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St. Bernard High School Mission Statement







The mission of St. Bernard High School is to send forth faith-filled,
principled and knowledgeable young men and women by providing
an exemplary college preparatory education rooted in Roman Catholic
tradition. As a diverse community of Christian believers, we strive to
inspire students to embrace the teachings of Jesus Christ and to follow
His call to lead, serve and learn

Vision Statement



In a global society where values and a sense of community are being challenged
daily, it has never been more imperative to educate our youth to be the future
leaders, inventors, professionals, creators, and philanthropists of the 21st century.
St. Bernard High school is moving to the forefront of education as it takes its place

as a highly progressive, competitive,
multicultural and God-valued institution of
learning. St. Bernard High School is always striving to be the school of choice of
Catholic students in the Los Angeles area by providing a complete educational
experience immersed in the Catholic tradition and excelling in both academic and
co-curricular programs. Students graduating from the school will have the
motivation and expertise necessary to pursue their aspirations for higher learning
and lead lives as faith-filled and responsible citizens.
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ST. BERNARD GRADUATION AND
UC & CSU a-g ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
SUBJECT
a. History and
Social Studies

b. English
c. Mathematics

d. Laboratory Science

e. Language Other Than
English (LOTE)
f. Visual and Performing
Arts
g. Electives or Additional
Requirements

Test/Additional
Requirements

SBHS GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
3 YEARS:
1 Year World History
1 year U.S. History
1 semester U.S. Government
1 semester Economics
4 YEARS
3 YEARS
Algebra 1 + Geometry +
Algebra 2
2 YEARS
1 year biology and
1 year of Chemistry
or Physical Science

2 YEARS
of the same foreign language
1 YEAR
35 Elective Credits
1 year PE/Health
4 years Religious studies
1 semester of computer
applications
80 Hours of Christian
Service
D or better is a passing grade
but should be repeated in
order to remain eligible for
College Admission

UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA/CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY
2 YEARS
1 year U.S. History or
1 semester U.S. Government
and 1 year World History
4 YEARS
3 YEARS: (4 recommended)
Algebra 1 + Geometry + Algebra 2
2 YEARS (3 recommended)
UC: 2 Courses from:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics
CSU: 1 Biological Science, 1 Physical
Science. (One course from the “d” subject
area and the 2nd course may be from the “d” or
“g” area)
2 YEARS (3 Recommended)
of the same foreign language
1 YEAR
course in the same subject
1 YEAR
of college Prep Electives from the St. Bernard
UC/CSU a-g approved list

SAT Reasoning or ACT*
*If ACT is Taken, ACT “Writing” is required
for UC.
All Classes must be passed with a C or higher
at the semester

Colleges recognize a C or higher as a passing grade. UC DOES NOT recognize grade improvement on a C or
higher grade. A grade of D will earn credits toward high school graduation, but WILL NOT meet the
requirements for College admission. The UC’s and CSU’s “weight” only specific underlined classes on your
school’s UC Accredited Course List. Visit https://doorways.ucop.edu/list/site where “weighted” classes are
starred. For more detailed information on admission to UC: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions. For
more detailed information on admission to CSU: www.csumentor.edu/planning/high_school
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CALIFORNIA HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
COMMUNITY
COLLEGES

CALIFORNIA
UNIVERSITY OF
STATE
CALIFORNIA (UC)
UNIVERSITY (CSU)

PRIVATE COLLEGES

NUMBER
STATE SIDE:
Local schools in
each system.

Approx. 106
statewide: Cerritos,
Compton,
El Camino, Harbor,
Long Beach,
L.A. South-West,
Trade Tech
West L.A., etc.

23 statewide: CSU
Dominguez Hills,
Fullerton,
Long Beach,
Los Angeles,
Northridge, Pomona,
etc.

10 statewide: UCB,
UCI, UCLA,
UC Merced, UCR,
UCSB, UCSC,
UCSD, UC Davis,
UCSF (Graduate
Studies)

Approx. 55 statewide:
Claremont Colleges,
LaVerne, Whittier,
Loyola-Marymount,
Mt. St. Mary’s,
Occidental, Pepperdine,
Redlands, USC, etc.

NATURE OF
PROGRAMS AND
CURRICULUM

Two year schools:
1) career & job
entry majors
2) transfer
classes
3) AA degrees
4) Vocational
certificates

Four year schools
with graduate
programs:
1) various majors,
depends on
campus
2) pre-professional
training
3) BA & BS degrees
4) Masters degrees
5) Teaching
credentials

Four year schools with
graduate &
professional schools:
4) various
majors,
depends on
campus
2) Pre-professional
training
3) BA & BS degrees
4) Masters degree
5) Doctorates and
professional
degrees (e.g.
dentistry, law,
medicine, etc.)

5) various majors,
depends on
campus
2) May have religious
affiliation
3) Gender preferred
(women’s, men’s/coed)
6) Ethnicity preferred
(black colleges)
7) Military
8) Specialized

COSTS: (Approx)
Fees & Tuition
(does not include
room, board, or
books)

Approximately
$25 per unit

Averages $4430
per year

Averages $10,302
per year

Approximately
$15,000 to $50,000
per year

No application fee

$55 applications fee

$60 application

Application fee varies
by school

HOW
SUPPORTED

Public tax monies
and student fees

Public tax monies
and student fees

Public tax monies and
student fees

Private funds and
tuition fees

ENTRANCE
REQUIREMENTS
FOR FRESHMEN

10) No
subject
requireme
nts:
must be 18 or
high school
graduate

1) Must take specific
A-G requirements

1) Must take specific
A-G subject
requirements

1) Prefer students who
have met the UC
entrance requirements
above 2.5. Grades of C
or better

9) subject
and GPA

Only C grades and
above accepted for
College Admission

2) SAT Reasoning
or ACT

2) TESTS
2) No SAT or ACT
test required

3) Other

2.0 GPA minimum
in 10th-11th grades.

Placement tests for
English and math
required before
registration..

3.0 GPA minimum in
10th-11th grades
Grades of C or better.
2) SAT Reasoning OR
ACT with writing and
two SAT Subject Tests
in two different subject
areas:
History, Eng. Lit.,
Math (Level 2 ONLY)
Science, Foreign Lang
3) Extracurricular activities
considered in admission

2) SAT Reasoning or
ACT (some with
Writing). Some require
SAT Subject Tests.
Check catalogs for
specific test
requirements
Most require Letters of
Recommendation.
Some ask for Mid Year
Reports.
3) Extracurricular activities
considered in admission

8

High School Scheduling for College
The following chart will give students an idea of what you should be enrolled in whether you are applying to an
“average”, “competitive”, or “highly selective” university. In looking at the following chart, keep these
important points in mind:





Begin algebra no later than the ninth grade
Be sure that your student is enrolled in laboratory science classes that will meet the college
requirements.
Foreign language should be started by the ninth grade
Most colleges will look at not only what classes were taken, but also the level of those classes.
Courses designated as “honors”, “College preparatory” and “Advanced Placement” are recognized
by all colleges. In some cases, additional weight is added in the calculation of the student’s GPA if
the student takes an honors or Advanced Placement class. Students who take these classes are
identified as being more likely to be successful in college

Students should consider taking Advanced Placement courses (italics) in subjects where the student has
demonstrated academic strength. This will enhance their college applications and their chances of
acceptance to the more selective colleges throughout the U.S.
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Algebra (first year)
English (one year)

Algebra (first year)
Foreign language (first year)
English (one year)

10

Algebra (first year) or
Geometry
World History (one year)
Foreign language (first year)
Biology (one year)
College elective (one year)
English
Algebra (second year or
Geometry)
Foreign language (second year)
U.S. History (one year)
Chemistry (one year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)

Geometry (one year)
World History (one year)
Foreign language (second year)
Biology (one year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)

HIGHLY SELECTIVE
Algebra (first year)
Foreign language (first year)
Geometry (one year)
Biology H (one year)
Foreign language (second year)
English (one year)
Algebra (second year)
World History (one year)
Foreign language (third year)
Chemistry AP (one year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)

Algebra (second year)
Foreign language (third year)
Chemistry (one year)
U.S. History (one year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)

Math analysis/PreCalc (one
year)
Foreign language (fourth year)
Biology AP (one year)
U.S. History (one year
Col. Elective/CL course (1

Algebra (second year)
Foreign language (third year)
Government/Economics (one
year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)
Visual and Performing Arts

Math Analysis/PreCalc/Statistics
(one year)
Government/Economics (one year)
Physics/science elective (one year)
College elective (one year)
English (one year)
Visual and Performing Art

GRADE AVERAGE COLLEGE

COMPETITIVE
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year)
English (one year)
Calculus (one year)
Physics AP (one year)
Government/Economics (1 year)
College level course (one year)
English (one year)
Visual and Performing Art
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MY FOUR-YEAR EDUCATIONAL PLAN
REMEMBER:
The best plan is to have a
program that will build upon
your current skill level

HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIREMENTS
In order to participate in the
graduation ceremony,
students must have completed
ALL graduation
requirements.
Years
Course
Required
1. Religious Studies
4
2. English
4
3. Social Studies
3
World History (1)
US History (1)
US Government (1/2 year)
Economics (1/2 year)
4. Mathematics
3
Algebra (1)
Geometry (1)
Algebra 2 (1)
5. Science
2
Biology (1)
Chemistry or Phys Sci. (1)
6. Foreign Language
2
7. Computer Applications 1 sem.
8. Visual and Perf. Arts
1
9. PE/Health
1
10. Electives
35 credits
1 year=10 credits.
1 semester=5 credits

Students complete 80 hours
of Christian Service
graduation requirement

SUMMER SCHOOL






Each semester summer
class is two hours long
Each summer class is
5 semester credits
Summer classes can help
with your priorities
A grade of F must be
made up in summer
school
A grade of D should be
repeated in summer
school to remain college
admission eligible

GRADE NINE

GRADE TEN

__Religion______________________

___Religion_____________________

___English__________________________

___English___________________________

___Science_________________________

___Science___________________________

___Foreign Language_________________

___Foreign Language___________________

___Mathematics_____________________

___Mathematics_______________________

___Physical Education/Health__________

___World History______________________

___Other__________________________

___Other_____________________________

Summer School_____________________

Summer School________________________

_____________________

________________________

GRADE ELEVEN

GRADE TWELVE

___Religion______________________

___Religion______________________

___English__________________________

___English__________________________

___United States History_______________

___US Gov./Econ.____________________

___Science__________________________

___Science__________________________

___Foreign Language__________________

___Foreign Language__________________

___Mathematics______________________

___Mathematics______________________

___Elective__________________________

___Elective__________________________

Summer School______________________
______________________

COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS
Minimum college requirements usually
include C grade or better in the following
classes:
English
4 years
Social Studies
2 or more years
Foreign Language
2 or more years
Science
2 or more years
Mathematics
3 or more years
Visual/Performing Arts 1 year
Most colleges require the SAT Reasoning or
the ACT (with writing if required). Some
colleges require SAT Subject Tests. Subject
Tests are no longer required by the Ucs
or CSU’s.

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS
Students take the PSAT in October of grades
9-11. The SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject
Tests should be taken in the Spring of grade
eleven. It might be advisable to take an SAT
Subject Test as early as the end of the tenth
grade (if the student has been enrolled in a
corresponding advanced placement class for
that year, or in the case of language, if the
student is a native speaker).*
*Example: Tenth graders finishing AP
European History or AP Biology should take
that Subject when the course is completed.
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CHOOSING A COLLEGE
Choosing the right college or university can be an exciting adventure, but it does require thought and planning.
To start narrowing the search from the 3,000 colleges and universities available to you, sort your thoughts along
these lines:

1. LOCATION:

Would you go out of state to school, or stay closer to home? Would you mind being
away for birthdays, etc? Does climate matter? Would you like to experience the seasons, enjoy the rain,
or choose a warmer climate? How far away from home would you go?

2. CAMPUS SURROUNDINGS:

would you like your campus to be situated in the city, a suburb, or the
countryside? How dependent are you on activities of a big city e.g. shopping, movie theaters, museums,
plays, transportation. Want a fast or slow pace? McDonalds? Ballet? Ethnic restaurants?
o
o
o
o
o

Big City. Major metropolitan area e.g. San Diego, LA, San Francisco, New York, Boston, DC,
Chicago
Suburb. Close to but not IN a major metropolitan area e.g. Santa Clara, St. Mary’s, The
Claremont Colleges, Occidental, San Marcos, UC Santa Cruz, Stanford.
Small to Medium size cities e.g. Portland, Buffalo, Albany, Syracuse
Small Town (under 50,000 — small but compactly settled area e.g. Claremont schools,
Skidmore, Gettysburg, Eugene, Oregon)
Rural a remote sparsely populated area e.g. Dartmouth, Oberlin, Ohio-Wesleyan, Williams)

3. SIZE – Would you rather be in a large, medium size, or small college?

The size of the college impacts
on relationships as well as the style in which your education will be delivered (small classes vs. large
lecture halls)
o Large: (15,000+). You need to have a sense of independence to maneuver the masses. More
major choices, activities and diversity are available. Large lecture halls for GED courses that
may be taught by TA’s (teacher assistants). UCLA, San Diego State, Syracuse
o Medium. (5,000-15,000) More individual attention. Classes taught by Professors. Assured to
get classes and graduate in 4 years. St. Mary’s, LMU, Claremont colleges, USF, Santa Clara
o Small (1000-5000). Fewer options in majors, but usually excellent in the majors offered.
Individual attention. Often have dinner in professor’s homes. May have greater opportunity for
research with faculty in first years. Menlo, Westmont, Franklin Marshall, Dickinson

4. TYPE OF SCHOOL
o

o

o
o

Public – lower tuition, preferential admission to in state over out-of-state applicants. Tuition
higher for out-of-state (e.g., AZ, CO – but still lower than private). Admissions standards higher
for some out of state admissions (U. of WA)
Private – Tuition higher, but financial aid more available due to endowments and donated funds.
Some names of schools may fool you – Seattle Univ. (Jesuit and Private), New York University
(private), William and Mary – (public) . University of Portland – (Jesuit and private)
Two year or four year – Four year colleges and two year community colleges all offer different
opportunities.
Religious. Jesuit (Georgetown, LMU, USF, Santa Clara, Seattle Univ.) or Catholic (USD,
DePaul, Holy Cross). Bible –(Azusa Pacific, Biola). Religiously affiliated – (Cal Lutheran,
Menlo, Pepperdine)

5. ACADEMIC COMPETITIVENESS.

Will you be more successful in a more competitive
school, or in a less threatening academic environment? How challenging a school do you want?
Intense? Relaxed? Supportive? Scholarly vs. Career?
o Most difficult – Stanford, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Ivies. 75% of Freshmen are in the top 4% of
their graduating high school class.

12

o
o
o
o
o

Very Difficult – Boston Col., NYU, UCLA, UCB, Tufts, Notre Dame, Johns Hopkins. Top 510% of class.
Difficult – USD, Boston U, Northeastern, St. Mary’s, USF, Occidental, Pepperdine, Santa Clara
Moderately difficult – Univ. of Arizona, ASU, U of Oregon, Univ. of Colorado, Colorado
Springs. Top 50% of class
Minimally difficult. – Pace, NY, Fairleigh Dickinson, NJ
Noncompetitive – community colleges – 18 years old or a high school graduate.

You should choose your colleges keeping these distinctions in mind:
o “Reach” or “Dream” (25% chance of acceptance) schools are those that you would like
to attend but whose admissions standards may be a “reach” for you in terms of grades.,
test scores, extracurriculars, etc.
o “Target” (50% chance of admission) schools that are reasonable within the range of
your grades, test scores,
o “Safety” schools are those schools that you are certain to be admitted because your
grades and scores are above the median of acceptances for that school.

6. ACADEMIC PROGRAMS.

Be sure that the colleges that you choose have the major areas of study
that you are interested. If you are unsure of your major, try to focus your selections on universities that
provide a wide selection of programs within their individual colleges.
o Study abroad –spend a summer, semester or year in a different country while attending school
o Co-op Programs – work in your field in a paid internship for 1-3 semesters. (Northeastern,
Drew)
o College with services for student with learning disabilities (U of AZ S.A.L.T. Program)
o Block Plan – 1 course for 31/2 week, 4 days off, 8 blocks/yr (Colorado College, Cornell College
in Iowa)
o Strong Masters, PhD programs? Internships? Research opportunities?

7. COSTS.

It is important that you and your parents honestly discuss finances for college. Be aware that
financial aid and scholarships usually will not cover the total cost for college. If cost becomes a factor,
you might want to look at a less competitive college which will be more generous in scholarship offers or
transfer programs at a local community college.

8. EXTRACURRICULAR (Clubs and Sports)

Is it important that you go to a school that has a football
team or basketball team, or does it matter? Would a strong intramural program be important to you?
What about certain activities. Is it important to have a school radio program, certain clubs? If looking for
a sport scholarship:
o Division I, II – SCHOLARSHIPS
o Division III — no scholarships – intramural or club

11) SOCIAL LIFE AND PERSONALITY. These “intangibles” are apparent during college visits. It is
important to visit schools while they are in session. Eat a meal on campus and check out the atmosphere
in the eating areas. Look at the bulletin boards and see what’s being advertised for fun; watch the
students interact on campus: Can you see yourself on the campus?
Once you have narrowed down you preferences, you need to start looking into basic resources and, of course, the
Internet. Some popular College Search sites:
www.collegeboard.com - College Search
www.petersons.com – College Search
www.cappex.com – College Search
http://college.campusbird.com – helps locate a college that fits a student’s criteria. Connected to Google maps.
Gives student a “bird’s eye” view of the campus.
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College Reps
Over 50 College Reps visit SBHS in the fall. The Daily Bulletin reports times and dates that the Rep will be in
the College Center. This information is also available on school bulletin boards along with a synopsis of each
school that will be visiting. There are many reasons to take the time to meet with the college representatives:
 These reps are usually the ones who will read your application
 You will have an opportunity to learn about schools that you may never have heard of before
 The more you know about a school, the better choice you will make in finding that right “fit”.

College Fairs
College Fairs by various organizations will run throughout the year. These Fairs provide
an opportunity for student and their parents to meet with representatives from a wide variety of colleges.
College reps answer questions and provide brochures and other information about their institutions. An
example of some fairs includes:
 Visual and Performing Arts Fair (Oct.) http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/PVA-CollegeFairs/Pages/default.aspx
 Black College Expo (Fall)
http://www.thecollegeexpo.org/tce/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=168&catid=23
 Great LA College Fair (April) http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/SpringNCF/Pages/LosAngeles.aspx

College Week Live: College Fairs held online where students can search colleges and visit with college
admissions experts online! www.collegeweeklive.com/

WHAT COLLEGES LOOK FOR
Application

Care taken in completing the application and observing all deadlines

Academic Record

GPA, rigor of courses, consistency, improvement, addition of
Honors and AP courses and College Level courses.

Extracurricular Activities

Long term involvement, commitment, leadership positions,
initiative, relationship to future goals. Looking for quality not
quantity in your activities. Sports, drama, music, clubs, Church
involvement.

Honors and Awards

Eagle Scout, Gold Medal (Girl Scouts), Science Fair awards, essay
Contests, Sports awards, music awards, academic awards. Awards
that go beyond the school, e.g. city, district, county, state or
national awards.

*Essay

Organization, writing and communication skills, logic, self
-knowledge, direction or goal orientation

*Recommendations

Additional insight and understanding of applicant from teachers and
counselors

Standardized Tests

Ability to use words, solve problems, etc. in comparison to other
college-bound students as indicated by SAT and/or ACT scores

*Subject Tests

Performance on tests of specific content compared to other
college-bound students.

*Interview

Ability to communicate verbally, motivation, goal orientation

*If required by school
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CAMPUS VISIT…
There are lots of ways to find out about a college, from brochures to videos to college fairs. Neither pictures
nor the most glowing descriptions of others can capture a college’s spirit and atmosphere. A visit to a college
campus is probably the best way to learn abut its qualities and get a feel for what it would be like to study
there. The sophomore and junior years are excellent times for high school students and their parents to tour
college campuses. Remember, colleges keep computer records of all contacts with the school. This will work
to your advantage when in the admissions process you have recorded interest in the school over another
candidate who may have made no contact or visit at all.

Tips for Gaining the Most from a College Visit:
Learn as much as you can about the college. Visit their website, look through their catalog, and talk to
people who have attended there.
Plan your visit. To set up a college visit, wither call the admission’s office, and sign up on line at the
school’s website and let them know when you would like to visit. The admissions office can then set up
appointments and arrange for a campus tour.
Make notes. During your visit, write down anything you want to remember. write down your thoughts and
impressions, and list the college’s positive and negative aspects.
Take a walking tour. A group tour is a great way to learn about a college and see their campus. During the
tour, your guide (usually a student) will provide you with facts and valuable information. Your tour guide
will also make sure that you see what’s most important on campus.
Explore on your own, check out the surrounding area, and visualize yourself as a student. Attend an
information session and talk to an admissions counselor. Try to talk to someone in your major, and attend a
class if possible.

Questions to Ask:
General information
o What percent of first-year students return?
o How safe is the campus?
o What makes the college unique?
Academics
o Which are your strongest majors?
o How large are most classes?
o Is it hard to get into the classes you need?
Admissions
o Which admissions criteria do you consider most important (GPA, ACT/SAT scores, etc.)?
o Are there specific requirements for my major?
Student Life
o Where do students live?
o How do students get around campus?
o What activities do students participate in ?
o Do most students stay or leave on weekends?
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COLLEGE VISIT NOTES
College_______________________________________Date_______________________
Location

Size

Academics

Admissions
Requirements

Cost &
Financial Aid

Campus
Impressions

Positives

Negatives
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Testing
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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS*

(*courtesy of College Board – Instructions on the Day before the test)
As your SAT test day draws near, be sure to review these last-minute tips to help you do your best.

The Day Before
Gather up everything you’re going to need for the next morning. You don’t want to be stuck frantically searching for your
Admission Ticket just before you rush out the door. You’ll need the following items:

Acceptable photo ID

Your SAT Admission Ticket

Two sharpened No. 2 pencils (pens and mechanical pencils are not allowed)

A calculator with fresh batteries

A hand-held CD player with fresh batteries, if you are taking a Language Test with Listening
Write down the directions to the test center. Make sure you know how to get to your test center and how long it’ll take you
to get there.
Check to see if your test center is open. Especially if there is bad weather in your area, tune into your local media (like you
do for school closing announcements) or visit www.collegeboard.com on the Friday before the test to make sure your test
center is open.
Be well-rested and ready to go. Get a good night’s sleep the night before the test.
Set two alarms—one in your room and one in someone else’s room, in case you hit the snooze button one time too many.

The Morning of the Test
Eat breakfast. You’ll be at the test center for four hours and you’re likely to get hungry.
Bring snacks. During one of the breaks, you can eat or drink any snacks you have brought with you. A healthy snack will go
a long way toward keeping you alert during the entire test.
Arrive at your test center no later than 7:45 a.m. Don’t risk getting locked out because you’re 30 seconds late. Give yourself
plenty of time to get there. Consider traffic, weather conditions, flat tires, and anything else that could slow you down.
Leave your cell phone at home. Don’t run the risk of having your phone ring or vibrate during testing. If you are seen
using a cell phone or any other prohibited electronic device while in the test center, or if the device makes noise or vibrates,
you may be dismissed immediately, your scores may be canceled, and the device may be confiscated. This policy also
applies to any other prohibited digital and/or electronic devices such as Blackberries, pagers, PDAs, cameras or other
photographic equipment, or separate timers of any kind. We strongly advise you not to bring them.

During the Test
Use breaks to eat or drink any snacks you have brought with you. You will have several breaks during the test. Use
them to relax and eat a snack so you can stay focused.
Work only on the section you are supposed to be working on. You’re not allowed to go back to a section once that section
has ended. You also can’t start the next section if you finish a section early.
Do easier questions first. You earn just as many points for easy questions as you do for hard ones.
Make sure you use a No. 2 pencil on the answer sheet. It is very important that you fill in the entire circle darkly and
completely. If you change your response, erase it as completely as possible. It is very important that you follow these
instructions when filling out your answer sheet.
Use all of your time. Students around you may close up their test books and rest their heads on their desks, but you know
better. Go back to review problems you weren’t quite sure about the first time. Or, if you skipped any hard problems use the
time to try to work them out. If you answer a question incorrectly, you lose 1 point; if you leave a question blank, you lose 0
points. *f you really do not know the answer and cannot make an educated guess, LEAVE IT BLANK
Stay positive and focused. Keep your mind on your work, not your score.
Try not to worry about whether you “nailed it” or “blew it.” Know you did your best—and celebrate. You deserve it.
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SAT Reasoning Test
Sign up for SAT Reasoning or Subject Tests at
www.collegeboard.com
The SAT Reasoning Test is a standardized test
intended to measure students’ abilities to analyze
and solve problems. The SAT is a predictor test of
how well that student should be able to perform
college level work.
The SAT should be taken at least once in the
Spring of the Junior year (January, March, May or
June) and once in the Fall of the Senior year
(October, November or December). The SAT
should be taken twice, but no more than 3 times, as
statistics show that the scores will begin to repeat
themselves after more than three sittings.
The SAT consists of 5 sections: 1) Reading (65
min.), 2) Math with & without calculators (80 min)
(Alg. 1 & II, Geom. & some Trig), Writing & Lang.
(35 min.), Essay (optional except for UC’s-required)
The test lasts for three hours (without essay) or 3
hours & 55 minutes with essay, 3 hours without.
The test format consists of multiple-choice questions
and one essay question. Questions progress from
easy to hard.

The optimum time for students to take the Math
Level 2 Subject Test would be in June following
Pre-Calc or Trig.
Practice test booklets for the SAT Reasoning,
Subject Tests and ACT are available in the College
Center.
Students must choose to take either the SAT
Reasoning or Subject Tests on a given test day as
they are administered on the same day.

Reporting Scores
Each time you register for the SAT or ACT you
may report your scores to 4 colleges for free. The
last time a student takes the SAT or ACT s/he
should indicate on his/her registration EVERY
college that s/he is applying to in order to have
official scores sent to those schools. Only official
scores from the College Board or ACT are accepted
from colleges as part of the application process.
College Board will send your entire history of scores
from the last test to the first that you took including
all Subject Test scores. For the ACT, send scores
from your best sitting.


SAT Subject Test
Subject Tests are one hour multiple choice tests that
measure knowledge and skills in a particular subject
area... Students may take three tests at the same
sitting. Subject tests are no longer required by the
UC’s for admission; however, most competitive
schools and certain majors (e.g. Engineering, Math,
and Science) may still require the SAT Subject
Tests. Check your College website to see what
particular tests are required. CSU’s do not require
Subject Tests for admission.
Since the SAT Subject Tests measure achievement,
they act much like final exams. The optimum time
to test is in May or June of your junior year, or at
the completion of certain curricula e.g. biology,
foreign language. Tests can be repeated in the fall of
your senior year. Schools use the highest scores in
each subject area. SAT Subject tests are given in:
Literature, US History, World History, Math Level 2
(only Math exam accepted for College admission)
Biology E/M, Chemistry, Physics, French, German,
Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Spanish. Reading &
Listening (Nov. only) given in: Chinese, French,
German, Japanese, Korean, Spanish.






SAT (through College Board) To report
scores to CSU’s – use the code 3594 and your
scores will be sent to ALL CSU’s. By not
having to request reports for each individual
school, you will save $$.
For the ACT – list ONE CSU and they will be
sent to all campuses indicated on your
application.
To report scores to the UC’s – report your score
to one UC that you are applying to, and the
scores will be forwarded to ALL UC’s indicated
on your admission application. For both ACT &
SAT
For the NCAA – use code 9999
****NOT SENDING YOUR OFFICIAL TEST
SCORES CAN DELAY YOUR COLLEGE
ADMISSION!!!****

Help Lines:
SAT Customer Service: 609-771-7600
SAT: 609-921-9000
ACT: 319-337-1270
Be a Winner!
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ACT

www.actstudent.org

The ACT Assessment contains four curriculum-based
tests that measure academic achievement in the areas
of English, mathematics, reading, and science
reasoning. Because the content is more curriculum
based, students often feel that they can study more for
this exam. All schools accept the best score, whether
it be SAT or ACT. One test is not favored over the
other, and in fact, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and most
mid-west schools prefer the ACT. Many colleges will
also accept the ACT with writing in lieu of any
required SAT Subject tests (see web site below).
ACT offers an optional 30-minute Writing Test for
students applying to the UC and other competitive
schools that require the essay for admission. The
Writing test is NOT required by the CSU’s.
ACT

VS.

