues when they
return to school in September.
The selection of new leaders

means Campus Ministry will soon
say goodbye to its current leaders.
“They were amazing role models
for the students at Molloy,” said
Galizia.
Mr. Germano said, “Every year
CMLs offer something new to the
table. I am blessed to be
surrounded by extraordinary kids
who excel at all aspects of life.”
Senior leaders Olivia Balog,
Alyssa Dolan, Mary Gallagher, Liss
Mendez, Samantha Nostramo,
Maegan Reed, Jarrett Sledge, Nora
Soliman, and Samson Zachariah
have done a great job this year, and
Mr. Germano expects the new
leaders to live up to expectations.
“I have high hopes for the 2013
CMLs,” he said. “Their potential,
as with all my groups, is off the
charts!”
Mr. Germano said of his new
leaders: “I hope that they have the
opportunity to change lives on
many different levels through
service, drives, collections, retreats,
and liturgies. The impact they can
make will resound for many years
to come!”
The new leaders can’t wait to start
making a difference .
“There will be some new things,”
said Galizia, “but it’s secret. You’ll
have to wait next year.”

This year’s Campus Ministry Leaders (from left): Jarrett Sledge,
Olivia Balog, Maegen Reed, Nora Soliman, Liss Mendez, Samantha
Nostramo, Alyssa Dolan, Mary Gallagher, and Samson Zachariah.

Sr. Elizabeth says goodbye AM after 33 years
Continued from Page 1
However, she will not miss
proctoring A.P. exams or having to
get up so early in the morning to
come to school.
Her fondest memories are her
many years of working at Esopus,
the student masses, and having fun
in the classroom with her students.
She said she always felt a sense
of accomplishment when every
student had a correct schedule for
each semester.

The Stanner Moderator Mr.
Charley McKenna considered
Sister Elizabeth the paper’s last line
of defense when she reviewed it
before it went to press each month.
“Not only has Sister Elizabeth
been very supportive of allowing
students to have their opinions
reflected in the pages of our
newspaper, she is a terrific copy
editor and has caught many an
error over the years that had
slipped past our copy editors. The

Stanner staff will miss her.”
Sister Elizabeth has read the
names of Molloy graduates at every
ceremony for over 17 years and
will do so for the last time on June
2 for the Class of 2012.
She got that job because the
administration felt a language
teacher would be able to pronounce
everyone’s name correctly and each
year she works hard to do so.
“Everyone’s name deserves to be
said correctly,” she said.

In retirement she will live with her
fellow Sisters of Charity of Halifax
and do volunteer work such as
tutoring and working in soup
kitchens.
She said she is sure to come back
to visit Molloy.
Sister Elizabeth leaves all
Stanners with this message:
“I loved being with you. I wish
you the best. And always
remember that God calls you to
greatness.”

Juniors dance “Under the Stars”
By AnnMarie Gaglio ’13 and
Jillian Spataro ’13
Molloy’s gym was transformed
into an observatory on May 12 as
the theme of the 2012 Junior Prom
was “Under the Stars.”
Jennifer Foley, a Junior Prom
Committee member, said the
theme was chosen via a democratic
process by a poll taken of the entire
junior class.
The Junior Prom Committee
worked with Student Activities
Committee Moderator Mr. Pat
Flynn to prepare for prom.
Mr. Flynn credited Jennifer
Foley, Melissa Foley, Danielle
Valentine, and Alexandra Bertolini
with playing a major role in prom
preparations.
He said without their help, ticket
sales would not have been as high
as they were.
“Ticket sales were extremely
high this year,” said Mr. Flynn. “In
fact, they were higher this year
than the previous year.”
After dancing to the musical

Stephanie Bonanno, Rashanna Seymour, Jillian Spataro, Thalia Toro,
and Elizabeth Governale pose under an arc of ballons.

A Stanner: forever & always
Continued from Page 2
lessons and tips for remembering
a myriad of verb conjugations.
* Mr. Dennis Vellucci ensuring
that few in his class will forget that
Macbeth “unseam’d” an enemy
“from the nave to the chops, and
fix’d his head upon … [their]
battlements.”
* Mr. Chris Dougherty wearing
his orange, made-of-recycledplastic jacket or sitting at his desk
in his densely decorated Cave.
* Ms. Liz Murdocca, who
teaches Lit & Psych, the most
fascinating and eye-opening class
I’ve ever taken, being such a
smart, perceptive, empowering,
kick-butt woman and feminist.
Why are you making that face?
What’s wrong with wanting
equality for women!?!
I’ll miss hearing Mrs. Joan
McCabe saying, “That’s my

sundae bar – where they were able
to create their own ice cream
concoctions.
Melissa Foley and Bertolini said
going to the prom after working
so hard to make it happen was a
great experience.

