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40: RENEW—Lenten Sermon Series
and Bible Study Journal
Our Lenten sermon series this year is entitled "40: RENEW" and
will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd. To enhance the series
we are challenging everyone to complete this 40-day experience by
spending time with God through His Word and through Prayer with
a 40-Day Bible Study Journal.
You may be wondering why this study is designed to last 40 days.
It may surprise you to know how often the number “40” has played
an important role in the lives of God’s people throughout history:
• It rained for 40 days and 40 nights when God decided to
renew the world and start over.
• Noah waited another 40 days after it rained before he opened
a window in the ark.
• Moses was on a mountain with God for 40 days – twice!
• It took the spies 40 days to search out the Promised Land and bring back fruit.
• The Israelites spent 40 years in the wilderness, one year for each day they explored the Promised Land.
• Goliath taunted the Israelites for 40 days before being killed by David. God gave the victory after 40 days.
• Ezekiel spent 40 days lying on his side to prepare to prophesy.
• Elijah spent 40 days on Mount Horeb when the Lord passed by and he heard the voice of God.
• Jonah warned the City of Nineveh they had 40 days to be renewed until God would overthrow the city. They
repented.
• Jesus was taken to the temple 40 days after His birth to be renewed or purified.
• Jesus fasted for 40 days in the wilderness to prepare for public ministry.
• Jesus was seen on the earth for 40 days after His crucifixion.
So you see, the number “40” often plays a pivotal role in the plans of God!
You’ll notice as you progress through the journal that the letters “RE” appear over and over. “RE” is a prefix
that simply means “again.” Through this study, you will do “again” what God has called His people to do from the
very beginning. You will dedicate 40 days for the purpose of knowing God and His Word in a new way. While every
important story from the Bible could not be included in this study, this journal is designed to give you an overview of
scripture from Genesis to Revelation.
We are so excited about the 40 days of Lent! We believe God is going to show you things about Himself that will
RENEW you! It is time to be a part of what God is doing “again.”
Here is how 40: RENEW works: We will provide you with a quick REWIND to give you some brief background
about a passage of scripture. You will then READ the selected passage and RELATE it to your life. Then you will
RESPOND to God in a written prayer. Last but not least, we will provide you with a few RETHINK questions to
consider. We expect the experience to take you about 15-20 minutes each day. (Continued on next page - see Renew)

RENEW (continued from page1)
Here is a glimpse of the 40 days:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

God Made
Adam Bit
Cain Killed
Noah Built
Job Questioned
Abram Trusted
Abraham Obeyed
Moses Called
Pharaoh Refused
Tablets Guided

11. People Wandered
12. Promise Landed
13. Gideon Fought
14. Samuel Heard
15. Saul Fell
16. David Sang
17. Solomon Asked
18. Jonah Sailed
19. Isaiah Spoke
20. Daniel Read

21. Prophets Warned
22. Jesus Born
23. John Baptized
24. Disciples Called
25. God Walked
26. Leaders Challenged
27. Jesus Prayed
28. Blood Spilled
29. Hope Died
30. Love Rose

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Peter Restored
Spirit Flamed
Church Born
Stephen Spoke
Message Spread
Paul Wrote
Timothy Grew
John Loved
Heaven Shown
God Remains

By the time you are finished, you will have an easy way to remember the Bible in 80 words. In fact, we challenge you
to memorize this list! Each one of these stories will teach you a valuable lesson for life.
One more bonus… as you REWIND, READ, RELATE, RESPOND, and RETHINK about each of these passages of
scripture, you will also learn a very effective Bible study method – one that will benefit you as a follower of Christ far into
the future!
Are you ready? Let’s RENEW!

Ministry Job Opening: Facilities Manager
Trinity Downtown announces recruitment for the
position of Facilities Manager.   Interested applicants
should summit their requests and comments to the
Director of Finance, Sue Holeman at sholeman@
trinitydt.org for consideration.
Major areas of responsibility include:
• Present the Church & School users with
a welcoming & safe environment through
effective management and maintenance of
custodial staff, facilities, furnishings and grounds.
• Protection, coordination, and responsibility for the inventory, repair,
maintenance, operations and cleaning of the physical assets.
Qualifications include:
• Excellent organizational and interpersonal skills.
• Effective ability to supervise and train staff.
• Knowledge of plumbing, heating, refrigeration, air conditioning and
carpentry.
• Ability to analyze problems, trouble-shoot and identify alternative
solutions, project consequences of proposed actions and implement
recommendations.
• Ability to identify and respond to emergencies and issues that need
correcting.
• Experience drafting budgets, developing and implementing policies
and practices, and strong vendor and contract management skills.
• Proficient in computer applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Outlook as well as general office procedures and
equipment with ability to analyze databases and develop electronic
reports.
• Experience required.
This is a full-time, exempt position that will require working on Sunday
morning.
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Homeless
Ministry Report
The final count for the sack
lunch ministry in 2011 was 15,360.  
This compares with 17,388 lunches
handed out in 2010 and 11,763 in
2009. The past few weeks have
shown an increase in the need for this
ministry. Several days over 90 sack
lunches have been handed out.
We continue to use funds from
Thrivent for extra items such as
fruit, razors, shampoo and lotion.  
We again thank all those who donate
these extra items for this ministry.
Please also continue to include
this vital and important ministry in
downtown Houston in your prayers.

