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Archbishop Ryan
Fast Facts 2015
Mary Poppins the Musical
April 24-26

Alumni Golf Outing
Monday, May 11, 2015

Alumni Coach Bag BINGO
Friday, May 15, 2015

Academic Highlights
Gates Millennium Scholar
School Wide Literacy Initiative across
Curriculum for Excellence in part with
the University of Pennsylvania
On Campus College Courses thru Holy
Family University Partnership
11 AP Classes
7 Computer Labs
2 Newly Renovated Science Labs
2 Art Studios
iMac Music Tech Lab
Graphic Design Lab

Athletic Highlights
40 Sports teams
2 Gymnasiums
On Campus Athletic Fields
The John Quinn Athletic Training
Center

Extracurricular Activities
41 Clubs
3 Music Rooms
2 Musical Productions per year
New Black Box Theatre

From the Desk of the President
Dear Archbishop Ryan Alumni, Family, and Friends,
Spring is here, and we are all ready for it! In my first 7 months as Ryan’s president, it is very
evident in all that we do that Archbishop Ryan High School, the faculty, and administrators are
committed to academic excellence and challenge all students to their greatest potential. Just as
when you walked these halls, students experience a sense of community and receive an education
that will serve as grounding for a life that is productive, rewarding, and socially responsible.
Enrollment is beginning to move upward. We invite these young 8th graders to join us for a
life altering experience that changes them forever. We ask them to join Ryan students in the next
steps of a lifelong journey to increase knowledge, enrich faith, and become the next generation
of leaders in a world that cries out for leadership. When I greeted our prospective students, I told
them that I am the proud parent of two past graduates and that without reservation I can promise
this: If they chose to honor us by enrolling at Ryan and firmly commit to avail themselves to all the
school has to offer, they will leave us after four years with a joy and a foundation for the future that will serve them honorably.
Through the generosity of the Franciscan order and a loyal alumnus donor, Fr. Rene will be staying at Ryan through the
2016-2017 academic year to help celebrate our 50th anniversary. Terri Evans ‘82 was hired as the Coordinator of Alumni Relations and Special Events to assist Fr. Rene but more importantly garner his knowledge about all things Ryan!
Just as I invited them to share their talents and dreams with Ryan, I challenge you as faithful alumni to do the same.
•Join us as a volunteer. The alumni association is seeking members to help with volunteer recruitment, event
management, and mentoring to name a few. Contact Terri Evans ‘82
at Alumni@ArchbishopRyan.com
•Support the Ryan Fund. A gift is a vote of confidence
in the Ryan experience. Our alumni participation rate is well below
the national average. Think about this... Currently only 2 ½ % of our
alumni support the Ryan Fund. If each alumnus who does not support the Ryan Fund, made a minimum commitment of $10, the Ryan
Fund would increase by nearly $300,000 and a commitment of $25
would increase the Ryan Fund by more than $700,000. Imagine the
possibilities! Don’t you want to make a difference for today’s Ragdolls
and Raiders?
Beginning this year, when you make your gift you have the opportunity to restrict your gift to athletics, tuition assistance, theater or arts
to directly benefit what is important to you!
Remember: remain on the vine…with your time,
with your talents, and with your treasure!

Denise LePera
President

“

Give to what was important
to you at Ryan - restrict your
gifts to athletics, theater, arts
or tuition assistance.”
Archbishop Ryan High School
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A Letter from the Principal
Dear Alumni and Friends,
The Archbishop Ryan campus is bustling with spiritual, academic, and social activity. Our seniors
recently returned from their third Kairos retreat this school year. This important spiritual experience
brought our students closer to God, themselves, and their classmates. This special retreat for seniors
is a major part of our retreat program, along with class retreats. The work of Father John Donia, our
school minister, and his ministry team does not end with retreats. Twice a month, Father accompanies juniors to serve meals at the Blessed Sarnelli House soup kitchen in Kensington, providing a real
example that true service to God is bigger than oneself. During the season of Lent, in addition to
Daily Mass at 7:10 am, student-led prayer services were conducted daily during each lunch period in
our Chapel.
The warmest night of the winter academically was on February 24 with our Course Selection
Evening in the North Cafeteria. This night saw a packed house of families, especially sophomores
and juniors, meeting with the academic leaders of the school to have
informal conversations about options for the upcoming school year.
Our academic program is rich with not only the course requirements,
but also with electives for students of all abilities and interests. Among
these many electives, our most popular include Psychology, Web Design, and Forensics, just introduced last year. In addition to our strong
academic program, eligible juniors and seniors have the option to take
courses offered by Holy Family University, hosted here at Ryan, for both
college and high school credit.
Catholic Schools Week celebrated our Catholic School heritage with
many spiritual, academic, and social activities. The week was capped
off by school-wide participation in the Brain Game, a high-energy trivia
contest in the auditorium. Our Color Games concluded for the 2015
school year with the Senior Class capturing the title and many were
impressed by the show of school spirit. The Senior Dance and Fashion
Show was well-attended as many seniors walked the runway in front of
their excited classmates to model the latest prom attire.
As members of the Ryan Family, we are grateful for your continued
prayers and support. On behalf of the Ryan Family, please know you
are in our prayers daily as we are blessed as a school family that you do
truly “remain on the Vine.”
With appreciation,

