MAY/JUNE 2017

CALENDAR:
May 1-5: Staff Appreciation Week
May 3: Choir Performance and Honorary
Service Awards
May 15: PTA Meeting
@ 9am
May 16, 18: Bring Your
Family to Lunch
May 19: Magic Show
May 25: Open House
June 2: Breakfast with
Dad
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Principal’s Message: Mrs. Popovich
As the 2016-2017 school year
comes to a close, I want to
thank all of you for another
amazing school year. This
year has flown by. Isn’t it
amazing how quickly a day
turns into a week, a week into
a month, and before you
know it the year is over? It is
my hope that your summer
days will be long and filled
with rest and relaxation.

dren’s academic studies. Our
success as a school is in part
due to the diligent effort families put forth to support our
educational programs. I also
want to take time to thank the
members of our PTA, Arcadia
Educational Foundation, and
community partners who have
enriched our school with a
variety of family events as
well as financial support.

I am sure you share my appreciation and respect for the
dedicated teachers and support staff who work tirelessly
to make sure student learning
is a priority at Camino Grove.
I want to thank you for your
participation in your chil-

We still have many special
events to look forward to as
the year comes to a close such
as grade level productions,
family fun nights, and Open
House. I look forward to seeing you at these events.

Staff Appreciation Week
The Camino Grove Staff ROCKS. Staff Appreciation Week is
May 1-5. Students and their families will have an opportunity
every day this week to show how much they appreciate the
wonderful staff at Camino Grove with little fun activities. The
staff will also be treated to a couple of catered lunches, enjoy
snacks/treats throughout the week, and receive a special gift.
Thanks to Riona Fujinaga and Regina Shay for coordinating
the week and for everyone who donated towards the event.

I hope that during the summer
you stay safe and healthy, and
take time to enjoy all of the
special people in your lives.
Please look for important information regarding next year
in the mail this summer.
Don’t forget to mark your
calendars for Roadrunner
Days August 10 & 14, 2017.
Let’s finish the year strong
and have a wonderful summer!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Popovich
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PTA President’s Message: Audrey Her
Dear Camino Grove families,
I am sitting here writing this letter to you one day after our annual Carnival. Inside my heart, I have a
deep sense of gratitude. Camino Grove is so lucky to have all the wonderful community members who gave their
time to make this event possible. Thanks to our amazing Carnival chairs, Susan Lew and Jennifer Vargo, for their
countless hours of planning and coordinating behind the scenes. Thanks to the hard-working scaffolding crew
(Michael Bannoura, Bob Adams, Ernie Tsui, William Myrvold, Carlos Torres, Jon Wedhoff, Robert Wong, and
Jamie Huang) for putting up and taking down the tents. Thanks to our grocery shopping crew (Angie Imteesud,
Jelin Truong, Diane Soriano, Roseanna Moore, Jennifer Mark, Emily Chu, Pearl Cheung, and Kaiya Chang) for
buying food. Thanks to our prize crew (Joy Cheng, Jennifer Mark, Janice Chiu, Pearl Cheung, and Nathan
Thorn) for buying the prizes and setting up the prize room. Thanks to the workroom volunteers, the Wedhoff
Clan, the Ta family, the Bannoura family, and the Myrvold family for the preparation work done beforehand.
Thanks to our wonderful teachers and staff for helping at the ticket booth and at class booths. Also, last but not
least, thanks to all the room reps for coordinating the volunteers within your classes. With all your hard work, we
were able to fill 85% of the shifts. With this high percentage of parent participation, we can proudly say that this
was indeed a community event.
Carnival lasted for four and a half hours but, as you can see, it took hundreds of hours beforehand to put
it together. Every year, PTA faces the difficulties of finding parents to volunteer for their classes. Every year, we
have our moments of wanting to abort this event because the struggle is no fun at all. However, every year we
somehow pull through and make it happen. One might ask what keeps PTA going year after year. The answer is:
the smiles on kids’ faces. We could not get over how excited kids were when they rushed to the field after school
let out. We could not miss noticing the proud smiles on those middle school kids, coming back to revisit the Carnival fun and the joy of seeing their former teachers. We were so proud to see the high school kids coming back
to volunteer as capable and responsible alumni. Camino Grove’s carnival is a unique event for our community.
It’s pure childhood fun, warm memory building, and community collaboration. It’s simple, safe, and intimate. It’s
not a Disneyland or Universal Studios kind of fun, but it’s so much more than that. It’s all about giving kids a
happy childhood memory and letting them give back to the community when they can.
I hope you and your children had fun at the Carnival. This year, we tried to give out prize tickets to volunteer parents to encourage parents to help. I saw the sparkles in kids’ eyes when they received the prize tickets
from their parents. We tried to adjust some booths to fit their class size. We tried to decentralize the task of food
shopping to more parents in order to pass down the experience and knowledge. As some of you might know,
Camino Grove’s carnival is a fifty–year-old tradition in our community. We need a lot of new blood and new
ideas to keep this tradition strong and energetic. If you are in for the fun, please join us. After all, happy kids
come from happy parents.
Last but not least, I can’t believe this is the last “Message from the PTA President” I am writing. Time
really flies. In a couple weeks, I will retire from the position of president. What really delights me is that we have a very strong incoming executive board led by our very capable
incoming president, Pearl Cheung. Please support the new president and the executive
board as you always do. It takes a lot of courage and dedication to come on the board or
be the president. I am very confident that they will do an excellent job serving our children. Again, thank you for all your support to the PTA. Thank you.
Sincerely yours,
Audrey Her
President, Camino Grove PTA
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Honorary Service Awards
Very Special Person: Juno Kim, Lina Myrvold, Dean Radle,
Jennifer Chang, Kimberly Jaimes
Special Outstanding Staff: Manuel Hernandez, Zaira Carballo
Honorary Service Award: Jelin Truong
Continuing Service Award: Audrey Her, Jennifer Vargo
Outstanding Teacher Award: Mr. Todd Webber
Golden Oak Award: Susan Lew

