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Upcoming events:

Principal’s Message
Thank you to all of the
families who support the
Rio Norte Community in
so many ways each
month. Our PTSA is
amazing and we appreciate how hard the Executive Board works to support each student and
staff member.
Congratulations to our
Rio Norte Spelling Bee
winners. Gowri Jamadagni won first place, second place was awarded
to Catherine Chen, and
third place was awarded
to Jathin Korrapati.
We are especially proud

of our Science Olympiad
and Math Counts teams
who each took 6th place
at the regional competitions.
On March 14, Valencia
High School will have a
Q & A outreach for incoming 8th grade families at Valencia High
School. There will be a
morning and afternoon
session at 8:15 am and
6 pm.
Next month our 8th
grade students will have
the privilege of hearing
from Holocaust survivor
Dr. Henry Oster. He is
an amazing person and
a true hero. His story will

impact our students in a
powerful way.
The third quarter ends
next week on March 16.
We will have state testing starting May 1, and
our 8th grade students
will visit Magic Mt. on
May 30. It’s hard to believe the year will be
over soon. It’s been a
pleasure working with
our wonderful students
this year. Finish strong,
River Hawks!
Thank you,

Audrey Asplund
Principal
Rio Norte Jr. High School



Thank you for your
continued support
with all of our requests for volunteers!
Thank you for assisting with the Valentine’s Day dance!
It was a lovely event.

 MARCH 14, 8TH
GRADE Q&A AT
VHS, 8:15AM &
6PM
 MARCH 21, 6TH
GRADE JAMBOREE
AT RIO, 5PM
 MARCH 29-30
RIVER HAWK WALK
 APRIL 2-6 SPRING
BREAK
 APRIL 11, 12, 13,
14 DRAMA PRO-

PTSA NEWS


 MARCH 12 & 13,
6TH GRADE MEETINGS AT RIO, 6 PM

DUCTION


Two Rio Norte Reflections students,
Nathan Lee and
Amanda
Brzozowski, moved
on to the 34th district competition.
Congratulations!





Our CPK fundraiser will be all day,
March 21. Please
join us!

 APRIL 19TH, OPEN
HOUSE-6PM

May 10-PTSA
meeting, @ 9am
(no April
meeting)

 MAY 17, DISTRICT
TRACK MEET, TENTA-

 MAY 1, CAASPPP
TESTING BEGINS

TIVE
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PE/Intramurals-March 2018

Volleyball Intr amur als ar e happening now at
lunch!
3 on 3 Basketball Intramurals is planned to star t
sometime during the 4th quarter.
7th Grade State Physical Fitness Testing is
finishing up and results should be available sometime
in May.

The River Hawk Walk, our annual PE
Department Fundraiser is scheduled for Thursday,
March 29 and Friday, March 30 during the PE
period. Fundraising information was sent home on
March 1 and 2. Come out and join us!!!

The Special Olympics Track Meet is scheduled for
Monday, March 19 at Valencia High School from
9am-12:30pm. Come out and be a part of all the fun!
The District Track Meet is scheduled for sometime
in May at College of the Canyons from
approximately 9:00 am-3:30 pm. Try-outs will be
taking place during the PE period during the month of
March. The students who qualified will be notified
and permission slips to be sent home. Come out and
support your Rio Norte athlete!!!

Team Updates
Amazon:
Team Amazon has enjoyed the first three quarters with the students. We do still have another quarter to go and hope
that it will be a great quarter. We are planning on going to Museum of Tolerance on May 15. We will be getting back
after school gets out between 3:00 and 3:30. This is a great opportunity to learn about tolerance and connect it to
their reading of The Diary of Anne Frank.
Math 8 will be continuing with exponents and square roots. We will be starting volume and then reviewing for the final
that will be taken in May. Algebra will be going into the Module dealing with Quadratics.
In United States History, Amazon students are about to start studying the reform movements of the 1800s. We started
off the quarter discussing the presidency of Andrew Jackson, then transitioned into exploring Westward Expansion.
Students have been practicing and developing their reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills and continue to
demonstrate growth in these areas.
As we end the school year and as students prepare for the next chapter of their lives in high school, students will be
exploring the district essential question of what it means to be an adult. They will be exploring and analyzing how
adulthood was defined in the past and comparing it to what it looks like in today's world. We will also be reading The
Diary of Anne Frank.

Nile:
Math-As we wrap up quarter three, we wrap up a quarter of all new concepts. The topics we covered were not taught
in 7th grade or in elementary school. So even students who "get math" have needed to adjust their study habits. We
will continue to review working with powers to help ensure they leave 8th grade prepared for algebra.
History-During the third quarter of this year the focus is on the conflicts between the North and the South, The age of
Reform movements, and towards the end of the quarter students will be analyzing primary sources that deal with our
last topic Westward Expansion. During the age of reform students will discuss the abolitionists movement as well as
the women's suffrage, finally during Westward expansion students will learn about how America obtained California
and other western states.
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Yukon
In English, Argumentative writing is the genre this quarter and the English students will be learning the art of persuasive rhetoric by creating their own advertisements. Looking forward to the second semester with these eighth graders!
If you're wondering what happens when two linear equations intersect, just ask your Math 8 student. They can use
graphing, elimination, and substitution to find the solution. Everything we've worked on from 2017 is being put to use
in our Systems of Equations unit.
Algebra is gearing up for Quadratic Equations. This unit will bring together graphing, simplifying roots, and analyzing
sequences. Your child is doing a great job checking my website for extra help, working with classmates, and participating in group activities...which should help them succeed in 2018!
Team YUKON history students are getting into politics! We are covering the birth of political parties and the continued
growth of the United States. In this quarter the United States will double in size with the Louisiana Purchase. We will
also study the first 7 Presidents of the United States in detail and examine their foreign and domestic policies, pirates
will be involved! As a reminder, all work, including handouts, is posted in google classroom.