James D. Meredith
Principal
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Archbishop Ryan’s Catholic Identity - Kairos
by: Father John Donia, School Minister
It has become a staple at Archbishop Ryan High School, and the final touch on the religious formation of students especially in
their senior year, and in some cases carrying through to their college years.
It is the Kairos retreat, in which teenagers spend three days cut off from everyday life at a retreat facility. What makes the retreats
distinctive is the leaders are peers or near-peers to the retreatants. The leaders speak the same language and face the same problems as the other retreatants do on a daily basis.
In the Greek language kairos means time, and
is usually translated as “the right time” or “the
Lord’s time.” In a sense it is a play on words of the
Chi Rho, the Greek symbol for Christ.
Like most retreat movements, Kairos descends
from Jesuit spirituality and in this case more
recently the Spanish Cursillo format.
In its present form, focusing on young people,
it was originally developed in the Brooklyn Diocese around 1965, and has proved to be especially effective in reaching out to that generation.
It is mostly led by young people who have
already participated in a Kairos retreat. Although
it does involve a lot of interaction with fellow retreatants, the real focus is helping the individual
form his or her own personal relationship with
God.
Thomas DiMarcantonio ’15 was personally transformed by the Kairos retreat he experienced as a retreatant in April 2014 and
later as a leader in December 2014. “I got so much out of it, especially a clearer relationship with God,” he remembers of his first
Kairos retreat, and then as a leader, “the satisfaction was watching other retreatants experience God’s love.”
Tom, who hopes to attend the Franciscan University of Steubenville next year, majoring in economics and marketing, with a
minor in theology, hopes to be active in youth ministry during and after college, and Kairos will certainly be part of that ministry.
Jarred Zelenski ‘15 experienced a renewed perspective of his life thanks to his experiences as a retreatant in April 2014, and later
as a leader in October 2014. “Before the retreat, I was always concerned about myself, whether it be with material possessions, earning as much money as I could from working, and even trying to distance myself from God at times. Afterward, though, everything
was different. I became a lot more concerned with helping others in any way I could, and now I feel as if I have grown much more
closer to God as well. I went back as a leader because seeing this kind of change in people is something that is just indescribable”
Jarred, who plans on attending Arcadia University to major in English with an emphasis on creative writing, hopes to be an active
part of the University’s Neumann Program, as well as remain active in the Youth Ministry. There is no doubt that Kairos will be a part
of this Ministry.
Emily Hancin, ‘15, grew closer to God through others when she attended Kairos, first as a junior retreatant in April 2014, and,
then, as a rector in October 2014. “I had grown pretty close to God throughout my high school years, and I was curious to see what
Kairos could do to help me strengthen my faith. After I returned home, I realized that I did not have to experience my faith alone;
when you are united in Christ with others, you realize that they can lead you to God at a surprising pace. Leading a retreat was a
tremendous honor, and, through it, I was able to see God’s light shining through others. It is something I will never forget.” Emily is a
prospective Biology major and hopes to attend medical school after college. “It’s easy to get caught up in the stress that comes with
attaining an education, but I plan on keeping Christ at the center of my life, regardless.” She plans to strengthen her devotion to God
acquired at Kairos by continuing her work as a sacristan in college.
The effects of the Kairos retreat do not stop after those three days end. Kairos is something that lives on in each of its members
for the rest of their lives if they let it. God is present now and always, we just have to let him in, and Kairos is a place where we can
finally really see that door to God being wide open.

Archbishop Ryan High School
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The Class of 2015 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Seniors Emily Hancin and Shannon Calter, like many Archbishop Ryan students, have a bright future ahead
of them. Emily is the number one ranked student in the class of 2015 and Shannon is number two. They are
enjoying their last few months as Ryan students by finishing their courses and preparing for college.
Emily, whose favorite subject is biology, has been accepted to the University of Pennsylvania. She envisions herself as either a biology or chemistry major and would like to pursue a career as a trauma surgeon or
emergency room physician. One thing that Emily is sure of is that she would like to repay her family for all they
have done for her.
“I would like to pay back my parents for all they have done for me over the years. They raised me to work for
everything I wanted, and it has paid off for me tremendously,” said Hancin as she reflected on the vital role her
family has played in her life.
Shannon, a history enthusiast, committed to the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business where she will major in
actuarial science. Calter hopes to pursue a career as an actuary, a person who analyzes statistics to calculate insurance risk and premium, but admits she has not completely made up her mind.
“I can see myself changing my mind multiple times. I just hope to find myself doing something I look forward to everyday. An ideal career for me would be challenging, but also have a lot of opportunities.”
Before they leave Archbishop Ryan High School, Emily and Shannon have some advice for their fellow
graduates.
“Don’t let anyone tell you that you are incapable of achieving anything. With determination and hard work
you can accomplish your goals,” recommends Emily.
Shannon encourages her peers to, “reap what you sow. Whatever you do, do it to the best of your ability.
Your attitude makes a difference! Be kind to people.”
Because of their tireless dedication at Archbishop Ryan, Emily and Shannon have achieved academic excellence and have earned
themselves endless opportunities for the future.

AR Students Show off their Christmas Caroling Skills

On Saturday, December 20, 2014, a bus filled with Archbishop Ryan students traveled to Saint John Neumann Nursing Home and Saint
Joseph’s Manor to sing Christmas Carols and visit with the residents. Father John Donia directed the event for the second consecutive
year. Over 50 students and faculty members brought joyful voices and open hearts to all they met. This year the group even rounded
up some familiar holiday characters, Santa Claus, Rudolph, and Frosty the Snowman to bring cheer to the much appreciative residents.
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Operation Santa Claus Still Going Strong At Archbishop Ryan
By: Lou Baldwin
Excerpts from CatholicPhilly.com

Remember Operation Santa Claus? For
many years it was a signature program
for the Community Service Corps (CSC),
with pretty much all of the Catholic high
schools in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia participating by supplying toys for
needy children during the Christmas
season.
It faded away a few years ago before
the Office for Youth and Young Adults
(OYYA) closed in 2012.
One school where Operation Santa
Claus is very much alive is Archbishop
Ryan High School in Northeast Philadelphia.
Sister of St. Joseph Frances Antoinette, who teaches theology at Ryan,
has been running it for the past 24 years
and has seen it grow from 81 children
assisted to 183 children this year.
The reason it is still going strong is
because it was a strictly local effort independent of OYYA, although that wasn’t
the case in the very beginning.
“When I came I noticed none of the
gifts were coming back to families from
our feeder schools, so we started our
own,” Sister Frances Antoinette said.
The reason for this was the Far
Northeast parishes did not have a high
poverty rate relative to some other sections, particularly the inner city, where
the gifts were distributed. But every area
has some poverty and Sister Frances
Antoinette thought the school should

assist families in the feeder parishes from
which Ryan received its students.
A great many of the children helped
are from single-parent families or divorced where the mother isn’t getting
enough support through the children’s
father, she explained.
Although the feeder school system
has been abolished, Sister Frances Antoinette sends the gifts to the schools in its
traditional area, which still in fact supply
the bulk of students to the high school.
“We assist families in St. Albert the
Great, Maternity B.V.M., St. Christopher,
St. Anselm, St. Martha, Christ the King,
St. Katherine of Siena (all in Philadelphia)
and St. Charles Borromeo (Bensalem),”
Sister Frances Antoinette said.
She receives the names and ages
of the children to be assisted from the
local schools. Then they are assigned a
number for confidentiality and these
numbers are distributed mostly through
the theology classes for all four years at
Ryan.
The classes are also where the fundraising is conducted to buy the toys, and
more funds may be raised in other ways
such as a bake sale. No one at Ryan, other
than Sister Frances Antoinette, knows the
names of the children who will receive
gifts.
The drive starts right after Thanksgiving and ends a week or so before
Christmas.

