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We have completed the next phase in our water fountain replenishment. In January,
when our tests first indicated that we had any drinking water sources that were positive for lead,
we immediately turned off those sources. There were three types of drinking water sources; ice
machines, hallway fountains, and classroom and kitchen sinks/bubblers. Beginning prior to the
spring break we began installing new systems that also contained filtration systems. As
mentioned in a prior newsletter, some of the hallway fountains also now have convenient water
bottle filling stations. Our most recent testing indicates that these new filtration systems are
working so we will continue the renovations using the fountains and bubblers we have selected.
A copy of the most recent report can be found on the district homepage at
www.Bordentown.k12.nj.us. The tab at the top and on the far right contains all of our information,
which includes the most recent report.
Memorial Day is a federal holiday to remember members of the armed forces whom we
have lost. It is also the unofficial beginning of summer. There will be many activities happening
in all of our schools and in less than four weeks, our seniors will be graduating. If you are a
parent, please regularly check your child’s school website for the most updated information.
Have a safe and enjoyable Memorial Day weekend!

Administration
Dr. Edward J. Forsthoffer III
Superintendent
Mr. Eloi Richardson, CPA
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
Mr. James Lymper
Director of
Curriculum and Instruction
Ms. Vanessa Bekarciak
Director of Special Services

2016 ~ 2017
Board of Education
Mr. William Mercantini
President
Mr. Joshua Fausti
Vice President
Mr. Howard Barman
Mr. Kevin Creegan
Mr. Stephen Heberling
Mr. Mark Roselli
Mr. Salvatore Schiano
Ms. Sylvia Scozzari
Mr. Edward Tyler

Curriculum and Instruction
Mr. James Lymper, Director and Ms. Michele Henry, Assistant Principal of Curriculum

Page 2

Next Generation Science Standards . . . coming to an elementary classroom near you! Over the past several
months, our elementary science committee has been working diligently to prepare for the K-5 adoption of the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) in September 2017. The NGSS have already been adopted and implemented at the middle at
the high school level. Starting last summer our elementary science committee comprised of teachers from grades
K-5 began to revisit our current science curriculum and review the shifts in science that the NGSS will bring. The initial committee
included Ms. Tara Planas-Borgstrom, Ms. Barbarann Mazza, Ms. Donna Shipman, and Ms. Julie McCall. Ms. Jenny Farina, Ms.
Shevonne Mennuti and Ms. Ann Marie O’Leary joined our committee to assist in the review of resources. The members of the science
committee worked diligently alongside our office to review what our science curriculum looked like and determine where we were
headed and what we need to get our students there.
Following our review of the current curriculum and the NGSS, members of our science committee attended various science and
engineering workshops hosted by Raritan Valley Community College as well as the NJ State Science Convention held in Princeton last
fall. Our committee followed up their visits to these workshops by sharing what they had learned with colleagues at their buildings and
using what they learned to help review the science resources our district was considering as we moved forward.
At this time, we are pleased to share that our teachers and students will be using the Full Option Science System (FOSS) program as
part of our science curriculum in September. FOSS incorporates a “hands-on, minds-on” approach to science investigation and
learning. FOSS is designed to support the shifts that the NGSS bring to science instruction with use of 21 st century skills, collaborative
work, critical thinking and problem solving. Delivery of content follows each inquiry, or investigation, throughout each module, allowing
learners to take an active role in their understanding and application of science concepts.
Several teachers have piloted lessons from all of the resources
considered. Last month, Ms. Shipman completed a weeklong inquiry with
her third graders using the Structures of Life module. In addition to
planning the inquiry using the new FOSS resources, Ms. Shipman worked
with one of our high school teachers, Mr. Mike Brennan, to record her
lessons to share with colleagues at our May faculty meetings. Ms.
Shipman’s class was excited to experience science with an inquiry-based
foundation and to work with the new resources as part of the pilot lessons.
Sharing her experiences with FOSS during our faculty meetings gave
everyone an opportunity to not only see how our new resources will be
implemented but also how these “hands-on, mind-on” inquiry-based
lessons would support the thinking and learning of our elementary
students.

(L-R) Shevonne Mennuti, Julie McCall, Ann Marie
O’Leary, Donna Shipman, Jenny Farina

Later this month, our teachers will again have the opportunity to learn
more about the Full Option Science System during our May 26th inservice. Teachers will explore inquiry-based learning, science note
booking and experiment with some of the hands-on materials their
students will be using in September.
Over the summer months, our science committee will be gearing up to
complete the revision of our science curriculum to reflect the expectations
of the Next Generation Science Standards when students return to school
in September ready to learn.