Congratulations to the award recipients!

Being of Service to Our Kids
Hello, my name is Lina Myrvold. I am
Eva’s mom and David and Cori’s aunt.
Eva is in 4th grade at Camino Grove,
David is a Sophomore, and Cori is a
Freshman at Arcadia High School.
Both David and Cori went through
Camino Grove, so I have been involved
in Camino Grove for about 11 years. I
began with volunteering at the carnival
during David and Cori’s early years,
but my volunteering increased as Eva
entered Camino Grove and began her
busy life. Eva is very active, so I either
had to watch from the sidelines or get
in and play. Personally, I like to get
into the action and be involved. Maybe
it is because I was older when we
started our family. I just felt like I didn’t want to miss anything. I spent the
first 3 decades of my life going to
school and building my career. Then,
after a drastic change of lifestyle, I was
blessed with a wonderful husband, a
beautiful child, and a lot of gratitude
for being able to participate in their
lives.
My outlook on volunteering is that I

“get” to volunteer, I don’t “have” to. I
get to be the 4th grade coordinator in the
Art Docent program, and volunteer to
teach/aide the art classes, and I get to see
the whole 4th grade light up with new
knowledge and development of their
artistic abilities. I get to organize outside
Girl Scout events and camps for our Girl
Scout troop and I get to see the girls become strong and independent. I get to
witness their developing love of nature
and experiencing new things. I get to
watch the whole school run around the
track during the Jog-a-Thon every year,
and I get to watch them set goals and
beat past years’ efforts. I get to celebrate
parties and experience field trips and
simply be present in the joy that is their
childhood.
One question I have been asked is how
do I balance work and volunteering. I
have been blessed with a job that affords
me time to be able to volunteer. Would I
rather be sleeping or binging on a TV
show during my down times? Yes,
sometimes. Do I need to say no to some
volunteer opportunities? Yes, some-

times. Do I need to take care of myself
over others? Yes, sometimes. But, most
of the time, I would prefer being out
there and getting energized by helping
others. I usually pick the things that I
also enjoy, and then it is fun for all of
us! In the end, we all are trying to raise
our children to be productive members
of society. One of my goals is to also
help the children in my life understand
the importance of family, work, selfcare, and volunteering to make the
world a better place.
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Come enjoy LUNCH
with your children!
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5/16: TK/K-11:30-12:15 (Rm 12,14)
11:50-12:35 (Rm 1,2,3,13)
1st - 11:40-12:23
2nd - 11:58-12:41
5/18: 3rd - 12:00-12:41
4th/5th - 12:25-1:06

