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LHSAA CALENDAR
SPRING 2009
All association meetings –
---3rd Saturday of each
month, 9:30 am at LHS
January 12 –General
Membership Meeting.
February 17 –General
Membership Meeting.
March 16 –General Membership Meeting
April 18 –General Membership Meeting.
April 19 –Day @ the
Races.
May –Deadline for Executive Board Nominations.
May 15 –JROTC Awards.
May 16 –General Membership Meeting.
May 21 –Shakey’s Pizza
Fundraiser.
June 4 –SeniorAwards Day
• Angel’s Awards.
• Academic Awards
Presentations.
June 20 –General Membership Meeting. (Executive
Board Elections – By-laws
Amendment vote.)
July 25 –Tiger Alumni
Summer Picnic.
August 15 –General Membership Meeting.
September 19 –General
Membership Meeting.
-Tiger Football Snack Bar
October 12 –General Membership Meeting.
-Tiger Football Snack Bar
November 21 –General
Membership Meeting.
-Tiger Football Snack Bar
-Tiger Homecoming
-LHSAA Holiday Tree
Display
December 13 –Lincoln
Hts. Christmas Parade
December 19 –General
Membership Meeting.

President’s Message
Dear Alumni
Our lives are filled with milestones! In 2008, we celebrated the 95th anniversary of our
alma mater. Take into account the hundreds of thousands of students that have walked the
halls of Lincoln High School since 1913 and realize the vast reach of our school’s history,
its diversity and the many accomplished individuals who have contributed to our society
then and now. Many of those same students now support the Lincoln High School Alumni
Association which was established July 1967. In its 42 years of operating, each administration has thrived while making its mark. The current leadership will conclude its two-year
term in June 2009, having made significant changes to reposition the association as a viable
non-profit organization within the school, the community and began efforts to establish a
corporate relationship network.
The restructured executive board was designed to bring new leadership on board. A significant amount of administrative time was spent establishing non-profit procedures to ensure that the trust given to the executive board provides the reliability of ethics and accountability for financial reporting to the general membership as well as government entities.
Our alumni contact database grew from a mere 500 to nearly 5,000 while active membership dropped off from 79 to 58 members. That decline did not affect our fundraising results.
Our current executive board began its work July 2007 with less than $1,200 in the bank.
We now have a balance of $10,000 after expenses. We acquired our non-profit mailing
permit status, enabling us to send association newsletters and event fundraising information
at a substantial discount rate. The school granted us a permanent display case in the main
building that gives us a prime location from which to communicate with students, faculty
and administrators. We have established new partnerships with vendors in our fundraising
efforts that include Mini Mailers, Inc., AARP, Dino’s Burgers, Bella’s Classic Photography
and El Arco Iris Restaurant. These establishments help support our events by providing donated services or merchandise.
While there were many administrative and fundraising accomplishments, two goals were
not met; establishing our very own website and the launch of the Commemorative Brick
Campaign. Both required base monies that we cannot afford at this time.
The last two years have proven that when you have the right people in place, no matter
how small the team, the work gets done and the group has fun! The actual working committees consisted of 90% of the same members moving every detail of every event to its fruition. Wow! It was exciting and exhausting. When all is said and done, we had an incredible
time fundraising to ensure the goals we set forth on annual basis for the school and students
were met.
Now, before my term is up this June, I would like your commitment in helping the cause
this year. 2008 began with a struggling economy and 2009 will continue to be a very difficult economic year. The current state of affairs nationally, statewide and locally causes
more concern for how the association will meet its promises to students and school programs. Therefore, I’m asking a small gesture of $20.00 (or more if you can). Your contribution will go far in helping the association meet the many requests it gets from students
and teachers for programs that will most likely receive budget cuts in the 2009-2010 academic year.
I have enjoyed these past two years serving as your president and I will continue to back
the efforts and goals of the association. Thank you for your support whether it was locally
or cyber-globally given. Your support means your trust was not misplaced and that our efforts were fruitful.
Remember “Once a tiger – always a tiger!”
Yours truly,

Luz M. Lopez
Class ‘75

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Frank Capra, Lincoln Alumnus?
By Robert Granados, LHSAA Historian