Five long
CONTENT
sections:
And LENGTH
Reading,
English, Math,
Science,
Writing
Total time: 3
hrs. 25 min
(with essay)
30 minutes – ESSAY
always the last
test. Narrow
Both optional
topic “relevant” but required by
to high school UC’s and most
students. Need competitive
more structured schools
response.

Each subject
SCORING
scored 1-36;
composite score
also 1-36, essay
score not
included
No penalty for TEST
incorrect
STRATEGY
answers

For schools that require SAT II Subject tests:
http://www.compassprep.com/admissions_req_subj
ects.aspx

Important!
Students need to plan carefully so that they have taken
all the necessary tests early enough for the scores to be
reported to their chosen colleges before each
application deadline. December of your senior year
is the last opportunity to take the ACT, SAT
Reasoning or SAT Subject Tests in order for those
scores to be considered for college admissions.

ACT/SAT Score Comparison Chart ***
ACT

New SAT (1600)

36

1600

35

1570

New SAT

34

1540

Five long sections:
Writing & Lang,
Reading: 2 Math:
Essay
Questions have 4
answer choices.
Total time: 3 hrs. 50
min. (with essay)

33

1500

32

1470

31

1430

30

1400

29

1360

28

1320

27

1290

26

1260

25

1220

24

1180

23

1140

22

1110

21

1070

20

1030

19

990

18

950

17

910

16

870

15

830

14

780

13

740

12

680

11

590

50 minutes always
the last section.
Analyze a passage
and evaluate author’s
reasoning and
rhetoric. Student
opinion discouraged.
Scored on 2-8 scale
on reading analysis
and writing
Combined score: 4001600
Reading &
Writing:200-800
Essay score reported
separately.
No deduction for
incorrect answers

Schools that are Test Optional
For schools that do not require SAT or ACT tests for
admission go to:
www.fairtest.org/university/optional

How to use Comparison Chart
Circle your SAT Composite and ACT Total scores
on the columns indicated above. The score that is
highest on either column is your BEST score. Often,
your score on one of the tests will be significantly
higher, which is why we encourage students to
TAKE BOTH TESTS AND COMPARE
RESULTS. If one test is significantly higher,
then only repeat that test in the Fall.
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TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTING
**Be sure to use the same name on testing forms that you use on your college applications
Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors
•

Take the PSAT in October at SBHS

Juniors
PSAT Scores for Juniors:
 Predict scores for the SAT
 Enter the competition for National Merit
Scholar.
 Become familiar with the testing format of
the SAT.
 Participate in the College Board’s Student
Search
 Have access to Quickstart to prepare for
SAT.
• Take the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT in
March, April, or May. ACT/SAT scores may be sent
free to 4 colleges you may be considering. Colleges
will “save” scores until student applies for
admission.
• Take the SAT Subject Tests in June if you are
considering application to very competitive schools,
or schools that require these tests for admission.
Check the school’s website to see what tests are
required. Subject tests are no longer required for UC
admission. You may also take Subject tests in May if
you are enrolled in AP’s.
• The SAT should be taken at least twice. CSU’s
and private schools will combine your best scores
from any sitting. UC’s will take your best sitting.
All schools will take your best sitting of the ACT.
Statistics show that the scores will begin to repeat
themselves if the tests are taken more than three
times. If after you have taken both the ACT and
SAT in the spring and one test score is
significantly higher, repeat ONLY that higher
scoring test in the fall. If the scores are similar,
repeat the test which you feel most comfortable
taking.

Seniors
• Take the SAT or ACT in October or November.
If you are applying early action /early decision to a
campus, all testing must be completed in October.
If you are applying to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo,
San Diego State and Chico testing must be
completed by the end of November UC’s take

highest sitting. CSU’s and most private schools will
combine the best scores of any sitting.
• Take the SAT Subject Tests in December if
needed. UC’s and CSU’s will accept scores
through December even though their
application deadline is November 30.
• All testing must be completed by December
with the exception of those schools previously
listed that require earlier dates e.g. Early
Action/Early Decision (Oct.), SLO, Chico and
San Diego State (Nov).
• It is important that the last time you take an
SAT or ACT that you request your scores to be
sent to every school you have applied to (see
“Reporting Scores”).

Registration Procedure
Register for the SAT online at
www.collegeboard.org
**For information on Photo ID registration, go to:
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/id-requirements
For the latest dates go to:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/
calenfees.html.
For fees go to:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/
calenfees/fees.html

Register for the ACT at www.actstudent.org
For test dates go to:
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
For test fees go to:
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/actfees.html
There are clear advantages to on-line registration
which include:

Instant printable web admission ticket with
online correction feature

Immediate confirmation of registration

Immediate test center confirmation

Multi-session registration

Add and delete school reports
As of 2012, no walk-on testing is allowed.
**As of Oct. 2012, a photo ID is required for
admission to SAT testing

.
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PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
The soundest preparation for college
admission testing includes:
•College Prep English and advanced math classes
each semester in high school.
•Reading for pleasure as well as for homework
assignments
•Independent study in academic areas.

Test taking tips:
•Every year at school should be used as preparation
time for SAT’s.
•Begin review and study well in advance before the
test. Use test preparation computer programs
available on-line. Information regarding study
guides and seminars are also available in the College
Center. Last day cramming will only leave you tired
and result in extremely low scores.
Don’t sit with your friends; awareness of others can
hinder your performance.
•Bring a watch to keep track of the testing
time; pace yourself.
•Be aware that the SAT Reasoning is scored
differently than the ACT (see p. 22).
New in 2016 – neither the ACT of SAT penalize
for wrong answers---so guessing is encouraged
especially if you can narrow the answer to 2-3.
•Do NOT spend too much time on any one
question; skip it and then come back to it if you
have time.
•All questions progress from easy to hard.

Free On-Line Test Prep
Never take a College Admission test without some
type of preparation. PSAT/SAT/ACT prep
workshops are available and help students develop
test-taking skills, build self-confidence and review
math/verbal skills.

There is no statistical proof showing that the more
money spent on a test prep program the higher your
scores. What WILL make a difference is the amount
of time a student devotes to preparing for the test.
Some excellent FREE websites include:
www.uccp.org. University of California College
Prep Online (UCCP) or call 866-482-7737. Free
online preparation for tests like the SAT and the
ACT on a UC sponsored web site on the California
Virtual High School web page.
www.khanacademy.org - EXCELLENT!! Links
to results of your PSAT and creates personalized
test prep course for you to study for the SAT
http://www.collegeboard.com SAT Prep Center
and Official Practice Test.
http://studyguidezone.com. Full Length On-Line
Study Guide for SAT or ACT
www.number2.com
www.princetonreview.com

.

College Admission Tests – Special Notes!

Practice tests for SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject
Tests and ACT are available in the Guidance Office
and College Center. Register on-line and print your
admission ticket through: www.collegeboard.org
for the SAT Reasoning or Subject Test and
www.actstudent.org for the ACT.
All tests are given on Saturday morning. Deadlines
for registration are available at the above web sites.
AVOID LATE FEES!!!
The SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Tests are
given at the same time on the same date. Students
wishing to take both the SAT Reasoning Test and
SAT Subject Tests must register for two different
test dates.
It is the student’s responsibility to have the
testing organization send a score report of test
scores directly to colleges. Indicate on your
registration under “reporting scores” the schools
you are applying to send your scores. You may send
scores to 4 schools free of charge. There is a fee for
each additional school. Be sure to list ALL schools
that you are applying to the LAST time that you take
the test.
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Fee Waivers
Fee waivers for the test fees are available for high school juniors and seniors who are U.S.
citizens. When applying on-line include the waiver # listed on your card. The following eligibility
guidelines have been adopted:

SAT
*No. of Dependents

*Family Income

ACT
*No. of Dependents

*Family Income

1

$21,775/yr.

1

$21,775/yr.

2

$29,471/yr

2

$29,471/yr

3

$37,167yr

3

$37,167yr

4

$44,863/yr

4

$44,863/yr

5

$52,559/yr

5

$52,559/yr

6

$60,255/yr

6

$60,255/yr

OVER 6

plus $7696 for each
additional person in family

*These figures are subject to
change. Please check the
websites for latest figures.

** Other criterion for identifying eligible students includes the following:
a) Student’s family receives public assistance.
b) Student is a ward of the state.
c) Student resides in a foster home.
d) Or student is currently enrolled in the free or reduced-price lunch program at school.
Grade Level Fee waivers are ONLY available to high school seniors or juniors.
Number of tests Students may REGISTER UP TO TWO TIMES with a fee waiver for each
assessment—2 SAT’s (Spring and Fall), 2 Subject Tests (Spring and Fall), 2 ACT’s (Spring and Fall)
The fee waiver may be used in either the senior or junior year.

Fee Waiver for College Application Fees:
Students who receive a SAT Reasoning Test fee waiver or SAT Subject Test fee waiver and plan to apply
to college qualify to receive a total of four fee waivers for college application fees. If you qualify for a
fee waiver, all schools on the Common App will waive their fees—no limit!
Fee waivers are also available for CSS PROFILE and are automatically issued at the completion of the
form if the student meets financial guidelines.
Fee waivers for UC’s and CSU’s are automatically issued at the completion of the On-Line application if
student meets financial guidelines. UC will issue a fee waiver for up to four schools. CSU will issue fee
waivers for up to six schools.
You may request a fee waiver in the Guidance Office or College Center.
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COLLEGE RESOURCES on the INTERNET!
FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES:
www.fafsa.ed.gov
Online application for FAFSA (federal financial
aid form)

http://www.collegeboard.org
College Board Online Home Page. College,
Career, and Scholarship Search

http://www.pin.ed.gov
Register for PIN #s to e-sign the FAFSA

http://www.signet.com/collegemoney
Signet Bank Student Loan Home Page; College
Financing, Financial Aid, Student Loans

www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov
FAFSA4caster. Expected Family Contribution.
http://www.finaid.org/calculators/finaidestimate.ph
tml
Expected Family Contribution
http://www.finaid.org
FinAid: The Financial Aid Information Page
http://www.salliemae.com
Sallie Mae now includes CASHE (scholarship
search) on-line, calculates to predict the “Estimated
Family Contribution” complete guide to need
based aid.
http://www.fastweb.com
FastWeb (Financial Aid Search through the Web,
scholarship and college search)

www.meritaid.com
Access information on specific colleges and merit
aid they offer.
http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINWebApp/pinindex.jsp
Peterson’s Education Center Financing Education
http://www.nelnet.com/
User friendly guide to financial aid including
complete estimators
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml
Scholarship Scams
www.csac.ca.gov
California Student Aid Commission. Download
commission forms and publications, submit “ASK
CSAC” questions, view the latest Cal Grant news.

SAT PREP COURSE ON LINE
http://www.cavhs.org
***Free online prep for all students in California
for tests like the SAT and the ACT on a University
of California-sponsored Wed site on the California
Virtual High School Web page
http://www.collegeboard.org
Official SAT on-line course - $69.95 (4 month
course)
www.actonlineprep.com
ACT on line prep course
www.actstudent.org
Online registration for ACT, testing strategies,
sample questions

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/news
at/prep/prep.html
Full length practice test for the SAT:
http://Number2.com
http://testu.com
Free coaching for SAT
http://www.ivywest.com
Information on the PSAT, SAT Reasoning, SAT
Subject test and ACT as well as access to free
exams and test prep.
www.khanacademy.org . Free online prep for
both ACT/SAT. Personalized program for
students who take the PSAT and register at
College Board and Khan Academy
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SAT Prep courses….continued
http://www.ets.org
Educational Testing Service. Sample questions
available.
http://www.fairtest.org
Fair Test – List of colleges that do not require
either the SAT or ACT.
http://www.freevocabulary.com
5000 words (each with a brief definition) that you
might encounter on an SAT

http://www.testtakers.com
Free diagnostic test
http://forum.swarthmore.edu
Provides answers to hundreds of math related
questions.
http://www.tescaliber.com
Complete online SAT practice exam that includes
hints and reference tools
.

FINDING A COLLEGE
http://www.collegenet.com
Contains a list of colleges that meet basic criteria
(cost, location, acad. Interests), then links you for
an in-depth look at campus photos and student life
http://www.mapping-your-future.org
Advises junior high and high school students, loan
applicants, and parents on what they should be
doing and when in order to make applying to
college easier
http://www.weapply.com
Applications to more than 500 U.S. colleges and
universities.
www.collegeboard.org
www.petersons.com
College Search
http://www.collegeview.com
http://college.campusbird.com
Light version of the proprietary college info
software. The web version contains some
multimedia college tours, a searchable data base
and financial aid data.
http://www.collegequest.com
Peterson’s Universal Application currently
accepted by about 1,000 schools.
http://www.cgf.org
College Source. Has online access to 7800 college
and graduate school catalogues.

http://www.college-scholarships.com
College Admission Office e-mail addresses. A
handy, although incomplete, source of e-mail
addresses for admission offices throughout the
country
http://www.gocollege.com
Another good example of a useful college search
site
http://www.embark.com
Exploring colleges, application advice, financial
aid information. Includes a quick career survey
and college search.
http://www.searchbyvideo.com
College Videos
http://www.heath.gwu.edu/
HEATH Resource Center, a national clearinghouse
on post-secondary education for individuals with
disabilities
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Default_EN.asp
Hispanic Serving Institutions, focuses on students
with Hispanic backgrounds
http://www.edonline.com/cq/hbcu/
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
http://www.ajcunet.edu/
Jesuit College and Universities
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/us
news/edu/college/rankings/ranklibartco_brief.php
US News – America’s Best Colleges 200
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COLLEGE LINK PAGES
http://www.ucop.edu/pathways
UC admissions info, libraries, and resources as
well as links to the individual campuses. On-line
application
http://calstate.edu/apply (as of 6-1-17)
Cal State web site. Apply on-line
www.commonapp.org
Common Application…Download

www.CaliforniaColleges.edu
Official source for higher education planning in
California.
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/cc/
Community Colleges. Guide to almost 1,000
community college sites and related resources.
www.collegeboard.com
Students can link directly to the web sites of
colleges throughout the country

NCAA INFORMATION
www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org
NCAA web site
http://www.ncaa.org/library/general/cbsa/200708/2007-08_cbsa.pdf.
Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete

http://www1.ncaa.org/eprise/main/Eligibility_Cent
er/Roadmap_to_Initial_Eligibility_11-1-07.pdf
NCAA Eligibility Center: Roadmap to Initial
Eligibility:
.

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
www.VolunteerMatch.org
Links would-be volunteers with opportunities in
their community
www.redcross.org
Red Cross
www.literacyvolunteers.org
Literacy Volunteers
www.salvationarmyusa.org
Salvation Army Web site
The Volunteer Center – (310) 212-5009 –for
further information on volunteer involvement.
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THE COLLEGE APPLICATION
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

Allow yourself sufficient time to fill out the
application form. A “rush job” results in
careless errors. Applications can be accessed at
the school’s website or from the Common
Application if the school is a member
Use the same name as you use on admissions
tests and financial aid forms. This should be
the same name that appears on your birth
certificate, passport or social security card, and
the name on file at your High School. Do not
use nicknames. Make certain hyphenated
names are all recorded the same.
When using the on-line form you must include
a credit card number or online fee waiver.
Request an official transcript to be sent to
each school that you are applying with the
exception of the CSU/UC schools that do not
require a transcript unless the individual school
requests it. Fill out the transcript request form
at the front desk – one for each school.
$5/transcript. For Common App schools, $10
total no matter how many schools you may
apply.
Applications for housing may or may not be
included with the college admission
application. Many colleges do not send the
student the housing applications until the
college admission application has been
received. Since housing is often in short
supply, it is important that students send their
application as soon as possible.
Copy all completed applications for your file.
The last time you register to take your SAT or
ACT exams, make sure that you report your
scores to EVERY school that you are applying--including the CSU’s and UC’s. When
listing school codes-- for the SAT scores, use
the code 3594 to have your scores sent to all of
the CSU’s and use one UC and all of the
scores will be send to each campus. For the
ACT list ONE CSU campuses and the scores
will be sent to all.

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
If you need to send anything to colleges or financial
aid, etc through US mail should be sent with a
Certificate of Mailing. A Certificate of Mailing costs
about $1.50 and verifies the date your materials were
sent in case they are lost in the mail.

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING:
(Shown smaller than actual size)

PS FORM 3817, Mar. 1989

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE
CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MAIL. DOES
NOT PROVIDE FOR INSURANCE-POSTMASTER
Received From:

Affix fee here
in stamps or
meter
postage and
post mark.
Inquire of
Postmaster
For current
fee.

One piece of ordinary mail addressed to:

APPLICATIONS ON LINE
For Cal States:www.calstate.edu/apply (as of6-1-17)
For the UC’s:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
For the Common Application:
www.commonapp.org
For the Common Black College Application:
www.eduinconline.com
The deadline for CSU/UC applications is November
30. Try to send your application by Thanksgiving.
This will alleviate unneeded stress when the sites
become overloaded the last week in November. The
CSU/UC only use on-line applications
CSU/UC Application Workshops will be held after
school in October and November in the computer lab.
All Private and Out of State Colleges have their
application available online. If your school requires a
Letter of Recommendation, make sure to give the
counselor or teacher a minimum of two weeks
notice before the application deadline. .
If an essay is required as part of the application
process it will be used to evaluate your ability to
write effectively, naturally and creatively. Essay
questions for the UC’s and Common App are
included on pages
in this book. Be prepared to
choose a subject you know and feel strongly about
using specific and concrete details. Also, be aware of
word limits as you risk losing some of your essay if
you go over.
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The College Application continued:
If there has been an unusual circumstance in your life
(a death, divorce, illness), be sure and use the essay
to tell about this, especially if there has been a
drastic change in grades. It is equally important to
show how you have recovered from these experiences
and grown from them. Colleges will be very
sympathetic and appreciative of your honesty, and
will give extra consideration to you over another
student who may never have faced a challenge.

TYPES OF ADMISSIONS OPTIONS
Several application options are available
to the student.

Regular Admission
The Regular admissions option allows students to
submit their application by the school’s regular
admissions deadline. Students are notified of the
admissions decision in March or April. Deadlines for
Regular Admission vary considerably and are noted
on the application. The student has until May 1 to
decide to accept or reject the offer. UC and CSU
regular admission deadlines are November 30.

Early Decision
The Early Decision is an admissions option available
to top students who are certain that the school that
they have chosen is their first choice and that s/he is
willing to commit at an early date. Early Decision is
a BINDING DECISION. If a student applies Early
Decision (usually by Nov. 15) and is accepted by that
school (usually around Dec. 15), s/he is obliged to
accept the offer and withdraw all applications to other
schools. Failure to do so may jeopardize admission at
any other colleges, as all schools respect the
conditions imposed by entering into an Early
Decision contract. If the school is NOT the student’s
first choice, or if attendance is dependent on a certain
financial aid package, then Early Decision is NOT a
good option because of its binding nature.
Acceptance includes not only admission, but also the
financial aid package offered. Because of the binding
nature of this option, you may apply Early Decision
to ONLY one school.

Early Action
This option allows students to apply for admission
early (usually by November 1) and be notified by
mid-December whether they have been accepted,
deferred or rejected. If accepted, the decision is
non-binding and the student need not inform the
college of his/her decision until May 1.

Single Choice Early Action
This option offered by Boston College, Stanford,
Harvard, Princeton and Yale, allows a student to
apply early (usually around November) and receive
a decision early. Under single choice early action,
students MAY NOT apply Early Decision OR
Early Action to any other institution. Decisions
are non-binding, and students have until May 1st to
respond.

Delayed or Deferred Admission
This option is for the already accepted student and
must be arranged with the college. Under this plan
a student delays beginning college for one year.
Reasons for deferring admission must have serious
merit such as plans to work to earn money for
college, travel, or pursuit of a special program. The
student may not attend another college for the year
unless by special arrangement with the college.

Rolling Admission
Under this plan, the college evaluates applications
as they are received and the student is notified of
the decision usually within six weeks. Schools that
use rolling admission include: Loyola Marymount,
the Arizona Schools, St. Mary’s College of
California, several Cal State campuses, DePaul in
Chicago among others.
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THE COLLEGE APPLICATION
Do’s and Don’ts of the Application
Process
College admissions applications come in different
formats and sizes. Some require recommendations
from a teacher or a counselor, some do not. So
require an essay, some do not. Your organizational
skills are the most important aspect of the application
process. Remember that your application will be all
an admissions committee has to go by in making their
decision. With that in mind follow these guidelines:












DO get an early start. UC
(www.universityofcalifoania.edu/apply)
and CSU (www.calstate.edu/apply )
applications will become available on-line
October 1 with a deadline of November 30.
While most private school deadlines are not
until January or sometimes in February,
completing your applications early will allow
you to enjoy your senior year. Also you will
have time to review any details that you may
have forgotten.
DO send your official transcript along with
your application. DO NOT send transcripts
to UC’s and CSU’s unless requested to do so.
Grades are self-reported on the application.
You can do this by going to
www.collegeboard.com or
www.actstudent.org. Official transcripts
cost $5/transcripts and Transcript request
forms are available at the front desk.
DO write down your username and
password as you register to apply to schools
and receive information on setting up your
admission “portals”.
DO use your legal name on all applications,
testing and financial aid documents. This is
the name found on the social security card
and birth certificate. Do not use “nick
names” on any application.
DO proofread your entire application, check
for spelling mistakes, the correct word usage
(e.g. “except” for accept), etc. Use spellcheck. Be sure that if you mention a college
it is the correct one (I’ve always wanted to go
to Cornell”, and the essay is sent to USC).
DO make certain that your e-mail address is
appropriate and not offensive. Since most
colleges will be contacting you through email, it would be wise to open a g-mail
account to be used exclusively for college

















admissions. check your e-mail regularly.
Schools may use e-mail to contact you if
something is incomplete, and some schools
will notify you of their admissions decision
through the Internet. CSU’s communicate
ONLY through e-mail and “portals”, and if
a deadline is missed because you have not
read your e-mail, you may lose your chance
at acceptance.
DO keep a copy of everything that you send.
If the school misplaces the document or
never receives it, you can easily make
another copy to send to them.
DO check with admissions offices to make
sure that they have received your application
if you do not get a confirmation on-line or in
the mail within 2-3 weeks.
DO send a check or money order if an
application fee is required. Most schools will
accept a credit card on-line.
DO send in your housing application if you
receive it with your admissions application.
Schools with limited housing need early
notification. You should get your deposit
back if you choose not to go to that school.
DO complete your Mid Year Report form in
January (7th semester transcript request) and
give or e-mail to your counselor IF YOUR
SCHOOL REQUESTS IT as part of your
application. All Common App schools
require a mid-year report.
DO save frequently!
DON’T begin filling out your application
until you’ve read through it entirely.
DON’T leave any spaces blank. If the
question does not apply to you, write “N/A”
DON’T use abbreviations on your
application. ASB or “La Sociedad” Club
means nothing to someone who does not
know much about St. Bernard.
DON’T wait until the last minute to send in
your application. If your Internet is down, or
something happens with lost mail, YOU will
be held accountable. Schools do not accept
late applications. If you mail the application,
mail it with a Certificate of Mailing from the
Post Office which will act as proof of on-time
mailing.
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THE COMMON APPLICATION
www.commonapp.org
COMMON QUESTIONS FOR APPLICANTS
WHAT IS THE COMMON APPLICATION?
The Common Application is a not-for-profit
organization that serves students and member
institutions by providing an admission application –
online and in print – that students may submit to any
of our 456 members
WHY USE IT?
Once completed online only, copies of the
Application for Undergraduate Admission can be sent
to any number of participating colleges. The same is
true of the School Report, Optional Report, Midyear
Report, Final Report and Teacher Evaluation forms.
This allows you to spend less time on the busywork
of applying for admission, and more time on what’s
really important: college research, visits, essay
writing, and senior year coursework.

‘School Forms’ section of the Common App where
teachers and counselors can be identified. By adding
a teacher or counselor to the list of school officials,
an email is triggered to the teacher or counselor with
information about how to log into the Online School
Forms system or how to opt for the “offline” or paper
process. You are then able to track the progress of
your various teachers and counselors via a screen
within the Common App Online.
HOW DO I GET HELP?
If you are experiencing technical difficulties with the
Common App Online, if you need to request your
username or password, or if you have a general
question about the Common Application (including
access to our numerous FAQs), please submit a
request to the online Support Center. All email you
receive from technical support will be sent from
appsupport@commonapp.net. Please be sure to add
this email address to your address book and/or safe
list to prevent the messages from being blocked as
“SPAM.” This is particularly important for AOL
users.

IS IT WIDELY USED?
Absolutely! Millions of Common Applications are
printed and accepted by our members each year. In
addition, last year almost 2.5 million applications
were submitted via the Common App Online.

IS PHONE SUPPORT AVAILABLE?

IS IT TREATED FAIRLY?
YES! Our college and university members have
worked together over the past 35 years to develop the
application. All members fully support its use, and all
give equal consideration to the Common Application
and the college’s own form. Many of our members
use the Common Application as their only
undergraduate admission application. .

Common App Essay Questions (new 2017-2018)

WHAT IS THE COMMON APP ONLINE
SCHOOL FORMS SYSTEM?
As part of the application process, schools require a
variety of information to be provided by teachers and
guidance counselors who have interacted with you in
the high school environment. Until last year, those
forms were only available as PDF files that could be
printed, copied, and mailed to the appropriate
colleges. Now each teacher and counselor will have
the option to complete the forms online via the
Common App Online School Forms system if they
desire. There is no cost to you or high schools, and
using the online system is completely optional for
your teachers and counselor. When you create an
account on the Common App Online, you must first
indicate what high school you attend. Once this
information has been saved, you can access a

No. In order to maintain the Common App
Online as a free service to students and high
schools, all tech support is provided via a much
more cost-efficient email system.
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent
that is so meaningful they believe their application would be
incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share
your story. (No change)
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be
fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a
challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what
did you learn from the experience? (Revised)
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief
or idea. What prompted you thinking? What was the outcome?
4. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to
solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an
ethical dilemma – anything that is of personal importance, no
matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps
you took or could be taken to identify a solution (No change).
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked
a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself
or others. (Revised)
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it
makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you?
What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? (New)
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one
you’ve already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or
one of your own design. (new)
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Most PRIVATE schools will request a Letter of
Recommendation from your counselor and up to two
academic teachers.

Teacher Recommendations
Ask a teacher from either your Junior or Senior
year in a subject that you did well in, or in a subject
that you may be majoring in. Do not choose a
Freshman, Sophomore or Middle School teacher.
Colleges are interested in how you have matured
intellectually and your performance in higher level
academic courses. Complete the information on the
Teacher recommendation form. Complete your brag
sheet and place in a manila envelope. On the outside
use the form available on the school’s website and
indicate the date the application is due, the school and
whether or not the school is on the Common
Application
 Counselors Recommendation:

Your counselor will send the following
information with the Secondary School Report
forms:

High School Transcript (see below*)

School Profile

A letter of recommendation

You are responsible for submitting the
following:




(Secondary School Report/School
Report)
If requesting a counselor to send a
recommendation and/or secondary school report to a
college or university, please observe the following:
1. Complete the Student Brag Sheet or a
resume. The more information you give, the more
complete your recommendation can be. Be sure and
fill in your SAT scores and your GPA.
2. Complete the top portion of the Secondary
School Report (or School Report) available on line
through the Common Application or on the schools
application website.
3. If letters of rec. are not submitted on line
(all common app letters are submitted on line) then
provide your teacher/counselor a stamped legal sized
envelope addressed to the college or university.
4. Watch your deadlines closely. Give all
paperwork to the counselor at least two weeks prior
to the deadline. If your recommendations are due
between Dec. 15th and Jan. 1st, you must submit them
no later than Dec 1st.