Rubicon
The third quarter focus of Mrs. Jackson's English classes is persuasion. The students will be creating projects and
writing essays to understand the concepts of ethos, pathos, and logos. The World history students will continue their
journey by learning about Japan and medieval Europe.
Mrs. Groller's Math 7 classes just completed the percents unit covering important skills related to algebraic expressions. In Accelerated Math 7, we will learn about exponents and the Pythagorean Theorem, followed by expressions
and linear equations. In science, we covered fossils and are learning about how living things are suited to their environments, which will lead us into studying genetics.
Mr. Sheridan's History classes are becoming familiar Medieval Europe with a focus on European feudalism, the spread
of Christianity, the Crusades, and the pandemic known as the Black Death.

Rio Verde
In Mrs. Bonilla's class, students are about to embark on a great adventure WEST! Students will form "families" as they
travel through the Oregon trail. Quarter 4 is fast approaching!!
In Math 8 we just wrapped up our unit on exponents and are moving into scientific notation. Algebra is learning how
to transform functions using Desmos on the laptops
Science classes are studying chemistry topics during March and April. Students need to be sure to follow safety guidelines diligently! Students who do not follow safety rules will have to sit out and complete an alternate assignment.
Chemistry is a new and awesome topic for most students. Let's have a great, and safe rest of the year.
Mrs. Kaplan’s English classes are beginning to thaw and shake off the cold from Call of the Wild and will soon be moving into hiding with The Diary of Anne Frank. Please mark your calendars…Dr. Henry Oster, Holocaust Survivor of
Auschwitz will be here to talk to the students on Wednesday, April 25th 9:30 am to 10:50 am and you’re invited to join
them in the MPR. Pease sign in as a visitor in the office, prior to coming to the MPR.
Team Rio Verde will be taking an enrichment field trip to the Los Angeles Zoo and Arboretum on Tuesday, May 29th. If
you are interested in chaperoning, please contact Mrs. Kaplan vkaplan@hartdistrict.org for more details.
If you're wondering what happens when two linear equations intersect, just ask your Math 8 student. They can use
graphing, elimination, and substitution to find the solution. Everything we've worked on from 2017 is being put to use
in our Systems of Equations unit. Algebra is gearing up for Quadratic Equations.
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Team Updates
Shenandoah
In English, we are finishing up Quarter 3 which is perhaps the most difficult one because of the amount of writing and
critical thinking skills involved. We will soon be turning our attention to a class novel and that will be our biggest focus
during the last quarter. It is so important to get all work in and to study for quizzes and tests. Develop those good work
habits! In history, we are finishing our study on Medieval Europe and moving on to the Renaissance with a focus
on proficiency in evidence and elaboration. Students will have an opportunity to analyze primary source materials from
notable figures including Machiavelli, Shakespeare, and Leonardo da Vinci. Mrs. VanDyke is so glad to be back from jury
duty and teaching again. Third quarter will be ending with everyone's favorite Math holiday- Pi Day! Students will be
able to learn about where the most famous irrational number was derived from, see how close they can come to finding pi themselves, all while enjoying some round treats. Check your email for more information soon. For both Accelerated and Math 7 classes, we are heading into Algebraic equations, one of Mrs. VanDyke's favorite topics! I hope you
can all feel the excitement of the logical process of steps seeping into your homes.

Columbia
Mrs. James’ Team Columbia Math classes are wrapping up Proportions in March. Starting mid-April we we'll start working on Math Market!! In World History students have been learning about Europe during the Middle Ages. We will
build on that and be studying the European Renaissance this month. Ms. Kratofil says a big “THANK YOU” to all the
families who have been helping their children learn the “100 Terms” throughout the year—keep up the hard work!
AND, to any Columbia families up for an exciting challenge, join us on Open House for BREAKOUT in Ms. Kratofil's classroom. Will you be able to open the locks in time? Work with your children to solve the puzzles and breakout!
In English, Columbia kids are learning how to express and defend an opinion this quarter through argumentative
writing. We are also maintaining our community of readers through finding good books to read, discuss, and write
about. Columbia Science students are finalizing their evidence of evolution section in the district's NGSS curriculum. They are becoming awesome naturalist now, and doing a great job. The little Columbia scientists are currently
learning about how having adaptations are extremely beneficial to survival, which creates lots of variations among the
different species. Soon we will be looking at genetics, Yippee! So get ready for their curious minds to ask you lots of
questions at home.

Zambezi
Team Zambezi is looking forward to another fun and productive quarter of learning. We will be closing up Mrs. Ratliff’s
history units on Medieval and Renaissance Europe with a team field trip to Medieval Times on April 11th.
Mrs. Norris’ English classes are reading the novel Stargirl and having insightful conversations about what it means to be
popular and an individualist. We are also writing our first argument essays using topics your students helped to create. Mrs. Norris is excited to be preparing our students for the upcoming district performance task and the CAASP test
in May. Classes will finish quarter 3 by reading and writing some poetry and beginning our study of Shakespeare.
Mrs. Mandel is teaching about scale and how it's used to make maps, models, scale drawings, and measure objects indirectly. Next up is inequalities and geometry.
In science, Mrs. Stroh’s classes will begin to talk about inheritance and genetics. We will look to answer questions such
as: "Why do we look like our parents?" and "What causes the differences between individuals?" Technology will continue to be heavily integrated with our curriculum this quarter!
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Rio Norte Mission Statement
The Rio Norte Junior High School community is dedicated to providing a safe, flexible, positive,
and nurturing learning environment, in which all its members have the opportunity to
experience a sense of belonging and personal growth, and all students
have the opportunity to develop academic excellence.
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