I do not know how the notion or information to suggest that Frank Capra, famous motion picture
filmmaker of the 1930s and 40s, was an alumnus of Lincoln High School. That tidbit of his
supposed Lincoln alumni status has been around for many years. It was not until I began collecting
information on several Lincoln High notables for our association that I ran into a snag on Capra.
It was during that time I discovered I could not verify that Capra attended Lincoln at any time, yet,
there it was in black and white on the Wikipedia website for the entire world to see. He was listed alongside actors,
Robert Preston, Robert Young and director John Huston as notables of our alma mater. It is the only reference I encountered that made that claim, so I decided to pursue the question a bit further because I desperately wanted to claim him as
one of our own. Sadly, all other Capra biographical sources said otherwise. Not wanting to give up on the claim, I contacted and asked the American Film Institute to verify what high school he actually attended. They wrote back in an email, that according to his autobiography, he had graduated from Manual Arts High School…one of a handful of high
schools in Los Angeles at that time. I had seen this fact in other less reliable sources and I figured if the AFI could not
verify then no one could.
The mystery of when, why and by whom this mistake was made, remains to be solved. The error stayed on Wikipedia
until most recently, then to set the record straight, it was removed.
When the Capra family arrived in Los Angeles to live with his older brother Benjamin, Los Angeles was a small city of
approximately 102,000 people. I have a theory as to why facts may have been misconstrued. At the time Capra was in
high school, our alma mater had yet to open its doors for the first time in 1913. Capra entered Manual Arts High School
in 1909. Once open for business, Lincoln High established a lofty reputation for being one of the premier industrial arts
schools in the entire state of California if not the nation. Manual Arts was, as the name implies also an industrial arts
school. Also lending credence for the possibility is the fact that Capra began his schooling at Castelar Elementary, which
Continued on page 3….. Capra, Alumnus
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Continued from page 2… Capra, Alumnus?
is located on the edge of Chinatown, just a stone’s throw from Lincoln Heights. This proximity of schools could account for the mix-up but the dates of his attendance at Manual Arts and the existence of Lincoln High do not jibe.
The banner with his likeness that once graced the foyer of the auditorium is no longer there. Perhaps in a gesture of
good will we may offer it to Manual Arts High.
It was at high school that Capra became interested in the theater, typically doing back-stage work such as lighting
but it did not happen at Lincoln. Regrettably, we lose our claim to one illustrious director, filmmaker but hang on to
another in John Huston…and that is a story for another day. “It’s a Wonderful Life” no matter how you look

at it.

COMING EVENTS
(Click above for webpage information)

• Friday, May 15
• Thursday, May 21
• Saturday, June 20

JROTC Awards Ceremony, 5:00 pm
-School Auditorium
SHAKEY”S PIZZA Fundraiser, 6:00 pm -2234 W. Valley Blvd, Alhambra
General Membership Meeting, 9:30 am -School Cafeteria
Executive Board Elections
Alumni Bylaws Revision Vote
• Saturday, June 6
Varsity Football Banquet Honoring “Harold Skip Giancanelli” & “Ted Wagner”, 6:00 pm
Stevens Steak House
• Saturday, July 25
Tiger Alumni Summer Picnic, 12 noon
-Schabarum Park, 17250 Colima Rd, Rowland Hts.
• Wednesday August 19 Dodger Game Fundraiser, 7:10 pm
-Bobblehead #3 night.
• Sunday, December 13 Lincoln Hts. Annual Christmas Parade
Come and join us !
Have some fun, meet some old Friends
And contribute to help your High School
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PASADENA PLAYHOUSE
FIELD TRIP