The gifts tend to be simple – board
games, books, etc., and each child will
receive six gifts, with a total cost of $35$40.
After the drive closes Sister Frances
Antoinette’s students and those in the
CSC go on a big Saturday shopping spree
to such places as Five Below and WalMart. Then a big wrapping party follows.
The wrapped presents are then returned
to the parish school where parents are
asked to pick up the gifts.
“I’m always touched by the enthusiasm and generosity of our students,”
Sister Frances Antoinette said. “They
know what is going on in society and
they know how it would be if they didn’t
get gifts. That touches their hearts and
that touches mine.”
Nick Belamorich and John Thackrah,
co-presidents of Ryan’s CSC, seconded
those sentiments.
“Operation Santa Claus is a great
way to give back to the community and
an awesome way to celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas by being Christlike in our actions,” Thackrah said.
“Knowing that young children will be
so very grateful for the gifts they receive
is a gift to me,” Belamorich said. “The love
they experience I am sure it is something
they will pass on to future generations.”

Archbishop Ryan High School
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On Wednesday February 4, 2015 we celebrated Archbishop Ryan Signing Day! Congratulations to the following senior
student athletes who have received athletic scholarships to college:
Jazmin Gonzalez - Soccer - Charleston Southern
Kaitlyn McFadden – Soccer – West Chester
Marikate O’Toole – Soccer – Chestnut Hill
Shane Taylor - Lacrosse - Wagner
Julianne Herman - Tennis - Duquesne
Samir Bullock - Football – Delaware
Makenzie Hooven - Track and Field - Chestnut Hill
Joseph Stock - Soccer- Holy Family University
Kerri Dadalski - Softball - Central Connecticut State
Excellent work everyone! Well deserved! Best wishes at the next level!

Archbishop Ryan High School Celebrates Patrons Day
On Friday, October 3, 2014, Archbishop Ryan High School observed the patron saints of their school, St. Francis of Assisi and Mary,
the Blessed Mother, with a Patrons Day celebration.
The day began with a school liturgy in the auditorium for the student body,
faculty and staff. Immediately following mass, Archbishop Ryan honored and
thanked ten members of their faculty and staff, that are celebrating milestone
anniversaries this year for their time spent working in Catholic Education. These
faculty and staff members have combined for over 440 years of faithful service
and dedication to the mission of Catholic Education.
The following teachers have been serving Catholic Education for over forty
years: Ms. Sharonmarie Biasini, Mr. Eugene Ciccimaro, Mrs. Alice Faber, Mr.
Edward Macko, Mr. Joseph Muto, Mr. Gerard Nejman, Dr. Carl Tori and Fr. Rene
Barczak.
Sister Alice Hess, IHM is celebrating 50 years as a Sister, Servant of the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 50 years of teaching and Sister Marie Duffy, IHM is
observing 60 years in religious life.
The day concluded with a luncheon in the South Cafeteria for the faculty and
staff of Archbishop Ryan High School. Many former teachers were invited and
returned to show their appreciation for their fellow servers of Catholic Education.
8

Archbishop Ryan High School

The Bonaventure Program
By: Maureen Dougherty, Bonaventure Coordinator

“Once we accept our limits, we go beyond them.”
(Albert Einstein: Physicist/Mathematician)
“Continuous effort – not strength or intelligence – is the key to unlocking your potential.”
(Winston Churchill: British Prime Minister)
“If a man does his best what else is there?”
(George Patton: U.S. Army General)
These powerful inspirational words from famous people
with learning disabilities are words to live by for the learning
disabled students in the Bonaventure Program at Archbishop
Ryan High School. The Bonaventure Program is a resource
program for learning disabled secondary school students
sponsored by the Office of Catholic Education (under the auspices of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia). Learning disabled
students in the Bonaventure Program are included in the
mission of Archbishop Ryan to provide young people with
an academically rigorous and doctrinally sound program of
education and faith formation whereby they are incorporated
into all facets of high school life. They are taught by secondary teachers who teach as Jesus did so that students become
contributing members in communities of faith, knowledge,
and service.
Students enrolled in the Bonaventure Program have a full
academic schedule and are tracked according to standardized
test scores upon entrance into Ryan. The students are fully
rostered into secondary classes, with the exception of one
period each day. During this period, the students are in the
resource room where they are introduced to learning strategies for instructional and study skills. The teacher/student
ratio in the resource room is approximately 1:4. Unlike other

programs, Bonaventure students are not rostered together
in their classes. They do not travel in a group. If Bonaventure
students have the ability to do Honors Math, then they take
Honors Math even if their Language Arts ability require placement in a second or third track class.
Each student has an Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.),
updated annually, that includes classroom accommodations
to help guide instruction by the subject-area teachers. The
classroom accommodations are developed according to a
psycho-educational evaluation done by a certified school
psychologist. The resource room teachers communicate the
necessary accommodations for each student to the subjectarea teachers and offer consultative services.
The Bonaventure teachers work with students during their
four years of high school to assist with their transition to college (both four-year and two-year programs), trade schools,
the workplace, or the military. The Bonaventure Program is
one of the few test centers in Philadelphia that provides testing accommodations for students with disabilities for the SAT.
If you have any questions, please call the Bonaventure
Program at Archbishop Ryan High School at 215-637-1800
(ext. 273) or visit us on the Archbishop Ryan website under
the academics tab.