Your application and application fee to your
school before the due date
Your official test scores sent directly from
College Board (SAT) or ACT to the college
*Transcripts. Transcript request form found
at front desk. ($5/transcript - $10 for all
common app transcripts).
The Counselor
recommendation can not be submitted on-line
through the common app without a transcript
attached. UC’s and CSU’s do not require
transcripts
unless
individual
schools
specifically request them after the application is
received.
Your Letter of Recommendation requests,
given to your teachers and counselor in a timely
fashion with a stamped envelope addressed to
the college (if not being sent on line). Give
each teacher and counselor a copy of your Brag
Sheet and the teacher recommendation form or
Secondary School Report (counselor).
Mid -Year Report. Some schools and ALL
Common Application schools will request a
Mid -Year Report (request for your 1st semester
grades). Your counselor will send all Common
App midyear reports automatically. If your
school is NOT on the common app and requires
a mid-year report, download and complete the
top of the form, submit it to your counselor,
and submit a transcript request form for each
school that requires the report.

REMEMBER! UC’S and CSU’s DO NOT
REQUEST, nor will they accept Letters of
Recommendation. PLEASE do not ask a teacher
or counselor for a Letter of Recommendation
unless a school specifically requests it. Not only are
you respecting your teacher’s time taken to write your
letter (it’s like writing 30 essays in a month!), but the
ability to follow application instructions helps you in
the application process and decisions!!
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INFORMATION FOR COLLEGE/SCHOLARSHIP RECOMMENDATION LETTERS
(SENIOR BRAG SHEET)
NAME

Phone #

Please type on your computer or print clearly. Make many copies to give to others.
HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: Please list your high school activities, including clubs, teams, and student
government. Circle the grades in which you participated, and indicate any leadership positions on the right.
1.

9 10 11 12

2.

9 10 11 12

3.

9 10 11 12

4.

9 10 11 12

5.

9 10 11 12

6.

9 10 11 12

AWARDS: Please list any special awards (academic and non-academic) that you have received and the year
you received them.

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Please list your volunteer work. Be specific. Include a description of your
involvement in the organization (time spent, responsibilities, etc.).

WORK EXPERIENCE: Please describe any jobs that you have had since entering high school. Include the
average amount of time that you have worked at each job.

OTHER ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL: Please describe other activities such as travel, hobbies,
special lessons, and classes from other institutions... (Remember to state the year of participation.) Other
examples would be Scouts, sibling child care, performing arts, etc. You can add a sheet of paper if you need
more room.

TEST SCORES:

SAT Reasoning Critical Reading
ACT

Math
GPA
unweighted

Writing
GPA
weighted

SAT Subject Tests
Subject Area

Score
Score _____________
________________________________ Score _____________
33

What is your anticipated college major?
To which colleges do you intend to apply and what is their specific appeal?

Are you first in the family to attend college? Circle Yes

No

What colleges have members of your family (parents, brother, sisters) attended?

What academic area interests you most? Why?

What adjectives would you use to describe yourself?

What is your greatest character strength?

Describe a moment of accomplishment that gave you a feeling of success.

Have you had a life-changing experience? If so, please explain. Examples: death of a family member, life
altering illness, moving far from your home, etc.

Add any other information that you think would be helpful to someone writing a letter of recommendation
about you. (Enthusiasm, distinguishing characteristics not including above, evidence of independence, etc.).
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THE COLLEGE ESSAY
The essay is one of the most important components of the college application.
The essay should:
 Tell a story only you can tell.
 Show passion.
 Be thoughtful and reflective.
 Allow the reader to share your experience.
 Be lively and sincere.
 Start with a small experience that will lead to the development of the real you.
 Be concise and direct.
 Use anecdotes

Do's and Don’ts
Do watch your grammar.

Don't use exclamation points.

Do write in an ACTIVE voice.

Don't mistake a list for an essay.

Do write to the question.

Don't use the same essay for everyone.

Do proofread and edit.

Don't rely on spell check.

Do stick to your topic.

Don't wander.

The Four C's of Writing a College Essay
A good college application asks as many questions as necessary for the admissions committee to gain a complete
understanding of each candidate. All college essay questions, no matter how they are worded, ask the same basic
thing -- who are you, and what makes you different from all those other qualified applicants they must consider.
The essay gives you the opportunity to describe why you are someone special.

To write a distinctive essay, you should be:
 Creative. Write in an engaging, interesting manner. Use anecdotes, bits of dialogue and humor, but don't
forget structure. Grab the reader's attention in the first paragraph. Use the last paragraph to tie the essay
together.
 Concise. Be brief. The best essays are not necessarily long ones. Long, tedious essays tend to make
admissions officers impatient.
 Casual. College essays aren't formal exercises. The tone should be casual, but not chatty.
 Careful. Make sure the essay is grammatically correct as well as properly spelled and punctuated.

Topics to Avoid
Although you will have a choice about what to write about in your essay, there are certain topics that you should try
to avoid. You should not write about:









Your relationship with your boyfriend or girlfriend.
Your political beliefs (this does not include working for a political candidate).
The evils of drugs or the pleasures of drugs.
Sex.
How much you like to party.
A topic you think would appeal to the reader, but does not appeal to you.
Anything that reveals you to be a poor student who does not like to study.
The importance of a college education.
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COLLEGE INTERVIEW
(Notes from Interviewer of Eastern School Interviewer)
Remember---the interviewer has NO information on
you –no Brag Sheet, no transcript, no Test Scores.
You are completely selling yourself to this person…..so
you want to come prepared and ready to brag! Your
appearance is the first impression the interviewer will
have of you----no jeans, tennis shoes, no inappropriate
or suggestive clothing (low riders, earrings for boys are
NOT APPROPRIATE!). You do not need to wear a
suit, but nice pants and a collared shirt. For girls, nice
pants outfit or a dress would be appropriate.

Some likely questions:
1. Student and Family Background – Where have
you grown up? Parent’s occupations or interests?
Information about brothers and sisters and
Colleges attended by family members.
2. Academic Background. WHY did you choose
your academic program? Tell about the honors
or advanced placement courses. Is your course
load demanding according to classes offered at
your school? Realizing that most students who
are applying to a competitive college will have
excellent academic backgrounds, is there
anything you can tell that will differentiate your
program from other students? College level
courses? Summer programs? Concentrate on
WHY you chose those classes. Why choose AP
US History—great teacher?
Love History?
NEVER, NEVER say “because it would look
good on my transcript!”
3. Extracurricular involvement.
Activities,
Travel and Work Experience. The information
which will be of most assistance to the
Admissions Committees will not be a listing of
activities, but an understanding of the
significance of a student’s extracurricular
involvement and the level of interest a student
has had in these activities. Have your activities
or achievements been above average or attracted
local or national recognition? Leadership roles
are extremely important here. You especially
want to relate how your outside activities will be

continued on the College campus. Note your
intended contribution to extracurricular activities
at the college. Research the name of a certain
group, e.g. if looking for a singing group—know
the name of the group that you would try out for.
Also, if you would be writing for the paper, know
the name of the paper!
4. Academic Interest. What major have you
chosen? What academic or career interests do
you have and how did these interests develop? If
you are applying to a certain College within the
school, why did you choose that College?
Emphasize how school will help you grow and
achieve your goals. Don’t answer that you chose
it “because it was a good school,” but because of
specific reasons that will help you achieve your
goals. You can talk about internships, strength of
the program with examples (certain professors or
courses of study within your major). Show how
interests are grounded on a good understanding of
the field or vocation or on careful research.
5. College Choice. The interviewer may want a
better understanding of how you chose that
school. What criteria are important to you, e.g.
interested in Foreign Service or Political Science---school is noted for these majors. Wanted east
coast, wanted Jesuit (or religious, etc), wanted
big city, etc.
6. Exposure to the School. Show how you have
made contact with the school through school
visits, attendance at College Rep meetings,
possibly were at the school for a summer
program. Show a CONNECTION between you
and what you’ve done and why the fit would be
so good. How will the school help you achieve
your overall goals? Do not say – “I chose you
because I needed a safety school, or the Ivies
were too hard, so thought I would have a better
chance getting into here, etc.” Be knowledgeable
about unique school programs. Show you have
done your homework and that you KNOW
about the school and why it would be a perfect
match for what you are looking for in a school.
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FRESHMAN
MONTH-TO-MONTH CALENDAR



YEAR LONG: Continue involvement in activities on and off campus!
NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Begin and continue a
thorough self-examination
of your abilities, interests,
academic motivation and
future goals.

Take PSAT at SBHS
education available; twoPlan and become involved in
year colleges, four-year
extracurricular activities
which reflect strong
colleges, universities,
academic personal interests
professional schools.
and which can provide
information about a
  Keep up your grades.
potential career or study or
special talent. Genuine and
intensive involvement in one
activity means more than
token participation in a
dozen clubs.

FEBRUARY

MARCH


 Investigate the kinds of

APRIL


 Visit nearby College
Put forth your best effort.
Check College Center for
campuses whenever possible
Improvement counts.
College Summer Programs.
and talk to students in
college, especially those
 Plan a challenging program.  Consider taking a college
going through the
Colleges look for indications
level course through a
application process. Study
that each student has tried to
summer program or a
catalogs for the different
take the strongest schedule
community college.
kinds of requirements,
possible. Investigate the
which may have to be met.
opportunities for placement
in honors/advanced
placement classes.

DECEMBER

JANUARY

 Keep studying! Finals are
coming!

Create a 4-year plan based
on abilities choose the most
challenging courses
available.


 Start a checklist of
personal preferences in
selecting colleges: size,
location, etc.

 First semester finals.


First set of grades---how did
you do? Plan to make up
any D or F grade in summer
School

Good luck!

MAY

JUNE

 Keep studying – Finals are
coming!!

Do well in your finals.

SUMMER
 Consider:
- Community Service
- Summer School
- Enrichment classes
.
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SOPHOMORE
MONTH-TO-MONTH CALENDAR
YEAR LONG: Continue involvement in activities on and off campus!
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER





 Maintain good grades.
UC and Cal State determine
GPA based on Sophomore
and Junior grades.

 Take PSAT at SBHS
 Use College Center to
Good practice for next year
investigate colleges using
when you will be eligible
computer search programs.
for the National Merit
 Sign up to hear
Scholarship competition.

College Reps.

 Become involved in
extracurricular or community
 Sign up to hear
service activities.
College Reps.

NOVEMBER

 Use on-line
organizers/planners at
www.californiacolleges.edu
(linked to CSU application)

DECEMBER

JANUARY

 Evaluate quarter grades.
Set new goals if need.

Use College Center to
investigate colleges using
computer search programs.

 PSAT results received
 Take Career Assessment.
o Take free SAT/ACT
practice tests on-line to
see which test is better
suited for you.
o Register with Khan
Academy
www.khanacademy.org
for free test prep./

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

 Continue studying.

 Visit colleges if possible.

 Register for June SAT
 Consider a summer course
Subject Tests in academic
or program. Make wise use
subjects you may complete
of your summer.
this year (chemistry, physics,
 Plan for finals and projects
etc.)
due.
 Evaluate quarter grades. Set
new goals if needed.





MAY


JUNE


 Take SAT Subject Test if
appropriate. E.g. Biology,
World History, Chemistry,
completing class in:

SUMMER


Consider:
Community Service
Summer School
 Enrichment classes at
Community College
 Sports programs
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JUNIOR
MONTH-TO-MONTH CALENDAR
YEAR LONG: Continue involvement in activities on and off campus!
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

Start investigating college on
the web.
 Attend college rep
presentations in College Center.
Plan next two year's extracurricular and community
service activities.
 Be sure to have your Social
Security Number.
Register for SAT Language
Tests with Listening
component.

 Take PSAT at SBHS to be
eligible for national Merit
Scholarship competition.
 Study hard! Aim for A or B
grade point average.
 Start a personal file updating
information for your brag sheet.
 Attend college rep
presentations in College Center.
 Acquaint yourself with
resources at your school.
 Attend Junior Parent Night.

 Keep grades up.
Improvement counts.
 Take SAT Language Tests
With Listening if
appropriate.
 Begin research on specific
colleges. Read college
guides and catalogs in the
College Center.
 Continue to use and update
on-line organizers/planners.

 Study Hard!
 Receive results of
PSAT/NMSQT. Use results
to study for SAT.
 Evaluate quarter grades.
Set new goals if needed.

 Consider and research
colleges. Go to
www.collegeboard.com
and take their Advanced
College Search
 Using PSAT results, begin
to narrow range of colleges
and study for the SAT.
 First chance to take SAT.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

 See counselor and continue
to research and narrow field.
 Register for SAT/ACT.
 Begin to prepare for SAT or
ACT.
 Plan a challenging Senior
Program.
 Research opportunities in
College Center: i.e. Choices
Career Search.
www.californiacolleges.edu.

 Research interesting and
challenging summer courses,
job or volunteer activity.
 Narrow list of colleges to
5-8. Have safety, target and
reach schools.
 Begin college visits to
nearby colleges.
 Register for SAT or ACT if
you plan to take in May.

 SAT or ACT.
 Plan interesting and
challenging summer.
 Write letters of intent to the
service academies.
 Evaluate quarter grades.
Set new goals if needed.

 SAT or ACT.
 Students who will be
applying Early Decision or
Early Action must complete all
testing by the end of Junior year
or by October of Senior year.
 AP exams.
 Attend Greater Los
Angeles National College Fair.
Use Scholarship Search
programs www.fastweb.com to
investigate scholarships
available to you as a Senior.

 ACT/SAT/ or Subject tests.
 Arrange College tours for
summer. Call Admissions
office of schools to set up tours
and interviews.
 Update activities for brag
sheet.
SUMMER
 Visit colleges, take tours
and have interviews.
 Review for SAT.
 Refine your college list.
 Extra curricular activities.
.
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SENIOR
MONTH-TO-MONTH CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

 Meet with counselor.
 Register early for ACT/SAT
Language Test with Listening
component given in Nov.
 Finalize college list (6 - 8).
 Consider applying for Early
Decision or Early Action.
 Use on-line organizers.
 Organize list of essays and
outline or re-write.
 Get off to a good start
academically.
 Complete "brag sheet" for
letters of recommendation.

 Take ACT or SAT. Last
month to take if applying
EA/ED
 Work on college essays.
 Plan college visits and.
 Check for local college
fairs and attend college rep
presentations in College Center.
 Ask for teacher
recommendations.
 If applying for early
decision, complete your
application now.
 Sign up for SAT
for November/December.
 CSU application period
begins (Oct. 1- Nov. 30).
If applying to Private
Colleges that require the Profile
form for financial aid, register
now at www.collegeboard.com

 SAT
 Send Early Decision or Early
Action applications.
 Submit secondary
school/counselor evaluation
forms (don't forget stamped
addressed envelopes!)
 Fill out form at the front
desk to have transcripts sent to
colleges that request them. Do
NOT send to UC’s or CSU’s
unless requested after application
is processed. .
 Evaluate 1st quarter grades.
 Application filing period for
UC begins. - Nov. 1st - 30th. UC
and CSU applications due Nov.
30. Attend UC & CSU
application workshops.
 Last month to take SAT tests
for SDSU and SLO

 Last chance to take ACT or
SAT. Send scores to schools.
Send scores to NCAA (9999) if
applicable.
 Finish all draft applications
and essays - go over with
counselor, teacher or parent.
 Transfer finished draft onto
real applications.
 All teacher recommendations
(submit stamped envelopes!) by
December 1st if January 1st-15th
deadline.
 If you applied for Early
Decision, you should hear by
now.
 Keep up your grades. Your
7th Semester transcript is very
important, as your class standing
is re-determined at this time.
 Check the Bulletin for
scholarship information.

 Attend Financial Aid
workshop
 FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid)
available at
www.fafsa.ed.gov .
Filing period January 1 –
March 2. GPA Verification
Form for Cal Grants due
March 2.
 Submit mid-year grade
reports from colleges to
Counseling Office.
 Send special talent
documentation or extra
information.
 Keep working on your
grades. Courses continue to
count throughout senior year.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

 Check that college has
 Send any new materials or
received official SAT/ACT
information to colleges.
scores
 You should receive
 Check that colleges have al
FAFSA Student Aid
l necessary financial aid
Report (SAR). Make any
papers.
necessary changes and
 Enjoy your final year in high
return. Add more schools
school, but don't catch
to the report at this time if
senioritis!
you are applying to more
 Complete financial aid forms
than 10.
by due date.
Take advantage of on-sit

 All colleges should have
 AP Exams
responded.
 Make final college decision.
 Decide where you wish to go
Send deposit by May 1.
to college.
 Remember, you may only
 If you are on a wait list,
respond "yes" to one school.
write "appeal letter" and send
Don't risk having your
any supporting material you
acceptance revoked for
can - ask teachers and
"double dipping".
coaches to help you.
 Take advantage of on-site

 Request final transcript to be
sent to your college.
 Graduation!
 Have a great summer!
JULY
 Look for information from
the college about housing,
roommates, orientation, etc.
SUMMER
Enjoy yourself - you deserve it!
Pack for college, leave home for
your new home - have a great
freshman year!
GOOD LUCK!
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NCAA
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY
Overview
High school athletics can serve both as a tool to obtain funding for college and as a vehicle to gain entry into very
prestigious institutions. Beginning with the class of 2008 in order to be considered for an athletic scholarship, you must
have a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 in 16 core college preparatory courses. (See chart following). .
These are minimum requirements and many collegiate athletic programs have more stringent requirements. In order to
use athletics as a vehicle to gain entry into prestigious colleges and universities, you must not only be a very good
athlete, but also be competitive in grade point and college entry tests (i.e. SAT and ACT). Athletics, music and
performing arts can give one an edge in the fierce competition to get into highly sought after schools.

NCAA Regulations
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is the governing body that regulates participation in all of its
member schools. Although there is another group called the NAIA (National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics)
that oversees its own member schools, the institutions in the NCAA far outnumber those in the NAIA. The NCAA
Eligibility Center, located at 700 W. Washington Street P.O. Box 7136, Indianapolis, Indiana 46207-7136 (Customer
Service: 877/262-1492 M-F 8 am-6 pm Eastern time) www.eligibilitycenter.org makes available to high school
athletes publications that explain the recruitment process of scholarship athletes. The most relevant publication from
the NCAA is the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student Athlete. that is available at
www.ncaapublications.com.
Division I is the most competitive with Division II being less competitive. Division III does not provide scholarships in
sports. Competitive refers not necessarily to the quality of the program but rather to the amount of scholarships that a
school may offer in that sport. However, it can be assumed that schools that offer a greater number of scholarships have
a greater number of exceptional athletes.
It is important to read the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student Athlete since it details the recruiting process.
It explains how the process is regulated and what those regulations are. It can be quite complicated and the studentathlete must accept responsibility for following correct recruiting protocol. The student-athlete cannot use ignorance as
an excuse when questions of improper recruiting are raised; information on the rules is readily available and it is the
athlete's responsibility to become familiar with them. Noncompliance will jeopardize athletic eligibility should you or
your coach violate recruiting regulations.

NCAA Eligibility Center
Every recruited athlete must have a form on file from the NCAA Eligibility Center. This form is available on line at
www.eligibilitycenter.org.Copies of the transcript release form should be signed and given to your high school counselor.
Questions should be referred to the Athletic Director, coach or counselor. The Eligibility Center will only accept
official transcripts sent via US mail or overnight delivery from the high school. Faxed transcripts will not be accepted
or used to certify a student-athlete’s initial eligibility status.
Toll-free number: 877-262-1492
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Questions and Answers About the Eligibility Center

What Happens to Your Completed Student Release Form?
1.

4.

Official
Transcript

When you complete the Student
Release Form, send the original
(white) copy to the Eligibility
Center with your fee payment or
waiver.

2.
Give the yellow & pink copies (or
photocopies) of the form to officials at
EACH high school you attended. This
form authorizes each school to send your
academic transcript, including test scores,
proof of graduation and other academic
information directly to the Clearinghouse.

School officials will send the
yellow copy of the student release
Form to the Clearinghouse with an
official copy of your transcript.
The yellow copy facilitates the
matching of the transcript to your
Clearinghouse file.

3.
School officials will retain the pink
copy for their files.

Why do I need to register and be certified?
If you intend to participate in Division I or II athletics as a freshman in college, you must be registered with and be
certified as eligible by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. Refer to page 45 to determine the initial-eligibility
standards that apply to you. Please note that initial-eligibility certification pertains only to whether you meet the
NCAA requirements for participation as a freshman in Division I or II athletics and has no bearing on your admission to
a particular Division I or II institution.
When should I register?
You should apply for certification after your junior year in high school if you are sure you wish to participate in
intercollegiate athletics as a freshman at a Division I or II institution. If you fail to submit all required documents, your
incomplete file will be discarded after three years, requiring you to pay a new fee if certification is requested.
Is there a deadline to register?
There is no deadline to register with the clearinghouse; however, you must be certified before receiving an athletics
scholarship, practicing and competing at a Division I or II institution.
How do I register?
On-line at www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org
What if I have attended more than one high school?
If you have attended multiple high schools since ninth grade, you must have an official transcript from each school.
These transcripts can either come from each school or the high school from which you are graduating. The transcripts
must come by mail directly from the high school (not from the student).
Are standardized test scores required?
Qualifying test scores are required for participation at both Division I and Division II colleges. If you intend to
participate at either a Division I or II school, the test scores may be included with your official high-school transcript or
be sent directly to the clearinghouse from the testing agency.
How can I arrange for my scores to be sent directly from the testing agency?
When you register to take the ACT or the SAT, you can mark code 9999 so that the clearinghouse will be one of the
institutions receiving your scores; or alternatively, you can submit a request (and fee) for an “Additional Score Report”
to the appropriate testing agency by indicating code 9999 on your request form
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What will the clearinghouse provide to the colleges that are recruiting me?
The clearinghouse will send your eligibility status to any Division I or II college that requests it. Please note that the
clearinghouse will not send your eligibility information at your request; rather, the college must make the request for
that information. Additionally, if no member institution requests your eligibility status, a final certification decision
may not be processed.

DIVISION 1 ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
In order to be classified a "qualifier," you're required to:
•

Graduate from high school

• Successfully complete a core curriculum of at least 16
academic courses as follows:

Division 1 Qualifier Index
ACT

SAT

Core GPA

sum of scores

2.500 & above

68

820

2.475

69

830

2.450

70

840-850

2 years

2.425

70

860

2 years

2.400

71

860

Additional academic courses (in English, mathematics
or natural/physical science)
1 year

2.375

72

870

2.350

73

880

4 years

2.325

74

890

2.300

75

900

2.275

76

910

2.250

77

920

2.225

78

930

2.200

79

940

A "partial qualifier" is eligible to practice with a team at its
home facility and receive an athletics scholarship during
his or her first year at a Division I school and then has
three seasons of competition remaining.

2.175

80

950

2.150

80

960

2.125

81

960

2.100

82

970

A partial qualifier may earn a fourth year of competition,
provided that at the beginning of the fifth academic year
following the student-athlete's initial, full-time collegiate
enrollment, the student-athlete has received a
baccalaureate degree.

2.075

83

980

2.050

84

990

2.025

85

1000

2.000

86

1010

ACT

SAT

English .................................................................. 4 years
Mathematics (Algebra 1 or higher)

3 years

Natural or physical science (including at least one
laboratory course, if offered by the high school)

Social Science

Additional core courses


Have a core-course grade-point average (based on a
maximum of 4.000) and a combined score on the SAT
verbal and math sections or a sum score on the ACT based
on the qualifier index scale. The writing section for the
SAT and ACT is not required.

In order to be classified a "partial qualifier", you have not
met the requirements for a qualifier but you're required to:
• Graduate from high school.
• Successfully complete a core curriculum of at least 16
academic courses in the appropriate core areas.
• Present a core-course grade-point average (based on a
maximum of 4.000) and a combined score on the SAT
verbal and math sections or a sum score on the ACT based
on the partial qualifier index scale.

Partial Qualifier Index
Core GPA

2.750 & above

sum of scores

59

720

2.725

59

730

2.700

60

730

2.675

61

740-750

2.650

62

760

2.625

63

770

2.600

64

780

2.575

65

790

2.550

66

800

2.525

67

810
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“Money for College”
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EXPLANATION OF FINANCIAL AID
The first and most important thing to learn about
financial aid is the source of this aid. Unless you
understand who is offering the money and the
conditions and limitations on the aid that is offered,
you will fail to receive the help to which you are
entitled.

January 1st. Each school has their own deadline, so
check with each one that you are applying to. When
listing schools that you are applying to, make sure
that you list the most expensive California School
first so that you will be linked with your Cal Grant
application to be eligible for Cal Grants is eligible.

California students have five important sources of
financial aid:

The federal government (such as Pell
Grants)

The State of California (such as Cal Grants)

University Grants and Scholarships

Loans

Work Study
Financial aid is dispersed in three ways:

Grant Aid (which you do not have to
pay back),

Loans (which you do have to repay), and

Work Aid (part-time jobs while
attending school).
Financial aid is based on the amount a family is
expected to pay for college, called the Expected
Family Contribution (EFC). This amount is based
on the family’s income and assets, the number of
children in college, and family size. If you take the
costs of going to college (COA – Costs of
attendance), which includes tuition, fees, room and
board, travel expenses, books, supplies, and personal
expenses, and subtract from this amount your
Expected Family Contribution, you will determine
your Financial Aid Eligibility. You can calculate an
estimate of your EFC at www.FAFSA4caster.com

After you submit your FAFSA, you will receive a
Student Aid Report (SAR) which summarizes the
information you submitted on the FAFSA and
presents your Expected Family Contribution. The
colleges you have designated on your FAFSA form
will also receive this information. Make any
corrections at this time. If you used estimated tax
numbers on your FAFSA submission, now is the
time to submit your current year’s tax information.
Also, if you have more than the number of schools
allotted on the original FAFSA, you may delete
these schools and add additional ones at this time. .

Cost of attendance (COA)
- Expected Family Contribution (EFC)_
= Financial Aid Eligibility (Need)

THE FAFSA FORM
To apply for need based aid, you must fill out the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and get a PIN number. Complete your
FAFSA form online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. To
complete the FAFSA form, you must also get a PIN,
a personal identification number, which allows you
to sign the FAFSA form electronically. Both the
student and one parent will need a pin number. The
PIN will allow you to sign your FAFSA, check the
status of your form, make corrections, and complete
online yearly renewals of your FAFSA. You must
renew your FAFSA each year.
There is no
automatic renewal. You may begin filling out the
form after

THE FAFSA must be completed in order to be eligible
for any other aid since all aid is based on the financial
information submitted in your FAFSA form.

CAL GRANTS - California State Grants
www.csac.ca.gov/
Cal Grant’s are awarded to California residents that
will be attending a California school. The FAFSA
form will determine financial eligibility to receive
this grant and the GPA Verification Form
determines merit eligibility based on your Cal Grant
GPA. Cal Grants do not need to be paid back.
Types of grants: (*amounts subject to yearly change.
Please check the website at for latest figures)

CAL GRANT A:
• Serves students from low and middle-income
families
• Eligibility based on 3.0 and higher GPA &
financial need
• Can be paid for up to 4 yrs of full-time study
• Student's program of study must be 2 years or
more in length
• Tuition/fee awards are for CSU $5472, for UC
$12,240 and for Private. $9048
CAL GRANT B:
• Serves students from disadvantaged
backgrounds and low-income families
• Determined by
GPA must be at least 2.0
Family Income
Family size
Parents' educational level
Household status
• Only entering freshmen are eligible
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•

Pays subsistence amounts to $1,656 for all
recipients, new and renewal. Cal Grant A may
be added in years 2-4.
• Can be granted for up to 4 yrs of full-time study
CAL GRANT C:
• Serves students pursuing a vocationally oriented
program of study
• Eligibility based on financial need, GPA, and
Cal Grant C Supplement
• Program of study length minimum of 4 months
and maximum of 2 years
• Pays tuition up to $2,462 and books and supplies
up to $547 per year.