Tara Planas-Borgstrom and Barbarann Mazza

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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BRHS MAY NEWSLETTER
BORDENTOWN REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL
The award-winning theatre students of
Bordentown Regional High School
presented the 2017 One Act Play
Festival on Friday, May 5th at 7:30PM in
the Bordentown Performing Arts Center.
This evening of six short plays was
directed, designed, run and performed
by BRHS students. All proceeds
benefited BRHS Theatre Senior
Scholarships.
Seniors Melanie Peterson, Jaime Reiser,
and Nathan Scranton and juniors Evan
Braasch, Cami Mercantini, and Morgan
West were given the opportunity to direct
due to their status as members of
International Thespian Society Troupe
6803, which is an honors organization
for high school theatre students.
Students are invited to join the
International Thespian Society

after they have proven themselves through
months and sometimes years of dedication and
involvement with BRHS Theatre.
For senior Nathan Scranton, this was not only
his debut as a director, but also as a
playwright. His one act play about

the somewhat ridiculous lives of
superheroes, Secret Identity, had its debut
at the 2017 BRHS One Act Play Festival.
The annual BRHS One Act Play Festival
is also a training ground for students
interested in lighting design.

Nicomah Faiz, Cami Mercantini, Lauren
Redwood, Annissa Richard, and Sarah
Mueller had their first experiences
creating lighting designs for five of the
six plays.
The 2017 One Act Play Festival was
stage managed by Kaitlyn McDonald
and Sarah Mueller. The lighting was
supervised by Erin Caltiere and the
sound was supervised by Kyle Meier and
Peter Heberling. Nicomah Faiz and Julia
Peterson served as the run crew. The six
plays featured performances by Varun
Andrews, Jack Ashfield, Evan Braasch,
Ave Corbitt, Shannon Hansell, Abigayle
Harnum, Peter Heberling, Kayla Lane,
Isabella Mayo, Lauren Redwood, Sarah
Reichard, Annissa Richard, Nathan
Scranton, Gabrielle Takacs, and Hannah
Vliet.

BRHS EPIDEMIOLOGY CLASS
This spring the BRHS Epidemiology class
chose adolescent mental health
awareness as their class outreach service
project. They spent the semester learning
about mental health issues that affect
teens and created a program to educate
and support their peers. Half the class
presented a program on depression,
eating disorders, and obsessivecompulsive disorder to the 9th grade class.
The other half of the class presented a
program on bipolar disorder and PTSD to
the 12th grade class. Both programs
emphasized the need for acceptance,
community, and support for teens who
struggle with these issues. The programs
served as a kickoff to Mental Health
Awareness Month this May. The class is

selling “Mental Health Warrior / #EndTheStigma” keychains to raise money for NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness), decorating lockers, posting fliers, and sending
out daily morning announcements and tweets highlighting the mental health struggle
teens go through and what can be done to support them. Please follow them on
Twitter @BRHSEpi.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES MAY 2017
BRMS 6TH GRADE ORIENTATION:

BRMS held its SIXTH GRADE ORIENTATION Wednesday May 3rd, 2017. During the Orientation our staff and students
discussed our school philosophy, academic programs, expectations and extra-curricular events. Our Student Council also
facilitated building tours for our future students and their families. The evening was a great success and we are looking
forward to having our future 6th graders join us in September!
BRMS PARTICIPATES IN BRING YOUR CHILD TO WORK DAY:

Take Your Child to Work Day is a career day that serves as an enriching
educational experience for our school’s employees’ children, not only
exposing them to what their parents do during the work day. The day
also shows them the potential value of their education, and provides an
opportunity to envision their future. This program gave children first-hand
knowledge of the different aspects their parent provides to other children
throughout the day. They also got to work side by side with older peers
creating wind chimes, plant flowers, and create inspirational
magnets. Along with having lunch and sharing in physical play, the staff’s
children engaged in computer enhanced fun. Our Student Council
students loved sharing the day with their new friends and look forward to
a creative day next year.