entire cast remained afterward to answer great questions
posed by the students from various schools. A memorable
moment for the students, many of whom are enrolled in
By Jimmy Molina, S’64, former Lincoln Principal
drama and chorus classes at Lincoln, was when they
watched with awe and excitement from school buses as the
In 1964, as a graduating senior, I arranged to take my
cast left the theater and walked down the street to their cars
prom date to the fabled Coconut Grove on Wilshire Boule- like real human beings! I think I can speak for the other
vard. At that time, the old “Grove” had pretty much ceased alumni in saying that the experience of attending this first
being the hangout of Hollywood stars like Ava Gardner,
class event and the chance to be with the students of Lincoln
Humphrey Bogart and Tony Curtis. Being a backward 18
is well worth the time invested and I encourage all alumni to
year-old from Lincoln Heights, I knew just enough to buy a
take advantage of the next opportunity.
pair of tickets to the place recommended by some family
members. Upon arrival that evening, much to my surprise
and in spite my ignorance, the star of the evening was to be
the great Lena Horn.
On a cool Wednesday morning this February, I along with
a group of Lincoln alumni chaperoned a field trip to the
Pasadena Playhouse to attend a matinee performance of
Stormy Weather, the musical play about the life of Lena
Horn. Other alumni attending were Suzanne Morales,
Genevieve Granados, Frank Beltran and Ruth Hernandez.
The school group consisted of students from the classes of
teachers, Jean Collins and Marisa Crabtree.
The play depicts the life of the great singer and film star
from her show business beginnings as a 15-year-old beauty
singing in Harlem nightclubs to her rise to movie stardom
in Hollywood. More importantly, the story portrays Lena’s
struggles to be a mainstream star not relegated to “all black
cast” movies like Cabin in the Sky, or nightclub singing
parts in “white only” movies. Interspersed with the theme
of segregation in Hollywood are dramatizations of her several love interests and marriages, custody battles over her
doomed son and her near blacklisting for left-wing involvement. Most enlightening to me was Ms. Horn’s
awakening of her racial consciousness and support of the
Civil Rights Movement during the time I watched her at
the Grove.

Classmates.gum

Have you ever been guilty of looking at others your own
age and thinking, surely I can’t look that old? Well…you
will love this one.
My name is Alice Smith and I was sitting in the waiting
room for my first appointment with a new dentist when I
noticed his dental school diploma. It bore his full name then
suddenly, I remembered a tall handsome, dark-haired boy
with the same name had been in my high school class some
thirty-odd years ago.
Could he be the same guy that I had a secret crush on way
back then?
Upon seeing him, however, I quickly discarded any such
thought.
This balding, grey-haired man with the deeply lined face
On a cool Wednesday morning this February, I along with
was way too old to have been my classmate. After he exa group of Lincoln alumni chaperoned a field trip to the
amined my teeth, I asked him if he attended Fairview High
Pasadena Playhouse to attend a matinee performance of
School.
“Stormy Weather”
“Yes, yes, I did. I’m a Bulldog,” he gleamed with pride.
“When did you graduate?” I asked.
The story is presented as Lena relives key moments in her
He answered, “In 1975…why do you ask?”
life. She even discusses situations, crisis or decisions with
“You were in my class!” I exclaimed.
the younger Lena of the moment. The talented cast, which
He looked at me closely, then that ugly, old, bald, wrinincludes Leslie Uggams as the mature Horn, delivers a
kled, fat ass, grey-haired, decrepit S.O.B. asked, “What did
comprehensive array of Lena’s most famous songs and re- you teach?”
cordings, as well as their roles in her life...
The production is first rate and totally enjoyable not only
to the adults, but to the enthusiastic group of students who
reveled in the great singing, dancing, including tap, andemotional dramatic moments. After the performance, the
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Meredith Quinn, LHS
Centenarian, Class of
1926
By Lisa Quinn, Lisa Quinn is
Meredith Quinn’s daughter.
A while back the association
learned that a 100-year-old Lincoln
grad had visited here in search of his
lost yearbook. We were delighted
when we asked his daughter, Lisa, if
she could share a small story with
our newsletter’s readers and she accepted. The following is based on
her telling.
(Note from Lisa: My brother handles the practical matters in the family, but I am the family historian. I
love Dad's stories and know them
well.)