HOW TO APPLY FOR A CAL GRANT
** In 2016, GPA verification forms will be
submitted electronically.
Calculating the Cal Grant GPA:
Cal Grant GPA’s are determined by using the
student’s 10th and 11th unweighted grades only. All
grades are used (including Religion, Computers
and Health) in the calculation with the exception
of PE. If a student has repeated a D or F grade in
summer school, the repeated grade only is used in
the GPA calculation.
GPA Verification Form**
(**2016 – this form will be submitted
electronically through St. Bernard’s)
Once you have submitted your FAFSA form and
have received your Student Aid Report (SAR),
you may create a WebGrant to check on the status of
your Cal Grant, make changes, or correspond with
Commission staff. Create your account at:
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/logon.asp
Call Center: 888224-7268
E-Mail: studentsupport@csac.ca.gov
To check on your Cal Grant award (after FAFSA
and Student Aid Report (SIR) have been
submitted go to:
www.webgrants4students.org

Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wyoming

CSS PROFILE
The CSS PROFILE is the financial aid application
service of the College Board and is required by
many private colleges. It is used by many member
colleges for non-federal student aid. This form can
be filled out online at
www.collegeboard.com/profile. This form must be
completed and sent to each college that requires it in
order to receive any financial aid from that
institution. For private schools, the scholarships and
grants generated from the information on the
PROFILE form will make up any financial aid gap
in your award. Without submitting this document,
you will be ineligible to receive any institutional aid
from the college. Deadlines vary, so go on line and
determine when the deadlines are for your school.
You may submit as early as October. . To get a list
of colleges that requires the CSS PROFILE go to
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/PXRemot
ePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServl
et.srv

SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships may be NEED BASED (student has
financial need) or MERIT BASED (financial need
is not a factor). The two most common factors
considered in granting scholarships are GPA and
Community Service. Students do not necessarily
need to have an "A" grade point average to apply.
Juniors scoring in the top 98 percentile on the PSAT
(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test) in October
will automatically be placed in competition for
National Merit Scholarships.
Freshmen,
Sophomores and Juniors all take the PSAT at St.
Bernard’s in October.
Many scholarships are granted directly from the
colleges, and scholarship application may be part of
the college admission process. Some are based on
merit, some on need.

WUE (Western Undergraduate Exchange scholarship)

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

WUE allows students from western states to enroll
in participating schools from the following states to
enroll at a reduced tuition rate equal to 150% of
resident tuition. Please check the schools website to
see any restrictions to awarding the scholarship.
States participating in WUE:

Scholarships from companies and organizations are
available throughout the year. Most scholarships are
for seniors that will be attending a two or four year
college. There is a link on the SBHS website to
many of these scholarships. Scholarships on the site
are listed by due date beginning with September are
listed by due date.
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SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS
(Fastweb Student bulletin) Scholarship Scams:
www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml

10 Scam Warning Signs
Several of these red flags could be an indication
that you’re dealing with a scholarship scammer:
1. Fees: Scammers use bogus fees such as
“application,” “disbursement,” “redemption,”
and “processing fees” as a way to take your
money. Scholarships should not require any
fees. Check out the free search at
www.fastweb.com
2. Credit card or bank account information
needed: Never give credit card or bank
account info to receive aid. If you have, call
your bank or credit card issuer immediately.
3. Scholarship guarantee: No one controls
judges’ decisions. Be wary of “high success
rates”, which often refer to award matches, not
award winners.
4. No work involved: Legitimate scholarship
applications require time and energy. No one
can complete them for you.
5. No contact information: Before you apply,
confirm the sponsor’s contact info. The
sponsor should supply a valid e-mail address,
phone number or mailing address (not a PO
box) upon request.
6. Unsolicited scholarship: If you are called to
receive an award for which you never applied,
be alert. Ask where the sponsor got your
name and number. Then follow up.
7. Pressure tactics: Don’t allow yourself to be
pressured into applying for a scholarship,
especially if the sponsor is asking you to pay
money up front.
8. Claims of “exclusive” scholarships:
Legitimate sponsors won’t restrict knowledge
about their award to a single service.
9. An official-sounding name or endorsement
doesn’t automatically mean legitimacy: A
sponsor may use words like “national,
“education” or “federal” or have an officiallooking seal, but might still be a scammer.
10. Your questions aren’t answered directly:
Can’t get a straight answer from a sponsor
regarding their application, what will be done
with your information (e.g. if it will be sent to
a third party) or other questions? Proceed
with caution.

Beware of companies that solicit you through
the mail or through “free” workshops at your
local library, etc. Below is a partial list of
companies that have sent solicitations to many
students:
Academic Financial Program
Academic Scholarship Resources
Achieving Success, Inc.
AIM (Academic Investment Money)
California Scholarship Foundation
Career Assistance Planning, Inc.
College Advantage
College Aid
College Admissions & Planning Advisory System
(C.A.P.A.)
College Assistance Services, Inc.
College Financial Aid Services of America College
Financial Aid Services, Inc.
College Fund, The
College Funding Group
College Partnership, The
College Planning Center, L.P., The
College Resource Management, Inc
College Scholarship Services, The
CorRich Enterprises
DECO Consulting
Easley National Scholarship Program
Edifi
Educational Assistance Council
Fame Marketing and Associates
Fafsa.com (the real FAFSA website is
www.fafsa.ed.gov and is free
Graduate Fund, The
Graduate Financial Assistance Plan
Luz
Miss Teen of America Program
National Academy of American Scholars
National Alliance of Scholastic Achievement
National College Registration Board
National Research Center for College and
University Admissions
National Scholarship Foundation
National Scholarship Survey
National Society of High School Scholars
National Student Financial Aid
Olin L. Livesay Scholarship Fund
Orphans International
Paragon Foundation of California
P.T.A. Services
Student Financial Advisory
Supreme Council of the Royal Arcanium
United States Achievement Academy
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Student Aid Report (SAR)
Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
FastWeb Student Bulletin
Student Aid Report (SAR) Intro:
After completing your Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA), you should receive your SAR in 1-3 days if
you filed electronically or 2-3 weeks if you filed a paper
version. Check immediately for:
 EFC (on upper right of page 1)
o Any mistakes or errors
What is the Student Aid Report?
The Student Aid Report (often referred to as the SAR) is a
summary of the information you entered on the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The SAR
also notifies you of your Expected Family Contribution
(EFC, see box on right) and if you are eligible for a Pell
Grant.
Why is the SAR important?
Your SAR is the form that tells you how much student aid
you are eligible to receive from the federal government, and
how much your family will be expected to pay.
What happens after I receive my SAR?
Immediately check for any mistakes or errors. Any colleges
you listed on your FAFSA will also receive a copy of your
SAR. Notify your prospective school’s aid office
immediately to make corrections. A delay could mean less
aid.
What if I don’t receive my SAR?
Call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) if you do not
receive your SAR in 3-4 weeks.
When do I receive my aid?
Once your prospective colleges review your SAR and verify
your eligibility, they will each construct an aid package and
send an award letter. You do not need to accept all of the
aid that’s offered to you; accept only the aid you want.

4. EFC, Other info: EFC is listed again along
with other information, such as issues
affecting your aid eligibility
5. Summary of loans: As a high school student,
you probably do not have any loans yet. If
you haven’t taken out any loans, the totals
should read zero (0).
6. FAFSA summary: Review the summary.
Make corrections or changes in the spaces
provided. You can also make changes online
at www.fafsa.ed.gov
7. SAR information Acknowledgement: A
summary of your FAFSA. If any information
is wrong, financial or otherwise, you can
correct it on the SAR online.
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) Intro: The EFC is
the amount your family will be expected to pay based on
your situation. It should be on page 1 of your SAR
How is the EFC calculated? The US Department of
Education uses the Federal Methodology (FM) to calculate
your aid eligibility. The FM takes into account: your
family’s income, the number of family members (in college
or not), net value of assets and your enrollment status,
among other factors.
Why is there an asterisk next to my EFC? It means that
you have been selected for verification and must provide
documents to you prospective college(s) to verify the
information submitted on the FAFSA. About 1 in 3 are
selected. If there is no asterisk, you have not been selected.
What should I do if I was selected for verification? If
your college asks for verifying documents, send them as
soon as possible to avoid a delay in the aid process.

What if I find mistakes on my SAR?
*Inform your prospective college(s) financial aid office of
any mistakes. Here is how to make corrections:
On the Web using your PIN: Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov and
under “FAFSA Follow Up” click “Make Corrections to a
Processed FAFSA” You will be able to check off the items
you want to change and make corrections accordingly

SAR: What to Look For
1. Intro: Tracks the aid process for you. If there
is an asterisk next to your EFC, you have been
selected for verification.
2. Confidentiality info: Includes other formal
reminders
3.
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fastweb

Student Bulletin
Visit www.fastweb.com to search over 2.5 million scholarships!

Understanding Your Financial Aid Award Letter
Use this example as a guide to reading your financial aid award letter. Remember, you can choose to accept or
decline any part of your financial aid package. If you decide to decline, contact the Financial Aid Office. If you have
any questions, make sure to contact your prospective college’s aid office immediately.
Expenses (COA*):
Tuition:
Room/Board
Health Fees
Books/Supplies
Personal
Transportation
Total Expenses

Resources (EFC*):
Parents Contribution
From Earnings
From Assets
Students Contribution
Total Resources

$7,334
$5,204
$ 176
$1,015
$2,600
$ 910
$17,239

$2,500
$ 112
$ 500
$3,112

*Expected Family Contribution (EFC):
Amount your family is expected to contribute per year, determined by
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) results (e.g., EFC is
$3,112 (2,500 +112+500).

*Cost of Attendance (COA): The total expenses (tuition, fees, etc) of
one year’s education. Your college may also include indirect costs
(books, room and board, transportation, personal expenses, etc.). Our
example includes both direct and indirect expenses.

The amount you end up actually paying could differ from the EFC,
depending on what resources are available at your college.

Sample Award Letter Explained
Dear Student:
The results of your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) indicate that you are eligible for financial
assistance for the upcoming academic year. We are pleased to offer you the following financial aid award.
Awarded Financial Aid
Federal Pell Grant (free money)

Award
Pell Grant
Total Direct Loans
Direct Stafford Loan (Subsidized)
Direct Stafford Loan (Unsubsidized)
Total Financial Aid Package

Option to accept or decline each award

Fall
$ 625

Spring
$ 625

Accept

Decline





$1,500
$1,938

$1,500
$1,938







Total
$1,250
$6,876
$8,126

Federal Stafford Loan – Unsubsidized

Federal Stafford Loan – Subsidized

(Interest accrues immediately after loan is disbursed)

(Interest-free until 6 months after graduation when
repayment of interest & principle begins)

Sincerely,
Student Financial Services
What does this mean to you?
Cost of Attendance (COA)
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC)
Total Aid
Unmet Need
Jan/Feb 2010

$17,239
$ 3,112
$ 8,126
$ 6,001

You are responsible to pay for the “Unmet Need” total if
you choose to attend this school. If you have applied to
other schools, compare this financial aid award with the
others. Scholarships will always be the best way to meet
the costs of a college education. Remember to search for
scholarships at free websites like www.fastweb.com
High School Edition
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FINANCIAL AID CALENDAR FOR SENIOR YEAR
NECESSARY FORMS:
*CSS PROFILE
*FAFSA
*GPA VERIFICATION

•

$

Supplementary form required by most private colleges
available in October at www.collegeboard.com
Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Required by all
colleges. Available January 1st at www.fafsa.ed.gov .
Required if applying to a California college. Counselor will
provide forms and validate Cal Grant GPA based on 10th &
11th grades unweighted. For more info visit www.csac.ca.gov

September – October

Make sure that the name on your Social Security Card matches your birth certificate and name on your
transcript.. You may submit your FAFSA form at this time using “
• Some private colleges require additional information submitted through the CSS PROFILE form.
Forms may only be submitted on the web at: www.collegeboard.org. Check each school for individual
deadlines. May be submitted as early as October using estimated financial information from tax forms.
 The student and one parent must each apply for a PIN number if submitting a FAFSA on line at
www.pin.ed.gov . This serves as the parent and student’s electronic signature on the forms and is used
every year. Be sure to save in a safe place.
October 15 – FAFSA opens for those wishing to use prior-prior income tax reporting (see p. 52)

January
•
•

Financial Aid Night for Senior parents and students.
Submit your FAFSA in January if possible. Use your previous year’s tax returns to “estimate” the
current year numbers. DO NOT WAIT until the March deadline: Forms submitted early receive
earlier notification. Financial Aid moneys are given out as completed forms are received. A late
notification could mean a smaller award, as funds have already been dispersed. If applying for a Cal
Grant be sure to list a California school in your list of schools to receive FAFSA information in order to
qualify for a Cal Grant.

February
• If you are applying to a California school (UC, CSU or private), be sure and fill out the GPA
Verification Form, which can be obtained in the Guidance Office. Return to your counselor who will
verify your Cal Grant GPA and return the form to you. Mail with a Certificate of Mailing. Form is also
available at www.csac.ca.gov .

March – April
•
•
•

•

GPA Verification Forms (Cal Grant) due March 2.
FAFSA forms should be submitted no later than March 2 or you are at risk of not receiving aid other
than loans.
Students will receive an acknowledgment that the FAFSA form has been received. Check for accuracy
of submitted information on your Student Aid Report (SAR). Follow directions on the form in case of
error. After you have received your SAR, you can now establish a WebGrant by logging into
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov. This will give you information on the status of your Cal Grants.
If you qualify, a financial aid package will be offered to you with your admission to the college, before
the deadline for making a deposit to hold a space in the freshman class. All colleges require a
confirmation on May 1.
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FINANCIAL AID
RESOURCES

ON THE

INTERNET

FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES
www.fafsa.ed.gov
FAFSA on the Web

http://www.review.com
Princeton Review’s website

www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov
FAFSA4caster. Financial aid estimator that will provide
you with an estimate of your Expected Family
contribution (EFC).

http://www.collegefunding co.com
User-friendly guide to financial aid including estimators

www.finaid.org/calculators
Another website to calculate your EFC.
www.pin.ed.gov
Here students and parents can register for PINs to e-sign
the FAFSA
http://www/collegeboard.org
Expected Family Contribution /Scholarship search
http://www.finaid.org/
FinAid: The Financial Aid Information Page
http://www.salliemae.com/
Sallie Mae now includes CASHE (scholarship search) online, calculates to predict the “Estimated Family
Contribution” complete guide to need based aid.
http://www.fastweb.com/
Fast WEB (Financial Aid Search through the Web,
scholarship and college search)
http://www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/Student
The Student Guide
http://www.petersons.com/resources/finance.html
Peterson’s Education Center Financing Education

www.ed.gov/offices/OPE
Title IV College codes needed for financial aid
application
www.projectonstudentdebt.org
List of Colleges offering “no loan” financial aid packages.

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES
www.scholarsite.com
www.scholarships.com
www.meritaid.com
www.gocollege.com/financial-aid/scholarships
www.collegeplan.org
www.collegeispossible.org
www.mapping-your-future.org
www.brokescholar.com
www.collegescholarships.com
www.collegenet.com
www.nextstudent.com
To look for scholarships for minority students, go to:
www.gmsp.org
www.jackierobinson.org
www.aspira.org
www.hacu.net
www.inroads.org
www.scholarsite.com
http://www.collegescholarships.org/other-minorityscholarships.ht.
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PRIOR-PRIOR YEAR (Income Tax Reporting): WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES
Applying for financial aid is one of the most misunderstood—yet important—parts of the college
admission process
With changes coming to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA(, it’s doubly important to
understand the steps you must take to secure funds for college
Starting in Fall 2016:



Students will be able to file for aid beginning October 1—a full three months earlier than previously
allowed
And for the first time, applicants will use prior-prior year (PPY) tax information when reporting
personal and family income. Currently, the FAFSA uses the previous year’s tax data.

Familiarize yourself with the frequently asked questions below, and discuss the new financial aid process with
your counselor and college representatives.
Remember: Completing the FAFSA is essential for securing most types of financial aid for college. In addition
to federal grants and loans, many colleges, states, and scholarship programs use the form to assess eligibility for
their aid programs.
What do I need to do differently? To make sure you are in the running for financial aid



Complete the FAFSA using prior prior year tax returns (e.g. filing for the 2018-19 college school year,
use 2016 tax information)
File your FAFSA as soon as possible. The form becomes available October 1.

Who will be affected by the changes? The Class of 2017 will be the first high school cohort to file the FAFSA
on the new timeline using PPY tax data. All returning college students will also submit their applications
following the new procedure.
When should I complete the FAFSA? File the FAFSA as soon as you are able. The federal government awards
roughly $150 billion annually to college students through need-based grants, loans, and work-study funds. In
addition to determining your eligibility for federal student aid, many colleges and states use the FAFSA when
distributing grants. Money is limited in some instances, so don’t delay. If you file your application late, you run
the risk of finding out that certain funds – such as work-study awards—are already gone.
Will other college application deadlines move earlier into the fall? At this point, it’s too early to tell how or
whether changes to the FAFSA will affect the admission application process. What will remain the same is that
colleges may not set college application deadlines prior to October 15, nor can they require students to make an
enrollment decision prior to May 1 of their senior year (with the exception of Early Decision).
When will I learn my financial aid eligibility? Institutional and state deadlines for awarding aid will differ.
Hundreds of colleges and universities are expected to provide financial aid packages earlier than in previous
years. But not all schools will be on the same timeline. Despite having earlier access to students’ financial data,
colleges may need to estimate awards if state grant totals aren’t approved by legislatures in a timely fashion.
Additionally, many colleges don’t finalize tuition for the coming academic year until the spring, a critical piece of
information when estimating cost of attendance.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
UC DAVIS
Undergraduates: 24,420
University of California
Davis, CA 95616
530-752-2971
TDD 916-752-6446

UC SAN FRANCISCO
Graduate School
Does not accept Freshmen
University of California
San Francisco, CA 94143
415-476-9000

UC MERCED
Newest Campus
Undergraduates: 6,237
PO BOX 2039
Merced, CA 95344
866-270-7301

UC BERKELEY

UC SANTA CRUZ

Undergraduates: 27,126
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720
510-642-3175

Undergraduates: 15,550
University of California
Santa Cruz, CA 95064
831-459-4008

UC RIVERSIDE
Undergraduates: 16,280
University of California
Riverside, CA 92521
951-827-4531

UC SANTA BARBARA
Undergraduates: 23,051
University of California
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
805-893-2485

UC IRVINE
Undergraduates:21,952
University of California
Irvine, CA 92717
949-824-6703

UC LOS ANGELES
Undergraduates:26,556
University of California
Los Angeles, CA 90024
310-825-3101

UC SAN DIEGO
Undergraduates: 24,217
Univ. of California, San Diego
9500 Gilman Drive
La Jolla, CA 92093
858-534-4831 – Housing
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COURSES TO MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION:
https://doorways.ucop.edu/list/
SAINT BERNARD HIGH SCHOOL-(2016-2017)

a. History/Social Science – 2 years required
European History (AP) U S Government & Law,
U S Government and Politics, (AP), , U S History U S
History (AP) World History, World History (H)
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

b. English – 4 years required
English 1(H) & II (H), III(H), Composition, Eng.
9:World Literature, Eng. 3:American Lit., Eng. 10:
British Literature, Eng. 12:Rhetoric & Composition,
English Language (AP), English Literature (AP)
c. Mathematics – 3 yrs required, 4 yrs recommended

*Algebra 1, *Algebra 1 (H)*Algebra II,
*Algebra II/Trig (H) Calculus AB (AP)
*Geometry, *Geometry (H), Trig/PreCalculus,
Math Analysis/Calculus (H)
d. Laboratory Science – 2 yrs required,
3 yrs recommended
Lab Biology, Biology(AP), Lab Chemistry, Lab
Chemistry (H), Environmental Science (AP), Lab
Physics,

.

(Revised Annually)

f. Visual and Performing Arts – 1 year required
*Choir and Choral Performance, Dance 1,
Fundamentals of Dance, Dance II: Concepts &
Techniques, *Intro to Art and Art History, Advanced
Dance Performance, Drawing & Painting I, II, Studio
Art: Drawing (AP), Theatre Arts I.
g. College Prep Electives – 1 year required
2 semesters in addition to those required in “a-f”
above to be chosen from at least two of the following
subject areas: visual & performing arts, history/social
science, English, advanced Mathematics, laboratory
Science, language other than English (a 3rd year in the
language used for the “e” requirement or 2 years of
another language.)
Applied Economics, Economics (H), Physical
Science with Lab, Psychology, Sociology, TV, Video
and Film Production, Comparative World Religions,
Marine Biology, Creative Writing.

e. Language Other than English – 2 yrs required,
3 yrs recommended
Spanish Language (AP) , *French 1,II, III
*Spanish 1, II, III,

Instructions:
*

AP = Advanced Placement, H = Honors
Only the above underlined courses will be assigned extra honors credit ( a = 5, b = 4, c = 3 )
* denotes course cannot be used as an elective, but only an a-f designation only
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UC a – g SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS
a. History/Social Science – 2 years required
World History, Cultures, and Historical Geography – One year, which can be met by a single
integrated course or by two one-semester courses that are not predominately U.S. History and U.S.
History/American Government (Civics) – One year of U.S. History, or one-half year of U.S. History
combined with one-half year of American Government (Civics).
b. English – 4 years required
4 years of college preparatory English. Students may only use 1 year of ESL/ELD, SDAIE, or Sheltered
English.
c. Mathematics – 3 years required, 4 years recommended
Three years of college preparatory mathematics that includes the topics covered in Elementary
Algebra/Algebra 1, Geometry and Advanced Algebra/Algebra 2.
d. Laboratory Science – 2 years required, 3 years recommended
Two years of laboratory science, including two of the three fundamental disciplines of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.
e. Language other than English – 2 years required,-3 years recommended
Two years of the same language other than English.
f. Visual and Performing Arts – 1 year required
g. College Prep Electives – 1 year required
2 semesters in addition to those required in “a – f” above to be chosen from at least two of the following
subject areas: visual & performing arts, history/social science, English, adv. Mathematics, lab. Science,
rd
language other than English (a 3 year in the language used for the “e” requirement or 2 years of
another language.)
Note: At least 7 of the 15 units above must be earned in
courses taken during the last two years of high school

Eligible in the Local Context/ELC
Identification: "Eligible in the local context" (ELC) the top ranked 9 percent of each California high school
student will be identified following the junior year based on GPA earned in 11 units of academic courses that
have been certified as meeting University subject requirements.
The 11 units must be completed by the end of the eleventh grade and include the following: 1 unit of
history/social science: 3 units of English: 3 units of mathematics: 1 unit of laboratory science: 1 unit of
language other than English; and 2 units chosen by the student from among the other "a-g" requirements.
Evaluation: The University will evaluate the transcripts, select the top 9 percent and notify students selected.
GPAs for ELC consideration will be calculated according to current regulations for calculating GPAs for UC
eligibility. If the student has completed more than 11 units of required courses, the University will use the 11
units that generate the highest GPA for the student.
Notification: Eligible students can expect to be notified by late September and given an ID number to be used
on their applications identifying them as an ELC student. Students identified as ELC students are guaranteed
admission to UC Merced.
Remaining Requirements: Once identified, ELC students must still submit an application for undergraduate
admission during the November filing period and satisfactorily complete remaining eligibility requirements to
be guaranteed admission to one of UC's eight undergraduate campuses.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
UC application on-line:
UC accepts only on-line applications that can be
found at:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions

UC Eligibility Index
To determine your eligibility the UC calculates your
GPA in the “a-g” UC required subjects by assigning
point values to the grades you earn, (A=4, B=3, C=2,
D=1, F=0). Only the grades you earn in “a-g”
subjects in the 10th and 11th grades, including
summer sessions, are used to calculate your
preliminary GPA. Only repeated grades are used in
the calculation.
Weighted Courses: The University assigns extra
points for up to eight semesters of University
certified honors-level and Advanced Placement
courses taken in the last three years of high school:
A=5, B=4, C=3 points. No more than two year-long
UC-approved honors courses taken in the 10th grade
may be given extra points. A grade of D in an honors
or advanced placement course does not earn extra
points. SBHS UC accredited course list may be
found on page 57. The underlined courses have
been certified as honors for the UC and receive the
extra weight.

subjects, as well as in computer science, acceptable
honors-level courses include Advanced Placement
courses, Higher Level and designated Standard
Level International Baccalaureate courses, and
college courses that are transferable to the
University.
D and F Grades: If you have earned a D or F in an
“a-g” course, you must repeat the course with a
grade of C or better in order to apply it toward your
Subject Requirement. The original D or F grade will
not be included in the GPA calculation, and the
repeated grade will be used for your GPA for
admission. C grades may not be repeated.

.

Courses must be in the following “a-g” subjects:
history/social science, English, laboratory science,
advanced mathematics, Language other than English
(LOTE), and visual and performing arts. Also, the
courses must be certified as honors by the University
in order to receive the extra weight. In these
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UC Personal Statement
Your personal statement is your chance to tell us who you are and what’s important to you. Think of it as your opportunity to
introduce yourself to the admissions and scholarship officers reading your application. Be open, be honest, be real. What
you tell us in your personal statement gives readers the context to better understand the rest of the information you’ve
provided in your application.
A couple of tips: Read each prompt carefully and be sure to respond to all parts. Use specific, concrete examples to support
the points you want to make. Finally, relax. This is one of many pieces of information we consider in reviewing your
application; an admission decision will not be based on your personal statement alone.
New essays as of Fall 2016:
What do you want UC to know about you? Here is your chance to tell us in your own words.’
Directions:
You will have 8 questions to choose from. You must respond to only 4 of the 8 questions:
Each response is limited to a maximum of 350 words.
Which questions you choose to answer is entirely up to you. But you should select questions that are most relevant to your
experience and that best reflect your individual circumstances.
Keep in Mind:
1) You will have 8 questions to choose from. You must respond to only 4 of the 8 questions.
2 ) Each response is limited to a maximum of 350 words.
3) Which questions you choose to answer is entirely up to you. But you should select questions that are most relevant to your
experience and that best reflect your individual circumstances.
4) All questions are equal. All are given equal consideration in the application review process, which means there is no
advantage or disadvantage to choosing certain questions over others.
5) There is no right or wrong way to answer these questions. It’s about getting to know your personality, background,
interests and achievements in your own unique voice.
Questions and Guidance:
Remember, the personal questions are just that – personal. Which means you should use our guidance for each question jut
as a suggestion in case you need help. The important thing is expressing who are you, what matters to you and what you
want to share with UC.
1.

Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped
resolve disputes, or contrubuted to group efforts over time.

Things to consider: A leadership role can mean more than just a title. It can mean being a mentor to others, acting as the
person in charge of a specific task, or taking a lead role in organizing an event or project. Think about your accomplishments
and what you learned from the experience. What were your responsibilities? Did you lead a team? How did your experience
change your perspective on leading others? Did you help to resolve an important dispute at your school, church in your
community or an organization? And your leadership role doesn’t necessarily hae to be limited to school activities. For
example, do you help out or take care of your family?
2.

Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and
innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

Things to consider: What does creativity mean to you? Do you have a creative skill that is important to you? What have
you been able to do with that skill? If you sed creatiity to solve a problem, what was your solution? What are the ssteps you
took to solve the problem? How does your creativity influence your decisions inside or outside the classroom? Does your
creativity relate to you major or future career?
3.

What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you deeloped and demonstrated that talent
over time?