Interview with Diane Soriano
Can you tell us something about your family and how you came to Camino Grove?
My name is Diane Soriano and my husband is Steven. We are very blessed to have 2
young boys, Ian and Nolan. Our older boy, Ian, is in 3 rd grade here at Camino Grove.
Our journey began with an autism diagnosis almost 6 years ago. Our son was chosen to
participate in an early intensive intervention program at UCLA. As we came out of
UCLA, we knew we needed to find a school program in our local community that would
fit our son’s needs. We visited many different school sites throughout San Gabriel and
decided on a newly formed program at Longley Way Elementary. The district leadership had great vision in creating a program that
would serve the needs of the students with the growing number of children being diagnosed with autism. An additional autism classroom was added in 2015 here at Camino Grove.
Can you share your journey about not signing up for the job as a mom with a child with autism, how Ian has changed you as
a person, and how advocating for children with autism is important to you?
Being a mom with a child with autism is something I did not sign up for. It chose me to be a mom to a very special boy. I went
through a very difficult time of acceptance. I wondered, “Why me?” I don’t like to use the label autistic to describe my son. Autism
is a part of Ian, but it does not define him. Ian is the most resilient person in my life and I always try to focus on Ian’s strengths and
not just his deficits. This is an important perspective I have learned through our journey so far. I have never really looked at myself
as an advocate for autism. I really just wanted to be part of a community that embraced families like ours. I believe that we are all
one community and communities are supposed to share differences and support one another.
Autism is a puzzle. Can you tell us something about Ian we don’t know? What is his strength and what is his weakness?
Our son Ian works harder than anyone I know each and every day. Even after he ends his school day, he has in-home and clinic
therapies to assist him with communication, social skills, self-regulation, behavior, and daily living skills that take us into the evening hours. Our vision for our son is to have him live a happy independent life. Ian’s biggest challenge relates to his communication
and how to express his wants and organize his thoughts. Our son is verbal, but often his motor planning and communication skills
are challenged which causes him to be dysregulated and he copes by covering his ears, closing his eyes, and humming . He has
started to use iPad based alternative communication device in order to help him communicate how he is feeling and his thoughts.
Achievement of any child with autism is determined by the goals set by parents and school staff. Can you elaborate on that
and tell us what goals you have for Ian?
We are so blessed that we have a great team of wonderful teachers, aides, school therapist, and administration that have work tirelessly with our kids each day. The most important quality that each individual shares is a true caring and compassion for our kids.
Our kids deserve to be happy, respected, and be safe in their environment. At times, I think that people overlook that that our kids
have true feelings like any other child. As his parent, I really thought that I would be Ian’s teacher in life, but really he is mine. Each
day he inspires me to be a better mom, be more resilient, and an attentive listener.
Your family donated autism awareness bracelets to sell during Autism Awareness Month. I have been very impressed that
you and your family insisted that all the proceeds benefit ALL students at Camino Grove.
This is our second year celebrating autism awareness here at Camino Grove and we are grateful to Ms. Popovich, staff, and the PTA
for their unwavering support. Our goal for Autism month is to spread awareness and acceptance and give the children the ability to
learn about autism. An Empathy room was introduced to our school by Ms. Franceschini and Ms. Daniels. Each classroom that attended had the opportunity to learn about and feel what it’s like to live with a disability.
My husband and I wanted to do an autism awareness activity to build community and help all kids at Camino Grove. I believe that
the students were able to share with parents and family what they have learned and now have a better understanding about people
with disabilities. We just wanted to give back to the community that has made families like ours so welcomed.
What role do you see that PTA plays in being of service to the children with autism and families?
I feel honored to be part of Camino Grove’s PTA, not only representing kids who have challenges, but also working with all parents,
teachers, and children that are part of this special community. The PTA has been so supportive to our children from day one. Our
hope is that Camino Grove will be an inspiration for what all school communities can be in celebrating diversity and inclusion for
all. We are grateful to the Camino Grove staff, children, and families for all their love and compassion in accepting our kids as part
of this school.
If you could wish one thing for children with autism what would that be?
My wish would be for each of us to live with more compassion and understanding for all those living with autism and other
disabilities. They are people with true feelings and have many different abilities that we need to focus on rather than looking
at their disability. It may be true that most our kids have difficulty engaging socially and communicating, but please look past
what you may see as their limitations and open your hearts and mind to see the gifts they have to give.

THANK YOU!!!
We wanted to take this opportunity to thank all the parent volunteers this year — from room reps,
workroom volunteers, carline helpers, and art docent teachers/helpers to all the other volunteers that
help behind the scenes and during school events. Camino Grove would not be the wonderful school
it is without your help and support. THANK YOU!!!
A special thanks to our outgoing PTA Executive Board and committee chairs:
2016-2017 Camino Grove PTA-Executive Board Officers
President: Audrey Her
Executive Vice President: Jelin Truong
1st VP – Programs: Helen Han-Liu
2nd VP – Communications: Riona Fujinaga
3rd VP – Room Reps: Kari Holmes
4th VP – Membership: Arnold Chien
5th VP – Ways & Means: Pearl Cheung
6th VP – Legislation: Malancha Ray-Patel
Recording Secretary: Kimberly Jaimes
Treasurer: Jennifer Vargo
Financial Secretary: Jill Hokanson
Auditor: Valma Kwong
Historian: Diane Soriano
Corresponding Secretary: Jennifer Shiuan
Parliamentarian: Michelle Wu
2016-2017 Camino Grove PTA- Committee Chairpersons and Liaisons
5th Grade Activities-Year Book: Jill Hokanson
Art Docent Program: Jennifer Chang, Nancy Cho
Book Fair: Jill Hokanson
Breakfast With Dad: Audrey Her
Bring Your Family to Lunch: Audrey Her
Caminotes Editor: Riona Fujinaga
Canned Food Drive: Lina Myrvold, Joy Cheng
Child Health Council: Jelin Truong
Graphics: Regina Shay
Honorary Service Awards: Helen Han-Liu, Pearl Cheung
Hospitality: Juno Kim
Kindergarten Welcome: Jen Vargo
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social: Jen Vargo
Open House: Jean Chang
Red Ribbon Week: Riona Fujinaga
Reflections: Arnold Chien
Roadrunner Days: Audrey Her
Scholarship: Margaret Chu Budiman
Spring Carnival: Susan Lew, Jen Vargo
Staff Appreciation: Riona Fujinaga, Regina Shay
Traffic and Safety: Audrey Her
Translator: Audrey Her
Workroom Coordinator: Dean Radle

If you would like to join our volunteer team, please email us at Camino.grove.pta@gmail.com.