He also fondly reminisced about
his boxing and gymnastics
teacher, Leonard Livernash
Meredith Quinn, 100 year-old alumnus, returned to Lincoln High School
to replace his high school yearbook,
which had been lost in a flood. Mer,
as family and friends affectionately
call him, met with principal, James
Molina and a vice-principal whose
name he cannot recall. He recounted
how he'd come to Lincoln after living in Arizona where he rode horseback a lot and chased wild horses.
This earned him the nickname "The
Arizona Cowboy". He also fondly
reminisced about his boxing and
gymnastics teacher, Leonard Livernash, whose advice proved beneficial
to him in business later on in his life.
Lisa writes, “Dad was born February
20, 1907. When he returned about a
year and a half ago to replace his
yearbook from 1926, he had a nice
chat with Mr. Molina and the vice
principal who was a very congenial
soul. He regaled them with many
stories of his life Dad didn't own a
ranch in Arizona; in fact, his family
was just scraping by. His father, after having an active leadership role in
an electricians' strike in Pasadena,
was blackballed, and had found work
as an electrician in the mines in
Jerome, Arizona. Dad was twelve,
and considered the whole experience
a wonderful adventure. Besides
spending time at a swimming hole in
a nearby stream, he spent time riding
horses at his uncle Tracy's. He
would participate in roundups of
wild horses (to count them for the
government).

He found his Uncle Tracy once at a
cabin mixing biscuits on the cabin
floor. After dinner, one of the cowboys was reminiscing about the time
he was serenading a sweetheart under
her window and her mother poured
dishwater on his head! Dad and his
brother took supplies to his uncle
when he was a lookout for forest fires,
and they were put on the government
payroll when they fought a forest fire.
He remembers waking up from a nap
with a cinder burning his shirt! These
adventures were what earned him the
name "The Arizona Cowboy" in high
school. Later he enjoyed playing polo.
When Dad was is high school he sold
cut glass that his uncle made, and liked
the fact that the harder he worked, the
more he could make. Mer's other activities at Lincoln High included the
Glee Club, the Ephebian Society, and
the Senior “A” Play. After high
school, he remained in the area and actively participated in the Alumni Glee
Club. After high school, he got a job
selling printing at the Foster Company
at 1313 West 11th Place (a red brick
building you can look down and see
after you pass the Olympic off-ramp of
the Harbor Freeway going south).
Eventually he bought the owner out
and changed the name to the FosterQuinn Company. That was his main
business, but he also built several post
offices and sold war surplus after serving in the Navy during World War II.

Mer's other activities at Lincoln
High included the Glee Club, the
Ephebian Society, and the Senior
“A” Play
Thanks for your interest. I've enjoyed
delving back into Dad's past.” – Lisa
Quinn
The alumni recently wrote to Lisa for
an update on Mer for this article. This
is her reply:
Thanks for inquiring about dad; unfortunately, he died in September. He
was 100 and 7 months. About 10
years ago, he told my brother that he
had had a full life he was grateful for,
and was ready to go any time. He enjoyed his final 10 years, however, and
often entertained us and visitors with
tales of the past.
He really enjoyed his trip to Lincoln
High School and the yearbook he got
there. Thanks for including him in the
alumni newsletter.
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Are your dues paid?
Will you receive the Alumni
Newsletter this fall?
See page 11 in this Newsletter
for details.
Help our Association by paying
your dues and providing us
with your email.
This will be the last Newsletter
sent via US Mail to non-dues
paying members
Email version is in color and
provides live links to alumni
related web pages
----------------To send articles to be included
in our publication or if you
would like to comment on our
content, please contact us at
lincolnhighschoolaa@hotmail.com

95TH Gala Reverberations

Angel Awards 2009

The following is an e-mail received by the 95TH Anniversary Gala committee one week after the event. It is the
type of story Tiger alums appreciate reading. The communication was sent by Marlene Garcia, a friend and consultant to the alumni association. Doug Dobransky accompanied her the night of the gala. Being a Vietnam veteran,
Doug wrote of his chance encounter with Santiago Nieves.
Santiago is a 1975 Lincoln grad and Iraq War veteran.
“Dear Gala Committee: A week has gone by since the
Gala and I am still impacted by the success, the camaraderie and the lasting effect of what transpired.

By Suzanne Morales, S’63
-Angel Awards for the Performing and Fine Arts Chairperson
The Lincoln High School Alumni Association established
the Angel Awards for the Performing and Fine Arts to
honor alumni in the entertainment industry by rewarding
worthy Lincoln High School students of the Ethel Percy
Andrus Performing Arts Program.
The association holds yearly student talent contests at the
school. Since the inception of this competition, students
have bonded with their instruments, danced and sung for
joy. The entire world is a stage and our stage is energetic!
Spirits soar with enthusiasm; the floor vibrates with every
beat, voices echo in the halls as young tigers get ready to
strut their stuff. Across campus, budding visual artists give
their all to complete detailed illustrations or abstracts alive
with color. Students critique and compare one another to
see who will win first place. They push and practice to
compete in preparation for the unknown, larger stage beyond their immediate high school world.
Last year there were 33 gifted recipients who won cash
prizes for their efforts and commitment to their craft and
many hours of rehearsal. Funds for these awards come
from fundraising efforts of the alumni association.