Things to consider: If there’s a talent or skill that you’re proud of, this is the time to share it. You don’t necessarily have to
e recognized or have received awards for your talent (although if you did and you want to talk about, feel free to do so). Why
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is this talent or skill meaningful to you? Does the talent come naturally or have you worked hard to deelop this skill or
talent? Does your talent or skill allow you opportunities in or outside the classroom? If so, what are they and how do they fit
into your schedule?
4.

Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to oercome an
educational barrier you have faced.

Things to consider: An educational opportunity can be anything that has added value to your educational experience and
better prepared you for college. For example, participation in an honors or academic enrichment program, or enrollment in
an academy that’s geared toward an occupation or a major, or taking advanced courses that interest you – just to name a few.
I you choose to write about educational barriers you’ve faced, how did you overcome or strived to overcome them? What
personal characteristics or skills did you call on to overcome this challenge? How did overcoming this barrier help shape
who you are today?
5.

Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this
challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement?

Things to consider: A challenge could be personal, or something you have faced in your community or school. Shy was the
challenge significant to you? This is a good opportunity to talk about any obastacles you’ve faced and what you’ve learned
from the experience. Did you have support from someone else or did you handle it alone? If you’re currently working you
way through a challenge, what are you doing now, and does that affect different aspects of your life? For example, ask
yourself “How has my life changed at home, at my school, with my friends, or with my family?
6.

Describe your favorite academic subject and explain how it has influenced you.

Things to consider: Discuss how your interest in the subject developed and describe any experience you have had inside
and outside the classroom – such as volunteer work, summer programs, participation in student organizations and/or activities
– and what you have gained from your involvement. Has your interest in the subject influenced you in choosing a major
and/or career? Have you been able to pursue coursework at a higher level in this subject (honors, AP, IB, college or
university work)?
7.

What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

Things to consider: Think of community as a term that can encompass a group, team or place – like your high school,
hometown, or home. You can define community as you see fit, just make sure you talk aout your role in that community.
Was there a problem that you wanted to fix in your community? Why were you inspired to act? W#hat did tyou learn from
you effort? How did you actions benefit others, the wider dommunity or both? Did yo work alone or with others to initiate
change in your community?
8.

What is the one think that you think sets you apart from other candidates applying to the University of
California?

Things to consider: Don’t be afraid to brag a little. Even if you don’t think you’re unique, you are – remember, there’s only
one of you in the world. From your point of view, what do you feel makes you belong on one of UC’s campuses? When
looking at your life, what does a stranger need to understand in order to know you? What have you not shared with us that
will highlight a skill, talent, challenge or opportunity that you think will help us know you better? We’re not necessarily
looking for what makes you unique compared to others, but what makes you YOU!
Need more help?



Download the worksheet for freshman applicants [PDF]
See our writing tips & techniques

Ready to get started? It’s a good idea to work on the questions before you enter them into the application. Here’s a
word doc with all the questions to help you.

Download the freshman personal insight questions [DOC]
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
The University of California is one of the finest research
universities in the world. Undergraduates find an
unmatched range of distinguished academic programs,
more of which are rated among the top 10 nationally
than at any other public or private university. Nine
undergraduate campuses offer more than 700 majors.
World-class faculty teaches more than 200,000 of the
country’s best and brightest students.

The UC Campuses:
UC Berkeley. Berkeley is the oldest campus in the UC
system. Berkeley is divided into 14 colleges. Programs
for undergraduates are the Haas School of Business,
College of Chemistry, College of Engineering, College of
Environmental Design, College of Letters and Science
and the College of Natural Resources (27,126)
www.ucb.edu
UC Davis. UCD is noted for its strong veterinary and
viticulture majors. Students can earn degrees in more
than 100 majors in 16 disciplines from the undergraduate
College of Letters and Science, College of Engineering,
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and
Division of Biological Sciences. (24,420)
www.ucdavis.edu
UC Irvine. UCI offers 68 undergraduate majors through
the Henry Samueli School of Engineering, Claire Trevor
School of the Arts, School of Biological Sciences, School
of Humanities, Donald Brent School of Information and
Computer Sciences, School of Physical Sciences, School
of Social Ecology and School of Social Science. (21,952)
www.uci.edu
UC Los Angeles. Go Bruins! Undergraduates may
select from programs offered by the College of letters and
Science, Henry Samueli School of Engineering and
Applied Science, School of the Arts and Architecture,
School of Nursing and the School of Theater, Film and
Television. (26,556) www.ucla.edu
UC Merced. Established in 2005, UC Merced is UC’s
9th undergraduate campus and the first American
Research University built in the 21st century. Majors are
offered through the School of Engineering, School of
Natural Sciences, School of Social Sciences, Humanities
and Arts. Only campus other than Riverside and
Berkeley that offers Business as a major. (6237)
www.ucmerced.edu

UC Riverside. Exceptional opportunities for
undergraduates include Boums College of Engineering;
UCR’s unique path to UCLA School of Medicine through
the UCR/UCLA Thomas Haider Program in Biomedical
Sciences; the outstanding film and dance majors, and
UC’s only undergraduate degree program in creative
writing. (16,280) www.ucr.edu
UC San Diego. With its family of six colleges, UCSD
combines the intimacy of a small liberal arts college with
the academic resources of a major research university.
Sixth college – Art and Technology: Roosevelt –
International relations: Warren – computer/engineering;
Marshall – economics; Muir – Humanities; Revelle –
Science. (24,217) www.ucsd.edu
UC Santa Barbara. Undergraduate education at UCSB
is based in one of three colleges: The College of letters
and Science, the College of Engineering, and the College
of Creative Studies which allows students to pursue
advanced independent work in art, biology, chemistry,
computer science, literature, mathematics, music
composition or physics. (23,051) www.ucsb.edu
UC Santa Cruz. Students choose to live in one of 10
colleges on campus. Strong in Psychology, Theatre Arts
and Drama, Film/Video and Creative Writing. Marine
Biology majors do study on an island off of Santa Cruz.
(15,550) www.ucsc.edu

**********************
Checking Portals
Once you have applied to the UCs, you will
receive an e-mail instructing you on how to set up
your WEB PORTAL. It is important that you
save your password and check your portal
often as this is the ONLY WAY that the UC’s
will communicate with you on your admission
status, missing documents, or important
deadlines. Failure to check your portal
regularly could cause you to miss deadlines that
will result in an immediate admission rejection.
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

.

10 CSU LOS ANGELES Q
5151 State Univ. Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90032-8530
(323) 343-3901 . www.calstatela.edu
S – Semester system
Q – Quarter system

8
3

7
18

.

12 CSU MONTEREY BAY S
100 Campus Center Drive, Seaside, CA 93955-8001
(831) 582-3518 . www.monterey.edu

15

22
11

.

11 CSU MARITIME ACADEMY S
200 Maritime Academy Drive, Vallejo, CA 94590
(800) 561-1945 . www.csum.edu

23

19

.

5

13 CSU NORTHRIDGE S
18111 Nordhoff Street, CA 91330-8207
(818) 677-3700 . www.csun.edu

12

1

20

.

CSU System wide
1

2

3

14 CAL POLY POMONA Q
3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona CA 91768-4003
(909) 869-6646 . www.csupomona.edu

2 13 4 14
10
16
9
6
21
Map
17

.

CSU BAKERSFIELD. Q
9001 Stockdale Highway, Bakersfield, CA 93311-1099
(661) 664-3036. www.csubak.edu

.

CSU, CHANNEL ISLANDS S
One University Drive, Camarillo, CA 93012
(805) 437-8500 . www.csuci.edu

.
CSU, CHICO S
400 W. First Street, Chico, CA 95929-0150
(530) 898-6321 . www.csuchico.edu

4

.
CSU DOMINGUEZ HILLS S
1000 East Victoria Street, Carson, CA 90747
(310) 243-3696 . www.csudh.edu

5

.
CSU FRESNO S
5150 North Maple Avenue, Fresno, CA 93740-0057
(559) 278-2261 . www.csufresno.edu

6

7

.

CSU FULLERTON S
800 N. State College Blvd., Fullerton, CA 92834-9480
(714) 278-2300 www.fullerton.edu

.
CSU EAST BAY Q
25800 Carlos Bee Blvd., Hayward, CA 94542-3035
(510) 885-2624 . www.csuhayward.edu

.

8

HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY S
1 Harpst Street, Arcata, CA 95521-4957
(866) 850-9556 . www.humboldt.edu

9

CSU LONG BEACH S
1250 Bellflower Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90840-0106
(562) 985-5471 . www.csulb.edu

.

15 CSU SACRAMENTO S
6000 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95819-6112
(916) 278-3901 . www.csus.edu

.

16 CSU SAN BERNARDINO Q
5500 Univ. Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407-2397
(909) 880-5200 . www.csusb.edu

.

17 SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY S
5500 Campanile Dr., San Diego, CA 92182-7455
(619) 594-6336 . www.sdsu.edu

.

18 SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY S
1600 Holloway Ave., San Francisco CA 94132-4002
(415) 338-1113 . www.sfsu.edu

.

19 SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY S
One Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95192-0009
(408) 283-7500 . www.sjsu.edu

.

20 CAL POLY, SAN LUIS OBISPO Q
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
(805) 756-2311 . www.calpoly.edu

.

21 CSU SAN MARCOS S
Office of Admission, 333 S. Twin Oaks Valley Road
San Marcos, CA 92096-0001
(760) 750-4848 . www.csusm.edu

.

22 SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY S
1801 East Cotati Ave., Rohnert Park, CA 94928
(707) 664-2778 . www.sonoma.edu

.

23 CSU STANISLAUS 4 -1-4
801 W. Monte Vista Ave., Turlock, CA 95382
(209) 667-3151 . www.csustan.edu
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UC-CSU Comparison of Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Freshmen
Cal State University (CSU)

University of California (UC)

HIGH SCHOOL GPA
Calculate GPA using only “a-g” approved courses taken after the 9th grade
SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS
15 yearlong college-prep courses from approved “a-g” list are required:

“a” History/Social Science

2 years of history/social science, including 1 year of U.S. History
OR 1 semester of U.S. History and 1 semester of American government, AND…
1 year of history/social science from either 1 year of world history, cultures and geography
the “a” or “g” subject are
from the “a” subject area

“b” English

4 years of English (including no more than 1 year of ESL/ELD courses)

“c” Mathematics

3 years of math (Algebra 1 and 2, geometry); 4 years recommended

“d” Laboratory Science
**Beginning with the Class of 2011, UC
and CSU Science requirements will be
the same.

**2 years of lab science. At least 1 year of
physical science and 1 year of biological
science, one from the “d” subject area and the
other from the “d” or “g” area

2 years of laboratory science, including at least two
of the three foundational subjects of biology,
chemistry and physics. Both courses must be from
the “d” subject area; 3 years recommended

2 years of language other than English (must be same language)
“e” Language Other Than English
3 years recommended
“f” Visual and Performing Arts

1 yearlong course in visual and performing arts
(selected from dance, music, theater/drama and visual arts

“g” College-Preparatory Elective

1 year of an elective chosen from any area on approved “a-g” course list

HONORS POINTS
Maximum of 8 extra grade points awarded for approved honors, AP or IB courses
and transferable community college courses.
No more than 2 yearlong courses taken in 10th grade can earn honors points.
Information accurate as of August 2007.
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
Scope and Mission
The California State University is indispensable to California’s economic prosperity and diverse
communities. It is the nation’s largest university system with 23 campuses and seven off-campus centers,
417,000 students and 46,000 faculty and staff. The CSU, stretching from Humboldt in the north to San
Diego in the south, is renowned for the quality of its teaching and for its job-ready graduates.
Each CSU campus has its own identity, with distinct student populations and programs. Yet all share the
same mission—to provide high-quality, affordable higher education to meet the changing workforce needs
of the people of California.
The CSU offers more than 1,800 bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in some 240 subject areas, as
well as teaching credential programs. Many programs and courses are available online. A select number of
doctoral degrees are offered jointly with the University of California or with private universities in
California. The CSU is currently launching its own independent education doctorate program.
Master Plan for Higher Education
The CSU system was created in 1961 under the state Master Plan for Higher Education. The CSU draws its
students from the top third of California’s high school graduates and is the state’s primary undergraduate
teaching institution. Continuing to expand its educational scope, seven CSU campuses will offer
educational doctorate programs in fall 2007, and six more campuses will launch programs in 2008. The
Ed.D. programs will meet workforce demands for advanced training for administrators in California’s
public K-12 school systems and community colleges.
Freshman Requirements
Students will qualify for regular admission as a first-time freshman if they:






Have or will have graduated from high school
Meet the eligibility index with your grade point average and
test scores (see the formula table below)
Have or will have completed the required courses (listed on next page) with grades of "C" or
better, which total 15 units (a unit is one year of study in high school), except in Foreign
Language and math where a first semester “D” grade may be validated with a second
semester “C” or better grade or the successful completion of the next level math course with
“C” or better.
You will be required to meet higher admission requirements for impacted programs.

Test Requirements
Scores from SAT Reasoning or the ACT are required for admission. The writing portion of the ACT
is not required for admission. Only the Critical Reasoning and Math section of the SAT are used to
compute your CSU GPA.
Checking Portals
Once you have applied to the CSU’s, you will receive an e-mail instructing you on how to set up your WEB
PORTAL. It is important that you save your password and check your portal often as this is the
ONLY WAY that the CSU will communicate with you on your admission status, missing documents, or
important deadlines. Failure to check your portal regularly could cause you to miss deadlines that will
result in an immediate admission rejection.
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Eligibility Index
•
•


The Eligibility Index is the combination of a student's high school grade point average and the
minimum score on either the ACT or the SAT Reasoning exam.
Grade point average is based on the 10th & 11th grades in all UC accredited “a-g” courses. Extra points
are awarded for up to 8 grades of C or better in approved Honors and AP courses taken in grades 11 &
12 & up to 2 AP courses taken in 10th grade
This index meets the MINIMUM requirement. Impacted schools require higher scores for admission.
GPA

ACT
SAT
SCORE REASON

3.00 & above
with any score
2.99
10
2.98
10
2.97
10
2.96
11
2.95
11
2.94
11
2.93
11
2.92
11
2.91
12
2.90
12
2.89
12
2.88
12
2.87
12
2.86
13
2.85
13
2.84
13
2.83
13
2.82
13
2.81
14
2.80
14

GPA ACT
SAT
GPA
SCORE REASON

qualifies 2.79
2.78
510
2.77
520
2.76
530
2.75
540
2.74
540
2.73
550
2.72
560
2.71
570
2.70
580
2.69
580
2.68
590
2.67
600
2.66
610
2.65
620
2.64
620
2.63
630
2.62
640
2.61
650
2.60
660
2.59
660
2.58

14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18

670
680
690
700
700
710
720
730
740
740
750
760
770
780
780
790
800
810
820
820
830
840

ACT
SAT
GPA
SCORE REASON

2.57
2.56
2.55
2.54
2.53
2.52
2.51
2.50
2.49
2.48
2.47
2.46
2.45
2.44
2.43
2.42
2.41
2.40
2.39
2.38
2.37
2.36

18
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
22
23

850
860
860
870
880
890
900
900
910
920
930
940
940
950
960
970
980
980
990
1000
1010
1020

2.35
2.34
2.33
2.32
2.31
2.30
2.29
2.28
2.27
2.26
2.25
2.24
2.23
2.22
2.21
2.20
2.19
2.18
2.17
2.16
2.15
2.14

ACT
SAT
GPA
SCORE REASON
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
27

1020
1030
1040
1050
1060
1060
1070
1080
1090
1100
1100
1110
1120
1130
1140
1140
1150
1160
1170
1180
1180
1190

2.13
2.12
2.11
2.10
2.09
2.08
2.07
2.06
2.05
2.04
2.03
2.02
2.01
2.00

ACT
SAT
SCORE REASON
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
30
30

1200
1210
1220
1220
1230
1240
1250
1260
1260
1270
1280
1290
1300
1300

If you are applying to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo:
Supplementary information will be asked when applying on-line for SLO only.
You must indicate a major on your application. Undeclared is not a choice.
Requires a higher GPA (using 9th – 11th grade a – g courses) and a SAT Reasoning or ACT score.

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo




CSU Long Beach Eligibility Index Guidelines
SAT
Reasoning

ACT

4.0 3.9 3.8 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.3 3.2 3.1 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.0

1600
36
1500
35
1400
33
1300
31
Clearly
1200
29
1100
26
Eligible
1000
24
900
21
800
19
700
16
600
14
500
12
Web site information:
CSULB Web site: www.csulb.edu
CSULB Catalog: www.csulb.edu/ci/9000.html
This is information for Class of 2005

Eligible
for
Consideration
Ineligible

Clearly Eligible
Students whose qualifications place them within the
Clearly Eligible range, AND who have met all
application requirements and responded to all requests
for additional information by dates specified, will be
assured admission to the university.
Eligible for Consideration
Students whose qualifications are within the Eligible
for Consideration range, AND who have met all
application requirements and responded to all requests
for additional information by the dates specified, will be
considered for admission in the competitive round.
Ineligible
Students whose qualifications are within the
Ineligible range are currently not eligible for admission
to CSULB. These students should check with their
high school counselor or connect with a CSULB
representative to discuss other admission options.
Students may consider applying to CSULB as an upper
division transfer student after completing their lower
division course work at a California community college.
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Calendar
There are three different academic calendars in the CSU system. You should realize what calendar your
campus has, for this will help you make plans for the school year.
Semester Calendar:
Quarter Calendar:
4-1- 4 Calendar:

Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Humboldt,
Long Beach, Northridge, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose,
San Marcos, Sonoma, Maritime Academy, Monterey Bay
Bakersfield, Hayward, Los Angeles, Pomona, San Bernardino,
San Luis Obispo
Stanislaus

Many campuses continue to have openings after the initial filing period. Information about campuses still
accepting applications is sent on a regular basis to the Guidance Office.
CSU ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET

10th & 11TH
Grade Only

Use semester grades in all 10th and 11th grade college prep courses. Summer School courses count starting
with the summer following 9th grade.
Grade
Tally of Grades Total of Tallies Grade Points per Grade T ot al G ra d e P oi n t s
Repeated courses – use
A
X4=
highest grade earned. Eligibility
is based on your record through
B
X3=
the spring of your junior year,
C
X2=
but the seventh semester will
D
X1=
be used if needed to qualify
F
for admission.
Honors
10th & 11th
only

X1=
Divided into

Test Requirements
Total
=
GPA
Freshmen applicants must
submit scores from the SAT Reasoning or the ACT Assessment Test. Subject
Tests are not required for admission. The CSU will not use the writing scores of the SAT or ACT in
calculating the eligibility indices. SAT scores should be reported to the CSU’s by using the school
code 3594. All SAT scores will be sent to ALL CSU’s. If you are applying to multiple campuses, this will
save on fees. For reporting scores for the ACT list ONE CSU campus and the scores will be sent to all
campuses.
Housing
When you apply to a CSU campus, you should begin planning for your housing arrangements, since campuses
vary considerably in terms of available housing for students. You are encouraged to contact the housing office
at the campus that interests you for details. Residence halls are available at: Bakersfield, Channel Islands,
Chico, Fresno, Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San
Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, Sonoma and Stanislaus.
Impacted Campuses
Impacted campuses require higher eligibility index of students living outside of the campus area. In Fall o 2010
17 schools were listed as impacted and would require a 3.0 or above for admission. The Seniors in the Fall will
get an updated list of impacted campuses
Applications
Apply on line at www.calstate.edu/apply . Fill out one application and indicate which campuses you are
applying too.
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ABOUT THE CSU CAMPUSES
The California State University is the nation’s largest university system, with 23 campuses and seven off-site
campus centers, nearly 408,000 students and 45,000 faculty and staff. The CSU, stretching from Humboldt in the
north to San Diego in the south is renowned for the quality of its teaching and for its graduates. The CSU
prepares the majority of the teachers in the state, 40 percent of the State’s engineering graduates, almost half its
business graduates, and more graduates in agriculture, communications, health, education, and public
administration than all other California universities and colleges combined. The CSU is the national leader in
producing students who later earn doctoral degrees in science and engineering. 12 CSU campuses are among the
top 20 universities nationally in number of graduates who later earn doctoral degrees
CSU Bakersfield: Four Schools: Business &
Public Administration, Education, Humanities &
Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences &
Mathematics.
Pre-professional programs for
medicine, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, dental
science, and law are also available. Popular majors:
nursing, computer science, criminal justice. (7500
UG) www.csubak.edu

vineyards & make own wine!) Arts, Craig School of
Business (Jenny’s husband), Education (fabulous
student run day care), Engineering & Computer
Science (inventors of the solar car), Health & human
Services, Natural Sciences & Social Sciences. Top
Criminology in state. Equestrian team! Smittcamp
honors College (3.0/1200SAT) (21,305 UG)
www.csufresno.edu

CSU Channel Islands. Newest of the Cal State
campuses. Majors include: Art, Biology, Business,
Computer Science, English, Environmental Science
and Resource Management, History, Liberal Studies,
Math, Psychology and Multiple and Single-Subject
Teaching Credentials. Educational alliance with
local Amgen Biotech industries and agri business in
the area. New dorms, and Sciences Building state of
the art. (3625 UG)www.csuci.edu

CSU Fullerton. 7 colleges; the Arts (affiliated with
Walt Disney Co. Partners in Educ.) Business &
Economics, Communications Engineering and
Computer
Science,
Human
Development,
Humanities & Soc. Sci., and Nat. Sci. &
Mathematics. 2nd largest undergrad business
program in the US. 85% admit rate to medical
schools. Most highly recommended undergrad
program for drama and musical theater. (30,737 UG)
www.fullerton.edu

CSU Chico. Driving distance to Sacramento, San
Francisco and Lake Tahoe. Popular majors include:
Liberal Studies, Business, Psychology, Computer
Science, Communication Studies, Recreation
Administration, Nursing, Recording Arts, and
Engineering.(16,000 UG). www.csuchico.edu
CSU Dominguez Hills. Located in Carson, home to
the new Home Depot Center sports complex.
Popular majors: Communications, Journalism,
Broadcasting, Theater Arts, Travel & Tourism,
Athletic Training, Dance, Recreation and Leisure
Studies, Criminal Justice & Occupational Therapy.
(13,000 UG) www.csudh.edu
CSU East Bay. Located in East Bay hills with
panoramic vista of SF Bay. 4 Colleges: Arts, Letters
and Sciences, Business & Econ, Education, Science.
Guaranteed frosh courses in learning communities
that form core support groups.
(13,800 UG)
www.csuhayward.edu
CSU Fresno “Bulldogs”.
Located in central
California, has 8 schools: Agricultural (has own

Humboldt State. Located in the Redwood forests,
has the largest greenhouse and herbarium in CSU’s,
an observatory, a seagoing research vessel and art
gallery run by students. Top majors; environmental
engineering (with links to the Arcata Marsh Project
and Schatz Energy Research Center.), fisheries
biology, forestry oceanography. (8000 UG)
www.humboldt.edu
CSU Long Beach. Largest of the CSU's with
35,000 UG. 8 Colleges: Top majors: graphic design,
nursing, physical therapy, speech/communication.
Nationally acclaimed Univ. Dance Facility,
renowned university Art Museum, Carpenter
Performing Arts Center. Top Business School, The
Pyramid
Athletic
Center.
(30,000
UG)
www.csulb.edu
CSU Los Angeles. 6 colleges including business,
technology, science and multimedia arts, and
engineering . New Golden Eagle complex student
center.
Housing for 1000.
(16,000 UG)
www.calstatela.edu
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California Maritime Academy. Situated on the
waterfront of Vallejo 30 miles NE of San Francisco.
Campus includes 500-foot ship, the Training Ship
GOLDEN BEAR. Serves as floating lab where
management, engineering, technology, navigation
and practical maritime and transportation concepts
are applied. (823 UG) www.csum.edu
CSU Monterey Bay. Service learning, language and
research component required to graduate. 12
undergraduate majors include: Business, Health,
Marine biology, global studies Communication,
Education, Filmmaking, radio/audio broadcasting,
theater production, video/TV production.
(4300 UG) www.csumb.edu
CSU Northridge. Neighbors include DreamWorks
SKG, Universal Studios, Walt Disney Co. where
students intern. Most popular majors: Accounting,
Cinema & TV Arts, Computer Science, Finance.
Excellent deaf studies program. Excellent residence
halls. (32,000 UG). www.csun.edu
Cal Poly Pomona. 1400 acre campus was once the
winter ranch of cereal magnate W.K. Kellogg. 8
Colleges include agriculture, business, education,
engineering, environmental design, hospitality
management (has own hotel on campus) and
architecture. Lyle Center for Regenerative includes
Center for Turf, irrigation and landscape Technology
(20,000 UG) www.csupomona.edu
CSU Sacramento. Located in State Capital. Most
popular majors: education, business, criminal
justice, communication, psychology and computer
science, nursing and physical therapy. (25,000 UG).
www.csus.edu
CSU San Bernardino. More a commuter campus.
Education Department 2nd largest in State. New
visual arts building. Photography a popular major as
well as Criminal Justice and Nursing. MUN team
award winning. 65% of students applying med
school accepted. (16,000 UG) www.csusb.edu
San Diego State. Located on hilltop known as
Montezuma Mesa in eastern San Diego. 7 Colleges:
Arts and Letter, Business, Education, Engineering,
Health & Human Services. Popular majors;
Criminal Justice, International Business, Journalism,
Nursing, TV, Film. (33,000 UG) www.sdsu.edu
San Francisco State. Located in the SW corner of
the city. Most popular majors: business,

psychology, computer science, biology, Radio/TV,
Cinema, Art Engineering, script writing, Interior
Design and apparel Design & Merchandising.
Offers doctorate in Physical Therapy. 85% medical
school acceptance rate. New dorms. (26,000 UG)
www.sfsu.edu
San Jose State. Located in the Silicon Valley with
great internships and summer programs. 8 colleges:
Science and Arts, Business, education, Engineering,
Humanities, Science, Social Science and Social
Work.
Largest majors:
Art and Design,
Accounting, Electrical Engineering, Management
Psychology,
and
Nursing.
(30,000
UG)
www.sjsu.edu
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Offers binding Early
Decision Program except for those applying in art &
music. 6 colleges: agriculture, architecture and
environmental design, business, liberal arts, science
and Math, engineering. Students must declare major
when applying. Impacted campus requiring higher
GPA/SAT. (18,500 UG) www.calpoly.edu.
CSU San Marcos: Located on hillside overlooking
the city of San Marcos 15 miles east of the ocean
and 30 miles north of San Diego. New dorms
opened in 2003. Most popular majors: Business,
Liberal studies, 19 teacher credentialing programs,
Computer Science, Chem. & Bio, Communications,
Criminology
and
Justice
(9000
UG0
www.csusm.edu/admissions.
Sonoma State.
Located in California’s wine
country 40 miles north of San Francisco. Most
residential of all campuses with fabulous dorms!
Hutchins School of Liberal Studies limited to 13 in
class. Top majors; Business, Hutchins Liberal
studies, psychology, English, Biology, Criminal
Justice, Communications, Environmental Science,
Nursing, Pre-Business, psychology. Jean & Charles
Schulz (Peanuts creator) Information Center is a
state of the art library and technology housing the
Jack London Collection containing at least one first
edition of each of Jack London’s novels. (8100
UG). www.sonoma.edu
CSU Stanislaus. Located in Turlock in the middle
of California’s heartland, the Central Valley between
the Sierra Nevada Mountains and the greater bay
Area. 4-1-4 academic calendar consisting of 2 13
week semesters and a one-month winter term. Most
popular majors:
Liberal studies, Biological
Sciences, Business Administration, Psychology,
Criminal Justice (8000 UG) www.csustan.edu
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75 Opportunities for an Independent Education
Independent California Colleges and Universities
Alliant International Univ. (46)
alliant.edu
American Academy of Dramatic Arts L.A. (33)
aada.org
American Jewish University (31)
ajula.edu
Art Center College of Design (20)
artcenter.edu
Azusa Pacific University (21)
apu.edu
Biola University (36)
biola.edu/undergrad
California Baptist University (35)
calbaptist.edu
California College of the Arts (10)
cca.edu
California Institute of Technology (20)
Caltech.edu
California Institute of the Arts (17)
calarts.edu
California Lutheran University (28)
callutheran.edu
Chapman University (40)
chapman.edu
Charles R. Drew University (34)
cdrewu.edu
Claremont Graduate University (23)
cgu.edu
Claremont McKenna College (23)
claremontmckenna.edu
Cogswell Polytechnical College (14)
cogswell.edu
Concordia University (41)
cui.edu
Dominical University of California (6)
Dominican.edu
Fielding Graduate University (27)
fielding.edu
Fresno Pacific University (16)
Fresno.edu
Golden Gate University (10)
ggu.edu
Harvey Mudd College (23)
hmc.edu
Holy Names University (9)
hnu.edu
Hope International University (37)
hiu.edu
Hope International University (37)
hiu.edu
Humphreys College (5)
Humphreys.edu