HUG2 Year End Successes and Challenges
The congregation responded generously to the challenge goal
issued by the HUG2 fulfillment team for reaching $1.25 million given
by the end of 2011.   HUG2 gifts totaled $1,277,242 at December
31, spurred by those who pledged annual giving with December
receipts of $188,808.   In January, Trinity celebrated this milestone
with a congregational cookie fest after services. Praise the Lord for
His generosity to His people and thank you for trusting in Him to
provide, even as you sacrificially return a portion to Him.   As we are
now in the final two months of the initial year of the HUG2 capital
campaign, let us continue to trust Him and know that our gifts are
being used for His kingdom’s work on earth. Pray that the garden of
blossoms we’ve tended carefully in 2011 continues to flourish and
grow!
At year end, the balance of Trinity’s loan with the Texas District
Church Extension Fund (“CEF”) had been reduced to $5,192,507.73
by applying your gifts as they are received. To begin receiving
interest rate rebates on Trinity’s 4.00% note, investments in the
CEF must at least total 50% of the loan balance.   The qualifying
investments include both those made by the church treasury and by individuals designating Trinity as the congregation
they are supporting.   Based upon the December 31 balance, an additional $467,000 is needed in investments to reach that
level.  The positive news is that Trinity already has over $2 million in qualifying investments, and the required investment
amount (the numerator in the ratio) drops as the loan balance (the ratio denominator) is reduced.  As a result, both HUG2
gifts and your investments in the CEF contribute to achieving this goal.  The CEF investment rates are competitive with
investment options at other financial institutions and the funds are used to grow the LCMS presence in Texas.  Check out
the available investments at www.texascef.org or contact Wes Krueger at 713.686.0363 for more information.

Car Care February 11
PRAYERS
•

Trinity Lutheran Church has served its congregation and
community for more than 130 years. We pray that the new
Education Center will not be a memorial to Trinity but used to the
glory of God to continue to joyfully share Christ’s saving love with
all people now for years to come.

•

We pray that marriages are happy and blessed for all the days to
come.

•

We pray that we would all be good stewards of the gifts and
resources that God has given us and that Trinity would use the
resources given efficiently. We also pray that Trinity will reach out
to our community and minister to it in various ways.

•

We pray that everyone would grow through this [HUG2]
experience and learn to be generous. Remind us to store up
treasures in heaven instead of here on earth. Please let the new
building serve to expand your kingdom and serve Trinity for
many years to come. God, please come to all of us as we continue
to give and continue to provide us our daily bread.

The Car Care Ministry team will
be providing car maintenance and
washes on Saturday, February 11th,
from 8:30 - 11:00 a.m.
In order to better serve you and
cut down on the waiting time, we are
asking that everyone call the church
office for an appointment. Those
with appointments will receive high
priority.
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GALA 2012—Mardi Gras Masquerade
Friday, March 30, 2012
DONATIONS, SPONSORS, INVITATIONS

Donations have been rolling in, including some BIG TICKET items of a 55” flat screen TV and an iPad2.  We are still
in need of more donations and would like to include a trip to New Orleans!  If you are able to provide such a donation or
have an idea of a resource for such a donation, please let us know!!
Of course ALL donations are WELCOMED! Here are a few ideas:
• Sporting Event Tickets (college, Texans, Astros, Rockets)
• Outdoor Activities (Hunting, Fishing, Golf, Skiing, Resort)
• Theater & Concert Tickets
• Jewelry, Designer Accessories, Women and Children’s Apparel
• Travel, Airline, Hotels, Time Shares, Condos
• Specialty Items (Handmade, Unique, One-of-a-Kind)
• Beauty Treatments (Hair, Massage, Face, Nails)
• Memberships (Health Clubs, Fitness, Spas)
• Event/Party Packages (Pump-It-Up, Mad Potter)
We are also in need of SPONSORS!  If you or someone you know (or a company you know) would be willing to
sponsor the gala, please let us know. The sponsorship levels are:
• $10,000 - French Quarter - Honorary table for 10 with party favors.  Transportation to and from Gala.  Recognition
on all materials, website, invitations, flyers, posters, and programs.  Corporate vendor/information table at Gala.  
Opportunity to address the crowd during live auction. Banner acknowledgement at the event.
• $5,000 – Garden District - Honorary table for 10.  Recognition at live auction and printed recognition on website,
posters, and programs. Banner acknowledgement at the event.
• $2,500 – Jackson Square - Honorary table for 10. Recognition at live auction and printed recognition on website,
posters, and programs.
• $1,000 – Metairie - Five tickets to the gala with reserved seating. Recognition on website, posters and in program
materials.
Invitations to the Gala went out at the end of January so be on the LOOK OUT!  Tickets will be $75 per person.  In
addition, we would like for all of the school staff to be sponsored for attendance at the Gala, so if you are willing to do so,
please contact Cynthia Reyes at 713.283.2720 or by e-mail at cynr131@yahoo.com
Questions?  Comments?  Ideas?  Call or email Christina Putman at cputman@trinitydt.org or 713.412.2453.
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26