Archbishop Ryan High School
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The National Honor Society
By: Alexander Padayatil ’15
The National Honor Society has always strived for the
development of character, the promotion of leadership, the
enthusiasm for scholarship, and the desire to serve. Each of
the listed qualities I have mentioned are instrumental to each
and every person in the National Honor Society. In order to be
in NHS, one must be in the top 10% of their class and have no
grade below an 80. NHS helps coordinate and run many events
at Archbishop Ryan throughout the school year. These include
our Fall and Spring Open Houses, the 7th and 8th Grade Visitation Days, many Parent - Teacher Meetings, and Staff Appreciation Day. NHS takes great pride in the work ethic and dedication of its members.
Not only is the National Honor Society dedicated to the
efforts in our schools, NHS has a particular interest in the
development and growth of the local community. New to this
year, many members of the National Honor Society joined our
school Minister Fr. Donia in Ryan’s second annual Christmas
Caroling event. Students and faculty traveled to local nursing homes to sing and bring about the Christmas spirit to the
elderly and nursing home bound back in December. NHS also
has many members help with the school plays, which this
year were Shrek and Mary Poppins. It is important today to be
exposed to the arts, and NHS has great pride in helping with
these events.
NHS also runs many programs that help foster and encourage students not in NHS. There is the Scholar of the Month, a
program where students not in NHS are nominated by teachers, can possibly win gifts. These students are often very hard
workers, and students teachers feel deserve such recognition for their hard work. NHS also runs the tutoring program.
10
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Anyone who feels the need to improve in Algebra, or wants to
learn more about Chemistry, has the opportunity to be tutored
by a member of the National Honor Society.
The Archbishop Ryan National Honor Society has a long
storied reputation, and this cannot be said without giving
thanks to certain people. We would like to thank Ms. Biasini for
her continuous work, support, and dedication to NHS, Ryan’s
administration for their continued support, and my fellow NHS
officers for making this year one to remember. My hope is that
everyone in the National Honor Society can look back and
be proud of who they are and that they were in the National
Honor Society.

Archbishop Ryan - The Literacy Leader of the Archdiocese
By: Rosemary A. Naab, Literacy Coordinator

During an in service in the fall of 2012, a
teacher asked the presenter the following question, “Does reading instruction
end in grade school”? This question galvanized a group of teachers to explore
ways in which Archbishop Ryan could
improve the reading comprehension of
our students. Approximately 20 teachers
from a variety of disciplines “joined” a Literacy Team and Ryan’s Literacy Initiative
was born.
During the spring and summer of 2013,
the team researched and discussed how
to teach reading skills across the curriculum and created both a Mission Statement and Belief Statement. Contact was
made with the administrators of Brockton High School in Massachusetts which
developed a very successful literacy
program to discuss their initiative. The
team also acknowledged the need for
professional development and formed
a partnership with the University of
Pennsylvania’s Literacy Network, known
as PLN. This partnership has been financially supported by the Office of Catholic
Education and Archbishop Ryan High
School. Our partnership has resulted in
a series of in services over the past two
years and a graduate class in literacy for
members of the Ryan faculty. In the fall
of 2013, 11 teachers and administrators
participated in the first course which
has been subsequently followed by a
second course in the fall of 2014. Both
the in services and classes have been led

by Dr. Bernadette Janis of PLN. As part
of the course requirements, the teachers
created a three year Literacy Action Plan
to implement both reading and writing
strategies across the curriculum. The
plan included the creation of a Literacy
Coordinator position, a literacy portal,
a student literacy team and a variety
of other objectives to help achieve our
literacy goals.
Our Literacy Initiative is expanding
beyond the confines of Archbishop Ryan
High School. A workshop with our peers
in the Catholic elementary schools to
share the strategies we have learned will
take place in the spring. The Office of
Catholic Education has confirmed funding for a third literacy class with PLN and
a Math literacy class which will be held at
Archbishop Ryan.

Archbishop Ryan has become the
literacy leader of the Archdiocese. The
measure of our success is the increased
proficiency of our students in both reading comprehension and writing. In a recent blog posting, Mrs. Kathi Symborksi,
chairperson of the English Department,
eloquently summarized the import of
what we have done:
“As a result of the providential and serendipitous finding of the Penn Literacy
Program, now I know HOW to teach
comprehension. I know HOW to teach
students to monitor their comprehension. I know HOW to teach students to
apply these strategies in other content
areas. I have a list of strategies that will
serve my student, all because along the
way, we all came to the same conclusioneven high school students need to learn
reading.”
The administration and faculty are
committed to insuring that our students
graduate Archbishop Ryan High School
successful critical readers and writers
and take their newly learned skills into
their college and work experiences.

Archbishop Ryan High School

11

Coming Soon:
Mary Poppins
The Archbishop Ryan Theater Club is preparing for their Spring 2015 show. This year’s
Spring Performance will be Mary Poppins. The
students have begun preparations and practices for this event. The dates for the performances are as follows:
Friday, April 24, 2015 @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, April 25, 2015 @ 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 26, 2015 @ 1:00 pm
The doors will open one hour prior to the
scheduled start time located in the school
auditorium.

AR Students Support
the Blood Mobile

Shrek the Musical - An Ogre-Sized Success
This past November proved that the ARTS are alive and well at Archbishop Ryan High
School. The cast, pit and crew of Shrek the Musical made room for ogre-sized family fun
as they presented the greatest fairy tale never told with their breathtaking performance!
Congratulations to Gene Ciccimaro and Kim Williams, without them Shrek and his
loyal steed Donkey, would not have been able to set off on their quest to rescue the
beautiful (if slightly temperamental) Princess Fiona, and we would have not had the
pleasure to meet the diminutive Lord Farquaad, a gang of fairytale misfits and a biscuit
with attitude.
Beginning on Wednesday, November 19th and Thursday, November 20th, with two
elementary school performances, the cast and crew performed to packed houses filled
with enthusiastic, entertained and grateful fans for the next five days. In addition to the
talented Ryan students who performed on stage, in the pit and behind the scenes, the
crew was also joined by 33 students from our partner elementary schools.