1-Redding

2-Rocklin
Angwin-3
Vallejo-4
5-Stockton
San Rafael-6
7-Pleasant Hill
8-Moraga
San Francisco-10 9 - Oakland
Belmont-11
12-Atherton
Palo Alto/Stanford- 13
14-Sunnyvale
15-Santa Clara

John F. Kennedy University (7)
jfku.edu
Keck Graduate Institute (23)
kgi.edu
La Sierra University (35)
lasierra.edu
Laguna College of Art & Design (44)
lagunacollege.edu
Loma Linda University (29)
llu.edu
Loyola Marymount University (34)
lmu.edu
Marymount College (39)
marymountpv.edu
Master’s College, The (18)
masters.edu
Menlo College (12)
Menlo.edu
Mills College (9)
mills.edu
Mount St. Mary’s College (34)
msmc.la.edu
National University (45)
nu.edu
New College of California (10)
newcollege.edu
Notre Dame de Namur University (11)
ndnu.edu
Occidental College (34)
oxy.edu
Otis College of Art and Design (34)
otis.edu
Pacific Graduate School of Psychology (13)
pgsp.edu
Pacific Oaks College (20)
pacificoaks.edu
Pacific Union College (3)
puc.edu
Patten University (9)
patten.edu
Pepperdine University (38)
pepperdine.edu
Phillips Graduate Institute (32)
pgi.edu
Pitzer College (23)
pitzer.edu
Point Loma Nazarene University (46)
pointloma.edu
Pomona College (23)
Pomona.edu
Saint Mary’s College of Calif. (8)
stmarys-ca.edu
Samuel
Samuel Merritt College (9)
samuelmerritt.edu
San Diego Christian College (47)
sdcc.edu
San Francisco Conserv. Of Music (10)
sfcm.edu
Santa Clara University (15)
scu.edu
Saybrook Graduate School (10)
saybrook.edu
Scripps College (23)
scrippscollege.edu
Simpson University (1)
simpsonuniversity.edu
So. Calif. Univ. of Health Sciences (30)
scuhs.edu
Soka University (43)
soka.edu
Stanford University (13)
admission.Stanford.edu
Thomas Aquinas College (24)
thomasaquinas.edu
Touro University – CA (4)
tu.edu
University of La Verne (22)
ulv.edu
University of Redlands (26)
Redlands.edu
University of San Diego (46)
sandiego.edu
University of San Francisco (10)
usfca.edu
University of So. California (34)
usc.edu
University of the Pacific (5)
pacific.edu
Vanguard University (42)
vanguard.edu
Western University of Health Sci. (25)
westernu.edu
Westmont College (27)
Westmont.edu
Whittier College (30)
whittier.edu
William Jessup University (2)
Jessup.edu
Woodbury University (19)
woodbury.edu

16-Fresno

17-Valencia
18-Santa Clarita
Burbank-19
20-Pasadena
Azusa-21
22-La Verne
Santa Paula-24
23-Claremont
25-Pomona
Santa Barbara-27
28-Thousand Oaks
26-Redlands
Bel Air-31 Encino-32 30-Whittier
29-Loma Linda
Hollywood-33 L.A.-34
36-La Mirada 35-Riverside
Malibu-38
37-Fullerton
39-Rancho Palos Verdes 40-Orange
42-Costa Mesa
41-Irvine
44-Laguna Beach
La Jolla-45
43-Aliso Viejo
San Diego-46
El Cajon-47

CaliforniaColleges.edu

AICCU
Association of
Independent
California
Colleges &
Universities
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INDEPENDENT
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
The hundreds of independent (privately supported) institutions in the United States have a wide range of
characteristics. Since the student, rather than public tax dollars, pays the tuition, the cost to the family may be
greater than the cost for a public university. Financial aid is available, generally based upon need and in many
cases, merit. To apply, check the school’s website, or check to see if they are on the Common Application
https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/Members.aspx (see page 34)
While some independent colleges are in the most competitive, others schools are looking for students in the top
half of the graduating class. In addition to the typical admission requirements of subjects, grades and test scores,
the independent colleges often take a closer look at individual students by requiring, essays, letters of
recommendation, and sometimes personal interviews. Most college-prep students will meet the admission criteria
of one or more campuses.
There are great differences in size, educational purpose, and emphasis among these institutions. Some are large
and offer both undergraduate and graduate programs; most are relatively small and offer students a personalized
campus community life. Some campuses may emphasize a particular vocation or religion. Specific information
about the requirements, deadlines, and educational opportunities available at any independent college in the
United States is available on line at www.collegeboard.com and in the College Center.

OUT-OF-STATE
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
There are many opportunities offered for higher education in other states. Study the catalogs that are available in
the College Center for these colleges and universities or visit the school’s website for a virtual tour of the campus.
Attend the on-campus meetings with representatives from many of these colleges who visit each fall. Sign up in
the College Center 48 hours before the visit.

Entrance Requirements
1) Subject Requirements. The subject requirements for private colleges vary somewhat, but a student who has
taken the college courses required by the University of California usually meets admission requirements
for most other colleges. However, highly selective private colleges will expect a minimum of five
academic subjects each year, high-test scores, Honors and AP courses, and extra curricular activities.
2) Test Requirements. Most private colleges require either the SAT Reasoning or the ACT. It is suggested that
you take the ACT with Writing. Some also require the SAT Subject tests. Consult the college web site
for specific test requirements.
3) Grade Requirements. There is some variation in the scholastic averages required for admission to the private
colleges. Many colleges require a B average or better, but some colleges will admit students with lower
GPA’s.
4) Letters of Recommendation. Required by most PRIVATE schools, usually a counselor letter (Secondary
School Report) and 1-2 from an academic teacher that the student has had in the Junior or Senior year.
5) Essay. Answer the prompt provided within the application.
6) Mid Year Reports. Many private colleges ask for Mid-Year reports to be completed by your counselor
asking for 7th semester grades. Submit this form to your counselor well in advance of 1st semester final
exams and order transcripts to be sent to each school
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ANTHROPOLOGY
Amherst, U of Massachusetts at
American Univ.
Arizona, Univ. of
Beloit College
Brandeis Univ.
Brigham Young Univ.
Bryn Mawr
Case Western
Chicago, Univ. of
Emory Univ.
Lindfield
Macalester College
Mt. Holyoke
New Mexico, Univ. of
No. Ariz. Univ.
Oberlin College
Occidental
Oregon, Univ. of
Pacific, Univ. of
Pennsylvania, Univ. of
Pitzer College
Pomona College
San Diego, Univ. of
Smith
Tulane Univ.
UCLA
UCSB
UCSC
UCS
Whittier College
Yale Univ.
ANIMATION
www.animationmentor.com
Art Institute,
Cal Arts
CSU
Fullerton
Long Beach
(earn BFA in 2 8 months)
LMU
RISD
Savannah School of Art and Design
Univ. of Oregon
Woodbury
ARCHAEOLOGY
Boston University
Bryn Mawr
College of Wooster
Cornell
Dickinson
Franklin-Pierce
George Washington
Hamilton, Clinton
(3 classes/sem. involving digs)
Haverford
Kenyon
Northwestern
NYU
Oberlin
Trinity, San Antonio
Tufts
Smith
Stanford
UC
Berkeley
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Wellesley
Washington U. in St. Louis

MA
DC
AZ
WI
MA
UT
PA
OH
IL
GA
OR
MN
MA
NM
AZ
OH
CA
OR
CA
PA
CA
CA
CA
MA
LA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CT

CA
CA
CA

CA
RI
GA
OR
CA

MA
PA
OH
NY
PA
NH
DC
NY
PA
OH
IL
NY
OH
TX
MA
MA
CA
CA

MA
MO

ARCHITECTURE
Arizona State Univ.
Arizona, Univ. of
Barnard College
Cal Poly Pomona
Cal Poly SLO
Carnegie Mellon
Catholic Univ.
Colorado, U. (Boulder)
Cornell Univ.
Fordham
Lehigh University
M.I.T.
New Mexico, Univ. Of
New School of Architecture
Notre Dame, Univ. of
Oregon, Univ. of
Pennsylvania, Univ. of
Pratt Institute
Rensselaer Tech
Rhode Island,
School of Design
Rice Univ.
San Diego, Univ. of
Santa Clara
Seattle Univ.
So. Cal Inst./Arch.
Tulane Univ.
UC Berkeley
UCLA
USC
Univ. of Massachusetts at Amherst
Univ. of Washington
Washington St.
Washington Univ.
Woodbury Univ.
ARCHAEOLOGY
Boston U.
Bryn Mawr
Cornell
Franklin-Pierce
George Washington
Haverford
Kenyon
Northwestern
NYU
Oberlin
Tufts
UC
Berkeley
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Wellesley

AZ
AZ
NY
CA
CA
PA
DC
CO
NY
NY
PA
MA
NM
CA
IN
OR
PA
NY
NY
RI
TX
CA
CA
WA
CA
LA
CA
CA
CA
MA
WA
WA
MO
CA

MA
PA
NY
NH
DC
PA
OH
IL
NY
OH
MA
CA

MA

AVIATION
Air Force Academy
CO
ASU (flight training)
AZ
Bowling Green State U.
OH
Bridgewater St.
MA
CSU LA
CA
(Aviation administration – must
complete lower division at
Glendale, LB, Cypress aviation
programs.
Daniel Webster
NH
Delta St. University
OH
Embry Riddle
FL & AZ
Florida Inst. of Tech
FL
Lewis University
IL
Middle Tennessee State
TN

Metropolitan St. Univ. of
Denver
CO
Purdue (Flight Technology
IN
has own airport) (Neil
Armstrong- Gus Grissom alum)
Saint Louis University
MO
So. IL Univ. Carbondale’s
Aviation Program
IL
SUNY Farmingdale
NY
U of Alabama
AL
U of Dubuque
IA
U of IL Urbana Champaign
IL
*U of No. Dakota
ND
U of Ohio
OH
Vaughn College
NY
Western Michigan Univ.
MI
Westminster (small liberal
UT
school w/ aviation program
Ground school located on
campus, with simulator, schools
has a few planes and great
recruiting with Sky West Airlines
(a Delta Partner)
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/avaiation/
Wichita St.
KS
BROADCAST JOURNALISM
(See also Sports Broadcasting)
American
Biola
Boston University
CSU
Bakersfield
Fullerton
East Bay
Humboldt
LA
Long Beach
Northridge
San Diego St.
San Jose St.
Emerson
Gonzaga
Hampshire
Hofstra
Marquette
Northeastern (co-op)
Northwestern
Pepperdine
Purdue
So. Meth. University
SUNY’S
Brickport
Buffalo
Cortland
Fredonia
New Platz, Oswego
**Syracuse (Bob Costas)
Texas Christian, Ft. Worth
(Print & journalism)
U of Illinois. UrbanaChampaign
U of Miami
U of Michigan
U of Oregon
UNC, Greensboro
USC

DC
CA
MA
CA

MA
WA
MA
NY
WI
MA
IL
CA
IN
TX
NY

NY
TX
IL
FL
MI
OR
NC
CA

BUSINESS
Arizona State Univ.
Arizona, Univ. of
Babson College

AZ
AZ
MA
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Boston College
Boston Univ.
Bucknell Univ.
CSU
Cal Poly SLO
Fullerton
Long Beach
Northridge
Calif. Lutheran
Chapman College
Chicago, Univ. of
Claremont McKenna
Clark Univ.
Colby College
Colorado College
Colorado State
Colorado, U (Boulder)
Dartmouth
Denver, Univ. of
Drexel
Fairfield
Fordham Univ.
Franklin/Marshall
Georgetown Univ.
Gonzaga Univ.
Illinois, Univ. of
Lake Forest
LaVerne, Univ. of
Lehigh
CSU Long Beach
Loyola Marymount U
Loyola Univ. of Chicago
Marquette
Menlo (Silicon Valley Bus. School
M.I.T.
Massachusetts, Univ. of
Menlo College
NYU
Ohio Wesleyan
Pacific, Univ. of the
Pepperdine Univ.
Pennsylvania, Univ.
Portland, Univ. of
Puget Sound, Univ. of
Santa Clara Univ.
San Diego, Univ. of
San Francisco, Univ. of
Seattle Univ.
SUNY, Stoneybrook
Texas, Univ. of
Trinity College
Tulane
UC
Berkeley
Irvine (The Merage School)
Merced
Riverside
USC
Vermont, Univ. of
Villanova
Whittier College
Woodbury
COMMUNICATIONS
American Univ.
Boston College
Boston Univ.
Chapman College
Colorado, U (Boulder)
Emerson College
Fordham Univ.
Ithaca College

MA
MA
PA
CA

CA
CA
IL
CA
MA
ME
CO
CO
CO
NH
CO
NJ
CT
NY
PA
DC
WA
IL
IL
CA
PA
CA
CA
IL
WI
CA
MA
MA
CA
NY
OH
CA
CA
PA
OR
WA
CA
CA
CA
WA
NY
TX
TX
LA
CA

CA
VT
PA
CA
CA

DC
MA
MA
CA
CO
MA
NY
NY

Lewis & Clark College
OR
Loyola Marymount U
CA
Massachusetts, Univ. of
MA
New York Univ.
NY
Northwestern Univ.
IL
Pennsylvania, Univ.
PA
Pepperdine
CA
Purdue
IN
Rice Univ.
TX
San Francisco St..
CA
St. Mary's (Moraga)
CA
Santa Clara Univ.
CA
San Francisco, Univ. of
CA
Southern Methodist U
TX
Stanford Univ.
CA
SUNY - Purchase
NY
Syracuse Univ.
NY
Texas, Univ. of (Austin)
TX
Univ. of Massachusetts at Amherst MA
USC
CA
Wake Forest College
SC
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Brown
Cal State
Chico
Fullerton,
Long Beach
Pomona
Sacramento
San Jose
Santa Barbara
San Marcos
Cal Tech
Carnegie Mellon
Dartmouth
Drew
De Paul
Linfield
LMU
Loyola U of Chicago
Menlo College
Pepperdine
Regis
San Jose State
Santa Clara, School of
Computer Science
Smith
Stanford
UC
Berkeley
Los Angeles
Santa Cruz
Riverside
San Diego
USC
Univ. of San Diego
Woodbury
CONSTRUCTION MGMT.
CSU
Pomona
SLO
Chico
Fresno
Long Beach
Sacramento
CO-OP PROGRAMS
Antioch
Drexel
GA Inst. Of Tech

RI
CA

CA
CA
PA
NH
NJ
IL
OR
CA
IL
CA
CA
CO
CA
CA
MA
CA
CA

CA
CA
CA
CA

CA

OH
NJ
GA

Johnson & Wales
Kettering Univ.
Long Island Univ.
Northeastern
Pace
Rochester Inst. Of Tech.
Univ. of Cincinnati

CO
MI
NY
MA
NY
NY
CI

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
No. AZ Univ.
Chapman
Cal State
Bakersfield
Chico
Fresno
Fullerton
Hayward
San Diego
San Francisco
Northeastern
Pace
Regis Univ.
UC Irvine-Criminology

CA
MA
NY
CO
CA

DANCE
Amherst, Univ. of Massachusetts at
Arizona State Univ.
Arizona, Univ. of
Bennington College
Cal Arts
Cal State Long Beach
Chapman College
Connecticut College
Dominican College
Duke University
Fordham Univ.
Goucher College
Hampshire College
Indiana Univ.
Loyola Marymount U
Macalester College
Mills College
New York Univ.
No. Carolina School of Art
Ohio Univ. (Athens)
Pomona College
Sarah Lawrence Col.
Scripps College
Skidmore College
Smith College
Southern Methodist U
SUNY - Purchase
Texas Christian U
UC Irvine
UCLA
UC Santa Barbara
Utah, Univ. of
Washington, Univ. of

MA
AZ
AZ
VT
CA
CA
CA
CT
CA
NC
NY
MD
MA
IN
CA
MN
CA
NY
NC
OH
CA
NY
CA
NY
MA
TX
NY
TX
CA
CA
CA
UT
WA

AZ
CA
CA

DRAMA (see also Performing Arts)
http://dmoz.org/Arts/Performing_Arts/Theat
re/Education/Colleges_and_Departments/N
ort
http://www.petersons.com/vpa/vpsector.asp
?path=ug.fas.visual
Acad. of Music & Dram. Arts
NY
Adelphi
NY
*Amer. Acad. of
CA & NY
Dramatic Arts
Arizona State University
AZ
Barnard
NY
Bennington
VT
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Brandeis
Cal Arts
Catholic
Carnegie Mellon
Case Western Reserve
Circle in the Sq. Theatre
Columbia College
Connecticut College
Cornell
Cornish Col. of the Arts
DePaul Univ. Cons. Program
Drew (Broadway semester)
NJ Shakespeare on campus in
summers. Apply for Drew
Scholars scholarship program
100% 1st year tuition)
Duke
Fordham
(Lincoln Ctr. Campus)
Emerson
Indiana University
Interlochen Arts Academy
Ithaca
Marymount Manhattan
Michigan State
Muhlenberg College
(Workshops in NY)
No. Carolina Sch. of the Arts
Northwestern
NYU-(Tisch)
Ohio Wesleyan
Sarah Lawrence
Savannah College of Art
Skidmore
So. Methodist University
So. Oregon U., Ashland
(Shakespeare Fest. in summer)
Stella Adler Studio
SUNY Purchase
Syracuse
Trinity College
Tufts
U of the Arts
U of Hartford
U of Miami
U Missouri, Kansas City
UCLA
UC San Diego
USC
U of Washington
Vassar
Wagner (near NYC)
(Ranked best college
theatre by Princeton Review)
Wesleyan
Whitman
Wilkes University
Yale

MA
CA
DC
PA
OH
NY
IL
CT
NY
WA
IL

CT
WA
PA
CT

ENGINEERING
Arizona State
Arizona, University of
Boston University
Clarkson Univ.
Cal Poly SLO
Cal Tech
Colorado State
Columbia Univ.
Cornell Univ.
Dartmouth College
Denver, Univ. of
Drexel Univ.

AZ
AZ
MA
NY
CA
CA
CO
NY
NY
NH
CO
PA

NC
NY
MA
IN
MI
NY
NY
MI
PA
NC
IL
NY
OH
NY
GA
NY
TX
OR
NY
NY
NY
CT
MA
PA
CT
FL
MO
CA
CA
CA
WA
NY
NY

Franklin Olin Coll. of Engineering
Harvey Mudd
Illinois Inst/Tech.
Indiana, Univ. of
Lafayette College
Lehigh Univ.
LMU
M.I.T.
Montana, Univ. of
Notre Dame
Penn State`
Purdue
NJ Univ.
Northeastern
Rensselaer
Rice
Santa Clara
Seattle, Univ. of
Smith (only women’s coll. w/eng.
Stanford
Union College
Univ. of San Diego
UC
Berkeley
Davis
Irvine
Los Angeles
Merced
Riverside
San Diego
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Univ. of Nevada, Las Vegas
Univ. of Pennsylvania
University of Portland
Univ. of Washington
Union College ( 1 of top 10)
USC
Tufts
Vanderbilt Univ.
Washington Univ. St. Louis
Worcester Poly Inst.

MA
CA
IL
IN
PA
PA
CA
MA
MT
IN
PA
IN
MA
NY
TX
CA
WA
MA
CA
NY
CA
CA

NE
PA
OR
WA
NY
CA
MA
TN
MO
MA

ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES
Amherst, University o MA at
Boston College
Cal Poly SLO
Chicago, Univ. of
Columbia Univ.
Dartmouth
Duke Univ.
Humboldt State U
Linfield (policy or science
Miami, Univ. of
Mills College
Northwestern
Ohio Univ.
Puget Sound, University of
Redlands, Univ. of
Reed
Tufts
UC Berkeley
UC Riverside
UC Santa Cruz
Yale Univ.

MA
MA
CA
IL
NY
NH
NC
CA
OR
FL
CA
IL
OH
WA
CA
WA
MA
CA
CA
CA
CT

FASHION DESIGN
Arizona State Univ.
Arizona, University of
CA College of the Arts
Colorado State Univ.
Cornell

AZ
AZ
CA
CO
NY

CSU
CA
Fresno
LA (also textiles)
Long Beach (has fashion merchandising)
Northridge
San Francisco (apply as Junior)
Drexel
NJ
FIDM
CA
Marist
Marymount /Palos Verdes
CA
Northern Arizona
AZ
Oregon State`
OR
Otis Parsons Inst.
CA
Parsons (New School)
NY
Pratt
NY
Point Loma`
CA
RISD
RI
Savannah School of Art & Design
GA
Seattle Pacific
WA
Syracuse Univ.
NY
Vermont, Univ. of
VT
Washington State
WA
Woodbury Univ.
CA
FILM & VIDEO & TV
American Univ.
Arizona State
Arizona, Univ. of
Bard
Boston Univ.
Brooks Inst.
Cal Arts
Carnegie-Mellon U
Chapman
Claremont Mc Kenna
Colorado (Boulder)
Columbia College
CSU
Long Beach
Monterey Bay
Northridge
San Diego
SF (script writing)
San Jose
Santa Barbara
Dartmouth
Denison
Drexel
Emerson College
Emory
Fordham Univ.
George Washington
Gonzaga
Hampshire
Loyola Marymount U
Middlebury
New York Univ.
Northwestern
Pennsylvania St U
Pitzer
Pratt
Purdue
RISD
Santa Clara
Savannah College of Art
And Design
Scripps
Syracuse Univ.
U. of Col., Boulder
UC
Berkeley
Davis

DC
AZ
AZ
NY
MA
CA
CA
PA
CA
CA
CO
IL
CA

NH
OH
NJ
MA
GA
NY
DC
WA
MA
CA
VT
NY
IL
PA
CA
NY
IN
RI
CA
GA
CA
NY
CO
CA
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Irvine
Los Angeles
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Univ. of the Arts
U. of Nevada Las Vegas
Univ. of Pacific
USC
Wash. U. in St. Louis
Wesleyan
FINE ARTS
Acad. of Art
Arizona, Univ. of
Art Inst. of Chicago
Barnard
Bates
Bennington
Boston Univ.
Brown Univ.
Bryn Mawr
Cal Arts
Cal Coll./Arts/Crafts
Carnegie-Mellon
Chapman
Colby
Colorado U (Boulder)
Cornell Univ.
CSU
Los Angeles
Long Beach
San Jose
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
San Luis Obispo
De Paul
Drew Univ.
Fordham
Marymount Palos Verdes
Mass. College/Art
Northwestern
Oberlin
Otis Parsons Inst.
Pomona College
Rhode Island,
School of Design
San Francisco Art Ins.
Sarah Lawrence Coll.
Scripps College
So. Methodist Univ.
Univ. of N. Colorado
Univ. of Redlands
UC
Davis
Los Angeles
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Vassar College
Whittier

PA
NV
CA
CA
MO
CT

CA
AZ
IL
NY
ME
CT
MA
RI
PA
CA
CA
PA
CA
ME
CO
NY
CA

IL
NJ
NY
CA
MA
IL
OH
CA
CA
RI
CA
NY
CA
TX
CO
CA
CA

NY
CA

FIRE SCIENCE
Columbia College – 2 yr.
El Camino
CSU Los Angeles
Washington St.

CA
CA
CA
WA

FORENSICS
(SEE ALSO Criminal Justice)
Chaminade
Pace (co-op)
U of CO, Colorado Springs

HI
NY
CO

FORESTRY
Colorado State U
CSU Humboldt
Drew
Duke Univ.
Evergreen State U
No. Arizona State
Oregon State Univ.
Purdue
Univ. of Vermont
Univ. of Washington
UC Berkeley
Yale Univ.

CO
CA
NJ
NC
WA
AZ
OR
IN
VT
WA
CA
CT

GOLF MANAGEMENT—key to degree is
affiliation w/ PGA
http://careernet.pgalinks.com/helpwanted/e
mpcenter/pgaandyou/universities.cfm
*Arizona State
AZ
Clemson
SC
Coastal Carolina Univ.
SC
Ferris St. University
MI
Florida Gulf Coast U.
FL
*Mississippi St.
MS
Ohio St.
OH
Penn State
PA
U of Nebraska
NE
U of Nevada Las Vegas
NV
U of New Mexico
NM
U of So Carolina, Aiken
SC
U of West Kentucky
KY
Winthrop University
SC
U Mass, Amherst
MA
(turf grass mgmt.)
GRAPHIC ART
Arizona State
Art Institute
Biola
Brown (Lucas Film)
Ca Col. of the Arts
CSU
Long Beach
Northridge
San Diego
San Luis Obispo
Mt. St. Mary's
Otis Parsons Inst.
Savannah College of
Art and Design
Univ. of Pacific
Univ. of San Francisco
Woodbury
HOTEL MANAGEMENT
Boston Univ.
Colorado State Univ.
Cornell
CSU
Long Beach
Pomona (has own hotel)
San Diego
San Francisco
San Jose
Hawaii Pacific
Johnson & Wales U
Michigan St.
No Arizona, Univ. of
NYU
Oregon State
Pace
Purdue

AZ
CA
CA
RI
CA
CA

CA
CA
GA
CA
CA
CA

MA
CO
NY
CA

HI
RI
MI
AZ
NY
OR
NY
IN

Rutgers
Syracuse
Univ. of Denver
U Mass at Amherst (own hotel)
U. of Nevada Las Vegas
Univ. of San Francisco
Washington State (1 of top 4 )
INTERIOR DESIGN
Art Inst. of Chicago
Cal Arts
Chapman
Notre Dame De Namur
Colorado State
CSU
Long Beach
Fresno
Northridge
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Sacramento
San Francisco
San Jose
FIDM
George Washington
New York School of
Interior Design
Parsons
Pratt
Purdue
RISD
Santa Monica College
Syracuse
Univ. of Oregon
USC
USF
Washington St
Woodbury
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
American Univ.
Boston Univ.
Catholic Univ.
Claremont McKenna
Creighton
CSU
Bakersfield
Chico
Fresno
Long Beach
Sacramento
San Francisco
Drew University
Emory
Fairfield University
George Washington U
Georgetown Univ.
Northwestern
Occidental
Pepperdine
Pomona
Princeton University
Scripps
Stanford
Tufts
Tulane
U. of Col., Boulder
Univ. of Denver
Univ. of Notre Dame
Univ. of Redlands
Univ. of Washington

PA
NY
CO
MA
NV
CA
WA

IL
CA
CA
CA
CO
CA

CA
DC
NY
NY
NY
IN
RI
CA
NY
OR
CA
CA
WA
CA

DC
MA
DC
CA
NE
CA

NJ
GA
CT
DC
DC
IL
CA
CA
CA
NJ
CA
CA
MA
LA
CO
CO
IN
CA
WA
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UC
Davis
San Diego
Univ. of Pacific
USC
Yale
JAZZ
Cal Arts
CSU Los Angeles,
Bakersfield
Fullerton
Hofstra
Indiana Univ. School of Music
Lawrence Univ. Cons.
Loyola of New Orleans
New School
NYU
Oberlin (new jazz building)
U of CO at Boulder
Univ. of Denver
Univ. of Loyola @ New Orleans
Univ. of Oregon
USC Thornton School of Music
Washington St
JOURNALISM
Alfred Univ.
American Univ.
Arizona State Univ.
Arizona, Univ. .of
Bennington Univ.
Boston Univ.
Bucknell Univ.
Cal Poly SLO
CSU
Fullerton
Northridge
San Diego
San Jose
San Luis Obispo
Chapman College
Colorado, Univ. of
Columbia Univ.
Emerson College
Florida State Univ.
Fordham
Georgia, Univ. of
Gonzaga
Indiana, Univ. of
Iowa, Univ. of
Lehigh Univ.
Miami, Univ. of
Michigan, Univ. of
Missouri, Univ. of
North Carolina, U of
Northwestern Univ.
Occidental
Oregon, Univ. of
Pacific, U of the
Pepperdine Univ.
Seattle Univ.
Simmons College
Syracuse Univ.
Texas, Univ. of
USC
UC Irvine
Univ. of Mass, at Amherst
Univ. of Oregon
Univ. of the Pacific
Washington & Lee
MARINE BIOLOGY

CA

CA
CA
CT

CA
CA
NY
IN
WI
LA
NY
NY
OH
CO
CO
LA
OR
CA
WA

NY
DC
AZ
AZ
VT
MA
PA
CA

CA
CO
NY
MA
FL
NY
GA
WA
IN
IA
PA
FL
MI
MO
NC
IL
CA
OR
CA
CA
WA
MA
NY
TX
CA
CA
MA
OR
CA
VA

Boston Univ.
Brown
Catholic Univ.
Colgate
Connecticut College
Cornell
CSU
Fresno
Fullerton
Long Beach
Maritime Acad.
Stanislaus
San Francisco
San Jose
Sonoma
Humboldt
Monterey Bay
San Diego
Goucher
Hampshire
Hawaii Pacific
Occidental College
Smith
UC
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
San Diego
USD

MA
RI
DC
NY
CT
NY
CA

MD
MA
HI
CA
MA
CA

CA

MEDICAL, ACCELERATED
Boston Univ.
Brown Univ.
Case Western
Drew Univ.
George Washington
Lehigh
Louisiana State
Medical College of PA
Miami, Univ. of
Michigan, Univ. of
Missouri, Univ. of
Northwestern
NYU
Penn State
Rensselaer Tech
Rochester, Univ.
Rutgers Univ.
SUNY - Brooklyn
UC Riverside
Univ. of Missouri
USC
Villanova
Washington Univ.