Kids Camp Coming Soon
Kids Camp is right around
the corner and will be here
before you know it. Kids love
the variety of activities: 2-3
field trips a week, arts & crafts,
indoor & outdoor games,
laptop computers, science,
cooking, Fun Fridays, and
daily devotions.
We offer flexibility for
families. Choose full weeks
or individual days, whatever
weeks you like, anytime between 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Early Registration ends
April 5th.
For information regarding Kids Camp policies, please contact our Kids
Camp Director, Jennifer Horn at jhorn@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2967.
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2012 Governing Board
Jim Baccus (Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Michael Kaspar (Elder)
Scott Leitko
Steve Maynard
John Menke
Jean Minsch
Michelle Vanderwater
Charles Volek (Elder)
David Weinhold (Elder)

Thank You Trinity Congregation
Thank you so much for blessing me with your financial gift. This year has been a
whirlwind and I really appreciate every bit of help. You guys are fantastic! I will be using the
gift to further my education at Concordia University Texas in Austin where I am studying to
be a Director of Christian Education with a specialization in youth ministry. It is a four year
program, with a fifth year for internship. I am a sophomore. After I graduate, I am not quite
sure what God is leading me to do yet but I am open to His possibilities! I have considered
being a Youth Director, Kids’ Ministries Coordinator, or working in a non-profit organization
working to stop larger world issues like hunger or human trafficking. All of these things
sound very exciting and I am just waiting on God to give me some clarity on what I should do first! I am always open to
His plan and I am very excited to see it come to completion, as the journey getting there has already been amazing!  Thank
you so much for helping the journey continue. God bless you all!
								Sincerely,
								Emilie Finke

Energy-Saving Light Bulbs
There has been an abundance of information
regarding the use of Energy Saving Bulbs (CFLs)
Compact Fluorescent Lamps in the past few
months.  Information regarding the use of CFLs will
be covered in two issues of Trinity Today. There
has been a mixture of true and false information
shared by the media, so we will look briefly at the
information.

MIXTURE OF TRUE AND FALSE
INFORMATION
• TRUE:  CFLs contain mercury, a potentially
dangerous substance.
• TRUE: While mercury stays safely in intact
CFLs, it escapes from broken CFLs into the
immediate surroundings.
• FALSE: The amount of mercury contained
in one CFL bulb poses a grave danger to a home’s inhabitants.
• TRUE:  The breakage of a CFL bulb needs to be handled with care and certain procedures should be followed in
removing the broken bulb and its contents from a home.
• FALSE:  The mercury dispersed by one broken CFL bulb needs to be dealt with only by an environmental cleanup crew.
FACT
• CFL use is estimated to result in a $47 savings in energy costs over the life of each bulb versus incandescents.
• The amount of mercury housed in each bulb is very small, about 4 or 5 milligrams, which in volume is about the
size of the period at the end of a sentence.  (By comparison, our “old” mercury thermometers  contain about 500
milligrams of mercury, an amount equal to the mercury found in 125 CFL bulbs).
• Provided the CFL bulb is not broken open, none of the mercury leaches into the home.
• Like batteries, CFLs need to be disposed at a toxic waste depot rather than tossed out with ordinary household
trash. This is because mercury is cumulative and this poisonous element would add up if all the spent bulbs went
into a landfill.  Instead, the mercury in dead bulbs is reclaimed at the depot and recycled.
Our next issue will cover “CLEAN UP” if a CFL bulb is broken.