I would like to share something that happened that evening
that you might not be aware. While we were immersed in
checking people in as efficiently as possible, we noticed a
man on crutches who was checking in on his own. As the
evening progressed, Doug sought him out. I am attaching a
portion of an e-mail that Doug sent to one of his Vietnam
Vet buddies the day after the event.
"I was at a large gala event last night at a downtown hotel
ballroom. It was the 95th anniversary of Lincoln High
School in L.A. The school has produced many notable
people and has a long history. In the crowd was a guy on
crutches...and came to find out he just got back from Iraq.
I went over to him during the evening and shook his hand,
welcomed him home and thanked him. He seemed to be
kind of on his own the whole night and during the evening I
went back to him, asked him what year he graduated.
“1975.” he said. He had been in for a long time as an MP
and wants still to return. Had a 155 blow up near him and
was hit in the foot, so the injury will heal. I went around
the room during the night and kept asking anyone from the
1975 class to come with me. This guy figured no one
would know who he was or remember him, and in about 30
minutes I got a half dozen people from the class of ‘75 to
come with me and re-meet this guy....Santiago is his name.
As I stood back after a while, I could see him talking and
this big smile on his face from a lot of people just interested to talk with him, shaking his hand, and telling him
they did remember him. Nice thing to watch from a distance and very satisfying to do something almost anonymous and see the reward."-Doug.

Because Lincoln is now teaching dramatic arts an award
for dramatic performance was added to the contest list
which consists of vocal, dance and instrumental performances and visual artwork. These avenues of artistic expression are the direct result of the performing and fine arts
program that was formed in the last couple of years.
Many of you may remember the late Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, Lincoln High’s esteemed principal and founder of the
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP). Her
legacy, AARP and United Health Care has supported and
inspired revival of the arts at Lincoln. The auditorium is
currently undergoing renovation thru their generous contributions. When completed it will be a state of the art theater, able to house performances on a beautiful stage. "Lincoln will shine" as it has in the past and will continue far
into the future.

I, myself, overheard Santiago say how he had played baseball for Lincoln and how proud he was of his school; that
he had his surgery in late September and was not even sure
he would be able to attend.

The association is currently preparing for the spring arts
contests, so please contribute and help us cultivate a better
tomorrow for students of our alma mater. Remember: "All
dreams are possible"