Archbishop Ryan High School can proudly
boast that as a school we have had the privilege of hosting the Red Cross Bloodmobile
Ryan’s Theatre Arts program out did themselves presenting the biggest and brightest
for over twenty years. Every year we have
musical comedy! Thank you to the thousands of alumni, families, students and future
two bloodmobile drives scheduled on our
students that filled the auditorium that week. Please mark your calendar for our Spring
calendar. There is one in the fall and one in
performance of Mary Poppins!
the winter months. We have sign-ups for the
Red Cross two weeks in advance. Students are
trained to work the Bloodmobile, from logging
in the donors, giving out specific information
in regards to donating, handing out refreshments after donating and logging out the
student back to class.
Ryan has just completed their second Red
Cross Bloodmobile in February and again
had great success in helping to supply much
needed blood to our area residents in need.
The Red Cross continues to express their
gratitude and appreciation for the opportunity to come to Archbishop Ryan High School.
Our Ragdolls and Raiders will follow the path
of giving back to the community in the years
ahead with pride and selflessness.
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Ryan Students Prepare for the Annual Container Design Project
Archbishop Ryan High School will again host its annual
Calculus/Statistics Container Design Project this spring. Forty
students from Sister Alice’s Advanced Placement Calculus and
Statistics courses will present their container designs to approximately sixty judges. The objective of the project it to design
a container, any enclosed object of any size or shape, that will
solve a real world problem. This allows students the opportunity
to combine their own creativity with mathematics to engineer
an invention that will affect everyday life in a positive light.
This year’s presentation will transpire on Tuesday, May 26,
2015. With the help of many local businesses, especially, Crown
Cork and Seal, Lockheed Martin and many small personal donations from practicing engineers the first place winner will take
home $150 for each member. Past winners and topics include
the Eggcellent Carton, the Perfectly Popped Popcorn, the Hoagie
Hugger and a container to transport a human heart for openheart surgery. A sneak preview for the 2015 contest consists of
redesigning school lockers, a phone holder for cell phones in the
car, and “smart” plant pots.

There is one more significant judge not included in these first
60 judges, Sr. Alice. The container project is included in the syllabus for Sr. Alice’s AP classes and affects the students’ final grades.
It is an ongoing process throughout the year where students
have to meet certain deadlines with certain information.
In December, the students began forming their teams for the
event. The teams are constructed of four or five classmates and
the students decide on their own the members of their team.
Once the teams have been identified, the students meet outside
of class, approximately once a month, to brainstorm ideas. As
the due date approaches, team meetings become more frequent.
The Container Design Project teaches students, at an early
stage, the importance of being a fair and reliable teammate and
the significance of meeting deadlines. The project also boosts
confidence and problem solving skills.
Best of luck to all the teams this year!

The Container Design Project has been instrumental in capturing many grants and awards for Sister Alice, her students, and
Archbishop Ryan. These grants and awards include the National
Presidential Award, USA Today Award, Air Force Association Educator Grants, and the Delaware Valley Engineer Award.
The sixty judges are comprised of professional engineers,
educators, other professionals and Archbishop Ryan graduates.
The judges grade the presentation of each group on a 0-5 scale
and the team with the most points at the end of all the presentations is crowned the winner. Each presentation lasts ten
minutes. Seven of those minutes are dedicated to the function,
logistics, and explanation of the container and the final three
minutes are left to the judges for a question and answer session.
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AR Sports Update

Girls’ Soccer
For the third straight season the Girls Soccer Team won the Philadelphia
Catholic League Championship and District 12 Title. The team was led by
two time league MVP and All- State member Kaitlyn McFadden and All
State goalie Jazmin Gonzalez. The team had a total of eight All-Catholic
selections and won 20 games for the third consecutive season. Kaitlyn
became the first girl in Archbishop Ryan school history to be named
to the regional All-American team. Jazmin broke the school record for
career shutouts with 55 and finished third all-time in the state in that
category. She was also honored as the Northeast Times player of the year.
Taylor Woods was named as the Philadelphia Catholic League Championship Game Most Valuable Player. Coach Ryan Haney won his 150th
game and was also honored as Northeast Times Coach of the Year for the
third time. The team had three seniors awarded soccer scholarships for
college.
Boys’ Soccer
After losing seven seniors from the previous season, the Raiders still
battled their way into the Philadelphia Catholic League Playoffs. With the
addition of six talented freshmen last season, the team nearly pulled a
first round upset in the playoffs, narrowly losing to Bonner-Prendie in a
shootout. The team was led by All Catholic selections Joe Stock, Monte
Guess, and Matt Miller. Coach Bradby and his staff are proud of their
players both athletically and academically and are looking forward to
next season as the foundation and structure has been put in place for the
future.
Football
The Raiders played for the Philadelphia
Catholic League AAA Championship.
They were led by senior running back
Samir Bullock. Samir became only the
second person in city history to run for
2,000 yards in back-to-back seasons.
He finished the 2014 season with 2,068
yards and 24 touchdowns and became
Ryan’s all-time leading rusher, surpassing two sport star Joe Zeglinski ’06 with
4,123 yards. In a win versus Archbishop Carroll, Samir broke the Ryan
single game rushing record with 377 yards. He was named AAA MVP and
Northeast Times Player of the Year.
Girls’ Tennis
The Ragdolls improved their win total by three games this season compared to last year. The team was led by star senior Julianne Herman, who
was named to her fourth straight All-Catholic team and was recognized
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as the league’s Most Valuable player. Julianne did not lose a single game
during Catholic League play. Other main contributors included seniors
Haley Heiler, Brooke Dietz, and Deana Iacovine.
Cross Country
The Girls’ team upset Public League champion Central and finished
second in the District Championships. Makenzie Hooven and Megan Kirn
qualified for States. The Boys’ team also upset Central and finished in the
top 6 in the district. Pat Lawson qualified for States as well.
Girls’ Track
The Girls’ Track team captured second place in the Philadelphia Catholic
League this season. The team was led by state qualifiers and All-Catholics
Alison Jones (long jump) and Taylor Woods (400m). Alison broke 2003
graduate Denise Tetkowski’s school long jump record with a jump of 18-2.
She placed third in the entire state.
Boys’ Track
The Boys’ Track team finished in third place in the Philadelphia Catholic
League. The following members qualified for the state championships
Seneca Williams (long jump), Anthony Fratanduono (400m) and Monte
Guess (60 hurdles). The 4 x 200 team of Anthony Fratanduono, Monte
Guess, Mike Minniti, Seneca Williams, and Tom Hammond also qualified
for the state competition. Senior Anthony Fratanduono’s time at states of
50.32 broke the school record previously held by Lou Simone ’12.