PROMISE: “I love those who love Me, and those who seek Me find Me.” Proverbs 8:17
Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse
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Trinity Adult Studies for February
Balanced Living - First Place 4 Health • Dana Stoerkel • Room 206 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (1/8 - 3/25)
Sometimes it seems as if life is just out of balance – like the wheels on a car. If you forge ahead without a plan, you may first notice things
are a bit shaky. The more you do and the faster you go, the louder and more intense the shaking becomes. Soon, you feel the effects in your
home, your family, your job and your relationship with others and with God. Your quality of life is diminished, and you begin “wearing out.”
In "Balanced Living," you will learn how to regain the balance that God intended for each of us to have in all four areas of our lives: mental,
physical, emotional and spiritual.
This group holds one another in prayer and offers motivation, information, celebration and inspiration to help each other live healthy lives
spiritually and physically. Come join the fun!
Boundaries with Kids • Pat Cleary & Christina Putman • Room 214 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (1/8 - 2/26)
We all want to raise kids who are people of character, who take responsibility for their own actions, attitudes and emotions, and who are
thoughtful, faithful and considerate – easier said than done. This study will help parents instill the kind of character into children that will help
them lead balanced, productive, and fulfilling adult lives. Learn how to set limits and still be a loving parent, bring control to an out-of-control
family life, apply the ten laws of boundaries to parenting, and define appropriate boundaries and consequences for kids.
Faith Discovery • Pastor Dorn • Room 123 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (1/8 - 2/26)
Faith Discovery is an experience where you can ask questions about God and learn about who He is. This class is part of our Discipleship
Process at Trinity and may lead to membership.
Fruit of the Spirit • Jim Cleary • Room 211 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (1/8 - 3/4)
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. It’s quite an order to live out,
but with the Spirit’s help, we can show the fruit of the Spirit of Christ in our lives. These Bible studies from Old and New Testament passages
highlight each quality and inspire us to nurture the Spirit's fruit in our lives.
The Book of Acts • Dave Weinhold • Room 205 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (ends 5/27)
The 205 Class continues their study of the Book of Acts. As the church spread from Jerusalem to Rome, it was clear that its development was
truly the manifestation of Jesus Christ in the lives of the apostles, and so the church continues to spread the Good News today. The Book of
Acts records the first-century progress of God’s mission to reach everyone everywhere – even in downtown Houston - with the promise of
forgiveness and everlasting life in Christ, and it compels us to continue that mission today.
The Word—the Gospel of John • Phyllis Brockermeyer • Room 232 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (1/29 - 5/13)
Some of the Bible’s most revered passages are written in the book of John:
• In the beginning was the Word…
• Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
• I am the bread of life… I am the light of the world… I am the resurrection and the life
• For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
Find comfort, strength and inspiration in the Gospel of John. If you’ve studied these words before, you’ll be compelled to read them over and
over again, and if you’ve never been in a Bible study, this is an excellent beginning.
We Three Kings • Bill Fischer • Chapel • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (ongoing)
King David is crowned! The Chapel Class continues their study of Saul, David, and Solomon – three of the strongest kings in all history. God’s
love and forgiveness for them are His gifts to us as well. To find out more about these incredible Old Testament kings, join the Chapel Class.
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study • Audrey Black • Room 205 • 10:00 a.m. (ends 6/12)
The Book of Isaiah unveils the full dimensions of God's judgment and His salvation. God is the Holy One of Israel who rains compassion on
His people and rescues them from both political and spiritual oppression. When His people are exiled, He makes streams spring up in the
desert as He graciously leads them home. The theme of a highway for the return of exiles is a prominent one in both major parts of the book.
The Lord raises a banner to summon the nations to bring Israel home. Come join the Tuesday Women’s Bible Study group as we continue
our study of this most significant book of the Old Testament.
Bible Breakfast - Growing in the Spirit • Suzanne Kurth • Wednesday • 8:00 a.m. • Room 232 (1/11 - 3/7)
Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together…but let us encourage
one another… Hebrews 10:24-25
God’s words from Hebrews are guiding our study as we seek to Grow in the Spirit through close study of His Word and rich fellowship with
one another.
Faith Discovery • Pastor Lytle • Room 124 • Wednesday • 6:30 p.m. (1/11 - 2/29)
Faith Discovery is an experience where you can ask questions about God and learn about who He is. This class is part of our Discipleship
Process at Trinity and may lead to membership.
Continued on next page
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Faithful Families - Natalia Junkans • Room 232 • Wednesday • 5:30 p.m. (01/25 - 05/13)
One of the greatest desires we have as parents is to raise children who are faithful to the Father, but how do we do that in our demanding,
secular world? Come join with other moms and dads who also want to raise godly young men and women as we begin a study of "Faithful
Families." This group strives to be encouraging and to hold each other – as well as our kids - close in prayer.
Wednesday Women's Study, The Gospel of Mark • Mary Oliver • Room 205 • 6:30 p.m. (continues 1/11 and breaks for Lent 2/15)
The Gospel of Mark, the earliest gospel, describes the character of Jesus as a Servant of God. This gospel begins with the baptism and
the life of Jesus in Galilee, continues through the transfiguration, follows Jesus and His disciples from Galilee to Jerusalem, concluding with
His entry into that holy city (chapter 11); the final section is the story of Jesus' passion -- apocalyptic and addresses the end of time; the final
chapter contains the resurrection.
Sonrise Bible Study - Pastor Black • Library • Thursday • 6:30 a.m. (ongoing)
There’s no better way to start a day than with time in the Word with fellow Christians. The Sonrise group meets at 6:30 a.m. on Thursday
mornings in Room 121 at Trinity to study God’s Word closely and deeply. Each week this group studies the scripture from the lectionary for
the following Sunday.

Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Valentine’s Day has become the holiday of romantic love where people reaffirm
their marriages, get engaged to be married or long to be in the long-term committed
relationship of marriage.
May every marriage be a Great Marriage!   Let’s face it:   Marriage is a risky
business. With the divorce rate so high, many people try to hedge their bets
by living together, trying to see if the person they’re living with might
make a great partner in marriage.
The trouble is simply this: Nothing can simulate marriage. Nothing
can copy it.  Marriage is uniquely its own thing because of what goes
into a marriage. In marriage the husband binds himself to his wife by
his words and promises and the wife binds herself to her husband by
her words and promises AND God joins them together in the oneflesh union of their marriage for as long as they both shall live.  So,
marriage is both a human thing and a God thing and that’s something special, in a class all by itself.
[As Jesus said], 4 “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5
and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” [Matthew
19:4-6; ESV]
But what is it about marriage? Why DO we want to be married? Why do we keep coming back to marriage even after
divorce?
I believe the reason why we want to be married is because God created us for relationship, first with Him and then in a
Great Marriage! It’s only in marriage that there is the potential for one man and one woman to have truly deep, personal
and intimate knowledge, communion and fellowship with another. There’s a longing within us to be known and to know
on such a deep level. If we could fast forward to 50+ years of marriage, we see two people who truly know each other at a
level that no one else can. They are both witnesses of each other’s life and partners with each other in life that is uniquely
theirs, a Great Marriage!
To encourage Great Marriage, we are starting a new class called Great Marriage!  It starts Valentine’s Day night
from 6 to 9 p.m. Why don’t you get a babysitter and treat each other to a great experience learning and growing in Great
Marriage?
To God be all the glory!
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 gives a picture of a Great Marriage!
9
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10 If one falls down, his friend can help him
up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But
how can one keep warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands
is not quickly broken. [NIV]
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Concordia Guild Cake and Nut Sale - A Wrap!
Reviews are in - the fruitcakes and pecans were
scrumptious! The Concordia Cake and Nut sale was a
success at Trinity this Christmas season. The Guild would
like to thank each of you who purchased fruitcake and pecans
for your support. Thanks to you, Concordia students receive
scholarship help through this special project. Trinity Lutheran
Downtown was one of 22 churches/organizations that hosted
the Guild's sale. Trinity is the top producer Christmas 2011,
moving up from second place in 2010! This has been a fun
and tasty endeavor and we look forward to your support
in 2012. Orders are placed in November and delivered in
December.
Concordia Guild Texas is a service organization of men
and women whose purpose is to support Concordia students,
faculty and staff by offering volunteer services, fellowship and scholarships. Members of the Guild include faculty, staff,
parents, alumni and friends. You are invited to become a member of the Guild. Membership inquiries may be addressed to
Liz Zoch at tefzoch@grandecom.net.

							

--Delynda Cruz and Sharon Thiede

Great Marriage!
Do you already have a Great Marriage? Are you getting ready to have a
Great Marriage? Here is a new class designed to encourage you as you celebrate
Great Marriage in your life.
Great Marriage! starts on Valentine’s Day night, February 14th, from 6-9 p.m.
in the Library of the Education Center.  Here is the class schedule:
Tuesdays				Saturdays
February 14th – 6-9 p.m.
February 18th – 9-12 Noon
st
February 21 – 6-9 p.m.
February 25th – 9-12 Noon
th
February 28 – 6-9 p.m.
March 3rd – 9-12 Noon

We will explore Faith, Friendship, Fun, Family and Finances as key
components that go into having a Great Marriage!
Please connect with Suzanne Kurth at skurth@trinitydt.org to register or get
more information.

LSS News – What’s New: Disaster Response
In response to the Texas wildfires that blazed through communities around
Austin this fall, Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response raised more
than $300,000 to work with community and other faith-based organizations
and assist the hundreds of families who lost their homes and possessions
in the catastrophic wildfires. LSSDR was able to address the immediate
emergency needs for food/shelter/clothing of Lutheran families and others in
these communities because of the timely support of our donors and Lutheran
congregations and organizations.   Long-term ministry will continue to take
place to assist those most vulnerable with special needs to provide services such
as case management, repair/rebuild, volunteer coordination, and other support.   
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LSS News - Winter 2011

Ladies Circle Ministries - February 2
The monthly meeting of the Ladies Circle will be held in Room 205 of the Christian Life
Center at 10 a.m. on Thursday, February 2.  Refreshments, with a time for fellowship, will be
available at 9:30 a.m.  
Pastor Michael Dorn will present our program for the day — “Q & A Time with the Senior
Pastor.”
All are invited to attend our meetings on the first Thursday of each month.  For additional
information, please call Linda Banes, president, at 281.450.1517.