“Knowing I helped makes the
prom that much more special,”
said Foley. “If everyone had a good
time, I’d feel a sense of
accomplishment because I helped
prepare for prom.”
Mr. Lou Barbera was impressed
with the committe’s work.
“I thought the decorations were
great,” he said.
Before attending the prom, junior
Rashanna Seymour said, “It’s
going to be a great night and I’ll
have fun with my friends.”
Not all juniors, however, were
swept up by the hype surrounding
the event.
Junior Shilpa Mathews, for
example, didn’t go to prom.
“Not many of my friends are
going,” she said. “Senior Prom is
more important.”
But even Mathews thought that
prom would turn out well.
“I know people are putting a lot
Senior Victoria Goldbach, and juniors Anna Pastina, Anne Heerdt, of work into it, so the night will be
William Rabold, Michael Rogers, Manpreet Sachdev, Aliesha special for the juniors who are
going,” she said.
Grandison, Annamarie Casano, and Zelenia Felipe at the prom.
stylings of DJ Electric Mayhem
Inc., Stanners feasted on dishes
ranging from hors d’œuvres to
salads to an entree of pasta and
chicken parmesan.
Last but not least, Stanners
satisfied their sweet tooths at the

Ashwini Chawla, Soumya Misra,, Jessica Cardiello, Cara Salvatore,
Elizabeth Governale, and Graziella Ferrara show off their dresses.

Junior Leadership Ceremony

name; don’t wear it out!” after
calling out to her.
I’ll miss Mr. Jim Sheehan
asking every time someone got
up in his class to get a tissue, “Is
this an assassination attempt? I
survived three out of four of those
last week.”
I’ll miss gaping at Mr. Ted
McGuinness’s outfits.
I’ll miss hearing that Ms.
Jeanne Longerano’s Day Care
opens once a year for egg babies
on the day of the AP Calculus test.
I’ll miss seeing Mr. Chris
DeSarno run into the door every
time a student didn’t know
Senior Robert Rossi presents junior Stephanie Bonanno with
something he or she was
her class pin during the Junior Leadership Ceremony in the
supposed to know.
Jack Curran Gym on May 3. (Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo)
I’ll miss being able to talk and
joke with teachers as if they were
How am I supposed to say
can’t imagine anything being
my best friends.
It’s been said that college is the better than the four years I’ve good-bye?
—Adrienne Zhou ’12
best four years of your life but I spend at Molloy.

Woods is top athlete at B-Q meet
Senior Kathleen Woods was
named the Outstanding Performer
at the CHSAA Girls BrooklynQueens Sectional Championships
on May 14 at Ichan Stadium on
Randall’s Island.
Woods won the 2,000-meter
steeplechase in 7 minutes, 41.3
seconds and the 3,200-meters in
11:18.5 to lead Molloy to the title.
Other double winners for Molloy
were sophomore Niamani
Morrison in the 100-meter hurdles
and long jump and junior Tori
Taibe in the shot and discus.
Other sectional champions were
senior high jumper Ashley Mayer
and the 4x400-meter relay team.
Molloy also won the CHSAA
Boys Brooklyn-Queens title led by
double winner juniors Dylan Foster
Kathleen Woods slogs through the water on her way to winning
and Darren James.
the 2,000-meter steeplechase. (Photo by Melissa Gabriel ‘12)
Foster won the 110-meter and
400-meter hurdles while James won Patrick McGibbon (shot), Marc (1,600-meters), and Christian
the 400-meters and long jump.
Ochs (high jump), John Varsam Hadjigeorgiou (triple jump).
Other champions were seniors (pole vault), juniors Jacob Lascano
Here are Molloy’s results:

Step & golf teams keep winning
Molloy’s Boys Step team won the
Northeast Regional Finals of the
Break the Stage compeition on
May 11 at Landmark High School
in Manhattan, defeating eight
teams from Maryland, New Jersey,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and
New York.
Molloy advances to the National
Finals in June in Florida.
Moderator Mrs. Anne Lonergan
said the team’s success is due to
practicing eight to 10 hours a week
and a fitness training program.
The team will compete for the
Youth Step USA National
Championships on May 26 in
Harrisburg, Pa.
“I am very proud of them,” said

Mrs. Lonergan
Molloy’s Varsity Golf team
defeated St. Edmund’s and Christ
the King on May 14 to win a 14th
straight CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens
title for coach Mr. Bill Niklaus.
The team began the CHSAA
intersectional playoffs on May 21.
Jared Lovelace won the triple
jump with a leap of 41-feet-5.75 at
the Freshmen Intersectional
Championships on May 12 on
Randall’s Island where Molloy
finished sixth among 18 teams.
In the sophomore city meet,
Daniel Murphy won the triple
jump with a leap of 38-1.
Molloy finished sixth among 20
sophomore teams.