Cheerleading
The cheerleading team capped this season off with a trip to Orlando,
Florida to compete in a national tournament. The girls placed seventh in
this year’s event. Other highlights for the team this year were a first place
finish in the Archbishop Wood competition and a third place finish in
States. The team was led by senior All Catholic Meaghan McCammit.

Swimming
The Girls’ Swimming team won the District 12 championship. They
also finished in second place in the Philadelphia Catholic League. The
girls were led by Shea McKinstry, Jenna Scheffold, Sarah Gudas and
Kristin Johnson. These 4 swimmers finished in second place in the
medley race at the Philadelphia Catholic League championships.
Wrestling
The Raiders ‘Wrestling team had
their most successful season since
the program started in the 201314 school year. The team had five
wrestlers place in their regional
competition Charles Wallace, Frank
Masi, Thomas Rola, Ryan Kidwell,
and Daniel Beinlich. The squad’s
season was highlighted by a second
place finish in the Cadet Invitational
Tournament and a shutout victory
over Bishop McDevitt.
Boys’ Basketball
The Raiders returned to the Philadelphia Catholic League playoffs this
season. Under head coach Bernie Rogers, the squad has made the playoffs
in the toughest league in Pennsylvania
13 of the past 15 seasons. The team
returned seniors Kevin Nichols and
Shane Taylor, who were instrumental
leaders and teammates throughout
the season. The Raiders were led in
scoring by Second team All Catholic
sophomore Izaiah Brockington and junior Austin Chabot. The team eagerly
awaits next season as they will return
all five starters.

Boys’ Lacrosse
The Boys’ Lacrosse team returns twelve seniors and all but two starters
from last season. This year’s squad will be led by newly appointed
varsity coach Jerry McGinley and junior varsity coach Sean McGinley.
The Boys’ Lacrosse team has reached the semi-finals 3 of the last 4
seasons and this year’s coaching staff is looking to help push the team
to the next level. The team’s motto will be “to outwork, out run, and
outscore” everyone they play.
Baseball
The coaching staff is very excited about this season. The team’s pitching staff will be anchored by juniors Shane McGrody, Matt Rocchi, and
Anthony Chiardio, all who have the potential to win All-Catholic. The
team will also be led in the field by seniors Dan Cerruti, Joe Iannacone,
Gerry Eck, and Shane Smith. Eck will miss a few games throughout the
season due to this commitment to the Army. He spent last summer
training in boot camp at Fort Jackson. The offense will be powered by
Anthony Fratanduono, Josh Lopez, and Tyler DiMatteo in the middle of
the lineup. The coaching staff is thrilled with the makeup of their team
from senior leadership to the young talent that floods the program;
the coaches believe they can make a run at the Philadelphia Catholic
League Title.
Softball
After dedicating last season to long time coach, Andy Hafele, who
passed away February 2014 from cancer, the girls turned their season
into a Catholic League Championship. This year the team will be led
by John Kidwell, the top assistant for the past 21 seasons. The team
returns Second Team All- Southeastern PA senior pitcher Kerri Dadalski
and junior catcher Sarah Ostaszewski. The team will also lean on
senior DH Michele Hooten to power the offense. The Ragdolls and
their coaching staff will use their speed and athleticism to hopefully
produce enough runs and then rely on Kerri and Sarah to shut down
the other team.
On Sunday, April 26, 2015 the dedication of the Andy Hafle Memorial
Softball Field will be held at 6:00 PM before the girls game against St.
Basil’s. On behalf of the administration and athletic department we
invite all the family and friends of Coach Hafele to join us at this event.

Girls’ Basketball
The Ragdolls finished their season with a 15-9 record, before losing in
the Philadelphia Catholic League semi-finals by only five points. The
team was led by Second Team All Catholic seniors Shayna Rodriguez
and Shannon Glenn. Over Christmas break, the Ragdolls traveled to
Fort Myers, Florida, where they lost in the championship in the National Queen of the Palms Tournament. Some of the highlights from their
season were a win against Public League champion, Imhotep Charter,
in the Scholastic Showcase and a thrilling buzzer beater playoff victory
over Bonner-Prendie.
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The 2015 Spirit of Ryan Awards
Archbishop Ryan High School celebrated their Annual Communion Breakfast and Spirit of Ryan Awards on Sunday April
12, 2015. The Spirit of Ryan Award is given to those individuals
who promote the values and traditions of Archbishop Ryan
High School.
Recipients must demonstrate the values of an Archbishop Ryan
graduate:
•  Live and practice our Catholic Christian faith
•  Demonstrate personal integrity, moral behavior, and
		
respect for others
•  Exercise leadership and service in religious, civic,
		
personal, and professional activities
•  Demonstrate a positive sense of self and a life-long
		
commitment to personal growth

2015 Spirit of Ryan Awardees
Walter Bradby
For the past 30 years, Walt Bradby has been a loyal member of
the Archbishop Ryan community. He currently functions as
Assistant Athletic Director, Head Golf Coach and Assistant Boys’
Soccer Coach. Walt has worked tirelessly to support not only
the Boys’ soccer and golf teams, but the entire Athletic Department.
Father John Donia
Father Donia has been a vital member of the Archbishop Ryan
family since he started at Ryan in 2010. He has eagerly undertaken a variety of roles: Campus Minister, Spiritual Director, Kairos Retreat Master, Theology teacher, moderator of Ryan’s yearbook, The Sentinel, Catholic Schools Week moderator, Christian
Service Hours moderator, and event chaperone. Everything he
does at Ryan is about the kids.
Sister Marie Duffy, IHM
Sister Marie started working at the Archbishop Ryan Guidance
Office in the fall of 1992. Her skills do not end with her counseling work. She projects a warm and cheerful attitude to our
students. She resolves conflicts and handles other difficult situations with remarkable patience and admirable tact. She loves
people, works hard, and always tries to lift the spirits of those
around her.
Carol Pendergast Giordano ’72
As a devoted graduate of Archbishop Ryan High School, Carol
Giordano has been a faithful and loyal donor to her Alma Mater
for more than 22 consecutive years. She has attended her
reunions on a regular basis and is committed to the work of
Father Rene and the Development Office.
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Marie Roberto
Marie Roberto came to Ryan in 1985. She started helping in the
school store, which was run by Fr. Rene. After that, she joined
Fr. Rene in the Development Office. Marie has mastered the
Raiser’s Edge program which is used in the Alumni Office. She
volunteers weekly in the office updating records. Marie’s help is
invaluable.