MA
RI
OH
NJ
DC
PA
LA
PA
FL
MI
MO
IL
NY
PA
NY
NY
NJ
NY
CA
MO
CA
PA
MO

MUSIC
American
Arizona State
Bennington College
Berklee College
Boston U
CSU Long Beach
CSU Northridge
Chicago, Univ. of
Cincinnati Cons. Music
Curtis
Drake University
Eastman School of Music
Florida, Univ. of
Franklin Marshall (conducting)
Illinois, Univ. of
Indiana, Univ. of
Iowa, Univ. of

DC
AZ
VT
MA
MA
CA
CA
IL
OH
PA
IA
NY
FL
NY
IL
IN
IA

Julliard School
Loyola New Orleans
Lawrence Univ.
Mannes Coll./Music
Maryland, Univ. of
Michigan, Univ. of
New England Cons.
North Texas State
Northwestern Univ.
NYU
Oberlin College
Pacific, Univ. of the
Pennsylvania, U
Pomona College
Redlands, Univ.
Rice
Rutgers Univ.
Santa Clara Univ.
UC
UCLA
UCI
UCR
Univ. of Oregon
University of Redlands
USC
Wesleyan College
Williams College
Wisconsin, Univ. of
Wooster, College of
Yale Univ.

NY
LA
NY
NY
MD
MI
MA
TX
IL
NY
OH
CA
PA
CA
.CA
TX
NJ
CA
CA

OR
CA
CA
CT
MA
WI
OH
CT

MUSICAL THEATRE
http://www.geocities.com/musicaltheatercol
leges/babfa.html
Adelphi
NY
Allegheny College
PA
American
DC
Arizona State
AZ
Baldwin-Wallace
OH
*Bard-(most popular)
NY
Belmont Univ., Nashville
TN
Boston College
MA
Carnegie Mellon
PA
(most respected in country)
Catholic
DC
Cincinnati Conservatory
OH
(part of U. of Cincinnati)
Colgate
NY
Col. of William & Mary
VA
Columbia College
IL
Cornell
NY
CSU
CA
Fullerton
Northridge (new performing
Arts Building)
DePaul
IL
Drake
IA
Duke
NC
Elmhurst
IL
Elon,-like a conservatory
NC
Professional placement
Emerson
MA
George Mason
VA
Georgetown
DC
Illinois Wesleyan
IL
Indiana
IN
Linfield
OR
Muhlenberg
PA
NYU, Tisch
NY
Northwestern
IL
Oberlin
OH
Ohio Wesleyan
OH
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Oregon State
Penn State
Pomona
SUNY
Fredonia
New Palz
Purchase (flagship)
St. Mary’s College of CA
Syracuse
Susquehanna
Trinity College
The Boston Conservatory
U of Arts, Philadelphia
U of CO, Boulder
U of Miami (Frost School)
U of Michigan
U of No. CO, Greeley
U of Oregon
U of Redlands
UC
UCLA – Ray Bolger Program
in Musical Theatre
UC Riverside
Vanderbilt
Whitman-scholarships
Willamette
Syracuse
(Design Tech, Drama,
Director, Stage Mgmt.)
Yale
NURSING
Arizona State
Arizona, Univ. of
Azusa Pacific Univ.
Boston College
Cal State
Bakersfield
Chico
Dominguez Hills
Fresno
Hayward
Humboldt
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Sacramento
San Diego
San Francisco
San Jose
Drexel
Georgetown Univ.
Hawaii Pacific
Holy Names College
Mt St. Mary's College
Pennsylvania, U of
Seattle University
Univ. of Portland
U of San Francisco
USC CA
Villanova Univ.
OPTOMETRY
N. E. College of Opt.
Pacific University
Simpson
So. CA Coll. of Opt.
SUNY College of Opt.
UC Berkeley
Univ. of Houston
Villanova
Univ. of Oregon
PERFORMING ART

OR
PA
CA
NY

CA
NY
PA
CT
MA
PA
CO
FL
MI
CO
OR
CA
CA

TN
WA
OR
NY
NY
CT

AZ
AZ
CA
MA
CA

NJ
DC
HI
CA
CA
PA
WA
OR
CA
PA

MA
OR
MA
CA
NY
CA
TX
PA
OR

American Univ.
Amherst
Arizona State
Barnard
Bennington
Boston College
Boston Univ.
Cal Arts
Cal Lutheran
Carnegie Mellon
Chapman
Colby
Connecticut College
CSU CA
Fullerton
San Francisco
San Jose
Dartmouth
DePaul
Drew
Emerson
Fordham
Holy Cross
LMU
Middlebury
North Colorado
Northwestern
NYU, Tisch
Oberlin
Occidental
Santa Clara
Sarah Lawrence
SMUTX
Syracuse
UC
LA
San Diego
Univ. of Pacific
USC CA
Whittier
PHARMACY
Creighton
USC CA
Univ. of the Pacific
Univ. of Arizona
Univ. of Colorado,
(Boulder)
Univ. of Nevada, Reno
Northeastern
Washington St.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Acad. of Art College
Arizona State
Bennington
Boston Univ.
Brooks Inst.
College of
Arts & Crafts
Colorado State
CSU CA
Fullerton
Long Beach
San Luis Obispo
No. Arizona Univ.
Otis
Pratt NY
Purdue
RISD
Santa Cruz
Savannah School of

DC
MA
AZ
NY
CT
MA
MA
CA
CA
PA
CA
ME
CT

NH
IL
NJ
MA
NY
MA
CA
VT
CO
IL
NY
OH
CA
CA
NY
NY
CA

CA
CA

NB
CA
AZ
CO
NV
IL
WA

CA
AZ
CT
MA
CA
CA
CO

AZ
CA
IN
RI
CA

Art and Design
Syracuse
UCSD
Univ. of Co, Denver
Univ. of Connecticut
Univ. of Rochester
Univ. of Washington
Univ. of Arizona
USC CA
USF
Whittier
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Boston University
Cal State
Fresno
Long Beach
Sacramento
San Francisco
Northridge
Chapman
Marquette
Mt. St. Mary's
North Arizona
Oregon State
San Jose State
St. Mary's College
Univ. of No Colorado
Univ. of Washington
PSYCHOLOGY
American
Amherst
Arizona State
Bates
Baylor
Boston University
Bryn Mawr
Carnegie Mellon
Clark (Heinz Werner Inst)
CSU
Channel Islands
Humboldt
Northridge
Sonoma
Fordham
Lewis & Clark
Occidental
(has pre-med adv)
Pepperdine
Pitzer
Pomona College
Ripon
Seattle University
Skidmore
Stanford
SUNY, Stony Brook
Syracuse
Temple
Tufts
Tulane
U of Connecticut
U of Oregon (MA & PhD)
U of PA
U of Rochester
UC – all campuses
USC CA
USF CA
Vanderbilt (Peabody Sch.)

GA
NY
CA
CO
CT
NY
WA
AZ
CA
CA

MA
CA

CA
CA
WI
CA
AZ
OR
CA
CA
CO
WA

DC
MA
AZ
ME
TX
MA
PA
PA
MA
CA

NY
OR
CA
CA
CA
CA
WI
WA
NY
CA
NY
NY
MA
MA
LA
CT
OR
PA
NY
CA

TN

PUBLIC POLICY
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Gettysburg
Hamilton College
Skidmore
(advanced study
Institute, Global hot spots
Peace & Studies Program)
U of Oregon
USC CA
Vanderbilt

PA
NY
NY

OR
TN

TV CINEMA/RADIO (see also
Film/Video/Screenwriting)
American
DC
Arizona State
AZ
Boston University
MA
Cal Arts
CA
School of Film/Video)
Columbia College
IL
(radio, news edit)
CSU CA
Fullerton
Long Beach
Los Angeles
*Northridge
San Diego
*San Francisco (scriptwriting)
San Jose
Emerson
MA
Fordham
NY
George Washington
DC
Gonzaga
WA
LMU
CA
Northwestern
IL
NYU
NY
Purdue
IN
Santa Clara (classes in color
TV production)
CA
U of Arizona
AZ
U of CO Boulder
CO
U of Oregon
OR
(Broadcast Journalism)
UCLA
CA
USC CA
RECREATION, TOURISM
Alaska Pacific
(Outdoor studies)
CSU
Cal Poly SLO
Chico (Recreation Admin.)
Dominguez Hills
East Bay
Fresno
Humboldt (rec. adm.)
Long Beach (recreation)
Northridge
Sacramento
San Diego
(recreation emphasis in
outdoors)
San Francisco
San Jose (leisure studies)
Green Mountain
Sterling
(Outdoor educ. & leadership)
U of Utah
(Parks, Rec. &Tourism)
ROBOTICS
Cal Tech
Carnegie Mellon
Case Western Reserve

AK
CA

VT
VT
UT

CA
PA
OH

Connecticut College
Cornell
Daniel Webster
George Mason
Harvey Mudd
Johns Hopkins
Lehigh
MIT
Rensselaer
Rice
Stanford
Tufts
U of Iowa
U of Maryland
U of Massachusetts
U of Michigan
U of Washington
UC Berkeley
USC
Worcester Polytech Inst.

CT
NY
NH
VA
CA
MD
PA
MA
NY
TX
CA
MA
IA
MD
MA
MI
WA
CA
CA
MA

SOUND ENGINEERING
http://www.aes.org/education/geoinst.cfm?
GeoID=1
Chapman
CA
Cal Poly Pomona
CA
Cogswell College
CA
Columbia College
IL
5 Towns College
NY
Full Sail
FL
Marymount College
CA
Michigan Tech. University
MI
Savannah School of Art and
Design (SCAD)
GA
SUNY Fredonia
NY
Texas State
TX
U of New Haven
CT
SPORTS BROADCASTING
American
Arizona State
Chapman
DePauw
Duke
Emerson
Fordham
George Mason
George Washington
Hofstra
Indiana U
Iowa State
Ithaca
Marquette
Northeastern (co-op)
Northwestern
NYU
Penn State
Syracuse (Bob Costas)
U of Oregon
U of Maryland
U of Miami
U of Montana
UNC Chapel Hill
USC

DC
AZ
CA
IN
NC
MA
NY
VA
DC
NY
IN
IA
NY
WI
MA
IL
NY
PA
NY
OR
MD
FL
MT
NC
CA

SPORTS MANAGEMENT/ MARKETING
http://www.nassm.org
American
DC
Denison
OH
Drexel (co-op)
PA
Franklin Pierce
NH
Indiana State
IN

Indiana University
Ithaca College
U of Loyola Chicago
Northeastern (co-op)
NYU (has Col. of Hospitality
And Sports Management)
St. Mary’s College of CA
Oberlin
Tulane
U of Denver
U Mass., Amherst
U of Oregon
U of Pacific
Washington State
SPORTS MEDICINE
CSU
Chico
Northridge
Marquette
(also exercise Science)
*U of the Pacific
Sport Sciences, Athletic
Training, Sport Management,
Sports Medicine,
Sport Pedagogy
SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY
Adams State
(out of State scholarship)
Marquette
Simmons College
Syracuse
U of Connecticut
U of Iowa
Villanova
STUDIO ART
Bard
Connecticut College
Denison
Lawrence
Northeastern – partners
w/ School of the Museum of
Fine Arts to offer BFA & MFA
Scripps
Skidmore
(almost conservatory)
Smith
Southern Connecticut
St. Olaf
Tufts (partners w/ School
of the Museum of Fine Arts
UCLA
Joint Programs
Art Center Col of Design
& Occidental Col & Cal Tech
Art Inst. of Boston &
Lesley U. MA Coll. of Art &
Wentworth Inst. of Tech,
Simmons College
Emmanuel Col., MA Col. of
Phar. And Wheelock
Cleveland Inst. of Art & Case
Western Reserve.
Maryland Inst. Col. of Art &
Johns Hopkins
Milwaukee Inst. of Art and
Design & Marquette.
Minneapolis Col of Art and
Design & Macalester
Pacific NW Col of Art &

IN
NY
IL
MA
NY
CA
OH
LA
CO
MA
OR
CA
WA

CA

WI
CA

CO
WI
MA
NY
CT
IA
PA

NY
CT
OH
WI
MA

CA
NY
MA
CT
OH
MA
CA
CA
MA

OH
MD
WI
MN
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Reed Col & Portland St. U.
PA Academy of the Fine
Arts & U of PA
RISD w/ Brown
School of the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston & Tufts and
Wheaton
School of the Art Institute
of Chicago & Roosevelt U.
THEATRE ARTS
Bates
Boston University
Brandeis
Buchnell
Cal Arts (acting, Directing,
Tech mgmt.)
CSU
Long Beach
Northridge
San Francisco
Sonoma State
Carnegie Mellon
Chapmen College
Connecticut College
Cornell.
Creighton (LIED School)
Dartmouth
DePaul (world renowned
Drama department
Dickinson (theatrical design)
Drew
Duke
Emerson
Goucher
Harvard
Ithaca
Kenyon

OR
PA
RI
MA

IL

ME
MA
MA
PA
CA
CA

PA
CA
CT
NY
NE
NH
IL
PA
NJ
NC
MA
MD
MA
NY
OH

LMU
CA
Macalaster
MN
NYU (Tisch)
NY
Northwestern
IL
Occidental
CA
Pace (Theatre Design)
NY
Pomona College
CA
Santa Clara
CA
Skidmore
NY
Southern Methodist
TX
Trinity College
CT
Tufts
MA
Tulane
LA
UC
CA
Irvine (Clair Trevor School)
LA (musical theater)
Riverside
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
U of Chicago
IL
U of the Pacific
CA
U of Redlands
CA
USC
CA
U of Washington
WA
Vanderbilt
TN
Vassar
NY
Wesleyan
CT
Whitman
WA
Williams College
MA
Yale University
CT
2-year programs
AMDI
CA & NY
(American Musical & Drama
Acad. Hollywood
NY
LA City College (Acting)
CA
Technical Theatre, Costuming)
PCPA Theatre (Pacific conservatory
of Perf. Arts, Santa Monica
CA

(Actor, technical Training)
VETERINARY
Colorado State
Cornell - College of
Veterinary Medicine
Davis
Fordham
Oregon State
Purdue
Simmons
Sonoma
Texas A & M
Tufts
Univ. of Arizona
Univ. of Florida
Univ. of Pennsylvania
Washington & Lee
Washington State

CO
NY
CA
NY
OR
IN
MA
CA
TX
MA
AZ
FL
PA
WA
WA
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WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU ARE ACCEPTED TO A COLLEGE
THE ACCEPTANCE LETTER
Students and parents often look at the envelope, trying to decide by its thickness whether it contains good or
bad news. Unfortunately, you just can’t tell by the envelope what the news inside may be. It is a great
feeling to see those words, “we are pleased to inform you that….” Parents and students should first read the
letter closely. The following questions should be asked regarding conditions of admission:
1. Are there any conditions of admission?
2. What specific actions are required by the student regarding accepting the admission offer?
3. What about the financial aid package offer and what steps should be taken to secure that offer?
4. How do you accept/reject the offer of admission, on line? In writing? Signed documents?
5. What are the housing arrangements and deadlines?
6. What are the registration dates?
7. Is there a summer orientation program for incoming students?

SENIORITIS!!!
All letters of acceptance are provisional depending upon successful completion of all work in progress and
graduates in good standing from their high school. Parents and students should contact the college
admissions office directly or their high school guidance counselor to discuss concerns or questions about
admissions offers. Colleges and Universities are not forgiving when they see any hints of “senioritis”.
Your offer of admission could be rescinded. Two C’s or a D may risk rejection at most UC campuses and
all competitive colleges or universities. The university expects to admit the same caliber of student that
they accepted.

THE REJECTION LETTER
As in the case with an acceptance letter, read the rejection letter closely. Many times a rejection letter will
contain information on how you can be admitted, may offer delayed admission, or may indicate procedures
for appealing a rejection
Many times a college will not accept a student for the fall semester, but instead will offer a delayed
admission, where a student can be admitted in January. Often the delayed admission gives the student an
opportunity to take classes through a community college or extension program pending their admission.

APPEALS
You may appeal the college’s decision. However, the success of an appeal depends on what new
compelling information ( e.g. awards, College Level class grade, etc.) or extenuating circumstances that you
have to add that was NOT included in your original application. Only appeal a decision if that is the school
you intend to attend. Do not appeal just to see if you can reverse the school’s decision. If you win the
appeal, it is expected that you will accept that school’s offer of admission. You may want to call the college
admissions officer or recruiter that you had met previously to discuss options of appeal.

WAIT LISTS
The college may place you on a wait list. This means that if the College finds that there is still room in the
Freshman class following the May 1 Statement of Intent to Register date, a certain number of students who
chose to remain on the Wait List will be offered admission. Sometimes schools admit students from the
Wait List in May but usually not until the summer. Once the school goes to the wait list, they are looking
for students that they feel certain will attend. Those students who make it clear that they will accept an
offer of admission at that school have the advantage over other wait list candidates.
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Wait lists………..continued
If you want to remain on the Wait List:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Contact with the school is very important. Write a letter to the school telling of your sincere
desire to attend
Inform the school of any new additional information not on the original application especially
awards, scholarships received, etc.
Visit the school if possible and try to make an appointment with an admissions counselor
If you are on a Wait List with the intention of accepting at that college ---it is very important
that you accept at another college by May 1st. If you do not come off of the wait list and have
not accepted at another college, you will have NO college to attend in the Fall! Colleges
understand that they will lose some students to wait lists and will not penalize you for
withdrawing your acceptance other than by possibly forfeiting your deposit.

STATEMENT OF INTENT TO REGISTER (SIR)
May 1 is the national deadline for students to submit their Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) to the
College that they wish to attend in the fall. This is the most important of all of those dreaded deadlines,
for if you miss this one, you automatically forfeit your acceptance and admission. To guarantee your
acceptance in the Fall:
1) Make sure that you send your Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) with your deposit as soon as
possible and no later than May 1. Send with a Certificate of Mailing.
2) ACCEPT AT ONLY ONE College. Colleges regard multiple acceptances as an extreme breach
of ethics on your part and are unforgiving. Don’t risk being denied at both colleges by accepting
at more than one.
3) As a courtesy, inform the remaining schools that had accepted you that you will not be attending.

FINAL TRANSCRIPT
Your final transcript must be sent to the school you accepted at. Forms can be found at the front desk.
Your final transcript will be sent to only ONE school that requests your final transcript.
Final acceptance is dependent upon receipt of your final transcript. Schools will review your final grades
before they send your final acceptance. This guarantees the school that grades, attendance, etc. have
been maintained.
FINANCIAL AID
You should have your financial aid offer and your acceptance of it taken care of by the middle of May,
and if your financial aid package has not yet been sent to you, contact your counselor and/or the
financial aid office of the college/university.
Parents and students need to know how the financial aid will be distributed, as well as the payment plans
that the college will have for tuition and housing. The university will normally send this information to you
as soon as you have notified them of your “intent to register”.

81

82

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Four Purposes of Community Colleges
•
•
•
•

To learn occupational or technical skills.
To earn a certificate in a vocational area.
To earn an Associate of Arts Degree or an Associate of Science Degree in a general
education program or in a vocational program.
To prepare to transfer to a four-year college or university with or without receiving an
associate degree.

Advantages
•
•
•

A wide choice of classes leading to a vocational certificate, an Associate of Art (AA) or
Associate of Science (AS) degree, or credits transferable to a four-year college.
It is not necessary to leave home since most students commute.
The cost is the least expensive of all the higher education options.

Admission Requirements
•
•

High school graduates, if under the age of 18.
All individuals over 18 years of age, both high school grads and non-grads.

Costs
•
•

The student buys his/her own books and supplies and pays a small health and parking fee.
Check the individual college catalogs for other fees. Costs per unit vary.

Tests Required
•

Neither the SAT nor ACT is required for admission. However, students enrolling will be required
to take English and Mathematics placement exams, which are given at the college.

Community Colleges in California


For a complete list of all Community Colleges in the State including campuses that offer housing,
go to www.cccco.edu

.
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HONORS TRANSFER PROGRAM
All Community Colleges offer an academic achievement program for highly motivated students known as the
Honors Transfer Program (HTP). This program is also tailored to provide priority admission at all University
of California and California State University campuses and many of the private universities. Any student
who completes the Honors Transfer Program and plans to transfer to a 4-year school after completing their
sophomore year , will have access to transfer counseling in order to insure that their courses satisfy all of the
necessary requirements of the transfer institution.
To be eligible, all entering students are required to have a cumulative 3.0 GPA, take the English Placement
Test and qualify for English 1A, and fill out an Honors Transfer Program application, which includes a 500word essay. To maintain eligibility in the Honors Transfer Program, the student must complete at least one
core course each semester, maintain at least a 3.0 GPA, complete English 1A during the first semester in the
program and participate in the Honors Transfer Program meetings and activities.
Other benefits of the Honors Transfer Program include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

An honors program director and an honors counselor for special advisement.
Priority registration for all classes to ensure enrollment in desired classes.
Enrollment in special honors classes taught by outstanding faculty.
Close academic and social interaction with a select group of highly motivated students.
Meetings which provide information and assistance leading to academic and personal growth.
Special privileges offered by alliance, or participating universities.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA TRANSFER
ADMISSION GUARANTEE (TAG)
Seven UC campuses (all but UC Berkeley and UCLA) offer guaranteed admission to California
community college students who meet specific requirements. By participating in a Transfer
Admission Guarantee (TAG) program, students receive early review of their academic records, early
admission notification, and specific guidance about major preparation and general education
coursework. UCSD will ONLY accept students in the TAG program for their campus. For more
information, go to www.uctransfer.org and click on Transfer Admission Guarantee.
EL CAMINO FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE PROGRAM (FYE)
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/fye/
First year experience program is designed to prepare you for academic success and to help you in selecting
the career path that’s right for you. Advantages include: guaranteed classes through early group registration,
FYE counselor, FYE designated faculty, field trips to various UC, CSU and private universities, guest
speakers, peer mentors. To register: 1)Complete el Camino College application, 2) Submit FYE program
application, 3) Complete English and Math placement exams, 4) Schedule your first counseling appointment
the FYE program by calling 310-660-6936.
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Map of California Community Colleges Campus Locations

85

AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Community colleges are not all alike. Although they offer similar core classes, some also offer unique
training or certificate programs, a wider or preferred selection of courses and schedules, Associate’s
degrees and/or transfer advantages to impacted programs in selective institutions.
CERRITOS COLLEGE – 11110 Alondra Blvd., Norwalk 90650; www.cerritos.edu
Known for its health sciences/technical certificate programs, this college offers:
 Associate Degrees in Natural Sciences and Health Education.
 A smaller, more personal campus climate than many community colleges.
EL CAMINO COLLEGE – 16007 Crenshaw Blvd., Torrance 90506; www.elcamino.edu
 An Honors Transfer Program with a 95% + transfer rate to students’ first choice four-year
colleges and universities.
 Vocational programs in Manufacturing Technology, Nursing, Environmental Technology, and
Welding which are among the best nationwide.
 A wide range of popular programs, including: American Sign Language, Ethnic Studies, Music,
and Television & Media Communications.
LONG BEACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE – Locations include:
Liberal Arts Campus: 4901 East Carson St., Long Beach 90808;
Pacific Coast Campus: 1305 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach 90806; www.lbcc.edu
 Two campuses offer 25,000 students a myriad of academic, technical and vocational programs.
Most popular majors include: Nursing, Electrical Engineering, and Electronic Technology.
 Students enjoy diverse opportunities to gain leadership experience in student government, fine and
performing arts, and award-winning publications.
LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE – www.lacitycollege.edu
 Hollywood WorkSource Center. A partnership of sorts with regional industries, the center matches
student skill sets to meet company needs, fostering careers in nursing, aviation technology,
respiratory therapy, hospitality industries and entertainment.
LOS ANGELES HARBOR COLLEGE – 1111 Figueroa Place, Wilmington 90744; www.lahc.edu
 This small, friendly campus is one-third the size of its public counterparts.
 Architecture majors are taught by authors of course texts and have a distinct advantage in transfers
to UC Berkeley School of Architecture.
 Commercial Music Certificates include: Electronic Music, Performance, Private Teaching and
Recording Arts.
LOS ANGELES TRADE TECH – 400 West Washington Blvd., Los Angeles 90015; www.lattc.edu
 Offers no Associate’s degrees, only educational programs and certificates. Most popular majors
include: Culinary Arts, Construction Trades, Fashion Design, Chemical Technology and Industrial
Technology.
 A wide range of internship and placement opportunities related to specific specialty training programs
are available.
 The Metro Blue Line provides direct and easy transportation to campus.
SANTA MONICA COLLEGE – 1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica 90405; www.smc.edu
 The Academy of Entertainment & Technology offers two programs in partnership with entertainment
industry employers, in Computer Animation and Multimedia Publishing; admission by portfolio.
 The Interior Design program allows students to complete three years at SMC and one year at CSU
Dominguez Hills for a Bachelor’s degree in Interior Design.
 SMC’s Scholar’s program is known for its successful transfer rate of students to UC campuses and
other four-year institutions.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMIES

Overview
There are four military academies that the Department of Defense maintains for the preparation of officers for
the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard and Navy. Each of the academies has separate admissions requirements,
which are specific to that institution. You must request an application from each academy to be sent to you
for completion. It is extremely valuable to apply to all of the academies rather than limiting yourself to only
one institution.. Academies are located at:
Air Force Academy
Coast Guard Academy
Merchant Marine Academy
Military Academy (Army)
Naval Academy

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80840
New London, Connecticut 96320
Kings Point, New York 11024
West Point, New York 10996
Annapolis, Maryland 21402

Application Process
The application process to the Academies begins in the spring of your junior year. You should call or write
each Academy at the end of April and request a Pre-Candidate Questionnaire. You must complete and
return this form in order to receive a formal application.
Once you have received the official Candidate Application, which includes the application, a physical
aptitude test, a personality test, a personal statement, recommendations and various printed materials, you
should complete and return the application materials as soon as you can. You do not have to wait until all the
materials are complete in order to send the various components. The Academies have a rolling admissions
policy, and set up a file on you as soon as they receive part of your application. As your materials are
completed, your file will be brought before the Admissions Board of the particular academy for an admissions
decision. You could be notified as early as November of your senior year of your admittance, although the
normal date for notification is around April 15.
You must be prompt in arranging your DODMERB physical if you expect to be admitted on schedule. Since
admission to each academy is predicated on the good physical condition of the candidate, successful
completion of the DODMERB physical is absolutely essential before admission can be granted. Schedule
your physical as soon as you get your application. Keep in constant contact with the Admissions Board of
your chosen academies to be sure there are no delays in the receipt of application materials.
By the middle of October of your Senior year, you should write letters to both of your California
Representatives, to the United States House of Representatives, and to both California Senators
requesting a nomination to each Academy to which you are applying. Most nominations are given by the
Representatives in your area. They will schedule you for an interview as soon as they receive your request
letter. Failure to schedule an interview can cost you your chance for admission to the Academy of your
choice. The Coast Guard Academy is the only Academy that doesn’t require a congressional or
presidential nomination.
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Admissions Process
Successful appointment to an Academy is based on the successful completion of your application, your
physical, and receipt of a nomination. Candidates who are in the top 10% of their class, have strong SAT
scores and who are involved in school or community activities are the strongest candidates for admission.
Admission to the Academies is extremely competitive and only excellent students who have demonstrated
superior leadership skills are granted admittance. Students who do not gain admittance can be offered an
appointment to an Academy Prep school for a year and then be admitted the following year.