So, now that all the meetings are over and the adrenaline is
flowing a bit slower and you are basking in the memories
of an emotional and successful evening, also know that the
effect of what you accomplished is long-lasting and that
you have made a very positive impact on the lives of many
people, reaching beyond the actual alumni of your beloved
Alma Mater.
I reiterate that I am gratified that I was able to share this
experience with you and thank Doug for pitching in and for
honoring Santiago and the values you all share.
Warmest regards, Marlene
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Alumni in 2008 Lincoln Heights
Christmas Parade
The Lincoln High School Alumni Association assembled at the California Department of Motor Vehicles parking lot
staging area with ‘hurry up and wait’ anticipation for the Fifth Annual Lincoln Heights Christmas Parade to began. It was
a cool, crisp Sunday morning that December 14 and alumni were in good spirits before, during and after the celebratory
affair. Former Lincoln graduates introduced themselves, chatted about the ‘good old days’ in the neighborhood as they
waited for the procession to start. Waiting to march was association Treasurer, Marco Robles with his two grandchildren,
Liam and Ella McCabe.
They represented the association along with Robert and Genevieve Granados. Long time association member, Louie Arreola, brought his vintage roadster. Just to let you know that chivalry is alive and well, Louie spurned an offer to chauffer
parade grand marshal, Edward James Olmos because he had promised our young alum, Clara G. Zaragoza, class of 2001
to ride with him; she was pregnant at the time. Other LHSAA members joining the parade for the first time were Mary L.
(Vega) Sanchez and Becky (Nieto) Contreras from winter class of 1970, Letty (Contreras) Perez, class of 1974 and Robert
Contreras, summer class of 1967. Coming back to the ‘Heights’ paid unexpected dividends for some of our members as
they encountered a nephew they had not seen in over 20 years.
The association members who showed up clearly had their willing hearts back in the old neighborhood as they marched
from Lincoln Park Avenue down to Avenue 24 where the parade culminated. The Bank of America parking lot was the
place to be for refreshments and entertainment for participants.
It would be fantastic if more alumni would participate as a sign of solidarity and visibility in the community. Keep that
thought in mind as December, 2009 rolls around. Check your e-mail and announcements near the end of the year for details. Let’s turn out in greater numbers.
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Did You Know?
Since the spring of 2006, the Lincoln High School Alumni Association has awarded over $40,000.00 to students and
programs at our alma mater. $30,450.00 went directly to deserving students through the association’s Angels Awards for
the Performing and Fine Arts and Seniors Essay Scholarships Contest. An additional $10,000.00 was given to programs
needing extra funding and unavailable from the school’s budget.
Equal amounts, or more, may be budgeted next 2009-2010 fiscal year. That means a minimal amount of $7,000.00 for
both the performing, fine arts and senior essay contests.
Please help us support our alma mater. Become a paid member of the Alumni Association, attend our fundraisers or
make a tax-deductible contribution. See form on page 11 of this newsletter.

Year

Contribution Description

Amount

2005-2006

Senior Essay Scholarship
Angels Awards for the Performing & Fine Arts
Cheerleading squad
Homecoming expenses

$ 2,500.00
$ 3,350.00
$ 1,200.00
$ 135.00

Subtotal

$ 7,185.00
2006-2007

Senior Essay Scholarship
Angels Awards for the Performing & Fine Arts
Girl’s basketball team
Boy’s basketball team
Baseball team
Golf team
High school achievement test
JROTC cash awards
Basketball team (Sergeant’s Sporting)
Homecoming expenses

$ 7,750.00
$ 3,350.00
$ 400.00
$ 300.00
$ 400.00
$ 500.00
$ 700.00
$ 750.00
$ 296.00
$ 175.00
$ 14,621.00

2007-2008

Senior Essay Scholarship
Angels Awards for the Performing & Fine Arts
JROTC
CS testing 9th-11th grade
Basketball team jerseys
Christmas tree donation
Homecoming expenses

$ 3,000.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 500.00
$ 500.00
$ 1,115.00
$ 150.00
$ 175.00
$ 8,940.00

2008-2009

Senior Essay Scholarship
Angels Awards for the Performing & Fine Arts
Boy’s basketball team
Golf team
JROTC
Boy’s baseball team
CBI (special education program)
Christmas tree donation
Homecoming expenses

$ 3,500.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 500.00
$ 450.00
$ 500.00
$ 620.00
$
70.00
$ 250.00
$ 175.00
$ 9,565.00

2005-2009

Total contributions to Lincoln High School
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$ 40,311.00

9

10

Lincoln High School Alumni Association recognizes the generosity of individuals whose contributions play a critical role in
supporting our mission. With your donation you will receive a receipt for tax purposes.
Name ____________________________
Address __________________________
Telephone ________________________

Maiden Name ______________________
City ______________________
State_____
e-mail ____________________________

Year ________
Zip ________

Please check one or more of the following:
Keep me informed of up-coming events and meetings so that I may be able to attend
Volunteer for future events
Represent my class at the meetings
Other _________
A donation to the Lincoln High School Alumni Association is an investment in the future. Most cash contributions are fully
deductible.
 $75.00 + ________________________________
 $50.00 + ________________________________
 $25.00 + ________________________________
 Other + ________________________________
 $15.00 Yearly membership __________________
Make checks payable to: Lincoln High School Alumni Association
P.O. Box 31257
Los Angeles, CA 90031
Phone 310-701-6846

-----------------------------Please cut & mail or use the email link below to contact us--------------------------lincolnhighschoolaa@hotmail.com
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Lincoln High School Alumni Association
Post Box Office 31257
Los Angeles, CA 90031
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