Fr. Rene Award for Dedication and Service
Another special component of the Spirit of Ryan Awards Ceremony is the presentation of the Father Rene Award for Dedication and Service to Archbishop Ryan High School. The two
recipients that will be honored with this distinction are Thomas
Dolan ’69 and Michael McArdle.
Thomas Dolan ’69
Tom Dolan has been a long-time major donor to Archbishop
Ryan High School. He has been a loyal supporter of the Alumni
Golf Outing and numerous other Fr. Rene initiatives and events.
This past holiday season, he brought Christmas cheer to a few
families through the Archbishop Ryan Sponsor a Student Fund.
Michael McArdle
Michael McArdle served as president of Archbishop Ryan High
School from 2004-2014. During his tenure at Archbishop Ryan,
he found many creative ways to support students whose families had experienced a tragic occurrence or a family altering
experience. His compassion and thoughtfulness are the two
key attributes that guided his decision making and leadership
at Archbishop Ryan.
*Interested in nominating someone for the Spirit of Ryan Award
for next year? Email your nominee and a brief explanation of
why they should be considered for this award to
Alumni@ArchbishopRyan.com

Spring 2015 Class Notes
1969
Donna Davis Carlin ’69 is a proud
mother of five children and grandmother
of fifteen grandchildren.
Lillian Nardello Chinnici ’69 has
six grandchildren and a stepdaughter
who is a Veterinary Technician. Her son
Robert Heisse is a Submariner in the U.S.
Navy, a Chief Petty Officer, with 18 years
of service.
CarolAnn DeMarzo D’Orazio ’69
has been married 41 years and has 3
children and 2 grandsons.
Elaine Nakos Rose ’69 has 4 children
and all children have 2 or more degrees
each. She has 12 grandchildren ages 1
through 23. One child is retired after 23
years in the Air Force, one is currently
serving in the Air Force, one is a nurse
currently running a kidney dialysis facility and one is a paralegal for a geological
firm. One grandchild is currently in ROTC,
another is in the Air Force in technical
weaponry systems repair.
Marybeth D. Scary ’69 recently retired
after 39 years teaching Health and Physical Education.
1970’s
Mary Greenstreet Bova ’70 has 3
children: Ginger, Michele, and Barry Jr.
Ginger is married and lives in Stephens
City, VA with her 3 children. Michele has
a daughter Siena and lives in Pennsylvania. Barry was recently married and lives
in Bel Air, MD with his wife Lisa Kelly.
Tim Durkin ’76 is currently a Sr. Account
Executive for Alphanumeric Systems, a
Woman Owned IT Consultancy, based
in Raleigh NC. He has been married
for 32 years to Mary Jane and has three
children. Their three children, Tim, age
28, Joe, age 25, and Haleigh, age 17 all
live in Cinnaminson, NJ. Tim Jr. is working for a government contracting firm
and is an assistant football coach for Holy
Cross High School. Joe is working in
healthcare industry doing Marketing and
Advertising. Haleigh is a junior at Holy
Cross High School.

1980’s
Mary McCloskey Busowski, MD
’80 lives in Winter Springs, FL with her
husband of 30 years. She practices Infectious Disease. She is the proud mother
of Katelyn and Michael and loves being a
grandmother to 2 precious babies.
Teresa Fanning Evans ’82 accepted
the job of Coordinator of Alumni Relations and Special Events in December
2014 at Archbishop Ryan High School.
She will be working hand-in-hand with
Fr. Rene to build alumni awareness and
participation at Ryan.
1990’s
Rachel Marie Bell ’90 was made Associate Partner at Control Group, a product
development company located in New
York City. She currently lives in North Jersey with her husband and two children.
Thomas J. Hoffer ’90 has been a
truck driver for 18years – 17 years at Old
Dominion Freight lines with over l million
plus safe driving miles. He is also a driver
trainer and has a dedicated schedule to
North Virginia every night. He spends his
time off with his wife Lisa Ann and two
daughters Elizabeth Ann (9) and Jessica
Marie (2).
Joseph McFadden ’97 is currently the
Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs at
Archbishop Ryan High School.
Diane DeNofa Buckley ’99 recently
gave birth to daughter Lillian on August
29, 2013.
2000’s

J.D. Hallman ’07 graduated from
Bloomsburg University in December
2013 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy and Minor in Economics. He currently works as an Account Executive for
Alphabroder, the leading blank apparel
supplier in the United States. J.D. is also
a member of the Archbishop Ryan Boys’
Soccer Coaching Staff.
Patrick Schmidt, CPA ’07 graduated
from LaSalle University in 2011 with a
degree in accounting. He then earned
his CPA in March of 2014. He is currently
a Senior Accountant at Shire Pharmaceuticals.
John Vizza ’08 was married on November 9, 2013 to his wife Rebecca at St.
Martha’s Parish in Lethbridge, Alberta,
Canada. He received his B.A. from the
University of Lethbridge in January 2013.
In January 2015, John and Rebecca had
their first child, Joanna Felicity Marie.
John is currently working on Master degrees in Divinity from Newman Theological College in Edmonton and J.C.L./M.C.L.
(canon law degrees) from the University
of St. Paul in Ottawa. John is also the
co-founder of the newly founded QDVF
Catholic Institute (qdvfInstitute.org) and
has been living in Canada since May
2011.
Brittany Robinson ’13 is currently a
student athlete at Holy Family University.
She is a member of the Women’s Soccer
team.