Po-Boy Sandwich reminder:
Wednesday, February 1, is the deadline to order po-boy sandwiches for
Super Bowl Sunday.  Call Lynn Bedner at 713.668.3977, or Ethelene Marshall at
713.849.9266 to place your order.   The sandwiches are $4.50 each and may be
picked up in the Mary & Martha Fellowship Hall after worship services or Sunday
School on Sunday, February 5.
Net proceeds of this sale will be contributed to LCMS World Relief and Human
Care and other ministries supported by the Ladies Circle.  

Tea Time at Trinity
People Enjoying People, also known as
the PEP Club, includes anyone who enjoys
socializing with others from our Christian
community.
Plan to join the PEP Club for an
afternoon of music and desserts for our TEA
TIME at TRINITY, on Sunday, February 12,
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in the Gathering area
of Trinity.   We will enjoy the background
music of Joe Kapusta on the grand piano,
while sampling delicious desserts from our
hostesses for the event--Sharon Balke, Ann
Clark, Betty Dorn and Faye Faszholz.
Please call Bea at 713.864.4919, on or
before February 5, to register for the event.  There will be a $5.00/person fee to
help defray the costs.

Get Ready For Happiness And Hope!
We are only nine months away from our 3rd annual
Marriage First Retreat, October 12-13-14, 2012.
Our theme is “Happiness And Hope!” Our
scripture text is 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3: 2 We give thanks
to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning
you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. [ESV]
Start praying about going on this great retreat and
connect with Suzanne Kurth to sign up or get more
information at skurth@trinitydt.org.

San Pedro LCMS
Celebrates 75
Years in Ministry!
San Pedro
Lutheran Church,
1501 Houston
Avenue,
will
celebrate
its
th
75 anniversary
on
Sunday,
February 5th, at
10:30 a.m.   The
Reverend Carlos Hernandez (son
of the congregation serving on the
Board for Human Care of the LCMS)
will be the guest speaker. Following
the service there will be a banquet
and program.
WORSHIP ONLINE AT
live.ninethirtyone.org

Broadcasts
every Sunday
9:15 & 11:00 a.m. CT
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Kindergarten Sunday School Class
The Sunday School hour for Kindergarten to 3rd grade begins with a welcome time. As the
children arrive, they participate in activities or talk and visit with their classmates and teachers.
The children then all join in to sing
songs of worship and praise. They
all love to sing and show their love
for God in this way. Birthdays and
Baptismal Birthdays are celebrated
at this time. After singing, the children all
go to their individual classes for lesson time.
In the Kindergarten class the children
are always happy to see each other and to
learn about God’s word together. Before the
lesson begins we share with each other about
things we have learned or done during the
week. Our lesson time usually begins with a
review of the previous week’s lesson and the children tell what they remember. We then continue with the Bible Story
for that day which is told in a variety of ways. After hearing the lesson we talk about what we have learned and how it
is important to us in our lives. Sometimes we act out different scenarios to help us understand what God is telling us
in the Bible story. Each lesson has a craft that reinforces the lesson
and a leaflet that the students may take home to share what they
have learned with their families and friends.
The story of Jesus’ birth is always an exciting story for the
children and for me.  This year I told the story from Luke, Chapter 2,
with a nativity set which the children then used as puppets to tell the
story to each other. They each chose the characters and animals they
wanted to use and worked together to tell the story. I am constantly
amazed at the
different ideas
they come up
with and how
much
they
remember from previous lessons.
Our lesson for Epiphany Sunday was the account of the
Baptism of Jesus. We learned that at Jesus’ Baptism God spoke
from heaven and said that Jesus is His Son and that He sent Jesus
to earth to save us from sin. Jesus came that all who believe in
Him will live with God in heaven some day. We then “walked”
to the sanctuary to see the Baptismal Font and talked about the
meaning of Baptism for each of them. They were very excited to
go to the front of the church but weren’t too sure that it was OK
for us to be up by the Baptismal Font.
Our Bible lessons are all taken from the “Growing in Christ”
series from Concordia Publishing House and are taken from
the Old and New Testaments. Each lesson is introduced with
something relevant to a Kindergartner's life.
I always want the children to leave Sunday School knowing
that God loves them and sent His son Jesus so that their sins would
be forgiven.  We often sing  “Jesus Loves Me” as a reminder of
His love for us.
				Eva Zoch
10 - Trinity Today

Our Ministry Students Need Your
Support!
There is a shortage in our church body of
people entering full-time church work. Pastors,
Teachers, Directors of Christian Education,
and musicians are among those in short
supply. Over the years, Trinity Downtown has
been blessed with wonderful and dedicated
men and women who have served on the staff and supported our people
in their walk of faith. Recognizing this blessing, when a son or daughter
of Trinity feels led by God to study for a position in full-time ministry,
we want to help. Trinity provides $2,000/semester in assistance from a
dedicated fund for this purpose. Emilie Finke, a member of Trinity, is
currently being supported in this way. It sounds as though we will soon
have others who will be doing the same. You can help in three ways:
One, pray that the Lord will provide more workers for the harvest. Two,
encourage the children and young adults of our congregation to consider
serving the Lord in full-time ministry. Three, include in your offering
envelope a special gift for the dedicated fund which supports church
work students (label the gift Synodical Scholarship Fund). Right now the
fund is depleted and your gifts are needed to continue this special way in
which we can bless not only the students but those whom they will serve
as they follow Jesus. Thanks!