Costs
None. Full scholarships are awarded by the U. S. Government to cover tuition, room and board, plus each
student receives a monthly stipend to pay for books, supplies, uniforms, and personal expenses.

Other Information
Undergraduate degrees are offered in some military institutions. Academic majors offered are Science,
Engineering, Computer Science, Social Science, Linguistics, Humanities, Operations Research, Space
Operations and Aerospace Sciences.
Graduates:
*Have five-year military obligation
*Receive Second Lieutenant commission
*May enter pilot training program (about 2/3 class)
*May enter career support areas (about 1/3 of class)
*May enter medical school (up to 2% of class)
*May apply for advanced degree programs.

Immediate Benefits Of Military Service
*Educational and career training (technical and professional)
*Opportunity to become a commissioned officer through ROTC,
Officer Candidate programs, and the Academies
*Opportunity for promotion and pay raise
*A cadre of trained consultants and counselors, wide resources and references
*National and international travel opportunities

Long-Term Benefits
*G.I. Bill, scholarships, 75% of tuition costs paid for college courses taken while in the service
*30 day paid vacation every year
*Certain housing, medical, and educational services for families
*Lifetime retirement benefits after 20 years of service
*For career civil service, the veteran has absolute job retention rights over all non-veteran Federal workers
*Life-long medical insurance
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Scholarships, ROTC and Student Aid Programs
If you are willing to serve for a period of time in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps, you will
find that some very generous scholarships and student aid programs are available to you. In some cases, you
can receive an education first and serve an equivalent amount of time in the military after you graduate.
There are also programs that permit you to enter the service first and accumulate money for an education
while you complete your enlistment period. The Air Force offers a program where you can receive a degree
while in the service.
The college scholarship program (ROTC) pays up to four years of undergraduate tuition, fees and books.
Students also receive $100 per month, up to 40 months, plus pay for Summer training and travel. Upon
graduation from college, you will serve as a commissioned officer in the armed forces.
All of the military services participate in the Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP), under which
servicemen and women on active duty can save up to $8100 toward future college or technical training costs
with the government contributing $1 for every $1 saved by the individual. Under the Army College Fund, the
U. S. Army will add up to $12,000 to the basic VEAP program for qualified enlistees in specific job
categories.

Recruiting Offices
Army
Navy
Air Force
Marines

(310 378-2218
(310) 378-4288
(310) 373-7580
(310) 316-1052

3730 Sepulveda, Torrance
3730 Sepulveda, Torrance
3730 Sepulveda, Torrance
1300 Pacific Coast Highway, Redondo Beach

These phone numbers may be used to gain information, please do not feel pressured to enlist. Military
personnel visit the Career Center at the High Schools on a regular basis to speak with interested students.
Listen for bulletin announcements, and check the career center for information.

Final Thoughts
Do not apply to a Military Academy unless you desire a career in the Military. The lifestyle at each Academy
is very rigorous and only individuals who are strongly committed to a life in the Military will be motivated to
complete such a strenuous educational experience. Contact an academy liaison officer to develop appropriate
plans to meet all academy requirements and timelines for admission. See your counselor or visit the College
Center for additional information.
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CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION REQUEST TO A MILITARY ACADEMY
This format is intended as a guide. A separate letter must be sent to each Senator and Representative.

REQUEST FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION
TO A MILITARY ACADEMY
Date
The Honorable______________________________
United State Senate
Washington, D> 20510

OR

The Honorable____________________________
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

I desire to attend the _____________(name Academy)__________and to be commissioned in the class entering in
July, 20_____.
The following data are furnished for your information:
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Permanent Address___________________________________________________________________________
Telephone number ( )______________________________________________________________________
Temporary address and telephone number (if different from above).

Date of Birth:_________________________________Social Security number______________________________
High School:__________________________________________________________________________________

Names of Parents:______________________________________________________________________________
I have/have not requested that a pre-candidate file be initiated for me at the Admissions Office
Sincerely,
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PATHWAYS TO THE WORLD OF Careers
Pathway Interest Activity

Name
Grade ________________________

Answer the question, “Would I like to…?” Circle Y=Yes or N=no

Add the “Y” answers across, add the score of the numbers recorded for “A”s, “B”s, “C”s, etc. and record your scores in the
corresponding lines for each letter e.g. A___ B___ C___ etc. Circle your top three letters, and see the Pathway Interest results on the back.
1. Raise cattle or horses

Y

N

17. Maintain hiking trails

Y

N

33. Take care of sick animals Y

N

2. Dance and sing on Stage

Y

N

18. Draw pictures for a book

Y

N

Y

N

3. Advise people on
Y
Spending money
4. Measure the size of the sun Y

N

19. Prepare tax reports

Y

N

Y

N

N

20. Collect information
About the weather
21. Test skin for diseases

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

22. Make travel plans for
Other people
23. Drive a large tractor

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

24. Help people with legal
Problems
25. Try new ways of
Growing flowers
26. Write a story for a
Newspaper
27. Make an employee
Work schedule
28. Build a better car
Engine
29. Help a person in a car
Accident
30. Prepare food in a
Restaurant
31. Connect pipes for a
Hot water system
32. Help people find jobs

Y

N

34. Plan the layout of an
Art show
35. Buy and sell land for
A company
36. Measure the level of
Dirt in the air
37. Look at germs with a
Microscope
38. Wash and cut hair for
Customers
39. Connect wires in a
Computer
40. Put out house fires

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

5. Use a needle to draw
Blood from patients
6. Lead group activities
For children
7. Repair an airplane Engine

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

8. Enforce laws for
Hunting and fishing
9. Trim trees to help
them grow
10. Take pictures for a
Magazine
11. Keep a list of supplies
For a warehouse
12. Draw plans to build a
Highway
13. Care for a person in a
Wheelchair
14. Design clothing

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

Y

N

15. Print and bind pages
For a magazine
16. Collect funds for a
Community Park

Y

N

Y

N

TOTAL: A __________ B___________

C______________ D_____________

41. Put in sprinklers to
Water a field
42. Direct actors in a video
43. Help customers over
The telephone
44. Design a dam to stop
A river from flooding
45. Help someone to use
An injured arm
46. Show people how to
Eat healthy foods
47. Fix a large air
Conditioning unit
48. Teach students in a
Classroom

E__________________ F___________

49. Examine fish for Y N
Health problems
50. Write music for a Y N
Movie
51.Type information Y N
Into a computer
52. Find a safe way to Y N
Move chemicals
53. Provide medicine Y N
To sick people
54. Assist airplane
Y N
Passengers
55. Use machines to Y N
Make car parts
56. Protect people
Y N
From crime
57. Measure how
Y N
Light helps plants to grow
58. Report news on Y N
The radio
59. Sell products to Y N
Other countries
60. Make a plane that Y N
Flies in space
61. Put a cast on a
Y N
Person’s broken leg
62. Design furniture Y N
For office buildings
63. Follow written
Y N
Plans to build a house
64. Help people with Y N
Family problems

TOTAL
SCORE
A
B
C
B
E
F
G
H
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

G__________________ H_____________
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Name

Grade __________________

PATHWAYS TO THE WORLD OF Careers
Pathway Interest results

A

Agriculture

B

Arts Media &
Entertainment

C

Business

D
E
F

O

Careers can be found working in agricultural equipment
repair, plant and crop development agricultural sales,
animal care, forestry and landscaping. Courses: lab
science, plant science, animal science, horticulture,
forestry, diesel engines and agribusiness.
Careers can be found in television, journalism, acting,
modeling, music, athletics, dance, photography, animation
and film production. Courses: drama, music, art,
photography, sports, forensics/debate, newspaper,
yearbook and dance.
Careers can be found in accounting, sales, management,
computer operating, advertising and finance. Courses:
Business, accounting, marketing, economics and
computers.

O

Careers can be found researching and designing roads,
buildings, computers, fuels, chemicals, machines, cars and
airplanes. Courses: advanced math, advanced science,
electronics, drafting and computers.

O

Engineering
Technology

O

Health Careers

O

Consumer and
Family Services

O

G

Industrial &
Technology

H

Public &
Human Services

O
O

Careers can be found in medical and dental services, vision
care services, patient care, medical office, research and
testing, therapy and disease prevention. Courses: life
science health, medical terminology, First Aid/CPR,
anatomy and physiology.
Careers can be found in fashion and interior decorating,
food services, nutrition and dietetics, tourism, recreation,
retail sales and child development. Courses: home
economics, foods and nutrition, fashion design, interior
design, retail sales and child development.
Careers can be found in aviation, construction, drafting,
electronics, auto technology, graphics and printing,
manufacturing and transportation. Courses: electronics,
automotive, graphics, manufacturing, construction,
computers and drafting.
Careers can be found in law enforcement, public safety,
legal services, military services, social work education and
counseling. Courses: criminology, teacher education,
child development, fire science psychology and human
behavior.
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PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN SURVEY
MARKING INSTRUCTIONS: (Please Print) Provide the appropriate information in each statement from A through G
Student Name (Last, First)

A. SUBJECT INTERESTS

Grade

B.

The subject area most interesting
to me at this time is: (Mark One)

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

MY CAREER GOAL IS:

CAREER INTERESTS

C.

CAREER VALUES

The type of work most interesting to me at this time is: (Mark One)

o

English/Language Arts
History/Social Science
Mathematics
Foreign Language
Science
Business Education

o

Consumer/Family Services
Fine Arts: Music, Art,
Drama
Industrial Education
Agricultural Science

Working with people
-leading them
-helping them
-serving them
-teaching them
-selling things to them

Identify the values you feel are important in a career.
(Mark up to three)

O Working with things

-working with mechanics
-working with tolls
-working with materials
(wood, metal, plastic)
-working with plants/animals

Working with data
O Working with ideas
-working with facts
-working with words
-working with numbers
-working with theories
-working with files
-working with music
-working with accounts
-working with business procedures

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Creativity
Recognition
Helping others
Economic security
Working with people
Variety
Independence
Responsibility
Annual earnings

Physical Education
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

D. CAREER
PATHWAYS
In terms of my interests, abilities and values, my choice of a career pathway at this time is: (Mark One)
1. Agriculture: Includes work in agricultural equipment repair.
6. Consumer & Family Services: includes work in fashion and interior
Plant and crop development, agricultural sales, animal care,
design, food services, nutrition and dietetics, tourism, recreation,
Forestry and landscaping. Career areas include: Agri-business
retail sales and child care. Career areas include: Food Sciences
Agricultural Mechanics, Animal Science, Forestry/Natural Resources
Dietetics & Nutrition, Fashion Design& Merchandising, Food
Ornamental Horticulture, Plant and Soil Science
Service & Hospitality, Tourism, Interior Design, Child Development
2. Arts, Media & Entertainment: includes work in television, journalism
7. Industrial & Technology: includes work in aviation, construction,
Acting, modeling, music, athletics, dance, photography and film production drafting, electronics, auto tech, graphics and printing, manufacturing
Career areas include: Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Written Arts
and transportation. Career areas include: Energy & Transportation
Manufacturing, Electronic Technology, Graphic Communications
3. Business. Includes work in accounting, sales, management, office work
Construction, Drafting Technology
Computers, advertising and finance. Careers include: Accounting &
Finance, Business Management, Entrepreneurship, computer Info
8. Public & Human services: Includes work in law enforcement, public
Systems, Marketing and Business Sales
safety, legal services, military services, social work, counseling and
4. Engineering Technology: Includes work in research and design, how to
education. Careers include: Public Services and Safety, Education
Make roads, buildings, fuels, chemicals, machines, cars & airplanes.
Human and Social Services
Careers include: Chemical , Electrical, Civil and Mechanical Engineering
5. Health Careers: Includes work in medical and dental services, vision care services, patient care, medical office work, research and testing, therapy and
disease prevention. Careers include: Biotechnology Services, Dental Services, Diagnostic Services, Therapeutic Services, Nursing Services,
Preventive & Community Services, Health Care Information, Medical Office Services

E. Post Grad Plan

F. Course of Study

Based upon the facts I have now,
my plans for the future are:
(Mark One)
___I plan to go right to work.
___I plan to enlist in the military.
___I plan to enroll in a vocational,
technical or business school.
___I plan to enroll in a community
college and earn a certificate or
an Associate of Arts degree.
___I plan to enroll in a community
college and then transfer to a
4-year college or university.
___I plan to go directly to a 4-year
college or university
___I am undecided about my
future.

My course of study is:
___Tech Prep/Vocational
Tech Prep/Vocational links
academic coursework with
career preparation. Students
prepare for careers which
meet the needs of business
and industry in skilled
occupations. Coursework
may lead to an advanced
certificate, apprenticeship
program, associate degree,
or four-year college degree
___College Prep Program
Includes a recommended
sequence of 3 or more
college prep courses each
semester focusing on a
career pathway which may
lead to a 2 or 4-year degree
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GLOSSARY
Terms Used in Counseling Students on Undergraduate Admissions and Financial Support
Academic Calendar:
Breaks the school year into the following:
Semester:
two terms of 17-18 weeks
Quarters:
three terms of 11 weeks
(4th term optional)
Trimesters:
two terms of 15 weeks
(3rd term optional)
4-1-4
first semester 4 months long
second semester one month (1 class)
third semester 4 months long
Accreditation: The recognition by an outside
agency that a school maintains high standards which
enable students to qualify for admission to other
accredited institutions.
ACT: A college admission test covering: English,
social science, natural science, and mathematics.
www.actstudent.org
Admission Requirements: A set of rules established
by each college for a student to be accepted.
Advanced Standing: Attained when a student has
completed more than 12 college credits.
A-G Requirements (or subject requirement). Also
called A-G Pattern): one of three minimum
requirements for freshman applicants, a-g requirements
specify seven areas of study identified as important for
high school students in preparation for undergraduate
academic work at UC and Cal State Universities. See
"minimum eligibility".
AP (Advanced Placement): A system by which
college freshmen may bypass entry-level courses by
proving that they have already taken the equivalent in
high school. College credit may be awarded if a
student earns a certain grade on a specially designed
College Board exam at the conclusion of an AP course
offered at the student’s high school
Appeal. Process where a student will appeal a deny
decision for admission from a college by offering new
compelling information that was not on the original
application for admission.
Associate Degree (in Arts and Science):
A diploma earned after successfully completing a
required course of study in a community college. It
usually takes two years. Abbreviated A.A. or A.S.

Bachelor's Degree (in Arts and Science): A diploma
earned after successfully completing a required course
of study in a college or university. It usually takes four
years. Abbreviated B.A. or B.S.
Cal Grants: Grants offered to students in
California that meet financial and GPA requirements.
Awards money that may be used for California
schools exclusively.
Certificate of Mailing. Certificate issued at the Post
Office certifying a piece of mail was sent on a
particular day and time. Costs approximately $1.50.
Should NOT be confused with Certificated Mail.
CSAC (California Student Aid Commission): The
state agency that administers all California financial aid
programs. CSAC also acts as a guarantee agency for
federally subsidized loans. www.csac.ca.gov.
Class Rank: A student's standing based on his or her
GPA as compared with that of the other members of
the class. In a class of 100, the student with the best
grades would be No. 1, the poorest No. 100.
College Board: The Company that provides college
entrance testing such as SAT, TOEFL, PSAT, AP’s
etc. ETS (Educational Testing Service) is the testing
division of the College Board. Agency that administers
CSS PROFILE financial aid document.
www.collegeboard.org
College Catalog: A book published by the college
describing requirements for admission, degrees,
services and course descriptions. The Career Center
has many college catalogs and the addresses of most
other colleges.
Common Application. Streamlined method of
applying to Colleges using one application that may be
sent to multiple schools that are members of the
Common App. www.commonaapp.org
Community College: Anyone 18 yrs of age or older
qualifies for admission to a Community College. If
under the age of 18, you will qualify if you have (1)
Graduated from high school or (2) Passed the
California High School Certificate of Proficiency Test.
A community college does not require a college
entrance exam or a specific GPA and offers:
Transfer Programs: The first two years of a four-year
program. Preparatory for transferring to a four-year
college for the last two years.
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Vocational Programs: Usually no more than
two years in length, leading to employment in
various specialties.
Certificate Programs: Of varying length, they
involve detailed study in one particular field,
such as real estate.
Credit or "semester hours" or "unit hours" or
"quarter hours" or "unit": A way of referring to the
number of credits that are earned in a course.
Approximately 64 total credits are needed for an AA
degree, and 124 total credits for a BA degree for
schools on a semester calendar. If a class meets three
hours per week, it is usually a 3- credit course. A fulltime student at college usually attends 5 classes and
earns 15 credits per semester.
CSS PROFILE. Financial Aid form required by
specific private colleges that requests additional
financial information in addition to the FAFSA form.
If qualified, gives student access to Institutional Funds
when applying for Financial Aid.
www.collegeboard.org

apply to any other school either Early Decision
or Early Action.
Early Decision: is the term used to describe the
application process in which the student makes a
binding commitment to the institution, that, if admitted,
the student will enroll. If accepted, the student must
withdraw all applications to other colleges. If
Financial Aid is a factor in attending an early decision
option school, the student is advised not to apply early
decision but rather regular admit in order to compare
aid packages from several institutions. Only a student
who can make a deliberate and well-reasoned first
choice decision should apply under an Early Decision
plan because the institution will require a nonrefundable deposit well before May 1.
EFC – Expected Family Contribution: After
completing and submitting the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you will be sent a
report that states what the Federal Government
expects the student’s family to pay towards their
post-high school education.

CSU (California State Universities):
The 23 public state campuses.

ELC. Eligible in Local Context. Top 9% of
students in California schools or top 91/2% of
students in the entire state that are guaranteed
admission to a UC campus.

Cumulative Record: The complete record of all
courses and grades earned. Your transcript contains
your cumulative record.

Elective: A course needed for graduation credit, but
not one of the specific course requirements.

Deferred. Admission decision that defers acceptance
or rejection until a later date. Student may be deferred
when applying Early Decision and be considered in the
Regular admission pool
Degree: Titles given to college graduates upon
completion of a program. A 4 year degree is usually a
B.A. (Bachelor of Arts), or a B.S. (Bachelor of
Science); a 5th or 6th year degree is often a M.A.
(Master of Arts), or a M.S. (Master of Science), with a
Doctoral degree requiring approximately 3 to 5
additional years beyond the B.A., and J.D. (Juris
Doctorate) requiring approximately 3 years.
Early Action: is the term used to describe the
application process that permits a student to make
application to an institution of preference, usually in
early November, and receives a decision by Dec. 15,
well in advance of the normal response dates in the
spring. Acceptance is not binding and student is not
required to make a commitment before May 1.
Single choice early action. May apply Early Action to
that school without a binding decision, but may not

ELM (English Placement Test)/EPT (Entry Level
Mathematics). Placement tests required by the CSU
as part of admission that determine English and Math
placement as a Freshman. A student may be exempt
from the English test if s/he scores 550 or higher on the
CR section of the SAT, 680 on the Writing portion, or
24 on ACT English portion, or a score of 3,4, or 5 on
and English AP exam.
EOP (Educational Opportunity Program):
A program designed to assist low income and/or
minority students with admissions, academic support
services and financial aid on all UC, CSU, Community
College and Private College and University campuses.
.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The Expected
Family Contribution (EFC) is how much money your
family is expected to contribute to your college
education for one year.
Fee: A sum of money which must be paid for a variety
of things in college, such as admission, registration,
graduation, health services, etc.
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FAFSA. Free application for Federal Student Aid.
Financial aid form required by any student seeking
financial aid from any accredited college or trade
school. Apply between Jan. 1 to March 2 at
www.fafsa.ed.gov

Loans: Loans provide students and their parents an
opportunity to defer the cost of educational expenses
by borrowing now and paying later. Most loans are
awarded on the basis of financial need and have belowmarket interest rates.

Fee Waiver: A form available to students based on
family financial need. The Fee Waiver is submitted
instead of money when applying for college testing or
admission, and is in many cases completed on-line and
approved based on financial info.

Major: The main area of study in college, usually
about one year in a planned series of courses during the
4-year program.

Financial Aid: Money that may be derived from a
variety of sources (grant, loan, scholarships, work
study), which helps pay college costs. This "package"
of funds is determined by family financial need and the
availability of funds.
Financial Aid Package: The financial aid offered
from the institution, which is usually made up of a
combination of grant, loan, work-study and/or
scholarship money.
General Education Requirement (GED). (Also
called Breadth Requirements): Courses selected
from several academic areas required for a college
degree. These are completed the first two years for
college. The second two years involve coursework in
major and minor area.
GPA (Grade Point Average): A student's average
grade, computed on a five point scale: A=4, B=3, C=2,
D=1, F=0. The GPA for CSU system includes all
courses except PE in grades 10-12. For the UC system,
the GPA includes just those grades earned beyond 9th
grade in the A-G pattern of courses. High school class
rank is based upon courses completed in grades 9-12.
GPA Verification Form. Form required by California
that determines eligibility for Cal Grants based on need
and GPA. www.csac.ca.gov
Grants: Awards made to students on the basis of
financial need by various organizations, including
Federal and California State Government. They do not
have to be repaid.
Honor Transfer Program. Offered in CA community
Colleges to students with a 3.0 GPA or higher.
Requires additional application and essay.
Impacted Program: A college degree program, such
as computer science, which may be temporarily closed
to new students due to heavy enrollment or may require
selection of the strongest candidates.

Mid-Year Report. Report requested by certain private
colleges for Senior 7th semester transcript
Minor: Approximately 18 credits in an area outside
major department.
Need Analysis: A technique used to estimate a
student's need for financial assistance to help meet
educational expenses. It consists of two major
components
1) estimating the family's ability to contribute to
educational expenses, (EFC)

2) estimating the student's educational expenses.
NMSQT (National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test): Based on your score on the PSAT. If you have
selection index of over a certain number on the PSAT,
you may be eligible to compete for the National Merit
Scholarship. Only the score earned in the junior year is
used to determine eligibility.
Non-Weighted Courses: These are your traditional
high school courses that are given 4 points for an A,
and so on, based on the traditional grade point system.
Prior-Prior year ((PPY) Ability to submit FAFSA
form Oct. 1 of your Senior year using tax forms from
the prior prior year (e.g. applying in Oct. 2018, use
data from 2016 tax returns)
Prerequisite: Courses, test scores, and/or grade level
that must be completed before taking a specific course.
PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment
Test / National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test): A
shortened version of the SAT offered in October for
high school juniors. Honor level freshmen and
sophomores may take the PSAT as a practice test.
Rolling Admissions: This means that a college gives
an admissions decision as soon as possible after an
application is completed rather than specifying a
notification date.
ROTC: Many colleges have units of the Reserve
Officer's Training Corps that offer two and four-year
programs of military training culminating in an officer's
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commission. In some colleges, credits for the courses
can be applied toward a degree. ROTC Scholarships
are available which pay for full educational costs in
both public and private colleges, including MIT, Cal
Tech, Stanford, Harvard, etc. Further information is
also available in the Career Center.
SAT Reasoning Exam: A three-hour college entrance
examination, which tests a student's ability in critical
reading, writing and mathematics and has a maximum
possible score of 2,400 points. This test must be taken
by anyone planning to go to a 4-year college. This
exam may be taken in the spring of the junior year as
well as in the fall of the senior year.
SAT Subject Test: One hour multiple choice exams
offered in various subject areas scored on a 200-800
point scale.
Scholarships: Financial awards made to students who
have demonstrated outstanding academic achievement
and potential. In some cases, the amount of a
scholarship is based on financial need. Endowed
scholarships are also available to students who meet
special requirements related to hometown, ethnic
background, choice of major, etc. Scholarships do not
have to be repaid.
Secondary School Report (School Report). Form
used in admissions for private school requesting
Counselor information and the counselors Letter of
Recommendation.
Self-Reported Academic Record: The portion of the
application where students are asked to provide grades
earned and courses completed in high school or college.
There is a separate record for freshmen and for transfer
students. Provisional offers of admission are made on
the basis of this record. Official final transcripts are
used to verify information on the self-reported record,
and offers may be reconsidered if inaccuracies are
shown, or if students do not complete projected courses
in good standing.
Statement of Intent to Register SIR: Sponsored by
the College Board, this agreement establishes a
common date, May 1, that is the earliest time a
subscribing college may require an accepted applicant
to say whether he or she plans to attend.
Student Aid Report (SAR): Your Student Aid Report
(SAR) summarizes all the information you provided on
your FAFSA. Your SAR will usually contain your

Expected Family Contribution (EFC), the number
calculated from information reported on your FAFSA
form that shows the amount you should be expected to
contribute that year towards college costs.
TAG. Transfer Admission Guarantee Program offered
by all UC’s with the exception of UCB and UCLA that
guarantees admission to the University if certain
academic and GPA requirements are met.
Technical/Vocational Schools: Usually, but not
always, private institutions which charge fees for
education in specific skills and trades (Secretarial,
welding, etc.) Community colleges also offer
vocational training.
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language):
An English exam for foreign students, used for
placement in college English classes. Register by mail
using materials available in the Counseling Office. The
test is held at the Sylvan Learning Center.
Transfer Courses: College courses giving credit that
may be transferred to a 4-year college.
Transfer Students: College students who transfer
from one college to another, usually at the end of the
sophomore year. Changing colleges during the junior
or senior year, when the student is completing major
requirements is not recommended.
Transcript: A copy of the cumulative record,
requested by all colleges and universities for admission
purposes. They can be ordered in the Records Office
and be official or unofficial. Most colleges require
official transcripts.
UC (University of California): Ten campuses make
up the UC system.
Undergraduates: College student who has not yet
received a Bachelor's Degree.
Upper-Division Courses: Courses designed for the
junior and senior years at college.
Weighted Courses: A policy which rewards
accelerated and/or extended academic performance by
giving a "bonus" grade point for selected honors and
AP courses. .
Writing Exam. Placement exam required by all
incoming Freshman at the UC’s unless exempt by
scores on SAT/ACT or AP exams
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