Melissa Nonemaker ’01 has three
children. They are Haley age 10, Anthony
age 8, and newest Rylee age 1. Melissa
lives in Cape May and is in a relationship with Thomas Allen who she met her
freshman year at Ryan.
Danielle Benner ’06 and Sean
Carchidi ’06 tied the knot on July 18th,
2014. Danielle works at Abington Friends
School, teaching pre-K and Sean works at
Mercy Vocational High School, teaching
Computer Maintenance and Repair.
Archbishop Ryan High School
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Alumni Testimonial - Class of ’99 Bench
Megan (Schafer) Pruitt ’99
As I was walking past Ryan one day last spring, I saw a few teachers and students
working on a landscaping project in front of the Blessed Mother statue (North side).
I started thinking, “It’s been 15 years since we graduated from Archbishop Ryan High
School - Class of 1999.” While walking home I was thinking about what the members
of the Class of 99 could do to help with the project. I decided to reach out to as many
members of the Class of 1999 as I could via Facebook, and many fellow classmates
added others to the group, asking for donations to help enhance the landscaping
change; before I knew it, we had over 200 people involved.
Together we decided to collect
money via PayPal for a park bench.
We quickly reached our goal and
the bench was ordered - engraved
on the bench, “WE ARE AR - CLASS
OF 1999 - and delivered. With my
husband’s help the park bench was
put together and delivered to Ryan
for current and future students to
use (now located outside the North
side entrance).
I want to thank my classmates for your eagerness to contribute. It is our hope that
present and future AR students will enjoy sitting on the bench while waiting for their
ride home! We are AR, Class of 1999 (the BEST class of all time)!!!!

Daniel Boyle Scholarship Fund

Upcoming
Alumni Events
For any questions about
Alumni Events contact,
Fr. Rene and Terri Evans ’82
Alumni Office
215-637-1800 Ext. 221
Alumni@ArchbishopRyan.com

Alumni Meetings
Thursday, May 7, 2015
Thursday, June 4, 2015
President’s Suite

Please join us at our Alumni Meetings on the 1st
Thursday of each month from September to June
at 7:00 PM.

Ryan Basketball Hall of Fame
Saturday, April 25, 2015
Waterfall Room
2791 Southampton Road, Phila, PA
6:00 PM to 11:00 PM

31st Annual Ryan Alumni Golf Classic
Monday, May 11, 2015
Bensalem Country Club
Registration and Breakfast: 8:30 AM
Shotgun Start: 10:00 AM
Dinner: 4:00 PM

On Tuesday, December 16, 2014 Mr. Pat Boyle presented Archbishop Ryan students,
Fr. Rene, and president Denise LePera a check for $22,750 for Tuition Assistance from
the Officer Daniel Boyle Scholarship Fund.
Officer Daniel Boyle, son of Pat Boyle, was a member of the class of 1987 at Archbishop Ryan High School. Officer Daniel Boyle passed away courageously protecting his
fellow citizens in 1991.
The Boyle family has carried on Danny’s spirit and name with a scholarship fund at
Archbishop Ryan High School that has assisted over 220 students with their tuition
payments. The fund is based on the financial need of any family, without regard to
race, religion, or natural origin. Archbishop Ryan is very appreciative and truly grateful for the way the Boyle family has carried on Daniel’s spirit and name at Archbishop
Ryan. For more information, visit www.OfficerDanielBoyle.com.
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For TICKETS or to be a HOLE SPONSOR, contact
Father Rene or Terri Evans ’82
Alumni Office
215-637-1800 Ext. 221
Alumni@ArchbishopRyan.com

Coach Bag BINGO
Friday, May 15, 2015
Doors open : 6:00 PM
BINGO begins: 7:00 PM
$30 for the night

Ryan Makes Waves
Saturday, July 25, 2015
Westy’s Irish Pub
North Wildwood, NJ

Become a Ragdoll or Raider

Admissions Highlights
•

Over 500 families attended our two Open Houses this academic year.

•

On Universal 8th Grade Visitation Day in November, 365 prospective students visited Archbishop Ryan. The most
in the Philadelphia area.

•

Over 160 prospective students have attended shadow days this school year.

•

Many neighborhood parishes attended our Grade School Appreciation Night on Friday, February 6, 2015 at the
Archbishop Ryan Boys’ Basketball game versus Cardinal O’Hara.

•

Archbishop Ryan opened their doors to thousands of prospective students, families, and friends while hosting CYO
Region 1 Basketball Playoffs. Congratulations to the St. Matthew’s Varsity team and St. Martin’s of Tours Junior
Varsity team on winning their respective championships.

Admissions Calendar
7th Grade Universal Visitation Day
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Archbishop Ryan Open House
Thursday, October 22, 2015

7th Grade Practice Test
Saturday, May 9, 2015
9:00 AM to 12 NOON

Entrance Scholarship Exam
Saturday, October 24, 2015
Monday, November 9, 2015
Saturday, November 21, 2015

Ryan Scholarship Prep Program
August 17-22, 2015

For additional information, contact
Pam McPeak ’78
Admissions Director
Admissions@ArchbishopRyan.com
215.637.1800 Ext. 281
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Archbishop Ryan 2015 Summer Sports Camps
Summer Camp Registrations are now available online!
Visit our website at www.ArchbishopRyan.com and
scroll over the Athletics tab and click Summer Camps
For more information , contact the email address below each camp.

Girls’ Basketball Camp

Boys’ Baseball Camp

June 15 - June 19
Coach McCusker
GirlsBasketball@ArchbishopRyan.com

June 15 - June 19
Coach Eck ’88
Baseball@ArchbishopRyan.com

Boys’ Basketball Camp

Girls’ Softball Camp

June 22 - June 26
Coach Rogers ’92
BoysBasketball@ArchbishopRyan.com

Boys’ Football Camp

July 13 - July 17
Coach McArdle ’00
Football@ArchbishopRyan.com

June 22 - June 26
Coach Kidwell ’89
Softball@ArchbishopRyan.com

Boys’ Soccer Camp

July 20 - July 24
Coach Bradby ’86
BoysSoccer@ArchbishopRyan.com

Archbishop Ryan High School
11201 Academy Road, Phila., PA 19154
215-637-1800
www.ArchbishopRyan.com

Girls’ Soccer Camp

July 27 - July 31
Coach Haney ’97
GirlsSoccer@ArchbishopRyan.com