New Stephen Ministers to Be
Commissioned

Correction
Please note
this correction
to the article
about Trinity’s
Pipe
Organ
in last month’s newsletter:   Ruth
Stelzer, Dottie Burroughs’ mother,
was Assistant Organist at Trinity for
10 years from 1939 to 1948 (not prior
to 1937).   Even now, at age 95, she
continues to serve as Organist and
Choir Director for Zion Lutheran
in Summit, Illinois near Chicago.  
Amazing!  God bless her!

Carla Barrows

Visit
trinitydt.onthecity.org
and get connected.

We pray our richest blessings on our newest Stephen Ministry group. They
will be commissioned in the 8:15 service on Sunday, February 12. Please pray
that their service will glorify God, serve Trinity and bless them as they continue
to grow as His disciples.

"Sun Stand Still"
Sermon Series
February 5th & 12th

Back row: Sharon Gaston, Beverly Meaden, Ken Covington, Gary Roney, Lyn Easley, Paula
Fradette, Krystle Marcis, and instructor Joanne Husser; Front row: Instructor Julie Bertrand,
Bobby Stevens, Judy Stevens, Nena Gebhardt; Not pictured: Janice Johnson

Ever wanted something so
big and so bold that you could
barely say it out loud? Learn what
can happen when we dare to ask
God for the impossible. Join us
February 5th & 12th for this special
message series.
Trinity Today - 11
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The 39 Club
The 39 Club will meet in the foyer on Sunday,
February 12, following the 11 a.m. service. On this
second Sunday of the month we will proceed for
our monthly lunch to a location agreed upon by all.
Our thanks to Jean Minsch for the delicious Chili
luncheon in January and the games we all enjoyed.
We always look forward to this annual event.
The 39 Club people are those who are single, 39 and over.   For more
information, contact Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

Staff Directory
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Mission & Discipleship
Pastor Aaron L. Lytle...............713.229.2903

Trinity Women’s Club

Director of Ministries
Sylvia Schmidt.........................713.229.2962

God’s Blessing to all of you!
The Trinity Women’s Club
will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 14, in Room 205.
Refreshments will be served at 7:00
p.m. and childcare will be provided.
Please call Jan Case at 281.392.5899
to make arrangements.
If you have not signed up to be
a hostess or to give the devotion and closing prayers, please sign up.
Happy Birthday wishes to Phyllis Bird (02-01), Amy Boatman (02-06),
Marilyn Clark (02-10), Judy Stevens (02-16), Elaine Cox (02-21) and Shirley
Boatman (02-26). God’s blessings to all.
Please remember to keep your Secret Pal in your prayers.

Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937

“Engaging the Aging”
1) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report the seven causes
of death in order of occurrence – heart disease, cancer, stroke, chronic
respiratory disease, accidents, Alzheimer’s disease, and diabetes.
2) In America today, one in three seniors will experience a fall.  We are
spending $19 billion a year in medical treatments for falls.  Cracked
sidewalks, faulty stairs and other hazards make it more likely for people to
have accidents. Improve your balance with daily exercise and check your
dwelling place for potential areas and do something about it.
Engaging the Aging – Winter 2009 & Fall 2010

Director of Finance
Sue Holeman..........................713.229.2956
Youth Minister
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Bookkeeper
Barbie King..............................713.229.2963
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
IT Support
Sean Bowen............................713.229.2954
Assistant to Director of Caring Ministries
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Assistant to Director of Mission & Discipleship
Christina Putman.....................713.229.2905
Assistant to Director of Music and Worship
James Welch...........................713.229.2969
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950
Hostess
Angela Avant...........................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
Director of Educational Ministries
Amy Boatman..........................713.229.2949
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901

“Life Quotes” From Lutherans For Life

Parish Nurse/TLS Nurse
Julie Bertrand..........................713.229.2928

"The Church must renew its commitment to protecting the life and true
dignity of every human – from natural conception until natural death.   But
despite the euphemisms of euthanasia law and suicide organizations, true human
dignity is not found in death (except in cases of great self-sacrifice).  It is found
in life!  And in Him who is the author of all life.”  Chuck Colson, author and
founder of Prison Fellowship

Director of Early Childhood Program
Amy Drosche...........................713.229.2932

"Life Quotes" are from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org.

Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
Trinity Today - 13

CHURCH REPORT
December 12 - January 15
BAPTISMS
December 18
Giovanni Constantino Rodriguez, son of
Jaime and Shannon Rodriguez

January 1
Alexandria Michelle Dugger-Moore,
daughter of Richard & Kimberly Moore

DEATHS

January 7
Scarlett Harper Vij, daughter of Vikram Vij &
Abbie Miles

December 31
Mildred Esther Piwetz

December 22
Esther C. Ortegon

January 5
Ruby Hord
January 6
Nancy Bard Heins
Revenue Update

December 24
Kayla Vanessa Montano, daughter of
William & Cynthia Montano

January 8
Marielle Nicole Malone, daughter of Scott &
Kristen Malone

December 25
Krystin Graciela Junkans, daughter of Mark
& Natalia Junkans

January 15
Bradley Gunner Picard, son of Casey &
Stacey Picard

Year to Date through 01/15/12
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $149,246
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $145,000
HUG2 Update
Year to Date through 01/15/12
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,333,053
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,931,544
Sunday School Totals
1-8
H.S.
12/18
46
7
12/25
NO CLASSES
01/01
NO CLASSES
01/08
61
10
01/15
59
9

Adult
142

163
141

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $137.09
SUNDAY Worship Attendance
		
8:15 9:31 11:00 11:15 Online
12/18		251 167 191
72
17
01/08		305 298 224
81
21
01/15		268 276 148
93
14

December 26
William Pickens Barron, son of Robert &
Kimberly Barron

		
9:30
12/25		351
January 15
Stephanie Kay Sonneborn, daughter of
Hans & Kristina Sonneborn

January 1
Addison Marie Moore, daughter of Richard &
Kimberly Moore
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9:30 9:31
01/01		186 115

Online
17

CHRISTMAS EVE Worship Attendance
		
5:00 6:31 7:30		
Online
12/24		613 244 488		
7
NEW YEAR'S EVE Worship Attendance
		
6:30
01/31		153

February 2012
Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
10:00 AM WC Nursing Home
5:30 PM Faithful Families
Bible Study
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM Faith Discovery
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women's Bible
Study

January
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

5

6

8:15 AM WORSHIP (C)
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP
11:00 AM WORSHIP (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP

12

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group

13

8:15 AM WORSHIP
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP (C)
11:00 AM WORSHIP
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club
3:00 PM PEP Club

19

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group

20

8:15 AM WORSHIP (C)
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP
11:00 AM WORSHIP (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP

26

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group

27

8:15 AM WORSHIP
9:30 AM 8th Grade
Confirmation Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible Classes
9:31 AM 931 WORSHIP (C)
11:00 AM WORSHIP
11:15 AM The Eleventh Hour
WORSHIP (C)

5:30 PM Trinity Staff
Basketball
7:00 PM Basketball
Fellowship Group

7
10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry
Ceremony & Reception
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry
Continuing Education
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry
Training Class

14
10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry
Training Class
7:00 PM Women's Club

21
10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study
12:00 PM Quilting Group
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry
Continuing Education

28
10:00 AM Women's Bible
Study
12:00 PM Beautification &
Properties MAT
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:30 PM Health Cabinet
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers

8
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
5:30 PM Faithful Families
Bible Study
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Faith Discovery
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women's Bible
Study

15
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
10:00 AM LC Nursing Home
5:30 PM Faithful Families
Bible Study
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Faith Discovery
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women's Bible
Study

22
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
12:00 PM Ash Wednesday
Service (C)
5:00 PM Trinity Brass
5:30 PM Faithful Families
Bible Study
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM Ash Wednesday
Service (C)
6:30 PM IGNITE
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

Thursday
2
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
5:00 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Handbells
6:30 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

9
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
5:00 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

16
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
5:00 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Handbells
6:30 PM 931 Band Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

23
6:30 AM Sonrise Bible Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Executive Board
6:20 PM Handbells

Friday
3
7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study
5:30 PM Family Fun Night

10
7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study
12:00 PM TLS-EC Open
House

17
7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study

24
7:00 AM Middle School Bible
Study

Saturday
4
8:00 AM Stephen Ministry
Training Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

11
8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
8:30 AM Car Care Ministry
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
6:30 PM 931 Band Rehearsal

18
8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
9:00 AM Great Marriage
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

25
8:00 AM Basketball
Fellowship Group
9:00 AM Great Marriage
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
6:30 PM 931 Band Rehearsal

29
8:00 AM Bible Study
8:15 AM TLS - EC Chapel
8:50 AM TLS Chapel
12:00 PM Lenten worship (C)
5:00 PM Trinity Brass
5:30 PM Faithful Families
Bible Study
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Woodwind
Ensemble
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Lenten Worship (C)

March
S M T W T F S
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline FEBRUARY 10th for articles to be published
March 1, 2012. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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