Varsity Boys B-Q Meet
110-meter hurdles: 1. Dylan Foster,
16.4; 4. Christian Ovalle, 19.3.
400-meters: 1. Darren James, 50.5.
400-meter hurdles: 1. Dylan Foster,
59.4; 4. Dylan Powers, 1:04.9.
800-meters: 1. Jacob Lascano, 2:01.5;
3. Walter Rodriguez, 2:04.3.
1,600-meters: 3. Robert Rossi, 4:48.7.
3,000-meter steeplechase: 2. Dillon
Scibelli, 19:50.0; 4. Thomas Dreyer,
11:07.5.
3,200-meters: 4. Patrick Goldberg,
10:44.1.
4x100-meter relay: 4. Molloy, 47.0
4x400-meter relay: 3. Molloy, 3:43.1;
5. Molloy, 3:53.3
4x800-meter relay: 2. Molloy, 8:44.5.
Javelin: 3. Ryan Karsten, 133-2; 4.
Ethan Friedland, 116-3.
Discus: 2. Patrick McGibbon, 108-2.
Shot: 1. Patrick McGibbon, 45-5.75.
Triple jump: 1.Chris Hadjigeorgiou,
44-3; 4. Christopher Lee, 41-4.25.
Long jump: 1. Darren James, 21-6.5;
3. Christian Hadjigeorgiou, 19-7.50;

5. Marc Ochs, 18-5.
High Jump: 1. Marc Ochs, 5-6.
Pole vault: 1. John Varsam, 13-0; 2.
Steven Neocleous, 10-6; 3. Nikolas
Koulouris 9-6; 4. Adam Bauer, 9-0; 5.
Ryan Hoffman, 7-6.
Team Scores: 1 Molloy 107; 2. St.
Francis Prep 55; 3. Ford 52; 4. Xaverian
22; 5. St. John’s Prep 19; 6. Loughlin
15; 7. McClancy 10; 8 St. Edmund’s 9;
9. Nazareth 7; 10. Christ the King 2.
Varsity Girls B-Q Meet
100-meters: 5. Tiana Salas-Ali, 13.3.
100-meter hurdles: 1. Niamani
Morrison, 16.0; 3. Shannon Pizzella,
19.3; 4. Vanja Matkovic, 20.5; 5. Natalie
Fargo, 20.9.
400-meters: 2. Mary Ellen Woods
1:04.2.
400-meter hurdles: 2. Shannon
Pizzella, 1:16.5
800-meters: 4. Paulina Stefanowski,
2:31.6.
1,500-meters: 3. Paulina Stefanowski,
5:26.2
2,000-meter steeplechase: 1. Kathleen
Woods, 7:41.3; 2. Melissa Fesler, 8:10.4.
3,200-meters: 1. Kathleen Woods,
11:18.5; 2. Rebecca Verrone, 11:47.5; 5.
Michelle Armogan, 13:40.5.
4x100-meter relay: 2. Molloy, 53.8; 3.
Molloy 55.5.
4x400-meter relay: 1. Molloy, 4:22.9;
3. Molloy 4:49.1
4x800-meter relay: 4. Molloy, 11:46.2;
5. Molloy, 12.32.2
Javelin: 1.Tori Taibe, 101-3; 3. Allison
Terranova, 88-5; 5. Barbara Goger, 618.
Discus: 1. Tori Taibe, 98-2; 5. Elizabeth
Governale, 70-9.
Shot: 4. Thalia Toro, 27-7.
Triple Jump: 2. Niamani Morrison,
34-4.75; 3. Laura Williams, 31-10; 4.
Tiana Salas-Ali, 31-4; 5. Julia Rosa, 299.25.
Long jump: 1. Niamani Morrison, 170; 3. Nicole Kelly, 16-4.25; 4. Ololade
Afolayan, 16-0.
High jump: 1. Ashley Mayer, 5-1; 3.
Tara Mcguire, 4-6; 4. Stephanie Yost, 41.
Team Scores: 1. Molloy 117.5; 2. St.
Francis Prep 61.5; 3. Mary Louis; 49.5;
4. Ford 24; 5. St. Edmund’s 12.5; 6.
Loughlin 9; 7. Christ the King 7; 8.
Kearney 2; 9. St. John’s Prep 1.

Molloy handball feels the passion
By Anna Poulakas ’14
Molloy’s handball team has a 85 record so far this year and Coach
Vincent Leonardo is pleased with
his team’s performance because,
“they are always full of energy and
have great strength.”
The all-senior team is led by
single players Sergio Rodriguez,
Norman Coleman, and Jason
Lumokso with the top doubles
team being Joe Bush and Francis
Marino.
The team’s best victories this year
are a pair of 3-2 victories over
McClancy in the season opener on
March 30 and again on April 23.
Rodriguez, who said his best
game was against McClancy, said
the team has played well all year
as none of its losses have been
blow-outs. “The games we lost, we
could have won,” he said. “But
each time we learn and get better.”

Mr. Leonardo said BrooklynQueens playoffs were supposed to
start the week of May 7; however
due to the rainy weather, they were
postponed to the week of May 14.
Mr. Leonardo said he hopes
Molloy can win the BrooklynQueens Diocese Championship
because it has been a couple of
years since Molloy has won it.
Mr. Leonardo said the Stanners’
toughest opponents will be St.
Francis Prep and Bishop Loughlin.
He hopes his team’s passion for
handball can carry them through
the playoffs.
Coleman and senior Charlie
Lovejoy agreed that the team’s
main goals in the playoffs are to
beat St. Francis Prep and Bishop
Loughlin, their two main rivals.
“Their teams are a challenge and
they will be tough games,” Senior Jason Lumokso plays No. 3 Singles for the Varsity Handball
team. (Photo courtesy of the Blue & White Yearbook)
Coleman said.