March Students of the Month:
From Left to Right:
Maggie Berton (7th)
Katie McWhirk (6th)
Gavin Martin (8th)
Brianna Fischer (7th ELKS)
Hailey Cope (8th ELKS)

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
Congratulations to all our MIS students that participated in the Spring Concert. The
night was filled with music from our orchestra, band and 5th grade choir. We would like to thank all; the
music director, Mrs. Bender, Mr. Vieira and Mrs. Glitz for all the time and energy to make it an
unforgettable night for our students and family.






Our 4th graders are gearing up for Wax Museum on May 30th.
To all incoming 4th students MIS will hold an orientation at MIS on June 7th at 6:00pm. All 3rd grade
students will visit during the day to tour the building and find out all the great things they will
experience next year.
Our 5th graders will travel to Bordentown Middle School for 6th grade orientation on June 8th.

As we begin to wrap up the year, MIS has a packed schedule of culminating activities to allow students to
celebrate each other and all they learned this year. We are looking forward to the warm days ahead after
a year of growing and learning. MIS staff is so proud of our students and know they are on to great things
next year. Wishing our 5th graders the best of luck in Middle School.
Last but not least thank you to our MIS families and PTO for all your support this year.

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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At CBS, our character education program
is a cornerstone of our school community
On April 26, 2017 we began our new step into character education. We have begun Kindness Cohorts. All students and
staff at Clara Barton School were placed into a cohort. Each cohort contains students from grades K, 1, 2 and 3. They
meet with their Kindness leaders, who are at least two staff members of Clara Barton School. Students will remain in the
same cohort throughout their journey at CBS. When third graders leave, kindergarteners will replace them the following
year. This is to encourage connections with non-grade level peers as well as various staff members from the building. First
grade teacher Colleen Ferrarese, who wanted to spread kindness at CBS, suggested this idea. From there we created a
committee that consists of Mrs. Ferrarese, Mrs. DeVito, Mrs. Cain, Ms. Medici, Mr. Mahoney, and Mrs. Kenny. The
committee comes up with the lesson plans and puts them into action. We designed CBS shirts and we began our journey
to increasing kindness! At our first meeting, our students wrote cards to thank teachers for their efforts this school year.
Here is a glimpse at CBS all dressed for kindness!

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Check Out What’s Hatching at Peter Muschal Elementary…
Do you suffer from alektorophobia? If so, please stop reading now.
On Tuesday, April 25, 2017, a special delivery was made to Peter Muschal School. 18 eggs arrived from Waking Earth
Farm in Millville, NJ for the students in Mrs. Evans’ class. These eggs were carefully placed into an incubator that
keeps their temperature at a constant 99.5 degrees along with proper humidity levels (40 to 50 percent humidity for the
first 18 days; 65 to 75 percent humidity for the final days before hatching) Proper temperature and humidity are
necessary to mimic the natural incubation process. The incubator also turns the eggs slowly 5 times per day to facilitate
development of the embryo. Looking inside the incubator, you will notice the eggs are different shapes and sizes. There
are several reasons for this. Farmer Daniel Schelakow would like the students to identify the breed of chicken once
hatched. Information was sent that students will use to make their identifications. Farmer Schelakow also sent eggs of
differing shapes and sizes to illustrate that, just like the students in our school and members of our community,
chickens are also unique. The eggs are expected to hatch on or around May 17th. Until then, Mrs. Evans has the
incubator set up in the window box of her classroom so that all PMES students can visit and observe the developing
eggs. Once hatched, the baby chicks will be kept in a brooder (a box that uses a lamp as a heat source) for
approximately one week, at which point they will be returned to the farm. Everyone at Peter Muschal is eagerly
anticipating the arrival of the baby chicks. In the meantime, students are keeping track of their daily development and
learning many interesting facts about chickens and poultry farming. Hatching chicks is one of the many ways our
teachers engage students in science education through the use of hands on lessons. If you happen to visit PMES in the
next few weeks, please stop by and visit our eggs. You might also get a chance to meet a baby chick.

Hatched on May 16, 2017

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
May 3 – Board of Education Meeting
May 17 – Board of Education Meeting
May 26 – Staff In-Service – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
May 29 – Memorial Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
June 14 – Board of Education Meeting
June 16 – BRHS Graduation – ½ Day ALL Students
June 19 – 8th Grade Promotion
June 19 – Last Day for Students – ½ Day ALL Students

Success and Failure.
We think of them as opposites, but they’re really not,
They’re companions.
Laurence Shames

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

